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ANNUAL  REPORT. 


With  devout  acknowledgments  of  gratitude  to  Almighty  God,  for 
his  continual  smiles,  and  the  unexpected  success  v/ith  which  the  efforts 
of  this  Society  have  already  been  crowned,  the  Managers  present  their 
First  Annual  Report.  And  while  they  offer  praise  to  God  for  all  the 
tokens  of  his  favor,  they  would  remember  witn  resignation  his  righte- 
ous judgments,  in  removing  two  of  their  number  by  death.  Deacon 
JosiAH  Salisbury,  and  Mr.  Richard  Chamberlain,  were  among  the 
earliest  and  most  constant  friends  of  this  Society,  and  were  seldom 
absent,  till  they  died,  from  the  regular  meetings  of  this  Board.  And 
though  we  cannot  recall  the  sweet  counsel,  which  we  received  from 
them,  on  such  occasions,  without  grief,  that  we  shall  meet  them  here 
no  more ;  we  shall  never  forget  how  cordially  they  approved  the  object 
of  this  Society,  how  affectionately  they  sympathized  in  our  joys  and 
our  sorrows,  and  how  earnestly  they  implored  the  blessings  of  Heaven 
upon  our  labors.  We  hope  to  feel  as  they  felt  for  the  miseries  of  their 
fellow  men,  to  imitate  their  lovely  example,  and  to  die  with  the  same 
consolations  which  they  experienced.  We  should  love  to  linger  at 
their  tombs  and  weep  ;  but  we  hear  them  say,  weep  not  for  us,  but  weep 
for  those  whose  miseries  you  seek  to  alleviate,  and  prepare  to  follow  us 
into  the  eternal  world. 

The  object  of  the  Society,  in  which  they  were  associated  with  us,  is 
"  THE  IMPROVEMENT  OF  PUBLIC  PRISONS."  Tliis  object,  wc  havc  rea- 
son  to  believe,  is  approved  by  the  Savior  of  the  world  ;  for  he  will 
say  to  his  disciples  on  the  day  of  judgment,  "when  I  was  hungry,  ye 
gave  me  meat ;  when  I  was  thirsty,  ye  gave  me  drink ;  when  I  teas  a 
stranger,  ye  took  me  in  ;  sick  and  in  prison,  ye  visited  me."  These 
words  we  regard  as  our  authority  and  our  encouragement ;  teaching 
us  to  go  forward  in  the  work  in  which  we  are  engaged,  and  to  expect, 
if  we  do  it  with  penitent  and  believing  hearts,  to  meet  the  approba- 
tion of  him  whose  favor  is  life.  We  learn  also,  from  these  words  of 
the  Savior,  the  guilt  of  those  who  neglect  or  oppose  the  performance 
of  the  duties,  in  which  we  are  engaged.  And,  as  we  proceed,  and 
see  from  month  to  month,  the  disclosure  of  facts  of  which  we  had 
never  heard,  or  formed  a  suspicion,  we  feel  that  the  Savior  knew 
vastly  better  than  we  can  ever  know,  how  great  the  necessity  of  prac- 
tical obedience  to  the  duty  implied,  in  the  benediction  which  he  has 
promised  to  pronounce  upon  those  who,  in  memory  of  his  sufferings, 
seek  to  relieve  misery,  wherever  it  shall  be  found.  AVe  earnestly 
1* 
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pray,  that  we  may  be  sustained,  "hy  looking  unto  Jesus,  the  Author 
and  Finisher  of  our  Faith,  who,  for  the  joy  that  was  set  before  him, 
nuliired  the  cross,  despising  the  shame,  and  is  set  down  at  the  right 
hand  of  the  throne  of  God ;  where  he  ever  liveth  to  maJce  intercession 
for  us  ;"  for  we  are  sure,  that  we  must  visit  places  and  discharge  du- 
des, in  the  prosecution  of  this  work,  where  there  can  be  no  sufficient 
.support,  but  the  presence  of  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ.  With  this  ac- 
knowledgment of  the  Divine  Redeemer,  as  our  support  and  our  guide, 
wc  proceed  to  develope  those  principles  and  facts,  concerning  Prison 
Discipline,  which  we  believe  to  be  important.  These  are  arranged  un- 
der the  following  heads,  viz. 

1.  Construction  of  Prisons  : 

2.  Rules  and  Regulations  : 

3.  Progress  of  Crime,  ivith  some  of  the  causes  of  it ;  including  the 

evils  of  the  Penitentiary  system  : 

4.  Remedy  for  these  evils  : 

5.  Brief  History  of  the  Society. 

1.    CONSTRUCTION  OF  PRISONS. 

In  the  construction  of  Prisons  there  should  be  particular  regard  to 
Security,  Solitary  Confinement  at  night,  In^^pcction,  Ventilation,  Light, 
Cleanliness,  Instruction  and  Sickness. 

Security. — In  the  construction  of  Prisons,  particular  regard  to 
security  requires  that  there  should  be  a  court  or  yard,  surrounded  with 
a  high  and  strong  wall.  This  is  so  obviously  important,  that  it  is  sur- 
prising that  so  great  a  number  of  Prisons  in  this  country,  particularly 
in  the  Southern  States,  are  exposed  to  persons  in  the  streets.  It  is  a 
general  fact,  in  regard  to  the  County  Jails,  in  the  Atlantic  States,  south 
of  the  Potomac,  that  they  are  destitute  of  courts.  In  these,  and  in  all 
others  like  them,  the  windows  are  exposed  to  persons  without,  and 
implements  of  mischief  or  escape,  as  well  as  ardent  spirits  to  excite  the 
turbulent  passions,  and  money  to  bribe  the  turnkey,  may  be  furnished 
secretly  to  the  prisoners  by  their  friends.  From  a  Jail  of  this  descrip- 
tion in  Virginia,  probably  by  means  furnished  in  this  manner,  all  the 
prisoners  made  their  escape  in  the  winter  of  1824 — 5.  From  other 
Jails,  in  other  parts  of  tlie  country,  escapes  have  been  effected,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  same  defect  in  construction.  And  what  renders  the 
defect  more  palpable,  is  the  fact,  that  the  business  of  stealing  and 
passing  counterfeit  money  is  already  reduced  to  system  in  this  country, 
and  when  one  of  the  villains  from  any  of  the  gangs  thus  systemxatically 
organized,  is  confmed  in  such  a  Jail,  if  he  can  hold  communication 
with  his  accomplices,  without  tlie  knowledge  of  the  keeper,  he  can 
procure  those  means,  v/hich  in  one  way  or  another  will  usually  release 
him.  An  accomplished  villain  from  a  family  of  counterfeiters,  offered 
a  jailer,  in  an  obscure  town,  in  one  of  the  Northern  States,  one  thousand 
dollars  for  his  liberty.  If  the  jailer  had  been  corrupt,  he  could  have 
released  his  prisoner  without  suspicion.  This  same  villain  was  re- 
moved to  a  Jail  which  was  supposed  to  be  more  secure,  from  which  he 
soon  made  his  escape.  Against  such  villany.  Jails  without  courts  are 
not  secure. 

Solitary  Confinement. — Particular  regard  to  security  requires, 
also,  a  sufficient  number  of  apartments  to  confine  each  prisoner  by 
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himself.  In  this  case,  there  can  be  no  concert,  and  therefore  the  pur- 
pose of  one  is  not  strengthened  by  another.  Besides,  if  any  injury  is 
done  to  the  apartment,  or  any  implements  of  mischief  are  found  in  it, 
the  responsibility  rests  on  an  individual,  and  thieves  do  not  like  indi- 
vidual responsibility.  It  may,  also,  be  remarked,  that  solitary  confine- 
ment (if  any  thing  will  do  it)  is  likely  to  lead  such  men  to  reflection 
and  remorse,  which  is  a  state  of  mind  unfavorable  to  mischievous  de- 
signs- But,  even  if  we  could  suppose  that  a  prisoner  in  solitary  con- 
finement should  gather  resolution  enough  to  attempt  his  escape,  and  the 
time  fixed  upon  should  be  when  the  turnkey  comes  to  unlock  his  door, 
the  prisoner  is  alone,  and  he  must  encounter  the  turnkey  alone.  Such 
cases  rarely  occur,  and,  even  then,  the  purpose  of  the  prisoner  is  gener- 
ally thwarted  ;  but,  when  several  prisoners  are  in  the  same  room,  cases 
frequently  occur,  in  which  they  escape  by  concert  in  action,  or  by  rush- 
ing upon  the  turnkey.  Provision  for  solitary  confinement,  therefore, 
increases  the  security  of  a  Prison. 

It  also  prevents  prisoners  from  forming  an  acquaintance  with  each 
other.  An  acquaintance  formed  in  Prison  has  led  many  youth  to  houses 
of  ill  fame  ;  to  a  familiarity  with  the  names,  places  of  abode,  principles 
of  trade,  and  language  of  counterfeiters  ;  to  the  arts  of  pickpockets  and 
thieves  ;  to  dangerous  combinations  in  villany,  and  to  personal  degrada- 
tion, which  the  most  hardened  prisoner  has  blushed  to  name.  All  this 
evil  communication  may  be  prevented  by  proper  regard  to  solitary  con- 
finement in  the  construction  of  the  Prison. 

Inspection. — In  order,  however,  to  prevent  these  great  evils  by  the 
construction  of  Prisons,  it  is  necessary  to  arrange  the  apartments  in 
such  a  manner  as  that  they  can  be  inspected  while  the  prisoner  is  igno- 
rant of  the  fact  that  he  is  under  inspection.  For  want  of  attention  to 
this  principle,  there  are  many  important  Prisons,  in  this  country,  where- 
the  keepers  cannot  approach  the  apartments  of  the  convicts  without  giv- 
ing notice  of  their  approach  by  the  unlocking  and  moving  upon  its  hin- 
ges of  some  heavy  door.  In  such  cases,  whatever  illegal  or  nefarious 
designs  or  acts  occupy  the  prisoners,  the  moment  the  great  door  is  heard 
to  move,  all  cards,  dies,  implements  of  mischief,  false  keys,  plates,  and 
materials  for  altering  bills,  &lc.,  are  concealed,  and  the  keeper,  when  he 
comes,  finds  all  things  in  order.  It  is  therefore  necessary  so  to  arrange 
the  apartments  that  the  keeper  can  inspect  the  convicts  without  being 
himself  inspected. 

Ventilation. — While  proper  attention  is  given  in  the  construction 
of  Prisons  to  prevent  crime  among  the  convicts,  all  should  be  done 
which  humanity  requires  to  prevent  suffering  and  sickness.  It  is 
therefore  necessary  to  provide  sufficient  ventilation.  In  several  Jails 
which  have  been  visited,  there  are  apartments  without  windows,  with- 
out chimneys  or  pipes,  and  with  no  other  places  for  the  admission  of 
air,  except  a  sm.all  orifice  in  the  doors,  and  a  few  apartments  have  been 
found,  in  which  there  was  no  orifice  in  the  doors,  and  the  only  place 
where  the  convicts  within  could  get  breath  was  through  the  cracks 
around  the  door.  In  one  of  these  dungeons  three  men  were  placed, 
and  the  keeper,  after  a  few  hours,  found  tliem  apparently  lifeless. 
They  were  brought  into  the  fresh  air,  and,  in  a  few  minutes,  revived. 
It  is  apparent  from  this  fact,  as  well  as  from  another  ascertained  by 
careful  experiment,  that  a   man    requires,  to   sustain   life,  about   four 
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barrels  of  fresh  air  in  an  hour,  that  every  apartment  in  a  Prison  should 
have  a  chimney,  pipe,  or  window,  communicating  with  the  open  air. 
A  small  orifice  in  a  door,  much  less  the  cracks  of  a  door,  opening  into 
a  close  and  narrow  passage,  do  not  afford  sufficient  air  to  sustain  life. 
There  should,  therefore,  be  particular  care,  in  the  construction  of  a 
Prison,  to  provide  free  ventilation. 

Light. — It  is  also  important  that  prisoners  should  have  sufficient 
light  to  enable  them  to  read.  There  are  a  considerable  number  of 
dark  dungeons,  in  the  Prisons  which  have  been  visited,  where  no  light 
can  ever  enter  except  from  a  torch  or  candle.  It  is  not,  however,  a 
common  thing,  in  the  Prisons  in  this  country,  to  find  convicts  immured 
in  dungeons.  In  those  Prisons  where  such  apartments  are  found, 
they  are  not  frequently  used,  but  are  kept  as  places  of  terror  to  the 
disorderly.  It  has  been  represented  in  Europe  that  the  solitary  cells 
in  the  Prison  at  Auburn,  New  York,  are  dark  dungeons,  such  as  that 
humanity  would  shudder  to  see  persons  confined  in  them.  This  is  an 
important  mistake  in  point  of  fact.  Out  of  five  hundred  and  fifty-five 
cells,  only  a  few  are  dark,  and  these  are  seldom  used.  All  the  others 
are  lighted  sufficiently  to  enable  the  convicts  to  read  the  small  print  in 
their  Bible,  with  which  they  are  furnished  by  a  law  of  the  State.  The 
wisdom  of  so  constructing  a  Prison,  that  the  convicts  may  have  suffi- 
cient light  to  enable  them  to  read  the  scriptures,  will  not  probably  be 
questioned. 

Cleanliness. — It  is  also  important  that  there  should  be  particular 
regard  to  cleanliness  in  the  construction  of  a  Prison.  In  many  Prisons 
in  this  country,  both  in  the  Northern  and  Southern  States,  there  has  been 
an  effort  so  to  construct  the  different  apartments  that  there  might  be  a 
vault  in  each.  All  the  Prisons  constructed  in  this  manner,  which  have 
been  examined,  are  excessively  offensive.  In  some,  a  person  from  the 
wholesome  air  without  is  scarcely  able  to  breathe ;  in  others,  vom- 
iting is  produced  ;  in  all,  the  filthiness  is  such  as  to  lead  to  the  con- 
clusion that  there  should  never  be  a  permanent  vault  in  a  room  where 
human  beings  are  expected  to  live  and  breathe,  to  sleep  and  eat. 
It  is  almost  impossible  that  there  should  be  any  cleanliness  where 
they  are. 

Want  of  a  sufficient  supply  of  water  is  another  cause  of  filthiness  in 
Prisons.  In  some  large  Prisons  there  is  no  bath,  and  the  prisoners* 
clothing  is  seldom  washed,  and  consequently  they  are  covered  with 
vermin.  In  others,  prisoners  have  not  been  allowed  water  enough  to 
wash  their  hands  and  face,  and  scarcely  enough  to  quench  their  thirst  ; 
and  this  their  suffering  condition  has  been  permitted,  because  water 
was  not  convenient.  In  the  construction,  therefore,  of  a  Prison,  there 
should  be  particular  regard  to  a  good  supply  of  water. 

Instruction. — It  is  also  important  to  provide  a  convenient  place  for 
communicating  instruction.  In  many  large  establishments  there  is  no 
place  of  the  kind.  In  one  State  Prison  the  chapel  has  been  converted 
into  solitary  cells ;  in  another,  into  a  v.eaver's  shop ;  in  many  large  Jails 
there  is  no  way  of  addressing  the  men  except  through  the  holes  in  the 
doors.  In  such  cases,  instruction  is  not  regularly  communicated  to  the 
convicts,  and,  when  it  is  occasionally  communicated,  it  is  under  cir- 
cumstances so  unfavorable,  as  to  lose  a  part  or  all  its  effect.  There 
should  therefore  always  be  a  chapel,  or  a  convenient  hall,  where  the 
convicts  may  be  assembled  for  divine  worship. 
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Sickness. — There  should,  also,  be  a  place  for  the  sick.  Instead  of 
this,  the  sick  are  not  unfrequently  found  in  rooms  thronged  with  other 
prisoners.  In  three  of  the  most  important  towns  in  this  country,  the 
Jails  have  no  sick  room,  and  the  sick  prisoners  were  found  lying,  in 
their  filth,  on  the  floor,  surrounded  by  convicts,  whose  noise  and  filthy 
communication  were  not  restrained  by  the  sickness  and  suflferings  of 
their  fellow  prisoners.  In  one  instance,  a  man  was  lying  on  the  floor, 
apparently  dead,  without  a  bed,  and  without  covering.  About  twenty 
of  his  fellow  prisoners  were  standing  around  the  room,  apparently  in- 
different whether  he  was  dead  or  alive.  No  physician  had  visited  the 
sick  man  for  several  days.  As  a  general  fact,  in  those  Prisons  where 
no  hospital  is  provided  for  the  sick,  there  is  a  corresponding  inatten- 
tion to  them  in  regard  to  medicine,  and  an  attendant  Physician  ;  and 
their  situation  is  deplorable.  If,  in  the  construction  of  the  Prison,  there 
is  particular  regard  to  the  sick,  these  evils  are  greatly  diminished. 

These  considerations  and  facts  render  it  apparent,  that  in  the  con- 
struction of  a  Prison,  there  should  be  particular  regard  to  security ^ 
solitary  confinement,  inspection,  ventilation,  light,  cleanliness,  instruction, 
and  sickness. 

For  a  Prison  securing  the  important  advantages  required,  we  recom- 
mend the  plan  exhibited  in  this  engraving.  It  represents  a  building, 
designed  to  contain  four  hundred  cells,  on  the  plan  of  the  north  wing 
of  the  Prison  at  Auburn,  in  the  State  of  New  York.  Retaining  the 
same  principle  of  building,  it  may  be  enlarged  for  a  Penitentiary,  or 
diminished  for  a  Jail. 

The  external  wall,  in  the  first  figure,  is  two  hundred  and  six  feet  long, 
forty-six  feet  wide,  and  three  feet  thick.  In  this  wall  are  three  rows  of 
windows,  which  are  four  feet  by  six,  except  the  lower  row,  which  are 
four  feet  square.  These  windows  are  glazed,  and  secured  by  a  strong 
grating  of  iron.  They  are  sufficiently  large  and  numerous  to  afford 
perfect  ventilation  and  light  to  the  cells. 

The  ground  view,  in  the  second  figure,  exhibits  the  foundation  of 
the  cells,  and  the  open  area  around  them.  The  centre  is  a  solid 
wall,  two  feet  in  thickness,  on  each  side  of  which  the  cells  are  arran- 
ged. The  walls  between  the  cells  are  one  foot  in  thickness ;  those 
between  the  cells  and  the  open  area,  which  are  broken  by  the  doors, 
are  two  feet.  The  cells  are  seven  feet  long,  seven  feet  high,  and  three 
and  an  half  feet  wide.  The  only  opening  from  the  cell,  except  the 
ventilator,  is  the  door,  in  the  upper  end  of  v/hich  is  an  iron  grate, 
about  eighteen  by  twenty  inches.  The  bars  of  this  grate  are  round 
iron,  three  fourths  of  an  inch  in  diameter,  placed  about  two  inches 
asunder,  leaving  orifices  smaller  than  a  man's  hand.  Through  this 
grate  all  the  light,  heat,  and  air,  are  admitted  to  the  cells.  The  ven- 
tilator, which  is  about  three  inches  in  diameter,  extends  from  the  back 
of  the  cell  to  the  roof  of  the  building.  The  door  of  the  cell,  of  which 
the  grate  is  a  part,  closes  on  the  inner  edge  of  the  wall,  leaving  a  re- 
cess between  the  door  and  the  outer  edge  of  the  wall,  two  feet  deep. 
This  recess,  in  front  of  each  door,  increases  the  difficulty  of  conversa- 
tion between  the  prisoners  ;  prevents  them  from  making  signs  to  each 
other,  or  from  seeing  far  to  the  right  or  left  on  the  galleries  ;  and 
furnishes  a  convenient  place  for  an  officer  of  the  Prison  to  converse 
with  the  prisoner,  without  being  seen  or  heard  by  those  in  the  adjoin- 


10  PRISON   DISCIPLINE    SOCIETY.  10 

ing  cells.  The  fastening  of  the  door  is  by  a  strong  latch,  connected  by 
a  hook,  with  a  bar  of  iron  placed  over  it.  This  bar  extends  from 
the  latch,  two  feet  horizontally  to  the  outer  edge  of  the  wall,  thence 
at  a  right  angle  eighteen  inches  horizontally  to  the  lock,  which 
is  beyond  the  reach  of  the  prisoner,  three  and  an  half  feet  from  the 
door. — The  area  around  the  cells,  which  is  ten  feet  wide,  is  open  from 
the  ground  to  the  roof,  in  front  of  five  stories  of  cells.  Of  this  area, 
three  feet  adjoining  the  cells,  is  occupied  by  the  galleries.  A  conven- 
ient Hospital  may  be  formed  in  this  building,  by  dispensing  with  the 
partition  walls  between  four  cells  in  the  upper  story. 

The  breastwork  of  cells,  in  the  third  figure,  exhibits  all  the  cells,  on 
either  side  of  the  centre  wall ;  that  is,  half  the  cells  in  the  building, 
together  with  the  galleries  and  staircase. 

The  advantages  of  this  mode  of  building  (besides  that  of  solitary 
confinement)  are  its  security  and  economy. 

The  security  is  fourfold ;  for  the  prisoner  must  first  escape  from  his 
cell ;  then  avoid  the  sentinel  in  the  open  area,  who  has  every  ad- 
vantage for  seeing  him ;  then  force  the  external  wall ;  and  after  all  he 
is  in  the  yard.  The  security  is  such,  that,  during  two  years,  in  which 
the  men  have  been  confined,  at  night,  in  these  cells,  at  Auburn,  no 
breach  has  been  made  upon  one  of  them. 

The  economy  is  great  in  regard  to  the  space  occupied,  and,  also,  in 
heating,  lighting,  and  guarding.  Four  hundred  cells  will  cover  only 
206  by  46  feet  of  ground.  At  Auburn,  five  small  stoves,  and  six  large 
and  twelve  small  lamps,  placed  in  the  open  area,  in  front  of  the  cell, 
beyond  the  reach  of  the  prisoners,  afford  heat  and  light  for  five  hundred 
and  fifty-five  cells  ;  and  one  sentinel  is  found  sufficient  to  guard  four  hun- 
dred prisoners,  and  cut  off  communication  between  them.  The  space 
in  front  of  the  cells  is  a  perfect  sounding  gallery ;  so  that  a  sentinel,  in 
the  open  area,  on  the  ground,  can  hear  a  whisper  from  a  distant  cell,  in 
the  upper  story. — This  experiment  has  been  tried  again  and  again,  in 
the  presence  of  the  person  furnishing  this  description. 

A  building,  in  which  these  important  advantages  are  secured  with  so 
much  economy,  is  great  gain. 

2.    RULES    AND    REGULATIONS. 

These  should  relate  to  a  thorough  Cleansing,  when  the  convicts  enter 
the  Prison ;  to  C las siji cation,  Clothing,  Diet,  Employment,  mode  and 
power  of  Punishment,  Government. 

Cleanliness. —  The  Rules  and  Regulations  should  relate  to  a 
thorough  Cleansing  ichrn  the  convicts  enter  the  Prison.  This  remark 
is  particularly  applicable  to  the  State  Prisons.  A  case  occurred,  as 
we  are  credibly  informed,  in  which  an  old  negro,  who  was  covered 
with  sores,  whose  clothes  were  filthy  rags,  and  on  whom  were  seen 
afterwards  swarms  of  vermin,  was  thrust  into  a  State  Prison,  and  lock- 
ed up,  night  after  night,  and  week  after  week,  in  a  narrow  and  filthy 
dungeon,  with  blacks  and  whites,  old  and  young,  and  made  their  con- 
stant companion.  Nothing  was  done,  when  this  poor  old  man  entered 
the  Prison,  either  to  cleanse  or  clothe  him.  He  groaned  out  a  misera- 
ble existence  for  several  months,  among  his  fellow  prisoners,  when  it 
became  necessary  to  remove  him  to  the  Hospital,  where  for  the  first 
time  his  body  was  cleansed  and  comfortably  clothed  ;   but  he  soon  died. 
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In  the  Prison  of  an  adjoining  State,  where  this  poor  old  man  died, 
it  is  no  part  of  the  regulations  ever  to  change  the  clothing,  or  cleanse 
the  bodies  of  the  prisoners  when  they  enter  it ;  and  the  consequence 
is,  what  might  be  expected,  according  to  the  statement  of  the  Commis- 
sioners in  their  last  Report,  "  vermin  of  various  kinds  abound  ;"  and 
when  the  prisoners  can  endure  it  no  longer,  they  carry  their  clothes 
to  the  forge  of  a  smith's  shop,  and  there  smoke  and  bake  them  till  the 
vermin  are  mostly  destroyed. — This  process  was  repeated  several  times 
the  last  season  ;  but  it  was  not  effectual  for  the  extermination  of  this 
plague.  Nor  is  it  believed  to  be  possible,  in  a  State  Prison,  where  a 
great  number  of  convicts  are  to  be  confined  continually  in  narrow  and 
crowded  rooms,  to  keep  the  place  clean,  without  a  standing  rule,  that 
every  prisoner  shall  be  thoroughly  cleansed  when  he  enters  the  Prison. 
Where  this  is  done,  there  is  no  complaint  of  the  evil  above  described. 

Classification. — It  should  be  a  part  of  the  Rules  and  Regulations, 
that  there  should  be  some  classification  of  the  prisoners.  It  would  be 
better,  if  Prisons  were  so  constructed,  that  there  could  be  a  perfect 
separation,  at  least  by  night ;  but  till  they  are  so  constructed,  it  is 
necessary  that  there  should  be  some  classification.  The  obvious  prin- 
ciples of  classification  require  that  males  and  females,  old  and  young, 
condemned  and  uncondemned,  blacks  and  whites,  debtors  and  crimi- 
nals, should  be  separated.  This  is  so  evident,  that  it  would  not  be  sup- 
posed that  it  is  m  any  case  neglected,  where  the  Prison  admits  of  its 
being  done  :  but  the  fact  is  not  as  we  should  suppose.  Even  the  first 
mentioned  classification,  the  separation  of  men  and  women,  is  neglected. 
In  a  principal  town  in  one  of  the  Northern  States,  the  door  of  one  of 
the  apartments  of  the  Jail  was  opened  to  a  Clergyman,  who  found 
confined  in  the  room,  a  female  with  a  base  villain,  from  whom,  she  en- 
treated him,  that  she  might  be  separated.  Several  other  cases  might 
be  mentioned,  in  which  men  and  women  have  been  found,  in  the 
different  Prisons,  confined  in  the  same  apartment,  whose  guilty  counte- 
nances indicated  their  character  and  habits.  Even  in  the  State  Prisons, 
cases  are  not  wanting  to  prove  that  female  convicts  should  be  separated 
fi-om  the  men,  and  put  under  the  care  of  a  Matron. 

The  old  and  young  should,  also,  be  separated.  In  the  arts  of  vil- 
lany,  there  are  men  who  have  grown  old.  The  first  principles  of  the 
art  are  as  familiar  to  them  as  the  alphabet.  These  principles  are  per- 
fectly simple  ;  and  if  the  object  to  be  attained  by  the  knowledge  of 
them  was  good,  they  would  be  as  beautiful  as  the  first  principles  of  any 
art.  They  are  principles,  too,  which  time  alone,  and  powerful  intel- 
lect, have  developed.  There  are  men  in  Prison,  (it  were  to  be  wished 
that  they  were  not  so  numerous,)  to  whom  these  principles  are  fa- 
miliar, who  are  never  so  happy  as  when  they  are  teaching  them.  From 
such  men,  the  novice  in  crime  may  learn  more  in  a  week,  than  he 
could  discover  by  his  unassisted  reason  in  an  age.  A  man  of  powerful 
mind,  who  had  been  ten  years  in  league  with  wicked  men,  said  that  he 
learned  more  in  five  days  after  he  was  committed  to  Prison,  than  he 
ever  knew  before.  How  great  then  is  the  folly  of  having  classes,  or 
congregations,  or  committee  rooms,  in  Prison  ;  where  the  old  and 
young  are  mixed  together  ;  where  such  men  are  teachers,  and  such 
thinnrs  are  tauarht ! 

It  must  also  be  added,  that  in  numerous  instances,  the  youth  in 


12  PRISON    DISCIPLINE    SOCIETY.  12 

Prison,  who  are  the  attentive  pupils  of  these  old  villains  by  day,  are  their 
injured  companions  by  night. 

In  view  of  this  fact,  the  National  Gazette  says,  "  we  have  before  us 
a  letter  of  recent  date,  which  exhibits  a  view  of  the  interior  of  Prisons, 
such  as  that,  if  we  durst  unveil  even  a  part,  would  strike  aghast  every 
virtuous  citizen  and  practical  Christian,  and  at  once  compel  the  re- 
spectable classes  of  society  to  a  common  and  decisive  effort  towards  a 
complete  reform  of  these  schools  of  fell  and  hideous  depravity."  While 
enough  has  come  to  our  knowledge  to  justify  the  strong  language  of 
Mr.  Walsh,  it  is  to  be  remembered,  that  these  are  deeds  of  darkness 
of  which  very  few  ever  come  to  the  light.  There  are  enough,  however, 
and  more  than  enough,  to  show  that  the  old  and  young  should  never  be 
associated  in  Prison. 

The  condemned  and  uncondemned  should  also  be  separated.  It 
not  unfrequently  happens  in  this  country,  that  this  is  not  the  fact.  A 
man  condemned  to  several  years'  imprisonment  for  robbing  the  United 
States'  Mail,  who  escaped  the  gallows,  while  his  companion  was  hung, 
has  been  found  in  the  same  apartment  of  a  Jail,  in  one  of  our  principal 
cities,  with  others  who  had  not  yet  been  proved  guilty.  This  man  ap- 
peared like  the  captain  of  the  room,  and  complained  that  he  was  liable 
to  have  any  body  put  in  the  same  room  with  him. 

In  another  instance,  a  man  condemned  to  death,  who  was  to  be 
executed  in  a  few  days  for  murder,  was  found  in  the  best  apartment 
of  a  Jail,  reading  newspapers,  with  his  fellow  prisoners,  some  of  whom 
might  have  been  uncondemned,  and  others  imprisoned  for  debt. 

In  another  instance  still,  a  man  condemned  for  murder  was  found 
roving  about  the  different  apartments  of  the  Prison,  enjoying  the  liberty 
of  the  yard,  accompanied  by  an  attendant,  and  apparently  feeling  more 
self-complacency  and  pride,  than  most  men  feel,  who  are  not  accused 
of  crime.  These  are  a  few  only  of  the  numerous  instances  which 
might  be  mentioned,  in  which  the  purposes  of  justice  are  thwarted,  by 
a  want  of  those  rules  and  regulations,  which  separate  the  condemned 
and  uncondemned. 

Blacks  and  whites  should  also  be  separated.  The  propriety  of  this 
rule  arises  from  circumstances  which  it  is  not  necessary  to  mention  ; 
but  the  fact  is  not  as  propriety  demands  that  it  should  be.  In  a  popu- 
lous town  in  the  Northern  States,  in  a  Jail  which  contained  a  large 
number  of  apartments,  unoccupied,  a  black  man  was  found  without  a 
garment,  in  a  room  with  ten  or  eleven  prisoners.  This  had  been  a 
subject  of  frequent  complaint  by  a  benevolent  gentleman,  who  had 
visited  the  jail ;  but  still  the  evil  was  permitted. 

Instances  of  a  similar  kind  have  been  frequently  found,  in  which 
there  was  not  that  classification  of  prisoners  of  which  the  building  would 
admit.  It  is  apparent  from  these  facts,  that  the  standing  rules  and 
regulations  of  Prisons,  should  require  as  much  classification  as  the  con- 
struction of  the  building  will  admit.  That  males  and  females,  old  and 
young,  blacks  and  whites,  condemned  and  uncondemned,  murderers 
and  witnesses,  debtors  and  criminals,  should  be  crowded  together,  is 
as  inconsistent  with  the  purposes  of  justice,  as  the  principles  of  religion. 
The  interests  of  society  require,  that  prisoners  should  be  classed,  if  they 
cannot  be  separated. 

Clothing. — The  feelings  of  humanity  require,  that  prisoners  should 
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be  clothed. — In  many  Jails,  in  the  larger  towns,  the  prisoners  are  fur- 
nished by  law  with  no  clothing,  and,  in  many  Penitentiaries,  where 
they  are  required  to  labor  hard  during  the  week,  they  are  furnished 
with  no  change  of  clothing  for  the  Sabbath.  In  the  former  case, 
prisoners  are  often  found  with  no  other  covering  than  blankets,  and 
these  blankets  very  filthy  and  ragged.  In  some  cases,  persons  have 
been  found  in  this  situation  who  were  detained  as  witnesses  ;  and,  in 
other  cases,  children,  who  were  not  accused  of  crime  ;  and,  in  the 
Penitentiaries,  where  no  change  of  clothing  is  allowed,  there  is  a  fil- 
thiness  which  the  community  would  not  justify  if  it  was  acquainted 
with  the  fact.  It  is  an  act  of  justice,  hov^ever,  to  the  Penitentiaries 
generally,  to  state,  that  but  one  has  been  found  where  vermin  abound- 
ed, and  this,  it  is  believed,  will  be  soon  purified.  But  there  are  sev- 
eral (and,  among  them,  some  of  the  best)  where  the  men  have  not  a 
change  of  raiment  for  the  Sabbath,  and  they  consequently  appear  in 
the  place  of  worship  in  a  dress  not  corresponding  with  the  duties  of 
the  place.  This  is  a  subject  of  complaint,  in  some  instances,  by  the 
officers,  who  are  perfectly  aware  of  the  good  effect  of  cleanliness,  but 
who  have  not  been  able  to  obtain  for  the  convicts  this  indulgence.  In 
those  cases,  in  which  the  indulgence  has  been  granted,  the  good  ef- 
fects of  it  have  been  seen  in  the  greater  propriety  of  behavior,  on  the 
part  of  the  prisoners,  during  the  religious  services  of  the  Sabbath,  and 
in  the  more  cheerful  and  faithful  performance  of  the  duties  of  the 
week. 

The  expense  of  doing  this  should  not  be  made  an  objection  to  it ;  be- 
cause the  whole  expense  of  a  prisoner's  clothing  and  bedding  for  a  year, 
in  the  New  Hampshire  Prison,  which  is  very  superior  in  these  respects, 
was,  during  the  year  ending  May  31,  1822,  only  $5  27.  A  m.ere 
change  of  clothing  for  the  Sabbath  would  increase  this  expense  very 
little,  and  this  trifling  additional  expense  would  probably  be  more  than 
repaid  in  the  encouragement  it  would  afford  to  industry  during  the 
week.  That  the  prisoners,  then,  should  be  clothed,  and  furnished  with 
a  change  of  clothing  for  the  Sabbath,  seem^s  to  be  required  by  the  feel- 
ings of  humanity,  if  not  of  sound  policy. 

Diet. — They  should  also  be  fed  with  wholesome  food,  in  sufficient 
quantities  to  preserve  life  and  health.  This  subject  is  not  introduced 
here  because  prisoners  have  been  found  in  this  country  complaining  of 
hunger.  Very  few,  if  any,  cases  of  this  kind  have  been  known  to  ex- 
ist, except  where  food  has  been  taken  away  as  a  punishment.  The  com- 
mon allowance  of  food  in  the  Penitentiaries  is  equivalent  to  one  pound 
of  meat,  one  pound  of  bread,  and  one  pound  of  vegetables,  per  day.  It 
varies  a  little  from  this  in  some  of  them,  but  it  is  generally  equiva- 
lent to  it.  It  should  also  be  stated,  that  this  food  is  generally  whole- 
some and  well  prepared.  The  subject  is  therefore  not  introduced  be- 
cause there  are  known  to  be  great  abuses,  in  this  country,  in  regard 
to  the  food  of  prisoners,  but  because  an  opinion  prevails  extensively 
that  the  convicts  in  our  Penitentiaries  have  too  much  food,  of  a  quality 
better  than  they  ought  to  receive.  This  opinion,  which  is  entertained 
by  highly  respectable  individuals,  may  lead  to  an  evil  widely  different 
from  that  of  which  they  complain,  and  of  greater  magnitude.  In 
the  Milbank  Penitentiary,  in  Great  Britain,  an  experiment  has  been 
made  on  man,  as  to  the  quantity  of  food  necessary  to  keep  him  alive. 
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In  such  extensive  establishments  a  step  once  taken  may  lead  to  fatal 
consequences  before  it  can  be  retraced.  In  this  establishment,  near 
London,  the  advocates  of  a  severe  discipline  demanded  a  reduction  of 
the  diet  of  the  prisoners,  and  a  calculation  was  made,  about  the  close  of 
the  year  1S22,  to  ascertain  how  little  food  would  sustain  human  life. 
There  was  at  that  time,  in  the  Prison,  about  800  convicts,  and  their 
diet  was  reduced  to  half  a  pound  of  bread  per  day,  and  the  soup  made 
of  ox  heads,  in  the  proportion  of  one  ox  head  to  one  hundred  males, 
and  the  same  to  one  hundred  and  twenty  females.  A  general  decay  of 
health  was  apparent ;  but  the  scurvy  did  not  appear  till  January,  1823. 
The  cases  of  disease  increased  rapidly,  and  on  the  28th  of  February, 
one  hundred  and  eighteen  were  sick,  and  on  the  10th  of  April,  more  than 
four  hundred.  It  v/as  found,  on  inquiry,  that  the  meat  of  an  ox  head 
weighed  only  eight  pounds,  which,  being  divided  among  one  hundred, 
allows  only  one  ounce  and  a  quarter  to  each  prisoner.  To  this  diet,  the 
College  of  Physicians,  after  long  delay,  ascribed  the  production  of  the 
disease.  It  became  necessary,  at  length,  to  remove  every  prisoner  from 
the  establishment,  which  was  done,  and  the  whole  was  purified.  In 
consequence  of  this  sickness,  the  House  of  Commons  resolved  to  give 
to  the  future  inmates  a  full  and  nutritive  diet,  as  to  quality  and  amount. 
This  experiment  on  human  life  may  be  of  great  use  on  this  side  of  the 
Atlantic,  by  preventing  a  severity  as  dangerous  to  life  as  excessive  in- 
dulgence is  injurious  to  morals.  The  experiment  shows  that  eight  oun- 
ces of  bread,  and  one  and  a  quarter  of  meat,  cannot  sustain  life ;  it  does 
not  show,  however,  that  three  pounds  of  food  per  day  is  necessary  to 
life  and  health,  and  it  may  still  be  a  question  of  great  importance, 
whether  the  Milbank  Penitentiary  was  not  in  one  extreme,  and  the 
Penitentiaries  in  the  United  States  in  the  other  ;  so  that  the  subject  is 
still  open  for  consideration  and  experiment ;  though  it  is  apparent  from 
the  experiment  at  Milbank,  that  it  should  be  conducted  with  great  dis- 
cretion when  human  life  is  at  stake. 

There  has  been  an  experiment  at  Lamberton,  New  Jersey,  upon  the 
men  in  solitary  cells,  which  resulted  differently  from  that  at  Milbank. 
At  Lamberton,  the  men  on  whom  the  experiment  was  tried,  were  con- 
fined the  whole  term  of  their  sentence  in  solitary  cells.  Some  of  them 
had  been  confined  eighteen  months,  and  some  two  years.  Their  al- 
lowance of  food  was  only  half  the  allowance  of  the  men  who  were  em- 
ployed in  the  shops,  and  the  allowance  of  the  men  in  the  shops  was 
only  half  a  pound  of  meat,  together  with  one  pound  of  bread,  one  gill 
of  molasses,  and  about  half  a  pound  of  vegetables  per  day  ;  but  even 
this  reduced  allowance  had  no  other  effect  upon  the  men  than  to  sub- 
due their  passions  ;  it  did  not  injure  their  health.  They  appeared  as 
well,  at  least,  as  any  class  of  prisoners,  who  have  been  visited,  in  this 
country  ;  and  the  keeper,  who  has  been  thirteen  years  in  the  institu- 
tion, stated,  that  the  effect  of  solitary  confinement,  with  this  diet,  had 
been  very  good,  and  that  the  prisoners  all  left  the  cells  with  a  strong 
determination  never  to  return  to  them,  and  no  one  had  yet  returned, 
nor  did  he  believe  that  any  one  would  ever  return.  If  he  was  correct 
in  this  opinion,  and  there  was  every  thing  in  the  appearance  and  con- 
versation of  the  prisoners  in  the  cells  to  induce  the  belief  that  he  was 
correct,  then  this  mode  of  punishment,  with  reduced  allowance  of  food, 
is  much  better  than  where  one  half,  or  one  third,  of  the  whole  number 
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of  prisoners  are  committed  a  second,  third,  fourth,  fifth  or  sixth  time, 
which  is  the  fact  in  several  penitentiaries  in  the  United  States,  where 
the  men  are  fed  abundantly. 

The  subject,  therefore,  of  the  prisoner's  diet,  is  one  of  great  impor- 
tance, concerning  which,  there  is  a  considerable  diversity  of  opinion 
and  experiment ;  but  which  seems  not  yet  to  be  established  by  any 
common  rule  of  acknowledged  worth. 

Employment.  The  best  mode  of  employing  prisoners  next  claims 
our  consideration.  And  on  this  subject,  the  first  thing  that  demands 
our  attention  is  the  variety  of  curious  trades,  which  are  introduced 
into  some  of  our  Penitentiaries  ;  particularly  in  the  metals ;  such  as 
whitesmiths,  locksmiths,  gunsmiths,  brass  founders,  coppersmiths,  &c. 
&/C.,  which  are  all  admirably  adapted  to  fiXrnish  implements  of  mischief 
and  skill,  in  the  arts  of  conterfeiting  money  and  picking  locks.  For 
instance,  in  a  Penitentiary  in  an  adjoining  State,  a  convict  of  many 
years'  experience  in  the  arts  of  villany,  who  had  been  associated  with 
gangs  of  counterfeiters,  and  was  possessed,  at  the  time  of  his  arrest,  of 
great  quantities  and  varieties  of  curious  tools,  and  plates,  and  bills,  was 
located,  in  the  Prison  to  which  he  was  condemned,  at  the  head  of  the 
whitesmith's  shop.  This  shop  was  well  furnished,  at  the  expense  of 
the  State,  with  all  the  instruments  which  such  an  artist  would  desire  to 
use,  and  had  a  vvindow  in  it,  opening  into  the  street,  through  which  he 
could  deliver  any  altered  or  counterfeit  money,  and  receive  materials 
to  alter  it. 

Take  another  instance.  A  copper  plate  printer  was  arrested  for 
being  possessed  of  copper  plates  for  making  counterfeit  bills,  and  for 
being  largely  engaged  in  the  trade. — He  was  sentenced  to  the  State 
Prison,  and  there,  as  a  matter  of  particular  favor,  he  was  permitted  to 
have  a  room  fitted  up  by  himself,  where  he  could  place  his  copper  plate 
press,  and  carry  on  his  former  occupation  of  copper  plate  printer. 

Take  another  illustration.  The  locks  for  Leverett-street  Jail,  Boston, 
were  made  in  the  State  Prison,  at  Charlestown.  The  reason  for  this 
was,  that  locks  of  more  curious  construction  could  be  obtained  there, 
than  elsewhere.  Of  course,  the  first  principles  of  this  curious  art  were 
better  understood ;  and  if  understood,  taught ;  and  if  taught,  tested. 
These  principles,  thus  tested  in  Prison,  might  afterwards  be  reduced 
to  practice,  wherever  the  pupils  in  so  good  a  school  should  have  their 
lot  cast ;  not  so  much,  however,  to  furnish  locks,  which  no  keys  could 
open,  as  to  furnish  keys,  which  no  locks  could  resist.  We  only  allude 
to  this  subject,  in  this  place  ;  as  our  only  object  here  is,  to  illustrate  an 
obvious  principle,  viz.  that  all  curious  arts,  in  the  metals,  are  out  of 
place  in  a  Penitentiary. — They  greatly  facilitate  the  means  of  render- 
ing Penitentiaries,  what  they  have  often  been  called  of  late  years, 
schools  of  vice. 

Against  other  trades,  which  are  pursued  in  these  institutions,  no 
such  objection  is  found.  Coopers,  weavers,  shoemakers,  tailors,  hat- 
ters, and  stone  cutters,  cannot  so  easily  pervert  the  design  of  their  em- 
ployment. The  instruments  which  they  use  are  few  and  simple,  and 
not  easily  converted  into  implements  of  mischief  These  trades,  there- 
fore, are  much  more  safe  in  a  Penitentiary,  than  the  curious  arts  of 
whitesmiths,  lockmakers,  and  copper  plate  printers. 

Another  objection   to  the  latter  class   of  trades  is,  that  the  tools, 
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necessary  to  a  successful  prosecution  of  them,  are  numerous,  compli- 
cated and  expensive.  Not  so  with  the  tools  used  in  the  other  arts; 
they  are  few,  simple,  and  cheap. 

Besides,  the  curious  arts  are  difficult  to  learn,  while  the  simple  arts 
are  not.  And  the  more  curious  arts  are  not  in  the  same  general  de- 
mand, after  the  convicts  leave  the  Prison.  A  shoemaker,  tailor,  or 
stone  cutter,  may  easily  find  employment.  A  whitesmith,  lockmaker, 
or  any  other  curious  artificer  in  the  metals,  not  so  easily.  Besides, 
the  most  simple  arts  are  the  most  profitable.  In  those  Penitentiaries, 
where  there  is  a  great  variety  of  employment,  the  expense  to  the  State 
is  much  greater  than  where  some  one  simple  and  useful  trade  occupies 
the  time  of  a  majority  of  the  men.  This  shows  not  only  the  inexpedi- 
ency of  introducing  a  great  variety  of  curious  arts  into  a  Penitentiary  ; 
but  brings  to  view  another  principle,  of  great  importance  in  the  suc- 
cessful management  of  these  institutions,  viz. 

Unity  of  employment  is  of  greater  importance  than  variety.  If  the 
employments  are  various,  the  overseers  of  the  shops  must  be  numerous, 
and  this  is  expensive.  The  number  of  men,  too,  engaged  in  each 
branch  of  business,  must  be  small,  and  the  profits  from  their  labor 
will  not  pay  the  master  of  the  shop.  A  few  shoemakers,  a  few  hatters, 
a  few  comb  and  brush  makers,  a  few  nailmakers,  &c.,  requiring  in 
each  shop  a  superintendent,  employed  at  considerable  expense,  will 
explain  in  part  the  fact,  that  Penitentiaries  have  been  so  great  a  burden 
in  regard  to  expense  :  while  either  of  the  trades,  occupying  the  atten- 
tion of  a  majority  of  the  m.en,  under  one  superintendent,  might  have 
yielded  an  income. 

If  the  correctness  of  these  remarks  be  admitted,  the  question  may 
still  arise,  Which  of  the  most  simple  and  common  arts  is,  on  the  whole, 
to  be  preferred?  And  in  answer  to  this  question,  there  is  no  hazard 
in  saying,  that  where  the  material  is  easily  obtained,  and  the  market 
good,  the  stone  cutting  is  the  best.  In  regard  to  this  business,  it  is 
worthy  of  remark,  that  the  raw  material  is  cheap  ;  it  is  not  easily  in- 
jured ;  the  art  of  cutting  it  is  soon  learned  ;  it  is  laborious  and  healthy ; 
it  requires  little  superintendence ;  the  tools  are  few  and  simple  ;  the 
demand  for  the  work  is  great ;  the  business,  on  the  whole,  more  profit- 
able to  the  institution ;  and  the  knowledge  of  the  art  very  useful  to  the 
convicts  after  they  leave  the  Prison.  This  is  the  principal  employment 
in  the  New  Hampshire  and  Massachusetts'  Prisons,  which  are  the  least 
expensive,  or,  rather,  which  yield  the  greatest  profit  to  the  State. 

Another  employment,  to  which  there  are  few  objections,  which  has 
been  found  profitable  in  several  Penitentiaries,  is  weaving.  This  is  the 
principal  employment  in  the  Vermont  and  Maryland  Penitentiaries. 
The  article  is  such  as  cannot  be  manufactured  in  the  steam  loom,  or  by 
water  power  ;  it  therefore  pays  well  for  manual  labor.  It  is,  besides, 
a  business  which  furnishes  the  old  and  infirm,  as  well  as  the  young,  a 
profitable  employment.  It  also  permits  the  men  to  be  so  located  in 
the  shop,  that  it  is  not  difficult  to  prevent  communication  between 
them.  It  is,  too,  a  safe  employment,  easily  learnt,  requiring  but  few, 
simple,  and  not  expensive  tools,  and  it  is  useful  when  the  men  leave 
the  Prison.  With  this  business,  the  Vermont  Prison  has  nearly  sup- 
ported itself,  for  five  years,  and  the  Baltimore  Prison  has  been  less 
expensive  to  the  State  than  many  others. 
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The  other  common  trades,  in  the  Penitentiaries,  in  this  country, 
such  as  the  shoemaker's,  cooper's,  tailor's,  hatter's,  have  never  been 
pursued  with  much  profit,  and  in  some  instances  they  have  involved 
the  State  in  heavy  annual  expenditures.  Whether  this  is  to  be  attrib- 
uted more  to  the  nature  of  the  employment,  or  the  mismanagement  of 
the  business,  is  doubtful. 

If  these  statements  in  regard  to  the  employment  of  the  convicts  in 
our  Penitentiaries  are  correct,  it  appears  that  the  curious  arts  in  the 
metals  are  out  of  place  ;  that  stone  cutting  is  the  best  business  where 
it  can  be  pursued  ;  that  weaving  has  been  found  very  good  ;  and  that 
the  business  of  shoemakers,  tailors,  hatters,  coopers,  &c.,  though  they 
are  not  particularly  objectionable,  have  not  been  found  very  profitable. 

Mode  of  Punish:hiext. — The  punishments  used  in  these  institu- 
tions now  claim  our  attention.  These  are  stripes,  chains,  and  solitary 
confinement,  with  hunger.  In  regard  to  these  different  modes  of  pun- 
ishment, there  is  a  considerable  diversity  of  opinion  and  practice,  in 
this  country.  In  some  extensive  establishments,  chains  and  stripes  are 
dispensed  with  altogether.  In  others,  both  are  used  severely.  In 
others  still,  stripes  alone  are  used.  At  Auburn,  stripes  are  almost  the 
only  mode  of  punishment.  In  Richmond,  Baltimore,  Philadelphia, 
New  York  city,  Charlestown,  and  Concord,  solitary  confinement  mostly, 
with  a  small  allowance  of  bread  and  water.  In  Connecticut,  stripes, 
chains,  solitary  confinement,  and  severe  hunger.  If  the  efficacy  of 
these  different  modes  of  punishment  were  to  be  judged  of  by  the 
discipline  of  the  respective  institutions,  punishment  by  stripes,  as  at 
Auburn,  would  be  preferred.  The  difference,  in  the  order,  industry, 
and  subdued  feeling,  as  exhibited  by  the  prisoners,  is  greatly  in  favor 
of  the  prison  at  Auburn.  This  difference,  however,  is  to  be  attributed, 
not  so  much  to  the  mode  of  punishment,  as  to  the  separation  of  the 
convicts  at  night,  and  several  other  salutary  regulations,  which  are  not 
adopted  elsewhere.  At  the  same  time,  a  part  of  the  difference  is  sup- 
posed by  the  friends  of  this  system,  to  arise  from  the  mode  of  punish- 
ment. In  favor  of  this  mode,  the  advocates  of  it  urge  the  following 
reasons  ;  it  requires  less  time  ;  the  mind  of  the  prisoner  does  not  brood 
over  it,  and  settle  down  in  deliberate  resentment  and  malignity  ;  it  is 
in  some  cases  more  effectual ;  it  is  less  severe  ;  it  can  be  more  easily 
proportioned  to  the  offence. 

That  it  requires  less  time,  there  can  be  no  doubt;  and  if  in  other 
respects,  it  is  as  good  or  better,  it  is  for  this  reason  to  be  preferred. 

That  the  mind  of  the  prisoner  does  not  brood  over  it,  as  over  solitary 
confinement  and  hunger,  there  can  be  no  doubt.  But  then  it  would 
be  said  by  the  advocates  of  solitary  confinement,  that  this  is  an  argu- 
ment against  stripes,  because  the  effect  is  not  so  permanent.  It  may 
be  said  in  reply,  that  if  the  effect  of  punishment  is  bad,  it  ought  not  to 
be  permanent,  and  men  often  appear  subdued  by  solitary  confinement 
and  hunger,  merely  for  the  sake  of  being  relieved,  while  in  their  liearts, 
there  is  a  rankling  enmity  against  the  mode  of  punishment,  and  the 
person  inflicting  it.  If  this  effect  is  produced,  the  punishment,  so  far 
as  the  convict  is  concerned,  is  injurious.  That  this  is  the  fact,  in 
many  instances,  those  who  have  been  conversant  with  prisoners  have 
melancholy  evidence. 

But  while  this  is  admitted,  it  is  also  true,  that  the  instances  are  nu- 
2* 
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merous,  in  which  solitary  confinement,  with  low  diet,  have  not  failed 
to  subdue  men,  who  appeared  to  be  hardened  against  every  other  mode 
of  punishment.  The  officers  of  the  New  Hampshire  and  Philadelphia 
Penitentiaries  bear  testimony  to  this.  And  moreover,  that  the  end  is 
often  gained,  in  much  less  time,  than  it  was  supposed  would  be  neces- 
sary. 

It  is  objected,  however,  to  solitary  confinement,  that  it  is  a  mode  of 
punishment  which  operates  unequally.  If  a  man  has  been  fond  of  so- 
ciety ;  if  his  mind  has  been  cultivated  ;  if  his  sensibility  is  acute  ;  soli- 
tary confinement  is  a  terrible  punishment.  If,  on  the  contrary,  the 
man  is  a  mere  animal  ;  if  he  is  stupid,  and  ignorant,  and  carnal ;  if 
the  operations  of  his  mind  are  dull  and  sleepy  ;  if,  in  one  word,  he 
is  like  the  torpid  animals,  (and  there  are  men  of  this  description,)  soli- 
tary confinement  is  much  less  severe  than  stripes. 

Nor  is  solitary  confinement,  in  the  former  case,  a  more  severe  and 
effectual  mode  of  punishment,  especially  if  the  convict  is  a  proud  man ; 
nor  is  it  as  much  so,  as  stripes.  A  man  in  a  narrow  cell,  which  was 
almost  a  dungeon,  where  he  had  been  in  heavy  chains,  on  a  small  allow- 
ance of  food,  three  months,  was  asked  whether  he  had  rather  remain 
three  months  longer,  in  the  same  situation,  than  receive  a  small  number 
of  stripes  on  his  bare  back.     He  said  he  had  rather  remain. 

It  should  be  stated,  however,  that  his  allowance  of  food  had  not  been 
so  much  diminished,  as  greatly  to  reduce  his  body,  as  is  sometimes  the 
case.  In  those  cases,  where  the  allowance  of  food  is  six  or  eight 
ounces  of  bread  per  day,  with  water  only  ;  and  in  those  cells,  which 
in  winter  are  warmed  iDy  no  fire,  solitary  confinement  produces  the 
most  intense  and  aggravated  suffering.  In  such  cases,  there  is  noth- 
ing but  death,  which  the  most  obdurate  villain  would  not  endure  to 
be  relieved  from  it,  after  a  confinement  generally  of  less  than  thirty 
days.  In  these  cases,  it  is  difficult  to  tell,  whether  the  cold,  the  hun- 
ger, the  pangs  of  a  guilty  conscience,  the  fear  of  death,  the  wretched- 
ness of  being  subject  to  revenge  and  malignity,  is  the  greatest  cause 
of  suffering,  and  whether  each  of  them  is  not  equal  to  the  pain  of  soli- 
tary confinement.  Stripes,  in  comparison  with  solitary  confinement,  in 
such  circumstances,  are  not  severe. 

It  is  obvious,  from  these  remarks,  that  the  severity,  and  effect,  and 
adaptation  of  punishment  to  crime,  depends  more  on  the  manner,  than 
on  the  kind  of  punishment.  Stripes  may  be  made,  and  it  is  believed 
in  more  instances  than  one  in  our  Penitentiaries,  have  been  made,  to 
result  in  death.  Solitary  confinement  has  brought  the  men  to  a  state 
of  insensibility,  and  in  some  cases  produced  diseases,  which  have  ter- 
minated in  death.  Chains  so  heavy  have  been  used,  and  for  so  long 
a  time,  as  to  mar  the  flesh,  and  produce  most  painful  wounds.  It  is 
perfectly  obvious  from  these  remarks,  that  punishment,  of  whatever 
kind,  should  be  committed  to  persons  of  discretion,  and  that  there 
should  be  some  checks  to  prevent  abuses. 

It  is,  also,  obvious,  that  different  modes  may  be  adapted  to  different 
individuals  and  circumstances,  and  that  discretionary  power,  as  to  the 
mode,  as  well  as  the  manner,  ought  to  be  left  with  the  government  of 
the  Prison. 

It  is  obvious,  too,  that  the  best  security,  which  society  can  have,  thai 
suitable  punishments  will  be  inflicted  in  a  suitable  manner,  must  arise 
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from  the  character  of  the  men  to  whom  the  government  of  tJie  Prison  is 
intrusted. — There  are  men,  whom  no  laws  would  restrain  from  indis- 
cretion and  cruelty,  if  not  barbarity,  in  punishment.  There  are  others, 
whose  humanity  is  excessive,  and  they  would  never  punish  at  all.  To 
men  of  either  class,  the  power  of  punishment,  and  the  management  of 
Penitentiaries,  should  not  be  intrusted. 

Power  of  Punishment. — One  question  remains,  of  no  small  im- 
portance, viz.  where  the  power  of  punishment  should  be  vested ;  in 
the  turnkey,  in  the  warden,  or  in  the  directors.  If  in  the  directors, 
there  is  a  want  of  promptitude,  and  sometimes  a  difference  of  opinion 
between  them  and  the  warden  ;  if  in  the  warden,  great  power  is  com- 
mitted to  one  man ;  if  in  the  turnkeys,  they  are,  in  numerous  instan- 
ces, possessed  of  too  little  judgment  and  character  to  use  it  wisely. 
From  observation  of  the  present  state  of  the  Penitentiaries,  it  is  evin- 
ced, that  there  is  not  much  discipline,  if  it  is  in  the  directors.  There 
is  not  strict  propriety  of  government,  where  it  is  assumed  by  the  turn- 
keys ;  and  there  are  not  many  objections  to  the  discipline,  where  the 
power  of  punishment  is  vested  in  the  warden,  if  he  is  a  man  worthy  of 
the  place.  In  New  Hampshire,  in  New  York,  at  Sing  Sing  and  Au- 
burn, the  power  of  punishment  is  in  the  warden,  and  in  these  Prisons 
the  discipline  is  admirable.  It  is  to  be  remembered,  however,  that 
there  are  other  causes  to  produce  this  admirable  discipline  in  these  in- 
stitutions, of  Vvhich  we  shall  have  occasion  to  say  more  hereafter.  If 
these  statements  are  correct,  it  appears,  that  in  those  cases  where  the 
warden  has  the  power  of  punishment,  the  fewest  evils  exist,  and  the 
security  that  they  will  not  exist,  is  found  in  the  character  of  the  officer 
to  whom  the  poiver  is  intrusted. 

These  remarks  on  punishment  have  been  made  to  shoio  the  difficultif 
of  the  subject  and  the  vast  importance  of  committing  the  power  to  wise 
and  good  men. 

Government. — Having  made  the  above  statements  and  remarks  up- 
on the  mode  and  power  of  punishment  in  Prisons,  the  next  subject 
which  claims  our  consideration  is  the  government  of  these  institutions. 
On  this  subject,  the  following  remarks  from  a  commissioner  of  a  Pen- 
itentiary, in  an  adjoining  State,  are  worthy  of  particular  consideration. 
"One  of  the  most  serious  difficulties,"  he  says,  ''which  has  presented 
itself,  is  the  subject  of  the  prison  government.  Where  shall  it  be 
lodged?  If  in  a  warden  only,  subject  to  no  supervision,  except  that 
of  the  Legislature,  or  the  Council,  we  have  a  board  to  examine,  not 
acquainted  with  the  subject,  selected  without  reference  to  their  quali- 
fications for  the  task,  and  holding  their  offices  but  for  a  short  period. 
This  control  will  therefore  amount  to  very  little.  The  advantages  of 
this  plan  will  be,  great  efficiency,  the  concentration  in  the  hands  of 
one  man  of  all  the  responsibility  and  all  the  power.  And  if  he  is  a 
good  and  faithful  man,  I  should  expect  greater  prosperity  to  the  insti- 
tution in  this  way  than  in  any  other.  This  is  substantially  the  case 
with  the  New  Hampshire  Prison — but  how  rarely  do  we  see  a  man 
like  the  superintendent  of  that  Prison,  who  can  so  manage  such  an  in- 
stitution ! 

If  we  create  a  board  of  directors,  acting  concurrently  with  the 
warden,  but  who  do  not  possess  the  power  of  appointing  the  warden, 
we  must  expect  that  state  of  things,  which  must  result  from  divided 
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responsibility,  jealous  if  not  hostile  feeling,  and  distracted  counsel ;  but 
we  secure  the  advantages  of  mutual  inspection  and  watchfulness.     This, 

if  I  mistake  not,  is  the  condition  of  the  Prison  at . 

If,  on  the  contrary,  we  constitute  a  board  of  directors,  who  appoint 
and  control  and  direct  the  warden,  and  who  take  an  active  part  in  the 
management  of  the  Prison,  the  warden  will  become  their  creature  and 
tool ;  one  of  the  directors  will  insensibly  become  the  acting  man,  and 
the  others  mere  ciphers,  and  there  is  then  no  intermediate  board  who 
can  inspect  or  control,  the  responsibility  is  divided,  and  every  species  of 

abuse  will  creep  in.     And  this  is  the  condition  of  the  Prison  at . 

What  can  be  done  ?  Can  a  board  of  visitors  or  a  committee  of 
humanity  be  instituted? — if  they  are  invested  v»ith  any  power,  will  they 
not  interfere  with  and  embarrass  the  warden?  I  should  fear  it,  and 
yet  the  prisoner  ought  to  have  some  protector  against  the  mal-treatment 
of  his  keeper. 

I  have  on  the  whole  come  to  the  conclusion,  that  a  permanent 
board  of  three  directors  was  best.  This  board  to  overlook  the  warden, 
to  approve  or  reject  the  by-laws  proposed  by  him,  and  to  leave  all  the 
management  to  him,  Avho  should  be  solely  responsible  for  the  condition 
of  the  institution.  As  a  check  upon  him,  I  would  have  the  directors 
in  succession  attend  at  the  Prison  every  Monday  m^orning,  and  settle 
with  the  warden  the  concerns  of  the  preceding  week,  look  carefully  to 
the  condition  of  the  Prison  and  the  prisoners,  have  frequent  private  ex- 
aminations of  the  prisoners,  and  act  in  all  respects  as  a  committee  of 
humanity. 

I  believe,  after  all,  this  simple  arrangement  will  accomplish  more 
than  a  complicated  arrangement ;  but  1  would  on  no  account  allow  the 
directors  to  control  the  warden,  as  to  employm.ent  of  prisoners,  govern- 
ment, purchases  or  sales  ;    I  mean  in  individual  cases  or  articles." 

The  plan  of  vesting  the  government  as  proposed  in  this  communica- 
tion, is  proposed  by  a  gentleman  of  careful  observation,  who  has  devoted 
much  time  to  this  subject,  and  whose  judgment  is  worthy  of  particular 
consideration.  The  plan  is  simple,  it  is  well  provided  with  checks  and 
balances,  and  with  men  of  integrity  to  fill  the  places  of  directors  and 
warden,  it  will  without  doubt  be  successful.  Without  such  men, 
neither  this  plan  nor  any  other  can  save  the  State  from  continual  fraud. 
In  all  Penitentiaries,  and  in  every  plan  for  their  government,  the  offi- 
cers, if  they  are  destitute  of  moral  principle,  can  find  opportunities  for 
deception  and  iniquity.  This  is  sufficiently  apparent  from  the  history 
of  the  past.  It  is  therefore  of  the  utmost  importance,  that  men  of  great 
integrity  should  be  intrusted  with  the  execution  of  the  plan,  or  even 
the  plan  proposed  will  fail. 

In  regard  to  the  cljoice  of  proper  men  to  assist  the  warden  in  the 
government,  as  subordinate  oflicers,  there  has  been  great  difficulty. 
Men  destitute  of  humanity,  men  of  violent  and  virulent  passions,  men 
of  obscene  and  profane  conversation,  men  who  have  been  detected  in 
acts  of  villany  and  nefarious  plans  of  wickedness  with  prisoners,  men 
v/ho  would  accept  a  bribe,  men  who  would  make  a  league  with  counter- 
feiters, m.en  who  would  defraud  the  State,  such  men  have  been  connect- 
ed with  the  government  of  these  institutions.  These  declarations  are 
founded  in  fact,  in  facts  which  liave  been  proved,  and  the  guilty  per- 
petrators of    such  v^'ickedness    have    been   accused,   condemned,   dis- 
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charged,  and  left  to  feel  the  stings  of  their  guilty  consciences.  In  say- 
ing this,  no  allusion  is  made  to  those  who  have  not  been  proved  guilty. 
These  are  sufficient  for  the  present  purpose,  and  show  the  immense  im- 
portance of  intrusting  the  government  of  these  institutions  to  men  of 
integrity.  To  no  officer,  in  any  one  of  them,  who  has  not  been  proved 
guilty,  is  any  allusion  made  in  the  above  statement.  If  any  offence, 
therefore,  is  felt,  it  should  be  with  the  condemned,  whose  conduct  has 
laid  the  foundation  of  it,  and  not  with  the  illustration  of  an  important 
principle.  It  is  perhaps  unnecessary  to  say  any  thing  to  guard  against 
being  misunderstood,  for  the  statement  is  perfectly  plain,  and,  if  men 
are  conscious  of  integrity,  they  will  not  be  suspicious  that  allusion  is 
made  to  them ;  and,  if  they  have  not  been  proved  guilty,  the  statement 
does  not  apply  to  them.  At  the  same  time,  it  would  be  improper  to  make 
any  explanation  of  what  has  been  said,  which  should  have  a  tendency, 
in  any  degree,  to  relieve  a  guilty  conscience.  If  men  of  the  character 
described  are  still  in  places  of  trust,  in  our  Penitentiaries,  it  is  time  that 
their  consciences  should  prompt  them  to  change  their  character  and 
conduct,  or  to  leave  their  station  ;  for  they  must  know,  better  than  we, 
that  none  but  men  of  integrity  ought  to  hold  the  offices  of  which  they 
are  incumbents. 

Having  considered  the  place  where  the  power  should  be  lodged  in 
the  government  of  a  Penitentiary,  and  the  character  of  the  men  who 
should  hold  these  places  of  trust,  we  make  a  single  remark  concern- 
ing the  number  of  men  proper  to  be  employed  in  the  government. 
There  arc  instances  in  our  Penitentiaries  of  extravagant  expenditure 
to  support  a  number  of  men  altogether  disproportionate  to  the  duties, 
and  the  number  of  prisoners.  In  one  Penitentiary,  with  nearly  one 
hundred  convicts,  is  found  five  keepers  ;  and,  in  another,  with  about 
the  same  number  of  convicts,  twenty-two  keepers  ;  and,  in  another, 
with  more  than  four  hundred  convicts,  twenty-three  keepers  :  if,  there- 
fore, the  first  and  last  have  a  sufficient  number,  the  second  has  many 
more  than  a  sufficient  number.  If  it  be  said  that  the  construction 
of  the  Prison,  and  the  employment,  in  the  second,  make  it  more  diffi- 
cult for  twenty  to  guard  one  hundred  than  for  five  to  guard  the  same 
number  in  the  other  Prisons,  this  aflfords  a  strong  argument  for  a 
reformation  in  regard  to  construction  and  employment,  especially  when 
it  is  added,  to  the  above  statement,  that,  in  the  institution  where  the 
keepers  are  as  one  to  five,  the  expense  to  the  State  is  seven  thousand 
dollars  for  one  hundred  convicts,  and,  in  the  institution  where  the  keep- 
ers are  to  the  convicts  as  one  to  fifteen,  the  income  to  the  State  is  five 
thousand  dollars  from  sixty.  It  is  evident,  from  this  statement,  which 
might  be  confirmed  by  many  more,  if  it  were  necessary,  that  the  keep- 
ers should  be  to  the  convicts  as  one  to  fifteen  or  twenty,  which  is 
enough,  if  the  construction  of  the  Prison,  and  the  employment  of  the 
l)risoners,  is  as  it  should  be. — We  have  now  finished  our  remarks  con- 
cerning the  government  of  a  Penitentiary,  and  proceed  to  a  considera- 
tion, as  proposed, 

3.   OF  THE  PROGRESS  OF  CRIME,  WITH  THE  CAUSES  OF  IT,  INCLUDING  THE 
EVILS   OF  THE  PENITENTIARY  SYSTEM. 

Progress  of  Crime. — And  first,  concerning  the  number  of  prison- 
ers in  the  country,  at  the  present  time,  and  a  comparison  of  the  present 
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number  with  the  number  in  former  years,  in  order  to  ascertain  the 
progress  of  crime.  The  whole  number  of  prisoners  in  the  Penitentia- 
ries in  the  United  States,  at  the  present  time,  is  about  three  thousand 
-five  hundred  ;  of  whom  one  third  part,  at  least,  are  in  the  State  of  New 
York  ;  one  sixth  part  in  Pennsylvania  ;  and  one  tenth  part  in  Mas- 
sachusetts. In  several  of  the  States  there  are  no  Penitentiaries,  and 
we  have  not  the  documents  necessary  to  ascertain  the  number  of  pris- 
oners in  the  Jails  of  those  States,  under  sentence  of  the  Court.  Among 
the  States  near  the  seaboard,  there  are  no  Penitentiaries  in  Delaware 
and  North  and  South  Carolina.  Among  the  ¥/estern  States,  there  are 
no  Penitentiaries,  except  in  Kentucky  and  Ohio.  Our  statements, 
therefore,  must  relate  to  those  States  where  there  are  Penitentiaries, 
and  to  the  progress  of  crime,  as  it  appears  from  the  records  of  these 
institutions.  And,  to  arrive  at  some  satisfactory  results  concerning 
the  progress  of  crime,  it  will  be  necessary  to  take  the  history  of  partic- 
ular institutions,  and  to  connect  with  all  the  statements  an  accurate 
account  of  the  increase  of  popula.tion,  in  the  State  where  the  institution 
is  located. 

In  Vermont,  the  number  of  convicts  to  the  Penitentiary,  during  the 
-first  five  years,  ending  in  1813,  was  131 

five  years  ending  1818,  w^as  175 

five  years  ending  1823,  was  182 

During  this  period  of  fifteen  years,  the  population  of  Vermont  increased 
about  50,000,  so  that  crime  increased  in  Vermont  faster  than  the  popu- 
lation, between  the  two  first  mentioned  periods,  but  not  so  fast  between 
the  periods  last  mentioned. 

In  Nev/  Hampshire,  the  number  of  convicts  to  the  Penitentiary, 
during  the  first  five  years,  ending  1817,  was  99 

during  the  five  years  ending  1822,  was  100 

During  the  same  period,  the  population  increased  about  one  eighth,  so 
.that  in  New  Hampshire  the  population  increased  faster  than  the  com- 
mitments. 

In  Massachusetts,  the  average  number  of  convicts  to  the  Penitentiary, 
during  the  fourteen  years  ending  1819,  was  93 ;  the  average  number 
during  five  years  ending  1825,  121  ;  the  population  during  the  same 
time  increased  about  one  eighth,  so  that  in  Massachusetts  the  convicts 
have  increased  faster  than  the  population. 

In  the  State  of  Nev/  York,  the  number  of  convicts  to  the  Peniten- 
tiarj',  in  five  years  ending  ISOl,  v/as  693 

five  years  ending  1806,  881 

five  years  ending  1811,  882 

five  years  ending  1816,  1338 

During  this  period  of  twenty  years,  the  number  of  convicts  did  not  in- 
crease two  fold.  But  the  population,  in  1800,  was  586,000  ;  in  1810, 
959,000  ;  so  that  the  population  increased  almost  two  fold  in  ten  years; 
but  the  number  of  comm.itments  did  not  increase  two  fold  in  twenty 
years.  In  New  York,  therefore,  the  number  of  commitments  has  not 
multiplied  as  fast  as  the  population. 

We  have  not  brought  this  statement  concerning  New  York  down  to 
a  later  period,  because  some  of  the  convicts  were  sent,  for  the  first 
time,  to  Auburn,  in  1817,  and  we  have  not  the  numbers  committed 
annually  to  that  Prison. 
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In  Pennsylvania,  the  average  number  of  convicts  to  the  Penitentiary, 
from  1790  till  1815,  was  105;  the  average  number  from  1810  to  1819* 
282;  the  average  number  in  1820  and  21,  265;  showing  the  in- 
crease of  convicts  was  about  two  fold  and  an  half  The  increase  of 
population  was  about  the  same.  The  population  in  1790  was  434,000; 
in  1820,  1,049,000;  so  that  in  Pennsylvania  the  number  of  commit- 
ments has  multiplied  no  faster  than  the  population. 

In  New  Jersey,  during  the  twenty  years  ending  1819,  the  average 
number  of  convicts  to  the  Penitentiary  v/as  38  ;  during  the  six  years 
ending  1825,  the  average  number  was  40.  The  population  had  in- 
creased, during  the  same  time,  at  least  one  sixth,  while  the  number  of 
commitments  had  increased  only  one  twentieth ;  so  that  in  New  Jersey, 
the  number  of  commitments  has  not  increased  as  fast  asi  the  population. 
From  these  facts  it  is  apparent,  that  the  increase  of  crime  has  not 
so  far  exceeded  the  increase  of  population,  as  has  been  sometimes 
represented.  If  this  be  true,  notwithstanding  the  great  defects  in  the 
Penitentiary  system,  the  inference  is  reasonable,  that  the  Penitentiary 
system  improved,  if  it  does  not  answer  all  the  valuable  purposes  which 
its  early  advocates  anticipated,  will  retard  the  growth  of  crime. 

But  though  the  increase  of  crime  has  not  exceeded  the  increase  of 
population,  still  it  has  greatly  exceeded  the  desires  and  hopes  of  all 
benevolent  men,  and  it  becomes  a  subject  of  earnest  inquiry  and  deep 
interest,  what  have  been  the  causes  of  this  increase  ?  Some  of  them 
are  found  in  the  state  of  society,  and  some  in  the  defects  of  the  Peni- 
tentiary system.  It  will  be  practicable  in  this  Report  to  present  only 
those  which  are  most  obvious  and  important. 

Degraded  Character  of  the  Colored  Population. — The  first 
cause,  existing  in  society,  of  the  frequency  and  increase  of  crime,  i^ 
the  degraded  character  of  the  colored  population.  The  facts,  which 
are  gathered  from  the  Penitentiaries,  to  show  how  great  a  proportion 
of  the  convicts  are  colored,  even  in  those  States  where  the  colored 
population  is  small,  show,  most  strikingly,  the  connexion  between 
ignorance  and  vice. 

In  Massachusetts,  the  whole  population  is  523,000 

The  colored  population  less  than  7,000 

The  whole  number  of  convicts  314 

The  colored  convicts  50 

that  is,  l-74th  part  of  the  population  and  nearly  l-6th  part  of  the  con- 
victs are  colored. 

In  Connecticut,  the  whole  population  is  276,000 

The  colored  population  about  8,000 

The  whole  number  of  convicts  117 

The  colored  convicts  39 

that  is,  l-34th  part  of  the  population  is  colored,  and  l-3d  part  of  the 

convicts. 

In  Vermont,  the  whole  colored  population  is  only  918  souls,  from 
whom  twenty-four  have  been  furnished  for  the  Penitentiary. 

In  New  York,  the  whole  population  is  1,372,000 

The  colored  population  39,000 

The  whole  number  of  convicts  in  the  State  Prison  in 

the  city  is  637 

The  colored  convicts  154 
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that  is,  l-35th  part  of  the  population  is  colored,  and  about  l-4th  part 
of  the  convicts. 

In  New  Jersey,  the  whole  population  is  277,000 

The  colored  population  20,000 

The  whole  number  of  convicts  74 

The  number  of  colored  convicts  24 

that  is,  l-13th  part  of  the  population  is  colored,  and  l-3d  part  of  the 

convicts. 

In  Pennsylvania,  the  whole  population  is  1,049,000 

The  colored  population  30,000 

In  1816,  the  whole  number  of  convicts  407 

The  number  of  colored  convicts  176 

In  1819,  the  whole  number  of  convicts  474 

The  number  of  colored  convicts  165 

that  is,  l-34th  part  of  the  population  is  colored,  and  more  than  l-3d 
part  of  the  convicts. 

It  is  not  necessary  to  pursue  these  illustrations.  It  is  sufficiently 
apparent,  that  one  great  cause  of  the  frequency  and  increase  of  crime, 
is  neglecting  to  raise  the  character  of  the  colored  population. 

We  derive  an  argument  in  favor  of  education  from  these  facts. — 
It  appears  from  the  above  statement,  that  about  one  fourth  part  of  all 
the  expense  incurred  by  the  States  above  mentioned,  for  the  support 
of  their  criminal  institutions,  is  for  the  colored  convicts. 

We  will,  therefore,  look  a  moment  at  the  amount  of  the  expense  thus 
incurred. 

In  Massachusetts,  the  whole  expense  of  the  State,  for  the  support 
of  its  convicts,  in  the  last  ten  years,  has  been  $106,405;  of  which,  one 
sixth  part,  or,  $17,734  has  been  expended  for  the  support  of  its 
colored  convicts. 

In  Connecticut,  the  whole  expense  of  the  State,  for  the  support  of  its 
convicts  in  the  last  fifteen  years,  has  exceeded  $118,500;  of  which 
one  third  part,  or  $37,166,  has  been  expended  for  the  support  of  its 
colored  convicts. 

In  New  York,  the  whole  expense  of  the  State,  for  the  support  of  its 
convicts,  at  the  city  Prison,  in  the  twenty-seven  years  ending  Decem- 
ber, 1823,  was  $437,986;  of  which  one  fourth  part,  or  $109,166,  was 
for  the  support  of  its  colored  convicts. 

The  whole  colored  population  of  the  three  States  above  mentioned, 
'^iz.  Massachusetts,  Connecticut  and  New  York,  has  been  less  than 
54,000,  and  for  the  support  of  the  convicts  from  this  small  population, 
5n  the  time  specified  above,  the  three  States  have  expended  $164,066. 

Could  these  States  have  anticipated  these  surprising  results,  and 
appropriated  the  money  to  raise  the  character  of  the  colored  popula- 
tion, how  much  better  would  have  been  their  prospects,  and  how  much 
less  the  expense  of  the  States  through  which  they  are  dispersed,  for 
the  support  of  their  colored  convicts  ! 

The  expenditure  of  $164,000,  in  so  short  a  time,  for  the  purposes  of 
education,  among  a  people  consisting  of  only  54,000  souls,  would  very 
soon  raise  their  character  to  a  level  with  that  of  the  whites,  and  dimin- 
ish the  number  of  convicts  from  among  them,  about  ten  fold. 

If,  however,  their  character  cannot  be  raised,  where  they  are,  a 
powerful  argument  mav  be  derived  from  these  facts,  in  favor  of  colon- 


25  FIRST  REPORT — 1826.  25 

ization,  and  civilized  States  ought  surely  to  be  as  willing  to  expend 
money  on  any  given  part  of  its  population,  to  prevent  crime,  as  to 
punish  it. 

We  cannot  but  indulge  the  hope  that  the  facts  disclosed  above,  if 
they  do  not  lead  to  an  effort  to  raise  the  character  of  the  colored 
population,  will  strengthen  the  hands  and  encourage  the  hearts  of  all 
the  friends  of  colonizing  the  free  people  of  color  in  the  Northern 
States. 

Crowded  Night  Rooms. — Another  cause  of  the  increase  of  crime, 
is  the  crowded  state  of  the  night  rooms,  in  the  Penitentiaries.  In  the 
New  Hampshire  and  Vermont  Penitentiaries,  from  two  to  six  are  lodg- 
ed in  each  room  ;  in  Massachusetts,  from  four  to  sixteen  ;  in  Connec- 
ticut, from  fifteen  to  thirty-two ;  in  New  York  city,  twelve  ;  in  New 
Jersey,  ten  or  twelve  ;  in  Pennsylvania,  twenty-nine,  thirty  and  thirty- 
one  ;  in  Maryland,  from  seven  to  ten  ;  in  Virginia,  from  two  to  four. 

The  rooms,  in  which  so  many  convicts  are  lodged,  are  none  of  them 
large,  and  some  are  very  narrow  and  insufficiently  ventilated.  In  Phil- 
adelphia, the  rooms  are  eighteen  feet  by  twenty,  and  it  is  a  common 
rule,  to  allow  to  each  convict,  a  space  on  the  floor,  six  feet  by  two ;  as 
large  as  a  coffin.  In  Massachusetts  the  rooms  are  so  narrow  that  the 
only  mode  of  lodging  all  the  men,  in  some  of  them,  is  by  swinging 
hammocks  one  above  another  ;  and  in  Connecticut,  during  the  hot  weath- 
er, in  July,  1825,  thirty-two  men  were  lodged,  in  a  basement  story 
room,  twenty-one  feet  long,  ten  feet  wide,  and  less  than  seven  feet 
high.  All  the  ventilation  of  this  room  was  one  small  window,  and  a 
narrow  space  over  the  door.  It  would  have  been  said,  before  the  ex- 
periment was  tried,  that  thirty-two  human  beings  could  not  live  in  this 
room  a  single  night. 

At  the  same  time,  the  whole  number  of  prisoners  at  Newgate,  i.  e. 
109,  were  lodged  in  five  rooms.  These  rooms  are  all  in  the  basement 
story,  and  the  dimensions  of  each  of  the  rooms,  are  less  than  the  di- 
mensions of  the  room  above  described. 

These  rooms  are  not  only  narrow  and  crov.'ded,  but  filthy  in  the 
extreme  ;  and  the  commissioners  of  the  Legislature,  in  their  recent 
report,  state,  that  "vermin  of  various  kinds  abound  in  them." 

If  a  convict  is  not  already  lost  to  virtue,  it  is  difficult  to  conceive, 
in  what  manner  his  ruin  can  be  consummated  more  speedily  than  by 
thrusting  him  into  such  a  place.  Accordingly  we  find  great  unity  of 
opinion  among  all  well  informed  and  practical  men,  in  regard  to  the 
evils  of  this  miserable  system,  and  the  importance  of  solitary  confine- 
ment, at  least  by  night. 

The  superintendent  of  the  New  Hampshire  Penitentiary,  Moses 
C.  PiLSBURY,  who  has  been  seven  years  in  that  institution,  says,  he  has 
thought  much  of  the  benefits,  which  would  result  from  solitary  con- 
finement at  night.  The  plots  which  have  been  designed,  during  his 
term  of  service,  have  been  conceived,  and  promoted,  in  the  night 
rooms.  He  has  spent  much  time  in  listening  to  the  conversation  of 
the  convicts  at  night,  and  thus  has  detected  plots  and  learned  whole 
histories  of  villany. 

Judge  Cotton,   the   superintendent  of  the  Vermont    Penitentiary, 
says,  I  feel  satisfied,  that  great  evils  might  be  avoided,  could  our  State 
Prison  be  so  constructed,  that  the  convicts  might  lodge  separately  from 
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each  other.  Solitary  confinement,  during  the  night,  would  be  an  effec- 
tual bar,  and  have  a  great  tendencv  to  suppress  many  evils,  which  do 
exist,  and  ever  will  exist,  so  long  as  prisoners  are  allowed  to  associate 
together  in  their  lodging  rooms. 

The  Directors  of  the  Massachusetts  Penitentiary,  in  their  last  Re- 
port, say,  that  the  erection  of  an  additional  building,  within  the  Prison 
yard,  where  each  convict  may  be  provided  with  a  separate  apartment 
for  lodging,  has  long  been  a  favorite  object  with  the  government  of 
this  institution. 

The  Commissioners  of  the  Connecticut  Legislature,  say,  that  the 
great  and  leading  objection  to  Newgate,  is  the  manner  in  which  the 
prisoners  are  confined  at  night — turned  in  large  numbers  into  their 
cells,  and  allowed  an  intercourse  of  the  most  dangerous  and  debasing 
character.  It  is  here,  that  every  right  principle  is  eradicated,  and 
every  base  one  instilled.  It  is  a  nursery  of  crime,  where  the  convict 
is  furnished  with  the  expedients  and  shifts  of  guilt,  and,  with  his  in- 
vention sharpened,  he  is  let  loose  upon  society,  in  a  tenfold  degree,  a 
more  daring,  desperate,  and  effective  villain. 

The  superintendent  of  the  Xew  York  Penitentiary,  Arthur  Burtis, 
Esq.  speaking  of  the  crowded  state  of  the  night  rooms,  said,  how  can 
you  expect  reformation,  under  such  circumstances  ?  As  well  might 
you  kindle  a  fire,  with  a  spark,  on  the  ocean,  in  a  storm.  If  a  man 
forms  a  good  resolution,  or  feels  a  serious  impression,  it  is  immediately 
driven  from  him  in  his  night  room. 

The  superintendent  of  the  New  Jersev  Prison,  Francis  S.  Labaw, 
says,  the  greatest  improvement,  that  has  been  made,  or  can  be  made, 
in  Prison  Discipline,  is  by  solitary  confinement.  The  solitary  cells  in 
this  Prison,  in  v.hich  one  fourth  part  of  the  whole  number  of  prisoners 
are  placed  under  sentence  of  the  Court,  have  answered  all  the  pur- 
poses, v.hich  it  was  ever  expected  they  would,  so  far  as  trial  of  them 
has  been  had.  Xo  person,  who  has  been  once  confined  in  them,  has 
ever  returned  to  the  Prison. 

The  Senate  of  Pennsylvania  say,  for  want  of  room,  the  young  asso- 
ciate with  the  old  offenders  ;  the  petty  thief  becomes  the  pupil  of  the 
highway  robber  :  the  beardless  boy  listens  with  delight  to  the  well  told 
tale  of  daring  exploits,  and  hair  breadth  escapes  of  hoary  headed  vil- 
lany,  and  from  the  experience  of  age,  derives  instruction,  wliich  fits 
him  to  be  a  terror  and  a  pest  to  society.  Community  of  design  is  ex- 
cited among  them,  and,  instead  of  reformation,  ruin  is  the  general 
result. 

The  superintendent  of  the  Virginia  Penitentiarv,  Samuel  O.  Parsons, 
says,  I  consider  separatine  convicts  at  night,  of  all  others,  the  most  im- 
portant feature  in  the  Penitentiary  sys^m  of  punishment,  and  one, 
which  should  every  where  claim  the  first  consideration  in  erecting  such 
institutions. 

With  the  opinions  thus  expressed,  of  the  practical  men  placed  at  the 
head  of  these  institutions,  the  opinions  of  the  governors  of  the  respective 
States,  of  the  judges,  and  legislators,  and  benevolent  men,  so  far  as  they 
have  been  expressed  or  known,  perfectlv  coincide. 

Governor  Plumer,  of  New  Hampshire,  says,  effectual  measures 
should  be  adopted  to  separate,  in  the  Penitentiaries,  old  offenders  from 
the  young  and  inexperienced. 
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Governor  Lincoln,  of  Massachusetts,  in  a  late  message,  recommen- 
ded, that  immediate  provision  be  made  for  the  erection,  as  soon  as  may 
be,  in  the  prison  yard,  of  a  building,  with  sufficient  cells  for  the 
separate  confinement  of  the  present,  and  any  future  probable  number 
of  convicts. 

Governor  Wolcott,  of  Connecticut,  stated  to  the  Legislature,  in 
May,  with  reference  to  the  improvements  at  Auburn,  that  there  were 
few  subjects  upon  which  their  deliberations  could  be  bestowed  with 
higher  advantage  to  the  best  interests  of  the  State. 

Governor  Clinton  has  formerly  expressed  his  opinion  of  the  impor- 
tance of  solitary  confinement,  and  in  his  late  message  to  the  Legisla- 
ture, he  expresses  an  opinion  concerning  the  institution  in  New  York 
city,  for  the  reformation  of  Juvenile  Delinquents,  which  is  constructed 
on  the  plan  of  the  building  at  Auburn,  that  it  is  probably  the  best  Prison 
in  the  world. 

Judge  Woodbury,  of  New  Hampshire,  says,  that  "  Prisoners,  during 
the  night,  should  be  wholly  separated  from  each  other." 

Mr.  HorKiNTON,  of  New  Hampshire,  says,  "  a  novice,  who,  if  kept 
from  company  worse  than  himself,  might  have  been  reclaimed  from 
his  first  attempts,  is  here  associated  with  old,  hardened,  and  skilful  of- 
fenders ;  he  hears  with  envy  and  admiration  the  stories  of  their  prow- 
ess and  dexterity  ;  his  ambition  is  roused ;  his  knowledge  extended  by 
these  recitals  ;  and  every  idea  of  repentance  is  scorned  ;  every  emotion 
of  virtue  extinguished." 

Judge  Thacher,  of  Boston,  says,  "  by  the  confession  of  those  who 
administer  our  Penitentiaries,  it  is  found,  that  most  of  the  evils  of  this 
system  of  punishment  flow  from  the  almost  fi-ee  and  unrestrained  inter- 
course, which  subsists  among  the  convicts." 

Thomas  Eddy,  of  New  York,  says,  "if  a  number  of  ingenious  men 
were  requested  to  suggest  the  best  possible  mode  of  increasing  the 
number  of  thieves,  robbers,  ^nd  vag:abonds.  it  could  scarcely  be  in 
their  power,  to  fix  on  any  plan,  so  likely  to  produce  this  eflect,  as  con- 
fining in  one  collection,  a  number  of  persons  already  convicted  of  com- 
mitting crimes  of  every  description." 

Hon.  Edward  Livingston  says,  "it  is  a  great  point  to  produce  the 
conviction  of  the  important  and  obvious  truth,  denied  only  by  a  false 
economy,  that  Prisons,  where  there  is  not  a  complete  separation  of  their 
inhabitants,  are  seminaries  of  vice,  not  schools  for  reformation,  nor  even 
places  of  punishment." 

Roberts  Vaux,  of  Philadelphia,  lays  down  five  fundamental  prin- 
ciples of  Prison  Discipline,  the  Ji?'st  of  which  is,  "that  convicts  should 
be  rigidly  confined  to  solitary  life." 

There  is  no  disagreement  between  the  opinion  of  these  distinguished 
individuals,  and  the  opinions  of  various  commissioners,  directors,  <Scc. 
who  have  written  on  this  subject. 

The  Commissioners  of  the  Massachusetts  Legislature,  in  1817,  ask, 
"  how  it  is  to  be  reconciled,  that  in  any  civilized  country,  convicts  are 
brought  into  promiscuous  association,  to  pass  years  together,  all  united 
under  the  influence  of  a  public  opinion,  as  strong  in  its  support  of  vice, 
as  that  which  rules  the  community,  is,  in  its  support  of  virtue  ?" 

The  Commissioners  of  the  Connecticut  Legislature,  in  a  very  able 
Report,  written  by  Martin  Wells,  Esq.  say,  "it  is  in  the  cells,  that 
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every  right  principle  is  eradicated,  and  every  base  one  instilled.  They 
are  nurseries  of  crime,  where  the  convict  is  furnished  with  the  expe- 
dients and  shifts  of  guilt,  and,  with  his  invention  sharpened,  he  is  let 
loose  upon  society,  in  a  tenfold  degree  a  more  daring,  desperate  and 
effective  villain." 

The  Commissioners,  Samuel  M.  [Hopkins,  Stephen  Allen,  and 
George  Tibbets,  of  the  New  York  Legislature,  say,  "we  believe  that 
we  do  but  repeat  the  common  sentiment  of  all  well  informed  men,  when 
we  say,  that  as  long  as  it  is  necessary  to  confine  several  prisoners  in  the 
same  room,  our  State  Prison  at  New  York  can  be  no  other  than  a  col- 
lege of  vice  and  criminality." 

A  highly  respectable  committee  of  the  Society  for  the  Prevention  of 
Pauperism,  in  the  city  of  New  York,  in  a  Report  on  the  Penitentiary 
System,  which  is  one  of  the  most  valuable  documents  ever  published 
on  the  subject  in  this  country,  have  the  following  language,  "  Our 
Penitentiaries  are  so  many  schools  of  vice,  they  are  so  many  semina- 
ries to  impart  lessons  and  maxims  calculated  to  banish  legal  restraints, 
moral  considerations,  pride  of  character,  and  self-regard."  "  They 
have  their  watchwords,  their  technical  terms,  their  peculiar  language, 
and  their  causes  and  objects  of  emulation.  Let  us  ask  any  sagacious 
observer  of  human  nature,  unacquainted  with  the  internal  police  of 
our  Penitentiaries,  to  suggest  a  school,  where  the  commitment  of  the 
most  pernicious  crimes  could  be  taught  with  the  most  effect ;  could  he 
select  a  place  more  fertile  in  the  most  pernicious  results,  than  the  in- 
discriminate society  of  knaves  and  villains,  of  all  ages  and  degrees 
ofguiU?" 

The  correctness  of  these  opinions,  in  relation  to  the  evils  arising 
from  a  crowded  state  of  the  night  rooms,  is  supported  by  a  compara- 
tive view  of  the  Penitentiaries  in  the  United  States,  in  regard  to  the 
recommitment  of  convicts,  where  the  night  rooms  are  crov/ded,  and 
where  they  are  not. 

In  New  Hampshire  Peniioniiary,  the  whole  number  of  prisoners  re- 
ceived from  November  23,  1812,  to  September  22,  1825,  was  two 
hundred  and  fifty-seven ;  of  whom  eleven  only  were  committed  a 
second  time. 

Twenty-one  have  been  pardoned ;  of  whom  only  one  has  been  guilty 
of  a  second  offence. 

The  number  of  prisoners,  Sept.  22,  1825,  was  sixty-six ;  of  whom 
only  three  were  for  a  second  offence,  and  none  for  a  third. 

In  this  Prison  from  two  to  six  are  lodged  together ;  generally,  how- 
ever, not  more  than  two. 

In  the  State  Prison  at  Auburn,  New  York,  the  Vvhole  number  of 
prisoners,  in  August,  1825,  was  four  hundred ;  of  whom  less  than 
twenty  were  committed  a  second  time. 

In  this  Prison,  the  convicts  are  lodged  separately  :  there  are  more 
cells  than  men. 

In  the  Penitentiary,  in  New  York  city,  the  number  of  females,  in 
November,  1825,  was  sixty-six ;  of  whom  twenty  were  committed  a 
second  time ;  six  a  third  ;  two  a  fourth ;  and  one  a  fifth. 

Here  they  are  lodged  ten  and  twelve  in  a  room. 

In  the  State  Prison,  in  New  York  city,  in  1802,  out  of  one  hundred 
and  ninety-one  convicts  received,  forty-four  were  committed  a  second 
time,  and  two  a  third. 
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The  whole  number  of  recommitments  to  that  prison,  for  a  second 
offence,  is  four  hundred  and  ninety-four ;  for  a  third  or  more  offences, 
sixty-one,  and  the  number  pardoned,  after  having  been  convicted  two, 
three,  or  more  times,  is  one  hundred  and  eight. 

In  this  Prison,  the  average  number  in  the  night  rooms  is  twelve. 
In   the   Philadelphia  Penitentiary,  the  number  of  prisoners,  August 
24,  1819,  was  four  hundred  and  sixteen  ;  of  whom   seventy-three  had 
been   twice  convicted;    twenty-five,  three  times;    seven,  four  times; 
and  two,  five  times. 

In  the  female  department,  the  number  of  convicts  was  sixty-three ; 
of  whom  seventeen  had  been  convicted  twice ;  and  two,  three  times. 

Of  the  whole  number  of  convicts  in  this  Prison,  from  1810  to  1819, 
four  hundred  and  nine  had  been  convicted  twice;  fifty-four,  three 
times ;  and  two,  six  times. 

Of  four  hundred  and  fifty-one  convicts,  in  this  Penitentiary,  in  1817, 
one  hundred  and  sixty-two  had  been  before  committed  or  pardoned. 

In  this  Prison,  twenty-nine,  thirty,  and  thirty-one,  are  lodged  in 
most  of  the  night  rooms. 

In  the  Massachusetts  Penitentiary,  in  1817,  out  of  three  hundred 
convicts,  then  in  Prison,  ninety  were  under  commitment  for  the  second, 
third,  or  fourth  time. 

In  this  Prison,  from  four  to  sixteen  are  lodged  in  each  of  the  night 
rooms. 

In  view  of  these  facts,  the  question  arises,  whence  so  great  a  dif- 
ference in  the  number  of  recommitments  ? 

In  New  Hampshire,  the  recommitments  are  less  than  one  to  twenty. 
At  Auburn,  less  than  one  to  twenty. 
In  the  New  York  Penitentiary,  almost  one  to  two. 
In  the  State  Prison  in  New  York  city,  almost  one  to  four. 
In  Philadelphia  Penitentiary,  in  1817,  more  than  one  to  three. 
In  Massachusetts  Penitentiary,  nearly  one  to  three. 
Again,  then,  we  ask,  whence  so  great  a  difference  ?     Without  con- 
troversy, one  great  reason  is,  the  difference  in  the  night  rooms.     Where 
the    recommitments    are    numerous,    the    night   rooms    are    crowded  ; 
where  the  recommitments  are  few,  the  night  rooms  are  not  crowded. 

In  view  of  these  strong  expressions  of  opinion,  from  sources  so  re- 
spectable, supported  by  so  many  facts,  concerning  the  evils  of  a  crowd- 
ed state  of  the  night  rooms  in  the  Penitentiaries,  the  question  arises 
why  a  defect  so  great  and  obvious,  so  justly  and  universally  deprecat- 
ed, and  so  easily  removed,  why  is  it  not  removed  ?  There  may  be 
several  reasons,  and  the  following,  among  others,  afford  encouragement 
to  our  exertions. 

The  opinions  here  collected  may  not  have  been  collected  before,  or 
if  collected,  not  published,  or  if  published,  not  extensively  circulated  ; 
and  as  public  opinion  is  the  only  power  in  this  country,  and  public  at- 
tention has  not  been  strongly  and  perseveringly  turned  to  the  magni- 
tude of  the  evil,  it  has  not  been  corrected.  If  any  thing  has  been  said 
on  the  subject  by  the  superintendent  of  a  Penitentiary,  he  is  but  an 
individual ;  his  time  is  much  occupied  with  other  subjects ;  he  could 
not,  alone,  so  far  produce  conviction  in  the  minds  of  the  members  of  the 
Legislature,  as  to  cause  them  to  appropriate  the  money  necessary  for 
the  erection  of  solitary  cells. 
3* 
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If  a  board  of  directors  have  said  any  thing  on  the  subject,  they  may 
have  expressed  an  opinion  merely,  without  stating  facts ;  and  they 
could  not  devote  themselves  to  the  work  of  reformation  till  it  was  ac- 
complished. 

If  the  committee  of  a  society  or  a  board  of  commissioners  have 
taken  pains  to  prepare  an  elaborate  report,  in  which  they  have  exhib- 
ited, with  great  ability,  the  enormous  evils  arising  from  a  promiscuous 
intercourse  of  villains  of  all  ages  and  degrees  of  guilt,  these  reports 
have  been  of  very  limited  circulation  :  few  men  have  known  that  such 
reports  existed,  unless  they  were  making  the  subject  an  object  of  par- 
ticular attention. 

If  the  Executive  of  a  given  State  has  incurred  considerable  expense 
to  obtain  information  from  different  Penitentiaries,  the  information, 
thus  obtained,  though  valuable,  has  not  been  brought  to  bear  upon 
the  public  mind ;  it  has  remained  in  the  Secretary's  Office,  on  file, 
ready  for  examination  whenever  an  individual  sought  the  information 
in  question. 

It  is  not  to  be  admitted  for  a  moment,  if  there  had  ever  been  any 
systematic,  persevering  exertion  to  lay  before  the  public  mind  the 
enormous  evils  growing  out  of  this  great  defect  in  the  Penitentiary 
system,  it  would  have  been  suffered  to  remain  as  it  is.  And  the  opin- 
ions of  the  wise  and  practical  men,  collected  above,  expressed  in  lan- 
guage so  strong,  each  corroborating  what  the  other  has  said,  and  all 
agreeing,  that  the  crowded  state  of  the  night  rooms  is  one  of  the  great- 
est evils  of  the  Penitentiary  system,  could  not  fail  to  produce  the  con- 
viction, that  there  must  be  a  strong  necessity  for  reformation. 

And  if  these  opinions  had  ever  been  followed  by  a  disclosure  of  facts 
from  the  interior  of  these  schools  of  fell  and  hideous  depravity  ;  if  the 
community  had  known  what  is  taught  in  these  seminaries  of  vice,  and 
what  is  done  in  these  places  of  darkness,  it  is  not  to  be  supposed  that 
there  is  so  little  virtue  in  this  country  as  to  neglect  the  remedy.  This 
is  evident  from  the  fact,  that  so  soon  as  it  is  known  that  dreadful 
personal  vices  are  practised  among  the  convicts,  which  are  not  fit  to 
be  named  among  Christians  ;  that  crimes  are  engendered  within  the 
walls,  which  are  perpetrated  by  convicts  after  they  obtain  their  enlarge- 
ment; that  false  keys  and  various  implements  of  extraordinary  inge- 
nuity and  contrivance  for  breaking  houses  and  stores  have  been  and 
are  fabricated  in  Prison  ;  that  tools  and  instruments  for  counterfeiting 
bank  bills  and  for  making  and  debasing  the  current  coin,  are  also 
made  ;  and  that,  owing  to  the  construction  of  the  Penitentiaries,  and 
other  causes,  the  ingenuity  and  contrivance  of  the  makers  and  dealers 
in  these  prohibited  articles,  exceed  the  vigilance  of  their  keepers  and 
escape  detection  ;  so  soon  as  these  things  are  known,  the  proper  au- 
thorities have  applied  themselves  to  correct  the  evil. 

In  Massachusetts,  Connecticut,  and  the  District  of  Columbia,  effi- 
cient measures  are  already  either  adopted  or  in  progress  for  a  thorough 
reformation. 

Daily  Tasks. — Another  cause  of  the  increase  of  crime  is  what  is 
called  in  the  Penitentiaries  overstint.  It  is  customary  to  assign  the 
men  daily  tasks,  to  be  done  for  the  State.  After  their  tasks  are  done, 
their  time  is  their  own.  An  account  is  kept  of  all  their  earnings  in 
the  leisure  time,  and  for  these  earnings,  they  receive  a  liberal  compen- 
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sation.  It  is  often  the  fact  that  a  convict  can  (if  he  chooses)  earn  as 
much  for  himself  as  for  the  State.  Cases  not  unfrequently  occur,  in 
which  prisoners  earn  for  themselves  from  three  to  five  dollars  per  week, 
and  in  which  they  can  do  all  the  work  which  they  are  compelled  to  do 
for  the  State,  by  twelve  or  one  o'clock.  The  amount  of  monies  earned 
by  the  prisoners,  in  one  of  our  Penitentiaries,  in  their  leisure  time,  ex- 
ceeds three  thousand  dollars  annually. 

The  objections  to  this  overstint  are  numerous.  It  induces  the  pris- 
oners to  practise  deception  in  relation  to  the  work,  which  they  are  able 
to  perform,  before  their  task  is  assigned.  Accordingly,  prisoners,  who 
honestly  do  what  they  are  able  to  do  before  they  know  what  their  task 
will  be,  are  a  by-word  among  their  fellow  prisoners.  After  their  task  is 
assigned,  it  induces  them  to  slight  their  work,  that  they  may  redeem 
time  for  themselves. 

It  is  a  fruitful  source  of  complaint  against  the  officers,  because  they 
have  not  assigned  the  task  on  equitable  principles,  or  have  not  had  suffi- 
cient regard  to  the  circumstances  of  the  case. 

It  is  a  laborious  business  to  open  accounts  with  so  many  laborers, — 
to  ascertain  every  day  when  the  task  is  done,  and  how  much  credit 
is  due  to  each  prisoner  for  the  labor  performed  after  he  has  done  his 
ta^k. 

It  requires  the  utmost  vigilance  to  prevent  deception.  There  are 
various  modes  of  cheating  in  relation  to  their  tasks. 

It  is  productive  of  great  insubordination  ;  for  if  a  prisoner  chooses 
to  lounge,  or  play,  after  he  has  done  his  task,  how  can  it  be  prevented  ? 
The  time  is  his  own.  He  has  done  all  which  is  required  of  him.  He 
is  master  of  himself  the  remainder  of  the  day. 

It  is  a  fruitful  source  of  corruption  ;  for  three  thousand  dollars  a  year, 
in  a  single  Penitentiary,  distributed  among  the  prisoners,  can  purchase 
many  indulgences,  and  bribe  those  who  have  access  to  prisoners  to  do 
many  unlawful  acts.  If  a  few  packs  of  cards,  or  a  little  rum,  or  a  few 
bills  to  be  altered,  and  the  materials  to  alter  them  are  wanted,  money 
will  purchase  these  things. 

Should  it  be  said,  this  money  is  not  paid  to  the  prisoners  ;  it  is  paid 
to  their  order  for  the  use  of  their  families,  and  the  prisoners  do  not 
receive  it.  How  then  is  the  fact  to  be  explained,  that  individuals 
among  the  prisoners  have  some  sixty,  some  one  hundred,  and  some  two 
or  three  hundred  dollars  ?  so  much  money,  that  a  brisk  trade  is  carried 
on  among  them,  and  gambling,  for  a  considerable  amount,  is  not  un- 
common ?  Some  of  these  things  are  familiarly  known  to  some  of  the 
officers,  and  are  spoken  of  not  with  that  surprise  which  many  citizens 
v.'ill  feel  at  the  bare  suggestion,  but  as  a  thing  which  cannot  be 
prevented,  nor  the  manner  in  which  it  is  effected  satisfactorily  ex- 
plained. 

A  director  of  a  Penitentiary,  which  has  stood  high  among  its  sister 
institutions,  mentioned  that  several  dollars  had  just  been  taken  from 
one  of  the  convicts,  but  it  was  only  a  drop  to  the  ocean  in  comparison 
with  what  he  had  in  his  possession.  With  this  testimony  in  relation 
to  this  convict,  there  is  undesigned  coincidence  of  testimony,  proving 
the  same  thing  from  many  witnesses. 

That  a  considerable  part  of  this  money  came  into  the  prison  indi- 
rectly, as  the  reward  of  labor  performed  by  the  prisoners,  after  their 
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tasks  were  done,  is  evident  from  the  fact,  that  in  those  Penitentiaries 
where  there  is  no  overstint,  there  is  little  or  no  complaint  of  the  mis- 
chiefs resulting  from  the  use  of  money  in  the  Prison. 

Hence  the  question  arises,  whether  the  overstint  is  necessary  ;  for  if 
some  Penitentiaries  are  conducted  successfully  without  it,  others  may 
be.  And  of  this  fact  there  can  be  no  question.  The  obedience,  indus- 
try, subordination,  and  profit,  of  those  institutions  where  overstint  is  not 
allowed,  are  extremely  satisfactory. 

It  is  an  important  question,  therefore,  whether  this  regulation  does 
not  defeat  its  own  object.  It  was  intended  for  good  ;  is  it  not  produc- 
tive of  evil  ?  The  former  superintendent  of  the  Prison  at  Auburn,  Cap- 
tain Lynds,  whose  skill  in  Prison  Discipline  is  great,  does  not  introduce 
it,  nor  admit  its  necessity. 

Inadequate  Support  of  Subordinate  Officers. — Another  cause 
of  the  increase  of  crime  is  the  inadequate  support  of  the  subordinate 
officers  in  these  institutions.  This  is  a  reason  suggested  by  a  keeper, 
who  stated  that  the  men  received  a  compensation  so  small,  from  the 
State,  that  they  were  obliged  to  do  favors  for  the  prisoners,  and  some- 
times they  w^ould  be  led  to  do  that  which  is  forbidden,  and  then  the 
prisoners,  having  got  a  hold  upon  them,  would  say,  if  you  refuse  to  do 
what  we  require,  we  will  blow  you  up,  i.  e.,  inform  against  you,  and 
thus  the  subordinate  officers  would  become  the  tools  of  the  convicts. 
As  money  to  the  convicts  is  of  comparatively  little  value,  till  this  system 
is  introduced,  no  price  is  too  great  to  introduce  it,  and  afterwards  it 
will  proceed  at  a  reasonable  rate. 

It  is  true  that  no  evil  would  arise  from  this  source  if  the  men  obtain- 
ed for  these  places  of  trust  were  men  of  incorruptible  integrity.  This 
brings  us  to  another  cause  of  the  increase  of  crime,  viz.,  the  w^ant  of 
sufficient  care  and  scrutiny  in  the  selection  of  the  subordinate  officers. 
A  regulation,  therefore,  requiring  that  the  men  who  are  to  fill  these  pla- 
ces of  great  responsibility  should  come  from  the  different  counties  in  the 
State,  and  should  bring  with  them  the  certificate  of  the  selectmen  and 
clergymen  of  the  town  where  they  live,  concerning  their  high  and  well 
known  character,  as  men  of  peculiar  integrity  and  faithfulness,  might 
afford  some  security  that  the  institution  would  be  what  it  was  designed 
to  be.  It  would  at  least  furnish  to  the  different  counties  some  confi- 
dence that  the  system  was  well  administered. 

Want  of  Moral  and  Religious  Instruction. — Another  cause  of 
the  increase  of  crime  is  the  inadequate  supply  of  moral  and  religious  in- 
struction to  prisoners. 

In  the  New  Hampshire  Penitentiary,  wiiich  has  afforded  to  the  State 
from  one  to  five  thousand  dollars  income  for  the  last  six  years,  twenty- 
five  dollars  only  are  appropriated  annually,  to  supply  the  institution  with 
the  means  of  grace. — It  is  worthy  of  remark,  however,  that  the  warden, 
of  his  own  accord,  causes  the  scriptures  to  be  read  publicly  to  the  men, 
twice  every  day  ;  and,  on  the  Sabbath,  if  no  clergyman  can  be  obtained 
to  perform  the  service  of  the  sanctuary,  the  warden  does  it  himself 
The  influence  of  these  measures,  which  have  been  adopted  voluntarily 
by  the  uarden,  has  been  powerful  in  raising  the  institution  to  its  present 
elevated  character. 

In  the  Vermont  Penitentiary,  which  has  nearly  defrayed  all  the'  ex- 
pense of  its  management  for  five  years,  one  hundred  dollars  only  are 
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appropriated  for  religious  instruction.  The  chapel  has  been  converted 
into  a  weaver's  shop.  The  service  on  the  Sabbath  is  irregular,  and 
the  scriptures  are  not  daily  read  to  the  assembled  convicts.  This  may 
be  one  reason  why  there  are  so  many  more  recommitments  in  Vermont 
than  in  New  Hampshire,  and  why  there  are  so  many  more  prisoners 
in  proportion  to  the  population. 

In  the  Massachusetts  Penitentiary,  which  has  given  an  income  to 
the  State  of  more  than  thirteen  thousand  dollars  in  the  last  two  years, 
two  hundred  dollars  a  year  only  are  appropriated  for  the  religious 
instruction  of  more  than  three  hundred  convicts.  There  is  only  one 
short  service  on  the  Sabbath,  and  the  remainder  of  this  holy  day,  the 
men  are  locked  up  in  their  cells,  and  left  to  their  wicked  inclinations. 
There  is  no  reading  of  the  scriptures  daily  to  the  men  ;  nor  is  such 
provision  made  by  the  State  for  the  chaplain,  as  to  enable  him  to  devote 
much  of  his  time,  during  the  week,  to  the  appropriate  duties  of  his 
profession. 

In  the  Connecticut  Penitentiary,  which  has  been  a  continual  and 
heavy  burden  to  the  State,  from  its  first  establishment,  a  liberal  pro- 
vision, in  proportion  to  the  number  of  convicts,  has  been  made  for  their 
religious  instruction ;  but  the  chaplain  has  not  resided  in  or  near  the 
Prison,  and  for  various  causes  not  suitable  to  mention,  the  moral  and 
religious  influence  exerted  over  the  prisoners  has  been  very  far  from 
what  it  should  have  been. 

In  the  State  Prison  in  New  York  city,  the  duties  of  the  chaplain 
have  devolved  upon  the  Rev.  Mr.  Stanford,  a  venerable  man,  more 
than  seventy  years  of  age,  who  has  been  relied  upon  to  supply  the 
following  institutions,  containing  the  following  number  of  inmates: 
State  Prison,  more  than  six  hundred  ;  Penitentiary,  more  than  thxcc 
hundred;  Bridevv'ell,  from  one  to  two  hundred;  Debtors'  Jail,  number 
variable ;  City  Hospital,  frcin  one  to  four  hundred  ;  Alms  House,  from 
one  to  two  thousand.  Vast  as  is  the  praise  and  honor  of  this  worthy 
and  venerable  man,  who  preaches  regularly,  at  least  ten  times  a  week, 
how  inadequate  is  the  provision  of  religious  instruction  for  all  these 
humane  and  criminal  institutions  !  Clergymen  from  the  city  sometimes 
preach  at  the  State  Prison. 

In  the  New  Jersey  Penitentiary,  there  is  no  provision  whatever  by 
the  State,  for  the  moral  and  religious  instruction  of  the  convicts,  and 
not  unfrequently,  month  after  month  has  passed,  without  a  religious 
service  on  the  Sabbath. 

In  Pennsylvania,  no  provision  is  made  by  the  State  for  the  religious 
instruction  of  the  wretched  inmates  of  their  almost  incomparably 
wretched  County  Prison.  The  Prison  here  spoken  of  is  the  old 
County  Prison  in  Philadelphia,  used  by  the  State  as  a  State  Prison, 
for  which  the  new  one  now  building,  but  not  yet  finished  or  occupied, 
is  intended  as  a  substitute.  In  this  old  Prison,  almost  four  hundred 
men  were  found  occupying  sixteen  rooms,  which,  in  the  night,  were  an 
emblem  of  the  pit,  and  on  the  Sabbath  the  men  came  forth  from  their 
rooms  into  the  yard,  and  were  there  seen  engaged  in  various  sports, 
without  regard  to  the  sanctity  of  the  day  or  the  presence  of  the  officers. 
All  the  religious  instruction  given  to  these  men  is  given  gratuitously, 
by  benevolent  individuals  or  societies. 

In  the  Baltimore  Penitentiary,  no  provision  is  made  by  the  State  for 
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moral  and  religious  instruction.  The  friends  of  the  Methodist  church 
have  gratuitously  and  very  regularly  supplied  most  of  the  instruction 
which  has  been  communicated. 

In  the  Virginia  Penitentiary,  no  provision  is  made  by  the  State  for 
religious  instruction  ;  the  scriptures  are  not  read  to  the  men  daily ; 
nor  has  there  been  a  religious  service  on  the  Sabbath,  sometimes,  for 
three  months  together.  The  chapel  has  been  converted  into  solitary 
cells. 

It  is  believed  that  the  exhibition  of  the  condition  of  the  Peniten- 
tiaries, in  regard  to  moral  and  religious  instruction,  furnishes  the  second, 
if  not  the  first  great  cause  of  the  partial  failure  of  the  Penitentiary  sys- 
tem. 

But  the  most  overwhelming  view  of  this  subject  is  still  to  be 
presented.  It  appears  from  a  careful  examination  of  authentic  docu- 
ments, that  the  whole  number  of  convicts,  who  have  been  con- 
demned to  the  Penitentiaries,  in  the  last  twenty  years,  is  about  twenty 
thousand,  and  from  the  best  estimate  which  we  are  able  to  make, 
about  six  thousand  of  them  are  now  abroad  in  society.  If  the 
increase  of  crime  shall  be  equal  tor  twenty  years  to  come,  to  the 
increase  of  population,  the  number  of  convicts  condemned  to  the 
Penitentiaries,  in  the  twenty  succeeding  years,  will  be  about  forty 
thousand,  of  whom,  at  the  close  of  that  time,  about  ten  thousand 
will  be  in  society.  "What  will  be  the  state  of  society,  when  ten  thou- 
sand men,  trained  in  these  seminaries,  shall  be  let  loose  upon  it  ? 

In  view  of  these  facts,  we  should  be  overwhelmed  with  the  magni- 
tude of  the  evils  in  the  present  system,  and  should  be  driven  to  the 
conclusion,  that  the  whipping-post  and  the  gallows  must  again  be 
resorted  to,  were  we  not  fiirnished  with  another  view  of  the  subject, 
as  deliuhtfui  as  the  above  is  distressing ;  by  which  it  appears,  with  the 
demonstration  of  experience,  that  there  is  a  remedy  for  the  enormous 
evils  of  the  present  system. 

4.    REMEDY    FOR    THE    EVILS    OF    THE    PENITENTIARY    SYSTEM. 

The  facts  showing  what  this  remedy  is  are  derived  from  the 
Female  Department  ot^  the  Baltimore  Penitentiary,  the  Penitentiary  in 
New  Hampshire,  and  that  at  Auburn,  in  the  State  of  Nev>-  York  ; 
but  principally  from  the  latter. 

In  the  Female  Department  of  the  Baltimore  Penitentiary,  a  work 
has  been  done  within  three  years,  which,  if  it  had  been  done  in 
Europe,  would  probably  have  caused  the  name  of  the  person  who  has 
done  it  to  resound  through  the  world.  Mrs.  Rachel  Perijo  entered 
this  Prison  in  February,  i8-2"2,  and  took  charge  of  about  sixty  female 
convicts.  There  had  been,  previously,  some  vile  abuses  practised  among 
them,  and,  as  the  directors  state,' this  department  was  wretchedly 
managed.  The  Records  show,  that  the  average  annual  expense  before 
the  matron  came  into  office,  was  81099  51;  and  that  the  annual 
average  income  since,  has  been  8492  51  ;  making  a  difference  to  the 
institution,  from  her  services,  of  815S1  6G  annually. 

There  has  been,  not  only  a  saving  of  expense,  but  a  saving  of  health. 
An  examination  was  made  of  the  "Records  of  the  Hospital,  for  four 
periods,  of  twenty-seven  weeks  each ;  by  which  it  appears,  that  the 
matron  has  prevented,  in  three  years,  more  than  seventeen  years'  sick- 
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ness — i.  e.  the  number  of  days  spent  in  the  hospital  by  the  sick,  has 
been  diminished,  what  is  equal  to  the  sickness  of  one  person,  more  than 
seventeen  years. 

The  convicts  have  not  only  been  saved  from  sickness,  and  made  profit- 
able to  the  State ;  but  they  have  been  taught  those  useful  arts,  by  which 
they  can  earn  a  subsistence  when  they  leave  the  Prison.  The  division 
of  labor  is  complete ;  some  are  engaged  in  knitting,  some  in  sewing  and 
spinning  ;  and  all  arranged,  in  an  apartment,  under  an  as<;istant,  pre- 
senting a  specimen  of  as  much  subordination,  neatness,  and  cheerful 
and  quiet  industry,  as  can  be  found  in  any  place  of  labor. 

They  have  also  been  taught  to  read.  On  the  Sabbath,  in  a  Sab- 
bath school,  by  the  matron  and  her  daughter,  two  hours  in  the  morn- 
ing, and  two  in  the  afternoon,  in  summer ;  and  one  in  the  morning, 
and  one  in  the  afternoon,  in  winter,  have  been  devoted  to  their  instruc- 
tion. Fifteen,  who  could  not  read,  have  been  taught  to  read  the  scrip- 
tures, and  all,  except  two  aged  persons,  to  read  in  the  spelling  book. 
In  some  instances,  the  desire  to  learn  has  been  so  great,  that  the  con- 
victs would  give  a  part  of  their  daily  bread  to  their  companions  for 
teaching  them. 

They  have  also  been  encouraged  in  the  discharge  of  religious  du- 
ties. On  the  Sabbath,  except  when  engaged  in  the  Sabbath  school, 
or  in  the  public  exercises  of  religious  worship,  they  assemble  together, 
of  their  own  accord,  to  spend  the  time  in  reading  the  scriptures,  and 
in  prayer  among  themselves ;  they  regularly  implore  a  blessing  at  the 
table,  and  in  every  room  except  one,  attend  prayers  morning  and 
evening. 

This  system  of  industry,  and  instruction,  and  religious  duty,  has  had 
the  effect  to  render  the  number  of  recommitments  unusually  small.  In 
three  years  preceding  January,  IS'25,  forty-seven  had  left  the  depart- 
ment of  the  Penitentiary ;  of  whom  only  seven  had  returned.  In  New 
York  city,  in  November,  1824,  the  tread  wheel,  which  has  been  re- 
garded, in  Europe,  as  more  effectual  than  any  other  mode  of  punish- 
ment in  preventing  recommitments,  had  employed  on  it,  out  of  sixty- 
six  Vv'Omen,  twenty  for  a  second  time  ;  six  a  third ;  two  a  fourth  ;  and 
one  a  fifth. 

All  these  surprising  and  delightful  results,  in  favor  of  the  Female 
Department  of  the  Baltimore  Penitentiary,  have  been  produced  without 
any  peculiar  advantages  in  the  construction  of  the  Prison,  by  the  good- 
ness, vigilance,  and  skill  of  the  Matron. 

The  inference  is,  that  nothing  is  more  important  in  such  an  institu- 
tion, than  the  character  of  the  person  engaged  as  the  immediate  super- 
intendent. 

Similar  results  to  the  above,  and  for  similar  reasons,  have  been  gain- 
ed in  the  New  Hampshire  Penitentiary.  Moses  C.  Pilsbury,  Esq. 
took  charge  of  this  institution,  in  May,  1818.  The  loss  to  the  State, 
on  the  business  of  the  institution,  in  one  year  preceding  the  time  when 
Mr.  Pilsbury  took  charge  of  it,  w-as  84235  61.  Since  that  time,  the 
total  gain,  fi-om  the  labor  of  sixty-four  convicts,  after  defraying  every 
expense,  has  been  80305  44.  During  the  same  time,  the  Connecticut 
Prison,  with  about  one  hundred  convicts,  has  drawn  from  the  treasury 
of  the  State  more  than  sixty-four  thousand  dollars. 

This  surprising  difference,  in  favor  of  the  New  Hampshire  Prison, 


36  PRISON   DISCIPLINE    SOCIETY.  36 

is  to  be  explained  principally  by  the  character  of  the  warden.  He  is 
always  at  his  post.  He  is  a  man  of  unceasing  vigilance.  He  does 
the  duties  of  contractor,  keeper,  and  clerk.  He  is  prompt  and  effi- 
cient in  correction ;  but  in  his  general  character,  humane ;  and  in 
sickness,  particularly  kind.  He  spares  no  pains  in  instruction  ;  either 
reading  himself,  or  causing  the  scriptures  to  be  read  to  the  men,  twice 
every  day,  and  devoting  much  of  his  time  with  the  convicts,  on  the 
Sabbath,  to  the  appropriate  duties  of  the  sanctuary.  In  consequence 
of  this  system  of  vigilance  and  instruction,  the  pecuniary  interests  of 
the  institution  are  in  the  highest  degree  prosperous ;  the  industry  and 
obedience  of  the  convicts  cheerful ;  and  their  moral  character  is  not 
greatly  debased,  if  their  hearts  are  not  changed.  This  is  evident  from 
the  fact  that  the  number  of  recommitments  is  very  small :  only  three 
out  of  sixty-six,  or  eleven  out  of  two  hundred  and  fifty-seven,  having  been 
returned  for  a  second  offence,  and  none  for  a  third.  It  will  be  recollect- 
ed, that  in  several  of  the  Penitentiaries,  the  recommitments  are  one 
fourth,  one  third,  and  in  some  one  half  the  whole  number  of  convicts. 
This  admirable  state  of  things  in  New  Hampshire,  which  gains  so  much 
by  comparison  with  many  similar  institutions,  has  been  the  result,  not  of 
any  peculiar  advantages  in  the  construction  of  the  Prison,  but  of  the 
unremitted  and  faithful  superintendency  of  a  man  peculiarly  qualified 
to  discharge  the  duties  of  his  station. 

These  examples  from  the  New  Hampshire  Penitentiary  and  the  Fe- 
male Department  of  the  Baltimore,  we  regard  as  full  of  encouragement ; 
showing  what  can  be  done  among  convicts,  without  any  peculiar  advan- 
tages of  construction,  by  wisdom  and  goodness  in  management. 

At  Auburn,  we  have  a  more  beautiful  example  still  of  what  may  be 
done  by  proper  discipline,  in  a  Prison  well  constructed.  It  is  not  possible 
to  describe  the  pleasure  which  we  feel  in  contemplating  this  noble  in- 
stitution, after  wading  through  the  fraud,  and  material  and  moral  filth 
of  many  Prisons.  We  regard  it  as  a  model  worthy  of  the  world's  imita- 
tion. We  do  not  mean  that  there  is  nothing  in  this  institution  which 
admits  of  improvement ;  for  there  have  been  a  few  cases  of  unjustifiable 
severity  in  punishment ;  but,  on  the  whole,  the  institution  is  immensely 
elevated  above  the  old  Penitentiaries. 

The  whole  establishment  from  the  gate  to  the  sewer  is  a  specimen 
of  neatness.  The  unremitted  industry,  the  entire  subordination  and 
subdued  feeling  of  the  convicts,  has  probably  no  parallel  among  an 
equal  number  of  criminals.  In  their  solitary  cells,  they  spend  the 
night,  with  no  other  book  but  the  Bible  ;  and  at  sunrise,  they  proceed 
in  military  order,  under  the  eye  of  the  turnkeys,  in  solid  columns,  with 
the  lock  march,  to  their  workshops  ;  thence  in  the  same  order,  at  the 
hour  of  breakfast,  to  the  common  hall,  where  they  partake  of  their 
wholesome  and  frugal  meal  in  silence.  Not  even  a  whisper  is  heard ; 
though  the  silence  is  such  that  a  whisper  might  be  heard  through  the 
whole  apartment.  The  convicts  are  seated  in  single  file,  at  narrow 
tables,  with  their  backs  towards  the  centre,  so  that  there  can  be  no 
interchange  of  signs.  If  one  has  more  food  than  he  wants,  he  raises 
his  left  hand  ;  and  if  another  has  less,  he  raises  his  right  hand,  and 
the  waiter  changes  it.  When  they  have  done  eating,  at  the  ringing 
of  a  little  bell,  of  the  softest  sound,  they  rise  from  the  table,  form  the 
solid  columns,  and  return  under  the  eye  of  their  turnkeys  to  the  work- 


37  FIRST  REPORT — 1826.  37 

shops.  From  one  end  of  the  shops  to  the  other,  it  is  the  testimony  of 
many  witnesses,  that  they  have  passed  more  than  three  hundred  convicts 
without  seeing  one  leave  his  work,  or  turn  his  head  to  gaze  at  them. 
There  is  the  most  perfect  attention  to  business  from  morning  till  night, 
interrupted  only  by  the  time  necessary  to  dine  ;  and  never  by  the  fact 
that  the  whole  body  of  prisoners  have  done  their  tasks,  and  the  time  is 
now  their  own,  and  they  can  do  what  they  please.  At  the  close  of  the 
day,  a  little  before  sunset,  the  work  is  all  laid  aside  at  once,  and  the 
convicts  return  in  military  order  to  the  solitary  cells,  where  they  partake 
of  the  frugal  meal,  which  they  were  permitted  to  take  from  the  kitchen, 
where  it  was  furnished  for  them,  as  they  returned  from  the  shops.  After 
supper,  they  can,  if  they  choose,  read  the  scriptures  undisturbed,  and 
then  reflect  in  silence  on  the  errors  of  their  lives.  They  must  not  dis- 
turb their  fellow  prisoners  by  even  a  whisper.  The  feelings  which  the 
convicts  exhibit  to  their  religious  teacher,  as  he  passes  from  one  cell  to 
another,  are  generally  subdued  feelings.  Sometimes,  however,  a  man 
is  found  who  hardens  his  heart,  and  exhibits  his  obduracy  even  here  ; 
but  the  cases  are  comparatively  few.  The  want  of  decorum,  of  which 
the  commissioners  of  the  State  of  New  York  complain,  in  their  visit  to 
the  city  Prison,  where  they  were  met  by  the  bold  staring  of  the  prison- 
ers after  they  left  their  work  to  gaze  at  them,  and  by  looks,  whether  in 
smiles  or  in  frowns,  which  indicated  an  unsubdued  and  audacious  spirit 
in  the  culprits ;  this  is  never  seen  at  Auburn.  The  men  attend  to  their 
business  from  the  rising  to  the  setting  sun,  and  spend  the  night  in 
solitude. 

Under  these  circumstances  they  are  provided  with  the  word  of  God, 
by  a  law  of  the  State,  which  requires  that  every  cell  shall  be  supplied 
with  a  Bible  or  a  Testament.  They  also  receive  the  undivided  atten- 
tion of  a  most  wise  and  faithful  religious  teacher,  who  spends  all  his 
time  in  the  Prison,  visiting  the  sick,  teaching  those  who  cannot  read, 
preaching  in  the  chapel,  on  the  Sabbath,  the  unsearchable  riches  of 
Christ,  and  afterwards  in  going  from  cell  to  cell,  to  administer  the  re- 
proofs and  consolations  of  religion  to  individuals.  The  influence  of 
the  chaplain,  according  to  the  testimony  of  all  the  officers,  is  most 
salutary  and  powerful,  and  the  various  expressions  of  confidence  and 
affection,  exhibited  towards  him  by  the  convicts,  is  most  cheering  to 
himself. 

What  then  ought  this  institution  to  be  that  it  is  not  ?  and  how  widely 
different  from  that  in  Connecticut,  which  the  commissioners,  in  their 
last  Report,  say,  "  is  all  that  it  ought  not  to  be,  and  nothing  that  it  ought 
to  be." 

What  could  with  propriety  be  done  for  criminals  which  is  not  done 
at  Auburn  ?  They  are,  from  necessity,  temperate  and  frugal  in  their 
diet ;  they  are  busily  employed  in  some  useful  business  irom  morning 
till  night ;  they  are  kept  in  perfect  subordination,  and  provided  richly 
with  the  means  of  knowledge  and  of  grace,  which  may  make  them  wise 
to  salvation. 

It  is  hardly  necessary  to  add,  that  at  Auburn  there  is  an  exclusion 
of  all  the  positive  evils  of  the  old  system,  which  arise  from  cro\vded 
night  rooms,  evil  communication,  instruction  in  all  the  arts  of  pick- 
pockets, thieves,  incendiaries,  and  counterfeiters,  and,  above  all,  from 
the  existence  of  a  crime  which  is  not  fit  to  be  named  among  Christians. 
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These  great  ends  are  gained,  partly  by  discipline,  and  partly  by  con- 
struction. 

The  peculiarities  of  the  discipline  are,  that  the  men,  by  a  military 
movement,  are  required  to  keep  the  same  relative  position ;  as  a  general 
thing,  they  are  placed  back  to  face  ;  and  they  are  forbidden  all  conver- 
sation with  each  other. 

The  peculiarity  in  construction  is  seen  in  the  engraving. 

¥,  ith  this  plan  of  building,  and  the  system  of  discipline  and  iiistruc- 
tion  introduced  at  Auburn,  the  great  evils  of  the  Penitentiary  system  are 
remedied.  Here  then  is  exhibited,  what  Europe  and  America  have 
been  long  waiting  to  see,  a  Prison  which  may  be  made  a  model  of  im- 
itation. 

5.    HISTORY  OF  THE  SOCIETY. 

It  only  remains  to  give  a  brief  history  of  the  Society. 

The  Society  w^as  organized  in  Boston,  June  30,  1825. 

The  object  of  the  Society  has  already  been  mentioned,  to  wit :  the 
improvement  of  Public  Prisons. 

The  receipts  of  this  Society,  to  enable  it  thus  flir  to  prosecute  its  ob- 
ject, have  been  twelve  hundred  and  twenty  dollars  ;  the  disbursements, 
eleven  hundred  and  thirty  dollais  and  ten  cents.  The  salary  of  the 
Secretary,  on  condition  that  he  devote  all  his  time  to  this  object,  and 
defray  his  travelling  expenses  from  his  salary,  was  fixed  by  the  Man- 
agers, for  the  last  year,  at  one  thousand  dollars. 

The  principles  which  have  governed  the  Managers,  in  the  prose- 
cution of  this  object,  have  been  partially  developed,  and  will  be  more 
fully,  in  the  Resolutions  about  to  be  offered.  It  has  been  consider- 
ed of  fundamental  importance,  to  obtain  accurate  knowledge,  from  per- 
sonal observation,  of  the  present  condition  and  character  of  Prisons. 
The  evils  which  have  been  found  to  exist,  as  the  Prisons,  one  after 
another,  have  been  visited,  in  thirteen  different  States,  and  the  District 
of  Columbia,  have  made  the  necessity  of  exertion  to  remove  them 
obvious.  This  is  the  foundation  of  the  Society.  The  evils  are  enor- 
mous, and  it  has  been  necessary  in  the  disclosure,  which  has  often 
been  made  of  them,  to  use  special  precaution,  lest  persons  of  im- 
proper character  should  be  made  acquainted  with  facts  of  which  they 
had  better  remain  ignorant.  The  plans  of  mischief  are  so  simple, 
the  alphabet  of  villains  is  so  beautiful  and  curious,  that  we  have  great- 
ly feared  lest  we  should  furnish  injurious  suggestions  to  depraved 
minds.  Many  things  to  which  we  allude  have  not  been  written  in 
this  Report,  because  it  may  fall  into  the  hands  of  those  for  whom  it 
was  not  intended.  The  plan  adopted,  therefore,  has  been  this  ;  to 
invite  gentlemen  of  well  known  character  and  incorruptible  integrity, 
to  assemble  for  the  purpose  of  receiving  a  confidential  communication 
on  the  subject  of  Prison  Discipline.  Many  of  our  Rulers  in  Massa- 
chusetts, Connecticut,  and  the  District  of  Columbia,  have  been  made 
acquainted  with  the  facts  to  which  we  refer.  This  mode  of  operation, 
it  has  been  thought,  would  sooner  secure  the  ultimate  object,  and  be 
attended  with  less  danger,  than  publishing  all,  which  we  have  been 
compelled  to  learn.  Several  circular  letters,  however,  have  been 
printed,  and  directed  to  a  few  men  in  authority,  and  a  kw  friends  of 
the  Society.     The   letter   concerning  Juvenile   Delinquents,  it  is  be- 
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lieved  will  tell,  as  long  as  a  boy  shall  remain  in  Prison,  associated 
with  an  old  offender.  The  letter,  too,  concerning  the  Jails  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,  we  believe,  has  never  been  read  without  deep 
indignation.  The  representations  which  have  been  made,  in  Massa- 
chusetts and  Connecticut,  have  not  been  without  effect :  and  we  are 
happy  to  know,  that  there  is  a  cheering  prospect  of  a  thorough  reform, 
in  the  Prison  Discipline  of  each  of  these  States,  and  also  of  that  in 
the  District  of  Columbia.  The  amount  of  appropriations  already 
made,  within  a  few  months,  for  this  object,  in  the  places  specified,  ia 
$72,000.  The  work,  therefore,  is  begun,  and  we  hope  not  to  rest 
from  our  labors,  till  we  see  a  more  wise  and  effectual  system  of 
Prison  Discipline,  in  the  United  States,  than  can  be  found  in  any 
other  country ;  till  Christianity  has  done  what  its  authority  requires  it 
to  do  for  prisoners ;  not  to  screen  them  from  merited  punishment ;  but 
to  protect  society  from  their  depredations ;  to  save  them,  if  possible, 
from  further  contamination  ;  and,  more  than  this,  to  preach  to  them 
''Christ  and  him  crucified." 
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ANNUAL    MEETING. 


The  Society  held  its  First  Annual  Meeting  in  the  Vestry  of  Hanover 
Church,  Boston,  on  Friday,  June  2,  at  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 

The  Hon.  George  Bliss,  President  of  the  Society,  took  the  chair,  and  at 
his  request,  the  Rev.  William  Je.\ks,  D.  D.  addressed  the  Throne  of  Grace. 

The  Treasurer,  Mr.  Asa  Ward,  read  his  Report,  and  the  certificate  of  its 
correctness  by  the  Auditors,  Mr.  William  G.  Lambert  and  Mr.  Gerard 
Hallock.  By  a  vote  of  the  Society,  the  Report  of  the  Treasurer  was  ac- 
cepted. 

The  Officers  for  the  ensuing  year  were  then  elected,  and  the  Society 
adjourned,  to  meet  in  the  Church  at  4  o'clock,  to  hear  the  Report  of  the 
Managers,  and  Addresses. 

The  Society  met  according  to  adjournment.  The  Hon.  George  Bliss 
took  the  chair,  and,  at  his  request,  the  Rev.  Francis  Wayland  addressed 
the  Throne  of  Grace. 

The  Report  of  the  Managers  was  then  read  by  the  Secretary. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  Rufus  Anderson,  seconded  by  William  Ropes,  Esq. 

Resolved,  That  the  Report  which  has  now  been  read,  be  accepted,  and 
referred  to  the  Committee  to  be  published,  or  used  in  any  other  way,  as,  in 
their  judgment,  shall  best  promote  the  interests  of  the  Society. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  William  Jenks,  D.  D.  seconded  hy  Rev.  Francis 
Wayland, 

Resolved,  That  the  facts  presented  in  this  Report,  showing  that  one 
cause  of  the  increase  and  frequency  of  crime  is  the  degraded  character  of 
the  colored  population,  deserve  the  particular  consideration  of  the  friends 
of  Africa. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  Richard  S.  Storrs,  seconded  by  Rev.  Warren  Fay, 

Resolved,  That  the  object  of  the  Prison  Discipline  Society,  as  expressed 
in  the  '^d  Article  of  its  Constitution,  to  wit,  "the  improvement  of  public 
PRISONS,"  claims  the  attention  of  the  community,  because  the  evils  existing 
in  these  Institutions,  and  not  necessarily  connected  with  them,  are  incon- 
sistent with  the  purposes  of  justice  and  the  principles  of  rehgion. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  Fp^ancis  Wayland,  seconded  by  Rev.  Heman  Hum- 
phrey, D.  D. 

Resolved,  That  solitary  confinement,  at  least  by  night,  with  moral  and 
religious  instruction,  are  an  obvious  remedy  for  the  principal  evils  existing 
in  Prisons. 

On  motion  q/"  Alden  Bradford,  Esq.  seconded  by  William  Ropes,  Esq., 

Resolved,  That  the  Managers  be  requested  to  inquire  whether  any,  and 
if  any,  what  measures  ought  to  be  adopted  to  encourage  good  conduct  in 
convicts  when  they  leave  the  Prison  ? 

Addresses  most  animating  to  the  officers  and  friends  of  the  Society  were 
made  by  Rev.  Mr.  Storrs.  Rev.  Mr.  Wayland,  and  Rev.  Dr.  Humphrey. 
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APPENDIX, 


EXTRACT    FROM    GOV.    LINCOLN'S    MESSAGE,    JAN.    1826. 

The  interesting  subject  of  State  Prison  concerns  demands  your  earnest  attention. 
The  annual  report  of  the  Directors,  shows  the  economical  and  successful  manage- 
ment of  the  pecuniary  and  business  affairs  of  the  institution.  The  receipts  from  the 
labor  of  the  convicts  have  yielded  the  unlooked  for  result  o[  ten  thousand  and  fifty- 
one  dollars  and  thirty-two  cents,  heyond  all  the  expenses  which  are  a  charge  upon 
the  establishment  for  the  year  ending  on  the  3')th  of  September  last.  To  this  may 
be  added  the  sum  of  three  thousand  seven  hundred  and  forty-seven  dollars  and 
eighty-seven  cents,  the  balance  from  the  accounts  of  the  preceding  year  for  the  earn- 
ings of  the  convicts  over  and  above  the  expenses  of  that  year,  making  an  aggregate 
oi  thirteen  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-nine  dollars  and  nineteen  cents,  oi 
credit,  by  the  Prison  to  the  Commonwealth,  at  the  commencement  of  the  last  quar- 
ter. But  there  is  a  melancholy  reverse  to  the  picture.  There  is  much  reason  to 
believe,  that,  as  a  Penitentiary,  the  system  is  utterly  ineffectual  to  purposes  of  re- 
form or  amendment.  Indeed,  in  nothing  else  than  as  a  place  of  personal  labor  and 
restraint,  is  it  a  place  of  terror  or  punishment.  The  report  of  the  Directors  distinctly 
points  to  the  construction  of  the  Prison,  and  the  want  of  apartments  for  the  separate 
confinement  of  the  convicts,  as  a  continued  source  of  infinite  moral  evil.  So  few 
are  the  number  of  cells,  that,  in  many  of  them,  from  four  to  sixteen  convicts  are  lock- 
ed together  by  night.  In,  emphatically,  these  committee  rooms  of  mischief,  the 
vilest  schemes  of  profligacy  are  devised,  and  the  grossest  acts  of  depravity  are  per- 
petrated. Confederacies  and  combinations  are  here  formed,  by  the  practised  vete- 
ran, with  the  novitiate  in  crime,  and  to  complete  the  infamy  of  the  association,  a 
horrible  offence  is  here  committed  between  wretches,  who  are  alike  destitute  of 
moral  sentiment,  and  wiihout  the  reach  of  physical  restraint.  Nature  and  humani- 
ty cry  aloud  for  redemption  from  this  dreadful  degradation.  Better,  even,  that  the 
laws  were  written  in  blood,  than  that  they  should  be  executed  in  sin ! 

Subsequent  to  the  autumnal  visitation  and  in-pection  of  the  Pri-on  by  the  Execu- 
tive, much  public  feeling  was  excited  by  rumors  of  unasual  defects  in  the  character 
of  its  interior  discipline,  and  in  the  conduct  of  its  inmates,  and  some  of  the  subordi- 
nate officers.  An  ofiicial  inquiry  on  the  subject  was  immediately  addressed  to  the 
Directors.  Their  full,  frank  and  explicit  answer  will  show  the  result  of  a  strict 
scrutiny  into  the  suggestions  which  were  made,  and  will  further  enforce  the  neces- 
sity of  the  only  effectual  remedy  for  the  abuses  which  were  found  to  exist,  by  a  sep- 
aration of  the  convicts,  except  while  at  labor,  and  by  prohibiting  and  prevenling 
them,  at  ail  times,  from  private  communications  with  each  other,  (he  Under-keepors, 
Overseers,  or  strangers.  This  latter  regulation  is  indeed  within  the  present  authori- 
ty of  the  government  of  the  Prison,  but  it  would  be  utterly  idle  to  attempt  to  enforce 
it,  to  any  salutary  end,  while  the  opportunities  for  intercourse  exist,  which  the  state 
of  the  cells  will  now  freely  allow. 

In  view  to  the  inevitable  conclusion  of  your  own  minds,  upon  the  papers  which 
will  be  submitted  to  you,  that  something  is  imperiously  required  to  be  done,  I  recom- 
mend, that  immediate  provision  be  made  for  the  erection,  as  soon  as  may  be,  in  the 
Prison  yard,  of  a  building,  with  sufficient  cells  for  the  separate  confinement  of  the 
present  and  any  future  probable  number  of  convicts. — As  the  best  model  of  a  struc- 
ture of  this  description,  securing  the  most  entire  solitude  of  person,  with  an  effectual 
arrangement  for  detecting  the  slightest  attempt  at  correspondence,  by  conversation, 
the  Prison  at  Auburn,  in  the  State  of  New  York,  is  particularly  to  be  preferred.  A 
rough,  but  sufficiently  accurate  plan  of  this  edifice,  with  such  explanations  as  will 
render  its  construction  perfectly  intelligible,  furnished  by  a  philanthropic  gentleman, 
who  has  taken  deep  interest  in  the  subject,  will  be  found  with  the  papers  which  are 
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transmitted.  The  whole  expense  of  the  proposed  building,  constructed,  as  it  should 
be,  of  unhammered  stone,  may  be  estimated  not  to  exceed  thirty-five  thousand  dol- 
lars. To  meet  this,  the  present  balance  due  from  the  Prison  to  the  Commonwealth, 
of  almost  fourteen  thousand  dollars,  may  be  made  applicable,  to  which  may  be  added 
the  specific  labor  of  a  portion  of  the  convicts  upon  the  building,  the  next  season,  or 
their  earnings,  if  otherwise  employed,  which,  with  less  of  success  than  the  last  year, 
may  yet  be  relied  upon,  for  making  up  the  sum  to  twenty  thousand  dollar's : — and 
for  the  residue,  a  grant  must  be  had  from  the  Treasury,  which  the  future  earnings 
of  the  Prison  may  be  held  pledged  to  replace.  This  grant,  however,  will  be  expe- 
dient, in  the  first  instance,  from  the  consideration  that  the  Prison  balance  results 
altogether,  or  in  a  great  part,  from  stock  on  hand,  which  may  not  be  converted  into 
money  in  sufficient  time  for  the  disbursements,  which  will  be  required  by  economy 
in  the  work. 

No  apology  can  be  necessary  for  the  particularity  with  which  I  have  called  your 
attention  to  a  subject,  which  is  of  such  high  concern  to  religion  and  morals,  to  the 
character  of  the  Commonwealth,  and  the  duties  of  its  law-givers. 


REPORT     OF     THE     COMMITTEE     OF     THE    MASSACHUSETTS    LEGISLATURE, 
FEBRUARY,     1826. 

The  Committee,  to  whom  was  referred  the  Statement  of  the  Warden  of  the  State 
Prison,  made  in  pursuance  of  an  order  of  the  House  of  Representatives,  passed  June 
18, 1825,  having  attended  the  duties  assigned  them,  ask  leave  respectfully  to  Report : 

That  they  have  carefully  examined  the  Statement  made  by  the  Warden,  of  the 
expenditures  of  the  Institution,  for  pay  and  salaries  of  officers,  per  centage,  &.c.,  and 
the  whole  amount  for  the  ten  years  last  past,  is  $91,715  75,  together  with  $14,689 
47;  a  per  centage  paid  to  one  of  the  officers  in  the  stone  department. 

In  the  several  expenditures  of  the  Prison,  your  Committee  see  little  that  is  incon- 
sistent with  the  most  rigid  economy,  except  in  the  amount  received  by  one  of  the 
officers,  Overseer  in  the  stone  department.  This  officer  receives  a  salary  from  the 
government  of  $354  per  annum.  In  addition  to  which,  he  received,  the  last  year, 
the  sum  of  $3002  25,  as  commission  upon  the  sale  of  wrought  stone,  besides  an  ad- 
ditional income  derived  from  contracts  made  on  his  own  account,  out  of  the  Prison. 
— Your  Committee  have  received  the  most  satisfactory  evidence,  that  the  skill,  in- 
dustry, and  activity  of  the  Overseer  referred  to,  has  greatly  contributed  to  the  in- 
come of  the  Prison  during  the  past  year,  and  that  his  knowledge  of  the  business 
makes  it  desirable  to  retain  him  in  that  department.  Yet  they  cannot  believe  it  ne- 
cessary or  expedient,  to  allow  to  an  under  officer  of  the  State  Prison,  a  yearly  in- 
come greater  than  any  other  officer  in  the  Commonwealth.  They  are  of  opinion 
that  the  salary  of  this  officer  should  not  only  be  diminished,  but  fixed  to  a  sum  cer- 
tain. W^hile  the  salary  of  this  officer  is  made  certain  and  limited,  your  Committee 
think  it  advisable,  that  his  duties  should  be  so  regulated  and  defined,  that,  in  the 
discharge  of  them,  he  should  not  interfere  with  those  which  are  appropriately  dele- 
gated to  the  Warden.  It  has  appeared  to  your  Committee,  that  the  officer  referred 
to,  has  considered  it  within  the  scope  of  his  authority  to  make  contracts  for  manu- 
factured stone.  This  duty,  it  is  believed,  is  delegated  to  the  Warden.  And  there  is 
manifestly  a  propriety  in  confining  the  power  to  contract  to  the  Warden ;  inasmuch, 
as  he  is  the  only  officer  in  the  Prison,  of  whom  the  government  has  required  bonds, 
for  the  faithful  administration  of  the  duties  of  his  office,  and  from  whom  it  exacts  a 
strict  account  of  all  the  pecuniary  concerns  of  the  Institution.  It  would  seem, 
therefore,  to  be  unjust  to  permit  one  officer  to  exercise  an  authority,  which  might 
involve  the  Prison  in  a  heavy  and  unnecessary  expense,  and  hold  another  officer 
re-ponsible  for  that  very  act,  which  he  could  neither  control  nor  prohibit. 

Your  Committee  are  of  opinion,  that  the  Laws  which  already  exist,  (if  properl)' 
understood,)  would  sufficiently  explain  the  relative  duties  of  each  of  the  officers  in 
the  Prison. 

By  the  law  of  June  25,  1811,  the  Directors  are  empowered  to  make,  ordain  and 
es'ablish  rules,  &c.  for  the  purchase  of  materials,  &c.  and  for  the  sale  of  articles  man- 
ufactured at  the  Prison.  By  the  statute  of  June  16, 1813,  it  is  made  the  duty  of  the 
Warden,  with  the  consent  of  the  Directors,  to  make  all  contracts  for  the  supply  of 
ar  icles  of  food  or  manufacture.  And  there  is  no  statute  which  authorizes  the  Direc- 
tors to  empower  any  person  to  make  contracts  in  relation  to  the  Prison.  It  is  the 
Warden's  duty  to  make  contracts,  if  those  contracts  be  approbated  by  the  Directors. 
If  your  Committee  are  correct  in  their  conclusions,  it  v/ould  follow,  that  the  officer 
who  is  at  the  head  of  the  stone  department,  has  not  authority,  and  cannot  derive 
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from  the  Directors  any  authority  to  make  contracts,  or  in  any  way  to  interfere  with 
that  part  of  the  Warden's  duty. 

In  the  examination  to  which  your  Committee  have  attended,  it  has  appeared  to 
them,  that  the  salary  which  several  of  the  under  officers  now  receive,  is  inadequate 
to  their  support,  and  is  not  a  sufficient  compensation  for  their  arduous  duties. 

Your  Committee  would  therefore  recommend,  that  the  salary  of  the  principal 
Keeper  be  raised  one  hundred  dollars,  and  the  salary  of  the  Turnkeys,  and  Over- 
seers, fifty  dollars  each,  in  addition  to  their  present  pay.  It  will  be  perceived,  that 
by  reducing  the  present  receipts  of  the  Overseer  of  the  stone  department,  to  some- 
thing like  a  reasonable  compensation,  enough,  and  more  than  enough,  can  be  obtain- 
ed from  this  reduction  of  his  salary  to  meet  the  increase  of  salaries  thus  proposed. 

It  appeared  that  from  six  to  sixteen  of  the  convicts  were  lodged  in  one  room,  that 
they  are  permitted  occasionally  the  use  of  musical  instruments,  with  lights  in  their 
rooms.  That  their  rooms  or  cells  are  so  constructed,  that  the  Keepers  cannot  in- 
spect them  at  night,  without  giving  to  the  prisoners  such  notice  of  their  approach, 
that  they  have  ample  opportunity  to  conceal  from  them  their  employment,  of  what- 
ever nature  it  may  then  be.  That  cards  have  been  conveyed  to  the  prisoners — and 
a  number  of  packs  have,  at  different  times,  been  found  concealed  in  their  cells. 
That  ardent  spirits  have  been  conveyed  over  the  walls  to  the  prisoners,  and  though 
it  is  oftentimes  discovered  and  seized  by  the  officers,  yet  there  is  no  doubt  but  some 
reaches  the  convicts.  That  the  prisoners  have,  almost  all  of  them,  more  or  less 
money  in  the  hands  of  the  commissary,  earned  by  their  overstint ;  which  money  is 
subject  to  their  direction  ;  and  is  frequently  expended  by  them  in  obtaining  solicit- 
ors to  procure  pardons,  &.c.  &c. 

Here  they  catch  and  communicate  the  elements  of  every  crime  ;  to  be  matured 
at  the  expiration  of  their  sentence,  by  practical  operations  upon  the  theories,  with 
which  they  have  become  famiUar  during  their  confinement. 

The  man  whose  principles  have  been  formed  upon  the  benign  precepts  of  our  re- 
ligion, shrinks  back  from  an  habitual  intercourse  with  vice  and  shameless  effi-ontery, 
but  when  the  pride  of  character  has  been  broken  down,  and  the  hope  of  regaining- 
the  confidence  of  society  is  lost,  the  wretched  being  finds  no  society  so  consoling, 
as  that  which  contemns  all  restraint,  and  is  deeply  ingrained  with  the  lessons  of  de- 
pravity. He  would  seek  such  society  as  a  comfort ;  therefore  to  be  condemned  to 
it  is  no  punishment. 

If  the  convict  who  is  sentenced  to  the  State  Prison,  have  any  spark  of  virtue  left 
when  he  enters  its  walls,  he  will  soon  learn  to  forget  the  distinction  between  virtue 
and  vice,  and  assimilate  himself  to  his  companions. 

If  he  be  the  hardened  profligate,  he  goes  to  his  own  place.  What  purposes  then 
of  a  Penitentiary  are  answered  by  this  institution  ? 

Your  Committee,  while  they  are  satisfied  that  the  discipline  of  the  Prison  is  rad- 
ically defective,  do  not  believe  that  the  blame  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  officers  in- 
trusted with  its  management. — The  defect  arises  from  the  system  pursued : — and  to 
produce  a  reformation,  it  must  be  renovated. 

To  this  end  your  Committee  recommend  that  measures  be  taken,  to  reorganize 
the  discipline  of  the  State  Prison,  upon  principles  that  shall  better  comport  with  the 
end  proposed  in  its  establishment. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted  by  order  of  Committee. 

THOMAS  J.  GOODWIN,   Chairman. 


EXTRACT    FROM    THE    STATE    LAW. 
Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts.     In  the  Year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight 

hundred  and  twenty-six. 

An  Act  for  the  erecting  of  another  buHding  within  the  limits  of  the  State  Prison  in  Charlestown,  and 

for  the  better  government  thereof. 

Sec.  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Sunate  and  House  of  Representatives  in  General 
Court  assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same.  That  there  shall  be  erected 
within  the  Umits  of  the  State  Prison  yard  in  Charlestown,  in  the  County  of  Middle- 
sex, a  building  of  unhammered  stone,  adapted  to  the  separate  confinement  of  three 
hundred  convicts,  upon  such  plan  as  shall  be  first  approved  by  his  Excellency  the 
Governor,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Council,  and  that  it  shall  be  the 
duty  of  the  Warden  of  said  State  Prison  to  prepare  the  plan,  make  the  necessary 
contracts,  and  personally  superintend  the  erection  and  completing  of  the  same. 

Sec.  2.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That  in  addition  to  the  money  now  in  the  hands 
of  the  Warden  of  said  Prison,  or  which  may  accrue  from  the  labor  of  the  convicts  be- 
yond the  amount  necessary  for  defraying  the  current  expenses  of  said  Prison,  there 
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be  and  hereby  is  appropriated  for  erecting  said  buildinsc  the  sum  of  five  thousand 
dollars,  and  (hat  his  Excellency  the  Governor  by  and  with  the  advice  of  Council  be 
and  he  hereby  is  authorized  and  requested  to  draw  his  warrant  on  the  Treasury  of 
this  Commonwealth  for  the  same,  in  such  sums  and  at  such  times  as  the  same  may 
he  required. 

Sec.  4.  Be  it  further  enacted.  That  if  any  officer,  contractor,  teamster,  boat- 
man, truckman  or  wagoner,  employed  in  or  about  the  said  State  Prison,  or  any  other 
person,  shall  deliver  or  cause  to  be  delivered,  or  have  in  his  or  her  possession  with 
intent  to  deliver  to  any  person  under  sentence  of  confinement  in  said  Prison,  or 
shall  deposit  or  conceal  in  any  of  the  yards  or  wharves  of  said  Prison,  or  in  any  cart, 
team,  sled,  boat,  or  other  vehicle  going  into  the  premises  of  said  Prison,  any  article 
of  any  kind  with  intent  and  design  that  any  convict  therein  should  obtain  the  same 
without  the  knowledge  and  consent  of  one  of  the  directors  or  the  warden  of  said 
Prison,  every  person  so  offending,  shall  be  liable  to  indictment  before  any  Court, 
competent  to  try  the  same,  and  on  conviction  thereof  shall  be  sentenced  to  confine- 
ment to  hard  labor  in  said  Prison,  or  to  confinement  in  the  County  Gaol  for  a  term 
not  exceeding  two  years,  or  be  fi.ned  a  sum  not  exceeding  five  hundred  dollars,  at 
the  discretion  of  the  Court  before  whom  such  conviction  shall  be  had. 

EXTRACT  FROM  GOVERNOR  \YOLCOTt's  MESSAGE  TO  THE  LEGISLATURE 
OF    CONNECTICUT,    MAY    1826. 

''  A  reorjjar.izalion  of  Neu'gate  Prison  will  doubtless  occupy  your  attention.  As  this 
subject  is  already  under  the  consideration  of  a  CommiUce.  I  take  the  liberty  to  refer,  for 
many  interesting  "^details,  to  an  intelligent  Report,  wliich  was  made  to  the  last"  General  As- 
fiemf)ly.  By  still  more  recent  commiun cations,  it  is  rendered  apparent  that  there  are  but  fcAv 
.subjects  upon  which  \'our  deliberate  reflections  can  be  bestowed,  with  higher  advantages 
to  the  best  interests  of  the  people,  than  to  a  proper  arrangement  and  system  of  discipline  in 
this  Prison. 

Experience  has  at  length  demonstrated,  that  v/ith  no  other  expenses  than  those  which 
must  attend  the  first  establishments,  the  expenses  of  penal  justice  may  be  wholly  avoided, 
without  inflicting,  unless  for  contumacy  viithin  the  Prison,  any  physical  or  meiUal  siiflerings, 
which  necessarily  abridge  life,  or  impair  the  exercise  of  rational  faculties.  These  beneiiis 
may  farther  be  rendered  compatible  with  means  of  moral  and  religious  instruction,  and  with 
thai  public  inspection,  which  afibrds  the  best  security  against  cruelty  and  oppression. 

It  cannot  be  asserted  that  this  or  any  other  system  of  pmiishmcnt  will  change  the  heart 
of  convicts,  and  produce  sincere  repentance  ; — but  it  will  protect  society,  during  the  periods 
to  which  they  are  doomed  5  it  will  deprive  offenders  of  the  power  of  transmittuig  new  vices 
to  their  fellow  criminals,  and  will  at  least  afford  them  an  opportmiity  for  reflection,  by  incui- 
e&ii.".g  Ijabi'is  of  order,  industry  and  temperance. 

It  IS  eminently  a  system  of  moral  discipline,  adapted  to  republican  institutions.  It  is 
compatible  with  "humanity,  justice  and  economy,  and  resembles  in  no  degree  the  bastiles 
and  dungeons  of  despotic  governments,  or  the  gloomy  cells  of  superstition,  where  men  are 
frequently  immured  for  their  very  virtues." 

EXTRACT  FROM  THE  REPORT  OF  THE  COMMISSIONERS  OF  THE  CON- 
NECTICUT LEGISLATURE,  MAY  1826. 

'*'  In  our  view  the  evidence  is  such  as  will  warrant  the  belief,  that  in  some  of  our  Peniten- 
tiaries, if  not  ?«  a// in  which  the  convicts  are  placed  in  large  numbers  together  in  the  cells, 
the  crime  of  Sorlomy  has  been  perpetrated  in  numerous  instances  with  entire  shamelessness 
and  notoriety.  If  that  unnatural  crime  is  ever  perpetrated,  we  should  look  for  its  commission 
among  men  shut  up  from  all  the  enjoyments  of  society  ;  among  hoary  headed  convicts,  con- 
demned to  long  imprisonment,  and  whose  passions  and  principles  have  been  corrupted  and 
degraded  to  tiie  lowest  point  of  debasement,  and  who  are  at  night,  in  numbers  of  from  four  to 
thirty-two  persons,  locked  together  in  cells  which  are  not  subjected  to  official  inspection. 

There  is  also  evidence  that  in  many  Penitentiaries,  the  business  of  counterfeiting  coin  and 
bank  bills  is  well  understood,  and  in  some  instances  practised  by  the  prisoners.  We  have 
seen  the  coin  which  was  found  on  the  prisoners,  and  bank  bills  have  also  been  found  in  every 
sta£^e  of  alteration. 

The  making  of  false  keys  and  curious  implements  for  opening  houses  and  stores  is 
thorouglily  untlerstood.  These  implements  and  keys  of  most  curious  and  beautiful  wcrk- 
manship  we  have  seen,  and  do  not  hesitate  to  say  that  bars,  and  bolts,  and  locks,  ought  not  to 
be  considered  as  any  security  against  these  instmments  in  the  hands  of  a  well  instructed 
convict. 

In  these  rooms  the  prisoners  are  taught  the  best  means  of  firing  buildings,  emd  the  man- 
ner of  preparing  the  match,  and  ascertaining  the  necessary  length  of  match  to  enable  the 
villain  to  escape  before  the  explosioii. 

We  also  state  that  in  some  Prisons  a  ^e^^llar  and  systematic  intercourse  is  carried  en 
with  persons  w!io  have  been  discharged.  Plans  for  plunder  and  escape  are  here  matured, 
and  as  we  are  informed  by  one  of  the  officers  of  the  Massachusetts  Prison,  there  is  no  doubt 
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but  the  robbery  and  murder  of  the  late  Mr.  Gould,  of  Sloneham,  was  concerted  in  the  shoe 
shop  of  that  Prison. 

jNo  eflbrts  are  spared  to  render  the  youn^  convict  unprincipled  and  profligate  j  he  is 
taught  to  believe  lliai  Kociely  has  cast  him  ofl",  and  shut  him  out  from  all  the  enjoyments  of  life, 
and  this  wrongfully— that  thjs  is  accomplished  by  the  wealthy  and  powerful,  who  have  always 
waged  war  against  the  rights  of  the  poor ;  and  he  is  made  to  feel  that  society,  having  injured 
him,  he  has  a  natural  right  to  revenge  upon  it.  In  these  ceils  these  topics  have  been  so  lie- 
quently  discussed,  and  these  principles  so  fully  inculcated,  that  they  have,  when  accompanied 
by  the  actual  hardships  and  suflerings  of  his  condition,  produced  in  the  breast  of  the  convict 
llie  most  deeply  rooted  hostility. 

It  is  unnecessary  for  us  to  remark  that  on  men  cherishing  these  principles  and  feelings, 
punisliment  must  fail  of  its  efi'ect — every  new  infliction  is  considered  as  a  new  injury  to  be 
hereatler  avenged.  In  all  these  inquiries,  the  committee  have  uniformly  found  an  entire  coin- 
cidence of  opinion  among  all  persons  connected  with  the  prison  government.  They  luive, 
v/ithout  exception,  urged  ilie  necessity  of  separate  night  rooms,  and  deprecated  tlie  shocking 
and  awful  consequence  of  placing  prisoners  together  3  they  have  urged  it  as  a  measure  of 
economy  as  well  as  a  meajis  of  reformation,  and  have  treated  as  chimerical,  every  idea  of 
reformation  in  the  convict,  while  this  reprehensible  practice  is  pursued. 

Connected  with  this  consideration  is  another  fact  of  deep  interest.  From  the  best  esti- 
mates we  can  make,  but  which  we  do  not  claim  to  be  accurate,  wc  suppose  that  there  are  at 
large  more  than  G,CH30  persons  who  have  been  convicts  in  cur  Penitentiaries,  and  who,  with 
these  habits  and  principles,  are  roaming  over  the  country,  and  are  frequently  presenting  them- 
selves for  employment  in  our  families,  our  manufactories,  or  on  board  our  vessels. 

We  have  thought  it  right  agalti  to  present  this  subject  to  the  Legislature,  as  important  in 
itself;  and  although  alluded  to  in  our  former  Report,  yet  that  paper  is  probably  In  the  hands 
of  very  few  of  the  members  of  the  present  Legislature.  We  cannot  therefore  but  feel  that  the 
declaration  of  the  last  Legislature,  contained  in  the  resolution  under  which  we  act, ''  that  it  is 
expedient  that  buildings  should  be  constmcted  for  Newgate  Prison  containing  such  a  num- 
!)er  of  cells  that  each  prisoner  may  be  subjected  to  solitary  confinement,  at  least  during  the 
intervals  of  labor,"  is  one,  which  will  receive  the  assent  of  every  man  who  will  yield  his  at- 
tention to  the  facts. 

As  to  the  plan  of  the  buildings  proposed  to  be  erected,  we  are  fortunately  presented  with 
one  in  the  Auburn  Prison  in  the  State  of  New- York,  which  has  stood  the  test  of  experi-ence. 
This  Prison  has  so  entirely  answered  the  views  of  its  projectors,  that  the  Legislature  of  that 
State  have  ordered  the  erection  of  another  Prison  ou  nearly  the  same  plan  at  Sing  Sing,  near 
Hudson's  river ;  and  have  decided  to  abandon  the  State  Prison  in  the  city  of  New-York,  on 
'ft'hich  has  been  expended  more  than  lialf  a  million  of  dollars.  The  Legislature  of  the  State 
of  Massachusetts  have  also,  at  their  last  session,  passed  a  law  authorizing  the  erection  of  a  new 
Prison  on  the  same  plan  ;  although,  v.iihin  a  few  years,  very  large  sums  of  money  have  been 
expended  in  the  construction  of  their  present  buildings.  On  this  subject,  therefore,  we  feel 
ourselves  authorized  to  say  vvith  confidence,  that  the  plan  of  the  Auburn  Prison  should  in  its 
principal  features  be  followed  as  a  model." 

A  law  providing  for  the  erection  of  a  new  Prison  at  Wethersfield,  on  the  Auburn  plan, 
and  making  an  appropriation  of  25,000  dollars  for  the  purpose,  was  peissed  by  the  Legislature 
in  May,  1826. 

EXTRACT  FROM  GOV.  CLINTOn's  SPEECH  AT  THE  OPENING  OF  THE  LAST 

NEW  YORK  LEGISLATURE. 

Refuge  for  Juvenile  Delinqiurds. — The  best  penitentiary  institution  v/hich  has  ever  been 
devised  by  the  wit,  and  established  by  the  beneficence  of  man,  is,  in  all  probability,  the  house 
of  refuge  in  the  city  of  New-York,  for  the  retormalion  of  juvenile  delinquents.  It  takes  cog- 
nizance of  vice  in  its  embryo  state,  and  redeems  from  ruin,  and  sends  forth  lor  usefulness,  those 
depraved  and  unfortunate  youth,  who  are  sometimes  in  a  derelict  state,  sometimes  withoui 
subsistence,  and  at  all  times  without  friends  to  guide  them  in  the  paths  of  virtue.  Tlie  tendency 
of  this  noble  charity  is  preventive  as  well  as  remedial,  and  during  the  short  period  of  its  exist- 
ence, its  salutary  power  has  been  felt  and  acknowledged  in  the  haunts  of  vice  and  the  diminution 
of  our  criminal  proceedings.  I  cannot  recommend  its  further  encouragement  in  language  too  em- 
phatic, and  I  do  believe  if  this  asylum  were  extended  so  as  to  comprehend  juvenile  delinquents 
from  all  parts  of  the  State,  that  the  same  preserving,  reclaiming  and  reforming  eflTects  would  be 
correspondently  experienced.  

JUVENILE  DELINQUENTS  IN  MASSACHUSETTS. 

A  bill  v/as  passed  by  the  Massachusetts  Legislature,  during  the  winter  session  1826,  giving 
the  City  Coimcil  of  Boston,  authority  to  send  Juvenile  Delinquents,  who  have  been  sent  under 
tlie  old  law  to  the  Slate  Prison,  to  such  place  as  they  should  provide,  at  South  Boston,  that 
they  might  be  saved  from  the  corrupting  influence  of  old  convicts,  in  the  State  Prison.  The 
City  Council,  under  this  law,  is  making  preparations  for  this  clciss  of  offenders,  and  has  appro 
priated  ^3,500  to  be  expended  for  their  benefit  at  South  Boston. 

This  class  of  miserable  beings  are,  also,  exciting  much  attention  in  Philadelphia,  and 
efficient  measures  are  in  progress  to  establish  an  institution,  in  that  city,  similar  to  the  House 
of  Refuge  in  New- York,  which  Gov.  Clinton  so  highly  commends  m  his  message. 
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EXTRACTS    FROM    MR.    THOMPSON'S     SPEECH    TO    THE    HOUSE    OF    REPRE- 
SENTATIVES   OF    THE    UNITED    STATES,    JAN.    1826. 

"  In  the  District,  on  the  south  side  of  the  River,  there  are  above  thirty  crimes  punished  by 
the  dreadful  penaUy  of  death ;  and  on  this  side  of  the  River,  there  are  above  fourteen  for 
which  the  same  punishment  is  provided.  It  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  recite  the  whole  of 
these  bloody  enactments.  It  will  be  sufficient  to  mention  two  or  three,  to  illustrate  the  spirit 
of  the  whole  code.  Feloniously  breaking  and  entering-  a  store  or  warehouse,  by  day  or  by 
nig-ht,  and  stealing  there  to  the  amount  of  four  dollars  5  breaking  out  of  prison,  if  the  prisoner 
were  confined  under  the  charge  of  a  capital  felony,  whether  he  were  guilty  of  that  felony 
or  not ;  a  slave,  preparing  or  administering  any  medicine  with  ill  intent,  or  attended  with  any 
bad  consequences  }  maliciously  burning  any  house,  whether  it  be  a  mansion  house,  or  what- 
ever may  be  its  use.  On  this  side  of  the  River,  breaking  and  entering  a  ware-house,  store- 
house, or  tobacco-house,  and  there  stealing  to  the  value  of  tive  shillings,  is  punished  with  death. 
Thus,  on  the  one  side  of  the  River,  the  lite  of  a  man  is  valued  at  four  dollars,  while  on  the 
other,  the  law  fixes  its  price  at  but  five  shillings.  But  tlie  most  horrid  of  all  the  bloody 
denunciations  of  the  law  here,  is,  the  judgment  which  it  requires  to  be  pronounced  on  a 
slave,  convicted  on  petit  treason,  murder,  or  arson.  It  requires  that  he  should  be  hanged, 
his  head  cut  off,  and  his  body  divided  into  quarters,  and  his  head  and  quarters  set  up  in  the 
most  public  places  of  the  District.  Future  generations  will  scarcely  beheve  that  in  this 
enlightened  age,  after  tlie  District  had  been  under  the  exclusive  government  of  the  United 
Stales  for  thirty-five  years,  its  laws  would  tolerate  such  a  dreadful  spectacle.  What  will  they 
say  when  they  are  informed  that  the  law  not  only  tolerates  but  commands  it  ?  How  should 
we  feel  reproved  for  our  supineness,  in  legislating  for  this  District,  if,  unfortunately,  a  poor 
slave  should  be  convicted  of  murder  or  arson,  and  we  should  be  compelled  to  witness  the 
execution  of  the  dreadful  penalty,  by  seeing  the  bleeding  and  mangled  quarters  of  the  unhappy 
malefactor  exposed  on  the  public  avenues  of  the  city. 

The  Prison  of  this  city,  lor  every  purpose  of  health  and  comfort  necessary  to  the  existence 
of  human  beings,  is,  perhaps,  the  worst  on  this  whole  continent.  The  expression  is  strong, 
•but  he  had  not  used  it,  without  duly  considering  its  full  import.  Here,  just  under  the  eye  of 
^Congress,  not  half  a  mile  from  the  Hall  in  which  we  legislate,  w^e  have  the  worst  Prison  on 
this  side  the  Atlantic.  The  building  is  divided  by  a  passage,  which  runs  directly  through 
the  middle,  from  one  end  to  the  other,  on  each  side  of  which  are  eight  cells.  Under  each  of 
these  cells  is  an  arched  sewer  5  and  in  the  corner  of  each  cell,  which  is  8  feet  square,  a  hole 
is  cut  through  the  brick  pavement  into  the  sewer,  which  is  used  for  purposes  he  would  not 
here  name. 

In  these  16  cells,  the  Marshal  has  frequently  been  compelled  to  confine  70  and  sometimes 
80  individuals  ;  70  or  80  persons  confined  in  this  abominable  place,  and,  among  these,  many 
innocent  individuals,  against  whom  no  bill  was  afterwards  found;  and  these  not  imprisoned 
for  an  hour,  for  a  day,  out  for  months.  Nay,  it  sometimes  occurs  that  witnesses,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  securing  their  attendance,  have  been  confined  in  the  same  cells  with  the  very  criminals 
against  whom  they  are  required  to  give  evidence." 

''  In  the  beginning  of  last  winter,  one  of  the  cells  was  condemned  as  wholly  unfit  for  use, 
one  was  vacant,  and  three  occupied  as  lumber  rooms ;  eleven  only  were  used.  In  these 
eleven  cells  were  confined  day  and  night,  without  being  permitted  to  leave  them  at  all,  44 
persons,  among  whom  were  5  women  and  4  children.  Two  of  these  were  detained  as  wit- 
nesses against  a  defendant,  who  was  discharged  at  the  court,  no  bill  being  found  against  him. 
In  one  of  these  cells  were  confined  at  that  time  7  persons — 3  women  and  4  children.  The 
children  were  confined  under  a  strange  system  of  law  in  this  District ;  by  which  a  colored 
person,  who  alleges  he  is  free,  and  appeals  to  the  tribunals  of  the  comitry  to  have  the  matter 
tried,  is  committed  to  Prison  till  the  decision  takes  place.  They  were  almost  naked  ;  one  of 
them  was  sick,  lying  on  the  damp  brick  floor,  without  bed,  pillow,  or  covering.  Li  this 
abominable  cell,  these  7  human  beings  were  confined,  day  by  day,  and  night  after  night, 
without  a  bed,  chair,  or  stool,  or  any  other  of  the  most  common  necessaries  of  life;  compelled 
to  sleep  on  the  damp  floor,  without  any  covering  but  a  few  dirty  blankets.  The  prisoners  in 
the  other  cells  were  in  no  better  condition.  I  forbear  to  describe  more  minutely  the  unclean- 
liness  of  this  abominable  place. 

"  I  am  sorry  that  I  have  been  compelled  to  state  these  facts,  and  to  say,  that  in  this  city, 
and  almost  in  the  very  presence  of  the  Congress  of  the  United  States,  such  a  Prison  exists. 
I  have  not  exaggerated  its  horrors — the  description  falls  short  of  the  reality. 


REFORM    IN    THE    DISTRICT    OF    COLUMBIA. 

A  bill  was  passed  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  in  Congress  near  the  close 
of  the  session,  appropriating  55000  to  repair  the  Jail  in  Washington,  5' 0,000  to  build  a  Jail 
in  Alexandria,  and  5^0,000  to  build  a  Penitentiary  in  Washington,  containing  160  separate 
cells,  on  such  plan  as  the  President  of  the  United  States  shall  approve. 
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CONSTITUTIOIV 


^vinon  mntipUm  Sottets. 


Art.  1.   This  Society  shall  be  called  the  Prison  Discipline  Sociktt. 
Art.  2.   It  shall  be  the  object  of  this  Society  to  promote  the  improvement  of 
Public  Prisons. 

Art.  3.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  this  Society  to  take  measures  for  effecting  the 
formation  of  one  or  more  Prison  Discipline  Societies  in  each  of  the  United  States, 
and  to  co-operate  with  all  such  Societies  in  accomplishing  the  object  specified  in 
the  second  article  of  this  Constitution. 

Art.  4.  Any  Society,  having  tlie  same  object  in  view,  which  shall  become 
auxiliary  to  this,  and  shall  contribute  to  its  funds,  shall  thereby  secure  for  the 
Prisons,  in  the  State  where  such  Society  is  located,  special  attention  from  this 
Society. 

Art.  5.   Each  subscriber  of  tvv-o  dollars,  annually,  shall  be  a  Member. 
Art.  6.   Each  subscriber  of  thirty  dollars,  at  one  time,  shall  be  a  Member  for 
Life. 

Art.  7.    Each  subscriber  often  dollars,  annually,  shall  be  a  Director. 
Art.  8.   Each  subscriber  of  one  hundred  dollars,  or  who  shall  by  one  additional 
payment  increase  his  original  subscription  to  one  hundred  dollars,  shall  be  a 
Director  for  Life. 

Art.  9.  The  Officers  of  this  Society  shall  be,  a  President,  as  ;■  i.iy  Vice-Presi- 
dents as  shall  be  deemed  expedient,  a  Treasurer,  and  a  Secretar  , ,  to  be  chosen 
annually,  and  a  Board  of  Managers,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  conduct  the  business 
of  the  Societ}'.  This  Board  shall  ccnsist  of  six  clergymen  and  six  laymen,  of 
wJiora  nine  shall  reside  in  the  city  of  Boston,  and  five  shall  constitute  a  quorum. 
One  fourth  part  of  the  whole  number,  in  the  order  of  appointment,  shall  go  out 
of  office  at  the  expiration  of  each  year,  but  shall  be  re-eligible. 

Every  Minister  of  the  Gospel,  who  is  a  member  of  this  Society,  shall  be  entitled 
to  meet  and  deliberate  with  the  Board  of  Managers. 

The  Managers  shall  call  special  meetings  of  the  Society,  and  fill  such  vacancies 
as  may  occur,  by  death  or  otherwise,  in  their  own  Board. 

Art.  10.  The  President,  Vice-Presidents,  Treasurer,  and  Secretary,  shall  be, 
ex  officio,  members  of  the  Board  of  Managers. 

Art.  11.  Directors  shall  be  entitled  to  meet  and  vote  at  all  meetings  of  the 
Board  of  Managers. 

Art.  12.  The  annual  meetings  of  this  Society  shall  be  held  in  Boston,  on  the 
Friday  succeeding  the  General  Election,  when,  besides  choosing  the  officers  as 
specified  in  the  ninth  article,  the  accounts  of  the  Treasurer  shall  be  presented, 
and  the  proceedings  of  the  foregoing  year  reported. 

Art.  13.  The  i\Ianagers  shall  meet,  once  in  two  months,  or  oftener  if  neces- 
sary, at  such  place,  in  the  city  of  Boston,  as  they  shall  appoint. 

Art.  14.  At  the  meetings  of  the  Society,  and  of  the  Managers,  the  President, 
or,  in  his  absence,  the  Vice-President  first  on  the  list  then  present,  and  in  the 
absence  of  the  President  and  of  all  the  Vice-Presidents,  such  member  as  shall  be 
appointed  for  that  purpose,  shall  preside. 

Art.  1-5.  The  Secretary,  in  concurrence  with  two  of  the  Managers,  or,  in  the 
absence  of  the  Secretary,  any  three  of  the  i\Ianagers,  may  call  special  meetings 
of  the  Board. 

Art.  16.   The  minutes  of  every  meeting  shall  be  signed  by  the  Chairman. 
Art.  17.    The  Managers  shall  have  the  power  of  appointing  such  persons  as 
have  rendered  essential  services  to  the  Society  either  Members  for  Life  or  Direc- 
tors for  Life. 

Art.  18.  No  alteration  shall  be  made  in  this  Constitution  except  by  the  So- 
ciety, at  an  annual  meeting,  on  the  recommendation  of  the  Board  of  Managers. 


ANNUAL    MEETING. 


The  Society  held  its  Second  Annual  Meeting,  in  the  Vestry  of  Hanover 
Church,  Boston,  on  Friday,  June  1,  at  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 

The  Rev.  William  Jenks,  one  of  the  Vice-Presidents  of  the  Society, 
took  the  chair,  and,  at  his  request,  the  Rev.  Eli  Birchard  addressed  the 
Throne  of  Grace. 

The  Treasurer,  Mr.  Asa  Ward,  read  his  Report,  and  the  certificate  of 
its  correctness  by  the  Auditors,  Mr.  William  G.  Lambert,  and  Henrt 
Hill,  Esq. 

The  Officers  for  the  ensuing  year  v^rere  then  elected,  and  the  Society 
adjourned  to  meet  in  the  Church  at  4  o'clock,  to  hear  the  Report  of  the 
Managers,  and  Addresses. 

The  Society  met  according  to  adjournment.  Jeremiah  Evarts,  Esq. 
took  the  chair,  and,  at  his  request,  the  Rev.  Howard  Malcolm  addressed 
the  Throne  of  Grace. 

The  Report  of  the  Managers  was  then  read  by  the  Secretary. 

On  motion  q/*  Lewis  Tappan,  Esq.  seconded  by  Hon.  Samuel  M.  Hopkins, 

Resolved,  That  the  Report  which  has  now  been  read  be  accepted,  and  referred 
to  the  Managers  to  be  published. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  Daniel  Sharp,  seconded  by  Jeremiah  Evarts,  Esq. 

Resolved,  That  the  attention  which  this  object  has  received  from  the  Chief 
Magistrates  and  Legislatures  of  several  States  is  a  source  of  great  gratification 
and  encouragement  to  all  the  friends  of  the  Society,  and  demands  their  special 
gratitude  to  the  Saviour  of  the  world. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  Edward  Beecher,  seconded  by  Rev.  Howard  Malcolm, 

Resolved,  That  the  success  which  has  thus  far  attcr^led  the  Society's  efforts, 
demands  our  fervent  gratitude  to  Almighty  God,  and  affords  the  same  evidence 
as  the  success  of  all  benevolent  Societies,  that  this  is  an  age  in  which  the  feeble 
efforts  of  man  for  the  improvement  of  the  world  will  be  attended  by  the  power  of 
God. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  Warren  Fat,  seconded  by  Rev.  B.  B.  Wisner 

Resolved,  That  the  object  of  this  Society  is  one  which  commends  itself  to  the 
attention  of  the  churches  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  as  an  object  of  Prayer,  be- 
cause the  wisdom  and  power  of  God  alone  are  sufficient  for  its  accomplishment ; 
and,  as  these  are  given  liberally  in  answer  to  prayer,  it  is  of  great  importance  that 
the  objects  of  this  Society  should  be  more  frequently  and  more  earnestly  remem- 
bered at  the  Throne  of  Grace. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  Asa  Rand,  seconded  by  Rev.  John  W.  Ellingwood, 

Resolved,  That  the  measures  adopted  by  this  Society  for  introducing  the 
means  of  grace  more  systematically  and  thoroughly  in  Prisons,  are  worthy  to  be 
sustained  and  greatly  extended  by  tJie  approbation  and  patronage  of  the  churches 
at  large  ;  because  the  church  is  required  by  the  authority  of  the  Saviour  to 
'^ preach  the  Gospel  to  every  creature." 

Addresses  most  animating  to  the  officers  and  friends  of  the  Society 
were  made  by  the  Hon.  Mr.  Hopkins,  and  others.  We  are  authorized  to 
say,  that  the  address  of  Mr.  Hopkins  will  be  published  in  a  pamphlet. 


ANNUAL   REPORT. 


The  Managers  acknowledge,  with  gratitude,  the  continued  smiles 
of  Providence.  Enough  has  occurred,  during  the  yea.r,  to  convince 
us  of  the  favour  with  which  the  object  of  this  Society  is  regarded  by 
the  Almighty.  The  arrangements  of  God  have  been  such,  in  regard 
to  it,  as  to  excite  continual  gratitude  and  hope  :  so  that,  if  we  had  op- 
position to  meet,  we  should  not  be  disheartened  ;  but  opposition  we 
have  none.  Most  heartily,  therefore,  do  we  oiler  praise  for  the  mer- 
ciful allotments  of  the  year,  and,  for  the  future,  commit  our  v/ays  to  the 
same  Providence,  which  has  thus  far  guided  our  steps. 

We  had  written  this  acknowledgment  of  gratitude  to  God,  and 
were  just  ready  to  enter  upon  a  new  year,  without  any  providential 
dispensation,  in  regard  to  the  Society,  of  a  different  character  from 
those  already  described.  But  on  Saturday  last  the  Hon.  William 
Phillips,  First  Vice  President  of  the  Society,  died.  Before  this 
Society  was  formed,  when  it  was  generally  supposed,  that  there  could 
be  no  necessity  for  such  a  Society  in  this  country,  he  was  first  to  give 
his  name  and  patronage,  that  an  examination  might  be  made.  After 
it  had  been  ascertained,  that  great  evils  existed  in  Prisons,  and  that 
combined  efforts  must  be  made  to  correct  them,  he  was  among  the 
first  to  sanction  the  existence  of  a  Society,  and  to  give  his  name  and 
liberal  patronage  to  aid  in  the  prosecution  of  its  object.  From  that 
time  till  the  present,  he  has  watched  its  progress,  and  has  not  failed 
to  extend  to  it  his  cheering  approbation.  What  is  said  of  him,  in 
regard  to  this  Society,  is  true  in  regard  to  almost  all  others  of  a  similar 
character.  His  name  was  generally  first,  his  subscription  largest,  and 
his  patient  continuance  in  well  doing  was  as  remarkable  as  the  extent 
of  his  means  and  his  cautious  and  judicious  selection  of  the  objects  of 
his  charity.  In  all  these  respects,  he  was  so  greatly  useful,  that  our 
hearts  sicken  within  us  at  the  remembrance  of  his  death.  But  we 
must  repress  our  grief,  for  he  has  gone  " /o  receive  his  reivard.''^  We 
will  endeavour,  therefore,  to  forget  "  our  /o.s5,"  and  think  of  "  his  gain ;" 
we  will  be  grateful,  that  we  were  permitted  so  long  to  share  in  his 
munificence  ;  we  will  pray  that  we  may  imitate  his  example ;  and  we 
will  hope  to  meet  his  departed  spirit  in  Heaven,  where  there  is  no 
more  death  ;  and  where  we  shall  unite  in  the  praise  of  Him,  who, 
"  though  he  was  rich,  became  poor,  that  ice,  through  his  poverty,  might  he 
rich  ,•"  saying,  "  Worthy  is  the  Lamb  that  was  slain  to  receive  power,  art^i 
riches,  and  wisdom,  and  strength,  and  honor,  and  glory,  and  blessing.^'' 
Having  thus  noticed  the  death  of  our  departed  friend,  we  present, 
5  * 
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I.     A  Review  of  the  Year. 


1.  First  Annual  Report: 

2.  Journeys  Performed: 

3.  Funds   Collected: 

4.  Funds  Appropriated : 

5.  Attention  of  Legislatures  : 

6.  Valuable  Documents. 

1.  First  Annual  Report. — The  First  Annual  Report  of  the  Board  of 
Managers  has  been  published  in  four  editions.  A  part  of  three  edi- 
tions have  been  purchased  by  the  Legislature  of  some  one  or  other  of 
the  United  States ;  500  copies  by  the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts  ; 
300  copies  by  the  Legislature  of  Maine  ;  and  250  copies  by  the  Legis- 
lature of  New  York.  The  remainder  have  been  distributtd  in  North 
and  South  America,  and  in  Europe. 

2.  Journeys  Performed. — Journeys  have  been  performed  in  the  Nor- 
thern and  Middle  States,  amounting,  in  all,  to  nearly  3000  miles.  The 
object,  in  these  journeys,  has  been  to  visit  Prisons,  and  collect  facts ; 
to  excite  the  public  attention  to  the  object  of  the  Society,  and  collect 
funds  ;  to  raise  committees  in  the  Legislatures  of  different  States,  and 
lay  before  such  committees  and  other  members  the  facts  already  col- 
lected. 

3.  Funds  Collected. — Funds,  amounting  to  $2238  18,  have  been 
collected  in  Maine,  Massachusetts,  New  York,  and  New  Jersey.  In 
donations,  $914  62  :  in  annual  subscriptions,  $269  00  :  in  life  sub- 
scriptions, $750  00:  in  books  for  the  Chaplain  at  Auburn,  $120  00: 
in  payment  for  the  First  Report,  from  the  Legislatures  of  Maine,  Mas- 
sachusetts, and  New  York,  $  180  00  :  from  other  sources,  $  119  46. 
Total,  $2238  18. 

4.  Funds  Appropriated. — Funds  have  been  appropriated,  for  the 
salary,  travelling  expenses,  stationary,  and  postage  of  the  Secretary, 
$  1200  :  for  the  salary  of  the  Chaplain  at  Auburn,  $  533  34  :  for  reli- 
gious services  in  other  Prisons,  $  60  50  :  for  printing  four  editions  of 
the  First  Report,  $  559  75  :  for  copperplate  engraving,  and  other  in- 
cidental expenses,  $  86  22.  Total,  $  2430  79  :  leaving  a  balance 
against  the  Society,  in  favor  of  the  Treasurer,  of  $201  61. 

5.  Attention  of  Lecfislaliires. — In  the  Legislatures  of  Maine,  Massa- 
chusetts, Connecticut,  and  New  York,  Committees  on  Prisons  have 
been  raised  ;  by  whose  attention  an  opportunity  has  been  afforded  to 
the  Secretary  of  the  Society  to  meet  many  members  of  the  Legislature 
in  each  of  the  States  mentioned,  for  the  purpose  of  stf-ting  such  facts, 
concerning  the  interior  of  Prison<=,  as  liave  been  disclosed  in  the  pro- 
gress of  our  investigations.  This  operation  has  led  to  important 
results. 

6.  Vnhnhle  Documents. — Among  the  valuable  documents  published 
during  the  vear  are  the  following  : 

Annual  Report  of  the  State  Prison,  Thomastan,  Maine;  by  Daniel 
Rose,  Keeper. 

Renort  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Massachusetts  Legislature  on 
the  Prison  at  Charlestowp,  accompanied  with  a  bill  ;  by  Messrs. 
White,  Leland,  and  Su-mner. 
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Report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Massachusetts  Legislature  oa 
County  Prisons,  accompanied  with  two  bills ;  one  for  the  improve- 
ment of  Prisons,  and  one  for  the  relief  of  Lunatics ;  George  Bliss, 
Chairman. 

Report  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Connecticut  Legislature,  pro- 
posing the  abandonment  of  Newgate,  and  the. building  of  a  new  Prison 
at  Weathersfield  ;  by  Martin  Wells. 

A  brief  account  of  the  New  York  State  Prison  at  Auburn,  together 
with  a  compendium  of  criminal  law  ;  by  G.  Powers,  Agent  and 
Keeper. 

Annual  Report  of  the  Inspectors  of  the  State  Prison  at  Auburn, 
January,  1827 ;  containing  an  account  of  the  reformation  of  52  con- 
victs who  have  been  discharged. 

Report  of  the  Commissioners  of  the  Legislature  of  New  York,  ap- 
pointed to  examine  the  Prison  at  Auburn,  and  report  to  the  Legisla- 
ture whether  any  abuses  had  existed  in  regard  to  the  mode  of  punish- 
ment ;  by  Samuel  M.  Hopkins  and  George  Tibuets. 

Notices  of  the  original  and  successive  efforts  to  improve  the  disci- 
pline of  the  Prison  in  Philadelphia,  and  to  reform  the  criminal  code  of 
Pennsylvania;  by  Roberts  Vaux. 

Report  of  the  Superintendent  of  the  Public  Buildings  in  Washing- 
ton, D.  C,  on  the  Penitentiary  system  ;  by  Charles  Bulfinch,  Esq. 
Observations   on   Penitentiary   Discipline,    addressed  to   William 
Roscoe,  Esq.,  of  Liverpool,  Eng.  ;  by  Stkimien  Allen. 

Second  Annual  Report  of  the  Managers  of  the  Society  for  the  Re- 
formation of  Juvenile  Delinquents  in  the  city  of  New  York. 

II.     Principal  Evils. 

1.  Bad  Officers : 

2.  Great  Expense : 

3.  A  Community  of  Villains: 

4.  Unrestrained  Intercourse : 

5.  Corrupt   Teachers : 

6.  Arts  of  Mischief:  , 

7.  Unnatural   Crime  : 

8.  Combinations  against  Society  : 

9.  Imprisonment  of  Youth  and  Children : 

10.  Imprisonment  of  Lunatics: 

11.  Mortality  in  the  Prisons  of  New  York  and  Philadelphia  : 

12.  Causes  of  Crime  : 

13.  Inattention  of  the  Christian  Community. 

1.  Bad  Officers. — In  the  Maine  Prison,  which  has  been  in  opera- 
tion only  three  years.  Dr.  Rose,  the  superintendent,  stated,  that  three 
or  four  cases  of  malepractice  had  already  occurred  among  the  assistant 
keepers ;  such  as  intemperance,  furnishing  forbidden  articles  to  con- 
victs, &c.,  for  which  they  had  been  discharged. 

In  the  New  Hampshire  Prison,  Mr.  PiLsjiURV,  the  former  superin- 
tendent, mentioned,  as  one  of  the  greatest  difficulties  in  the  Penitentiary 
system,  th«i  insu^ordinatio-}  occasi'>ned  by  the  frequent  changes  aming 
the  assistant  keepers,  and  the  difHculty  of  obtaining  men  of  proper 
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character  for  the  compensation  allowed  them.  Escapes  have  been 
eflfected  in  that  Prison,  either  through  the  negligence  or  connivance  of 
assistant  keepers,  and  improper  familiarity  has  been  contracted  between 
them  and  the  convicts. 

In  the  Massachusetts  Prison,  a  keeper  was  detected,  three  times  in 
succession,  by  Mr.  Soley,  one  of  the  Directors,  in  furnishing  bills  to 
be  altered,  and  materials  to  alter  them,  to  a  convict.  A  warrant  was 
issued  for  him  ;  but  he  made  his  escape.  Another  keeper  was  dis- 
charged soon  after,  on  suspicion  of  improper  conduct ;  and  in  a  com- 
munication, made  by  the  Directors  to  the  Governor,  in  the  autumn  of 
1825,  and  by  him  submitted  to  the  Legislature,  several  other  cases  are 
mentioned  of  malepractice  by  contractors  and  assistant  keepers,  and 
discharge  for  the  same. 

In  Newgate,  the  Old  Prison  in  Granb^,  Conn.,  there  has  been  great 
complaint  on  this  ground. 

Thomas  Eddy,  of  New  York,  in  a  pamphlet  on  Prison  Discipline, 
mentions  a  case,  in  which  a  number  of  desperate  villains,  in  one  room, 
within  the  walls  of  a  Prison,  were  engaged  in  the  business  of  counter- 
feit money,  and  were  enabled  to  prosecute  it  by  the  connivance  and 
assistance  of  a  keeper. 

Even  in  the  Prison  at  Auburn,  which  is  in  many  respects  so  worthy 
of  commendation,  the  Commissioners  mention,  in  a  late  Report  to  the 
Legislature,  that  "  one  Terrence  Heeney,  who  was  never  fit  for  the 
trust  of  a  guard,  was  three  times  appointed  to  that  place,  and  three 
times  removed  for  misconduct."  They  also  say,  that  "several  other 
cetses  have  been  proved  of  the  appointment  of  incompetent  or  unfit 
mea ;  but,  in  general,  they  were  removed  as  soon  as  their  unfitness 
became  known." 

Mr.  Lynds,  the  superintendent  of  the  Prison  at  Sing  Sing,  speaks 
of  the  character  required  in  this  situation  as  peculiar  :  viz.  equanimi- 
ty, quick  discernment  of  character,  impartiality,  resolution,  vigilance, 
promptitude,  besides  honesty  and  temperance,  and,  more  than  all,  a 
habit  of  seeing  much  and  saying  little.  He  has  not  been  without  his 
difficulties  in  getting  the  right  men.  He  mentions  a  case,  in  which 
an  assistant  keeper  at  Auburn  was  detected  in  employing  convicts  to 
steal  for  him. 

Roberts  Vaux,  of  Philadelphia,  in  a  pamphlet  entitled  "  Original 
and  successive  Efforts  to  improve  the  Condition  of  Prisons,"  &c.,  men- 
tions, that,  in  the  Prison  in  Philadelphia,  many  years  since,  "the 
keeper  had  been  a  long  time  connected  with  criminals,  under  circum- 
stances which  caused  him  to  be  suspected  of  a  more  intimate  know- 
ledge of  the  depredations  committed  in  the  city,  than  comported  with 
that  unblemished  reputation,  which  ought  to  belong  to  such  an  officer." 

In  the  Baltimore  Penitentiary,  an  officer  was  understood  to  say,  that 
two  assistant  keepers  had  been  discharged  for  circulating  counterfeit 
money  for  convicts. 

2.  Great  Expense. — The  New  Hampshire  Prison  in  1819  cost  the 
State  $4,235  61.  The  average  number  of  prisoners  does  not  exceed 
70.  The  whole  annual  expense  for  food,  clothing,  and  bedding,  in  the 
Prison,  for  the  year  ending  May  1,  1822,  was  $  19  52  per  man  :  i.  e. 
$1,366  40,  for  70.  Salary  of  the  officers,  $1,565,  and  board  of 
three  men,  say  $  100  each  ;  making  a  sum  total  of  expenses  for  food, 
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clothing,  bedding,  salary  of  the  officers  and  their  board,  of  $  2,931  40. 
For  what,  then,  was  the  remaining  expense  of  $  1,304  21  incurred  ? 
and  what  was  done  with  the  proceeds  of  the  labor  of  the  convicts  ?  In 
1825,  in  the  same  Prison,  the  gain  to  the  State,  from  the  labor  of  the 
same  number  of  convicts,  after  defraying  every  expense  of  food,  cloth- 
ing, bedding,  salary  and  board  of  officers,  was  $5,340  61. 

In  the  Massachusetts  Prison,  the  total  expense  to  the  State  of  sup- 
porting the  Prison  nine  years,  from  1814  to  1824,  was  $  78,328  44. 
The  average  number  of  convicts  was  303.  During  the  last  three 
years,  the  total  income,  after  defraying  every  expense,  has  exceeded 
'$  20,000.  And,  even  during  the  latter  period,  it  was  ascertained,  by 
a  Committee  of  the  Legislature,  and  so  published  in  their  Report,  that 
one  of  the  assistant  keepers,  whose  nominal  salary  is  $  354,  received, 
in  addition,  in  one  year,  the  sum  of  $  3,002  25,  from  the  Prison  ;  "  a 
yearly  income  greater  than  that  of  any  officer  in  the  Commonwealth." 
The  Report  containing  this  extraordinary  fact  is  signed  by  Thomas  I. 
Goodwin,  Chairman  of  the  Committee. 

In  the  Connecticut  Prison,  the  total  expense  to  the  State  of  support- 
ing the  Prison  from  1790  to  1826  was  $214,611  38.  The  number 
of  convicts  has  seldom  equalled  100.  The  expense  of  this  wretched 
Prison  the  last  twelve  years,  the  average  number  of  prisoners  being 
less  than  100,  has  been  $  101,552  30.  In  1317,  18,  and  19,  the 
average  expense  was  $  12,192  50,  annually.  At  this  rate,  if  the 
number  of  prisoners  had  been  equal  to  the  number  in  Massachusetts, 
the  annual  expense  of  supporting  the  establishment  would  have  been 
$36,577  50;  while  in  Massachusetts  the  income  from  the  Prison 
was  more  than  $  9,000  the  last  year,  and  more  than  $  10,000  the 
year  before.  The  Commissioners  of  the  Connecticut  Legislature,  in 
their  late  Report,  say,  "  if  the  Prisons  of  other  States  can  be  thus 
advantageously  managed,  we  have  yet  to  learn  the  reason  why  it  can- 
not be  done  in  Connecticut." 

In  the  State  Prison  in  New  York  city,  the  total  expense  to  the 
State,  in  twenty  years,  from  1803  to  1823,  was  $  381,302  32.  In  five 
different  years,  during  this  period,  the  expense  was  $  30,000,  or  more, 
each  year.  The  Inspectors,  in  their  last  Report  to  the  Legislature, 
state,  that,  from  the  year  1816  to  1822,  inclusive,  the  average  amount 
per  annum,  paid  from  the  treasury,  was  $40,949.  The  average 
number  of  prisoners,  during  this  period,  was  603.  The  expense  of 
their  support,  besides  the  proceeds  of  their  own  labor,  was  nearly 
equal  to  the  annual  expense  of  the  public  schools  in  Boston,  in  which 
are  instructed  about  7,000  children. 

In  the  State  Prison  atLamberton,  N.  J.,  the  annual  expense  is  about 
$4,000.  The  average  number  of  prisoners  does  not  exceed  70.  At 
this  rate,  if  the  number  of  prisoners  had  been  equal  to  the  number  in 
New  York,  i.  e.  603,  the  expense  to  the  State  would  have  been 
$  34,457,  annually. 

In  the  Old  County  Prison  in  Philadelphia,  used  as  a  State  Prison,  it 
is  understood  that  the  annual  expense  is  about  $  30,000.  It  is  very 
difficult,  however,  to  obtain  any  authentic  documents  on  this  subject 
from  this  Prison. 

In  the  Auburn  Prison,  which  is  a  specimen  of  industry  seldom 
equalled,  and  which  affords  specimens  of  work  in  different  branches 
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of  mechanical  business  not  easily  surpassed,  where  the  men  are  re- 
quired to  work  all  day,  from  an  early  hour  in  the  morning  till  near 
sunset,  for  the  benefit  of  the  Institution,  with  only  the  exception  of 
sufficient  time  to  eat  their  meals,  the  Prison  being  located  in  a  part  of 
the  country  where  provisions  are  cheap,  433  convicts  labored  hard, 
the  whole  of  the  last  year,  and  did  not  earn  enough  to  defray  the 
expenses  of  the  Institution  by  $  10,195  88.  The  Commissioners  re- 
port to  the  Legislature,  as  a  great  abuse  in  this  Prison,  the  insufficient 
compensation  for  which  men  are  hired  to  contractors,  and  on  this  part 
of  tlie  subject  they  say,  in  conclusion,  "we  adhere  to  the  opinion 
expressed  in  our  former  Report,  that  this,  and  every  other  State 
Prison,  ought  to  support  its  own  expenses,  and,  with  proper  manage- 
ment, it  can  be  made  to  do  so." 

3.  A  Community  of  Villains. — In  the  Maine  Prison,  the  superinten- 
dent furnished  the  names  of  nineteen  convicts,  which  is  more  than  one 
fifth  part  of  the  whole  number,  from  the  State  Prison  at  Charlestown, 
Mass.,  and  five  from  the  State  Prison  in  New  Hampshire. 

In  New  Hampshire,  Mr.  Pilsbury  furnished  the  names  of  thirteen 
out  of  66,  the  whole  number  of  prisoners,  who  had  been  in  the  State 
Prison  at  Charlestown  ;  three  from  that  in  Windsor,  Vermont ;  and 
one  from  New  York. 

In  Charlestown,  more  than  ninety,  out  of  about  300,  are  there  for 
second,  third,  fourth,  or  fifth  offences ;  also  several  from  Newgate, 
Conn.,  and  others  from  New  York  and  Philadelphia. 

In  the  Connecticut  Prison,  among  109  prisoners,  were  found  old  con- 
victs from  the  Prisons  in  Massachusetts,  New  York,  and  Philadelphia. 

In  New  York,  they  boai-t  of  having  one  or  more  prisoners  from 
Auburn,  and  a  police  officer  in  the  vicinity  testifies,  that  they  do  hot 
get  one  from  Auburn  where  they  get  ten  from  other  Prisons. 

In  New  Jersey,  out  of  seventy-two  convicts,  were  found  ten  from 
the  State  Prison  in  New  York  city. 

In  Philadelphia,  the  clerk  gave  the  initials  of  tl;:^  names  of  thirty- 
four  convicts  in  that  Prison,  of  whom  twenty-one  had  been  in  the 
Prisons  in  Philadelphia  and  New  York ;  three  in  Philadelphia,  Nev.^ 
York,  and  Baltimore ;  two  in  Philadelphia  and  Baltimore  ;  five  in  Phi- 
ladelphia and  New  Jersey ;  one  from  Auburn ;  one  from  Richmond, 
Virginia ;  two  from  the  Prison  at  Columbus,  Ohio  ;  two  who  had  been 
whipped  in  Providence  ;  and,  above  all,  one  who  had  been  in  the 
Prisons  of  Philadelphia,  New  York,  Baltimore,  Ohio,  New  Orleans, 
New  Jersey,  Connecticut,  and  whipped  in  Providence. 

4.  Unrestrained  Intercourse. — In  this  community  of  villains,  inter- 
course is  without  restraint. 

In  the  Maine  Prison,  several  prisoners  were  found  alone  in  the 
Hospital  ;  two  shoemakers  in  an  upper  loft,  in  a  small  apartment, 
removed  from  all  inspection  ;  seven  or  eight  in  the  shoe  shop,  without 
a  keeper ;  three  or  four  in  the  cooking  apartments,  in  the  same  situa- 
tion ;  two  lodged  together  in  twenty-two  small  cells  never  designed 
for  but  one  prisoner  each.  Dr.  Rose  states,  that  there  is  a  surprising 
difference  in  the  character  of  this  Prison  since  it  became  necessary  to 
confine  two  in  a  cell. 

In  the  New  Hampshire  Prison,  there  is  such  a  constniction  of  the 
shops,  and  such  unity  of  employment,  and  such  vigilant  inspection, 
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that  the  intercourse  is  prevented,  in  a  great  degree,  during  the  day ; 
but  then  it  becomes  necessary,  at  night,  to  confine  five  or  six  together 
in  some  of  the  sleeping  rooms,  over  which  there  can  be  no  effectual 
inspection. 

In  the  Vermont  Prison,  there  is  less  wisdom  in  the  construction  of 
the  shops ;  the  business  is  more  divided  ;  the  men  are  more  scattered  ; 
the  inspection  during  the  day  less  effectual ;  and  at  night  the  same 
intercourse  without  restraint. 

In  Charlestown,  there  is  one  long  brick  building,  three  stories  high, 
containing  nine  apartments  in  the  basement  story,  in  which  were 
found,  on  one  visit  to  the  Prison,  forty  men,  scattered  about  in  the 
different  apartments,  without  a  keeper  or  inspector  for  the  whole.  In 
these  basement  story  rooms  as  hiding  places,  almost  any  mischief  may 
be  devised,  or  wickedness  perpetrated  without  detection.  In  the 
Hospital,  too,  are  several  apartments,  and  many  invalids,  far  removed 
from  the  eye  and  ear  of  a  keeper.  All  these,  and  similar  hiding  places 
about  the  Prison,  are  lit  appendages  for  night  rooms,  so  constructed 
that  a  keeper  cannot  approach  them  without  giving  notice  of  his  ap- 
proach by  the  moving  of  a  heavy  door,  with  its  compound  fastenings 
and  heavy  iron  hinges. 

In  the  Old  Prison  in  Connecticut,  if  the  prisoners  themselves  had 
been  permitted  to  build  a  Prison,  where  they  could  have  the  greatest 
facilities  for  concealment,  with  the  least  possibility  of  detection; 
where  they  could  serve  their  master  with  none  to  molest  them  ;  it  is 
difficult  to  conceive  how  the  end  could  have  been  more  effectually 
attained.  In  a  Prison  constructed  as  that  is,  it  must  require  nearly  as 
many  keepers  as  prisoners  to  prevent  communication  between  the 
latter.  This  remark  is  applicable  to  the  shops,  and  other  buildings, 
scattered  about  the  yard.  In  the  dungeons,  seventy  feet  under  ground, 
formerly  used  as  night  rooms,  some  of  the  prisoners  volunteered  to 
return  to  them,  as  places  of  confinement  at  night,  and  assigned  as  the 
reason,  that  they  could  there  curse,  and  swear,  and  fight,  and  do  other 
unutterable  abominations,  without  having  it  known  to  any  one.  There 
probably  has  never  been  on  earth  a  stronger  emblem  of  the  pit  than 
the  sleeping  rooms  of  that  Prison,  so  filthy,  so  crowded,  so  inclined  to 
evil,  so  unrestrained. 

In  the  State  Prison  in  New  York  city,  say  the  Commissioners,  "  the 
prisoners,  when  the  cells  are  unlocked  in  the  morning,  flock  confusedly 
into  the  yard,  and  at  thesound  of  the  bell  for  meals  they  move  like  an 
undisciplined  mob  to  the  mess  room."  "  In  the  yard,  during  working 
hours,  numbers  of  them  are  to  be  seen  walking  in  pairs,  in  free  and 
earnest  conversation."  "  The  opportunity  which  exists  in  the  Prison 
for  conversation  among  the  prisoners,  and  for  the  circulation  of  opinions 
and  intentions  within,  and  information  from  without,  is  an  evil  de- 
structive of  all  sound  discipline." 

In  the  New  Jersey  Prison,  the  prisoners  may  be  seen  in  small  com- 
panies, in  the  different  shops,  in  the  cook-room,  and  in  the  hospital, 
without  a  keeper,  entirely  removed  and  concealed  from  the  eye  of  any 
officer  of  the  Prison  ;  and  even  in  the  solitary  cells,  so  called,  the 
prisoners  are  arranged  on  the  side  of  a  long,  narrow  passage,  which 
gives  them  an  opportunity  of  free  and  unrestrained  intercourse,  while 
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the  passage  is  well  secured,  by  a  heavy  door  and  fastening,  ftx)m  the 
approach  of  a  keeper. 

In  the  Philadelphia  Prison,  the  keepers  stated,  that  the  communi- 
cation was  so  perfect  in  the  Prison,  that  every  thing  which  was  done 
by  the  government  of  the  Prison,  in  the  Inspector's  room,  was  directly 
known  throughout  the  yard  by  all  the  prisoners. 

6.  Corrupt  Teachers. — This  community  of  villains,  whose  inter- 
course is  unrestrained,  is  supplied  with  teachers  of  uncommon  experi- 
ence   AND    CORRUPTION. 

Andrew  Buck,  of  Philadelphia,  aged  33  years,  was  convicted  of 
larceny,  in  1806,  and  committed  to  prison  for  four  years.  He  was 
pardoned  in  July,  1809.  He  was  recommitted  in  December,  1810, 
for  forgery,  on  three  indictments,  and  sentenced  for  three  years  on 
each.  After  he  was  committed  to  Prison,  he  had  another  trial,  on  six 
indictments,  for  crimes  committed  before  his  conviction,  and  was  sen- 
tenced for  two  years  on  each  ;  making  a  sentence  of  twenty-one  years. 
He  was  pardoned  July  16,  1816.  He  was  convicted  again,  by  the 
name  of  George  Green,  December,  1816,  and  sentenced  to  seven  years 
hard  labor.  He  left  the  Prison  at  the  expiration  of  his  sentence.  He 
was  convicted  again  of  forgery,  in  less  than  a  year,  under  the  names 
of  Andrew  Buck,  John  Wilson,  A.  B.  Green,  and  sentenced  to  hard 
labor  three  years.  In  a  month  after,  he  had  another  trial,  on  two 
indictments,  for  crimes  committed  before  his  conviction,  and  received 
a  sentence  of  five  years  on  each.  He  boasts,  notwithstanding  he  has 
been  so  often  pardoned,  that  he  has  taken  eighteen  Christmas  dinners 
in  the  Penitentiary  in  Philadelphia.  This  man's  intercourse  was  un- 
restrained in  a  Prison  containing  nearly  400  convicts. 

The  records  of  our  Prisons  show,  that  even  the  female  convicts 
have  been  associated  with  persons  of  similar  hardihood  in  crime.  In 
the  Penitentiary  in  New  York  city,  the  number  of  females,  in  Novem- 
ber, 1825,  was  sixty-six  ;  of  whom  twenty  were  committed  a  second 
time,  six  a  third,  two  a  fourth,  and  one  a  fifth.  Charlotte  Thomas 
was  condemned  to  the  State  Prison  in  January,  1797,  for  grand  lar- 
ceny, for  four  years.  She  was  pardoned  July  14,  1800.  She  was 
recommitted  April  14,  1801,  for  petty  larceny,  and  sentenced  for  two 
years.  After  her  discharge,  again  convicted  June,  1803,  for  three 
years.  Again  discharged,  and  recommitted,  on  two  indictments,  August 
12,  1806.  And,  after  her  discharge,  was  condemned  the  fifth  time  for 
grand  larceny,  on  the  19th  of  June,  1813,  and  sentenced  for  three  years. 

In  the  Massachusetts  Prison,  Henry  Wood,  from  Acton,  Mass.,  was 
sentenced  for  life,  for  burglary,  December  11,  1800  :  received  pardon 
November,  1811  :  was  convicted  again  for  theft  in  Boston,  in  May, 
1812,  and  sentenced  for  six  months.  He  was  discharged  at  the  expi- 
ration of  his  sentence  in  November,  and  recommitted  December, 
1814,  for  theft,  and  sentenced  for  three  years.  He  was  discharged  in 
December,  1817,  and  convicted  of  theft  in  November,  1818,  and  sen- 
tenced for  life.  He  was  discharged  by  order  of  the  Court,  October, 
1824,  and  was  recommitted  for  larceny.  May  6,  1825,  and  sentenced 
for  seven  years.  Not  long  since,  this  man  was  placed  at  the  head  of 
the  cook  room.  No.  1,  where  were  generally  associated  with  him,  at 
night,  ten  young  convicts,  who  were  selected  because  they  were  com- 
paratively innocent. 
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These  are  selected  as  a  few  only  of  the  many  veterans  in  crime, 
who  have  been  admitted,  as  teachers  in  our  Penitentiaries,  to  a  free 
communication  with  young  convicts.  Of  course,  they  readily  com- 
municate the  history  of  years  to  their  young  admirers,  and  through 
them  this  deadly  poison  to  the  extremities  of  the  State. 

6.  Arts  of  Mischief. — The  TiiiiXcs  taught  in  this  community  are 

AS  REMARKABLE  AS  THE  CHARACTER  OF  THE  TEACHERS. 

The  following  table  exhibits  the  proportion  for  counterfeit  money 
in  several  Prisons  : 

J^To.  fif  Convicts.        For  Counterfeit  Money.  Proportion. 

Maine, 

New  Hampshire, 

Vermont, 

Massachusetts, 

Auburn,  whole  term. 

Many  of  these  men  have  been  associated  with  gangs  of  counter- 
feiters, and  are  acquainted  with  their  names,  residence,  principles  of 
trade,  language,  and  mode  of  operation.  They  can,  of  course,  intro- 
duce their  young  pupils,  when  they  leave  the  Prison,  to  this  world  of 
iniquity.  Many  of  the  men  living  in  society,  who  are  engaged  in  this 
traffic,  are  not  suspected.  They  deal  in  this  article  on  a  large  scale, 
and  employ  trusty  runners,  who  are  more  likely  to  be  detected  than 
their  employers.  It  is  a  little  surprising,  however,  that  these  gentle- 
men at  large  have  never  suspected,  that  there  might  be  such  an  un- 
designed coincidence  of  testimony  concerning  them,  obtained  from 
different  Prisons,  as  to  involve  their  character  in  suspicion,  that  would 
never  be  allayed  till  they  were  detected.  The  purport  of  this  decla- 
ration will  be  better  understood  by  the  following  testimony.  The 
Commissioners  appointed  to  visit  the  State  Prisons  of  New  York,  in 
their  Report  to  the  Legislature,  state,  that  one  of  their  number  endea- 
vored, by  an  examination  of  the  prisoners  in  solitary  confinement  at 
Auburn,  to  ascertain  how  far  authentic  information  could  be  obtained, 
that  might  lead  to  the  detection  of  others,  and  to  a  knowledge  of  their 
haunts,  and  the  means  by  which  systematic  plans  of  villany  are  suc- 
cessfully carried  on.  The  inquiries  were  directed  chiefly  towards  the 
object  of  horse  stealing,  and  the  making  and  circulating  counterfeit 
bank  paper. 

"  It  was  soon  found,"  say  they,  "  that  the  prisoners  made  disclo- 
sures of  a  very  interesting  character,  and  that  in  important  particulars 
there  was  often  an  exact  agreement  in  the  narration  of  those  who  had 
not  seen  each  other  in  Prison.  In  some  instances,  these  disclosures 
cast  a  new  light  upon  cases  which  we  knew  of  before,  and  explained 
facts  which,  on  the  trial,  had  not  been  suspected  by  either  the  counsel 
for  the  people  or  the  prisoner.  The  examinations  contain  minute  de- 
tails of  persons,  names,  places  and  employments,  plans  of  villany  and 
systematic  operations,  by  which  vast  contributions  are  levied  on  so- 
ciety." 

The  Commissioners  of  the  State  of  New  York  are  not  the  only 
persons  who  obtain  this  information.  About  700  convicts,  in  Maine, 
New  Hampshire,  Vermont,  Massachusetts ;  about  900  in  the  city  of 
New  York ;  and  about  twice  as  many  more  in  the  States  south  and 
west,  are  admitted  to  an  uninterrupted  intercourse  with  a  communitv- 
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in  which  are  teachers  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  art  of  counter- 
feit money.  The  Commissioners  obtain  the  information  to  correct  the 
evil :  the  young  convicts  to  guide  their  lives. 

But  this  is  an  evil  which  does  not  merely  prepare  convicts  for  a  life 
of  viilany  when  they  leave  the  Prison.  There  is  evidence  of  all  sorts, 
that  this  business  has  been  carried  on  within  the  walls  of  our  Peni- 
tentiaries. Several  cases  have  been  already  mentioned  in  which  as- 
sistant keepers  have  been  engaged  in  circulating  counterfeit  money  for 
convicts.  Besides,  in  a  general  search  of  the  Massachusetts  Prison, 
in  the  autumn  of  1825,  bills  already  altered,  bills  in  the  process  of  al- 
teration, and  small  bills  suitable  to  alter,  were  found  on  the  persons  of 
the  convicts.  About  the  same  time  were  found  between  twenty  and 
thirty  copperplate  dies,  prepared  and  neatly  engraved  for  the  purpose 
of  altering  bills  ;*  and,  some  time  before,  other  dies  of  a  similar  kind, 
and  an  iron  or  steel  press,  having  upright  posts,  and  a  cross  beam,  and 
screws,  with  a  platform  for  stamping  bills,  in  possession  of  one  Ross,  a 
well  kno\vn  and  accomplished  artist  in  this  line  of  business.  The 
officers  state  that  this  man  had  been  extensively  acquainted  in  Europe 
and  America ;  that  he  could  imitate  any  signature ;  that  he  was  a  prince 
in  this  department  of  wickedness,  and,  when  confined  in  Prison,  had 
the  same  facilities  as  other  convicts  for  communication  with  his  fellow 
prisoners.  Who  among  men  has  a  greater  opportunity  to  do  good  than 
this  man  to  do  mischief? 

At  the  same  time  there  were  two  other  men  in  Prison,  named 
Withington  and  Flanders,  similar  to  Ross,  who,  together  with  him, 
were  capable  of  communicating,  in  this  seminary  of  vice,  to  its  three 
hundred  inmates,  more  curious  designs  of  mischief,  from  all  parts  of 
the  world,  than  could  probably  be  obtained  in  any  other  place  in  the 
State.  The  great  superiority  of  these  men  consisted  in  their  know- 
ledge of  the  arts  of  counterfeiters ;  and  before  they  left  the  Prison,  and 
since  they  have  been  at  large  in  society,  they  have  probably  contribut- 
ed as  much  as  any  other  individuals  in  this  country  to  swell  the  num- 
ber of  convicts  for  this  crime  to  the  surprising  proportion  of  one  eighth 
and  one  tenth  part  of  the  whole. 

Counterfeiting  Coin. — The  moulds  employed  in  this  business, 
and  coin  so  neatly  made  as  to  escape  the  notice  of  an  ordinary  obser- 
ver, have  been  found,  according  to  the  testimony  of  the  clerk,  in  the 
Prison  at  Charlestown.  The  clerk  was  so  obliging  as  to  furnish  to 
the  Secretary  of  this  Society  a  specimen  of  the  coin,  and  he  sought 
among  the  rubbish  in  the  store  room  for  some  of  the  moulds,  which  he 
said  had  been  lying  there,  but  did  not  find  then:.  This  is  small  coin, 
and  neither  so  heavy  nor  so  bright  as  silver ;  nor  does  it  ring  so  well ; 
but  it  would  pass  in  the  hurry  of  business  for  small  change. 

The  receipt  and  particular  directions  for  making  it  might  probably 
be  obtained  where  it  was  made.  If  this  could  not  be  done  now, 
there  are  men  in  society,  who  have  been  in  the  Prison,  who  can  fur- 
nish the  information,  and  who,  when  they  were  in  Prison,  had  every 
facility  to  communicate  it  to  convicts  from  all  parts  of  the  State.  It 
was  probably  the  desire  to  obtain  this  and  similar  information,  which, 
in  one  instance  at  least,  induced  a  young  criminal,  whose  sentence  was 

*  The  credit  of  making  these  discoveries  was  given  at  the  time  to  the  Hon.  William  C. 
Jarvis,  one  of  the  Directors. 
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a  line  of  $500,  or  imprisonment  in  the  State  Prison,  to  refuse  his 
brother  the  privilege  which  he  sought  of  paying  the  fine,  because,  as 
he  said,  he  wished  to  go  to  Prison  to  learn  some  things,  which  he 
could  learn  nowhere  else. 

The  Art  of  Picking  Locks. — A  young  convict  from  the  country 
has  to  learn,  in  a  few  days  after  he  has  joined  his  tutors  in  wickedness, 
that  a  lock  and  key  are  no  more  to  be  considered  as  security  against 
thieves.  A  convict  from  that  Prison  offered,  if  any  man  would  give 
him  the  impression  of  a  key  hole  on  a  piece  of  wax,  to  furnish  a  key 
in  twenty-four  hours  which  would  unlock  the  door.  No  such  im- 
pression was  furnished  for  him,  nor  had  he  any  favorable  opportunit}' 
to  examine  the  doors  of  the  house  in  which  he  made  the  proposal, 
and  yet  he  furnished  a  single  key  which  unlocks  eight  doors  in  that 
house. 

The  clerk  of  the  Prison  states,  that  Marshal  Prince,  formerly  of 
Boston,  lost  the  key  of  his  iron  chest,  and  after  trying  in  vain  a  great 
many  keys,  and  a  great  many  smiths  to  get  it  open,  he  carried  it  to  the 
Prison  at  Charlestown,  where  it  was  opened  before  he  had  scarcely 
time  to  look  about  him. 

Mr.  Harris,  the  superintendent,  has  had  in  his  possession  a  great 
variety  of  keys,  and  single  keys  with  a  great  variety  of  variations, 
taken  from  the  convicts,  which  would  open  the  greater  part  of  the  stock 
locks  to  which  they  might  be  applied.  In  the  general  search  of  the 
Prison  already  mentioned,  and  frequently  at  other  times,  keys  of  this 
kind  have  been  found.  The  principle  of  the  key  is  pec  iar  ;  which 
gives  it  the  name  skeleton  key.  The  pod  of  the  key  is  very  open, 
so  that  it  may  avoid  the  wards  of  the  lock;  and  it  is  so  made  that  it 
may  be  removed  from  the  stem,  and  another  one,  either  wider  or 
deeper,  inserted.  Connected  with  one  stem  are  often  found  20  or 
30  variations,  so  that,  by  taking  out  one  and  inserting  another,  almost 
any  lock  of  common  construction  may  be  opened.  On  a  contact,  who 
was  expecting  soon  to  obtain  a  pardon,  a  complete  set  of  these  keys 
was  found,  with  which  he  had  furnished  himself,  either  as  a  conve- 
nience in  the  pursuit  of  his  ordinary  business,  or  as  the  means  of  get- 
ting access  to  his  neighbor's  wealth.  This  convict  is  since  discharged 
on  condition  that  he  would  leave  the  country ;  and  'it  is  understood 
that  he  is  now  in  South  America :  a  precious  gift  to  these  new  Re- 
publics ! 

The  art  of  making  this  key  is  not  only  understood,  but  the  art  of  so 
altering  small  keys,  that  a  small  parcel  of  them  will  open  a  vast  majori- 
ty of  all  the  tmnks,  chests,  drawers,  desks,  bureaus,  in  a  large  city. 
The  success  in  this  art  is  so  certain,  that  a  merchant,  living  in  State 
street,  Boston,  testifies  that  the  large  building  of  many  apartments,  in 
which  he  has  a  counting  room,  was  opened  within  four  months  three 
times,  and  every  door,  desk,  and  drawer  in  it  unlocked,  by  thieves, 
and  the  papers  scattered  in  all  directions. 

Whether  the  Prison  in  Charlestown  contributes  at  all  to  the  accom- 
plishment of  these  midnight  robbers,  may  be  inferred  not  only  from 
facts  already  stated,  but  by  an  examination  of  the  records  of  the  Pri- 
son ;  by  which  it  appears,  that  a  great  number  of  convicts,  who  have 
been  several  times  in  this  Prison,  were  arrested  and  condemned  for 
their  first  offence  in  the  country  ;  but,  soon  after  their  discharge,  they 
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were  detected  in  the  perpetration  of  villany  in  Boston.  In  regard  to 
Henry  Wood,  from  Acton,  who  was  five  times  committed,  all  the  con- 
victions except  the  first  were  in  Boston.  John  Williams,  from  the 
West  Indies,  who  has  been  four  times  committed,  was  convicted  each 
time  in  Boston  or  Cambridge.  Charles  Adams,  four  times  committed, 
all  his  convictions,  except  the  first,  in  Boston.  Betty  Cook,  five  times 
committed,  all  her  convictions  in  Boston.  James  Chipman,  from  Cape 
Ann,  five  times  committed,  all  his  convictions,  except  the  first,  in  Bos- 
ton. This  is  but  a  specimen  from  the  records  of  the  Prison  of  the 
sufierings  in  Boston,  and  of  the  depredations  upon  its  citizens  from 
the  Prison  at  Charlestown. 

Picking  Pockets.^ — ^This  is  an  art,  too,  taught  in  Penitentiaries, 
which  has  its  appropriate  instruments,  its  technical  terms,  its  success- 
ful mode  of  operation,  all  easily  learned  by  apt  scholars  from  good 
teachers.  The  instruments  are  forceps,  to  insert  in  long  and  narrow 
pockets,  and  an  extremely  thin,  keen  knife,  to  cut  through  coats  and 
pockets  without  moving  them.  The  technical  terms  apply  to  the 
v/atch  and  pocket  book,  the  pantaloons  and  waistcoat,  the  person 
who  is  to  take  the  pocket  book  or  watch,  and  the  person  who  is  to 
detain  the  gentleman  from  whom  it  is  to  be  taken.  The  mode  of 
operation  is  learned  by  practice  in  Prison,  where  the  convicts  steal 
from  each  other,  and  where  they  practise  the  art  by  way  of  experi- 
ment merely,  and  where  instances  have  occurred  of  success  in  stealing 
the  pocket  books  of  visitors.  Three  instances  of  this  kind,  at  least, 
have  occurred  at  Charlesto\vn ;  one  on  a  man  who  went  into  the  yard 
to  sell  fish  to  the  Commissary,  and  two  others.  The  testimony  con- 
cerning these  three  men  was  furnished  by  the  clerk,  and  that  concern- 
ing the  instruments,  language,  and  mode  of  operation,  by  men  whose 
testimony  in  regard  to  this  thing  has  been  of  great  service  to  the 
community. 

7.  Unnatural  Crime. — There  is  evidence  from  directors,  keepers, 
and  convicts,  of  the  existence,  to  a  melancholy  degT  ee,  of  this  abomina- 
tion in  Prisons.  It  has  been  said  by  the  Chief  Magistrate  of  Massa- 
chusetts, who  has  bestowed  great  labor  in  the  examination  of  testimo- 
ny on  this  part  of  the  subject,  and  who,  with  great  magnanimity,  as- 
sumed the  responsibility  of  stating  the  results  of  this  examination,  that 
"a  horrible  offence  is  here  committed  between  wretches,  who  are 
alike  destitute  of  moral  sentiment,  and  without  the  reach  of  physical 
restraint.  Nature  and  humanity  cry  aloud  for  redemption  from  this 
dreadful  degradation.  Better  even  that  the  laws  were  written  in 
blood,  than  that  they  should  be  executed  in  sin." 

The  Commissioners  of  the  Connecticut  Legislature,  also,  having  de- 
voted much  time  to  a  patient  examination  of  the  evidence  on  this  part 
of  the  subject,  say,  "  that  in  some  of  our  Penitentiaries,  if  not  all,  in 
which  the  convicts  are  placed  in  large  numbers  together  in  the  cells, 
the  crime  of  sodomy  has  been  perpetrated,  in  numerous  instances,  with 
entire  shamelessness  and  notoriety."  "  If  that  unnatural  crime  is  ever 
perpetrated,  we  should  look  for  its  commission  among  men  shut  up 
from  all  the  enjoyments  of  society;  among  hoary  headed  convicts, 
condemned  to  long  imprisonment,  and  whose  passions  and  principles 
have  been  corrupted  and  degraded  to  the  lowest  point  of  debasement, 
and  who  are  at  night,  in  numbers  from  four  to  thirty-two  persons, 
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locked   together  in   cells   which    are  not  subject  to  official  inspec- 
tion." 

A  letter  has  been  prepared  on  this  subject,  and  sent  as  a  circular  to 
men  in  authority,  with  the  expectation  of  rousing  their  indignation  and 
strength,  till  Prisons  shall  be  so  constructed  and  managed,  that  this 
foul  abuse  can  no  longer  exist  in  them.  The  detail  of  testimony  in 
this  letter  is  too  horrible  to  be  exhibited  more  publicly. 

8.  Combinations  against  Society. — An  accomplished  foreigner,  a  few 
years  since,  came  to  this  country  through  Canada,  and  was  arrested  in 
the  vicinity  of  New  York  for  passing  counterfeit  money.  He  was 
condemned  to  the  New  Jersey  Prison,  at  Lamberton,  where  he  formed 
an  acquaintance  with  a  young  convict,  from  whom  he  received  infor- 
mation, that  a  family,  living  in  a  very  retired  situation,  about  four 
miles  from  Newark,  was  wealthy,  and  always  had  money  on  hand. 
Immediately  after  he  was  discharged  from  Prison,  he  went,  in  compa- 
ny with  an  Irishman,  to  the  place  described.  He  was  dressed  like  a 
gentleman,  and,  when  he  came  to  the  house,  he  found  the  man  and 
his  hired  servant  at  home.  He  stated  his  name,  residence,  and  ob- 
ject in  calling,  which  was  to  borrow  money  on  good  security.  The 
honest  citizen,  either  suspecting  the  stranger,  or  choosing  to  loan 
money  to  an  acquaintance,  stated  that  he  had  no  money  to  loan  him. 
After  vie^ving  the  premises  carefully,  he  left  the  house,  and  concealed 
himself  in  a  thicket  not  far  distant,  till  the  man  and  his  hired  ser\^ant 
had  gone  some  distance  from  home.  As  soon  as  he  thought  it  safe  to 
return,  he  entered  the  house,  seized  the  wife,  who  was  the  only  per- 
son there,  filled  her  mouth,  so  that  she  could  make  no  noise,  bound 
her  arms,  beat  her  head  till  she  was  senseless,  rifled  the  chest,  found 
between  three  and  four  hundred  dollars,  and  made  his  escape.  About 
six  months  after,  he  was  arrested  in  New  York,  recognised  by  the 
woman  on  whom  the  violence  was  committed,  and  condemned  to  the 
Prison  at  Lamberton  a  second  time,  for  1 1  years.  He  is  now  in  that 
Prison,  and  appears  like  a  prince  among  the  prisoners,  to  whom  he 
may  give,  or  from  whom  he  may  receive,  information  as  the  basis  of 
future  proceedings. 

A  similar  case  is  mentioned  in  the  follo^\dng  manner,  by  a  person 
who  was  acquainted  with  the  circumstances.  Concerning  this  case, 
the  Commissioners  of  the  Connecticut  Legislature  state,  that  "  they 
were  informed,  by  one  of  the  officers  of  the  Massachusetts  Prison, 
there  is  no  doubt  that  the  robbery  and  murder  of  the  late  Mr.  Gould, 
of  Stoneham,  was  concerted  in  the  shoe  shop  of  that  Prison."  A  con- 
vict confined  in  Prison  was  acquainted  very  particularly  in  vStone- 
ham,  and  to  the  immense  stock  of  good  chances  for  villany,  which 
are  known  in  that  place,  he  contributed  as  one  item  of  his  share,  that 
the  family  of  Gould  lived  rather  retired,  had  about  one  thousand  dol- 
lars in  cash  by  them,  and  such  other  information  as  the  case  required. 
Four  prisoners,  discharged  nearly  at  the  same  time,  robbed  and  mur- 
dered said  Gould.  More  than  a  dozen  stanch  prisoners  knew  of  the 
deed  which  had  been  contemplated,  and  could  name  every  individual 
concerned.  Two  of  the  wretches  were  apprehended ;  Daniels  hung 
himself  in  Prison,  and  Phillips,  after  one  or  two  trials,  was  discharged 
for  want  of  sufficient  evidence.  The  next  morning  after  this  murder, 
the  clerk  of  the  Prison  said,  vvithin  hearing  of  one  of  the  comdcts^ 
6* 
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"  Mr.  Gould,  of  Stoneham,  ^yas  murdered  last  night."  The  convict 
replied  immediately,  I  know  who  murdered  him,  for  I  heard  such  a 
prisoner  say,  before  he  was  discharged,  "  a  dead  dog  can't  bark." 

9.  Imprisonment  of  Youth  and  Children. — The  following  table  shows 
the  proportion,  in  different  Prisons,  under  21  years  of  age. 


In  Maine, 

Whole  J\ro. 

116 

JVo.  under  21  years. 

22 

Proportion. 

1  to  5 

^'  New  Hampshire, 
"  Vermont, 

253 
534 

47 
75 

1  to  5 
1  to  7 

At  Auburn,  whole  term, 

997 

148 

1  to  6 

In  Richmond,  Vir. 

201 

30 

1  to  7 

From  the  above  table  it  appears,  that  the  proportion  of  those  com- 
mitted to  Prison  under  21  years  of  age,  in  all  the  prisons  mentioned, 
is  one-seventh  part  at  least,  and  in  some  much  more.  It  is  sufficient- 
ly apparent,  from  the  disclosure  of  the  vices  existing  in  Prisons,  how 
great  is  the  evil  of  bringing  so  great  a  proportion  of  young  offenders 
within  the  corrupting  influence  of  this  wretched  community.  About 
three  hundred  youth  are  continually  in  a  course  of  education  in  these 
high  schools  of  iniquity. 

The  evil  is  not  only  apparent  from  the  great  proportion  under  21 
years  of  age,  but  from  the  tender  years  of  a  considerable  proportion  of 
this  number.  Children  have  been  found  in  some  of  our  Prisons  under 
twelve  years  of  age,  who  have  been  many  months,  and  some  of  them 
more  than  a  year,  intimately  associated  with  the  most  profligate  and  vile 
of  the  human  race.  The  loathsome  skin,  the  distorted  features,  the 
unnatural  eyes  of  some  of  these  boys,  indicate,  with  a  clearness  not  to 
be  misapprehended,  the  existence  of  unutterable  abominations,  which 
it  were  better  for  the  w^orld  if  they  had  been  foreseen  and  avoid- 
ed. The  greatness  of  the  evil,  if  there  is  no  injustice  and  criminality 
in  it,  of  placing  a  child,  and  confining  him  there  with  strong  bolts  and 
bars,  among  a  den  of  thieves,  where  he  may  be  subject  to  any  violence, 
and  not  be  permitted  to  enter  a  complaint  without  the  hazard  of  his 
life,  has  surely  not  been  sufficiently  contemplated.  A  case  has  been 
disclosed,  as  an  illustration  of  this  remark,  which  would  be  sufficient, 
if  there  was  no  other,  to  excite  the  sympathy  of  the  world.  But 
when  w^e  remember,  that  hundreds  have  been,  and  are  now  con- 
tinually exposed  to  the  same  treatment,  in  these  places  of  darkness, 
^vithout  the  possibility  of  having  even  their  complaint  reach  the  ears 
of  any  except  those  who  would  rather  put  them  to  death  than  have 
their  o^vo.  guilt  exposed,  it  presents  an  argument  in  favor  of  houses  of 
Refuge  for  Juvenile  Delinquents,  which  we  are  confident  will  not  be 
unheeded. 

10.  Imprisonment  of  Lunatics. — According  to  the  last  census,  there 
were  thirty  lunatics  in  Jail,  in  the  State  of  New  York.  The  lunatic 
mentioned,  in  the  last  Report  of  this  Society,  as  having  been  seen  in 
a  wretched  condition  in  one  of  the  Prisons  in  the  State  of  New  York, 
is  since  dead,  and  a  coroner's  inquest  held  over  his  body  declares, 
that  his  death  was  in  consequence  of  sufferings  he  endured  in  Prison 
from  cold  and  nakedness. 

The  instance  has  occurred  in  which  a  young  clergyman,  who  was 
educated  at  one  of  our  most  respectable  Theological  Seminaries,  be- 
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came  deranged,  and  was  found,  by  his  friends,  imprisoned  in  Bride- 
well, New  York,  in  the  common  receptacle,  hereafter  described,  of 
misfortune,  disease,  and  guilt.  As  soon  as  the  keeper  knew  who  his 
friends  were,  information  concerning  him  was  communicated,  and 
as  soon  as  his  friends  knew  that  he  was  there,  they  procured  his 
release. 

In  Massachusetts,  by  an  examination  made  with  care,  about  thirty 
lunatics  have  been  found  in  Prison.  In  one  Prison  were  found  three; 
in  another,  five  ;  in  another,  six  ;  and  in  another,  ten.  It  is  a  source 
of  great  complaint,  with  the  sheriffs  and  jailers,  that  they  must  receive 
such  persons;  because  they  have  no  suitable  accommodations  for 
them.  Of  those  last  mentioned,  one  was  found  in  an  apartment  in 
which  he  had  been  nine  years.  He  had  a  wreath  of  rags  round  his 
body,  and  another  round  his  neck.  This  was  all  his  clothing.  He 
had  no  bed,  chair,  or  bench.  Two  or  three  rough  plank  were  strowed 
around  the  room  :  a  heap  of  filthy  straw,  like  the  nest  of  swine,  was 
in  the  comer.  He  had  built  a  bird's  nest  of  mud  in  the  iron  grate  of 
his  den.  Connected  with  his  wretched  apartment  was  a  dark  dun- 
geon, having  no  orifice  for  the  admission  of  light,  heat,  or  air,  except 
the  iron  door,  about  2^  feet  square,  opening  into  it  from  his  Prison. 
The  wretched  lunatic  was  indulging  some  delusive  expectations  of  be- 
ing soon  released  from  this  wretched  abode. 

The  other  lunatics  in  the  same  Prison  were  scattered  about,  in  dif- 
ferent apartments,  with  thieves  and  murderers,  and  persons  under 
r.rrest,  but  not  yet  convicted  of  guilt.  In  this  Prison  it  would  seem 
difficult,  with  the  same  number  of  apartments,  and  the  same  number 
and  variety  of  offenders  and  offences,  to  make  a  more  indiscriminate 
and  improper  distribution. 

In  the  Prison  of  five  lunatics,  they  were  confined  in  separate  cells, 
which  were  almost  dark  dungeons.  It  was  difficult,  after  the  door 
was  open,  to  see  them  distinctly.  The  ventilation  was  so  incomplete, 
that  more  than  one  person  on  entering  them  has  found  the  air  so  fetid 
as  to  produce  nauseousness,  and  almost  vomiting.  The  old  straw  on 
which  they  were  laid,  and  their  filthy  garments,  were  such  as  to  make 
their  insanit>'  more  hopeless ;  and  at  one  time  it  was  not  considered 
within  the  province  of  the  physician's  department  to  examine  particu- 
larly the  condition  of  the  lunatics.  In  these  circumstances,  any  im- 
provement of  their  minds  could  hardly  be  expected.  Instead  of  hav- 
ing three  out  of  four  restored  to  reason,  as  is  the  fact  in  some  of  the 
favored  Lunatic  Asylums,  it  is  to  be  feared  that,  in  these  circum- 
stances, some,  who  might  otherwise  be  restored,  would  become  incu- 
rable, and  that  others  might  lose  their  lives,  to  say  nothing  of  present 
suffering. 

In  the  Prison,  in  which  were  six  lunatics,  their  condition  was  less 
wretched ;  but  they  were  sometimes  an  annoyance,  and  sometimes  a 
sport  to  the  convicts ;  and  even  the  apartment,  in  which  the  females 
were  confined,  opened  into  the  yard  of  the  men,  and  there  was  an 
injurious  interchange  of  obscenity  and  profaneness  between  them, 
which  was  not  restrained  by  the  presence  of  the  keeper. 

In  the  Prison,  or  House  of  Correction,  so  called,  in  which  were  ten 
lunatics,  two  were  found,  about  seventy  years  of  as^e,  a  male  and 
female,  in  the  same  apartment  of  an  upper  ston*'.     The  female  was 
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lying  on  a  heap  of  straw,  under  a  broken  window.  The  snow,  in  a 
severe  storm,  was  beating  through  the  window,  and  lay  upon  the 
.straw  around  her  withered  body,  which  was  partially  covered  with  a 
few  filthy  and  tattered  garments.  The  man  was  lying  in  a  corner  of 
the  room  in  a  similar  situation,  except  that  he  was  less  exposed  to  the 
storm.  The  former  had  been  in  this  apartment  six,  and  the  latter 
twenty-one  years.  Such  are  the  minutes  taken  from  the  keeper's  tes- 
timony, in  Februar)^,  1827. 

Another  lunatic,  in  the  same  Prison,  was  found  in  a  plank  apart- 
ment of  the  first  story,  where  he  had  been  eight  years.  During  this 
time,  he  had  never  left  the  room  but  twice.  The  door  of  this  apart- 
ment had  not  been  opened  in  eighteen  months.  The  food  was  fur- 
nished through  a  small  orifice  in  the  door.  The  room  was  warmed 
by  no  fire ;  and  still  the  woman  of  the  house  said  he  "  had  never 
froze."  As  he  was  seen  through  the  orifice  in  the  door,  the  first 
question  was,  is  that  a  human  being  ?  The  hair  was  gone  from  one 
side  of  his  head,  and  his  eyes  were  like  balls  of  fire. 

In  the  cellar  of  the  same  Prison  were  five  lunatics.  The  windows 
of  this  cellar  were  no  defence  against  the  storm,  and,  as  might  be  sup- 
posed, the  woman  of  the  house  said,  "  we  have  a  sight  to  do  to  keep 
them  from  freezing. "^^  There  was  no  fire  in  this  cellar,  which  could  be 
felt  by  four  of  the  lunatics.  One  of  the  five  had  a  little  fire  of  turf  in 
an  apartment  of  the  cellar  by  herself.  She  was,  however,  infuriate 
if  any  other  came  near  her.  This  woman  was  committed  to  this  cel- 
lar seventeen  years  ago. 

The  whole  cellar  is  55  by  33  feet,  and  in  it  are  five  apartments,  be- 
sides the  space  between  them  and  the  one  already  described.  These 
apartments  are  about  6  feet  by  8.  They  are  made  of  coarse  plank, 
and  have  an  orifice  in  the  door  for  the  admission  of  light  and  air,  about 
6  inches  by  4.  The  darkness  was  such,  in  two  of  these  apartments, 
that  nothing  could  be  seen  by  looking  through  the  orifice  in  the  door. 
At  the  same  time  there  was  a  poor  lunatic  in  each.  A  man,  who  has 
grown  old,  was  committed  to  one  of  them  in  1810,  and  had  lived  in  it 
seventeen  years.  The  cracks  of  the  door,  as  we  opened  it,  were 
stuffed  with  hay  or  grass  on  the  inside,  to  secure  it  against  the  cold. 
When  the  door  was  opened,  and  we  entered  the  dungeon,  he  could 
be  indistinctly  seen  in  his  cold  and  filthy  bed.  He  said,  however, 
that  he  was  not  sick  or  uncomfortable,  and  he  appeared  cheerful. 

An  emaciated  female  was  found  in  a  similar  apartment,  in  the  dark, 
without  fire,  almost  without  covering,  where  she  had  been  nearly 
two  years. 

A  colored  woman  in  another,  in  which  she  had  been  six  years; 
and  a  miserable  man  in  another,  in  which  he  had  been  four  years. 

Amidst  all  this  wretchedness,  it  was  some  consolation  to  learn,  that 
sickness  and  death  had  been  rare  :  a  fact  almost  as  incredible  as  the 
testimony  of  the  senses  concerning  the  various  scenes  already  de- 
scribed. 

Besides  the  lunatics  here  mentioned,  others  have  been  found  in 
Jail,  in  different  parts  of  the  country,  and  considerable  effort  has  been 
made  to  obtain  data  from  which  to  ascertain  the  whole  number  of  lu- 
natics in  Jail  in  the  United  States  :  by  which  it  appears,  that  the 
number,  in  all  probability,  exceeds  three  hundred. 
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11.  Mortality  in  the  Prisons  in  New  York  and  Philadelphia. — In  the 
State  Prison,  in  New  York  city,  the  average  number  of  convicts  for 
nineteen  years,  from  1805  to  1823,  inclusive,  was  520 ;  the  average 
number  of  deaths  28,  i.  e.  1  to  18,  or  6  per  cent. 

In  the  Penitentiary,  at  Bellevue,  on  the  East  River,  near  New 
York,  a  fatal  jail  fever  has  raged  twice  within  three  years.  This  has 
been  introduced  from  Bridewell,  where  the  patients,  before  they  were 
removed,  were  suffered  to  remain  in  a  room  with  a  large  number  of 
other  convicts  who  were  committed  for  trial.  This  wretched  apart- 
ment in  Bridewell  is  the  common  receptacle  of  all  the  males  who 
are  committed  to  that  Prison,  and  has  contained  at  one  time,  in  a  com- 
mon mass  of  drunkenness,  lasciviousness,  obscenity,  madness,  filth, 
lunacy,  and  fever,  90  persons.  Whether  the  jail  fever  was  begotten 
in  this  common  mass  of  putrefaction,  or  whether  it  was  introduced 
from  the  city,  is  a  point  concerning  which  there  is  some  difference  of 
opinion.  That  Bridewell,  however,  is  a  public  nuisance,  within  twen- 
ty rods  of  the  City  Hall,  in  a  city  which  is,  in  many  respects,  the 
pride  of  our  country,  is  a  declaration  often  heard  from  the  respectable 
citizens,  and,  as  such,  was  presented  many  years  since  by  a  Grand 
Jury  :  and  still  there  it  is.  In  the  fever  which  was  introduced  to  this 
Penitentiary  from  Bridewell,  two  years  since,  the  keeper  of  the  Peni- 
tentiary, and  Mr.  Belden,  an  invaluable  teacher  in  the  Lancasterian 
school,  connected  with  the  Alms  House,  lost  their  lives.  Mr.  Belden 
fell  a  sacrifice  to  his  voluntary  and  humane  attentions  to  the  sick  in 
Prison.  It  was  no  part  of  his  official  duty  to  visit  them,  or  to  go  near 
them ;  but  his  noble  Christian  feeling  carried  him,  as  an  angel  of 
mercy,  to  administer  to  their  necessities,  and  the  sequel  we  have 
already  leanit.  It  is  believed  that  a  physician,  also,  at  the  same  time 
lost  his  life. 

In  the  sickness  of  the  present  season,  introduced  to  the  same  estab- 
lishment in  the  same  manner  from  Bridewell,  one  of  the  physicians 
was  dangerously  sick  in  March ;  but  it  is  not  known  to  us  whether  he 
died.  If  it  is  proper  to  arrest  men,  of  whom  many  are  discharged 
from  Bridewell  without  being  found  guilty,  and  thrust  them  into  a 
common  receptacle  of  filth,  where  they  are  exposed  to  the  dreadful 
contagion  of  a  jail  fever  ;  it  is  to  be  hoped,  that  the  sickness  and  death 
of  valuable  public  officers  will  cause  Bridewell  to  be  removed ;  so 
that  it  shall  no  longer  remain  a  pest  house.  When  the  Secretary  of 
this  Society  visited  Bridewell,  this  season,  he  was  told  it  would  not 
be  safe  to  risk  his  life,  even  for  a  few  moments,  in  the  room  in 
which  most  of  the  persons  committed  were  immediately  confined  by 
twenties. 

The  number  of  persons  committed,  annually,  to  this  wretched  Pri- 
son, was  stated  in  a  public  meeting,  by  a  gentleman  who  was  former- 
ly the  Mayor  of  the  city,  to  be  about  2000  :  of  whom,  the  same  gen- 
tleman stated,  about  three  fourths  were  found  not  guilty,  and  dis- 
charged. The  Prison,  concerning  which  these  facts  are  stated,  is  in 
sight  of  most  of  the  offices  of  benevolence  and  justice  in  the  city  of 
New  York.  We  wish  all  benevolent  institutions  a  hundred  fold 
greater  prosperity  than  they  ever  enjoyed,  and  we  rejoice  in  the 
powerful  combinations,  which  have  been  formed  in  this  country  to 
promote  them ;   for,  besides  the  good  which  they  will  accomplish,  it 


70  PRISON   DISCIPLINE    SOCIETY.  22 

indicates  a  public  mind  which  will  not  disregard,  after  it  is  seen,  so 
great  a  nuisance,  such  an  utter  abomination  as  Bridewell. 

In  the  Old  County  Prison,  in  Philadelphia,  it  is  stated,  that  the 
deaths  the  last  year  in  the  female  department  were  about  13  per 
cent. ;  that  boys  had  been  confined  in  the  hospital,  diseased  in  a 
dreadful  manner  from  a  cause  which  may  not  be  named  ;  and,  if  the 
testimony  of  the  keepers  is  to  be  believed,  some  lives  have  been  lost 
in  this  Prison  from  the  same  cause.  The  average  number  of  deaths 
in  the  Prison  in  Philadelphia,  for  six  years,  has  been  more  than  36 
out  of  600 — or  more  than  6  per  cent.  We  have  no  heart  for  com- 
ment on  these  facts.  We  need  only  show  that  there  is  no  necessity 
for  such  disease  and  dreadful  mortality  in  Prisons. 

In  the  Maine  Prison,  as  late  as  August  last,  there  had  not  been  a 
death  from  a  natural  cause  since  the  Prison  was  organized,  though 
tlie  average  number  of  convicts  exceeded  50,  and  the  Prison  had  been 
organized  nearly  three  years. 

In  the  Vermont  Prison,  there  have  been  seven  years,  in  which, 
while  the  average  number  of  prisoners  was  108,  there  were  only  six 
deaths. 

In  the  Massachusetts  Prison  the  deaths  in  nine  years  were  only  as 
1  to  49,  or  about  2  per  cent. 

In  the  Youth's  Prison,  in  New  York  city,  there  has  not  been  one 
death  from  a  natural  cause  since  it  was  organized  in  January,  1825 — 
though  the  number  of  inmates  has  been  constantly  increasing,  till  they 
are  in  number  more  than  160. 

In  the  Prison  at  Auburn,  during  the  year  from  December  1823  to 
December  1824,  the  number  of  convicts  being,  at  the  commencement 
of  this  period,  310,  and  at  the  close  346,  the  deaths  were  only  two. 
In  six  years,  from  1817  to  December  1823,  the  number  of  convicts 
exceeding,  during  each  of  the  last  three  years,  310,  the  whole  num- 
ber of  deaths  was  thirty.  The  Commissioners,  in  their  last  report, 
state,  that  a  distinguished  and  venerable  physician,  f 'om  a  neighboring 
State,  visited  the  hospital  with  them,  and  saw  all  the  prisoners  from 
the  shops  pass  in  review  before  them,  and  then  declared,  without  any 
reserve,  that  their  health  exceeded  that  of  the  countiy  at  large. 

In  the  New  Jersey  Prison,  the  deaths  in  twenty-seven  years,  the 
average  number  of  convicts  being  70,  was  thirty-two,  or  less  than  2 
per  cent. 

12.  Causes  of  Crime ;  viz.  Intemperance,  Counterfeit  Money y  and 
Character  of  the  Colored  Population. 

Intemperance. — The  superintendent  of  the  Alms  House  and  Peni- 
tentiary in  New  York,  expresses  an  opinion,  that  nine  tenths  who  are 
brought  to  that  establishment  are  brought  there  in  consequence  of  in- 
temperance. 

The  keeper  of  the  Jail  and  House  of  Correction  in  Boston,  ex- 
presses an  opinion,  that  three  fourths  who  are  brought  to  that  place, 
are  brought  there  in  consequence  of  the  same  vice. 

The  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Pauperism  in  New  York,  say, 
this  may  be  considered  the  most  productive  source  of  human  wretch- 
edness, in  all  its  complicated  forms. 

It  has  been  computed,  recently,  that  the  number  of  dmnkards  in 
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the  United  States  is  one  hundred  thousand,  and  the  number  of  deaths, 
annually,  ten  thousand. 

The  following  list  of  subjects  from  one  of  our  Prisons  will  give  a 
dreadful  specimen  of  the  iron  teeth  and  jaws  of  this  hundred-headed 
monster.  It  exhibits  the  name,  time  of  commitment,  time  of  dis- 
charge, time  at  liberty,  of  a  select  number  of  subjects,  who  were  all 
committed  to  the  House  of  Correction,  in  Boston,  in  every  instance 
for  intemperance.  It  is  presented  only  as  a  specimen  from  the  re- 
cords. 

MALES. 


JVame.     Committed. 
H.A.     Feb.    1825. 

Sept.   1825. 

Mar.   1826. 

Aug.   1826. 

Feb.    1827. 


P.C. 


Jan.  1824. 

June,  1824. 

May,  1825. 

Nov.  1825. 

Jan.  1827. 


Discharged. 
April,  1825. 
Mar.  1826. 
April,  1826. 
Feb.  1827. 
April,  1827. 

May,  1824. 
Dec.  1824. 
Nov.  1825. 
May,  1826. 


G.  C.  Feb.  1824.  May,  1824. 

Jan.  1826.  May,  1826. 

June,  1826.  July,  1826. 
Jan.  1827. 


P.C.  May,  18^. 
Aug.  1824. 
Dec.  1825. 
April,  1827. 

R.  L.  Oct.  18^. 

Jan.  1825. 

Feb.  1825. 

Oct.  1825. 

Jan.  1826. 
April,  1826. 

July,  1826. 

Aug.  1826. 

L  M.   July,  1826. 

Oct.  1826. 

Nov.  1826. 

May,  1827. 

W.D.  Nov.  1823. 
Jan.  1824. 
Feb.  1825. 
April,  1827. 


H.  S. 


Dec.  1823. 

July,  1825. 

Jan.  1826. 

Oct.  1826. 


June,  1824. 
Oct.  1824. 
June,  1825. 


Oct.  1824. 

Jan.  1825. 

Aug.  1825. 

Nov.  1825. 

April,  1826. 

Julv,  1826. 

Auff.  1826. 


Aug.  1826. 
Nov.  1826. 
Mar.    1827. 


Jan.  1824. 
Mar.  1824. 
April,  1825. 


Jan.  1824. 
Jan.  1826. 
April,  1826. 


^t  liberty. 

5  mo. 

24  hours 

4  mo. 

2  days. 


53  days. 

123  days. 

1  day. 


20  mo. 
9  days. 
6  mo. 


38  days. 
14  mo. 
22  mo. 


88  days. 

21  days. 

2  mo. 

2  mo. 
1  day. 

3  days. 
17  days. 


2  mo. 

4  days, 

45  days. 


5  days. 
11  mo. 

2yrs. 


18  mo. 
13  days. 
6  mo. 


JVawie.      Committed. 

W.H.  Oct.  1825. 

Feb.  1827. 


Discharged. 
Nov.  1825. 


At  liberty. 
17  mo. 


J.  T. 


J.  P. 


S.S. 


R.W. 


M.  G. 


P.N. 


Jan.  1824. 
Jan.  1825. 
Feb.  1826. 
June,  1826. 
Jan.    1827. 

Nov.  1823. 

Jan.  IBU. 

Sept.  1824. 

Feb.  1825. 

July,  1825. 

Feb.  1826. 

Nov.  1826. 

Dec.  1824. 

July,  1825. 

Nov.  1825. 

Feb.  1826. 

May,  1826. 

Aug.  1826. 

Aug.  1825. 
Sept.  1825. 
April,  1826. 
Nov.    1826. 

Dec.  1826. 
April,  1827. 

Aug.  1825. 
April,  1826. 
Aug.   1826. 


Feb. 

1824. 

11  mo. 

April 

,1825. 

11  mo. 

Feb. 

1826. 

4  mo. 

Dec. 

1826. 

1  mo. 

Mar. 

1827. 

Dec. 

1823. 

44  days. 

April 

1824. 

5  mo. 

Jan. 

1825. 

20  days. 

May, 

1825. 

114  days. 

Jan. 

1826. 

19  days. 

May, 

1826. 

6  mo. 

May, 

1827. 

Jan. 

1825. 

6  mo. 

Nov. 

1825. 

15  days. 

Dec. 

1825. 

70  days. 

May, 

1826. 

4  dajrs. 

Aug. 

1826. 

4  days. 

Feb. 

1827. 

Sept. 

1825. 

5  days. 

Jan. 

1826. 

72  days. 

Oct. 

1826. 

27  days. 

May, 

1827. 

Jan. 

1827. 

2  mo. 

Feb. 

1825. 

32  days. 

Aug. 

1826. 

27  days. 

Feb. 

1827. 

T.  P.     Oct.     1824.  Dec.  1824.        2  mo. 

Feb.    1825.  April,  18^. 
Sept.  1826. 

D.  L.     May,  1824.  Aug.  1824.      10  days. 

Aug.   18^.  Nov.  1824.        Brno. 

July,    1825.  Nov.  1825.        2  mo. 

Jan.     1826.  J'kr.  1826. 

Feb.    1827.  Mar.  1827. 


FEMALES. 


C.  W.  July,  1824.  Jan.  1825.  4  mo. 

June,  1825.  Dec.  1825.  7  mo. 

July,  1826.  Jan.  1827.  4  mo. 
May,  1827. 

M.S.  Feb.  1824.  April,  1824.  5  mo. 

Sept.  1824.  Jan.  1825.  5  mo. 


June,  1825.  July,  1825.   6  mo. 

Jan.  1826.  May,  1826.   4  mo. 

Sept.  1826.  Mar.  1827.  19  days. 
April,  1827. 

M.S.  May,  1824.  Sept.  1824.  33  days. 

Nov.  1824.  Feb.  1825.   7  mo. 
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JVa7»€,  Committed. 
Sept.  1825. 
Dec.  1825. 
Auff.  1826. 
April,  1827. 

O.  B.  Sept.  1825. 
Sept.  1826. 
May,  1827. 

M.  R.  Sept.  1825. 
Aug.  1826. 
April,  1827. 

S.  G.  June,  1824. 
Oct.  1825. 
Dec.   1826. 

M.C.  Dec.  1824. 
April,  1824. 
June,  1825. 
April,  1826. 
Nov.  1826. 
May,  1827. 

A.  L.  Sept.  1824. 
Oct.  1824. 
Jan.    1825. 


Discharged. 
Dec.  1825. 
June,  1826. 
Feb.    1827. 


Sept.  1826. 
Mar.    1827. 


Nov.    1825. 
Feb.    1827. 


July,    1824. 
April,  1826. 


Mar.  1824. 

May,  1825. 

Oct.  1825. 

Sept.  1826. 

May,  1827. 


Oct.  1824. 
Dec.  1824. 
April,  1825. 


.^t  liberty. 
14  days. 
60  days. 
51  days. 


5  days. 

49  days. 

9  mo. 

50  days. 

3  mo. 
8  mo. 


10  days. 

1  mo. 
6  mo. 

42  days. 
17  days. 

2  days. 
34  days. 
33  days. 


J\rame. 


A.  H. 


E.  A. 


G.W. 


Comm 

itted. 

Discharged. 

m  liberty. 

June, 

1825. 

Dec. 

1825. 

2  mo. 

Mar. 

1826. 

Sepu 

1826. 

2  mo. 

Nov. 

1826. 

Mar. 

1827. 

U  days. 

April 

1827. 

May, 

1824. 

Nov. 

1824. 

16  days. 

Nov. 

1824. 

Jan. 

1825. 

8  mo. 

Sept. 

1825. 

Nov. 

1825. 

16  days. 

Nov. 

1825. 

May, 

1826. 

4  mo. 

Sept. 

1826. 

Mar. 

1827. 

11  days 

April 

1827. 

Sept. 

1824. 

Nov. 

1824. 

8  days 

Nov. 

1824. 

May, 

1825. 

36  days 

June, 

1825. 

July, 

1825. 

2  mo. 

Oct. 

1825. 

Jan. 

1826. 

2  mo. 

Mar. 

1826. 

Sept. 

1826. 

13  days 

Sept. 

1826. 

Mar. 

1827. 

41  days 

May, 

1827. 

Sept. 

1823. 

Oct. 

1823. 

5  mo. 

Mar. 

1824. 

Mar. 

1824. 

3  mo. 

June, 

1824. 

Dec. 

18^. 

6  mo. 

May, 

1825. 

Aug. 

1825. 

2  mo. 

Oct 

1825. 

Feb. 

1826. 

14  mo. 

May, 

1827. 

Counterfeit  Money. — ^We  have  procured  the  names  of  a  great 
number  of  individuals,  in  different  parts  of  the  United  States,  who  are 
engaged  in  this  traffic. 

We  have  ascertained,  also,  the  great  fountain  from  which  it  is  is- 
sued ;  the  rate  for  which  it  is  sold ;  and  the  various  arts  used  to  draw 
innocent  men  into  the  business. 

We  have  a  list  of  237  different  kinds  of  counterfeit  notes  of  the 
banks  of  18  different  States,  and  Canada.  37  in  New  York  city; 
43  in  other  parts  of  the  State  of  New  York ;  22  in  New  Jersey ; 
25  in  Connecticut ;  17  in  Rhode  Island ;  14  in  Massachusetts ;  11  in 
New  Hampshire ;  26  in  Pennsylvania ;  10  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia; 12  in  Virginia;  11  in  North  Carolina;  10  in  Georgia;  and  45 
in  other  parts  of  the  country.* 

*  Canfield's  List  of  altered,  counterfeit,  and  spurious  Bank  Notes. 

MAINE.— Kennebec  Bank,  5's,  dated  May  1, 1818,  letter  C,  poorly  done. 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE.— C/i<?s/ure  Bank,  5%  dated  November  6,  1S20.— Concord  Bank. 
2's,  dated  July  1, 1820. — Coos  Bank,  3's  and  6's. — Exeter  Bank,  5's. — Grafton  Bank,  3's  and 
lO's. — Portsmouth  Bank,  I's,  old  emission. —  Union  Bank,  4's  and  5's. 

YERMOl^T.— Burlington  Bank,  I's  altered  to  lO's.— Windsor  Bank,  I's  altered  to  3's. 

MASSACHUSETTS.— ^ncwfo/raZ  Bank  at  Pittsfeld,  5's,  letter  A,  payable  to  H.  Burr, 
January  1 ,  Idl9.—Berk.'!hirc  Bank  at  Pittsfield,  lO's,  Aueust  15, 1806,  payable  to  E.  Arden.— 
Bedford  Commercial  Bank,  Vs.  2's,  dated  "September  7,  l820.  5's  and  lO's.— Boston  Bank.  5's, 
payable  to  N.  Bond,  dated  September  24,  l^'M.— Concord  Bank,  I's,  payable  to  Ro^er  Vose, 

letter  A,  July  1 , 1 820.    lO's. \^\0.— Farmers'  Exchange  Bank  at  Gloucester,  5's,  July  6. 

1808,  payable  to  J.  Russell,  letter  C,  and  January  4,  1808,  letter  H,  payable  to  J.  Russell.— 
Hampshire  Bank  at  Northampton.  I's,  September  4,  1818.  I's,  2's  and  5's.— Manufacturers' 
and  Mechanics'  Bank  of  Boston,  2's,  of  old  emission.— P/ienzx  Bank,  Nantucket,  3's,  letter  B, 
dated  1st,  2d  Mo.  1823.  3's,  letter  B,  of  2d  Mo.  1823,  pay  T.  Jefferson.— Suffolk  Bank  of 
Boston,  5's,  dated  May  3,  1809  ;  Parker,  Cashier;  Francis,  President.  5's,  letter  C,  dated 
September  22,  1818.  '5's,  dated  May  1,  and  8, 1818  and  1820.  lO's,  dated  April  9,  1821.— 
Union  Bank  of  Boston,  5's,  May  13,  1823,  payable  to  N.  Emmons.  5's.— Worcester  Bank, 
2's  and  3's. 

RHODE  ISLAND.— BanA:  of  Kent,  3's,  letter  A,  dated  April  1, 1819.— ComTnercioJ  Bank 
at  Bristol,  lO's.—Centril  Bank  at  East  Greenwich,  2's.— Cumberland  Bank,  2's,  letter  C,  dated 
September  12, 1826.— Exchange  Bank  at  Providence,  Z's.— Eagle  Bank  of  Providence,  3*s, 
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We  have  already  stated  the  proportion  of  convictions  for  this  crime 
to  several  different  prisons ;  in  some  1  to  10,  and  in  others  1  to  8. 

We  shall,  in  the  sequel  to  the  Report,  show  in  what  way  the  evil 
has  been,  to  a  great  extent,  prevented,  in  some  of  the  States. 

dated  Mav  1,  1823,  letter  F.  3's,  June  4,  1818,  letter  F,  payable  to  James  Km" —Frank tin 
Bank  at  Chepachet.  I's,  letter  B,  dated  October  1, 1821.^  2's  and  3's.— Franklin  Bank  at  Pro- 
vidence, 3's,  [O^  there  is  no  such  bank.] — Landliolders  Bank  at  South  Kingston.  2's,  letter 
A,  dated  October  1,  1818.  2's,  October  1. 1818,  payable  to  R.  Clarke,  letter  A.  3's,  letter  A, 
dated  June  1,  1823.  5's,  letter  A,  dated  November  19;  WS.— Manufacturers'  Bank  of  N. 
Proi-idence,  3's.  letter  A,  dated  January  7,  1825. — Merchants'  Bank  of  Newport, 11'?,,  [spurious] 
letter  A.  dated  May  1,  \^2'\:—MerclunU.r  Bank  of  Providence,  lO's,  letter  A,  dated  May  29. 

1818.  lO's,  1819. — N.  E.  Commercial  Bank  of  Prorndence,  Vs. — Pawlucket  Bank,  I's,  let- 
ter A. — Providence  Bank  at  Westerly,  5's. — Rhode  Island  Union  Bank,  2's,  letter  F,  dated  1 
January,  1815. — Rocrer  Williams'  Bank,  I's,  President  and  Cashier's  names  engraved.— 
SmUhfeld  Bank  of  R.  L,  I's,  November  15,  1821,  payable  to  C.  Earles.  I's.— Warren  Bank, 
I's,  January  1.  1822,  payable  to  Samuel  Angell.  I's,  vignette  bad.—  Washington  Bank  at  Wes- 
terly, 2's,  dated  July  1,  1821.  2's,  payable  to  B.  Pomeroy,  July  1, 1822.  3's,  dated  March  4th. 
and  some  7th,  1821. 

CONNECTICUT.— ^c|-&  Bank  of  Neic  Haven,  3's,  letter  C,  December  1, 1818.  5's,  let- 
ter D.—i:/ar//orrf  SanA-.  3's,  dated  September  5,  1819;  Fox,  Cashier,  Caldwell,  President. 
3's,  letter  B,  payable  to  H.  Hendricks,  July  1,  1823.  3's.  dated  September  9,  1819;  William 
M.  Cobb,  Cashier,  J.  Caldwell,  President.  3's,  dated  January  1,  1820;  H.  Burr,  Cashier, 
John  Caldwell.  President.  3's,  parable  to  H.  Hendricks,  dated  1  July,  1823.  lO's,  [spuri- 
ous,] payable  to  D.  Watkinson,  let'ter  B.  dated  August  1,  1819,  and  January  1,  1824;  Horace 
Burr,  Cashier,  and  Nathaniel  Terry.  President. — Middletown  Bank,  lO's,  payable  at  Me- 
chanics' Bank  in  New  York,  dated  May  1,  1817.  lO's,  May  1,  1819,  payable  at  Mechanics' 
Bank,  New  York. — Mechanics^  Bank,  Neic  Haven,  6's,  letter  C,  payable  to  S.  F.  Lambert, 
October  3,  1825.— Am  Haven  Bank,  3's.  lO's,  payable  at  the  City  Bank  of  New  York.— 
New  London  Bank,  2's,  1820,  other  marks  same.  2's,  letter  A,  November  1, 1821,  Thatcher, 
Cashier;  Dennison,  Presiden*.  5's,  January  1,  1820,  letter  C.  5's,  payable  to  E.Perkins 
and  J.  Monson,  letter  C,  November,  1821.  lO's,  [spurious,]  letter  C,  payable  to  J.  Jones,  Ju- 
ly 7,  1823.— P/ztVizx  Bank  of  Hartford,  I's,  dated  March  1,  1818;  George  Beach,  Cashier, 
N.  Knox,  President,  engraved.  I's,  dated  August  1,  1821,  letter  A.  Ts,  payable  at  Litch- 
field, August  1,  1821,  letters  A  and  O.  2's,  January  1,  1818,  letter  D,  well  done.  3's,  paya- 
ble at  Litchfield,  dated  August  1,  1818.    3's,  dated  August  1,  1818.    3's,  dated  August  1. 

1819.  3's,  payable  to  H.  Hendricks,  letter  B,  July  1, 1823;  Sigoumey,  President.  5's,  paya- 
ble at  Litchfield,  August  1, 18^1.  lO's.  letter  D,  1  January,  1819.  payable  at  Mechanics'  Bank, 
New  York.  10"s,  letter  B,  No.  1822,  dated  1  January,  1821.  I'O's,  pay  able  to  S.  Sloan,  let- 
ter B,  July  21,  1821.  20's,  altered  from  a  1  of  March  1 .  1820,  letter  P.—Stanington  Bank,  5's. 
letter  A,  payable  to  W.  R.  Palmer,  November  4,  1822.  5's,  dated  November  4,  1822,  vig- 
nette coarse'  and  light. —  U7iion  Bank  of  New  London,  I's,  letter  G,  dated  July  1,  1821.  5's, 
payable  to  J.  Maiuiene,  January  1.  1812.  letter  C.    5's,  letter  C,  dated  January  1,  1822. — 

Windham  County  Bank.  3's,  letters  C  c,  dated  January  2, 1823.  5's,  payable  to  G.  Cobb, 
letter  A,  February  2,  1823. 

CITY  OF  NEW  YORK.— Bank  of  America.  5's.  payable  to  James  Monroe,  letter  F. 
Sept.  1,  1819.  5's,  payable  to  S.  Howland,  letter  A,  May  1,  1824-.— Bank  of  New  York,  I's, 
dated  Aug.  1, 1819.  I's,  old  plates,  payable  to  bearer,  Dec.  1, 1819  :  none  of  this  plate  now  in 
circulation.  2's,  letters  A  and  B,  dated  Dec.  1,  1819.  3's.  old  plate,  payable  to  bearer  :  no 
notes  of  this  plate  now  in  circulation.  .'3's,  letter  D,  dated  Jan.  4.  1820.  '5'3,  letter  D,  dated 
Jan.  4, 1825,  payable  to  C.  Stone  or  bearer.  lO's,  altered  from  I's,  letter  B. — Citij  Ba7ik,3's, 
letters  A  a,  Nov.  1,  1819;  ver}-  close  imitation. — Deliware  and  Hudson  Canal  Company,  5*s, 
altered  from  I's. — Franklin  Bank,  I's,  payable  to  H.  Astor,  letter  A,  January  1,  1821.  2's. 
letter  C,  well  executed.  3's.  payable  to  D.  Burlas  and  Lafayette,  letter  D,  October  20, 1819. 
3's,  October  20,  1819,  payable  to  C.  Rodgers,  letter  D.  3's,  letter  D,  dated  July  13,  1818. 
5's.  payable  to  William 'Underbill,  letter  C,  November  2.5,  1823.  5's,  payable  to  R.  King, 
letter  A,  February  23,  1822. — ManJmttan  Company,  I's,  June  1, 1821.  letter  L,  pay  bearer. 
I's,  letter  J,  January  1. 1822.     I's,  dated  February  11,  1824.     I's,  letters  I  i,  dated  June  1. 

1822.  3's,  very  well  executed,  letter  H,  July  4,  1821).  3's.  letter  K,  and  some  letter  I,  paya- 
ble to  William'Bavard  and  J.  McBride  ;  closely  imitated,  dated  May  1,  1825.  5's,  payable 
to  H.  Rutgers,  letters  G  g,  June  1,  1823.  5's,  payable  to  H.  Rutgers,  letter  E,  June  1, 1814. 
—Mechanics'  Bank,  I's,  dated  November  1. 1823.  2's.  January  1.  1814,  letter  H,  payable  to 
D.  Mark.    2"s,  dated  February  22.  1819.    iS's,  payable  to  J.  Fleming,  dated  November  1, 

1823.  3's.  payable  to  H.  C.  De  Rham,  letter  C,  dated  February  22.  1819.  5's,  dated  Feb- 
ruary 22,  1821.  5"s,  payable  to  F.  Cooper,  letter  D,  February  22,  1819.  lO's,  letter  H,  pay- 
able to  De  Witt  Clinton,  September  14.  1813.  old  plate.  lO's,  letter  C.  dated  February  22, 
1819.- Merchants' Bank,  I's.  [spurious,]  dated  May  1, 1824;  E.  Dudley,  President.  S.S.Clay, 
Cashier ;  [real]  L.  Catlin,  President,  Walter  Mead,  Cashier.  2"s.  letter  B,  signed  Walter 
Mead,  Cashier,  Lynde  Catlin,  President,  dated  Nov.  1,  1823.  [0=  Observe  in  the  bad  notes 
the  letter  t,  in  the  words  "  to  pay  the."  is  not  crossed.]     2's,  letter  A,  Sept.  4, 1824 ;  Vroom. 
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Character  of  the  Colored  Population. — In  the  last  Report, 
this  subject  was  exliibited  at  considerable  length.  From  a  deep  con- 
viction of  its  importance,  and  an  earnest  desire  to  keep  it  ever  before 

Cashier,  Watson,  President  5  no  such  President.  3's,  letter  F,  payable  to  bearer,  Au^st  4, 
1815.  3's,  letter  F,  payable  to  bearer,  [(C?  just  out.]  5's,  payable  to  B.  S.  Colt,  letter  E, 
March  1,  1826.— Phenix  Bank,  2's,  letter  C,  No.  1513,  dated  August  20,  1822.  2's,  letter  C, 
No.  2319,  dated  November  25,  1822.  2's,  letter  C,  November  25,  1822.  payable  to  J.  Robins. 
lO's,  [spurious,]  letter  B,  dated  April  1,  1822,  Ross,  Cashier,  Low,  President.  lO's,  [spurious.] 
payable  to  J.  Phickney,  dated  May  1,  1822  j  E.  Cuyler,  Cashier,  H.  Slidell,  President.  500'.s, 
payable  to  Rufus  King,  letter  B,  closely  imitated. —  Union  Bank,  I's,  letter  H.  2's,  payable 
to  L.  Cheeves,  July  19,  1818.  2's,  letter  A.  3's,  letter  E,  and  some  of  letter  F,  payable  to  G. 
Howland,  dated  May  1, 1825,  closely  imitated.  5's,  letter  D,  June  4, 1818,  payable  to  J.  Piatt, 
signed  Jno.  Low,  and  Amasa  Jackson. 

STATE  OF  NEW  YORK.— 5an/t  o/J/Z»amy,  5's,  old  plate,  June  1,1807,  letter  E,  paya- 
ble to  J.  Sunders.— iSanA:  of  Auburn,  5's,  letter  A,  "dated  April  1, 1817,  and  October  8,  1817.— 
Bank  ofClienango,  3's,  payable  to  F.  Mead,  letter  E,  September,  1818.  3's,  payable  to  D. 
Woods,  January  4,  1819.  3's,  payable  to  Truman  Enos,  letter  D,  September  4,"  1821.  3*s, 
payable  to  J.  C.  Yates,  dated  November  1,  1823.  3's,  letter  D,  payable  to  E.  Williams,  May 
2,  1825;  Milner,  President,  Birdsall,  Cashier.  3's,  payable  to  T.  Enos,  September  4,  1821, 
letter  D. — Bank  of  Columbia  at  Hudson.  .5's. — Bank  of  Geneva,  I's,  letter  A,  dated  January  1, 
1819.  I's,  payable  to  H.  Bogart,  dated  July  1,  1821.  2's,  payable  to  R.  Troup,  letter  A,  Oc- 
tober 1,  1818.    2's,  letter  A,  October  1,  1818  ;  Rees,  Cashier,  Dwight,  President.    5's,  letter 

A,  No.  1370,  dated  March  1,  1818.  lO's,  payable  to  R.  Troup,  dated  August  1,  1823.  lO's, 
August  1823,  payable  to  R.  Troup,  letter  A.  lO's,  payable  to  R.  Troup,  letter  A,  January  1, 
1824. — Bank  of  Newburgh,  5's,  payable  to  H.  Miller,  letter  G  dated  4  January  1817;  poorly 
done.  5's,  payable  to  N.  Paterson,  letter  G,  August  1, 1817.  5's,  dated  September  9,  1819 ; 
Walworth,  Cashier,  Belknap,  President. — Bank  of  Orange  Countij,  2's,  November  10,  1815, 
payable  to  E.  Burrell.  letter  B.  2's,  dated  July  1,  1820,  letters  B  b,  also  I's  and  3's.  3's,  let- 
ter C,  November  10,  1818.  5's,  letters  Cc,  January  1,  1820;  others,  C,  November  10,  1815. 
5's,  January  1,  1820,  letter  C,  pavable  to  N.  Denton. — Bank  of  Plaltsbnrgh.  b's.,  October  7, 
I8i7,  letter  B,  payable  to  S.  Wells.  5's,  October  16,  1817,  letter  A,  payable  to  E.  Piatt.— 
Bank  of  Troy,  2's,  letter  Y,  dated  May  2,  1814,  and  August  7,  1814.  3's,  letter  Z,  dated 
April  7, 1819  and  1821.  lO's,  letter  T,  and  others,  letter  F.  lO's,  payable  to  Jesse  Mott,  let- 
ter X,  dated  January  3,  1812.     lO's,  B.  Joslin,  other  maiks  same  as  paper. — Branch  Bank  at 

Waterford,  2's,  letter  A,  dated  September  G,  1823.— Catskill Bank,  2's,  dated  April  4th,  letter 
A. — Central  Bank  at  Cherry  Valley,  I's,  payable  to  P.  Mayher,  letter  A,  dated  February  4, 
1824.  I's,  letter  B,  dated  September  1,  1823.  I's,  May  1,1826,  letter  B.  3's,  letter  F, 
dated  May  14,  1818.  3's,  January  4,  1820,  letter  E,  payable  to  D.  Woods.  5's,  letter  E, 
January  8, 1819;  Schermerhorn,' Cashier,  White,  President. — Fanners'  Bank  of  Troy,  Vs, 
letter  E. — Jefferson  County  Bank,  3's,  dated  June  4,  1824. — Mechanics'  and  Farmers'  Bank, 
Albany,  2's,  dated  February 2, 1819 ;  Olcott,  Cashier,  Knower,  President.  2's,  dated  Novem- 
ber 1,"1819,  letter  X ;  Olcott,  Cashier,  Knower,  President.  3's,  payable  to  C.  E.  Dudley,  let- 
ter R,  June  12, 1820.— Middle  District  Bank,  5's,  letter  B ;  A.  G.  Storm,  President,  D.  Cool- 
edge,  Cashier.— iVew;  York  State  Bank  at  Albany,  2's,  letter  Q,  dated  May  1, 1819.  2's,  let- 
ter O,  dated  July  1,  1817.  Letters  T  t,  payable  to  R.  J.  Livingston,  dated  June  4,  1820.  5's, 
pa^'able  to  R.  Livingston,  letter  T,  Mav  1,  1821 ;  signature  poorly  done.  lO's,  letter  O,  dated 
Nov.  1  and  25, 1820.— OK^ano  Ba7ik,'Vii,  payable  at  Utica,  July  4,  1823,  Aug.  4,  1815,  letter 

B,  payable  to  J.  Parker.  2's,  Feb.  1,  1820  ;  other  marks  same  as  paper.  2's,  payable  to  B. 
Johnson.     5's,  payable  to  F.  Chapin,  letter  F.  February  1,  1820. — Ontario  Branch  Bunk  at 

Ulica,l's,  letter  B,  May  1,  1820  and  1821.  1  1-2's,  payable  at  Utica,  letter  A,  May  1,  1820. 
2's,  No.  1563,  letter  C,  dated  February  1,  1820.  3's,  letter  B,  dated  February  1,  1820.  5's, 
Johnson,  President,  J.  H.  Lalhrop,  Cashier. —  Utica  Bank,  lO's,  payable  to  R.  Brent,  letter  A, 
July  1,  1819. —  Wathington  arid  Warren.  Bank,  I's,  payable  to  A.  Bell,  letter  A,  August,  1824. 
I's,  1824,  other  marks  same  as  paper.    2's,  payable  to  L  Corse,  letters  Bb,  August  1,  1824. 

NEW  JERSEY.— Bank  of  New  Bmnswick,  3's,  signed  C.  W.  Dunham,  Cashier,  J.  R. 
Ilaenburgh,  President ;  payable  to  L.  Dunham,  March  6,  1817,  letter  A :  no  such  plates.  3's, 
payable  to  J.  Pool,  letter  A,  February  1,  1822;  well  done. — Commercial  Bank  at  Perihamboy, 
3's,  payable  to  W.  Bruen.  3's,  payable  to  John  Bmen,  letter  A.  dated  May  12,  1823,  and  Ju- 
ly 1,  1823;  Whitehead,  Cashier,  Parker,  President. — Hoboken  Banking  and  Grazing  Compa- 
ny, I's  altered  to  lO's  ;  there  is  no  steam-boat  on  the  genuine  lO's.  3's,  letter  A,  dated  April 
25,  1826. — Newark  Banking  and  Iiisuraiu-e  Company,  I's,  letter  C,  dated  22d  September, 
1818.  2's,  letter  C.  dated  January  9,  1822;  Condit,  President,  Beach,  Cashxer.-Paterson 
Bank,  2'g,  letter  C.  May  1,  1819,  payable  to  J.  M.  Reynolds.  2's,  letter  C,  No.  421,  dated 
November  1,  1823.     3's,  letter  B,  pa3able  to  G.  P.  Harper,  dated  1  April,  1818.     3's,  letter 

C,  dated  May  1,  1824.  5's,  letter  C.  dated  May  1,  1824.— State  Bank  at  Camden,  5's,  paya- 
ble to  A.  Gould,  letter  A,  March  4,  1821.  6's,  payable  to  J.  Adams,  letter  B,  dated  January 
7,  182.9..— State  Bank  at  Elizabethtoicn,  I's,  payable  to  T.  Salter,  letter  C,  January  6,  1824.- 
Slaie  Bank  of  Morris  at  Morristown,  I's,  dated  January  1,  1818.  I's,  letter  C,  January  1, 1820, 
payable  to  Jos.  Cutler.  I's,  dated  January  1, 1820,  letter  C;  no  genuine  of  this  date  out,  3's, 
[spurious,]  letter  E.    3's,  payable  to  S.  Condit,  dated  June  1, 1820.    3"s,  letter  F,  dated  Oc- 
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the  public  mind,  till  the  remedy  is  applied,  we  present  the  following 
table,  showing,  in  regard  to  several  States,  the  whole  population,  the 
colored  population,  the  whole  number  of  convicts,  the  number  of  col- 

tober  1, 1823.  3's,  payable  to  Jos.  Cutter,  May  1,  1824,  letter  E.— State  Bank  of  Newark,  \'s, 
letter  E,  dated  November  10,  1821.  I's,  payable  at  Mechanics'  Bank,  New  York,  letters  E  e, 
dated  November  10, 1821.  3's,  payable  at  Mechanics'  Bank,  New  York,  letter  V.— Stale  Bank 
at  New  Bnmswick,  3's,  payable  to  L.  Dunham,  letter  A,  dated  March  G,  1817.  5's,  payable 
to  C.  Smith,  letter  D,  September  12,  1819.  5's,  payable  to  S.  Bishop,  letters  D  and  E,  Feb- 
ruary 12, 1821.  lO's,  altered  from  I's,  letter  A,  pavable  to  J.  Marsh.  lO's,  letters  F  and  B, 
various  dates. — Sussex  Bank  at  Newton,  3's,  letter  t),  July  4,  1818,  payable  to  D.  Ford.  3's, 
August  4, 1818;  other  marks  same  as  paper.  3's,  payable  to  D.  Ford,  letter  D,  dated  March 
I,  t822. —  Trenton  Bankins;  Company,  I's,  payable  to  T.  Budd,  letter  C,  September  22,  1818. 
—  Washington  Bankai  Haclcensack,  [late  Weeliawkjl  I's  altered  to  lO's. 

PENNSYLVANIA.— 5a«^  of  North  Ame>-ica  in  Philadelphia,  5's.— Bank  oftJie  Northcni 
Liberties  in  Philadelphia,  20's,  payable  to  J.  Jenks,  letter  G,  dated  January  1, 1815. — Bank  nj 
Pennsylvania  in  Philadelphia,  5's,  letter  C.  5's,  payable  to  E.  Evans,  letter  C,  April  7,  1819. 
— Bank  of  Piltsburg,  lO's,  October  17, 1815,  letter  C,  payable  to  M.  Andrews. — Bridgeport 
M'inufacturi7ig  Company,  2's  j  [Xs"  no  such  institution.] — Commercial  Bank  of  Pennsybnnia 
in  Philadelphia,  5's,  payable  to  T.  Astley,  letter  B,  March  4,  1819  ;  Williams,  Cashier,  Bay- 
ard, President.  lO's.  payable  to  H.Clay,  letter  C,  January  8,  1824;  Williams,  Cashier, 
Bayard,  President. — Easton  Bank,  2's,  letter  A,  dated  July  3,1815.  lO's,  payable  to  J.  Post, 
dated  February  1,  1824,  letter  C. — Fanners'  Bank  of  Bucks  County,  5's.  lO's,  payable  to 
F.  Pincor,  letter  A,  dated  February  6,  1815.  lO's,  letter  A,  dated  September  4  and  10,  1819. 
— Farmers'  and  Meclmnics'  Bank  of  Pa.  lO's,  payable  to  P.  Soley,  dated  9th  March,  1824. — 
Gerard's  Bank  in  Philadelphia,  lO's,  letter  E,  payable  to  P.  Soley,  dated  5  February,  1825. 
50's,  letter  B. — Gettysburgh  Bank,  5's,  payable  to  J.  Kerr,  dated  November  1,  1821,  letters 
C  and  D. — Harrisburg  Bank,  5's,  May  14,1819,  letter  D,  payable  to  H.  Alward.  6's,  paya- 
ble to  J.  Ross,  letter  C,  November  3,  1820,  Simpson,  Cashier.  6's,  payable  to  R.  King,  letter 
C,  January  1,  \^2^.—Monigomerv  Countti  Bank,  5's,  letter  B,  dated  July  2,  1825.— iV««  Sa- 
lem Bank,  Fayette  County,  3's. — Philadelphia  Bank,  5's,  payable  to  V.  Wier,  letter  C,  Janua- 
ry 4,  1824.  5's,  payable  to  S.  Tice,  letter  C,  June  4,  1824 ;  Campbell,  Ca  '  ■'^r.  Read,  Presi- 
ffent.  lO's,  payable  to  J.  James  and  R.  Shade,  letter  C,  dated  September  / .  1319,  and  De- 
cember 8, 1820,  same  officers.  Silver  Lake  Bank  at  Montrose,  5's,  [spurious,]  payable  at  the 
union  Bank,  New  York. —  United  States  Bank,  5's,  letter  A,  dated  September  7, 1819;  Smith, 
Ccishier,  Cheeves,  President.  5's,  letter  H,  payable  to  J.  Peale,  Jr.  dated  September  7, 1819. 
."^O's,  payable  in  Philadelphia,  letter  B,  January  1,  1817.  500's,  payable  in  Philadelphia,  let- 
i  f  B,  January  1,  1817. —  WestmorelaTid  Bank,  3's. 

DELAWARE.— .Bara^  of  Delaware,  3's,  payable  to  J.  Erskine,  letter  D,  July  7, 1824,  Wor- 
rell, Cashier.  5's,  payable  to  S.  Bush,  letters  U  and  V,  September  9,  1821.  5's,  payable  to 
M.  Livingston,  May  5,  1824,  letter  F.— Farmers'  Bank  at  Dover,  I's,  letter  B,  March  3,1823; 
Comegys,  Cashier,  Rid^ely,  President.  3's,  payable  to  L.  McLane,  letter  C,  September  15. 
1815. —  Wilmington  and  Brandijicine  Bank,  3's,  payable  to  J.  Jones,  June  26,  1814 ;  Byrnes, 
Cashier,  May,  President.  20's,  payable  to  C.  Adams,  letter  B,  dated  July  4,  1823; 'Evan 
Thomas,  Cashier,  John  Forbert,  President. 

MARYLAND. — Annapolis  Branch  Bank,  3's,  John  Pinckney,  Cashier,  H.  H.  Harwood, 
President. — Easton  Branch  Bank,  2's,  payable  to  Ns.  Hammond,  letter  B,  April  1  and  8, 1818. 
— Elkton  Batik  of  Maryland,  lO's,  payable  to  J.  Sewall,  letter  A,  July  4,  1821. — Farmers' 
Bank  of  Maryland,  ^Elkton  Branch,]  5's,  letter  H,  dated  September  4,  \'&\3.— Franklin  Bank 
of  Baltimore,  5's,  same  date ;  Jas.  L.  Hawkins,  Cashier,  P.  Moore,  President.  lOO's,  dated  1st 
December,  1819,  payable  to  A.  Leskin. — Hagerstown  Bank,  2's,  payable  to  D.  Sprigg,  letter 
B,  November  21,  1814.— MxriW  Bank  of  Baltimore,  Vs.  2's,  dated  November  2.  1819,  letter 
D ;  J.  Beir,  Cashier.  3's,  dated  September  5,  1819 ;  J.  Burr,  Cashier,  Wallworth,  President. 
5's,  dated  June  2,  1817,  pay  to  J.  Rogers.  5's,  C,  text  hand,  payable  to  M.  Morris,  dated 
April  4th,  1826 ;  signed  J.  Bier,  Cashier,  and  Hezekiah  Waters,  President. — Mechanics'  Bank 
of  Baltimore,  2's,  letter  A. 

DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA.— i?a7tio/^ferunrfria,10's,  payable  to  H.  Clay,  letter  D, 
September  1,  1824.— 5a»it  of  the  Metropolis,  3's,  January  1,  1815;  A.  Kerr,  Cashier,  J.  P. 
Van  Ness,  President. — Farmers'  Bank  of  Alexandria,  5's,  letter  B,  November  5,  1821,  paya- 
ble to  John  Jay;  Hoof,  Cashier,  Scott,  President.  lO's,  letter  D,  November  5,  1821,  pavd- 
ble  to  John  Jay. — Corporation  Bank  of  Georgetovm,  2's,  dated  November  27,  182i,  and  De- 
cember 23,  1824. —  Union  Bank  of  Geors-etoivn,  3's,  payable  to  William  Penn,  December  1, 
1818;  English,  Cashier,  Bradley.  President.  5's,  pavable  to  B.  Stoddart,  letter  B,  Decem- 
ber 20,  IS15.— Patriotic  Bank  of  Washington,  \00's.— Treasury  Notes,  5's  and  lO's. 

VIRGINIA.— BariA-  of  Virginia,  lO's,  payable  to  P.  Quarles,  letter  D,  December  10, 
1812 ;  Dandridge,  Cashier,  Brockenbrough,  President.  lO's,  dated  June 4, 1817.  10's,dated 
June  4,  1817  ;  dot  of  the  i  in  cashier's  name  omitted.  lO's,  payable  at  Richmond,  to  W.  Boil- 
ing, letter  B,  dated  February  23, 1 819 ;  Dandridge,  Cashier,  Brockenbrough,  President.  ICs, 
dated  April  2,  1826,  payable  to  R.  Grav.    20's,  letter  B,  No.  593,  payable  to  J.  CJark ;  Dan- 
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ored  convicts,  proportion  of  convicts  to  the  whole  population,  propor- 
tion of  colored  convicts. 

I         III        3.       ^. 
I-       I      ^1    si     1^      la 


&  o  !s  ;e;  ft,  ft, 

Mass.              623,000  '  7,000  314         50  1  to  74  1  to  6 

Conn.              275,000  8,000  117  39  1  to  34  1  to  3 

N.  York,      1,372,000  39,000  637  154  1  to  35  1  to  4 

N.  Jersey,      277,000  20,000           74         24  1  to  13  1  to  3 

Penn.           1,049,000  30,000  474  165  1  to  34  1  to  3 

OB,  Proportion  of  the  Populcf,-  Proportion  of  the  Colored  Papu- 

tion  sent  to  Prison.  lation  sent  to  Pi-ison. 

In  Massachusetts,  1  out  of  1665  1  out  of  140 

In  Connecticut,  1  out  of  2350  1  out  of  205 

In  New  York,  1  out  of  2153  1  out  of  253 

In  New  Jersey,  1  out  of  3743  1  out  of  833 

In  New  York,  1  out  of  2191  1  out  of  181 

dridge,  Cashier.  Brockenbroug-h,  President.  20's,  dated  March  25,  1822;  [[CT  the  words 
"  Bank  of  Virginia,"  are  placed  in  border  on  the  right  hand  instead  of  the  left;  the  word 
"  Twenty"  in  the  left,  instead  of  the  right.] — Farmers'  Bank  of  Virginia,  lOO's,  payable  at 
Lynchburgh  Branch,  to  William  Radford,  letters  D  and  A,  dated  April  2,  1818;  Hatcher, 
President.  lOO's,  payable  at  Winchester  Branch;  Nichols,  President,  Hatcher,  Cashier. — 
Petershurgh  Branch  Bank,  lOO's  and  200's  same,  payable  at  Richmond. — Richmond  Bank, 
200'.s  payable  to  C.  Grauut,  dated  April  2, 1825.—  Valley  Bank,  lOO's,  payable  in  Romncy, 
letter  A,  May  21,  1818. 

NORTH  CAROLINA.— Cape  Fear  Bank  at  Wilmington,  lO's,  payable  to  G.  B.  R.  Sil- 
by,  letter  C,  November  3,  1814.  3's,  payable  to  Samuel  Craig,  January  5,  1818 ;  Potts, 
Cfashier,  Williams,  President.  lO's,  payable  to  J.  Smith,  letter  C,  January  1.  1815.  50's, 
dated  January  1,  1816. — Slate  Bank  of  NoHh  Carolina,  I's,  payable  to  James  Collins,  at  the 
Edenton  Branch.  2's,  payable  at  Raleigh,  to  R.  Smith,  letter  D,  July  21,  1817 ;  Haywood, 
Cashier,  W.  Polk,  President.  5's,  payable  to  H.  Collins,  letter  C,  November  5,  1814;  Hay- 
wood, Cashier,  W.  Polk,  President.  lO's,  payable  to  R.  Potter,  letter  B,  March  4,  1812; 
Haywood,  Cashier,  W.  Polk,  President.  20's.  [(0=  You  may  detect  the  5's,  lO's,  and  20's 
of  the  State  Bank,  by  observing,  that  on  the  i  ight  hand  and  on  the  top  of  the  bills,  there  is  a 
stamp  of  a  die,  with  5, 10,  or  20,  as  the  case  may  be,  having  around  it  22  small  circles  or 
dots  m  the  genuine,  but  the  bad  notes  have  but  20.  They  are  gencrallv  filled  up  payable  to 
H.  Collins.] 

SOUTH  CAROLINA.— ^a^zA:  of  South  Carolina,  20's,  no  date,  no  name.— Planters'  and 
Mechanics'  Bank  of  Charleston,  5's ;  T.  Blackwood,  President,  D.  Ravenal,  Cashier.  50's,  let- 
ter D,  September  4,  1823  ;  T.  Blackwood,  President,  D.  Ravenal,  Cashier.  IGO's,  letter  D, 
September  4,  1823;  T.  Blackwood,  President,  D.  Ravenal,  Cash'wr.—Sotdh  Carolina  Bank 
at  Charleston,  10's,  payable  to  R.  Dever,  dated  1824;  Thomas  W.  Bacol,  Cashier.  lOO's, 
dated  1823 ;  Thomas  W.  Bacot,  Cashier.—  Union  BanJc  of  Charleston,  50's  j  [[13=  no  such  bills 
issued  by  this  bank.] 

GEORGIA.— P/an^ers'  Bank,  Georgia,  5's,  lO'.s,  50's  and  lOO's,  silky,  white  paper.  lO's 
letter  C,  payable  to  J.  Minis,  dated  Savannah,  December  14,  1815;  J.  Marshall,  Cashier,  J 
Bolton,  President. — State  Bank  of  Georgia,  20's,  letter  K,  payable  to  S.  Hall,  dated  Savannah, 
October  27,  1821,  of  the  Graphic  Company's  p^aies.— Bank  of  Augusta,  5'&,  lO's,  50's  and 

OHIO.— German  Bank  of  Wooster,  Ws.—  Vi^estem  Reserve  Bank,  2's,  5's  and  lO's. 

ALABAMA.— lOO's,  payable  to  W.  Tate,  letter  C,  December  20,  1820. 

LOUISIANA.— Ban^o/Loumam,  5's,  lO's  and  lOO's.—Bank  of  New  Orleans,  50's,  dated 
January,  1817 ;  also  lOO's. 

CANADA.— 5an^  of  Canada,  I's  and  5's. — Canada  Bank,  5's,  payable  to  S.  Armour, 
June  11,  1823;  M.  Kenzie,  President,  R.  Armour,  Cashier. — Bank  of  Montreal,  I's,  payable 
to  J.  Findley,  March,  1825,  letter  H  ;  Griffin,  Cashier,  Gerrard,  President.  5's,  letter  C,  Oc- 
tober 2,  1825.  lO's,  payable  to  B.  Holmes ;  Griffin,  Cashier,  Gray.  President.— QueZiec  Bank, 
lO's. —  Upper  Canada  Bank,  3's,  5's  and  lO's. 
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Expense  for  the  Support  of  Colored  Convicts. 

In  Massachusetts,                     in  10  years, 

$  17,734 

In  Connecticut,                         in  15  years. 

37,166 

In  New  York,                          in  27  years. 

109,166 

Total,  $164,066 

Such  is  the  abstract  of  the  information  presented  last  year  concern- 
ing the  degraded  character  of  the  colored  population.  The  returns 
from  several  Prisons  show,  that  the  white  convicts  are  remaining 
nearly  the  same,  or  are  diminishing,  while  the  colored  convicts  are 
increasing.  At  the  same  time  the  white  population  is  increasing  in 
the  northern  States  much  faster  than  the  colored  population. 


Whole  No.  of 

Cobred  Con- 

Proportion 

. 

Convicts. 

victs. 

In  Massachusetts, 

313 

50 

1  to  6 

In  New  York, 

381 

101 

1  to  4 

In  New  Jersey,      ^ 

67 

33 

1  to  2 

13.  Inattention  of  the  Christian  Community. — It  is  a  general  fact,  that 
the  Prisons,  in  the  Atlantic  States  south  of  the  Potomac,  are  not  visited 
at  all  by  ministers  or  Christians.  Of  course  they  have  no  religious 
ser^ace  on  the  Sabbath ;  no  Sabbath  school  for  the  instruction  of 
young  convicts ;  and  no  attention  from  the  philanthropist  and  Chris- 
tian, to  prevent  abuses  which  may  possibly  exist  in  these  miserable 
places.  In  all  this  district  of  country,  it  is  not  known  that  an  asso- 
ciation of  benevolent  individuals  has  ever  been  formed  with  reference 
to  this  subject. 

In  the  District  of  Columbia,  the  miseries  of  its  Prisons  have  become 
proverbial,  and  the  real  state  of  things  has  been  withheld  from  the 
public  prints,  from  regard  to  the  character  of  the  country. 

In  the  Baltimore  Jail,  it  does  not  require  much  time,  unless  its  cha- 
racter is  changed  within  two  years,  to  perceive  the  effects  of  intoxi- 
cating liquors  within  its  walls  :  an  evil  which  could  hardly  be  supposed 
to  exist,  if  the  Christian  community  in  that  city  had  been  awake  on 
the  subject. 

In  Philadelphia,  there  still  exists,  on  Walnut  street,  one  of  the  most 
extensive  and  corrupt  Prisons  in  this  whole  country.  Its  crowded 
night  rooms  ;  its  undisciplined  throng  ;  its  enormous  expense  ;  its 
dreadful  mortality ;  its  issues  of  highway  robbers,  incendiaries,  and 
thieves,  as  proved  by  its  recommitments,  are  believed  not  to  be  sur- 
passed by  any  Prison  in  the  United  States.  This  state  of  things  could 
not  remain  as  it  is,  if  the  Christian  community  generally,  in  Pliiladel- 
phia,  had  felt  that  interest  in  this  subject,  which  has  been  felt  by  a 
few  philanthropic  individuals,  through  whose  influence  a  most  mag- 
nificent and  costly  Prison  has  been  partially  built.  It  is,  however, 
to  be  greatly  lamented,  that  this  Prison  will  not  probably  be  finished 
in  less  than  five  years  :  during  which  time,  at  the  present  rate 
OF  mortality,  a  number  of  convicts,  equal  to  one  half  the 
NUMBER  NOW  IN  PRISON,  WILL  HAVE  DIED.  But  morc  to  bc  drcadcd 
even  than  death  are  the  unutterable  abominations,  which  are  not  of 
unfrequent  recurrence  in  this  Prison,  and  which  cannot  be  prevented 
7  * 
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while  it  shall  continue  to  be  occupied.  Surely,  if  these  things  were 
known  and  felt  by  the  Christian  churches  in  that  city,  the  work  of 
reform  would  proceed  more  rapidly. 

In  New  York,  the  miseries  of  Bridewell  and  the  Penitentiary,  in 
regard  to  jail  fever  and  mortality,  have  been  already  described.  But 
more  to  be  lamented  even  than  this  is  the  contagion  of  sin,  contracted 
in  the  indiscriminate  mingling  of  two  thousand  persons  annually,  of 
all  ages  and  degrees  of  guilt,  in  Bridewell.  It  is  not  to  be  supposed, 
that  a  public  nuisance,  which  has  been  presented  as  such  again  and 
again  by  the  grand  jury,  should  remain  till  this  time,  within  twenty 
rods  of  the  City  Hall,  in  New  York,  if  the  churches  of  Christ,  and  the 
ministers  of  the  Gospel,  had  done  their  duty. 

In  Connecticut,  the  opinion  has  prevailed  extensively,  nearly  twenty 
years,  that  Newgate  was  the  best  Prison  in  this  country ;  and  yet  a 
very  imperfect  representation  of  its  character  within  the  last  two  years 
has  produced  a  great  change  in  public  opinion.  If  it  were  necessary, 
much  more  might  be  written  concerning  this  miserable  place,  under 
each  of  the  following  heads  :  its  filth  ;  its  punishments  ;  its  hard  and 
unprofitable  labor  ;  its  enormous  expense  ;  its  unsatisfactory  accounts ; 
its  proportion  of  recommitments  ;  its  abuses  and  contaminating  vices. 
We  are,  however,  disposed  to  draw  a  veil  over  the  whole,  since  a  new 
Prison  is  built,  and  the  convicts  are  soon  to  be  removed  to  it.  At  the 
same  time,  it  should  serve  as  a  beacon,  to  be  held  in  lasting  remem- 
brance, of  what  a  Prison  may  become,  almost  in  the  centre  of  a  Chris- 
tian State,  merely  because  its  true  character  is  not  understood ;  and  as 
evidence  of  the  importance  of  visiting  and  describing  such  places  ;  for 
no  sooner  were  the  respectable  citizens  in  different  parts  of  the  State 
truly  informed  on  this  subject,  than  a  law  was  passed,  with  great  una- 
nimity, to  abandon  the  place  utterly,  and  build  a  new  Prison. 

In  Massachusetts,  nothing  more  need  be  said  concerning  the  Prison 
at  Charlestown  ; — we  only  refer  to  the  description  which  has  been 
given  of  the  condition  of  the  lunatics  in  the  jails  of  this  Common- 
wealth and  how,  we  ask,  can  these  things  be  explained  ;  on  any  other 
supposition  than  that  they  have  been  unknown  ?  That  this  is  the 
reason  is  rendered  probable  by  the  fact,  that,  when  there  were  ru- 
mors only  of  the  existence  of  these  evils  in  the  Prisons  of  this  Com- 
monwealth, a  committee  of  one  from  each  county  was  appointed  by 
the  Legislature  to  examine  the  subject.  That  committee  has  visited 
nearly  every  jail  and  house  of  correction  in  the  State,  and  prepared  a 
report,  accompanied  with  two  bills,  providing  for  such  changes,  in 
regard  to  the  imprisonment  of  lunatics,  and  other  evils,  as  the  case 
requires.  It  remains  to  be  seen,  whether  such  evils  will  be  suffered 
by  the  Legislature,  after  the  facts  are  known. 

III.     Remedy  for  the  principal  Evils. 

1.  Good  Officers : 

2.  Profitable  Employment : 

3.  Solitary   Confinement  at  Night: 

4.  Hard  Labor  by  Day : 

5.  Means  to  prevent  evil  Communication: 

6.  Means  of  Instruction  : 
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7.  Houses  of  Refuge  for  Juvenile  Delinquents : 

8.  A  Jail  Delivery  of  Lunatics  : 

9.  Attention  to  Health: 

10.  Attention  to  the  Causes  of  Crime: 

11.  Combined  and  powerful  Christian  Effort. 

1.  Good  Officers. —  They  should  be  temperate  men.  It  is  injurious  to 
see  red  faces  in  the  government  of  Prisons ;  for  the  convicts  say,  at 
once,  these  men  indulge  in  a  vice,  which  shows  itself  in  their  faces ; 
how  do  we  know  that  we  cannot  tempt  them  to  do  other  improper 
acts  ;  such  as  furnishing  us  prohibited  articles,  and  thus  enabling  us  to 
prosecute  our  designs  of  mischief  here  ;  or  letting  us  out  to  prey  upon 
society,  and  immediately  receiving  us  again  to  the  Prison,  as  a  place 
of  protection  ?  If  we  cannot  do  this,  we  have  no  respect  for  them  ; 
and,  if  they  punish  us,  it  may  be  because  they  are  intoxicated.  It  is 
useless  to  attempt  to  do  us  any  good,  under  the  government  of  such 
men. 

To  prevent  this  evil,  there  ought  to  be  no  place  of  rendezvous,  and 
no  appointed  time  in  the  Prison  for  drinking  spirituous  liquors.  This 
remark  is  applicable,  particularly,  to  Penitentiaries.  And  in  regard  to 
county  Prisons,  there  should  be  no  tavern  in  the  house  of  the  keeper. 
The  Committee  of  the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts,  finding  this  to 
be  the  fact  in  several  counties  of  the  Commonwealth,  have  reported 
a  law  forbidding  it.  If  keepers  of  Prisons,  in  addition  to  all  their 
other  temptations,  must  be  exposed  to  those  of  a  tavern  and  a  bar- 
room, the  danger  is,  if  they  are  temperate  when  they  enter  upon  the 
duties  of  their  office,  they  will  be  intemperate  before  they  resign  them. 
It  is  not  to  be  concealed,  that  in  some  of  our  Penitentiaries  are  places 
of  rendezvous  for  drinking  ardent  spirits ;  very  near  to  the  gates  of 
others  are  taverns,  to  which  some  of  the  keepers  resort ;  and  in  all 
are  duties  to  be  performed,  which  may  make  a  temperate  man  feel  the 
need  of  stimulating  liquor.  The  keepers,  therefore,  should  be  men  of 
inveterate  sobriety. 

They  should  be  men  of  unceasing  vigilance.  The  convicts  are  prone 
to  idleness  ;  many  of  them  never  having  been  inured  to  habits  of  in- 
dustry ;  and  they  are  cunning  and  deceitful,  seeking  places  that  they 
may  spend  their  time  in  mischief.  When,  therefore,  convicts  may  be 
found,  in  many  places  \\'ithin  the  walls  of  a  Penitentiary,  removed 
from  the  presence  and  oversight  of  a  keeper,  it  indicates  great  want 
of  vigilance  in  the  keepers.  By  a  statement  already  made,  it  appears, 
that  such  facts  are  of  common  occurrence  in  several  Penitentiaries. 
In  others,  the  keepers  are  often  found  in  considerable  numbers  in  the 
guard-room,  or  lounging  about  the  yard.  There  are  some  honorable 
exceptions  to  this  remark ;  where  the  vigilance  of  the  keepers  is 
scarcely  surpassed  by  the  never  ceasing  attention  of  teachers  in  Lan- 
casterian  schools.  This  is  as  it  should  be.  Keepers  must  be  vigilant, 
or  Penitentiaries  will  remain  schools  of  vice. 

They  should  be  men  of  pure  and  chaste  conversation.  If  they  are 
severe  and  passionate,  or  even  petulant  in  their  manner  of  speaking  ; 
if  they  are  profane  and  obscene  ;  if  they  revile  religion,  or  even  do  not 
speak  respectfully  of  it ;  if  they  feel  themselves  at  home,  when  con- 
versing with  convicts  in  perfect  accordance  with  the  taste  and  habits 
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of  the  convict ;  what  is  to  be  expected,  but  an  amalgamation  of  oflS- 
cers  and  keepers  in  one  corrupt  mass  ?  Some  security  may  exist 
against  so  great  an  evil,  by  selecting  men  for  this  station  of  pure  and 
chaste  conversation,  and  dismissing  those  of  an  opposite  character.  It 
is  painful  to  testify,  that  there  are  men,  in  several  Penitentiaries  at  the 
present  time,  who  are  not  an  example  in  this  respect  worthy  of  imita- 
tion, and,  more  than  this,  who  are  confirming  the  habits  of  convicts  in 
sin  by  their  own  ungodliness.  This  ought  not  to  be.  They  ought 
to  be  men  of  pure  and  chaste  conversation. 

They  ought  to  be  men  who  fear  God.  What  other  security  can  be 
sufficient  to  restrain  them  from  the  temptations  incident  to  their  situa- 
tion ?  Few  men  have  greater  temptations  to  fraud ;  few  men  have 
greater  trials  of  their  temper  ;  few  men  become  abusive  and  injurious 
with  greater  impunity ;  none  have  greater  opportunities  to  learn  the 
arts  of  mischief.  What  man,  who  does  not  fear  God,  ought  to  be 
placed  in  such  a  situation  ?  It  is  devoutly  to  be  desired,  that  men  of 
this  character  should  be  found,  in  greater  numbers,  who  will  be  willing 
to  deny  themselves  some  of  the  comforts  of  life  for  the  good  they  may 
do  in  Prisons.  They  ought  to  remember,  however,  that  their  own 
principles  should  be  very  well  established,  before  they  expose  them- 
selves to  the  temptations  of  such  places. 

They  ought  to  possess  great  benevolence.     About  three  thousand  of 
the  greatest  villains  in  our  country  are  constantly  in  our  Penitentiar- 
iies.     They  are  placed  under  the  immediate  care  of  about  two  hun- 
dred individuals.     The  opportunity  of  usefulness,  here  enjoyed,  is  seen 
hy  what  Elizabeth  Fry  has  done  in  Newgate,  and  what  Howard 
has  done  in  many  Prisons.     It  is  common  to  look  upon  these  persons 
as  more  than  mortal ;  while,  in  fact,  they  are  persons  of  like  passions 
with  others.     The  great  secret  of  their  success  appears  to  be,  that  they 
both  LABORED  MUCH,  with  great  benevolence,  in  a  department  of  hu- 
man afl^airs,  which  most  persons  of  the  same  spirit  neglect  altogether. 
This  is  undeniably  the  great  reason  why  their  success  appears  to  the 
world  to  be  so  wonderful.     The  same  powers  might  have  been  de- 
voted to  some  other  cause,  with  equal  industry  and  perseverance,  and 
the  persons  never  have  been  heard  of  out  of  the  circle  of  private 
friendship.     These  things  are  not  said  to  detract  from  the  immortal 
honors  which  belong  to  either ;  but  to  allure  others  of  similar  charac- 
ter to  the  same  field  of  usefulness.     If  such  persons  could  be  found, 
not  only  to  visit  Prisons,  but  to  become  officers  in  them,  incalculable 
good  would  be  done.     And  is  this  too  much  to  expect  ?     Out  of  ten 
millions  of  inhabitants  in  this  country,  are  there  not  a  sufficient  num- 
ber, besides  those  already  engaged,  who  have  all  the  prudence,  wis- 
dom, self-denial,  and  benevolence  necessary  to  qualify  them  for  a  most 
acceptable  discharge  of  the  duties  of  this  station  ;  and  who  not  only 
possess  the  necessary  qualifications,  but  the  disposition,  to  enter  a  field 
of  so  great  usefulness  ?     The  time,  we  believe,  is  approaching,  when 
it  will  be  more  generally  felt,  that  the  station  is  one  of  great  import- 
ance ;  and  when  persons  of  elevated  character  shall  be  made  willing 
in  greater  numbers  to  accept  the  trust.     When  this  is  done,  and  our 
Prisons  are  furnished  throughout  with  good  officers,  then  will  much 
have  been  done  towards  making  them,  what  they  were  designed  to  be, 
places  of  punishment,  restraint,  obedience,  correction,  and  reforma- 
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tion  ;  and  not  what  they  have  been,  to  a  lamentable  extent,  seminaries 
of  vice. 

2.  Profitable  Employment. — This  is  more  difficult,  with  bad  officers, 
a  bad  location,  and  a  great  diversity  of  curious  and  difficult  branches 
of  business,  than  in  other  circumstances  ;  but  in  every  Penitentiary, 
where  hard  labor  is  the  business  of  the  convicts,  something  must  be 
radically  wrong,  if  the  Institution  does  not  at  least  support  itself.  It 
has  been  done  in  Vermont,  according  to  the  statement  of  the  superin- 
tendent, about  five  years,  by  weaving  ;  it  has  been  done,  and  much 
more  has  been  done  in  New  Hampshire,  a  longer  period,  by  hammer- 
ing granite  ;  it  has  been  much  more  than  done  in  Massachusetts,  three 
years,  principally  by  hammering  granite  ;  it  has  been  more  than  done 
in  the  female  department  of  the  Baltimore  Penitentiary,  principally  by 
spinning,  sewing,  and  knitting ;  it  remains,  therefore,  yet  to  be  proved, 
that  it  cannot  be  done  in  other  Penitentiaries. 

The  following  table  exhibits  the  net  proceeds  of  several  Prisons, 
after  defraying  every  expense. 


Baltimore, 

New  Hampshire 

Massachttsdis. 

Female  Department. 

1822 

$  192,50 

1823 

263,82 

$  227,63 

1824 

1,799,61 

$312,78 

302,04 

1825 

5,340,57 

9,151,37 

1826  8,819,17 

3.  Solitary  Confinement  at  Night. — Sufficient  evidence  was  exhibits 
ed  in  the  last  Report,  that  there  is  no  difference  of  opinion  among 
well  informed  men  on  this  subject. 

Melancholy  evidence  was  also  exhibited  of  the  crowded  state  of 
the  night  rooms  in  several  Penitentiaries.  "  In  New  Hampshire  and 
Vermont,  from  two  to  six  are  lodged  in  each  room ;  in  Massachusetts, 
from  four  to  sixteen  ;  in  Connecticut,  at  Newgate,  from  fifteen  to 
thirty-two  ;  in  New  York  city,  tv/elve ;  in  New  Jersey,  ten  or  twelve ; 
in  Pennsylvania,  twenty-nine,  thirty,  and  thirty-one ;  in  Maryland, 
from  seven  to  ten  ;  in  Virginia,  from  two  to  four." 

It  is  the  principal  object  here  to  show  the  progressive  improvement 
and  the  present  state  of  our  Prisons  in  this  respect 

In  the  Maine  Prison,  the  number  of  prisoners  in  August,  1826,  was 
eighty-two ;  the  number  of  cells  fifty ;  in  twenty-eight  cells,  one  in 
each  ;  in  twenty-two,  two  in  each.  In  Vermont  and  New  Hamp- 
shire there  has  been  no  change  during  the  last  year. 

In  Massachusetts  the  foundation  of  the  new  Prison,  to  contain  three 
hundred  cells,  on  the  Auburn  plan,  is  laid  within  the  walls  of  the 
yard,  at  Charlestown,  and  the  first  story  of  cells  is  partly  built. 

In  Connecticut,  the  new  Prison  at  Weathersfield,  on  the  Auburn 
plan,  containing  one  hundred  and  thirty-six  cells,  is  nearly  finished, 
and  Avill  be  ready  for  the  reception  of  all  the  convicts  from  Newgate 
in  September. 

In  New  York  city,  at  the  Penitentiary,  on  the  East  River,  the  par- 
tition walls  have  been  removed  from  a  part  of  one  wing  of  the  building, 
and  thirty-two  cells  on  the  Auburn  plan  constructed. 
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At  the  House  of  Refuge  for  Juvenile  Delinquents,  in  New  York, 
two  buildings  have  been  erected,  on  the  Auburn  plan,  one  for  boys, 
containing  one  hundred  and  thirty-two  sleeping  rooms,  and  one  for 
girls,  containing  sixty-eight. 

At  Sing  Sing,  thirty  miles  above  New  York,  on  the  east  bank  of 
the  North  River,  two  hundred  and  twenty-four  cells  are  completed, 
on  the  same  plan,  in  the  building  designed  to  contain,  when  finished, 
eight  hundred. 

At  Auburn,  the  number  of  cells  exceeds  the  number  of  prisoners 
more  than  one  hundred. 

In  New  Jersey,  the  prisoners  have  been  all  removed  from  that  part 
of  the  building  formerly  occupied,  where  the  night  rooms  were  crowd- 
ed, and  confined  in  the  south  wing,  in  cells  designed  originally  for 
solitary  confinement ;  but  so  constructed,  that  the  prisoners  can  have 
free  communication  with  each  other,  subject  to  no  inspection  from  the 
keepers.  The  number  of  prisoners  is  sixty-seven,  and  the  number  of 
cells  but  forty. 

In  Pennsylvania,  the  new  Prison  at  Pittsburg,  containing  two  hun- 
dred and  fifty  solitary  cells,  on  a  plan,  the  ground  view  of  which  will 
be  exhibited  in  this  Report,  has  been  so  far  completed  as  to  admit 
prisoners. 

In  Philadelphia,  the  new  Prison,  which  is  partly  built,  has,  erected 
within  its  walls,  three  ranges  of  cells,  containing  one  hundred  and 
eight,  not  yet  completed,  on  a  plan  diff'ering  from  that  adopted  either 
at  Pittsburg  or  Auburn,  the  ground  view  of  which  will  be  also  ex- 
hibited. 

In  Maryland,  the  Governor  recommended,  in  his  message  to  the 
Legislature  at  the  opening  of  the  last  session,  the  erection  of  a  build- 
ing, in  the  Baltimore  Penitentiary,  for  the  purpose  of  solitary  confine- 
ment at  night,  and  an  appropriation  was  made  for  the  purpose  of 
thirty  thousand  dollars. 

In  the  District  of  Columbia,  not  only  the  new  Penitentiary,  but  the 
county  Prisons  in  Washington  and  Alexandria,  are  to  contain  cells,  on 
the  Auburn  plan,  for  solitary  confinement  at  night  :  the  Penitentiary 
is  to  contain  one  hundred  and  sixty. 

In  Virginia,  Georgia,  Kentucky,  and  Ohio,  it  is  not  known  that  any 
change  has  been  made,  during  the  last  year,  in  the  night  rooms  of  the 
Penitentiaries. 

It  must  be  gratifying  to  every  friend  of  humanit}^,  and  every  enemy 
of  systematic,  combined,  and  desolating  villany,  to  know  that  so  much 
progress  has  been  made  towards  providing  in  our  Prisons  suitable 
apartments  for  solitary  confinement  at  night. 

4.  Hard  Labor  by  Day. — Some  of  the  reasons  in  favor  of  hard  labor 
are  the  following  :  it  is  productive  ;  it  is  healthy  ;  it  teaches  convicts 
how  they  may  support  themselves  when  they  leave  the  Prison  ;  it  is  refor- 
matory ;  it  is  consonant  with  republican  principles. 

It  is  productive.  It  has  already  been  seen,  that  several  Penitentia- 
ries, in  this  way,  more  than  support  themselves ;  and  the  opinion  has 
been  expressed,  that  something  is  radically  wrong  in  others,  where  the 
same  is  not  done.  This  opinion  is  not  expressed  without  the  know- 
ledge of  a  multitude  of  facts,  besides  those  already  stated,  which  leave 
our  own  minds  as  fully  convinced  on  this  subject,  as  the  minds  of  the 
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Commissioners  of  the  Legislatures  of  Connecticut  and  New  York.  The 
former  say,  in  substance,  that  they  have  yet  to  learn,  why  a  Peniten- 
tiary in  Connecticut  cannot  support  itself ;  and  the  latter,  that  "  the 
Prison  at  Auburn,  and  every  other  State  Prison,  ought  to  defray  its 
own  expenses." 

It  is  healthy.  The  London  Medical  Repository  states,  that  the 
deaths,  in  the  Prison  at  Metz,  were  diminished  one  half  by  the  intro- 
duction of  labor  ;  and  in  the  Prisons  of  France,  generally,  the  mortality 
which,  before  the  year  1819,  had  been  in  the  Prisons  of  Paris,  as  well 
as  in  the  provincial  Prisons,  one  to  twenty-three,  had  been  diminished 
to  one  in  thirty-three.  This  saving  of  life  is  attributed,  chiefly,  to  one 
of  the  most  beneficial  measures  of  the  Royal  Society  for  the  improve- 
ment of  Prisons,  viz.  the  introduction  of  labor. 

In  regard  to  our  own  country,  it  has  been  stated,  that  the  mortality 
at  Charlestown,  Mass.,  at  Auburn,  N.  Y.,  and  at  Lamberton,  N.  J.,  is 
about  one  to  fifty,  or  two  per  cent. ;  in  Maine,  New  Hampshire,  Ver- 
mont, and  the  House  of  Refuge  in  New  York  city,  less  than  one  to 
fifty.     In  all  these  Prisons  hard  labor  is  the  business  of  the  convicts. 

It  is  true,  indeed,  that  the  mortality  in  the  State  Prison  in  New 
York  city,  and  in  the  old  county  Prison  in  Philadelphia,  on  Walnut- 
street,  has  been  many  years  one  to  eighteen,  or  six  per  cent. ;  even 
greater  than  that  of  the  Prisons  in  France,  in  their  most  sickly  condi- 
tion ;  but,  when  the  examination  shall  be  made  (which  ought  soon  to 
be  made,)  of  the  causes  of  this  dreadful  mortality,  there  is  no  reason 
to  apprehend  that  it  will  be  attributed  to  hard  labor.  Notwithstand- 
ing, therefore,  what  might  possibly  be  represented  as  an  exception, 
the  general  fact,  that  hard  labor  in  Prisons  is  healthy,  wdll  be  admitted. 
It  teaches  convicts  how  they  may  support  themselves  when  they  Icav^ 
the  Prison.  It  is  a  part  of  the  admirable  system  at  Auburn,  and  out 
of  seventy-nine  convicts  discharged  from  that  Prison,  from  whom  i;> 
formation  has  been  received,  fifty-two  have  returned  to  their  familiv-, 
and  are  industrious  and  respectable  citizens.  The  evidence  of  this 
most  delightful  fact  will  be  exhibited  in  detail,  in  the  sequel  of  this 
Report. 

It  is  reformatory.  The  fact  just  stated  is  proof  of  this,  as  well  as  of 
the  proposition  for  which  it  was  adduced. 

It  is  consonant  with  republican  principles.  This  is  sufficiently  appa- 
rent ;  because  it  has  been  introduced  in  all  the  United  States  where 
Penitentiaries  have  been  established ;  nor  is  it  known,  that  there  is 
any  prospect  of  its  being  abandoned,  except  in  Pennsylvania.  And  it 
is  a  question  not  yet  decided,  whether  it  will  be  abandoned  there. 
We  may,  therefore,  consider  the  point  sufficiently  established,  at  least 
in  this  country  generally,  that  hard  labor,  which  is  productive,  and 
healthy,  which  teaches  the  convicts  how  they  may  support  themselves, 
and  is  reformatory,  w^hich  is  consonant  with  republican  principles, 
ought  to  be  a  part  of  the  discipline  of  a  Penitentiary. 

5.  Means  to  prevent  evil  communication. — Solitary  confinement  at 
night ;  hard  labor  by  day  ;  vigilant  inspection  night  and  day ;  a  place 
for  every  man^  and  every  man  in  his  place  ;  using  a  token  when  any  mrni 
leaves  his  place  ;  the  lock  march  from  the  shops  to  the  cells,  and  from  the 
cells  to  the  shops  ;  not  permitting  the  men  to  face  each  other  when  their 
business  will  allow  them  all  to  face  the  same  way  ;  eating  their  food  in  the 
cells. 
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Solitary  confinement  at  night.  If  the  Prison  is  properly  constructed, 
<evil  communication  can  be  prevented  almost  entirely,  when  the  men 
are  in  the  cells,  which  is  ordinarily  twelve  hours  in  twenty-four.  It 
is  worthy  of  remark,  however,  that  the  solitary  cells  in  the  old  Pris- 
ons in  this  country,  with  hardly  an  exception,  are  so  constructed,  that 
the  convicts  can  communicate  with  each  other  from  window  to  win- 
dow, or  from  door  to  door,  without  detection.  A  Prison,  therefore, 
constructed  like  that  at  Auburn,  after  the  model  of  which  so  many  of 
the  new  Prisons  are  building,  with  such  facilities  for  inspection,  that 
one  sentinel  can  prevent  communication  between  two  hundred  men, 
is  great  gain.  With  a  building  on  this  plan,  and  proper  inspection 
while  the  men  are  in  their  cells,  evil  communication  can  be  almost 
entirely  prevented  during  the  night  How  shall  it  be  prevented  during 
the  day  ? 

By  productive  labor.  It  is  much  more  difficult  to  prevent  human 
beings  from  doing  mischief,  when  they  have  nothing  else  to  do,  than 
when  they  are  busily  and  usefully  employed.  This  is  a  principle,  in 
regard  to  man,  of  so  universal  application,  that  it  is  matter  of  congratu- 
lation and  joy,  that  it  is  kept  in  view  even  in  the  management  of 
Prisons.  The  busy  hum  of  industry,  breaking  the  stillness  of  the 
scene,  as  heard  in  the  Prison  at  Auburn,  is  a  striking  contrast  to  the 
oaths  and  imprecations,  the  obscenity  and  pollution,  the  schemes  of 
villany,  and  malignant  soliloquies,  which  may  be  heard  by  the  side  of 
the  solitary  cells  or  gloomy  dungeons  in  many  Prisons,  where  labor 
has  not  been  introduced,  or  in  those  States  where  a  part  of  the  penalty 
is  solitary  confinement  day  and  night  without  labor.  But  with  the 
aid  of  productive  labor  to  prevent  evil  communication,  something  more 
is  necessary ;  for  in  many  Penitentiaries,  where  labor  is  introduced, 
there  is  still  much  evil  communication.     How  shall  this  be  prevented  ? 

By  vigilant  inspection  day  and  night.  This  is  done  most  effectually, 
during  the  day,  by  assigning  every  officer  a  given  number  of  men,  for 
whose  good  conduct  he  is  responsible.  In  the  shops,  he  has  his  place 
of  observation,  where  he  may  be  always  found  during  working  hours. 
If  he  has  occasion  to  leave  the  shop,  he  does  not  do  it  till  some  one  is 
obtained  to  take  his  place  during  his  absence.  In  this  way,  his  eye. 
or  the  eye  of  his  substitute,  is  constantly  upon  his  men.  When  the 
men  leave  the  shops  to  return  to  their  cells,  he  walks  by  their  side  ; 
and  when  they  are  brought  again  from  the  cells  to  the  shops,  he  does 
the  same.  In  this  way,  if  one  keeper  has  assigned  to  his  care,  not 
less  than  twenty,  nor  more  than  thirty  men,  he  can,  to  a  great  extent, 
prevent  evil  communication  during  the  day.  And  at  night,  if  the 
Prison  is  properly  constructed,  one  sentinel,  by  walking  continually  in 
moccasins,  on  the  galleries,  or  in  the  area  in  front  of  the  cells,  may 
keep  silence  among  a  great  number  of  prisoners.  Thus,  by  vigilant 
inspection,  day  and  night,  evil  communication  is  almost  entirely  pre- 
vented. In  the  accomplishment  of  this  great  object,  the  keeper  vdll 
be  much  assisted  by  having 

A  place  for  every  man^  and  every  man  in  his  place.  A  convict  should 
have  the  same  cell  at  night,  the  same  place  in  the  shops,  and  the  same 
relative  position  in  the  column,  while  marching  to  and  from  the  shops. 
Thus  if  there  is  any  communication,  except  between  those  who  are 
near  each  other,  it  is  interrupted  and  difficult     The  practical  effect  of 
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this  rule  will  be  understood  by  the  following  illustration.  A  convict 
from  a  Prison  containing  several  hundred  prisoners,  where  this  rule 
is  not  observed,  said  he  could  ordinarily  see  and  converse  with  any 
prisoner  in  the  establishment  in  the  course  of  a  day.  On  the  contrary, 
where  the  rule  is  observed,  old  comrades  have  been  in  the  same  Prison, 
passed  through  the  same  yard  daily,  and  worked  month  after  month 
in  different  shops  connected  with  it,  without  ever  having  an  opportu- 
nity to  speak  to  one  another,  and  each  without  knowing  that  the  other 
was  there.  It  is  not  perceived  how  order  could  be  produced,  and  evil 
communication  prevented  to  this  extent,  without  having  a  place  for 
every  man,  and  every  man  in  his  place.  But  sometimes  it  is  neces- 
sary for  men  to  leave  their  places  :  to  guard,  therefore,  against  the 
danger  of  having  several  gone,  at  the  same  time,  to  a  place  of  common 
resort,  it  is  beneficial  to  use 

A  token  when  any  man  leaves  his  place.  This  may  be  a  small  piece 
of  wood,  or  a  ring,  suspended  in  the  centre  of  the  shop.  If  this  is 
gone,  some  one  has  taken  it,  and  the  others  must  remain  where  they 
are.  The  effect  of  this  simple  and  good  design,  in  preventing  evil 
communication,  is  greater  than  would  be  readily  believed  by  those 
who  had  never  seen  an  illustration  of  it.  A  person,  who  had  the  care 
of  forty  or  fifty  convicts,  had  reduced  to  order  a  scene  of  confusion  ; 
so  that  the  principal  difiiculty  that  remained  was  from  the  frequent 
escape  of  several,  at  the  same  time,  to  a  place  where  they  might  be 
mischievous  without  detection.  The  evil  was  prevented  with  great 
ease,  by  using  a  token  when  any  one  left  his  place.  Another  import- 
ant regulation  to  prevent  evil  communication  is. 

The  lock  march  from  the  shops  to  the  cells^  and  from  the  cells  to  the 
shops.  This  consists  in  forming  all  the  men,  under  the  care  of  each 
keeper,  into  a  solid  column,  and  requiring  them  to  march  off,  at  the 
same  time,  with  a  uniform  step,  in  a  solid  body.  The  object  is  to 
prevent  the  prisoners,  "  when  their  cells  are  unlocked,  from  flocking 
confusedly  into  the  yard,  and,  at  the  sound  of  the  bell  for  meals,  from 
moving  like  an  undisciplined  mob  to  the  mess-room."  This  is  gene- 
rally an  evil  hour  with  prisoners  ;  if  any  conspiracy  or  rebellion  is  un- 
der consideration,  it  is  then  communicated.  In  the  mode  proposed, 
it  is  a  time  of  as  much  order  and  silence  as  any  other  during  the  day. 
It  is,  in  fact,  a  peculiarly  favorable  time  to  see  the  order  and  regular- 
ity produced  in  Prison  by  salutary  discipline ;  and  if  any  one  hour 
were  to  be  selected,  while  the  prisoners  are  awake,  in  which  they  do 
nothing  and  attempt  nothing  of  an  improper  character,  probably  no 
hour  could  be  found  more  free  from  guilt  than  this.  Another  regula- 
tion of  considerable  importance  in  preventing  evil  communication  is, 

Not  letting  the  convicts  face  each  other  when  their  hisiness  will  permit 
them  to  face  the  same  way.  This  rule  may  be  adopted  in  shops,  for 
shoemakers,  tailors,  and  weavers  :  also,  among  female  convicts,  when 
employed  in  sewing,  knitting,  and  spinning  :  and  on  the  Sabbath, 
when  assembled  in  the  chapel.  In  this  way,  the  language  of  signs, 
whether  by  the  hands  or  features,  is  prevented  ;  for  the  signs  signify 
nothing  if  they  are  not  seen.  Now  if  the  king  of  counterfeiters,  or  a 
prince  in  any  department  of  wickedness,  can  be  placed  in  the  end  of  a 
long  shop,  and  be  permitted  to  sit  with  his  face  towards  the  convicts, 
and  have  them  all  facing  him,  he  will  be  very  happy  in  the  opportu- 
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nity  of  communicatiiig  ideas  by  the  language  of  signs ;  but,  turning  his 
back  to  the  convicts,  and  his  face  to  the  wall,  he  will  feel  diflferently. 
The  principle,  therefore,  of  not  permitting  the  convicts  to  face  each 
other,  when  their  business  will  permit  them  to  face  the  same  way, 
is  believed  to  be  one  of  considerable  importance.  The  only  regulation 
remaining  to  be  mentioned  to  prevent  evil  communication  is, 

Eating  their  food  in  the  cells.  This  removes,  at  once,  all  temptations 
to  mischief  in  a  common  hall.  This  regulation  has  been  adopted  at 
Sing  Sing,  and  will  probably  be  adopted  in  Massachusetts. 

By  observing  these  rules,  evil  communication  may  be  in  a  great  de- 
gree prevented,  even  where  the  men  work  in  the  same  apartment. 

There  is  another  mode,  which  we  do  not  approve,  to  prevent  evil 
communication,  which  renders  many  of  the  above  regulations  unneces- 
sary ;  viz. 

Solitary  confinement  day  and  night.  On  this  subject,  there  is  great 
interest  excited,  at  the  present  time,  in  America  and  in  Europe.  It 
mil  be  our  object  to  present  such  facts  as  are  known  to  us  concerning 
experiments  already  made  in  this  country. 

In  the  Maine  Prison,  which  has  been  in  operation  about  three  years, 
a  large  number  of  the  convicts  have  been  sentenced  to  six  months  soli- 
tary confinement  day  and  night,  and  to  a  period  of  time  afterwards  of 
solitary  confinement  at  night,  and  hard  labor  by  day.  A  considerable 
number  more  have  been  sentenced  to  solitary  confinement  day  and 
night,  for  the  whole  term  of  their  imprisonment.  This  Prison  is  under 
the  management  of  a  gentleman,  who  has  been  a  member  of  the  Se- 
nate, in  the  State  of  Maine,  and  who  is,  also,  a  skilful  physician.  He 
has,  therefore,  been  entrusted  with  discretionary  power,  by  the  Execu- 
tive, to  remove  the  men  from  the  cells  to  the  hospital,  when  their 
health  and  life  required  it.  The  former  Governor  of  the  State  inform- 
ed the  Secretary  of  this  Society,  that  it  would  not  have  been  thought 
safe  to  inflict  sentences  of  so  long  continuance  in  solitary  confinement, 
if  great  confidence  had  not  been  placed  in  the  discretion  of  the  super- 
intendent. The  judges,  however,  and  the  Executive,  when  the  Prison 
was  built,  were  strongly  in  favor  of  solitary  confinement  day  and  night, 
and  they  wished  to  make  a  fair  experiment.  What,  then,  is  the  tes- 
timony of  the  superintendent  of  this  Prison,  on  this  vastly  important 
and  interesting  subject  ?  And  what  is  the  testimony  of  the  Records 
of  the  Prison  ?  The  following  statement  is  collected  from  the  records 
and  the  superintendent.  It  exhibits  the  names  of  several  convicts  ; 
the  length  of  time  they  were  sentenced  to  solitary  confinement ;  the 
length  of  time  they  were  able  to  endure  it  before  they  were  removed 
to  the  hospital ;  the  length  of  time  they  remained  in  the  hospital  be- 
fore they  returned  to  the  cells  ;  the  alternation  between  the  cells  and 
the  hospital  to  fulfil  the  whole  term  of  solitary  confinement ;  and  the 
suicide  of  two  convicts  in  the  cells.  These  are  the  only  convicts  who 
have  died  since  the  Prison  was  organized.        ' 

In  Hospital.  In  Solitary. 

July    1  12  days. 


Name  and  Sentence. 

In  Solitary. 

Joseph  Bubier, 

June  18 

62  days  solitary, 

July     3 

and  one  year 

July  11 

hard  labor. 

July  28 

July    8  5 

July  23  12  days. 

Aug.  24  27  days. 
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In  this  case  it  was  necessary  to  remove  the  man  to  the  hospital  four 
times,  to  enable  him  to  endure  fifty-six  days  solitary.  The  Secretary 
saw  him  when  he  was  removed  from  the  cell  the  last  time.  He 
shivered  like  an  aspen  leaf ;  his  pulse  was  very  feeble ;  his  articula- 
tion could  scarcely  be  heard  from  his  bed  to  the  grate  of  his  cell,  eight 
feet ;  and  when  he  was  taken  out,  he  could  with  difficulty  stand  alone. 

Name  and  Sentence.  SolUanj.  Suicide.  In  Solitary. 

Simeon  Record,  Dec.    5  Dec.    8  4  days. 

70  days  solitary,  and 

four  years  hard  labor. 

At  half  past  seven  o'clock,  on  Wednesday  morning,  he  was  found 
dead,  having  hung  himself  to  the  grate  of  the  cell  with  a  piece  of  the 
lashing  of  his  hammock. 


Name  and  Sentence. 

Isaac  Martin, 
60  days  solitary,  and 
3  months  hard  labor. 


Solitary. 

March  27 
July  1 


At  Labor. 
April  20 
July    26 


In  Solitary. 

24  days. 

25  days. 


Isaac  Martin  cut  his  throat  in  his  cell  July  26,  when  he  was  removed 
to  the  hospital,  where  he  remained  nine  days,  and  died. 


Name  and  Sentence. 

Elisha  Cole, 
100  days  solitary. 

Name  and  Senfenre. 

Socrates  Howe, 
6  months  solitary. 


Solitary. 

Nov.    6 
Jan.     4 

Solitary. 

July  4 
Sept.  21 
Dec.  2 
Jan.    19 


Hospital. 

Dec.  28 
Feb.  22 

Hospital. 

Sept.  7 
Nov.  7 
Jan.  16 
Feb.   12 


Solitary. 

52  days. 
48  days. 

Solitary. 

66  days. 
47  days. 
44  days. 
23  days. 


Name  and  Sentence. 

Nathaniel  Parsons, 
6  months  solitary. 


Solitary.  Hospital.  Solitary. 

July     3  Aug.   16  43  days. 

Aug.  19  Aug.  27  8  days. 

Aug.  28  Sept.  17  20  days. 

This  man  remained  in  the  hospital,  after  his  discharge  from  the  cell 

the  last  time,  from  September  17  till  December  3,  when  he  was  par- 
doned on  account  of  ill  health. 


Hospital. 
Jan.    9 


Solitary. 

4  months. 


Name  and  Sentence.  SolUarij. 

Edmund  Eastman,  Sept.  9 

4  months  solitary. 
This  man  endured  the  whole  period,  without  leaving  the  cell. 


Asa  Allen  was  sentenced  to  six  months  solitary  and  two  years  three 
months  and  fourteen  days  hard  labor.  He  went  immediately  into 
solitary,  and  remained  seventy-four  days  without  interruption.  At  the 
end  of  this  period,  he  came  out  in  good  health,  and  performed  a  good 
day's  labor  in  the  quarry.  Dr.  Rose  expresses  the  opinion,  that  this 
man  would  live  in  solitary  confinement  about  as  well  and  as  long  as 
any  where  else.  He  has  been  a  soldier^  and  has  been  accustomed  to 
the  hardships  of  a  camp.  He  has  been  a  wanderer  in  the  world, 
without  a  home.  It  is  not  material  to  him  where  he  is.  The  keeper 
thinks  that  six  months  solitary  to  this  man  would  not  be  a  greater 
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punishment  than  fifteen  days  to  a  convict  who  had  been  accustomed 
to  the  comforts  of  life  :  also,  that  he  Avould  rather  endure  six  months 
solitary  confinement  than  ten  stripes. 

John  Stevens  and  John  Cain  both  entered  the  Prison  at  the  same 
time,  under  sentence  of  three  months  solitary,  and  both  endured  the 
whole  period  v/ithout  interruption,  having  received  nothing  except  the 
usual  allowance  of  bread  and  water,  and  a  little  camphor  to  rub  on 
their  heads. 

Benjamin  Williams,  also,  endured  three  months  solitary  without 
interruption. 

But,  in  general,  the  superintendent  states,  that  nearly  as  much  time 
is  necessary  in  the  hospital  to  fulfil  long,  solitary  sentences,  as  in  the 
cells.  He  also  expresses  an  opinion,  in  his  last  report  to  the  Legisla- 
ture, that  long  periods  of  solitary  imprisonment  inflicted  on  convicts,  is 
worse  than  useless  as  a  means  of  reformation.  The  character  of  the 
superintendent  of  this  Prison  is  such,  that  the  opinions  expressed  by 
him  on  this  subject,  as  the  results  of  his  experience,  will  be  thought 
worthy  of  particular  consideration.  He  says,  "  the  great  diversity  of 
character,  as  it  respects  habits  and  temperament  of  body  and  mind^ 
renders  solitary  imprisonment  a  very  unequal  punishment.  Some  per- 
sons will  endure  solitary  confinement  without  appearing  to  be  much 
debilitated,  either  in  body  or  mind,  while  others  sink  under  much  less, 
and,  if  the  punishment  was  unremittingly  continued,  would-  die,  or  be- 
come incurably  insane. 

"  However  persons  of  strong  minds,  who  suffer  in  what  they  deem 
a  righteous  cause,  may  be  able  to  endure  solitary  confinement,  and 
retain  their  bodily  and  mental  vigor,  yet  it  is  not  to  be  expected  of 
criminals,  with  minds  discouraged  by  conviction  and  disgrace. 

"  Those  persons  who  shudder  at  the  cruelty  of  inflicting  stripes  as  a 
punishment,  but  can  contemplate  the  case  of  a  fellow  being,  suffering 
a  long  period  of  solitary  imprisonment,  without  emotion,  must  be 
grossly  ignorant  of  the  mental  and  bodily  suffering  cjdured  by  a  long 
confinement  in  solitude. 

"  As  far  as  the  experience  in  our  State  Prison  proves  any  thing  re- 
specting the  efficacy  of  solitary  imprisonment  in  preventing  crimes  by 
reforming  convicts,  it  will  induce  us  to  believe  that  it  is  not  more  effec- 
tual than  confinement  to  hard  labor.  Seven  of  the  convicts  now  in 
the  State  Prison  are  committed  a  second  time,  for  crimes  perpetrated 
after  having  been  discharged  from  this  Prison ;  three  of  these  had 
been  punished  by  solitary  imprisonment  without  labor,  and  the  others 
by  solitary  imprisonment  and  confinement  to  hard  labor. 

"  The  keeper  of  the  Auburn  State  Prison,  in  the  State  of  New  York, 
very  justly  observes,  '  that  a  degree  of  mental  distress  and  anguish 
may  be  necessary  to  humble  and  reform  an  offender ;  but  carry  it  too 
far,  and  he  will  become  a  savage  in  his  temper  and  feelings,  or  he  will 
sink  in  despair.  There  is  no  doubt,  that  uninterrupted  solitude  tends 
to  sour  the  feelings,  destroy  the  affections,  harden  the  heart,  and  in- 
duce men  to  cultivate  a  spirit  of  revenge,  or  drive  them  to  despair.' 

"  I  would  not  wish  to  be  understood  to  express  an  opinion,  that 
solitary  imprisonment  ought  not,  in  any  case,  to  be  inflicted.  On  the 
contrary,  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  it  is  a  proper  punishment  for 
prison  discipline  in  many  cases;  but  for  that  purpose,  short  periods 
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only  will  be  necessary ;  seldom,  if  ever,  to  exceed  ten  days.  In  the 
cases  of  juvenile  offenders,  it  may  also  be  very  useful  and  proper,  in 
periods  of  twenty,  or  thirty  days,  but  never  to  exceed  sixty  days.  If 
repentance  and  amendment  are  not  effected  by  thirty  days  of  strict  soli- 
tary confinement,  it  can  rarely  be  expected  to  be  obtained  by  a  longer 
period." 

The  Legislature  of  Maine,  in  consideration  of  the  opinions  and  facts 
above  stated,  passed  a  law,  in  February,  1827,  in  the  words  following  : 
'^  Be  it  enactedy  that  all  punishments,  by  imprisonment  in  the  State 
Prison,  shall  be  by  confinement  to  hard  labor,  and  not  by  solitary  im- 
prisonment :  provided,  that  nothing  herein  contained  shall  preclude 
the  use  of  solitary  confinement  as  a  prison  discipline  for  the  govern- 
ment and  good  order  of  the  prisoners."  Thus  we  have  endeavored  to 
exhibit  the  results  of  the  experience  of  the  State  of  Maine,  in  regard 
to  solitary  imprisonment  day  and  night. 

In  New  Hampshire,  Moses  C.  Pilsbury,  Esq.  who  has  been  seve- 
ral years  the  warden  of  that  Prison,  the  surprising  results  of  whose 
good  management,  both  in  regard  to  the  income  and  the  moral  charac- 
ter of  the  Institution,  were  exhibited  in  the  last  Report,  was  asked, 
whether  convicts  ought  not  to  be  sentenced  to  solitary  confinement 
day  and  night,  for  a  short  time  at  least.  He  said  it  would  do  much 
more  good  to  give  them  hard  labor  by  day,  and  solitary  confinement 
at  night. 

At  Auburn,  N.  Y.,  the  experiment  was  tried  in  1822,  by  the  friends 
of  solitary  confinement  day  and  night,  on  eighty  convicts,  for  a  period 
of  ten  months.  The  experiment  was  conducted  with  great  care,  and 
the  observations  made  appear  to  have  been  impartial.  As  it  was 
done  by  the  friends  of  the  system,  it  may  be  supposed  that  the  results 
were  as  favorable  as  they  could  make  them.  In  the  Report  of  the 
Commissioners  to  the  Legislature,  in  January,  1825,  these  results  are 
stated  with  philosophical  accuracy.  Concerning  these  results,  it  is 
sufiicient  to  say,  that  they  were  unfavorable  to  this  mode  of  punish- 
ment, and  it  was  accordingly  abandoned  in  that  Prison.  It  was  found, 
in  many  instances,  to  injure  the  health  ;  to  impair  the  reason  ;  to  en- 
danger the  life ;  to  leave  the  men  enfeebled  and  unable  to  work  when 
they  left  the  Prison,  and  as  ignorant  of  any  useful  business  as  when 
they  were  committed  ;  and,  consequently,  more  productive  of  recom- 
mitments, and  less  of  reformation,  than  solitary  confinement  at  night 
and  hard  labor  by  day. 

The  experiment  in  New  Jersey  has  been  continued  four  years,  upon 
an  average  number  of  twelve  convicts  ;  some  of  whom  have  been 
eighteen  months,  and  some  two  years,  in  the  cells,  without  intermis- 
sion ;  but  in  this  case,  though  the  men  are  in  separate  cells,  still  the 
cells  are  so  arranged,  that  several  men  can  converse  as  freely  as  if 
they  were  in  the  same  room,  and  no  attempt  has  been  made  to  prevent 
it  This,  therefore,  is  to  be  regarded  no  farther  as  an  experiment  on 
solitary  confinement  day  and  night,  than  as  keeping  the  men  from 
seeing  or  coming  in  contact  with  each  other ;  but  not  from  e\il  com- 
munication, and  corrupt  society.  In  the  opinion  of  the  keeper  of  that 
Prison,  this  mode  of  punishment  has  been  useful  in  preventing  re- 
commitments, and  not  permanently  injurious  to  health  or  reason. 
How  far  the  difference  in  the  results  of  this  experiment  from  that  at 
8* 
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Auburn,  and  the  other  in  Maine,  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  difference 
in  the  construction  of  the  cells,  and  the  management  and  diet  of  the 
prisoners,  it  is  difficult  to  determine.  In  Maine  the  cells  are  very 
gloomy,  and  communication  is  difficult,  though  not  impossible.  At 
Auburn  the  cells  are  not  gloomy,  and  communication  was  prevented 
day  and  night  by  a  sentinel.  In  New  Jersey  the  cells  are  not  gloomy, 
and  social  intercourse  was  unrestrained.  In  Maine  the  diet  was  very 
low,  i.  e.  a  pound  of  bread  and  cold  water  only.  At  Auburn,  and  in 
New  Jersey,  it  was  coarse,  but  nutritious.  In  Maine  the  men  might 
have  endured  solitary  confinement,  with  a  more  nutritious  diet,  a  much 
longer  period.  At  Auburn  they  might  not  have  been  as  much  injured 
in  health  or  reason  if  they  had  been  permitted  to  converse  with  each 
other.  And  in  New  Jersey  they  might  have  been  mor6  injured  if 
this  kind  of  communication  had  been  restrained.  As  the  experiments 
have  been  conducted,  they  appear  to  be  decidedly  against  solitary 
confinement  day  and  night  in  Maine  and  at  Auburn,  and  in  favor  of  it 
in  New  Jersey.  As  this  mode  of  punishment,  however,  would  proba- 
bly never  be  adopted,  except  to  prevent  effectually  all  evil  communi- 
cation, the  experiment  in  New  Jersey  cannot  be  adduced  in  favor  of 
entire  seclusion  :  for  there  was  nothing  of  this  character  in  it. 

There  have  been  other  experiments  made  in  this  country,  in  many 
Prisons,  on  individuals,  in  regard  to  this  mode  of  punishment,  some- 
times for  misdemeanor,  and  sometimes  for  experiment  merely.  One 
was  mentioned  in  the  last  Report.  "  A  man  in  a  narrow  cell,  which 
was  almost  a  dungeon,  where  he  had  been  in  heavy  chains,  on  a  small 
allowance  of  food,  three  months,  was  asked  whether  he  had  rather 
remain  three  months  longer,  in  the  same  situation,  than  receive  a  small 
number  of  stripes  on  his  bare  back.  He  said  he  had  rather  remain." 
It  is  not  known,  that  this  man  had  had  any  communication  with  any 
one  except  his  keeper,  and  his  diet  had  been  much  more  nutritious 
than  that  used  in  Maine.  In  the  mode  in  which  he  was  treated,  his 
spirits  appeared  perfectly  unsubdued,  and  his  health  and  reason  unim- 
paired, and  his  disposition  ready  for  mischief  whenever  he  should  be 
released.     There  was  nothing  seen  in  him  that  looked  like  contrition. 

There  is  another  man,  who  has  been  in  a  solitary  cell  much  of  the 
time  for  seventeen  years,  and  all  the  time  for  more  than  six  of  the  last 
years.     He  is  still  alive.     He  does  not  appear  insane.     His  health  is 
feeble,  and  he  has  lost  the  use  of  his  limbs,  so  that  he  uses  crutches. 
His  disposition,  however,  remains  the  same  as  when  he  was  commit 
ted  to  the  cell,  more  than  six  years  ago.     He  had  been  previously  re 
leased,  and  put  upon^is  honor  for  good  behavior.     He  almost  imme 
diately  procured  a  hatchet,  and  struck  it  into  the  neck  of  a  keeper,  in 
such  a  manner  as  to  endanger  his  life.     He  was  again  committed  to 
the  cell,  where  he  has  remained  ever  since,  with  a  malignant,  revenge- 
ful spirit ;  as  is  evident  from  the  fact,  that  he  attempted  to  take  the 
life,  a  few  months  since,  of  a  keeper,  who  gave  him  his  food.     His 
cell  is  gloomy  and  filthy.     His  food  is  coarse  but  nutritious.     His  in- 
tercourse is  in  a  great  degree  restrained. 

In  regard  to  the  effect  of  solitary  confinement  on  the  individuals 
last  mentioned,  as  well  as  on  those  who  were  subject  to  it  in  Maine, 
New  York,  and  New  Jersey,  it  is  true,  that  they  were  left  to  suffer 
their  punishment,  during  the  whole  period,  destitute^  in  a  great  degree^ 
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of  the  means  of  grace.  In  the  new  Prison  in  Philadelphia,  in  which 
it  is  proposed  to  adopt  this  mode  of  punishment,  and  prevent  evil 
communication  by  solitary  confinement  day  and  night,  it  has  been 
said,  by  one  of  the  Commissioners,  that  he  should  rather  abandon  the 
system,  and  adopt  that  of  solitary  confinement  at  night,  and  hard  labor 
by  day,  than  see  the  men  confined  in  the  cells  day  and  night,  without 
the  means  of  grace.  We  may  hope,  therefore,  if  the  experiment  is 
again  tried,  it  will  not  be  done  without  adequate  provision  for  moral 
and  religious  instruction.  How  far  it  may  be  successful  with  this  va- 
riation cannot  be  told  until  the  experiment  has  been  made. 

As  the  experiments  have  been  conducted,  thus  far,  the  results  are  deci- 
dedly opposed  to  solitary  confinement  day  and  night,  as  the  means  of  pre- 
venting evil  communication.  We  are  left,  therefore,  in  view  of  all  the 
facts  knoicn  to  us,  with  a  preference  for  solitary  confinement  at  night,  and 
hard  labor  by  day,  with  such  regulations  to  prevent  evil  communication  as 
the  case  requires,  and  as  have  been  already  suggested. 

We  proceed  to  a  consideration  of  a  part  of  the  subject,  concerning 
which  we  feel  the  deepest  interest,  and  which  is  necessary  in  all 
Prisons  : 

6.  Means  of  Instruction. — On  this  subject  the  opinions  of  practical 
men,  to  a  great  extent,  are  the  same. 

Dr.  Rose,  the  superintendent  of  the  Prison  in  Maine,  in  his  last 
Report  to  the  Legislature,  says,  "  it  is  very  desirable  that  some  further 
means  for  the  moral  and  literary  instruction  of  the  convicts  shoul  1  be 
adopted ;  so  that  they  may  leave  the  Prison  better  prepared  to  be- 
come useful  citizens."  He  then  quotes,  with  approbation,  the  opinion 
of  the  keeper  of  the  Auburn  Prison,  in  favor  of  a  Sabbath  school  for 
young  convicts. 

Mr.  PiLSBURY,  formerly  superintendent  of  the  Prison  in  New  Hamp- 
shire, was  so  deeply  impressed  with  the  importance  of  this  subject, 
that  he  offered  twenty-five  dollars  annually,  from  his  own  means,  to 
be  added  to  what  the  State  appropriates,  and  what  might  otherwise  be 
obtained  for  this  purpose,  if  some  one  could  be  induced  to  devote  a 
considerable  part  of  his  time  to  the  moral  and  religious  instruction  of 
the  convicts. 

Mr.  Lynds,  the  superintendent,  and  the  Commissioners,  Messrs. 
Hopkins,  Tibbets,  and  Allen,  of  the  new  Prison  at  Sing  Sing,  have 
spared  no  pains  to  open  the  way  for  the  introduction  of  a  chaplain  in 
that  institution,  who  shall  devote  his  whole  time  to  this  object. 

Mr.  Powers,  the  keeper  at  Auburn,  says,  "  a  resident  chaplain, 
possessed  of  those  qualifications  by  which  he  ought  to  be  distinguish- 
ed ;  having  a  thorough  knowledge  of  mankind ;  prudent,  firm,  dis- 
creet, and  affectionate ;  actuated  by  motives  of  public  policy  and 
Christian  benevolence  ;  will  very  readily  secure  the  respect  and  confi- 
dence of  a  majority  of  the  convicts.  Residing  with  them,  and  visiting 
their  solitary  and  cheerless  abodes,  they  will  consider  him,  especially 
the  young,  their  minister,  their  guide,  their  counsellor,  and  their  friend ; 
they  will  be  dispost^d  to  open  their  hearts  to  him  with  freedom.  He 
will  learn  their  history,  become  acquainted  with  their  views  and  feel- 
ings, and  will  thereby  be  enabled  to  adapt  his  instructions  and  reproofs 
directly  to  individuals,  as  their  several  circumstances  may  demand. 
Secluded  as  the  convicts  are  from  society,  and  shut  out  from  all  inter- 
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course  with  each  other,  their  minds  seem  to  be  prepared,  in  a  peculiar 
manner,  to  receive  salutary  impressions  ;  and  when  once  made,  having 
no  connexion  with  their  fellows,  they  are  in  a  situation  very  favorable 
to  retaining  them. 

"  There  are  always  more  or  less  of  the  convicts  who  are  by  sick- 
ness confined  to  the  hospital.  Without  a  resident  chaplain,  this  class 
of  convicts,  unless  by  mere  accident,  is  deprived  of  the  privilege  of 
religious  instruction.  But  a  resident  chaplain  would  feel  it  to  be  his 
duty  often  to  visit  and  converse  with  them,  to  enlighten  the  ignorant, 
to  administer  consolation  to  the  afflicted,  to  sit  by  the  beds  of  the  sick 
and  the  dying,  and,  by  his  instructions  and  admonitions,  to  do  every 
thing  in  his  power  to  promote  their  best  present  and  future  interests. 
Though  convicts,  they  are  still  accountable  and  immortal  beings ;  and, 
deprived  as  they  are,  at  such  trying  seasons,  of  the  sympathies  and  kind 
offices  of  their  parents,  their  wives,  and  their  children,  they  need,  in 
a  peculiar  manner,  some  benevolent  and  pious  friend  to  instruct  and 
console  them.  Should  they  die,  the  reflection  remains,  that  all  was 
done,  that  humanity  and  Christian  charity  demanded.  Should  they 
recover,  such  a  course  of  treatment  has  a  powerful  tendency  to  soften 
their  feelings,  to  affect  their  hearts,  and  improve  their  conduct. 

"  A  resident  chaplain  should,  in  all  cases,  and  under  all  circumstan- 
ces, strictly  conform  to  the  rules  and  regulations  of  the  institution, 
especially  in  not  furnishing  convicts  forbidden  intelligence,  or  the 
hopes  and  promises  of  aid  in  procuring  pardons,  which  would  lead  to 
great  hypocrisy,  and  tend  to  insubordination.  He  should  deal  plainly 
with  them,  and  dwell  emphatically  upon  their  deep  depravity  and  guilt 
in  violating  the  laws  of  God  and  their  country  ;  convince  them  of  the 
justice  of  their  sentence  ;  awaken  remorse  in  their  consciences  ;  press 
home  upon  them  their  solemn  obligations  ;  make  them  feel  pungently 
the  horrors  of  their  situation ;  and  by  all  other  means  make  them  real- 
ize the  necessity  and  duty  of  repentance,  of  amendment,  and  of  humble 
and  strict  obedience  to  all  the  regulations  of  the  Prison.  This  course 
would  tend  powerfully  to  make  them  better  convicts,  and,  when  re- 
stored to  their  liberty,  better  citizens. 

"  I  feel  it  a  duty  to  state,  that  the  views  of  this  institution,  until 
lately,  have  been  unfavorable  to  the  services  of  a  resident  chaplain, 
from  the  belief  that  they  might  have  a  bad  eff'ect  upon  the  discipline 
of  the  Prison. 

"  In  November,  1825,  the  Rev.  Jared  Curtis  was  employed,  and  sent 
here  as  a  resident  chaplain,  by  the  Massachusetts  Prison  Discipline 
Society,  since  which  he  has  continued  with  ability  and  zeal  to  discharge 
the  duties  before  referred  to  ;  and,  although  strong  prejudices  were  to 
be  encountered,  his  knowledge  of  human  nature,  correct  views  of 
public  policy,  the  penitentiary  system,  and  prison  discipline,  with  a 
steady  and  uniform  devotion  to  his  duties,  has  not  only  enabled  him 
to  overcome  those  prejudices,  but  the  favorable  results  of  his  labors 
fully  justify  what  is  said  above  on  this  subject." 

Under  the  immediate  superintendence  of  the  chaplain,  assisted  by 
the  students  in  the  Theological  Seminary  as  teachers,  a  Sabbath 
school  has  been  instituted  for  young  convicts  ;  concerning  which  the 
keeper  says,  "  in  the  early  part  of  the  summer  of  1826,  measures  were 
taken  to  ascertain  the  number  of  convicts  who  were  unable  to  read,  or 


45  SECOND  REPORT — 1827.  93 

who  had  received  so  little  instruction,  that  they  could  read  only  by 
spelling  most  of  the  words.  The  number  was  found  to  be  between 
fifty  and'sixty.  Besides  these,  there  were  many  others,  who,  though 
they  were  able  in  a  measure  to  read,  were  still  grossly  ignorant."  Out 
of  the  ^vhole  number,  fifty  of  the  most  ignorant  were  placed  in  the 
school. 

"  During  the  exercises  of  the  school,  great  pains  have  been  taken  to 
impress  upon  their  minds  a  deep  and  abiding  sense  of  moral  and  reli- 
gious obligation. 

"  The  privilege  was  embraced  with  the  greatest  avidity  and  appa- 
rent thankfulness.  Their  conduct  has  been  uniformly  good,  and  their 
industry  and  application  unremitted ;  and  it  is  very  gratifying  to  be 
able  to  state,  that  their  progress  has  exceeded  the  most  sanguine  ex- 
pectations ; — nor  is  this  all ;  an  influence  of  a  very  salutary  nature  and 
tendency,  it  is  believed,  has  been  exerted  on  the  minds  of  many  of 
the  members  of  this  school  ;  an  influence  which,  it  is  hoped,  will  be 
felt  through  the  whole  course  of  their  future  lives. 

"  It  may  not  be  uninteresting  to  mention  the  singular  eff"ect  of  this 
instruction  upon  an  active,  but  grossly  ignorant  young  Indian,  who,  a 
short  time  since,  after  asking  leave  of  his  keeper  to  speak  to  him,  said, 
that  ^  he  had  been  a  bad  boy,  would  lie  and  steal,  that  he  had  learnt 
it  was  wicked,  and  wanted  to  go  before  the  Agen- ^  confess  and  pro- 
mise he  would  never  disobey  God  any  more.'  " 

Another  convict,  who  was  to  be  punished  for  misdemeanor  in  the 
shops,  begged  that  any  other  punishment  might  be  inflicted,  but  that 
he  might  not  be  removed  from  the  Sabbath  school. 

A  keeper  mentioned  that  a  whisper  had  not  been  detected  in  the 
school  in  five  months. 

The  chaplain's  letters  concerning  this  school  are  delightful. 
The  Commissioners  of  the  Legislature,  Messrs.  Hopkins  and  Tib- 
CETs,  were  so  much  pleased  with  it,  as  to  request  its  enlargement ; 
and  it  was  accordingly  enlarged  to  one  hundred  members. 

They  say,  in  their  last  Report  to  the  Legislature,  after  speaking  of 
the  small  proportion  of  recommitments  in  that  Prison,  which  distin- 
guishes it  from  almost  all  other  Prisons,  ^'w^e  believe  the  labors  of  the 
present  excellent  chaplain  have  had  a  most  happy  effect  on  the  minds 
of  the  prisoners.  He  at  once  enjoys  the  good  \\411  of  the  prisoners, 
as  we  found  by  their  almost  unanimous  declarations,  and  at  the  same 
time  strengthens  the  hands  of  the  keepers.  It  seems  to  be  the  effect 
of  truth,  plain  dealing,  and  a  sincere  desire  for  the  good  of  the  con- 
■victs." 

Speaking  of  the  Sabbath  school,  they  say,  "  we  found  the  prisoners 
attentive  to  their  lessons,  anxious  to  learn,  and  grateful  for  the  care 
bestovred  upon  them.  We  look  to  it  as  a  great  means  of  reformation." 
A  letter  from  the  inspectors,  signed  by  0.  Williams,  Walter 
Weed,  Horace  Hills,  and  W.  Rice,  says,  "from  the  experience  we 
have  had,  we  give  it  as  our  decided  opinion,  that  the  regular  and  stated 
services  of  a  chaplain  will  be  of  much  service  to  an  institution  of  this 
kind ;  that  the  judicious  application  of  personal  services  at  all  proper 
times  will  result  in  much  good,  not  only  to  the  prison  discipline,  but 
to  the  convicts  confined.  We  have  been  much  gratified  with  the  pru- 
dence and  discretion,  which  the  Rev.  Mr.  Curtis  has  manifested,  and 
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could  we  have  his  personal  services,  we  believe  much  more  good 
might  result  from  his  labors  than  we  at  first  anticipated." 

The  testimony  from  the  Prisons  in  Ohio  and  Virginia,  concerning 
the  importance  of  instruction  to  convicts,  differs  from  the  above  in 
one  respect  only ;  it  shows  what  ought  to  be,  rather  than  what  has 
been. 

Mr.  McLean,  keeper  of  the  Penitentiary  in  Ohio,  says,  in  a  letter, 
^'  I  am  convinced  that  a  proper  system  of  religious  instruction  is  neces- 
sary, in  aid  of  the  discipline  now  enforced,  to  produce,  in  any  good 
degree,  that  reformation,  which  the  friends  of  the  system  had  in  view 
in  its  first  organization,  and  which  should  be  the  primary  object  in  all 
punishment.'^ 

Samuel  0.  Parsons,  keeper  of  the  Virginia  Penitentiary,  says,  "  I 
am  clearly  of  opinion,  that  every  advantage  should  be  given  to  convicts 
for  their  improvement  in  morality  and  religion." 

In  the  Refuge  for  Juvenile  Delinquents  in  New  York,  the  value  put 
upon  instruction  is  seen  by  the  time  appropriated  for  this  purpose. 
Four  hours  are  spent  in  the  school  room  every  day  in  the  week,  and 
a  short  time  after  breakfast  and  supper  is  spent  in  reading  the  Scrip- 
tures. On  the  Sabbath,  there  is  public  worship  in  the  chapel,  morning 
and  evening,  and  reading  the  Scriptures,  with  appropriate  religious 
exercises,  at  other  hours  during  the  day. 

At  Sing  Sing,  since  the  chaplain  was  sent  there  by  this  Society, 
they  have  not  only  had  public  worship  on  the  Sabbath,  but  reading 
the  Scriptures  and  prayer  every  evening. 

It  was  our  painful  duty,  in  the  last  Report,  to  show  the  want  of 
instruction  in  Penitentiaries  ;  and  though,  in  too  many  instances,  this 
remains  the  same,  it  is  our  happiness  to  show,  in  this  Report,  that 
some  progress  has  been  ir.ade  in  supplying  the  deficiency ;  and  that 
the  opinions  of  practical  wen  are  in  favor  of  having  much  more  done, 
in  this  way,  than  has  yet  been  done,  for  the  improvement  of  these  in- 
stitutions. It  remains  to  be  seen,  whether  the  community  will  regard 
the  opinions  of  practical  men,  and  sustain  the  efforts  which  are  now 
making  to  furnish  the  means  of  instruction  in  Prisons.  But  whatever 
is  done  or  neglected  concerning  these  institutions  generally,  the  feeling 
is  found  in  considerable  strength,  that  a  large  class  of  convicts,  viz. 
youth  and  children,  must  be  rescued  from  that  career  of  vice,  by  which 
they  will  be  ruined,  if  they  come  in  contact  with  old  offenders.  The 
most  approved  means  of  doing  this  are, 

7.  Houses  of  Refuge  for  Juvenile  Delinquents. — This  is  a  class  of  in- 
stitutions never  known  in  this  country  till  within  three  years.  The 
first  was  in  New  York,  the  second  in  Boston,  and  the  third  in  Phila- 
delphia. They  owe  their  existence  to  the  Society  for  the  Preven- 
tion of  Pauperism  in  the  city  of  New  York.  By  the  investigations  of 
this  Society,  it  was  ascertained,  that  almost  inevitable  destruction 
awaits  the  youth  and  children,  who  are  cast  into  Prison  with  old  of- 
fenders. No  sooner  was  this  seen,  than  the  benevolence  of  the  city 
taxed  itself  largely  to  provide  a  Refuge.  The  success  of  this  effort 
encouraged  other  cities  to  imitate  the  example,  and  will  continue  to 
encourage,  not  only  other  cities,  but  other  countries  :  so  that  we  know 
not  which  most  to  admire,  the  character  of  New  York,  in  being  first 
in  this  noble  enterprise,  or  the  prospect  of  having  its  benefits  greatly 
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extended  in  this  and  other  countries.  It  is  an  enterprise  by  which 
one  seventh  part  at  least,  of  all  who  are  cast  into  Prison,  will  be  re- 
stored to  society,  as  certainly  as  they  were  before  destroyed.  The 
truth  of  this  general  proposition  will  be  more  fully  illustrated  in  the 
particular  description  of  these  institutions.  It  is  delightful  to  see  the 
opening  prospect,  in  which  whole  classes  of  prisoners  are  to  be  in 
the  best  sense  discharged,  that  is,  released  and  restored.  This  is  cer- 
tainly true  of  vicious  youth,  and  children  whose  happiness  it  shall  be 
to  fall,  not  among  thieves,  but  into  Houses  of  Refuge  for  Juvenile 
Delinquents. 

There  is  another  class  of  prisoners,  whose  condition,  we  think,  will 
excite  equal  commiseration;  and  concerning  whom  we  wish  we 
could  indulge  the  same  hope  of  restoration  ;  but,  though  we  cannot  do 
this,  we  still  believe,  that  the  common  sense  of  right  and  wrong  is 
such  as  to  uphold  our  rulers  in  all  necessary  measures  to  produce, 

8.  A  Jail  Delivery  of  Lunatics. — A  Jail  is  not  the  proper  place  for  a 
human  being  suffering  under  one  of  the  greatest  of  all  calamities,  the 
loss  of  reason.  It  is  not  right,  that  several  hundreds  of  our  fellow- 
creatures,  in  this  unhappy  condition,  should  be  found  in  our  Prisons. 
The  distinction  between  right  and  wrong  should  not  be  destroyed  by 
inflicting  the  same  punishment  on  a  lunatic  and  a  criminal.  The 
heavy  judgment  of  God,  in  the  loss  of  reason,  should  not  be  followed 
by  imprisonment.  It  cannot  be  necessary  to  repeat  truths,  which  it 
would  seem  every  human  being  must  feel  before  they  are  expressed. 
It  remains  to  be  seen  whether  those  who  make  the  laws  will  render 
themselves  worthy  of  the  praise,  which,  we  are  confident,  all  good  citi- 
zens will  be  impatient  to  render,  if  they  provide  for  a  jail  delivery  of 
lunatics. 

In  Massachusetts,  the  Report  of  the  Committee,  of  which  Mr.  Bliss 
was  chairman,  and  in  which  Mr.  Pickering  has  taken  an  active  part, 
is  in  favor  of  this  measure.  The  honor,  therefore,  is  reserved  for  the 
Legislature  of  accepting  this  Report,  and  making  the  bill,  which  ac- 
companies it,  a  law  of  this  Commonwealth. 

In  the  State  of  New  York,  a  law  was  passed  in  April  last,  in  con- 
sequence of  the  death  of  the  lunatic  already  mentioned,  and  other 
considerations  connected  with  the  imprisonment  of  such  persons,  pro- 
viding other  accommodations  than  Prisons  for  them.  Whether  this 
law  is  expressed  in  such  terms,  and  enforced  by  such  a  penalty,  as  to 
secure  the  object,  cannot  perhaps  be  told  till  the  next  census  is  taken, 
which  will  show  how  many  lunatics  are  in  jail  in  the  State  of  New 
York. 

In  other  States,  as  well  as  in  Massachusetts  and  New  York,  we 
cannot  but  indulge  the  hope,  that  this  subject  will  engage  the  atten- 
tion of  lawgivers,  till  the  remedy  is  applied  for  so  great  an  evil.  If 
this  shall  be  done,  the  Prison  doors  will  be  thrown  open  for  another 
large  class  of  prisoners,  and  hundreds,  who  now  remain  in  Prison  till 
they  become  incurably  insane,  will  be  placed  in  Asylums,  where  three 
fourths  of  the  whole  number  may  be  restored  to  reason. 

9.  Attention  to  Health. — On  this  subject  we  are  furnished  with  two 
classes  of  Prisons  in  this  country,  which  differ,  in  their  mortality,  in  a 
manner  not  satisfactorily  explained.  In  one  class,  (and  this  a  very 
large  class,)  the  deaths  are  about  one  to  fifty,  or  two  per  cent. ;  in 
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several,  however,  included  in  tliis  class,  the  mortality  is  much  less. 
In  another  class,  the  deaths  are  one  to  eighteen,  or  six  per  cent. ; 
and  at  some  periods  much  more. 

Of  the  first  class  are  the  State  Prisons  in  Maine,  New  Hampshire, 
Vermont,  Massachusetts,  at  Auburn,  N.  Y.,  House  of  Refuge,  New 
York  city,  and  State  Prison  at  Lamberton,  New  Jersey. 

Of  the  second  class  are  the  State  Prison  in  New  York  city,  and  the 
old  County  Prison  on  Walnut  street,  Philadelphia,  used  as  a  State 
Prison. 

This  surprising  difference  in  the  proportion  of  deaths 
should  lay  the  foundation  for  a  most  thorough  scrutiny,  by 
PROPER  AUTHORITIES,  CONCERNING  THE  CAUSES.  In  this  investigation, 
it  would  be  proper  to  examine  the  location,  the  food,  the  rules  and 
regulations,  the  punishments,  the  air  and  vices  of  the  night  rooms,  the 
diseases  consequent  upon  these  vices,  the  arrangements  in  regard  to 
the  hospital  and  physician  and  nurse,  and  the  manner  in  which  the 
bodies  of  the  dead  are  used. 

There  ou«ht  to  be  no  shrinking  from  such  an  investigation. 
The  facts  demand  it. 

10.  Attention  to  the  Causes  of  Crime  :  intemperance,  counterfeit  money, 
and  character  of  the  colored  population. 

Intemperance  directly  or  indirectly  furnishes  a  great  proportion  of  the 
subjects  for  Houses  of  Correction  and  Prisons.  Let,  then,  this  plague 
be  stayed,  and  a  better  day  will  dawn  upon  this  world.  To  bring  it 
forward,  efforts  of  two  kinds  are  now  making ;  one  to  preserve  the 
temperate,  and  the  other  to  restore  those  whose  condition  has  been 
considered  hopeless.  Let  these  efforts  be  increased  a  hundred  fold. 
Let  ministers  preach  ;  let  churches  resolve  ;  let  medical  and  benevo- 
lent associations  combine  ;  let  the  press  labor ;  let  the  temperate  ab- 
stain ;  let  a  "  correct  and  efficient  public  sentiment"  banish  the 
monster.  We  are  permitted  to  hope,  that  the  unparalleled  efforts 
which  are  now  making  will  be  greatly  increased,  and  that  the  effects 
of  these  efforts  will  be  seen  in  the  opening  of  Prison  doors.  Until 
this  is  done,  our  Prisons  will  be  crowded  with  drunkards,  as  in  the 
House  of  Correction  in  Boston ;  and  even  if  the  medical  remedies 
should  be  found  effectual,  philanthropy  herself  would  be  exhausted  in 
the  administration,  and  the  families  of  a  thousand  drunkards  would 
continue  to  suffer,  and  they  themselves  would  go  down  to  death  in 
great  numbers,  before  the  remedy  could  be  applied.  How,  then,  can 
the  evil  be  stayed  ?  "  Not  by  any  one  thing,  but  by  every  thing  which 
can  be  put  hi  requisition  to  hem  in  the  army  of  the  destroyer,  and  impede 
his  march,  and  turn  him  back,  and  redeem  the  land.''"' 

Counterfeit  Money.  Let  any  one  recur  to  the  long  list  of  counterfeit 
notes,  as  exhibited  in  this  Report ;  then  let  him  look  at  the  table 
showing  the  proportion  of  convicts  for  this  crime  ;  then  let  him  survey 
our  land,  and  see  the  wealthy  individuals  and  extensive  combinations 
engaged  in  this  business ;  then  let  him  think  of  the  loss  of  probably 
two  millions  of  dollars  annually,  in  spurious  notes,  by  honest  and  in- 
dustrious citizens,  and  the  question  arises,  whether  any  thing  can  be 
done  to  prevent  the  evil }  By  examining  the  list  of  notes,  it  will  be 
seen  that  there  is  only  one  counterfeit  in  the  State  of  Maine.  By  ex- 
amining the  table,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  proportion  of  convicts  in  the 
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Maine  Prison,  for  this  crime,  is  only  one  to  thirty-one,  and,  at  the 
same  time,  one  to  eight  at  Auburn.  The  question  then  arises,  how  is 
this  difference  explained  ?  The  only  answer  is,  the  laws  of  Maine 
require  the  banks  to  use  Perkins'  Patent  Stereotype  Steel  Plate. 
Of  this  plate  there  is  not  a  counterfeit  on  the  long  list  of  two  hundred 
and  thirty-seven.  It  has  been  in  use  twenty  years,  and  there  has 
never  been  a  successful  counterfeit.  The  laws  of  Massachusetts  in 
regard  to  all  the  new  charters,  and  the  laws  of  Maine  in  regard  to  all 
the  banks,  require  the  use  of  this  plate.  In  view  of  the  facts  stated, 
is  it  not  wise,  that  the  laws  should  require  the  use  of  it  ?  Even  the 
solitary  counterfeit  note  in  Maine  is  not  of  this  kind ;  and  the  propor- 
tion of  convicts  for  counterfeit  money  in  Maine  is  very  small. 

Character  of  the  Colored  Population.     How  long  before  the  commu- 
nity will  awake  on  this  subject }     There  is  but  a  handful  of  this  peo- 
ple in  the  northern  States,  and  yet,  how  great  a  proportion  of  all  the 
convicts  are  from  this  class,  and  how  great  a  proportion  of  the  whole 
number  are  in  Prison  !     What  can  be  done  .?     The  means  of  educa- 
tion can  be  extended  to  them.     The  young  children  can  be  placed  in 
common  schools.     A  number  of  the  young  men  can  receive  a  good 
education,  and  become  teachers.     The  ignorant  adults,  and  the  young 
men  and  children,  can  be  brought  into  Sabbath  schools.     We  have 
never  heard  of  a  Sabbath  school  scholar  in  Prison.     The  Christian 
community  can  be  made  to  feel  that  they  must  have  an  eye  and  a 
heart  on  this  subject.     The  affluent,  like  Wilberforce,  and  the  plod- 
ding, like  Clarkson,  can  be  undertakers  in  this  cause.      Corrected 
public  opinion  can  demand  that  the  public  monies  shall  be  expended 
to  educate,  rather  than  to  punish  colored  people.     Who  would  not 
rather  see  their  children  in  school,  their  young  men  receiving  an  edu- 
cation, their  adults  enjoying  a  comfortable  old  age,  than  to  see  such 
numbers,  of  all  classes  among  them,  cast   into   Prison  }     especially 
when  it  is  remembered,  that  the  expense  of  their  education  would  not 
greatly  exceed  the  expense  of  their  punishment.     In  the  government 
of  God,  punishment  is  his  strange  work.     It  ought  to  be  so  in  all  hu- 
man government ;  but  it  is  not  so,  in  this  country,  in  regard  to  the 
colored  population.     It  falls  frequently  and  heavily  upon  them.     A 
little  effort  would  greatly  diminish  the  proportion  of  colored  convicts. 
11.   Combined  and  powerful  Christian  Effort. — We  believe  that  a  bet- 
ter day  is  dawning  upon  this  world.     We  believe  that  this  is  done  by 
the  power  of  God,  according  to  his  promise.     We  believe,  at  the  same 
time,  that  God  works  by  means,  and  that  means  are  inefficacious 
without  prayer.     If,  then,  the  question  is  asked,  how  shall  the  num- 
ber, and  capacity,  and  wretchedness,  and  vices  of  Prisons  be  diminish- 
ed, and  the  causes  of  crime  gradually  worn  away  .''    the  answer  is,  by 
the  blessing  of  God,  in  answer  to  prayer,  on  combined  and  powerful 
Christian  effort.     We  wish  to  see  an  association  of  the  people  of  God 
for  this  purpose,  in  every  State  in  the  Union,  and  in  every  city  and 
village  where  there  is  a  Prison.     The  moment  these  associations  are 
formed,  and  the  members  of  them  enter  upon  their  duties,  light  will 
shine  upon  some  of  the  darkest  places  in  the  earth.     And  before  they 
shall  have  been  in  existence  many  years,  crime  and  punishment  will 
be  greatly  diminished  ;  extensive  combinations  in  villany  broken  up  ; 
Penitentiaries  no  longer  seminaries  of  vice  ;    their  officers  men  who 
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fear  God  and  hate  covetousness ;  the  heavy  burden  of  their  support 
borne  by  the  hard  labor  of  the  convicts  ;  evil  communication  among 
them  prevented ;  means  of  instruction  afforded  ;  children  and  youth 
and  lunatics  delivered  from  Prison,  and  provided  with  a  refuge  ;  causes 
of  uncommon  mortality  explained  ;  intemperance,  counterfeit  money, 
and  the  colored  population,  less  productive  causes  of  crime ;  and  evi- 
dence conclusive  of  the  approach  of  a  better  day  for  the  most  depraved 
and  wretched  of  our  race,  in  consequence  of  the  blessing  of  God 
IN  answer  to  prayer  on  combined  and  powerful  Christian  ef- 
fort. 

IV.     View  of  Prisons. 

1.  State  Prison  in  Maine : 

2.  State  Prison  in  New  Hampshire : 

3.  State  Prison  in   Vermont : 

4.  State  Piison  in  Massachusetts : 
6.  State  Prison  in  Connecticut : 

6.  Penitentiary  in  New  York  City : 

7.  State  Prison  in  New   York  City : 

8.  State  Prison  at  Sing  Sing,  N.  Y. : 

9.  State  Prison  at  Auburn,  N  Y.  : 

10.  State  Prison  in  New  Jersey : 

11.  Old  County  Prison  in  Philadelphia  : 

12.  New  State  Prison  in  Philadelphia: 

13.  State  Prison  at  Pittsburg,  Penn.  : 

14.  Baltimore  Penitentiary : 

15.  New  Penitentiary  in   Washington,  D.  C.  : 

16.  Virginia  Penitentiary : 

17.  Penitentiaries  in  Georgia,  Kentucky,  and  Ohio : 

18.  Houses  of  Refuge  in  Boston,  New  York,  and  Philadelphia: 

19.  County  Prisons. 

■  1.  State  Prison  in  Maine. — Location.  This  Prison  is  located  in 
Thomaston,  eighty  miles  north-east  of  Portland,  on  an  eminence,  a 
few  rods  from  navigable  water.  This  situation  was  chosen  for  the 
purpose  of  enclosing  within  the  yard  an  inexhaustible  quarry  of  lime 
stone,  and  an  appropriation  has  since  been  made  by  the  Legislature  to 
extend  the  yard  to  the  river,  to  give  the  convicts  an  opportunity  of 
hammering  granite,  which  may  be  brought  to  the  Prison  by  water  from 
the  vicinity.     The  situation  is  healthy  and  retired. 

Construction.  The  construction  of  this  Prison  is  peculiar.  The 
night  rooms,  or  cells,  are  pits,  entered  from  the  top,  with  a  small  lad- 
der, through  an  orifice  about  two  feet  square.  The  ladder  is  removed 
when  the  convicts  are  in  the  cells.  The  orifice  is  secured  with  an 
iron  grate,  used  as  a  trap  door.  The  only  other  orifices  in  the  cell 
are  one  in  the  bottom,  about  one  and  a  half  inches  in  diameter,  to  ad- 
mit warm  air  from  underneath,  which  is  heated  by  a  furnace ;  and 
another  in  the  side  of  the  cell,  about  one  and  a  half  by  eight  inches. 
This  orifice  has  an  angle  in  the  w  all  to  prevent  the  convict  from  see- 
ing any  person  without.  The  cells  are  eight  feet  and  nine  inches 
long,  four  feet  and  six  inches  wide,   and  nine  feet  and  eight  inches 
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A,  B,  C,  F,  F,  apartments  in  the  keeper's  house,  which  is  40  feet  by  50,  and 
two  stories  high  ;  D,  T,  U,  store  rooms  in  a  one  story  building;;  i,  i,  cells  about 
0  leet  long,  4^  wide,  and  ten  feet  high  ;  H,  I,  J,  K,  V,  small  shops,  some  one 
fnd  some  two  stories;  L,  M,  N,  0,  S,  apartments  in  a  two  story  building  used 
for  a  kitchen,  dining  hall, store  room?,  shops;  R,  R,  yard;  P,  quarry;  Q.,  en- 
hance to  the  quarry  and  yard. 

ISeak  QO/tei  to  an  inch. 
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high.  They  are  arranged  in  two  rows,  in  each  wing  of  the  building. 
In  the  east  wing  are  twenty-eight  cells ;  in  the  west  wing  twenty-two. 
Over  each  block  of  cells  is  built  a  covering  of  wood,  with  upright 
posts  seven  feet  high,  and  a  roof.  The  sides  of  this  covering  are 
composed,  in  part,  of  large  doors,  which  move  on  rollers  ;  so  that,  when 
they  are  rolled  back,  one  half  of  each  side  of  the  covering  is  open,  for 
the  free  circulation  of  air,  over  the  tops  of  the  cells.  At  night,  these 
doors  are  closed,  and  secured  with  hooks  on  both  sides.  The  spaces 
covered  by  the  doors,  on  the  sides  towards  the  street,  are  secured  by 
iron  bars,  one  inch  in  diameter,  and  about  four  inches  asunder.  On 
the  side  towards  the  yard,  they  are  not  secured  in  this  manner.  The 
wings  of  the  building,  in  which  the  cells  are  built,  are  two  stories 
high  ;  the  first  of  stone,  and  the  second  of  wood.  The  wings  fronting 
the  north  extend  to  the  east  and  west,  from  a  stone  house  in  the  cen- 
tre, fifty  feet  by  forty,  two  stories  high,  with  convenient  apartments  for 
the  keeper's  family  and  the  guard.  We  have  been  thus  minute  in  the 
description  of  this  building,  because  there  is  nothing  like  it  in  this 
country. 

The  ground  view  of  the  building,  the  shops,  and  the  yard,  are  here 
exhibited. 

There  is  nothing  else  requiring  particular  description  in  the  con- 
struction of  this  Prison.  As  the  Prison  was  originally  designed  to  try 
the  effect  of  solitary  confinement,  there  was  not  much  regard,  in  the 
construction,  to  any  thing  but  the  cells.  Since  this  mo  ■"  of  punish- 
ment has  been  abandoned,  an  appropriation  has  been  i  ade  for  the 
purpose  of  building  a  chapel,  dining  hall,  and  shops ;  so  that  the  de- 
fects which  were  apparent  in  August,  1826,  will  be  obviated,  in  some 
(legree,  by  the  act  of  the  Legislature  in  February,  1827. 

Government.  The  officers  of  this  Prison  are,  three  inspectors,  a 
warden,  keeper,  clerk,  and  five  overseers,  a  physician,  and  two  chap- 
lains. 

The  appointment  of  all  the  officers  is  by  the  governor  and  council ; 
the  keeper,  clerk,  and  overseers,  on  the  nomination  of  the  warden. 

The  salary  of  ell  the  officers  amounts  to  $  3,043.  Warden,  $  700  ; 
keeper,  $  200  ;  clerk,  $  200  ;  overseers,  $  180  each  ;  physician,  $  100 ; 
chaplain,  $100;  inspectors,  $206;  besides  $91  annually  to  each  oif 
the  officers,  (except  the  inspectors,  physician,  and  chaplain,)  for  board. 

The  duties  of  the  officers  are  as  follows  :  the  keeper  attends  the 
visitors,  and  moves  about  among  the  prisoners ;  the  clerk  keeps  the 
accounts ;  two  overseers  are  on  the  wall  as  guard,  and  relieve  each 
other  every  hour ;  two  overseers  are  in  the  quarry,  and  relieve  each 
other  every  hour  ;  one  overseer  superintends  the  cooking ;  the  chap- 
lains preach  at  the  Prison  alternately,  once  every  Sabbath ;  the  in- 
spectors visit  the  Prison  occasionally,  and  examine  its  condition.  The 
warden,  who  is  also  physician,  has  the  great  responsibility  and  control 
in  this  establishment. 

Prisoners.  The  whole  nmnber  received  from  the  commencement, 
July  3,  1824,  till  August  23,  1826,  was  162  ;  of  whom  155  were  males 
and  7  females  ;  158  whites  and  4  blacks. 

The  nativity  of  those  committed  from  July,  1824,  till  October,  1825, 
was  as  follows  :  Maine,  62  ;  Massachusetts,  11  ;  New  Hampshire,  8; 
New  York,  2 ;  Nova  Scotia,  England,  Ireland,  and  France,  24. 
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The  sentences  of  112  first  committed  were  as  follows  :  less  than  one 
year,  40 ;  between  one  and  two  years,  29 ;  between  two  and  three 
years,  18 ;  between  three  and  four  years,  7 ;  between  four  and  five 
years,  8  ;  between  five  and  six  years,  3  ;  between  six  and  seven  years, 
0 ;  between  seven  and  eight  years,  1  ;  between  eight  and  nine  years, 
1 ;  between  nine  and  ten  years,  1  ;  between  ten  and  eleven  years,  2 ; 
for  life,  2.  "  Of  fifty-eight  convicts  received  into  the  State  Prison 
during  the  last  year,  thirteen  were  sentenced  to  be  punished  by  solitary 
imprisonment  alone.  Many  of  those  who  are  sentenced  to  be  confined 
to  hard  labor  have  also  to  endure  a  large  proportion  of  solitary  con- 
finement. One  is  sentenced  to  suffer  eight  months,  others  five  and  six 
months  of  solitary  imprisonment.  About  one  third  of  the  convicts  who 
have  been  discharged  from  the  State  Prison  were  sentenced  to  suffer 
solitary  imprisonment  only,  or  to  such  long  periods  in  proportion  to 
their  confinement  to  hard  labor,  as  to  render  the  labor  wholly  unpro- 
ductive. Some,  who  were  sentenced  to  suffer  solitary  imprisonment 
and  confinement  to  hard  labor,  were  condemned  to  suffer  an  equal 
term  of  each.  Many  of  the  convicts  sent  to  the  State  Prison  were,  at 
the  time  of  their  arrival  there,  afflicted  with  diseases,  and  some  with 
incurable  diseases.  Where  such  were  sentenced  for  short  periods,  the 
Prison,  instead  of  a  place  of  punishment  to  them,  has  been  an  hos- 
pital." 

The  crimes  of  116  first  committed  were,  for  larceny,  89  ;  man- 
slaughter, 3 ;  lewdness,  7 ;  adultery,  5 ;  forgery,  2  ;  counterfeit  money, 
6  ;  arson,  1  ;  perjury,  1  ;  assault  with  intent  to  ravish,  2. 

The  a^e  of  the  same  persons  was  as  follows:  under  twenty,  17; 
between  twenty  and  thirty,  54  ;  between  thirty  and  forty,  26  ;  between 
forty  and  fifty,  12 ;  between  fifty  and  sixty,  1 ;  between  sixty  and 
seventy,  2. 

Their  employment  before  committed  was  as  follows  :  without  employ- 
ment, 9  ;  laborers,  49  ;  shoe  makers,  9  ;  farmers,  7 ;  tmckman,  1 ; 
stone  cutters,  2 ;  driving  team,  14 ;  blacksmiths.  G  ;  stage  driver,  1 ; 
whitesmith,  1  ;  traders,  2  ;  coopers,  2  ;  baker,  1 ;  printers,  2  ;  carpen- 
ters, 2  ;  spinster,  1 . 

Their  employment  in  the  Prison^  August  23,  1826,  was  as  follows  :  in 
the  quarry,  29  ;  smiths'  shop,  4  ;  stone  cutting,  11  ;  sawing  stone,  2 ; 
shoe  making,  1 1  ;  binding  shoes,  1  ;  tailors,  2 ;  joiners,  5 ;  picking 
oakum,  2 ;  attending  sick,  1  ;  waiting,  3 ;  cooking  and  washing,  2  ; 
unable  to  v^ork,  1  ;  in  the  hospital,  4  ;  in  solitar}',  3 ;  total,  82. 

The  number  of  prisoners^  at  different  periods,  has  been  as  follows  : 
December  1,  1S24,  fifty-four;  June  1,  1825,  sixty-four;  December  1, 
1825,  seventy ;  June  1,  1826,  eighty-six  ;  August  22,  1826,  eighty- 
two. 

The  health  of  the  yjrisoners  has  been  remarkable ;  not  one  having 
died  from  a  natural  cause  since  the  Prison  was  organized.  Two  have 
committed  suicide. 

An  important  experiment  has  been  made  in  this  Prism  of  the  effect  on 
health,  of  cutting  off  habitual  drunkards,  at  once,  from  the  use  of  spirituous 
liquors,  in  every  form,  and  confining  them  to  cold  water.  It  has  been 
found  invariably  beneficial.  They  soon  renew  their  youth  ;  and  a 
more  hale,  healthy,  muscular  body  of  men  cannot  be  found  in  Prison, 
or  out  of  Prison,  than  the  cold  water  convicts,  in  the  quarry  of  the 
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Maine  Prison.  It  is  an  experiment,  also,  to  show,  that  hard  labor  can 
be  performed  on  good  food  and  cold  water.  As  evidence  of  this,  it  is 
only  necessary  to  see  these  men  handle  rocks. 

The  evils  existing  in  this  Prison  are  evil  communication^  particularly 
in  the  cells  where  two  are  confined  together,  which  will,  probably, 
soon  be  obviated  by  increasing  the  number  of  cells ;  a  disposition  in 
old  convicts  to  associate  themselves  with  the  youth,  which  has  been 
carefully  prevented  as  far  as  possible  by  the  warden  ;  procuring  spirit- 
uous liquors  and  cards,  in  a  few  instances,  from  assistant  keepers,  who 
have  been  discharged  ;  a  want  of  vigilant  inspection  in  the  shops  dur- 
ing the  day,  which  arises  from  the  great  diversity  of  employments,  and 
the  number  of  small  shops,  and  which  it  is  in  contemplation  to  prevent 
by  making  the  business  more  simple  ;  expense  of  supporting  the  es- 
tablishment, (more  than  $  1000  the  last  year,)  which  will  be  dimi- 
nished by  the  new  rules  aiid  regulations  ;  and  the  want  of  instruction, 
which  is  a  subject  of  complaint  in  the  last  Report  of  the  warden  to  the 
Legislature.  The  Prison  has  been  furnished  with  only  one  short  reli- 
gious service  on  the  Sabbath,  and  no  instruction  of  any  kind  at  any 
other  time. 

The  recommitments  in  this  Prison  are  seven  for  second  offence  ;  none 
for  a  third.  The  cases  of  reformation  known  to  the  keepers  are  very 
few. 

The  experience  of  this  institution,  during  the  three  years  since  its 
organization,  led  the  Legislature  to  enact  three  important  laws  at  the 
last  session  :  1st,  that  when  any  person  shall  be  sentenced  to  impri- 
sonment for  a  term  less  than  six  months,  such  sentence  shall  be  executed 
in  the  county  jail,  and  not  in  the  State  Prison,  unless,  from  the  charac- 
ter and  circumstances  of  the  convict,  imprisonment  in  such  county  jail 
shall  to  the  court  appear  unsafe  or  improper  :  2d,  that  when  any  female^ 
or  any  person  under  the  age  of  eighteen  years,  shall  be  convicted,  the  sen- 
tence shall  be  executed  in  the  jail  of  the  county,  unless,  from  the  cir- 
cumstances of  the  case,  such  imprisonment  shall  to  the  court  appear 
unsuitable  or  inadequate  :  3d,  that  all  punishments  by  imprisonment 
in  the  State  Prison  shall  be  by  confinement  to  hard  labor,  and  not  by 
solitary  imprisonment  ;  provided  that  nothing  herein  contained  shall 
preclude  the  use  of  solitary  confinement  as  a  prison  discipline  for  the 
goveniment  and  good  order  of  the  prisoners. 

2.  State  Prison  in  New  Hampshire. — Location.  This  Prison  is  loca- 
ted in  Concord,  half  a  mile  north  of  the  State  House,  and  43  miles  N. 
N.  W.  of  Boston.  It  is  neither  on  navigable  water,  nor  on  a  quarry. 
The  granite  rock,  which  furnishes  the  great  business  of  the  convicts,  is 
found,  generally,  on  the  surface  of  the  ground,  about  two  miles  from 
the  Prison,  and  is  carried  by  land  first  to  the  Prison,  and  then  by  land, 
about  two  miles,  to  the  Merrimack  river,  and  then  in  boats  by  the  river 
and  canal  to  Boston.  The  situation  is  healthy  and  retired,  and,  on  the 
whole,  favorable  to  the  pecuniary  concerns  of  the  institution. 

Construction.  There  is  nothing  peculiar  in  the  construction  of  this 
Prison.  It  is  built  on  the  old  plan,  with  apartments  opposite  each 
other,  on  a  common  hall,  so  that  several  men  may  be  lodged  in  the 
same  room,  and  have  an  easy  communication  at  night  throughout  the 
building.  A  case  is  mentioned  by  the  former  warden,  in  which  a  male 
and  female,  who  occupied  rooms  in  the  extremities  of  the  building^ 
9  * 
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one  in  the  lower  story,  at  the  north  end,  and  the  other  in  the  third 
story,  at  the  south  end,  formed  an  acquaintance,  and  carried  on  a 
courtship,  which  resulted  in  marriage,  after  they  were  discharged. 
The  building  is  so  constructed,  that  no  attempt  is  made  to  prevent  evil 
communication  at  night ;  and  if  the  attempt  were  made,  it  would  be 
very  expensive  and  very  ineffectual. 

The  construction  of  the  shops  is  much  better  in  this  respect.  They 
are  simple,  cheap,  few  in  number,  and  without  hiding  places  ;  so  that 
one  overseer  can  do  more  to  prevent  evil  communication,  while  the 
men  are  at  their  labor,  than  five  men  can  do  in  the  shops  of  the  Maine 
Prison. 

The  Prison  building  is  of  granite,  70  feet  long,  36  feet  wide,  three 
stories  high,  containing  thirty-six  cells.  Connected  with  the  Prison 
is  the  keeper's  house,  of  granite,  49  feet  long,  22  feet  wide,  and  four 
stories  high  above  the  basement.  The  yard,  in  which  are  the  shops, 
is  259  feet  by  192,  surrounded  with  a  stone  wall  14  feet  high,  with 
pickets  on  the  top  10  feet  high,  making  the  whole  height  24  feet. 

Government.  The  officers  of  this  Prison  are  a  warden,  deputy  war- 
den, two  mechanics,  who  are  also  overseers,  two  or  three  guards,  a 
physician  and  chaplain.     The  governor  and  council  are  directors. 

The  appointment  of  the  warden  is  by  the  governor  and  council ;  of 
the  other  officers  by  the  warden.  The  salary  of  the  officers  is  as  fol- 
lows :  warden,  $  800  ;  deputy  warden,  $  200,  and  board  ;  overseers, 
$  240,  and  board  ;  physician  and  chaplain  by  contract  with  the  war- 
den, about  $  85  annually,  including  medicine. 

The  duties  of  the  officers  are  sufficiently  designated  by  the  names ; 
except  that  the  warden  has  usually  done  the  duties  of  keeper,  con- 
tractor, and  clerk.  The  warden  and  deputy  warden  have,  also,  read 
the  scriptures  to  the  men,  twice  every  day,  and,  when  no  clergyman 
could  be  obtained,  the  warden  has  conducted  the  religious  service  of 
the  Sabbath  by  reading  and  priyer. 

Prisoners.  The  whole  number  received  from  November  23,  1812, 
when  this  Prison  was  organized,  to  September,  1825,  was  257  ;  of 
whom  253  were  males,  and  4  females ;  251  whites,  and  6  colored. 

Their  sentences  were  as  follows  :  12  for  one  year ;  63  for  two  years; 
84  for  three  years  ;  21  for  four  years  ;  37  for  five  years  ;  2  for  six 
years  ;  2  for  seven  years  ;  4  for  eight  years ;  2  for  nine  years  ;  1  for 
twelve  years  ;  2  males  and  1  female  for  life.  Of  the  whole  number, 
191  had  no  term  of  solitary  confinement,  under  sentence  of  the  Court; 
1  had  two  months  solitary ;  and  the  others  from  one  to  thirty  days. 

Their  crimes  were  as  follows  :  for  stealing,  192  ;  counterfeit  money, 
24;  assault,  &c.  10;  forgery,  8;  burglary,  3;  arson,  3;  perjury,  1. 

Their  nativity  w?iS  as  follows:  New  Hampshire,  151;  Massachu- 
setts, 41  ;  Vermont,  10  ;  Rhode  Island,  4;  other  States,  14  ;  Canada, 
Ireland,  England,  and  the  West  Indies,  16. 

The  employment  and  earnings  of  the  prisoners  for  the  year  ending 
May  31,  1825,  were  as  follows  :  in  the  stone  shop,  50  men,  average 
earnings  per  day,  50  cents  and  a  fraction  each ;  in  the  smiths'  shop,  7 
men,  average  earnings,  49  cents  and  a  fraction  each  ;  in  the  coopers' 
shop,  2  men,  average  earnings  per  day,  38  cents  and  a  fraction  each ; 
weavers,  tailors,  and  painters,  3  men,  earnings,  in  the  course  of  the 
year,  $84  26  ;  lumpers  about  the  yard,  piling  stone,  loading  and  un- 
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loading,  cleaning  the  yard,  and  cutting  wood,  6,  earnings  0.  Whole 
number  of  men,  69,  average  earnings  per  day,  42  cents  and  a  fraction 
each. 

The  expense  jor  food  and  clothing  for  the  year  ending  May  1,  1822, 
was  as  follows  :  for  the  food  of  each  prisoner,  $  14  25,  and  a  fraction, 
for  the  year,  or  3  cents  9  mills  per  day  ;  of  clothing  and  bedding  for 
each  prisoner,  for  the  year,  $  5  27. 

The  health  of  the  Prison  is  remarkably  good.  The  same  remark 
might  with  propriety  be  made  concerning  it,  as  was  made  by  a  venera- 
ble physician  concerning  the  Prison  at  Auburn ;  i.  e.  it  exceeds  the 
health  of  the  country  at  large. 

The  same  valuable  experiment  has  been  made,  as  in  Maine,  concern- 
ing the  effect  of  cutting  otf  drunkards  from  the  use  of  ardent  spirits, 
and  with  the  same  results. 

The  income  from  the  labor  of  the  convicts  has  been  already  stated. 

The  recommitments  are  only  one  to  twenty. 

The  principal  evils  existing  while  Mr.  Pilsbury  was  keeper,  were, 
1st,  the  want  of  subordination,  in  consequence  of  the  changes  among 
the  under  officers,  and  the  difficulty  of  obtaining  men  of  the  proper 
character  for  the  compensation  allowed  ;  2dly,  the  necessity  of  placing 
two  or  more  men  in  the  same  room,  and  the  evils  consequent  upon  it ; 
3dly,  the  inadequate  provision  for  moral  and  religious  instruction. 
But,  notwithstanding  these  evils,  the  result  of  the  experiment  in  New 
Hampshire,  in  regard  to  the  Penitentiary  system,  as  shown  by  the 
health  of  the  convicts,  by  their  productive  labor,  and  by  the  small 
number  of  recommitments,  is  very  favorable.  If  men  of  proper  cha- 
racter could  have  been  always  obtained  for  assistant  keepers ;  if  the 
construction  of  the  Prison  had  been  such  as  to  admit  of  the  separation 
of  convicts  at  night ;  and  if  more  liberal  provision  had  been  made  for 
instruction,  we  see  no  reason  why  this  Prison  would  not  have  been,  in 
the  best  sense  of  the  word,  a  Penitentiary. 

3.  State  Prison  in  Vermont. — Location.  This  Prison  is  located  in 
Windsor,  on  the  west  bank  of  the  Connecticut  river,  18  miles  south 
of  Dartmouth  College,  and  112  miles  N.  W.  of  Boston.  It  is  situated 
on  an  eminence,  west  of  the  village,  about  half  a  mile  from  the  river. 
The  situation  is  healthy,  and  the  business  performed  in  the  institution 
is  such,  as  to  make  it  no  great  inconvenience,  that  it  is  a  little  removed 
from  navigable  water. 

Construction.  There  is  nothing  peculiar  in  the  construction  of  this 
Prison.  It  is  built  on  the  old  plan,  both  in  regard  to  the  night  rooms 
and  shops  ;  so  that  it  must  be  very  difficult  with  any  degree  of  vigi- 
lance to  prevent  evil  communication.  The  night  rooms  are  large,  and 
are  arranged  opposite  a  common  hall,  and  the  shops  are  numerous  ;  so 
that  ten  vigilant  keepers  could  not  do  as  much  to  prevent  evil  commu- 
nication, as  two  might  do  in  a  Prison  properly  constructed.  The  con- 
struction is  such  that  no  attempt  is  made  to  prevent  evil  communica- 
tion at  night,  and  it  is  not  effectually  prevented  by  day.  The  Prison, 
which  is  built  of  stone,  is  eighty-four  feet  long,  thirty-six  feet  wide, 
and  three  stories  high.  Connected  with  the  Prison  is  the  keeper's 
house,  of  stone,  fifty-four  feet  long,  twenty-four  feet  wide,  and  four 
stories  high.  The  building  containing  the  shops,  within  the  yard,  is 
of  brick,  one  hundred  feet  long,  twenty-four  feet  wide,  and  three  sto- 
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lies  high.     The  yard  is  sixteen  rods  long  and  twelve  rods  wide.     The 
yard  wall  is  twenty  feet  high. 

Government.  The  officers  are  a  superintendent,  warden,  or  keeper, 
nine  overseers  and  guard,  a  physician  and  chaplain. 

The  appointment  of  the  superintendent  and  warden  is  by  the  Legis- 
lature, annually ;  of  the  overseers  and  guard,  by  the  superintendent 
and  warden. 

The  salary  of  the  superintendent  is  $  850  ;  of  the  warden,  $  400  j 
of  the  overseers  and  guard,  $  130  each  ;  of  the  physician,  $  100  ;  of 
the  chaplain,  $  104. 

The  duties  of  the  superintendent  include  those  of  clerk,  contractor^ 
and  agent.  There  is  nothing  important  to  remark  concerning  the  du- 
ties of  the  other  officers,  except  that  the  duties  of  chaplain  are  very 
irregularly  discharged.  In  truth  there  is  no  stated  chaplain,  whose 
senices  can  be  relied  on. 

Prisoners.  The  whole  number  received  in  this  Prison  from  the 
commencement  in  May,  1809,  till  September,  1825,  was  534 ;  males, 
528  ;  females,  6  ;  whites,  510  ;  colored,  24. 

The  crimes  of  350  last  received  were  as  follows :  stealing,  203 ; 
counterfeit  money,  51  ;  burglary,  21  ;  forgery,  14  ;  assault  with  intent 
to  iiiurder,  adultery,  and  breaking  jail,  4  each ;  polygamy,  attempt  to 
ravish,  adultery,  and  manslaughter,  3  each  ;  attempt  to  commit  rape, 
iJHiOofing  villains,  arson,  burning,  2  each  ;  highway  robbery,  fomica- 
vion,  and  murder,  1  each.  The  cause  of  the  large  number  for  counter- 
feit money  in  this  Prison  is  probably  because  the  village  in  Canada, 
iforu  which  are  the  greatest  issues  of  spurious  bills,  is  situated  on  the 
C^ii^.nes  of  Vermont. 

'i'he  sentences  we  cannot  exhibit ;  except  that  none  are  sentenced  to 
solitary  imprisonment. 

The  nativity  of  the  534,  mentioned  above,  was  as  follows  :  Vermont^ 
only  96  ;  New  Hampshire,  105 ;  Massachusetts,  78 ;  Connecticut, 
53  ;  New  York,  55  ;  other  States,  26  ;  Canada  and  foreign  countries, 
76.  The  cause  of  having  more  in  this  Prison  natives  of  New  Hamp- 
shire than  of  Vermont  is  inexplicable.  The  cause  of  having  so  small 
a  proportion  natives  of  the  State  is  very  singular.  One  cause  may  be, 
that  great  numbers  resort  to  this  State,  and  pass  through  it,  from  other 
States,  on  their  way  to  Canada,  who  are  engaged  in  the  circulation  of 
counterfeit  money. 

The  expense  of  supporting  the  prisoners,  for  several  years  from  the 
organization  of  the  Prison,  was  from  five  to  seven  thousand  dollars, 
annually.  During  this  time,  many  of  them  were  employed  in  making 
nails.  For  several  years  past,  the  Prison  has  supported  itself.  The 
balance  in  favor  of  the  Prison  in  1823  was  $868  16.  During  the 
latter  period  the  principal  employment  has  been  weaving. 

The  health  of  the  prisoners  is  remarkably  good.  The  whole  num- 
ber of  graves  is  thirteen.  During  seven  years,  from  November,  1818, 
till  November,  1825,  the  deaths  were,  from  natural  causes,  only  six. 
The  average  number  of  prisoners  during  this  period  was  one  hundred ; 
so  that  the  mortality  was  not  one  per  cent.  There  has  been  very  little 
sickness.     The  number  in  the  hospital  is  generally  two  or  three. 

The  same  valuable  experiment  has  been  made  in  Vermont,  as  in  New 
Hampshire  and  Maine,  of  the  effect  of  cutting  off  habitual  drunkards 
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from  the  use  of  ardent  spirits,  and  with  the  same  delightful  results  in 
regard  to  health.  The  subjects  of  such  treatment  renew  their  youth 
directly. 

The  recommitments  have  been  seventeen  for  second,  and  two  for  third 
oifence. 

The  evils  in  this  Prison  are  the  construction  of  the  Prison,  making 
it  impossible  to  prevent  evil  communication  at  night,  and  very  difficalt 
to  prevent  it  during  the  day  ;  great  neglect  of  instruction  on  the  Sab- 
bath and  during  the  week.  If  these  evils  were  remedied,  this  Prison 
would  be  a  good  Penitentiary. 

4.  State  Prison  in  Massachusetts. — Location.  This  Prison  is  located 
in  Charlestown,  on  navigable  water,  2^  miles  from  Boston.  The  situ- 
ation was  chosen  originally  without  reference  to  the  principal  business 
now  pursued.  The  granite  rock,  which  a  large  number  of  the  convicts 
are  employed  in  hammering,  is  brought  down  the  Merrimack  river  and 
canal  about  fifty  miles,  in  boats ;  and  in  sloops,  from  the  Kennebeck 
river,  in  Maine,  and  from  Gloucester  and  Quincy,  Mass.  The  situa- 
tion is  healthy,  and  advantageous  to  the  pecuniary  concerns  of  the  in- 
stitution. 

Construction.  There  is  nothing  in  the  construction  of  this  Prison 
worthy  of  notice,  except  the  new  Prison,  and  the  new  shops.  The 
old  prison  building,  and  the  old  shops,  do  not  admit  of  separation,  in- 
spection, or  discipline,  among  three  hundred  convicts.  The  new 
building  will  put  this  matter  right  at  night,  •  and  the  new  shops  are 
such  as  to  admit  of  thorough  inspection,  during  the  day,  over  as  many 
convicts  as  can  work  in  them.  When  the  new  building  is  done,  which 
will  not  probably  be  in  less  than  eighteen  months,  and  when  the  old 
shops  are  demolished,  and  the  new  shops  enlarged,  sufficiently  to  ac- 
commodate all  the  prisoners,  then  this  Prison,  in  its  construction,  will 
be  as  well  calculated  to  promote  a  salutary  prison  discipline  as  any 
other  in  this  country.  The  new  building  will  be  of  granite,  about  200 
feet  long,  40  feet  wide,  and  four  stories  high,  containing  300  separate 
cells.  The  plan  of  building  differs  from  that  at  Auburn  only  in  plac- 
ing the  door  of  the  cell  on  the  outer  surface  of  the  wall ;  in  the  fasten- 
ing of  the  door,  which  is  more  simple  and  convenient ;  in  making  the 
galleries  of  stone  and  the  railing  of  iron  ;  and  in  placing  a  window  in 
the  external  wall  opposite  every  cell,  in  the  three  upper  stories.  These 
variations  from  the  Auburn  plan  are  intended  as  an  improvement ;  but 
whether  they  will  prove  so,  in  regard  to  the  windows  and  doors,  cart 
only  be  proved  by  experience. 

The  construction  of  the  new  shops  is  very  simple,  being  little  else 
than  an  extensive  enclosure  of  wood,  with  a  lofty  covering,  leaving  the 
space  within  open  to  the  eye  144  feet  in  length,  and  88  in  breadth. 
A  single  overseer  may  do  more  to  prevent  evil  communication  between 
one  hundred  men  in  this  shop,  than  ten  overseers  could  do  to  prevent 
it  among  the  same  number  in  the  apartments  of  the  old  brick  building. 
As  to  construction,  therefore,  we  only  wish  the  new  buildings  could 
be  sooner  completed. 

Government.  The  officers  are  three  directors,  a  warden,  keeper^ 
clerk,  three  turnkeys,  eighteen  overseers,  a  night  watch,  physician, 
and  chaplain. 
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The  appointment  of  the  directors,  warden,  physician,  and  chaplain, 
is  by  the  governor  and  council ;  of  the  other  officers  by  the  directors. 

The  salary  of  the  directors  is  $300  each;  warden,  $  1,500;  keep- 
er, $  500  ;  clerk,  $  950  ;  turnkeys,  $  350  ;  overseers,  $  250  ;  night 
watch,  $  644  ;  physician,  and  chaplain,  $  250  each.  Besides  their 
salary,  the  keeper,  turnkeys,  and  overseers,  are  allowed  rations  amount- 
ing to  $  2,340  annually. 

The  duties  of  the  officers,  particularly  of  the  directors  and  warden, 
have  not  been  sufficiently  detiued  ;  and,  consequently,  there  has  been 
a  controversy  many  years  between  them.  This  controversy  has  led  to 
mutual  recrimination,  jealous  and  hostile  feeling,  and  many  embarrass- 
ments concerning  the  management  and  discipline  of  the  institution. 
It  is  not  surprising,  that  a  house  thus  divided  against  itself  should 
have  difficulties  within  and  without.  The  directors  may  think  the 
warden's  office  unnecessary,  and  the  warden  may  think  the  directors* 
unnecessary.  The  warden  may  commit  a  man  to  the  cells  for  punish- 
ment, and  the  director  for  the  week  remove  him  ;  the  warden  remove 
certain  indulgences  from  the  prisoners,  and  the  director  for  the  week 
restore  them ;  the  directors  order  monies  paid  to  an  assistant  keeper, 
which  the  warden  thinks  unjustifiable,  and  the  warden  refuse  to  pay 
it.  It  is,  and  has  been,  a  most  uncomfortable  controversy,  totally  in- 
consistent with  the  order  of  the  institution,  and  the  interests  of  the 
State. 

The  duties  of  the  physician  are  prescribed,  and  the  bill  of  mortality 
shows  that  a  small  proportion  only,  i.  e.  one  to  forty-nine^  of  the  men 
die  annually.  This  may  be  considered  a  favorable  result,  in  regard  to 
deaths  ;  but  a  circumstance  has  occurred  recently  of  a  singular  charac- 
ter, which  may  explain  the  reason,  why  so  large  a  number  of  men  are 
usually  found  in  the  hospital,  without  involving  the  character  of  the 
physician,  who  is  a  man  of  great  respectability.  This  fact  is  stated 
here  for  the  purpose  of  showing  the  importance,  not  only  of  placing 
the  sick  in  Penitentiaries,  under  the  care  of  a  physician,  who  under 
«tands  the  arts  of  these  places  ;  but,  also,  of  placing  the  hospital  undei 
the  care  of  some  other  one  than  a  convict.  One  of  the  keepers  states, 
that  an  officer,  who  was  employed  in  the  erection  of  the  new  building, 
has  been  recently  detected  in  furnishing  digitalis,  or  fox  glove,  to  a 
convict,  which  is  sought  after  by  the  prisoners  for  the  purpose  of  redu- 
cing the  pulse,  that  they  may,  in  this  way,  obtain  the  leisure,  and  at- 
tention, and  comforts  of  the  hospital.  The  same  officer  was  detected 
in  furnishing  spirits  and  money  to  the  same  convict,  and  has  been 
discharged,  and  put  under  bonds  for  one  thousand  dollars,  for  his  ap- 
pearance at  court.  This  single  fact  contains  a  volume  of  caution  con- 
cerning the  feigned  sickness  of  prisoners ;  the  impropriety  of  placing  a 
convict  in  the  hospital  of  a  Penitentiary  as  nurse,  and  giving  him 
charge  of  the  medicine,  which  is  very  commonly  done  ;  the  necessity 
of  great  wisdom,  and  experience,  and  faithfulness  in  the  physician, 
and  of  unbending  integrity  in  all  the  officers. 

The  duties  of  the  chaplain  at  Charlestown  are,  to  preach  at  the  Pri- 
son every  Sabbath,  at  12  o'clock,  and  to  visit  the  hospital  occasionally. 
His  compensation  corresponds  with  this  amount  of  duty.  The  clergy- 
man, on  whom  this  duty  devolves,  has  a  family,  and  is  obliged  to  at- 
tend to  other  duties,  or  not  provide  for  it.     Without  detracting  from 
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the  character  of  the  chaplain,  or  from  the  value  of  what  service  he 
performs,  it  may  be  said,  in  one  word,  that  this  provision  for  moral 
and  religious  instruction  is  not  the  thing  demanded  in  such  an  institu- 
tion. If  there  is  a  place  on  earth,  where  a  minister  of  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ  may  contend  with  sin,  it  is  in  a  great  Prison  ;  and  it  is  apparent 
from  facts,  that  he  may  not  only  find  sin  to  contend  with,  but  he  may 
contend  with  it  successfully.  This,  however,  must  be  done,  not  by 
going  to  the  Prison  once  a  week,  but  by  living  in  it ;  by  spending  the 
Sabbath  in  it,  and  every  day  in  the  week  in  it.  The  word  of  God 
should  be  read  daily,  and  prayers  most  earnestly  offered,  morning  and 
evening,  to  the  Almighty,  that  God  would  diminish  the  sin,  and 
change  the  heart,  and  save  these  men  from  going  forth  as  children  of 
hell  to  all  parts  of  the  world.  A  great  Prison  is  a  fountain  of  death ; 
and  if  it  ever  becomes  any  thing  else,  it  must  be  done  by  Christian 
effort.  We  want  no  better  illustration  of  what  may  be  done,  than  we 
have  in  what  has  been  done  by  Mr.  Curtis,  at  Auburn.  Nothing  ef- 
fectual will  be  done  in  this  department  at  Charlestown,  till  the  chap- 
lain is  devoted  entirely  to  his  business. 

We  have  no  remark  to  make  concerning  the  duties  of  the  other 
officers  in  this  Prison,  except  that  their  number  is  great ;  their  com- 
pensation is  liberal,  though  perhaps  not  sufficient ;  and  they  ought  by 
vigilance,  by  devotion,  and  by  a  good  life,  to  do  a  vast  deal  for  the 
purity  and  honor  of  the  institution  and  the  State  ;  and  on  no  account 
whatever  accept  a  bribe  from  a  prisoner. 

Prisoners.  The  whole  number  committed  from  the  commencement 
in  1805,  to  September,  1826,  is  1,992  ;  discharged  on  expiration  of 
sentence,  1,224;  pardoned,  325 ;  escaped,  15;  discharged  by  order  of 
Supreme  Court,  6;  remaining  in  Prison  September  1826,  313.  Of 
those  in  Prison  in  September,  1826,  263  were  white,  and  50  colored ; 
313  males,  0  females. 

The  crimes  for  which  they  were  sentenced  were,  for  store  break- 
ing and  theft,  192;  counterfeit  money,  30 ;  burglary,  17;  common 
thieves^  20  ;  assault  for  rape,  10;  assault  for  murder,  10;  forgery,  8; 
arson,  6  ;  common  cheats,  open  and  gross  lewdness,  murder,  sentence 
commuted  to  hard  labor  for  life,  2  each ;  manslaughter,  3 ;  receiving 
stolen  goods,  4 ;  robbery,  maiming,  robbing  bank,  escape  from  House 
of  Correction,  attempt  to  rescue  convicts,  adultery,  horse  stealing,  1 
each. 

Their  nativity  was  from  States  not  specified,  in  the  annual  Report  of 
the  warden,  255 ;  from  foreign  countries,  56. 

Their  employment  in  the  Prison,  September  30,  1826,  was,  stone  cut- 
ters, 105  ;  lumpers,  transporting  stone,  &c.  21 ;  cabinet  makers,  35  ; 
brush  makers,  26  ;  whitesmiths  and  tinmen,  6  ;  shoe  makers,  3 ;  cop- 
perplate printer,  1 ;  coopers,  7 ;  (the  78,  last  mentioned,  were  let  to 
contractors;)  weavers,  10;  tailors,  13 ;  employed  on  the  new  build- 
ings, 34;  washers  and  waiters,  10;  in  the  hospital,  10  ;  blacksmiths 
and  cobblers,  5  each ;  oakum  pickers,  8 ;  cooks,  9  ;  barbers,  3 ;  in  the 
cells,  2. 

The  income  from  the  labor  of  the  convicts,  after  defraying  every  ex- 
pense, has  been  stated  to  exceed  $  20,000  in  three  years.  As  it  has 
been  made  a  question,  in  other  States,  whether  any  such  results  have 
ever  been  gained  in  the  Massachusetts  Prison,  we  present  the  follow- 
ing accounts  rendered  bv  the  warden  for  the  last  two  years. 
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Expenses  and  Incmne  for  the  year  ending  September  30,  1825. 

Dr. 

To  amount  of  stock  on  band  September  30, 1824, 516,124  25 

Provision  department,  for  meats,  meal,  fish,  molasses,  &€.       .        .        .  6,948  31 

Clolhinff  department,  for  clothing  and  bedding, 2.076  45 

Hospital  department,  for  medicine,  &.c.            ......  5G4  54 

Stone  cutters'  department,  for  stone,  steel,  coal,  tfcc 21,826  25 

Oakum  department,  for  junk, 13.59 

Labor  department,  for  yarn,  iron,  leather,  &c.-       .        .         .        .        .  8C3  42 

Exp?nse  account,  fi>r  oil,  wood,  lumber,  repairs,  &c.         ....  4,84460 

Paid  to  prisoners,  on  their  discharge, .  69  09 

Paid  for  transporting  convicts  from  the  county  jails  to  the  Prison,             .  731  49 

Salaries  of  officers  paid  at  the  Prison, 9,772  00 

Salaries  of  officers  paid  annually  by  the  treasurer  of  the  Commonwealth,  3004  00 

Balance,  being  profit  to  the  Commonweallh, 10,061  32 

576,878  31 

By  sales  of  stone,             5^1,957  25 

By  sales  of  screws,          .        .        . 36  04 

By  sales  of  oakum, 951  32 

By  amount  of  labor  department,  received  of  contractors,  &c.          ,        .  5,630  27 

By  fees  lor  admittance  of  visitors,            .        .        .         .        .         .        .  688  15 

Jiy  credited  provision  department, 81  30 

By  amount  of  stock  on  hand  September  30,  1825,           ....  16,63398 

575,878  31 

THOMAS  HARRIS,  Warden. 
Massachusetts  State  Prism,  Charlestmm,  September  30, 1825. 


Dr. 


Expenses  and  Income  for  the  year  ending  September  30,  1826. 


To  amount  of  slock  on  hand,  September  30,  1825, 

Provision  department,  for  molasses,  meal,  fish,  meat,  &c. 

Expense  account,  for  oil,  wood,  repairs,  lumber,  &,c. 

Paid  iOr  transporting  prisoners  from  county  jails, 

Paid  prisoners  on  their  discharge. 

Paid  salaries  of  officers,  .... 

Hospital  department,  for  medicine,  &c. 

Clothin"  department,  for  clothing  and  bedding, 

Labor  department,  for  iron,  &c.       .        ... 

Oakum  depa-tmont,  for  junk, 

Stone  cutters'  department,  for  rough  stone,  steel,  coal,  &;c. 

Betterment  account,  paid  on  account  of  two  new  stone  sheds, 

New  Prison,  paid  on  account  of  the  new  Prison, 

r.alauce  in  favor  of  the  Prison, 


576,754  04 
Cr.  — . 

By  sales  of  stone,  

By  amount  of  labor  department,  received  of  contractors, 

By  sales  of  oakum,  

By  fees  for  admittance  of  visitors,  .... 

By  amount  cre<lited  expense  department,  .        .        . 

By  amount  credited  profit  and  loss,  .        .        .         . 

By  am'nnt  of  stock  on  hand,  September  30, 1826,  (and  not  iricluding  the 

stock  for  new  Prison,) ,        .        .  17,846  87 

575,754  04 

By  balance  brought  over, 4,19737 

By  bet' erment  account,         . 51»S14  07 

By  netv  Prison  account, 3,707  73 

5,521  80 

Making  a  balance  in  favor  of  the  earnings  of  the  convicts,  over  and  above  59)^^9  17 

the  ordinary  expenses  of  the  Prison,  of  59,719  17  cents.  

THOMAS  HARRIS,  Warden. 
MassacliuseUs  State  Prison,  Charkstown,  September  30,  1826. 
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We  can  see  no  room  for  deception  in  regard  to  these  accounts,  un- 
less it  be  in  the  inventory  of  stock ;  and  as  this  varies  very  little  in 
1825  and  1826,  deception  on  this  point  would  make  a  small  difference 
only  in  the  result;  and  in  regard  to  the  year  1824,  the  inventory  of 
stock  was  $  14,446  33;  so  that  deception  then,  even  if  the  warden 
could  be  supposed  capable  of  it,  would  have  varied  the  result  only 
$  2000.  We  therefore  see  no  reason  why  the  managers  or  officers 
of  those  Penitentiaries,  which  are  bringing  the  States,  where  they  are 
located,  heavily  in  debt,  year  after  year,  should  raise  a  question  as  to 
the  income  of  the  Massachusetts  Prison.  A  question  has  not  only 
been  raised  concerning  the  fairness  of  the  accounts,  but  whether  the 
salary  of  the  officers  and  the  expense  of  transporting  convicts  was  in- 
cluded. It  may  be  here  seen  that  they  are  both  included,  in  the  pro- 
ductive years.  It  has  been  said  that  they  could  not  be  included,  for 
no  branch  of  business  would  enable  convicts  to  earn  so  much  money. 
It  may  be  seen  by  these  accounts,  w  hat  have  been  the  proceeds  of  the 
stone  department,  and,  by  a  little  calculation,  it  may  be  ascertained 
that  the  average  earnings  of  each  man  employed  in  hammering  granite, 
in  this  Prison,  was  84  cents  and  4  mills  per  day  in  1825,  and  92  cents 
and  3  mills  per  day  in  1826.  This  is  on  supposition  that  there  are 
but  300  working  days  in  the  year.  It  has  also  been  said,  that  even 
the  favorable  result  of  those  Prisons,  which  have  brought  an  income  to 
their  respective  States,  arises  from  their  location.  It  has  already  been 
stated,  in  regard  to  the  Massachusetts  Prison,  that  granite  rock  is 
brought  to  it  by  water  from  New  Hampshire  and  Maine.  We  can 
therefore  see  no  good  reason  why  the  truth  of  these  accounts  should 
be  questioned. 

There  are  some  other  important  results  easily  deduced  from  these 
accounts. 

The  food  for  prisovers  is  not  expensive.  In  1825  the  provisions  at 
Charlestown,  for  306  prisoners,  cost  4  cents  and  4  mills  per  day  for 
each  man  :  in  1826,  for  313,  5  cents  and  9  mills. 

The  clothing  and  bedding  for  prisoners  is  not  expensive.  In  1825, 
these  articles  at  Charlestown,  for  306  prisoners,  cost  for  the  year, 
$  6  78  per  man  :  in  1826,  they  cost  for  313,  $  11  71  per  man. 

The  proceeds  of  the  labor ,  in  the  stone  department,  of  about  one  third 
of  the  men,  were  more  than  sufficient  to  cover  the  expenses  for  provisions, 
clothing,  bedding,  and  salary  of  the  officers,  for  the  whole  establishment. 
It  is  honorable  to  the  warden  and  assistant  keepers,  that  results, 
formerly  so  unexpected,  have  been  gained  under  their  management,  in 
the  pecuniary  concerns  of  this  Institution. 

There  is  a  natural  inference  from  these  accounts  that  where  hard  labor 
is  the  business  of  the  convicts,  they  can  be  made  to  support  themselves. 

We  have  no  more  remarks  concerning  the  income  from  the  labor  of 
the  prisoners  at  Charlestown. 

The  rites  of  the  prisoners,  in  which  they  have  been  detected,  are 
bribing  persons  to  bring  them  prohibited  articles,  by  a  most  mischie- 
vous and  demoralizing  use  of  their  over-stint  money.  It  has  been 
used  to  purchase  cards,  spirits,  digitalis,  bills  to  be  altered,  and  ma- 
terials to  alter  them.  It  is  difficult  to  conceive  in  what  way  $4000, 
annually,  could  be  the  procurino;  cause  of  more  moral  evil  than  this 
amount  of  over-stint,  subject  to  the  order  of  convicts  in  a  State  Prison. 

10         -^ 
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The  other  vices,  detected  in  this  Prison,  besides  those  for  which 
over-stint  money  has  prepared  the  way,  are,  counterfeiting  bills  and 
coin;  teaching  the  art  of  picking  pockets,  and  actually  picking  the 
pockets  of  strangers ;  preparing  false  keys  and  other  instruments  for 
breaking  houses  and  stores ;  combinations  against  the  lives  and  pro- 
perty of  individuals  in  society ;  insurrections  terminated  only  in  blood 
and  death ;  inveterate  enmity  against  prisoners  and  others,  who  reveal 
plots ;  combined,  and  powerful,  and  systematic  effort  in  favor  of  vice, 
and  unnatural  crime  :  and  these  evils  in  buildings  so  constructed,  that 
all  attempts  to  prevent  evil  communication,  effectually^  must  be  fruit- 
less. 

The  recommitments  have  corresponded  with  what  might  be  expected 
from  such  a  school  of  vice.  In  1817,  out  of  three  hundred  convicts 
then  in  Prison,  ninety  were  for  second,  third,  or  fourth  time  ;  and  in 
1827  the  proportion  was  about  the  same.  It  is  apparent  from  the 
records,  that  the  young  men  and  boys  who  have  been  sent  from  the 
country  for  their  first  offence,  in  numerous  instances,  after  remaining 
several  years  at  Charlestown,  have  been  discharged  to  engage,  imme- 
diately, in  Boston,  in  the  practice  of  those  arts  with  which  they  had 
become  familiar  in  Prison. 

The  general  character  of  this  Prison  may  now  be  given  in  a  few 
words.  Its  income  and  health  are  favorable  ;  its  moral  influence  most 
injurious.  But  we  may  hope  for  a  better  state  of  things,  when  the 
cause  of  the  controversy  ceases  between  the  directors  and  the  warden ; 
when  the  assistant  keepers  are  more  faithful ;  when  the  chaplain  is 
entirely  devoted  to  his  business  ;  when  over-stint,  the  great  means  of 
bribery  and  other  evils,  is  done  away ;  and  when  evil  communication 
is  prevented  by  the  new  buildings  and  new  discipline. 

5.  State  Prison  in  Connecticut. — Location.  This  Prison  is  located 
in  Wethersfield,  half  a  mile  north  of  the  meeting  house,  and  two  and 
a  half  miles  south  of  Hartford.  It  is  situated  on  the  south  side  of  a 
large  bay,  about  fifty  feet  above  the  surface,  and  twenty  or  thirty  rods 
from  the  shore.  The  bay,  which  opens  into  the  main  land  from  Con- 
necticut river,  is  navigable  for  large  vessels  to  the  shore  near  the  Pri- 
son. The  earth  between  the  principal  building  and  the  water,  a  few 
feet  beneath  the  surface,  is  composed  of  clay  and  sand  of  an  excellent 
quality.  It  is  in  contemplation  to  employ  the  convicts  in  making  brick. 
For  this  and  other  purposes,  good  water  is  found,  within  six  feet  of 
the  surface  of  the  ground.  The  location,  therefore,  must  be  consider- 
ed, in  several  respects,  peculiarly  advantageous.  It  is  near  the  centre 
of  the  State,  amidst  a  healthy  and  virtuous  population,  on  navigable 
water,  and  supplied  very  conveniently  with  inexhaustible  quantities  of 
clay,  and  sand,  and  water. 

Construction.  It  is  built  on  the  Auburn  plan,  and  contains  136 
cells,  besides  a  chapel,  keeper's  house,  hospital,  offices  for  warden 
and  guard,  and  an  apartment  for  female  convicts.  The  building  is  of 
stone,  177  feet  long,  48  feet  wide,  and  36  feet  high.  The  cells  are 
arranged  in  four  stories,  and  are  very  similar  in  the  dimensions  and 
construction  to  those  at  Auburn.  The  building  was  commenced  and 
nearly  completed  in  the  summer  and  autumn  of  1826.  The  yard  and 
shops  will  be  completed  during  the  present  summer,  and  the  whole 
will  be  ready  for  the  reception  of  convicts  from  Newgate  in  Septem- 
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ber.  The  expense  will  vary  but  little  from  $30,000.  It  is  aot 
known  that  this  country  affords  a  cheaper  and  better  Prison  for  the 
safe  keeping  and  wholsesome  discipline  of  an  equal  number  of  con- 
victs. Much  of  the  credit,  for  the  erection  and  speedy  completion  of 
this  valuable  establishment,  is  due  to  the  Commissioners,  Messrs.  Russ, 
Peters,  and  Wells,  who  have  labored  with  great  assiduity,  intelli- 
gence and  economy,  from  the  commencement  to  the  present  time. 
Without  detracting  from  the  merits  of  the  other  Commissioners,  we 
are  confident,  they  feel  with  us,  that  the  State  of  Connecticut  and  the 
country  at  large  are  under  peculiar  obligations  to  Mr.  Wells,  for  his 
indefatigable  attentions  to  an  establishment,  which,  we  think,  is  with- 
out a  rival  in  one  respect,  that  is,  the  economy  of  its  construction. 
And  in  regard  to  the  design  of  the  principal  and  other  buildings,  for 
security,  inspection,  convenience,  and  general  economy  in  the  man- 
agement, it  will  stand  among  the  first  establishments  of  the  kind  in 
the  United  States. 

Government.     The  ofiicers  of  this  Prison,  according  to  the  provi- 
sions of  the  late  law,  are  to  be,  three  directors,  a  warden,  not  more 
than  ten  assistants,  and  an  overseer  for  each  department  of  business. 
The  appointment  of  the  directors  is  by  the  General  Assembly  ;    of 
the  warden,  by  the  directors ;  of  the  other  officers,  by  the  warden. 

The  warden  is  made  the  responsible  officer  for  the  safe  keeping, 
employment,  and  discipline  of  the  institution.  The  directors  make 
by-laws,  and  inspect  the  prison,  and  the  warden's  acco- 'its,  alternate- 
ly, once  a  week,  and  together  once  in  three  months,  i^iid  annually 
submit  a  report  to  the  General  Assembly  of  the  progress  and  condition 
of  the  Prison,  together  with  suggestions  as  to  the  amendment  of  the 
criminal  law,  and  the  laws  relating  to  the  Prison,  which  report  it  is 
made  their  duty  to  publish,  and  transmit  to  the  Secretary  of  State  of 
each  of  the  United  States. 

With  the  location,  construction,  and  government  as  stated  above, 
if  the  directors  shall  be  so  happy,  in  the  appointment  of  a  warden,  as 
to  secure  the  services  of  Moses  C.  Pilsbury,  Esq.,  formerly  warden 
of  the  Prison  in  New  Hampshire,  to  whom  they  have  applied,  and 
who  has  the  subject  now  under  consideration,  we  confidently  antici- 
pate the  most  delightful  results,  from  this  experiment,  on  the  Peniten- 
tiary system  in  Connecticut. 

We  intentionally  omit  all  further  notice  of  Newgate. 
6.  Penitentiary  in  New  York  city. — Location.  This  Prison  is  con- 
nected with  the  Almshouse,  on  the  East  river,  two  and  a  half  miles 
from  the  City  Hall.  It  is  in  the  same  yard  with  numerous  other 
buildings  of  this  extensive  establishment.  The  number  of  poor  peo- 
ple and  convicts  brought  together  in  the  buildings  within  this  yard  is, 
at  some  seasons  of  the  year,  about  two  thousand.  The  location  is, 
therefore,  injurious  both  to  the  Penitentiary  and  the  Almshouse. 

Construction.  The  building  used  for  the  Penitentiary  is  constructed 
on  the  old  plan,  with  large  rooms,  and  the  rooms  are  so  few  in  num- 
ber, and  the  prisoners  so  numerous,  that  it  has  sometimes  been  neces- 
sary to  put  twelve  in  a  room.  The  evils  arising  from  this  were  so 
great  as  to  cause  an  alteration  to  be  made  in  the  construction  of  one 
fourth  of  the  building;  which  was  done  by  removing  the  partition 
walls,  and  erecting  cells,  on  the  Auburn  plan,  within  the  external  walls. 
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In  front  of  this  breastwork  of  cells  is  erected  a  small  pulpit,  from 
which  the  chaplain  may  address  the  prisoners,  either  in  the  cells,  or 
on  the  galleries.  With  the  exception  of  this  quarter  of  the  building, 
the  construction  of  the  whole  is  very  bad. 

There  is  another  building  connected  with  this  Penitentiary,  viz.  a 
tread-mill.  This  has  been  used  at  some  periods,  and  at  others  neg- 
lected, and  on  the  whole  is  not  approved.  As  therefore  this  building 
and  its  appendages  are  not  esteemed  of  great  value,  in  almost  the  only 
establishment  in  this  country  where  it  has  been  introduced,  it  cannot 
be  necessary  to  describe  it  minutely.  If  there  was  any  probability, 
that  the  mode  of  punishment  by  tread-mills  was  to  be  extensively  in- 
troduced in  America,  we  should  immediately  prepare  a  pamphlet  ex- 
hibiting the  results  of  experience,  in  the  Penitentiary  in  New  York, 
and  at  Newgate  in  Connecticut,  which  would  be  unfavorable  to  the 
system.  But  until  there  is  such  probability,  we  do  not  see  the  neces- 
sity of  dwelling  upon  the  subject,  even  so  long  as  to  describe  the  con- 
struction. 

Government.  This  Prison  has  the  same  general  supervision  as  the 
Almshouse,  the  same  superintendent,  and  the  same  physician  and 
chaplain.     It  has,  besides,  a  keeper,  and  several  assistants. 

Prisoners.  The  number  varies  from  two  to  three  hundred.  The 
number  of  females  in  1825  was  about  sixty.  The  number  of  chil- 
dren and  youth  at  that  time  was  large;  but  they  have  been  removed 
to  the  Refuge.     A  large  proportion  of  all  classes  are  colored. 

The  crimes  are  generally  larceny,  assault  and  batter)',  and  the  lower 
grade  of  crimes  common  in  a  large  city. 

The  sentences  of  none  of  these  exceed  three  years.  The  Prison  is 
therefore  intended  for  a  class  of  oflenders  from  the  city,  who  are  sup- 
posed not  to  merit  punishment  in  the  State  Prison. 

The  employment  of  the  prisoners  appears  to  be  very  irregular  and 
very  unproductive  ;  sometimes  on  the  tread-mill ;  sometimes  in  a  pin 
factory ;  sometimes  on  the  public  lands  or  highwr  ys ;  sometimes  pick- 
ing oakum,  and  sometimes  they  have  been  unemployed.  There  does 
not  appear  to  be  any  system  of  patient  and  efficient  labor.  If  all  the 
able-bodied  men  in  the  establishment  were  put  into  a  stone  shed  near 
the  bank  of  the  river,  or  transferred  to  Sing  Sing,  they  might  earn  a 
large  amount  of  money  annually. 

The  vices  of  the  prisoners  are  such  as  are  generally  found  in  Prisons 
constructed  and  managed  as  this  is.  Evil  communication  of  all  sorts 
is,  to  a  great  extent,  necessarily  unrestrained.  It  is  such  that  the  im- 
possibility of  doing  them  any  good  was  well  expressed  by  the  super- 
intendent, as  stated  in  the  last  Report.  Speaking  of  the  crowded 
state  of  the  Prison,  he  said,  "  How  can  you  expect  reformation  under 
such  circumstances  ?  As  well  might  you  kindle  a  fire,  with  a  spark, 
on  the  ocean  in  a  storm  !  If  a  man  forms  a  good  resolution,  or  feels  a 
serious  impression,  it  is  immediately  driven  from  him  in  his  night 
room." 

In  accordance  with  these  views  of  the  inefficacy  of  all  means  of  im- 
provement, under  existing  circumstances,  has  been  the  neglect  of  in- 
struction. The  prisoners  are  not  permitted  to  come  to  the  chapel  on 
the  Sabbath ;  nor  is  any  regular  and  systematic  instruction  afforded 
them  on  the  Sabbath,  or  during  the  week,  except  by  the  chaplain, 
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who  has  generally  one  or  two  very  short  services,  weekly,  in  one  of 
the  halls  of  the  building,  in  which  a  part  only  of  the  prisoners  can 
hear  him. 

The  evils  then,  in  this  establishment,  are  obvious,  and  many  of 
them  unavoidable  with  the  present  constiuction.  If  the  male  con- 
victs, who  are  now  sent  to  this  Prison  for  more  than  one  year,  should 
be  sent  to  Sing  Sing  as  soon  as  that  Prison  is  so  far  completed  as  to 
admit  them,  and  the  females  should  be  put  under  the  care  of  a  matron 
in  that  part  of  the  building  which  has  been  changed  to  the  Auburn 
plan,  then  these  classes  would  be  well  provided  for,  and  in  these 
classes  would  be  included  the  greater  part  of  the  whole  number. 

7.  State  Prison  in  New  York  city. — This  Prison  is  situated  oi  i  the 
east  bank  of  the  North  River,  two  and  a  half  miles  from  the  City 
Hall.  It  is  an  extensive  establishment,  consisting  of  numerous  and 
expensive  buildings,  which  has  been  used  thirty  years  as  the  pi  inci- 
pal  Prison  in  the  State  of  New  York.  But  the  evils  in  it  hav(  be- 
come so  great,  in  consequence  of  its  construction  and  management,  as 
to  induce  the  Legislature  to  make  preparations  for  its  abandonm  ^nt. 
The  whole  has  therefore  been  sold  to  the  city  for  one  hundred  thou- 
sand dollars,  and  the  prisoners  will  be  removed  as  soon  as  the  build- 
ing at  Sing  Sing  shall  be  so  far  completed  as  to  receive  them.  With- 
out giving,  therefore,  any  particular  description  of  the  construction 
and  government  of  the  State  Prison  in  New  York  city,  it  is  only  ne- 
cessary to  state  a  few  facts  concerning  its  expense,  its  recommitments, 
and  its  mortality. 

The  total  expense  of  erecting  and  supporting  it,  from  1796  to  1826, 
inclusive,  has  been  one   million  two  hundred  and  thirty-seven 

THOUSAND  three  HUNDRED  AND  FORTY-THREE  DOLLARS  AND  NINETY- 
TWO  CENTS  :  a  sum  nearly  equal  to  the  school  fund.  This  most  as- 
tonishing fact  was  furnished  by  the  comptroller  of  the  treasury  for  a 
Committee  of  the  Legislature,  at  the  last  session,  in  accordance  with 
a  resolution  of  that  body,  requiring  that  it  should  be  ascertained. 

The  recommitments  have  been  nearly  one  to  four,  or  nearly  five 
times  as  numerous  as  the  recommitments  at  Auburn. 

The  mortality  has  been  several  years  6  per  cent.,  or  three  times  as 
great  as  that  of  the  Prisons  generally  in  this  country,  and  the  last  year 
10  per  cent. 

8.  State  Prison  at  Sing  Sing,  N.  Y. — Location.  This  Prison  is  lo- 
cated on  the  east  bank  of  the  North  River,  thirty  miles  above  New 
York,  and  half  a  mile  south  of  the  meeting-house  at  Mount  Pleasant 
This  situation  was  chosen  for  the  purpose  of  employing  the  convicts 
in  an  inexhaustible  quarry  of  marble,  of  which  the  bank  of  the  river 
is  here  composed.  The  principal  building  is  erected  parallel  with  the 
river,  about  thirty  feet  from  it,  and  fifteen  feet  above  the  surface  of 
the  water.  The  foundation  is  a  solid  body  of  marble,  and  the  mate- 
rial for  building  is  marble,  either  blasted  out  of  the  solid  mass  on 
which  the  building  now  stands,  or  from  that  which  composes  the  hill, 
on  the  east.  The  river  is  navigable  for  steam  boats  to  the  shore  near 
the  Prison.  The  channel  of  the  river  is  a  mile  and  a  half  or  two 
miles  west  of  the  Prison.  From  the  top  of  the  l>ill,  in  the  reai  of  the 
Prison,  the  view  of  the  river,  nearly  fifty  miles  towards  Ne\\  York 
and  Albany,  and  sometimes  of  fifty  sail  of  vessels,  is  very  pit  asant 
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This  location  is  probably  as  advantageous,  on  the  whole,  as  that  of 
any  Prison  in  the  United  States.  Its  marble,  its  navigable  water,  its 
*  pure  air,  its  retired  situation,  and,  at  the  same  time,  its  easy  communi- 
cation with  New  York,  are  great  advantages  to  be  combined  in  the 
same  location. 

Construction.  The  principal  building,  when  completed,  will  be 
nearly  500  feet  long,  about  40  feet  wide,  four  stories  high,  and  will 
contain  eight  hundred  cells.  It  is  on  the  general  plan  of  the  north 
wing  of  the  Prison  at  Auburn.  The  only  variations  are  in  the  win- 
dows, doors,  and  fastenings.  The  windows  are  more  numerous,  and 
Dot  so  large ;  so  that  there  may  be  one  in  front  of  each  cell.  The 
doors  are  on  the  outer  surface  of  the  wall.  The  fastenings  of  a  part 
of  the  doors  will  be  peculiar  to  this  Prison,  viz.  a  compound  lever  lock, 
with  which  many  doors,  on  the  same  gallery,  may  be  locked  or  un- 
locked at  once. 

The  other  buildings,  one  for  the  accommodation  of  the  keeper  and 
his  family,  and  the  other  for  the  kitchen,  hospital,  and  chapel,  are  to 
extend  from  the  ends  of  the  principal  building  towards  the  river  about 
80  feet ;  giving  the  whole  the  appearance  from  the  river  of  a  hollow 
square.  On  the  west  side  of  the  principal  building,  towards  the  chan- 
nel of  the  river,  the  yard  is  to  be  extended  300  feet  in  wid^h,  and 
about  500  feet  in  length.  This  yard  is  to  be  formed  with  the  .  efuse 
stone  from  the  quarry.  When  the  buildings  and  yard  shall  be  com- 
pleted on  the  plan  proposed,  the  establishment  will  be  very  good  in 
its  construction. 

Government.  Messrs.  Hopkins,  Tibbetr,  and  Allen,  are  the  Com- 
missioners of  the  Legislature  for  the  erection  of  this  Prison.  Capt. 
Lynds,  formerly  superintendent  of  the  Prison  at  Auburn,  under  whom 
the  admirable  discipline  in  that  Prison  was  introduced,  is  the  responsi- 
ble agent.  Under  his  immediate  care,  100  prisoners  from  Auburn 
were  brought  to  Sing  Sing,  and  put  on  shore  to  commence  the  work, 
before  the  ground  had  been  broken,  or  a  cell  of  any  description,  or  a 
yard  wall,  had  been  begun.  They  built,  the  first  day,  a  temporary 
covering  of  wood,  which  was  used  as  th(Mr  place  for  lodging  during 
the  season.  From  the  time  of  the  landing,  in  May,  till  late  in  the  au- 
tumn, when  a  sufficient  number  of  cells  were  finished  to  confine  the 
prisoners  at  night,  there  was  no  escape.  The  whole  building  thus 
far,  and  all  the  labor  in  opening  the  quarry,  has  been  done  by  the 
convicts,  without  any  other  means  of  confinement  than  the  authority 
and  system  of  discipline  introduced  by  Capt.  Lynds.  In  maintaining 
this  authority,  he  has  been  assisted  by  a  few  trusty  keepers,  who  wont 
with  him  from  Auburn.  With  their  assistance  all  is  order,  industry, 
silence,  and  activity.  The  work  goes  on  rapidly,  with  little  murmur- 
ing, and  scarcely  an  effort  to  escape  or  rebel.  There  has  been  one 
insurrection,  in  which  two  prisoners  only  were  concerned,  of  whom 
one  was  killed.  By  those  who  have  witnessed  the  power  and  wisdom 
of  this  government,  the  order,  and  industry,  and  silence  of  these  con- 
victs, it  is  believed  that  here  is  a  specimen  of  authority  and  vigilance 
on  the  one  hand,  and  obedience  on  the  other,  which  to  a  great  extent 
prevent  evil  communication  among  prisoners,  under  circumstances, 
during  a  part  of  the  time,  at  least,  most  unfavorable  to  so  important  a 
result 
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The  appointment  of  Capt.  Lynds  is  by  the  commissioners ;  of  the 
assistant  keepers,  by  the  agent.  The  compensation  of  the  former  is 
$2000  annually  ;  of  the  latter,  from  four  to  nine  hundred  dollars. 

Prisoners.  The  number,  wliich  was  at  first  100,  has  increased  to 
about  250.  Of  these,  who  are  all  males,  about  one  fourth  part  are 
colored. 

Their  crimes,  nativity,  frequency  of  conviction,  and  sentences,  could 
not  be  ascertained  at  Sing  Sing,  because  they  were  transferred  from 
other  Prisons. 

The  recommitments,  on  the  9th  of  April,  1827,  had  been  none; 
thirty-four  only  having  been  discharged. 

The  health  of  the  prisoners  is  very  good.  Fifteen  have  been  sent  to 
the  hospital  of  the  Prison  in  New  York  ;  of  whom  one  has  died.  Six 
have  died  at  Sing  Sing ;  one  in  the  rebellion,  three  from  casualty,  and 
two  from  natural  causes.  On  the  9th  of  April,  there  were  none  con- 
fined with  sickness,  nor  did  Capt.  Lvnds  recollect  that  one  had  been 
confined,  except  the  man  who  died,  during  the  last  year.  The  appear- 
ance of  the  prisoners  indicated  health  and  strength. 

The  same  valuable  experiment,  on  temperance,  which  has  been 
mentioned  in  speaking  of  other  Prisons,  has  been  tried  at  Sing  Sing, 
The  men  neither  suffer  nor  die  from  abstinence,  though  they  have 
been  formerly  intemperate.  Nor  is  there  any  want  of  ability  to  work 
hard,  all  the  time,  on  wholesome  food  and  good  water. 

[jistruction.  In  April  last  the  Commissioners  opened  the  way  for 
the  introduction  of  a  chaplain  at  Sing  Sing,  who  should  devote  his 
whole  time  to  the  instruction  of  the  prisoners.  At  the  earnest  solicita- 
tion of  Capt.  Lynds,  that  a  chaplain  might  be  sent,  as  soon  as  a  suita- 
ble mail  could  be  found,  Mr.  Gerrish  Barrett  was  engaged  to  assume 
the  responsibilities  of  this  situation.  Mr.  Barrett  wTites,  June  17th, 
as  follows  :  "  a  little  after  7  o'clock,  every  evening,  I  commence  read- 
ing the  scriptures  to  the  convicts,  afterwards  make  some  remarks,  and 
then  offer  a  prayer  on  each  side  of  the  Prison.  I  have  found  by  ex- 
perience, that  to  stand  as  near  the  centre  of  the  Prison  as  possible,  on 
the  pavement  below,  is  far  better,  for  the  purpose  of  being  easily  heard, 
than  to  stand  upon  the  gallery.  I  am  persuaded,  that,  of  all  the  me- 
thods which  have  been  used  for  fastening  divine  truth  upon  the  minds 
of  convicts,  this  daily  reading  of  the  scriptures  and  prayer  is  most 
likely  to  succeed.  The  truth  strikes  upon  the  ear,  when  the  men  are 
sobered  by  the  labors  of  the  day,  when  no  mortal  eye  sees  them,  and 
when  the  twilight,  and  the  silence,  and  the  loneliness  combine  in  caus- 
ing it  to  make  a  deep  impression.  They  can  then  reflect  on  what  they 
have  heard  till  they  fall  asleep. 

"  After  divine  service  on  the  Sabbath,  a  considerable  portion  of  the 
time  is  spent  in  talking  to  the  men  in  their  cells.  In  this  business  I 
feel  more  and  more  interested.  I  have  found  no  one  yet,  who  showed 
any  disrespect,  or  unwillingness  to  hear  what  was  said.  It  is  surprising 
to  see,  sometimes,  how  a  few  minutes'  conversation,  concerning  the 
soul,  will  make  the  muscles  of  a  hardy-looking  face  relax,  and  his  eyes 
fill  with  tears." 

Mr.  Barrett  expresses  a  deep  and  increasing  interest  in  his  em- 
ployment, says  his  time  flies  swiftly,  and  he  is  willing  to  remain  where 
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he  is,  if  it  is  thought  by  Capt.  Lynds,  and  those  who  employ  him,  that 
he  is  qualified  for  the  station. 

With  this  provision  for  instruction,  with  the  discipline  introduced  by 
Capt.  Lynds,  and  with  the  advantages  of  construction  and  location, 
which  this  Prison  possesses,  we  believe  there  will  be  little  that  is  evil, 
and  much  that  is  reformatory  in  the  system. 

9.  State  Prison  at  Auburn^  N.  Y. — Location.  This  Prison  is  located 
in  Auburn,  about  60  rods  north  of  the  main  street,  about  150  rods  west 
of  the  Theological  Seminary,  7  miles  south  of  the  Grand  Canal,  and 
77  miles  west  of  Utica.  There  is  a  small  stream  of  water,  on  the  south 
side  of  the  Prison,  which  passes  under  the  south  west  corner  of  the 
yard  wall.     The  situation  is  pleasant  and  healthy. 

Construction.  We  present  the  ground  view  of  the  yard  wall,  the 
front  building,  the  wings,  and  the  shops,  with  the  explanation. 

Government.  The  officers  are  five  inspectors,  a  keeper,  deputy 
keeper,  clerk,  sixteen  assistant  keepers,  who  are,  also,  master  work- 
men in  the  shops,  five  guards,  a  gate  keeper,  physician,  and  chaplain. 

The  appointment  of  the  inspectors  is  by  the  governor  and  senate  ;  of 
the  other  officers  by  the  inspectors. 

The  inspectors  receive  no  compensation. 

The  salary  of  the  officers  is  as  follows  :  the  keeper  $  1000  ;  deputy 
keeper,  $  600  ;  clerk,  $  550  ;  assistant  keepers,  $  450  ;  physician, 
$500;  sergeant  of  the  guard,  $300;  others  of  the  guard,  $216; 
gate  keeper,  $  216  ;  chaplain,  by  the  State,  $  200. 

The  duties  of  the  officers  are  minutely  stated,  in  the  "  Brief  Account 
of  the  Prison  by  Mr.  Powers."  The  limits  of  this  Report  will  not 
permit  us  to  copy  the  statement.  The  pamphlet  contains  much  valua- 
ble information  concerning  the  Prison.  The  following  extract  from  it 
will  show  the  character  of  many  important  regulations  adopted,  in  this 
Prison,  for  the  government  of  officers  and  prisoners. 

"  No  spirituous  liquors  are  ever  used  by  any  officer  in  or  about  the 
Prison,  nor  allowed  to  be  taken  to  the  guard  house,  or  used  by  the 
guard,  when  on  duty. 

"  Nor  is  the  practice  now  permitted  for  an  officer,  when  he  is  first 
appointed,  or  resigns,  to  invite  the  other  officers  together  for  the  pur- 
pose of  drinking,  or  treating,  as  it  is  called. 

"  All  the  turnkeys  are  required  to  attend  divine  service  at  the  Prison, 
except  one  in  the  north  wing  and  one  in  the  kitchen. 

"  A  uniform  gravity  and  dignity  of  deportment  are  always  to  be  ob- 
served by  the  officers,  in  the  presence  of  convicts,  calculated  to  inspire 
them  with  respect  and  confidence,  and  not  to  indulge,  in  the  least  de- 
gree, in  levity,  passion,  or  petulance. 

"  And  in  their  intercourse,  at  all  times,  the  officers  are  to  treat  each 
other  with  that  mutual  respect  and  kindness  that  become  gentlemen 
and  friends,  and  to  cultivate  an  ardent  zeal  to  promote  the  best  inte- 
rests, and  advance  the  reputation  of  the  Institution,  in  the  credit  of 
which  they  must,  of  course,  be  common  sharers. 

"  They  thus  avoid  collision,  jealousies,  envies,  separate  and  party 
views  and  interests,  and  combine  their  united  talents  and  exertions  for 
the  promotion  of  the  public  good  and  the  advancement  of  their  own 
reputation. 
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GROUND  VIEW  OF  THE  AUBURN"  PRISOIV. 

The  external  wall,  30  feet  high,  encloses  a  yard  500  feet  square.  The  front 
building;  is  276  feet  long,  and  45  feet  deep  ;  the  wings  are  242  by  45  feet;  a,  is 
the  front  gate  ;  A,  front  yard,  about  60  feet  square  ;  C,  hall  of  the  keeper's  house 
which  is  sixty  feet  wide,  and  projects  about  25  feet  in  front  of  the  main  buildins:; 
B,  keeper's  office  ;  D,  clerk's  office  ;  E,  F,  store  rooms  ;  G,  guard  room  ;  H,  H, 
area  around  the  cells  in  the  north  wing,  11  feet  wide  ;  I,  I,  cells,  7  feet  long, 
3  1-2  wide,  and  7  feet  high  ;  J,  J,  large  rooms  in  the  south  wing,  built  on  the  old 
plan  for  night  rooms,  but  not  used.  K,  K.  hall  in  the  south  wing  ;  z,  entrance  to 
the  inner  yard  from  the  Prison  ;  L,  W,  inner  yard  ;  M.  lumber  yard,  324  feet  by 
111  ;  b,  c,  gates  of  lumber  yard  ;  N,  Cooper's  yard,  128  feet  by  110;  0,  P,  Q, 
S,  T,  U,  V,  shops,  900  feet  long,  26  feet  wide,  and  7  feet  high  on  the  side  towards 
the  yard,  and  about  16  feet  on  the  external  wall.  The  side  of  the  shop*  on  the 
yard,  is  lighted  by  a  row  of  windows,  4  feet  by  3  feet  4  inches,  and  2  feet  7  inches 
asunder.  There  is,  also,  a  row  of  windows  in  the  roof  of  the  shops,  consist- 
ing of  one  unbroken  line  of  7  by  9  or  8  by  10  gla«s.  The  sash  is  one  glass  in 
height  and  8  glasses  in  length.  X,  X,  pools  of  fresh  water,  used  sometimes 
for  bathing,  8  feet  deep,  one  18  feet  in  diameter,  and  the  other  15  1-2  by  43  feet ; 
R,  vault;"  Y,  yard,  90  feet  by  100  ;  &,  garden  216  feet  in  front,  and  210  feet  deep. 


Sca/e  100  feet  to  3-4  of  an  inch. 
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"  Almost  every  movement  in  this  Institution  is  directed  by  system 
and  order,  and  tends  to  seriousness  and  humility. 

^'  The  convicts  silently  march  to  and  from  their  rest,  meals,  and  la- 
bor, at  precise  times,  moving  in  separate  corps,  in  single  file,  with  a 
slow  lock-step,  erect  posture,  keeping  exact  time,  with  their  faces  in- 
clined towards  their  keepers,  that  they  may  detect  conversation. 

*'  The  same  silence,  solemnity,  and  order,  in  a  good  degree,  pervade 
every  business  and  department. 

"  The  keepers  prevent  talking,  and  the  diversion  of  looking  at  spec- 
tators, by  keeping  their  eyes  constantly  on  the  convicts  under  their 
charge,  and  are  usually  walking  back  and  forth  through  their  shops,  as 
well  for  this  purpose,  as  to  keep  the  convicts  industriously  employed. 
"  Their  stillness  and  order  at  meals  and  in  the  chapel  are  truly  im- 
pressive ;  and  during  the  night  their  lodging  department  of  solitary 
and  silent  cells  is  one  of  peculiar  solemnity  and  gloom.  Nor  can  any 
one  visit  the  Sunday  school,  opened  and  closed  by  prayer,  where  a 
hundred  young  convicts  are  taught,  for  the  first  time,  the  rudiments  of 
learning  and  religion,  without  having  his  feelings  deeply  affected." 

The  character  of  the  assistant  keepers  at  Auburn  is  given  by  Messrs* 
TiHHETs  and  Hopkins  in  the  following  language  :  "Excepting  two, 
they  are  American  br^rn ;  generally  mechanics,  and  are  men  of  such 
education,  intelligence,  and  morals,  as  may  be  found  among  the  more 
decent  and  respectable  of  our  American  farmers  and  mechanics.  This 
is  a  character,  which  cannot  be  understood  in  other  countries,  where 
men  of  refinement  will  connect  the  idea  of  ignorance  and  servility 
with  labor ;  and  of  all  that  is  gross  and  contemptible,  with  the  name 
(»f  a  turnkey.  But  an  American  legislature  will  understand  what  we 
'xean,  by  the  general  cast  of  character  here  referred  to.  Individually, 
they  differ  from  each  other,  as  might  be  expected  ;  but,  generally,  we 
have  found  them  fair  minded  men,  intelligent,  well  informed,  accord- 
ing to  their  station  ;  testifying  with  frankness  and  candor ;  temperate 
in  their  notions  of  government ;  and  capable  of  affording  both  useful 
information  and  valuable  suggestions." 

Prisoners.  The  average  number  the  last  year  was  433.  The  num- 
ber remaining  in  Prison  at  the  close  of  the  year  was  427 ;  of  whom 
34  were  colored,  and  8  females.  The  number  received  last  year  was 
133. 

The  crimes  of  the  whole  number  were,  grand  larceny,  214  ;  coun- 
terfeit money,  50  ;  forgery,  39  ;  petit  larceny,  29  ;  burglary,  17  ;  as- 
sault to  commit  rape,  15;  perjury,  13;  breaking  jail,  9;  arson  and 
manslaughter,  8  each  ;  murder  and  assault  to  murder,  6  each  ;  bigamy, 
4  ;  rape  and  swindling,  3  each  ;  poisoning,  2  ;  sodomy,  1. 

Their  nativity  was.  New  York,  193;  Connecticut,  33;  ]\Iassachu- 
setts,  33;  Pennsylvania,  17;  New  Jersey,  15;  Vermont,  14;  Rhode 
Island,  14;  New  Hampshire,  10;  Maine,  5  ;  Maryland,  4;  Virginia,. 
South  Carolina,  and  Kentucky,  2  each ;  Canada  and  Nova  Scotia,  9  ; 
foreign  countries,  74. 

The  health  of  the  convicts  the  last  year  is  indicated  by  the  average 
number  in  the  hospital,  viz.  four  and  a  fraction,  and  the  number  of 
deaths,  viz.  seven,  which  is  less  than  two  per  cent. 

The  same  valuable  experiment  on  temperance  has  been  made  in  this, 
as  in  other  Prisons.     Mr.  Powers,  the  keeper,  says,  "  The  convicts 
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Sierc,  are  strictly  prohibited  the  use  of  ardent  spirits  and  tobacco,  except 
as  medicine  :  and,  contrary  to  a  very  common,  but  fallacious  notion, 
that  the  confirmed  drunkard  cannot  break  off,  at  once,  from  the  use  of 
spirits,  without  danger  to  his  health,  it  has  been  found,  invariably, 
that  the  most  besotted  drunkards  have  never  suffered  in  their  health 
from  that  cause,  but  almost  as  uniformly,  their  health  has  been  im- 
proved. They  appear  to  be  very  uneasy,  and  somewhat  lost,  for  a 
few  days,  and  with  rather  poor  appetites ;  after  w^hich  they  eat  heartily, 
and  improve  in  health  and  appearance." 

The  vices  in  this  Prison,  so  far  as  we  have  ever  been  able  to  learn, 
are  comparatively  few.  We  have  heard  of  no  good  or  bad  money  in 
circulation  among  the  prisoners  ;  no  false  coin,  or  false  keys,  if  we 
except  one  piece  of  wood  in  the  form  of  a  key ;  no  dies  or  materials 
to  alter  bills ;  no  cards  or  spirituous  liquors  ;  no  bribing  assistant  keep- 
ers, for  the  prisoners  have  nothing  to  bribe  with  ;  no  unnatural  crime. 

The  evils  in  this  Prison  are  a  few  cases  of  unjustifiable  severity  in 
punishment,  and  the  aimual  expense  of  $  10,000  for  its  support. 

In  regard  to  the  former,  the  Legislature  appointed  a  committee  con- 
sisting of  Messrs.  Tibbets,  Hopkins,  and  Allen,  to  proceed  to  Au- 
burn, and  examine  the  matter  thoroughly.  Their  result,  after  spending 
several  weeks,  and  examining  about  eighty  witnesses,  is  in  the  follow- 
ing language  :  "  The  sum  of  the  whole  is,  that  in  a  little  more  than 
four  years,  under  Mr.  Lynds'  agency,  six  cases  of  punishment  have 
appeared  to  deserve  particular  attention  ;  of  which  we  have  reported 
one  as  an  accident ;  one  as  uncertain,  from  defect  of  testimony ;  one 
as  harsh,  but  excusable  from  very  peculiar  circumstances  ;  and  two  as 
abuses,  in  a  merely  formal  und  legal,  but  not  in  a  moral  sense,  and  not 
as  being  undeserved  or  unusually  severe  ;  and  one  as  entirely  justifia- 
ble. 

"  In  about  nine  months,  during  which  Mr.  Goodell  was  agent,  we 
find  twenty-one  cases  of  punishment  of  a  character  to  deserve  investi- 
gation ;  of  which  four  do  not  appear  to  have  been  severe.  About 
fourteen  were  cases  of  severe  punishment.  If  the  w^hole  list  stated  by 
Dr.  TuTTLE  be  admitted,  the  number  will  be  raised  to  about  nineteen ; 
and,  if  the  repeated  punishments  inflicted  on  such  men  as  Mattison  and 
Holmes  be  included,  the  number  will  be  much  greater,  but  cannot 
be  stated  with  exactness.  But,  stating  the  number  of  severe  punish- 
ments at  fourteen,  we  have  reported  eight  of  them,  and  the  aforesaid 
four  others,  making  twelve  in  all,  to  be  abuses,  either  in  a  legal  or 
moral  sense. 

"  Of  the  whole  number  we  consider  eight  cases  as  justifiable  and 
proper  ;  and  four  cases  as  actually  abusive  and  unjustifiable."  ^ 

In  regard  to  the  annual  expense,  the  inspectors  express  the  opinion 
that  the  Prison  will  not  be  able  to  support  itself.  The  average  earn- 
ings of  the  prisoners  are,  for  the  State  15^  cents  per  day.  The  whole 
average  expense  of  their  support  is,  for  each  23  cents  per  day. 

The  reformatory  character  of  this  Prison  is  seen  in  the  following  list 
of  reformed  convicts  who  have  been  discharged.  The  initials  only  of 
the  names  are  given ;  their  residence,  the  time  of  their  discharge,  and 
their  character  since.  This  information  was  obtained  within  the  last 
year,  from  sheriffs  and  postmasters  in  different  parts  of  the  State,  and 
is  exhibited  at  length  in  the  form  of  extracts  from  letters,  in  the  last 
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Report  of  the  Inspectors  to  the  Legislature.  All  the  information  re- 
ceived concerning  discharged  convicts,  before  the  Report  was  printed, 
related  to  seventy-nine  ;  of  whom  fijty-two  sustained  the  character  here 
given. 


Name. 
P.  W. 
E.  A. 
H.  L. 
A.  P. 

D.  L. 
—  S. 

J.  W.  B 

E.  C.  D. 

w.  s. 

E.  W. 
L.  R. 
E.  P. 
A.  P. 
J.  M. 
J.  P. 
J.  S. 
A.  B 
J.  P. 
A.  W 
J.T.I. 

D.  R. 
S.N. 
S.B. 
I.  S. 

C.  F. 
A.  P. 

E.  R. 
J.  P. 
E.  B.  E 
J.  B. 
G.  O 

D.  H. 

C.  W.  S 

D.  D.  B. 
I.  P. 

N.  D. 
L.  J. 
S.  Y. 
T.  H 
D.  Y 
J.  S. 
J.  F. 
S.  L. 
H.  C 
J.  R. 

D.  B, 

E.  B. 
J.  M. 
H.  R 
J.  O. 


B. 


S. 


Residence. 
Auburn. 
Callin. 
Clienango. 
Junius. 
Junius. 
Romulus. 
Owasco. 
Geiieseo. 
Cortland  Co. 
Pompey 
Parma. 
Parma. 
Perry. 
Preble. 
Balavia. 
Balavia. 
Savannah. 
Cambridg-e. 
Cambridge. 
Cambridge. 
Le  Roy. 
Bergen. 
Florence. 
Sackelis  Harbor. 
SackeUs  Harbor. 
Sacketts  Harbor. 
SackeUs  Harbor. 
Sackelis  Harbor. 
SackeUs  Harbor. 
Caughnawaga. 
Fabius. 
Fabius. 
Russia. 
German  Flats. 
JVIorrislown. 
Riga. 
L}ons. 

Stophentown. 
Tyrone. 
Galway. 
Gal  way. 
Miiford. 
Milford. 
Pembroke. 
Chester. 
Chester. 
Chester. 
Pompey. 
Lebanon. 
Lebanon. 


Crime.  Time  of  discharge. 

Grand  Larceny.  April,  182G. 
Breaking  Jail.  Aug.  1826. 
Forgery.  April,  1825. 

Grand  Larceny.  Feb.  1825. 
Grand  Larceny.      April,  1818. 


Counterfeit. 

Grand  Larceny. 

F<irgery. 

Conspiracy. 

Grand  Larceny. 

Counterfeit. 

Counterteit. 

Mauslaug-hter. 

Assault. 

Assault. 

Grand  Larceny. 

Grand  Larceny. 

Counterfeit. 

Forgery. 

Counterfeit. 

Forgery. 

Misdemeanor. 

Manslaughter. 

Attempt  to  kill. 

Grand  Larceny. 

Grand  Larceny. 

Grand  Larceny. 

Larceny. 

Arson. 

Forgery. 

Perjury. 

Forgery. 

Counterfeit. 

Counterfeit. 

Counterfeit. 

Perjury. 

Grand  Larceny. 

Forgery 

Grand  Larceny. 

Grand  Larceny. 

Forgery. 

Peijury. 

Grand  Larceny. 

Grand  Larceny. 

Coujiterfeit. 

Counterfeit. 

Perjury. 

Forgery. 

Counterfeit. 


Feb. 

182G. 

April, 

. 1824. 

Jan. 

182G. 

Sept. 

1823. 

Sept. 

1825. 

Oct. 

1824. 

April, 
Mar. 

,  1824. 

1826. 

Aprilj 

,  1826. 

Jan. 

1822. 

June, 

1824. 

May, 

1822. 

Feb. 

18!^. 

Aus:. 

1826. 

Apnl 

,  1820. 

Feb. 

1821. 

Nov. 

1823. 

Nov. 

1823. 

April, 

,  1824. 

Aug. 

1826. 

Aug-. 

1826. 

Sept. 

1821. 

July, 

1821. 

Dec. 

1825. 

July, 

1826. 

Sept. 

I8iy. 

Feb. 

1824. 

Mar. 

1825. 

Dec. 

1820. 

April. 

,  1826. 

Feb.  ' 

1824. 

Dec. 

1824. 

Aug. 

1825. 

Sept. 

1825. 

June, 

1825. 

Jan. 

1822. 

May, 

1825. 

May, 

1825. 

Sept. 

1823. 

June, 

isn. 

June, 

1826. 

Cliaracter  since. 
Remarkably  e^ood. 
Good. 
Good. 

Good,  and  well  esteemed. 
Honest  and  industrious. 
Respectable  farmer. 
Supports  his  family. 
Exemplary. 

Steady  and  industrious.. 
Steady  and  industrious 
Steady  and  industrious. 
Steady  and  industrious. 
Upright  and  honest. 
A  man  and  a  Christian. 
Altogether  reformed. 
Industrious  and  respectable. 
Nothing  improper. 
Saves  his  earnings. 
Much  reformed. 
Remarkably  indnstrioas 
Conduct  exemplary. 
Conduct  exemplary. 
Supports  his  family. 
Materially  improved. 
Sober  and  discreel. 
Industrious  and  temperate. 
Industrious  and  temperate. 
Industrious  and  temperate. 
Penitent  and  humble. 
Penitent  and  decent. 
Manifest  reformation. 
Unsuspicious. 
Gaining  friends. 
Very  industrious. 
Very  good  citizen. 
Steady  and  industrious. 
Altered  for  the  belter. 
Better  Ihan  before. 
Bad  habits  cured. 
Regular  in  his  habits. 
Attentive  to  business. 
Prudent. 
Much  reformed. 
Regular  in  all  respects. 
Much  improved. 
Much  improved. 
Much  improved. 
Very  correct,  steady. 
Conducts  with  propriety 
Industrious. 


The  whole  number  of  recommitments  is  19,  or  less  than  one  to 
twenty. 

Concerning  the  instniction  afforded  to  convicts  in  this  Institution,  we 
only  add  (in  connexion  with  its  reformatory  character,  and  in  addition 
to  what  has  already  been  said)  the  latest  testimony  of  the  inspectors 
on  this  subject.  In  their  last  Report  to  the  Legislature,  they  say, 
"the  Prison  Sunday  School  is  in  a  flourishing  state.  It  now  consists 
of  100  scholars,  with  a  competent  teacher  from  our  Theological  Semi- 
nary, to  each  class  of  from  five  to  six  individuals,  under  the  general 
superintendence  of  a  resident  chaplain,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Curtis  ;  and  all 
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under  the  constant  inspection  and  rigid  discipline  of  two  vigilant  offi- 
cers of  the  Prison.  A  considerable  number  of  the  scholars  are  now 
learning  writing  and  arithmetic.  In  this  department,  and  in  all  other 
respects^  the  unwearied  exertions  and  the  able  and  faithful  services  of 
Mr.  Curtis  greatly  aid  in  promoting  the  interests  of  the  Institution. '^ 
From  the  circumstance,  that,  until  the  last  fifteen  months,  there  has 
never  been  a  resident  chaplain  at  this  Prison,  it  may  not  be  amiss 
barely  to  state,  in  this  place,  that  Mr.  Curtis  came  here  in  the  capa- 
city of  a  missionary,  in  the  employ  of  the  Massachusetts  Prison  Disci- 
pline Society,  and  receives  his  compensation  prhicipally  from  said 
society. 

10.  Slate  Prison  in  New  Jersey. — Location.  This  Prison  is  located 
in  Lamberton,  about  half  a  mile  east  of  the  Delaware  river,  1^  miles 
south  of  Trenton,  and  29  miles  N.  E.  of  Philadelphia. 

Construction.  It  is  not  favorable  to  economy,  security,  inspection, 
or  labor.  The  exj)ense,  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  convicts,  is 
great ;  the  escapes  are  numerous  ;  the  inspection  very  little  ;  the  labor 
unproductive.  These  evils  arise  in  part  from  the  construction.  It  is, 
therefore,  unnecessary  to  describe  it  more  particularly. 

Government.  The  officers  are,  five  inspectors,  a  warden,  clerk,  de- 
puty keeper,  three  assistant  keepers,  and  a  physician. 

The  inspectors  receive  $  1  50  per  day  for  the  time  devoted  ;  'war- 
den, $  800  ;  clerk,  $  500  ;  deputy  keeper,  $  450  ;  assistant  keepers, 
$  400,  annually.  The  total  amount  of  salaries,  besides  the  sum  paid 
to  the  inspectors,  is  $  3,025. 

Prisoners.  The  whole  number  in  Prison,  in  April,  1827,  was  67; 
of  whom  34  were  whites,  and  33  colored  ;  65  men,  and  2  women  j  58 
at  hard  labor,  and  9  in  solitary. 

The  crimes  of  those  in  Prison,  in  October,  1826,  were,  larceny,  21  ; 
burglary,  8  ;  burning,  6;  misdemeanor,  11;  counterfeit  money,  5 ; 
assault  and  battery,  5 ;  horse  stealing,  2 ;  manslaughter,  and  attempt 
to  commit  rape,  2  ;  bigamy,  robbery,  and  forgery,  1  each. 

The  sentences  of  the  same  persons  were,  for  20  years,  five ;  for  10 
years,  five;  for  11,  12,  and  15  years,  one  each;  for  7  and  8  years, 
two  each  ;  for  6  years,  three  ;  for  4  years,  seven  ;  for  5  years,  three ; 
for  3  and  2  years,  nine  each ;  for  other  and  shorter  periods,  fourteen. 

Their  employment^  not  including  sixteen  in  solitary  cells,  extended 
to  thirteen  different  kinds  of  business. 

The  expense  of  supporting  sixty-five  prisoners  for  the  year  ending 
October  1,  1826,  was  $3,873  77  ;  besides  the  compensation  of  the 
inspectors. 

The  recommitments  out  of  the  same  number  were  13  for  second  of- 
fence, and  1  for  third. 

The  escapes  since  December  9,  1819,  have  been  26. 

The  proportion  of  colored  convicts  almost  one  half. 

The  evils.,  as  may  be  seen  without  repetition,  are  numerous. 

11.  Old  County  Prison  in  Philadelphia. — This  Prison  is  located  on 
Walnut  street,  and  is  constructed  like  the  old  Prisons  generally ;  but, 
since  it  is  to  be  abandoned  as  soon  as  the  new  Prison  and  the  Refuge 
for  Juvenile  Delinquents  are  completed,  it  is  not  necessary  to  describe 
more  particularly  the  location  and  construction. 
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GROUND  VIEW  OF  THE  NEW  PRISON  IN 

The  external  wall,  30  feet  high,  encloses  a  yard  650  feet  square  ;  E,  entrance 
beneath  an  arch  secured  by  two  gates,  under  the  centre  of  the  front  building, 
which  forms  a  part  of  the  south  wall;  A,  B,  C,  D,  E,  F,  G,  H,  I,  J,  apartments 
in  this  building,  used  by  the  government  of  the  Prison  for  public  offices  ;  and  by 
the  keeper  and  his  family  for  a  dwelling  house;  the  Hospital  and  apothecary's 
shop  also,  are  in  this  building;  Z,  V,  yards  for  the  accommodation  of  the  keeper's 
family  and  the  Hospital ;  X,  X,  passage  from  the  arch  to  the  interior  yards  ;  I,  2, 
3,  3,  5,  5,  spaces  between  the  blocks  of  cells,  and  between  the  blocks  of  cells  and 
the  external  wall.  The  observatory  is  in  the  centre  ;  7,  7,  7,  are  the  passages  be- 
tween the  cells,  extending  from  the  observatory  towards  the  external  wall ;  i,  i, 
are  the  cells  12  feet  long  and  8  feet  wide  ;  j,  j,  are  the  exercising  yards.  There 
is  a  tower  at  each  corner  of  the  yard,  and  over  the  centre  of  the  front  building. 

Scale  162  1-2  feet  to  an  irick. 
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The  government  is  vested  in  a  large  bourd  of  inspectors,  and  a  small 
number  of  keepers,  who  so  manage,  that  it  has  been  often  said,  by 
those  intimately  acquainted  with  the  establishment,  that  "  the  prisoners 
keep  the  Prison.''^  It  has  been,  to  a  great  extent,  a  system  cf  compro- 
mise, in  which  the  greatest  villains  among  the  prisoners  have  been 
sometimes  elevated  to  places  of  distinction,  on  condition  that  they 
would  behave  well  in  Prison. 

The  number  of  prisoners  has  varied  for  several  years  from  five  to  six 
hundred.  Of  these  nearly  four  hundred  have  been  confined  at  night 
in  sixteen  rooms.  They  have  been  collected  in  great  numbers  from 
all  parts  of  the  world,  and  particularly  from  other  Prisons.  The  assist- 
ant clerk  stated  that,  of  those  in  Prison  in  December,  1824,  two  hun- 
dred had  been  in  other  Prisons.  The  recommitments  have  been  about 
1  to  3.  The  deaths,  for  several  years,  6  per  cent.  The  expense  of 
supporting  the  establishment  about  $30,000  annually.  The  vices, 
unutterable  abominations.  The  influence  upon  society  never  yet 
known  ;  but  inferred  from  the  frequent  burnings  and  highway  robbe- 
ries in  Philadelphia  and  the  vicinity,  and  the  numerous  convicts  in 
other  Prisons,  throughout  the  United  States,  from  the  old  county  Pri- 
son on  Walnut  street,  Philadelphia. 

12.  New  State  Prison  in  Philadelphia. — Location.  This  Prison  is 
located  on  elevated  ground,  about  2^  miles  N.  W.  of  the  city,  and 
about  half  a  mile  east  of  the  Schuylkill  river. 

Construction.  The  yard  wall,  which  is  built  of  stone,  30  feet  high, 
encloses  nearly  twelve  acres.  The  building  for  the  keeper's  house, 
and  the  offices  of  the  Prison  government,  makes  a  part  of  the  south 
wall,  on  each  side  of  the  centre.  The  magnificence  of  this  part  of  the 
Prison  may  be  inferred  from  the  fact,  that  the  yard  wall  cost  about 
$  200,000.  On  the  centre  of  the  yard  is  erected  the  observatory,  and 
on  seven  lines,  diverging  from  the  observatory  towards  the  wall,  the 
blocks  of  cells.  The  cells  are  arranged  in  two  rows,  in  seven  one 
story  buildings,  on  opposite  sides  of  seven  passages,  extending  from 
the  observatory  towards  the  wall  to  the  ends  of  the  blocks  of  cells. 
Connected  with  each  cell,  on  the  outside,  is  an  exercising  yard.  The 
entrance  to  the  cell  is  through  the  exercising  yard.  The  place  of  ob- 
servation for  the  keeper  over  the  prisoner,  is  through  a  small  orifice 
opening  from  the  cell  into  the  passage,  which  may  be  closed  at  plea- 
sure by  the  keeper,  and  which  is  intended  to  be  kept  generally  shut. 
The  only  mode  of  seeing  the  prisoner  while  confined  in  his  cell,  if  the 
doors  are  shut,  is  through  this  orifice.  When  he  is  let  out  of  his  cell 
into  the  exercising  yard,  he  may  be  seen  either  by  opening  the  door 
of  the  exercising  yard,  or  by  walking  on  the  top  of  the  wall  over  the 
exercising  yard.  The  wall  of  the  exercising  yard  is  so  high,  that  he 
cannot  be  seen  from  the  principal  observatory,  in  the  centre  of  the 
large  yard,  unless  the  observatory  is  raised  to  a  height  far  above  that 
contemplated  in  the  original  plan.  The  entrance  to  the  cell,  from  the 
exercising  yard,  is  secured  by  double  doors,  one  on  each  surface  of 
the  wall ;  the  inner  door  of  grated  iron,  and  the  outer  door  of  plank. 
The  orifice  between  the  cell  and  the  passage,  which  is  large  enough 
to  admit  the  face  of  a  man,  is  secured  by  double  doors  of  plank.  For 
ventilation,  there  are  several  hole*;,  about  three  inches  in  diameter, 
near  the  floor  of  the  cell,  passing  through  the  wall  into  the  exercising 
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yard ;  and  several  small  angular  flues  passing  off  through  the  wall, 
between  the  cell  and  the  passage,  about  10  feet  above  the  floor.  The 
mode  of  heating,  now  proposed,  is  by  admitting  warm  air  into  each 
cell,  through  a  small  orifice  opening  into  an  air  chamber,  which  is  to 
extend  the  whole  length  of  each  passage  beneath  the  floor.  Whether 
the  ventilators  into  the  exercising  yards,  and  the  orifices  into  the  air 
chamber,  will  not  open  a  communication  between  the  prisoners  in  dif- 
ferent cells,  can  only  be  told  by  experiment.  If  it  should  be  so,  there 
would  be  no  way  to  prevent  communication,  except  by  altering  the 
construction,  unless  a  keeper  could  be  placed  in  each  air  chamber  and 
in  each  exercising  yard.  It  would  require  more  keepers  than  prison- 
ers, to  prevent  communication  in  this  way.  Whether  it  is  practicable 
so  to  construct  two  cells,  or  apartments  adjoining  each  other,  that  there 
cannot  possibly  be  any  communication  between  two  persons  confined 
in  them,  while  they  are  furnished  with  sufiiciently  free  ventilation,  is 
a  point  never  yet  so  tested  by  experience,  within  our  knowledge, 
either  in  Prisons  or  Lunatic  Asylums,  as  to  prove  the  possibility  of 
such  a  thing.  It  is  not  done  at  the  Lunatic  Asylum  in  Charlestown, 
and  it  was  not  done  at  the  new  Prison  in  Philadelphia,  in  April,  1827; 
for  the  cells  were  not  completed.  If  it  could  be  done,  the  question 
deserves  consideration,  whether  it  ought  to  be  done  ;  for  the  case  not 
unfrequently  occurs,  in  a  large  Prison,  in  which  a  prisoner  is  taken 
violently  sick.  Now,  if  they  are  confined  in  cells,  from  which  it  is 
impossible  for  any  one  of  them  to  be  heard,  even  by  the  person  in  the 
adjoining  room,  how  shall  the  keeper  know  that  the  prisoner  demands 
attention  ?  It  is  true,  that  there  might  be  pipes  extending  from  each 
cell  to  the  keeper's  apartment :  so  that  the  keeper  would  know  if  the 
prisoner  was  in  distress  ;  but  no  such  thing  is  proposed.  The  senti- 
nel in  the  passage  would  hear  the  noise  of  the  prisoner,  if  the  doors 
were  kept  open  ;  but  it  is  proposed  to  keep  them  shut,  to  prevent  the 
prisoners  from  seeing  each  other,  and  hearing  each  other,  across  the 
passage ;  so  that  the  sentinel  would  only  know  the  condition  of  the 
prisoner,  when  he  opened  the  door  to  look  in  upon  him.  The  senti- 
nel being  placed  in  the  air  chamber,  or  in  the  exercising  yard,  might 
probably  hear  the  prisoner  ;  but  it  is  not  proposed  to  keep  a  sentinel 
in  either  of  these  places.  As  the  Prison  is  constructed,  it  will  be 
difficult  to  know  when  the  prisoner  is  in  distress. 

And  while  the  sentinel  could  not  hear  the  prisoner,  the  prisoners 
would  have  a  better  opportunity  to  hear  each  other.  The  sentinel  in 
the  passage  could  not  hear  the  conversation  of  the  prisoners  through 
the  air  chamber,  because  the  sound  would  pass  under  the  floor  of  the 
passage.  And  when  the  prisoners  are  let  out  of  the  cells  into  the  ex- 
ercising yards,  the  sentinel  in  the  passage  could  not  prevent  their  con- 
versing with  each  other  over  the  walls.  Nor  is  it  perceived  how  con- 
versation over  the  walls  of  the  exercising  yards  can  be  prevented,  if  a 
considerable  number  are  let  out  of  the  cells  into  the  yards  at  once. 
If  they  should  all  be  let  out  at  the  same  time,  it  would  require  a 
keeper,  probably,  to  every  five  yards,  to  prevent  conversation.  And 
even  with  this  number  of  keepers,  which  would  be  fifty,  they  would 
labor  under  many  disadvantages  in  preventing  evil  communication. 
The  tops  of  the  walls  of  the  exercising  yards  are  not  prepared  for  the 
keepers  to  walk  on  them,  and  the  passages  between  the  cells  are  so 
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separated  from  the  exercising  yards,  that  the  keepers,  being  in  the 
passages,  could  not  easily  prevent  evil  communication,  while  the  pri- 
soners were  in  the  exercising  yards.  The  keepers,  therefore,  would 
probably  take  their  station  either  in  the  exercising  yards,  or  on  the 
outside  of  the  wall,  while  the  prisoners  were  in  the  exercising  yards. 
If  they  should  do  this,  their  means  of  preventing  conversation  would 
not  be  good.  If  to  avoid  this  trouble,  only  a  few  prisoners  should  be 
let  out,  at  the  same  time,  into  the  exercising  yards,  and  these  should 
be  in  yards  separated  from  each  other,  it  would  require  a  great  deal  of 
time,  from  a  number  of  keepers,  to  let  them  all  out  of  their  cells  daily. 
If  it  is  not  done  as  often  as  this,  the  question  would  arise,  whether  it 
is  expedient  to  build  two  hundred  and  fifty  exercising  yards,  for  two 
hundred  and  fifty  prisoners. 

It  has  been  urged  in  favor  of  this  plan  of  building,  that  it  gives  great 
facilities  for  inspection  ;  so  great  that  the  keeper  in  the  observatory  in 
the  centre  of  the  large  yard,  as  well  as  the  keepers  in  the  lofty  towers 
on  the  external  wall,  may  overlook  the  whole  establishment.  It  is 
true  that  they  can  see,  from  these  points  of  observation,  the  roofs  of 
the  cells,  and  the  tops  of  the  walls  of  the  exercising  yards,  but  it  is 
also  true,  that  they  cannot  see  the  prisoners,  when  they  are  in  their 
cells  ;  nor  while  they  are  in  their  exercising  yards,  unless  the  prison- 
ers choose  to  show  themselves.  From  the  tower  in  the  centre  of  the 
south  wall,  which  is  one  of  the  most  lofty,  the  eye  can  see  no  farther 
into  the  exercising  yard  of  the  nearest  cell,  than  the  tor>  of  the  door 
between  the  exercising  yard  and  the  cell.  The  plan  of  building, 
therefore,  does  not  afford  great  facilities  for  inspection ;  but,  on  the 
contrary,  makes  inspection  very  difficult  and  expensive,  both  in  regard 
to  time  and  labor. 

There  is  a  peculiarity  in  the  construction  not  yet  mentioned.  Each 
cell  is  a  water  closet.  From  what  may  be  seen  of  similar  places  in 
hospitals,  prisons,  and  steam  boats,  we  are  apprehensive  that  this  part 
of  the  design  will  fail.  It  will  be  very  expensive  in  the  construction, 
and  probably  will  not  answer  a  good  purpose.  It  is  proposed  to  ac- 
complish the  object  by  cast  iron  pipes,  extending  under  the  whole 
establishment,  and  communicating  with  every  cell.  These  pipes  are 
to  be  frequently  filled  with  pure  water,  which  may  be  drawn  off,  in 
the  expectation  that  the  filth  will  be  removed  in  the  current.  Apart- 
ments have  often  been  visited,  in  which  similar  designs  have  been 
adopted  for  the  accomplishment  of  the  same  object ;  but  the  object 
was  not  gained.  The  air  could  with  the  greatest  difficulty  be  inhaled 
by  a  person  who  came  from  the  fresh  air.  It  would  be  well  to  know, 
whether  this  peculiarity  in  the  plan  will  answer  the  purpose  in  a  few 
cells,  before  the  expense  is  incurred  of  extending  it  to  the  whole  esta- 
blishment. 

The  original  design  was  so  to  construct  every  part  of  the  building, 
that  it  should  never  be  necessary  to  remove  the  prisoner  from  his  celt 
and  exercising  yard,  except  in  cases  of  sickness.  There  is,  therefore, 
no  chapel  for  divine  worship  on  the  Sabbath  ;  no  place  for  morning 
or  evening  prayers ;  no  place  for  communicating  instruction  of  any 
kind  ;  and  no  place  for  labor,  except  the  cell  or  the  exercising  yard. 
This  would  make  instruction  difficult,  and  labor,  if  it  should  be  intro- 
duced, unproductive. 
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In  regard  to  instruction,  twenty  persons  could  not  communicate  as 
much,  in  the  same  time,  to  a  given  number  of  prisoners,  as  one  might 
communicate  to  the  same  number,  in  the  same  time,  in  buildings  con- 
structed with  reference  to  this  object.  If,  then,  it  is  admitted,  as  it 
has  been  by  one  of  the  Commissioners,  that  the  importance  of  instruc- 
tion is  never  to  be  disregarded,  the  difficulty  still  remains,  that  there  is 
no  convenient  place  for  giving  instruction.  If  the  teacher,  whether  a 
director  of  the  institution,  a  benevolent  friend,  or  a  stated  chaplain, 
can  only  approach  the  prisoner  in  his  cell  through  the  exercising  yard, 
or  the  small  oritice  between  the  passage  and  the  cell,  it  will  be  so  la- 
borious as  to  render  it  probable  that  very  little  instruction  will  be 
given. 

In  regard  to  labor,  it  is  not  yet  decided  whether  it  shall  be  intro- 
duced or  not.  If  it  is  introduced,  what  kind  it  shall  be  ;  w  ho  shall 
teach  how  the  work  is  to  be  done,  and  see  that  it  is  done  well ;  or  how 
the  persons,  on  whom  these  duties  devolve,  are  conveniently  to  get  ac- 
cess to  the  prisoners,  are  questions  which  have  had  so  little  considera- 
tion, in  the  construction,  as  to  make  it  probable,  that  the  original  de- 
sign was  not  to  introduce  labor.  And  if  it  was  novv^  decided,  that  labor 
should  be  introduced,  the  construction  of  some  part  of  the  buildings  in 
the  interior  of  the  yard  would  probably  be  varied  from  the  original 
design. 

The  estimated  expense  of  the  whole  establishment,  when  completed, 
on  the  original  design,  is  Jive  hundred  thousand  dollars.  And  when  it 
is  completed,  it  will  accommodate  only  two  hundred  and  fifty  prisoners. 
The  expense  of  the  new  Prison  in  Connecticut,  for  the  accommodation 
of  one  hundred  and  thirty-six  prisoners,  was  estimated  at  thirty  thousand 
dollars^  and  three  fourths  of  the  work  has  already  been  done  within 
the  estimate. 

The  objections,  then,  to  this  plan  of  building  are,  the  difficulty  of 
preventing  the  prisoners  from  communicating  with  each  other,  either 
through  the  air  chamber,  or  over  the  walls  of  t' e  exercising  yards; 
the  impossibility  of  inspecting  the  conduct  of  the  prisoners  in  the  cells 
or  in  the  exercising  yards,  either  from  the  observatory  in  the  centre  of 
the  large  yard,  or  from  the  towers  on  the  external  wall ;  the  difficulty 
of  the  keepers  knowing  it,  in  cases  of  sudden  sickness  and  distress 
among  the  prisoners  ;  the  filthiness  of  making  every  cell  a  water  clo- 
set ;  the  difficulty  of  introducing  labor,  and  of  communicating  instruc- 
tion, and  the  expense. 

All  these  objections  are  against  the  plan  of  building,  even  if  it  be 
admitted  that  the  principle  of  solitary  confinement  day  and  night  is 
good.  If  it  should  be  found  from  experience  in  Philadelphia,  as  it  has 
been  found  by  experience  in  Maine,  and  at  Auburn,  that  the  principle 
is  not  good ;  then  the  plan  of  building  would  be  still  more  objection- 
able. 

If  we  understand  the  reason  of  the  present  state  of  this  establish- 
ment, it  is  this  :  the  Legislature  appointed  a  committee,  about  eighteen 
months  since,  to  examine  other  Prisons,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertain- 
ing, among  other  things,  whether  the  plan  adopted  in  Philadelphia  is 
good.  This  committee,  consisting  of  Judge  King  and  T.  I.  Wharton, 
Esq.,  visited  some  of  the  Prisons  in  New  England  and  New  York, 
and  reported  against  the  new  Prison,  so  far  as  to  prevent  the  Legisla- 
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B,  entrance  ;  A,  C,  apartments  in  the  keeper's  hou=;e  ;  D,  D,  pas?a£:es  t")  the 
inner  yards  ;  E,  F,  apartments  for  cooking,  &c. ;  §,  §,  pumps;  K,  pool ;  L,  M, 
N,  inner  yard ;  I,  I,  cells ;  J,  J,  exercising  yards  ;  H,  observatory  ;  T,  T, 
towers, 
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ture  from  making  an  appropriation  in  favor  of  it,  at  the  last  session. 
The  progress  of  the  buildings,  therefore,  in  the  interior  of  the  yard,  is 
arrested,  except  so  far  as  to  complete  the  number  of  cells,  (about  one 
hundred,)  the  foundation  and  walls  of  which  had  been  already  built 
This  is  a  sufficient  number  to  use,  in  the  first  experiment,  to  try  the 
construction  and  the  principle  of  solitary  confinement  day  and  night 
If  it  should  be  found,  that  the  construction  and  principle  are  not  good, 
it  would  remain  with  the  Legislature  to  decide  on  what  plan  the  other 
buildings  should  be  erected. 

In  view  of  the  whole  matter,  the  following  remarks  may  not  be  un- 
important : 

The  yard  wall  is  the  most  lofty,  extensive,  and  secure,  in  this  coun- 
try, with  the  exception,  perhaps,  of  that  at  Pittsburg ;  and,  therefore, 
whatever  the  design  of  building  in  the  interior,  this  remains  good. 

If  the  principle  of  solitary  confinement  day  and  night  is  admitted  to 
be  the  only  correct  principle,  the  Philadelphia  plan  of  building  is  not 
so  favorable  to  a  successful  application  of  the  principle  as  the  Auburn, 
Massachusetts,  Connecticut,  Sing  Sing,  and  Washington ;  because  it 
is  more  difficult  of  inspection  ;  more  difficult  to  prevent  evil  communi- 
cation ;  more  difficult  to  know  when  the  prisoners  are  in  distress ; 
more  unfavorable  to  cleanliness ;  more  difficult  to  communicate  in- 
struction, and  vastly  more  expensive. 

If  the  principle  of  solitary  confinement  day  and  night  should  be 
found  by  experience  in  Philadelphia,  as  it  has  been  found  in  Maine, 
and  at  Auburn,  not  good  ;  then  the  Philadelphia  plan  of  building 
would  not  answer  the  purpose,  and  the  other  would  be  altogether  con- 
venient for  the  introduction  of  productive  labor. 

So  much  time  and  expense  are  necessary  in  constructing  the  build- 
ing on  the  original  plan,  and  comparatively  so  little  on  the  Auburn 
plan,  and  it  is  so  uncertain  whether  the  first  will  answer  the  purpose, 
either  in  principle  or  construction,  that  it  is  not  to  be  lamented  that 
the  Legislature  made  no  appropriation,  at  the  last  session,  for  the 
completion  of  the  building  on  the  original  plan. 

It  is  now  a  favorable  time,  and  there  is  a  convenient  location  within 
the  yard,  to  erect  a  building  speedily,  at  a  moderate  expense,  near  the 
north  wall,  and  parallel  with  it,  containing  as  many  cells  as  may  be 
necessary,  on  a  plan  which  mil  answer  the  best  purpose,  on  either  the 
principle  of  solitary  confinement  day  and  night,  or  solitary  confinement 
at  night  with  productive  labor. 

If  the  Legislature  should  make  provision  for  this  variation  from  the 
original  design,  the  unutterable  abominations,  which  are  known  to 
exist  on  Walnut  street,  and  the  great  annual  expense,  might  be  sooner 
prevented. 

This  is  a  question  deeply  interesting  to  the  whole  community,  and 
no  personal  gratification,  or  previous  bias,  or  personal  friendship,  ought 
to  prevent  any  man  from  giving  all  the  facts,  in  relation  to  the  case,  a 
candid  consideration,  and  the  results  a  decided,  and  temperate,  and 
open  declaration. 

13.  State  Prison  at  Pittsburg^  Penn. — This  Prison  is  built  on  the  ge- 
neral  plan  of  the  Prison  in  Philadelphia,  except  that  the  cells  anu 
exercising  yards  are  on  the  circumference  of  the  circle.     We  presed 
only  the  ground  view  of  the  establishment,  with  the  explanation, 
11  * 
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The  present  state  aud  expense  of  the  buildings  ;  the  mode  of  govern- 
ment and  discipline  ;  the  number  of  j^risoners,  their  crimes,  sentences, 
&c.,  we  are  unable  to  state.  We  only  know  that  a  few  prisoners  have 
been  received. 

14.  Baltimore  Penitentiary. — Location.  This  Prison  is  situated  on 
an  eminence,  about  three  fourths  of  a  mile  N.  E.  of  the  centre  of  the 
city.     The  situation  is  pleasant  and  healthy. 

Construction.  The  yard  wall,  which  is  twenty  feet  high,  encloses 
about  four  acres.  The  front  building,  and  the  west  wing,  are  com- 
pleted. These  are  built  of  brick,  four  stories  high,  including  the 
basement,  which  is  of  stone.  The  centre  building  fronts  the  south, 
and  contains  apartments  for  the  keeper's  family  and  guard.  The  west 
wing,  which  is  the  Prison,  makes  a  right  angle  with  the  centre  build- 
ing, and  extends  north  156  feet.  It  is  36  feet  wide,  and  is  built  on 
the  old  plan,  with  a  spacious  hall  and  large  night  rooms.  The  female 
department  is  confined  to  six  apartments  and  a  part  of  the  hall  in  the 
south  end  of  the  second  story.  The  solitary  cells,  which  are  nine  in 
number,  are  in  the  north  end  of  the  third  story.  Further  description 
of  the  building  is  unnecessary,  as  the  governor  has  recommended  the 
erection  of  a  building  for  solitary  confinement  at  night,  to  obviate  the 
evils  arising  from  the  construction  of  the  west  w  ing. 

From  the  north  end  of  the  west  wing  to  the  external  wall  of  the 
large  yard  is  erected  a  wall  20  feet  high,  and  the  space  south  of  this 
wall  is  used  as  a  yard  for  female  convicts.  In  this  yard  is  a  one  story 
building,  in  which  the  females  labor. 

In  the  yard  for  male  prisoners  is  a  range  of  workshops,  extending 
from  east  to  west,  at  the  distance  of  twenty-five  feet  from  the  north 
wall,  two  hundred  and  fifty  feet  long  and  twenty-five  wide,  some  two 
stories  high,  and  others  but  one.  South  of  this  range,  and  at  right 
angles  with  it,  are  two  other  shops,  each  two  stories  high.  The  cost 
of  the  v/hole  establishment  has  been  $  89,500. 

Government.  The  officers  are,  twelve  directors,  residing  in  Balti- 
more, appointed  annually  by  the  Executive  Council  of  the  State,  who 
receive  no  compensation  ;  a  keeper,  sixteen  deputy  keepers  and  guard, 
and  a  book  keeper,  w  ho  receive  collectively  $  8,900  annually,  and  a 
physician,  who  receives  about  $  550. 

The  directors  meet  as  a  body,  at  the  Prison,  once  a  month,  and  at 
that  time  appoint  two  of  their  number  to  meet  at  the  Prison  every 
week. 

The  deputy  keepers  are  all  practical  mechanics ;  of  whom  eight 
superintend  the  business  of  <he  shops,  and  eight  in  companies  of  four 
are  upon  the  walls  alternately  as  guard.  At  night,  four  out  of  the  six- 
teen deputy  k.eepers  are  on  watch  in  the  halls,  four  are  in  the  guard 
room,  and  eight  with  their  families.  They  do  the  duties  of  night 
watch  in  companies  of  four,  alternately. 

Prisoners.  The  whole  number  in  Prison,  in  January,  1825,  was 
307,  of  whom  62  were  females,  and  of  the  remaining  245,  ninety-three 
were  colored.  The  whole  number  received  from  the  commencement 
in  November,  1811,  till  November,  1818,  w^as  1006. 

Their  sentences  varied  from  three  months  to  twenty-one  years. 

Their  employment,  of  late,  has  been  principally  weaving.  This  has 
been  done  on  (he  capital  of  the  State,  and  not  for  contractors,  and  has 
been  found  profitable. 
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Tasks  are  assigned  to  the  prisoners,  which  they  are  compelled  to 
perform,  if  they  have  health  and  strength ;  but  nothing  is  allowed  in 
the  form  of  over-stiiit. 

At  the  expiration  of  their  sentence  they  are  presented  with  money 
or  clothing  as  a  gift,  according  to  their  merits. 

The  expense  of  food  and  clothing  for  each  male  prisoner  is  stated 
by  the  clerk  to  be  $  63  annually  ;  for  each  female,  $  55  annually. 

They  are  supplied  with  religious  instruction  on  the  Sabbath,  morn- 
ing and  evening,  in  the  male  and  female  department,  by  the  clergy  of 
the  Methodist  denomination,  without  compensation  from  the  govern- 
ment.    There  have,  also,  been  Sabbath  schools  organized. 

The  recommitments  from  1811  to  1825  were  only  59. 

The  general  character  of  the  femide  department  was  given  last 
year. 

The  evils  in  the  male  department  arise  principally  from  the  crowd- 
ed state  of  the  night  rooms,  which  will  be  obviated  when  the  new 
building  is  erected. 

15.  New  Penilenliary  ill  Washington^  D.  C. — Location.  It  is  situated 
on  the  point  of  land  projecting  into  the  Potomac,  almost  south  of  the 
capitol,  and  in  the  direction  of  Alexandria. 

Construction.  The  principal  building  is  of  briclc,  on  the  Auburn 
plan,  120  feet  long,  50  feet  wide,  and  36  feet  high,  containing  160 
cells  in  four  stories.  There  are,  Ijesides,  two  buildings,  one  on  each 
flank  of  the  Prison,  having  a  communication  with  it,  by  a  small  door, 
on  a  level  with  the  first  gallery.  These  buildings  are  25  feel  by  40, 
containing  cellars,  two  upright  stories,  and  lodging  rooms  in  the  roof. 
One  of  these  buildings  will  be  devoted  to  the  keeper,  his  deputies 
and  family,  and  the  other  to  the  kitchen,  hospital,  &c.  A  wall  75 
feet  in  advance  of  the  front,  and  20  feet  high,  will  enclose  an  area  300 
feet  square. 

In  regard  to  the  plan  of  building  adopted  in  this  Prison,  the  fol- 
lowing extracts  from  a  letter  written  by  Charles  Bulfinch,  Esq.,  the 
architect  of  the  public  buildings  in  Washington,  who  holds  the  most 
important  station  in  this  country  as  an  architect,  and  whose  general 
character  is  extensively  known,  will  be  esteemed  valuable  by  those 
members  of  the  State  Legislatures,  who  have  not  had  an  opportunity  to 
examine  the  construction  of  different  Prisons.  He  says,  ''  immediate- 
ly after  the  close  of  the  session,"  (i.  e.  the  session  of  1826,)  "  I  was 
directed  by  the  President  of  the  United  States  to  visit  the  penitentia- 
ry establishments  of  New  York  and  Penr.sylvania,  for  the  purpose  of 
inspecting  them,  and  of  obtaining  all  such  information  as  may  be  ob- 
tained, and  which  may  be  usefully  applied  in  the  erection  of  the  Peni- 
tentiary authorized  by  the  act  of  Congress  of  May  20. 

"  I  accordingly  visited  the  several  institutions  of  this  kind,  in  the 
city  of  New  York,  and  the  new  building  now  erecting  under  Mr. 
LvNDs'  direction  at  Mount  Pleasant,  and,  returning,  the  new  peni- 
tentiary building  of  Philadelphia.  The  inspection  that  I  had  made 
was  enough  to  convince  me  of  the  superiority  of  the  Auburn  plan  to 
any  that  had  been  adopted  in  England  or  America,  and  I  made  a  Re- 
port to  the  President  to  that  effect." 

Government.  A  bill  was  submitted  to  ConQ;ress,  during  the  last  ses- 
sion, by  Mr.  Ver  Plank,  chairman  of  the  Committee  on  the  District 
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of  Columbia,  for  the  organization  of  the  Prison  government;  but  it  is 
not  kno\\'ii  to  us  whether  it  became  a  law.  As  the  session  was  short, 
and  the  buildings  were  not  yet  completed,  and  there  would  probably 
be  no  necessity  for  the  law  till  after  the  next  session  of  Congress,  it  is 
believed,  that  it  was  left  among  the  unfinished  business. 

Employment.  As  materials  for  building  are  expensive  in  Washing- 
ton, and  the  city  is  rapidly  rising  in  importance,  and  the  Prison  is  lo- 
cated on  navigable  w^ater,  and  granite  rock  of  most  beautiful  quality  is 
found  in  so  many  places  on  our  coast  and  rivers,  and  this  is  already 
an  article  of  commerce  and  manufacture,  it  is  worthy  of  consideration, 
whether  the  business  of  hammering  granite  cannot  be  introduced  in 
the  new  Penitentiary  in  Washington.  The  first  objection  which 
would  arise  to  such  a  measure  would  be  the  expense  of  transporta- 
tion. But,  in  answer,  the  facts  may  be  repeated,  which  have  already 
been  stated  in  this  Report,  that  the  granite  rock,  by  the  hammering 
of  which  about  70  convicts  have  earned  more  than  $  5,000  in  one 
year,  in  New  Hampshire,  after  defraying  the  whole  expense  of  their 
keeping,  is  transported  about  four  miles  by  land,  and  about  sixty  miles 
by  the  Merrimack  river  and  canal  to  Boston.  And  the  granite  rock, 
for  the  employment  of  the  convicts  at  Charlestown,  has  been  some  of 
it  imported  in  sloops  from  the  Kennebeck  river  in  Maine.  The  sub- 
ject is  proposed  as  one  of  inquiry. 

16.  Virginia  Penitentiary. — Location.  This  Prison  is  situated  in 
Richmond,  on  the  top  of  a  high  hill,  about  a  mile  south  west  of  the  State 
House,  and  about  two  miles  west  of  the  tide,  or  navigable  water  of 
James  river.  The  situation  was  probably  chosen  for  the  purpose  of 
getting  good  air  in  a  warm  climate. 

Construction.  The  construction  is  unlike  any  other  within  our 
knowledge  in  this  country.  The  cells  are  arranged  in  a  brick  build- 
ing, in  the  form  of  a  crescent,  two  stories  high  above  the  basement 
The  cells  open  towards  the  centre,  and  the  space  enclosed  by  the 
crescent  is  an  open  yard.  In  front  of  the  cells,  towards  the  centre,  on 
each  story,  is  a  narrow  gallery.  The  solitary  cells  are  arranged  in  the 
basement  story,  and  the  side  of  the  passage  leading  to  them,  towards 
the  interior  yard,  consists  of  a  solid  brick  wall.  In  entering  the  soli- 
tary cells  through  this  passage  from  the  yard,  it  is  necessary  to  use  a 
candle  or  torch.  In  the  cells  arranged  on  the  side  of  this  dark  pas- 
sage, the  convicts,  who  are  generally  condemned,  for  the  first  six 
months,  to  solitary  confinement,  receive  this  part  of  their  punishment. 
It  is  very  severe,  for  the  cells  are  dark,  and  damp,  and  cheerless.  A 
small  sash,  placed  above  the  prisoner's  head,  admits  a  faint  light ;  the 
water  stands  in  drops  on  the  walls  in  damp  weather,  and  no  provision 
is  made  for  warming  the  cells  at  any  season  of  the  year.  The  in- 
stance has  occurred  in  which  a  prisoner's  feet  were  frozen  while  en- 
during his  term  of  solitary  confinement  in  one  of  these  cells.  There 
are  some  of  the  cells  in  this  Prison,  designed  for  solitary  confinement, 
which  have  no  window  or  orifice  for  the  admission  of  light,  and  the 
only  ventilation  is  a  small  orifice  in  the  door  opening  into  the  dark 
passage.  The  superintendent,  Samuel  O.  Parsons,  says,  in  a  letter, 
concerning  the  effect  of  solitary  confinement  in  the  first  class  of  cells, 
which  are  far  less  dismal  than  the  last,  "  I  consider  it,  under  the 
present  laws,  imminently  dangerous  to  the  health,  and  of  course  to  the 
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life,  of  some  of  the  convict*.  There  are  some  whose  constitutions  are 
not  injured,  but  they  are  comparatively  few  in  number."  This  is 
sufficient  evidence  of  the  mischievous  consequences  of  tlie  construc- 
tion of  this  part  of  the  Prison.  1'he  ceils  in  the  stories  above,  which 
are  used  only  as  night  rooms,  are  sufficiently  ligiitcd  and  ventilated ; 
but  are  provided  with  no  means  of  warming.  The  cells  are  not  sur- 
rounded with  an  external  wall,  as  at  Auburn,  which  would  make 
them  comparatively  comfortable  in  winter,  even  without  a  lire ;  but 
they  are  exposed  on  two  sides  to  the  external  air,  and  are,  therefore, 
very  cold.  This  is  probably,  in  part,  an  explanation  of  the  follow- 
ing facts,  stated  in  a  letter  from  the  superintendent.  "  The  diseases 
most  prevalent  are  dropsy  and  consumption  of  the  lungs,  terminating 
in  death  generally  during  the  winter.  The  spring,  summer,  and 
autumn  are  generally  healthy."  The  fact,  therefore,  that  there  are 
no  means  provided  for  warming  the  cells,  is  an  objection  to  the 
construction.  If  an  attempt  should  be  made  to  warm  them,  on  the 
present  construction,  it  would  be  attended  with  great  expense.  The 
climate  and  diseases,  however,  are  such,  that  they  ought  to  be  warm- 
ed. It  is  not  right  to  put  convicts,  in  the  incipient  stages  of  consump- 
tion and  dropsy,  into  these  cells,  to  spend  the  long  nights  in  winter 
without  a  fire,  or  any  means  of  procuring  warmth  except  from  their 
diseased  breathing.  The  bill  of  mortality,  as  v/t!I  as  the  above  state- 
ment of  the  superintendent,  shows  that  the  consequences  are  often 
fatal.  The  number  of  niglit  rooms  in  this  Prisc/ri,  which  are  never 
warmed  in  winter,  is  about  150,  and  the  number  of  prisoners  confined 
in  them,  on  an  average,  about  200,  and  the  mortality  for  the  years 
ending  September  30,  1819,  and  September  30,  1821,  more  than 
seven  per  cent.,  or  1  to  14  and  a  fraction.  We  have  no  reason  to  sup- 
pose this  mortality  unusual  for  this  J*rison.  If  not,  and  any  part  of 
the  cause  should  be  the  defect  in  construction,  which  leaves  all 
the  prisoners,  during  the  long  evenings  and  nights  in  winter,  in  cold 
and  damp  cells,  without  a  fire,  or  the  means  of  obtaining  artificial  heat. 
it  may  be  hoped,  that  warm  air  will  hereafter  be  conducted  to  the 
cells  in  flues,  or  in  stove  pipes,  or  that  some  mode  will  be  devised  of 
warming  the  cells,  and  thus  diminishing  the  mortality.  A  mortality 
of  seven  per  cent,  is  nearly  double  that  of  the  mortality  of  the  Prisons 
in  France,  in  their  most  unhealthy  condition  ;  and  about  quadruple 
that  of  the  Penitentiaries,  generally,  in  this  country.  Besides  that 
defect  in  construction,  which  is  the  most  probable  cause  of  the  un- 
common mortality  in  this  Prison,  there  are  other  defects  worthy  of 
particular  consideration. 

It  affords  no  facilities  for  inspection.  After  the  prisoners  are  locked 
up,  there  is  no  way  provided  for  looking  in  upon  them  without  open- 
ing the  door  of  every  cell,  or  getting  up  over  the  door.  There  is,  be- 
sides, no  convenient  place  for  the  sentinel  to  pass  the  night  near  the 
cells,  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  evil  communication  between  the 
prisoners.  The  sentinel  who  attempts  any  thing  of  this  kind  must  be 
in  the  open  air.  It  is  very  necessary  that  it  should  be  done,  because 
the  prisoners  can  converse  from  one  cell  to  another. 

Solitary  confinement  at  night  was  contemplated  in  the  original  de- 
sign of  this  Prison  ;  but  it  has  been  necessary,  in  many  of  the  cells,  to 
place  two,  and,  in  others,  three  or  four.     The  construction,  therefore. 
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IS  defective  in  making  the  cells  large  enough  to  allow  this  great  evil, 
and  so  few  in  number  as  to  make  it  necessary. 

The  expense  in  the  construction  is  much  greater  than  if  less  space 
had  been  occupied,  and  more  cells  constructed,  on  the  Auburn  plan. 

As  it  is  necessary,  however,  to  enlarge  the  establishment,  in  order 
to  secure  the  great  advantages  of  solitary  confinement  at  night,  it  ha.s 
been  proposed  to  erect  a  building  on  a  straight  line,  from  one  extremi- 
ty to  the  other  of  the  crescent,  on  a  plan  similar  to  that  adopted  at 
Auburn,  containing  a  sufficient  number  of  cells  for  the  accommodation 
of  any  probable  number  of  prisoners.  If  this  should  be  done,  the  con- 
struction would  be  better  than  in  the  old  Penitentiaries,  generally ; 
but,  on  the  whole,  not  so  simple,  economical,  secure,  favorable  to  in- 
spection, health,  and  instruction,  as  would  be  desirable. 

Government.  The  officers  are,  five  inspectors,  a  superintendent, 
clerk,  six  keepers,  a  physician,  and  thirteen  guards. 

The  salaries  of  the  officers  are,  superintendent,  $  2000 ;  clerk,  $  600 ; 
two  of  the  keepers,  $  600  each  ;  four  of  the  keepers,  $  500  each  ; 
physician,  $  700  ;  guard,  $  6  per  month,  including  rations  and  clothing. 

Besides  the  above  officers,  there  has  been,  at  some  periods,  an  agent, 
who  was  authorized  to  employ  one  or  two  clerks,  each  of  whom  re- 
ceived a  large  salary.  It  was  the  duty  of  the  agent  and  his  clerks  to 
sell  the  manufactured  articles. 

Prisoners.     The  number,  since  1821,  has  generally  exceeded  200. 

The  crimes  of  those  in  Prison,  in  1821,  were  a  large  proportion  of 
them  the  higher  crimes,  viz.  voluntary  manslaughter,  4 ;  murder,  se- 
cond degree,  19;  rape,  7;  stabbing,  7;  burglary,  14;  horse-stealing, 
47 ;  stealing  negroes,  3 ;  robbery,  5  ;  grand  larceny,  48 ;  bigamy,  2  ; 
house-burning,  2 ;  other  and  smaller  crimes,  26. 

The  sentences  were  many  of  them  for  long  periods ;  of  those  for  mur- 
der in  the  second  degree,  12  were  on  sentences  varying  from  10  to  18 
years;  of  those  for  rape,  6  were  on  sentences  varying  from  10  to  21 
years ;  of  those  for  grand  larceny,  burglary,  and  hcrse-stealing,  5  were 
for  life;  of  the  others,  the  sentences  varied  from  1  to  10  years. 

Their  employment  was  in  nineteen  different  kinds  of  business ;  38 
shoemakers;  13  wheelwrights,  carpenters,  and  turners;  20  coopers; 
14  weavers,  quillers,  and  spoolers ;  13  tailors,  &c. ;  14  rope  and  thread 
spinners,  &c. ;  22  blacksmiths ;  1 1  nailers  ;  and  22  in  other  kinds  of 
business. 

The  nativity  of  the  prisoners  was,  Virginia,  135 ;  Pennsylvania,  12  ; 
other  States,  27  ;  foreign  countries,  27. 

The  rices,  in  wnich  they  have  been  sometimes  detected,  are  fight- 
ing, gambling,  and  drinking  ardent  spirits ;  but  these  things  are  all 
forbidden,  and  punished  immediately  after  detection.  There  have 
been,  besides,  successful  attempts  to  counterfeit  coin.  One  of  the 
keepers  stated,  that  he  had  found  a  good  deal  of  it  on  their  persons, 
and  deposited  in  different  places  ;  that  he  had  also  found  the  moulds ; 
and  that  the  servants  and  the  guard  might  have  furnished  facilities  for 
putting  it  in  circulation. 

The  instruction  furnished  to  the  prisoners,  either  on  the  Sabbath  or 
during  the  week,  (except  in  regard  to  their  work,)  is  almost  nothing. 
No  provision  is  mside,  either  by  the  State  or  by  benevolent  individuals, 
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for  even  one  religious  service  on  the  Sabbath  ;  and  sometimes  months 
together  have  elapsed  without  a  religious  service  of  any  kind. 

The  evils  in  this  establishment  are,  the  crowded  night  rooms  and 
the  consequent  evil  communication  ;  the  uncommon  mortality,  arising, 
in  part,  from  not  warming  the  cells,  the  vices  of  the  prisoners,  and  the 
want  of  instruction. 

17.  Penitentiaries  in  Georgia,  Kentucky ,  and  Ohio. — The  first  is  lo- 
cated in  Milledgeville ;  the  second  in  Frankfort ;  and  the  third  in  Co- 
lumbus ;  each  in  the  capital  of  the  State,  apparently  with  reference 
entirely  to  the  central  situation. 

The  construction  of  all,  so  far  as  we  have  been  able  to  obtain  in 
formation,  is  on  the  old  plan, of  building,  without  particular  reference 
to  the  importance  of  solitary  confinement  at  night ;  facilities  for  in- 
spection, employment,  and  instruction ;  and  economy  in  building  or 
management.  We  therefore  lament  less  not  being  able  to  describe 
more  minutely  the  construction. 

A  proposition  was  before  the  Legislature  of  Georgia,  at  the  last  ses- 
sion, which  was  unsuccessful,  for  the  abandonment  of  the  penitentiary 
system. 

The  convicts  in  Kentucky  are  hired  to  the  keeper,  on  condition  that 
he  shall  pay  the  expense  of  their  keeping,  and  pay  one  half  the  pro- 
ceeds of  their  labor,  after  defraying  this  expense,  to  the  State.  We 
know  very  little  more  concerning  these  Institutions.  Their  annua! 
Reports,  if  they  have  been  published,  we  have  not  been  able  to  ob 
tain  ;  nor  have  we  seen  either  of  the  Penitentiaries  in  Georgia,  Ken 
tucky,  or  Ohio.  The  following  information,  concerning  the  latter, 
was  communicated  in  a  letter  from  Nathaniel  McLean,  Esq.,  the 
keeper. 

It  is  situated  on  elevated  ground  on  the  east  bank  of  the  Scioto 
river,  south  west  of  Columbus.  The  yard  wall  is  400  feet  long,  150 
feet  wide,  and  14  feet  high.  A  brick  building,  occupied  by  the  keep- 
er, 100  feet  long,  30  feet  wide,  and  two  stories  high,  forms  a  part  of 
the  wall,  on  the  east  side  of  the  yard.  Another  brick  building,  50 
feet  by  20,  and  one  story  high,  used  as  a  store  house,  is  erected  on 
the  east  side  of  the  yard,  and  north  of  the  keeper's  house.  The  prison 
building  is  of  brick,  two  stories  high,  150  feet  long  and  30  feet  wide, 
and  forms  a  part  of  the  north  wall,  included  in  the  length  of  400  feet- 
Through  the  centre  of  this  building  is  a  passage  8  feet  wide,  on  the 
sides  of  which  are  64  cells,  6  feet  by  8.  About  half  the  space,  on  the 
left  of  the  passage,  is  used  as  a  kitchen  and  dining  hall.  Over  the 
kitchen,  in  the  second  story,  is  the  hospital,  30  feet  by  16.  The  soli- 
tary cells  are  below  the  surface  of  the  ground,  under  the  floor.  They 
are  6  feet  by  8,  walled  with  stone  and  lined  with  plank,  and  totally 
dark,  entered  by  a  trap  door.  From  this  description,  it  appears  that 
there  is  no  provision  for  lighting,  warming,  or  airing  them.  At  the 
same  time,  we  learn  from  the  letter,  that  some  convicts  are  confined 
in  them  for  short  periods  under  sentence  of  the  court,  and  frequently 
for  misdemeanor  in  Prison. 

The  estimated  expense  of  the  whole  establishment  is  $  150,000. 

The  keeper  is  the  only  responsible  officer  under  the  present  organi- 
zation. He  appoints  all  the  deputies,  clerk,  guard,  and  physician, 
and  pays  them  such  compensation  as  he  may  deem  reasonable,  except 
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the  clerk  and  physician,  ^vho  receive,  the  former  $400j  the  latter, 
$  250  annually.  The  deputy  keeper  receives  $  400 ;  three  overseers 
in  the  shops,  and  a  door  keeper,  $  300  each ;  and  three  on  the  walls, 
$  264  each,  per  annum.  The  keeper  is  elected  annually  by  the  Le- 
gislature, and  receives  a  salary  of  $  1000.  He  makes  ail  purchases, 
sells  all  manufactured  articles,  pays  all  expenses,  and  makes  a  quar- 
terly Report  to  the  Auditor  of  the  State,  and  an  annual  Report  to  the 
Legislature. 

The  number  of  prisoners  in  1826  was  152;  of  whom  2  were  fe- 
males, and  14  colored. 

The  crimes  of  at  least  two-thirds  are  horse-stealing,  larceny  and  bur- 
glary. The  other  crimes  are  murder,  in  the  second  and  third  degree, 
perjury,  forgery,  incest,  rape,  bigamy,  &c. 

The  sentences  are,  hve  for  life,  several  for  20  and  15  years  ;  others 
for  5  and  7  ;  and  none  for  less  than  3  years.  Two-thirds  of  the  whole 
number  are  for  3  years. 

There  is  no  classification.  The  prisoners  work  together  in  different 
shops,  as  may  best  promote  the  interests  of  the  institution  in  a  pecu- 
niary point  of  view  ;  old  offenders  with  those  younger  in  crime  ;  and 
the  same  at  night,  in  the  cells,  in  winter  four  in  a  room,  and  in  sum- 
mer two  or  three,  as  the  number  of  prisoners  will  justify. 

The  number  in  the  hospital  will  average  from  ten  to  fifteen  in  times 
of  ordinary  health.  During  the  autumn,  the  number  is  greatly  in- 
creased, and  has,  in  some  instances,  exceeded  one  third  of  the  whole 
number.  The  most  prevalent  diseases  are  chills,  and  fevers,  and  bilious 
fevers,  particularly  during  the  summer  and  autumn.  There  is  no  me- 
thod of  warming  their  night  rooms  in  winter. 

No  provision  is  made  by  law  for  religious  instruction,  except  to 
furnish  each  cell  with  a  bible.  There  is  preaching,  occasionally,  but 
not  regularly.  There  is  no  chapel;  the  passage  on  the  second  floor 
c(  the  prison  building  is  used,  but  it  is  very  uncomfortable.  The  con- 
victs are  regular  during  the  hours  of  worship,  when  we  have  it,  and 
many  of  them  frequently  considerably  alTected.  Should  proper  pro- 
vision be  made  for  religious  instruction,  it  is  believed  more  salutary 
effects  would  be  produced. 

The  evils  in  this  Prison,  according  to  the  above  statement  from  the 
keeper,  are,  the  construction,  which  makes  it  impossible  to  separate 
the  prisoners  at  night,  and  thus  prevent  evil  communication  ;  the  un- 
usual proportion  in  the  hospital,  probably  to  be  attributed  in  part  to 
the  fact  that  there  is  no  provision  for  warming  the  cells ;  the  want  of 
instruction,  as  there  is  no  convenient  place  for  it,  and  no  person  to 
communicate  it ;  and  some  cells  for  solitary  confinement,  underground, 
without  any  light  or  air  except  what  is  obtained  through  a  trap  door. 
18.  Houses  of  Refuge  in  Boston^  New  York,  and  Philadelphia. — The 
House  of  Refuge  in  Boston  is  situated  in  South  Boston,  near  the 
House  of  Industry,  about  2.^  miles  from  the  city.  The  building  is 
very  commodious,  and  would  conveniently  accommodate  a  much 
larger  number  of  inmates  than  are  now  placed  in  it.  The  yard,  on  the 
south  side  of  the  house,  is  an  extensive  field  of  30  or  40  acres  of  beau- 
tiful land,  cultivated  by  the  poor  from  the  House  of  Industry.  The 
boys  from  the  Refuge  are  sometimes  permitted  to  work  in  the  field, 
under  the  immediate  care  of  the  superintendent.    This  field  is  securely 


85  SECOND   REPORT — 1827.  133 

enclosed,  and  no  person  is  permitted  to  enter  the  gate,  which  is  60 
or  80  rods  from  the  House,  without  a  certificate  to  the  gate-keeper, 
from  one  of  the  directors  of  the  House  of  Industry.  In  this  way  both 
establishments  appear  to  be  well  secured  from  the  introduction  of  pro- 
hibited articles. 

The  government  of  the  Refuge  is  the  same  board  of  directors  as  in 
the  House  of  Industry.  This  board  consists  of  seven  gentlemen  in 
Boston,  who  receive  no  compensation,  and  are  appointed  annually  by 
the  city.  They  appoint  a  superintendent,  and  fix  his  compensation, 
which  is  at  this  time  $  600,  with  a  house  and  board  for  himself  and 
family.  Mr.  Bartholomew  Brown,  who  has  been  connected  with 
the  establisnment  from  the  commencement,  is  the  present  superinten- 
dent. A  school  teacher,  and  an  overseer  of  the  shoe  shop,  are  employed 
to  assist  him.  Their  compensation  is  also  fixed  by  the  board.  The 
religious  services  on  the  Sabbath,  in  which  the  boys  engage,  are  the 
same  as  at  the  chapel  in  the  House  of  Industry.  The  offices  of  chap- 
lain and  school  teacher  are  at  present  vacant,  but  are  to  be  filled  as 
soon  as  suitable  persons  can  be  found.  The  salary  offered  to  the  for- 
mer is  $  500  and  board  ;  that  of  the  latter  is  not  specified. 

The  subjects  for  the  Refuge  are  juvenile  delinquents  from  Boston, 
who  are  thus  saved  from  the  House  of  Correction,  in  Leveret  street, 
and  the  State  Prison  at  Charlestown.  The  present  number  is  about 
40,  of  whom  2  are  females.  The  boys  spend  a  part  of  every  day  in 
the  school  room,  and  another  and  larger  part  in  the  shoe  shop.  Their 
improvement  is  good  in  both  places.  Several  of  the  boys,  who  were 
first  received,  have  been  apprenticed,  and  are  doing  well.  The  insti- 
tution is  supported  entirely  by  the  city,  at  an  expense  of  about  $  3000 
annually. 

The  House  of  Refuge  in  New  York  is  situated  about  two  miles  north 
of  the  City  Hall,  at  the  junction  of  the  Harlaem  and  Bloomingdale 
roads.     The  yard  is  300  by  320  feet,  enclosed  by  a  wall  17  feet  high. 

The  buildings,  one  for  boys  and  the  other  for  girls,  are  of  stone, 
each  two  stories  high,  150  feet  long  and  38  feet  wide.  These  are 
separated  by  a  high  board  fence. 

The  boys'  Refuge  contains  five  apartments  in  the  lower  story,  30 
by  34  feet,  for  a  dining  room,  common  hall,  superintendent's  office, 
and  shops  for  tailors  and  shoemakers.  The  second  story  contains  an 
hospital,  30  by  34  feet,  and  two  rows  of  dormitories,  each  3^  feet  by 
7,  and  6  feet  high,  for  132  boys.  They  are  ventilated  by  openings  in 
the  doors,  and  in  the  centre  wall.  They  are  arranged  in  two  stories, 
on  the  Auburn  plan.  The  area  between  the  dormitories  and  the  ex- 
ternal wall  of  the  building  is  10  feet  by  110,  and  is  furnished  with 
desks  and  benches,  suitable  for  the  monitorial  plan  of  instruction,  and 
is  used  as  a  school  room. 

The  girls'  Refuge  contains,  in  the  first  story,  besides  four  apart- 
ments similar  to  those  in  the  boys'  Refuge,  a  parlour  and  chamber  for 
the  matron,  a  committee  room,  and  a  laundry.  In  the  second  story, 
it  contains,  in  the  south  end,  a  handsome  chapel,  with  a  gallery,  suffi- 
ciently large  to  accommodate  140  boys,  70  girls,  and  300  visitors ;  at 
the  north  end,  an  hospital,  25  by  34  feet ;  and  between  the  chapel  and 
the  hospital,  68  dormitories,  in  two  stories,  arranged,  ventilated,  and 
appropriated  for  girls,  as  the  others  are  for  boys. 
12 
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A  two  story  brick  building,  40  by  30  feet,  situated  on  the  south 
west  coraer  of  the  yard,  is  used  by  the  superintendent  and  his  family. 
Another  brick  building,  22  by  60  feet,  situated  near  the  last  mention^ed, 
on  the  east,  is  occupied  in  part  by  the  assistant  keeper  and  his  family. 
Adjoining  this,  on  the  north,  is  a  brick  building,  40  by  80  feet,  divided 
into  four  rooms,  40  feet  square,  in  which  40  boys  are  employed  in 
making  chairs. 

In  different  parts  of  the  yard  are  several  small  one  story  buildings, 
used  for  shops,  store  houses,  &c. 

A  part  of  the  ground  in  the  interior  of  the  yard  is  used  for  a  garden. 

The  whole  aspect  of  the  establishment  is  cheerful. 

Government.  This  establishment  belongs  to  the  Society  for  the  Re- 
formation of  Juvenile  Delinquents,  which  was  incorporated  March  29, 
1824.  The  officers  are,  a  president,  six  vice  presidents,  a  treasurer, 
secretary,  thirty  managers,  an  acting  committee  of  eight  gentlemen, 
and  a  ladies'  committee  of  thirteen.  The  constitution  of  the  society  is 
not  printed  in  the  reports  ;  nor  does  it  appear,  from  the  reports,  how 
often  or  by  whom  the  officers  are  appointed.  The  immediate  govern- 
ment of  the  institution  is  intrusted  by  the  managers,  at  this  time,  to 
Mr.  Nathaniel  C.  Hart,  who  is  assisted  by  a  matron,  a  school 
teacher,  two  assistants,  and  a  gate  keeper.  Mr.  Hart,  who  had  been 
one  of  the  teachers  in  the  male  high  school,  entered  upon  the  duties 
of  this  office  on  the  2d  of  July,  1826.  The  president  of  the  society, 
the  Hon.  Cadwallader  D.  Golden,  addressed  the  superintendent  on 
this  occasion.  A  few  brief  extracts  from  the  reply  of  Mr.  Hart  will 
exhibit  the  spirit  of  the  man  to  whom  the  society  has  given  this  im- 
portant trust,  and  it  will  be  a  source  of  unfeigned  gratitude  to  all,  that 
children  and  youth,  who  were  formerly  trained  for  a  life  of  infamy  in 
the  State  Prison,  have  fallen  into  such  hands. 

"Sir, — Deeply  impressed  with  the  great  responsibility  devolving  on  the  superintendent  of 
this  important  institution,  1  cannot  reflect  on  the  con6dence  you  have  placed  in  me,  in  calling 
me  to  succeed  the  gentleman  who  has  so  ably  conducted  its  affairs  from  its  commencement, 
without  trembling. 

'•  Children  without  parents,  some  of  them  worse  than  destitute,  have,  by  your  fostering  hands, 
been  snatched  from  infamy.  The  world,  indeed,  is  gazing  upon  your  noble  charity,  while  the 
community  is  rejoicing  in  hope  of  your  success. 

"  The  weight  and  responsibility  tower  like  mountains  before  me  ',  but  when  I  reflect  that  J 
shall  have  your  wisdom  in  counsel,  and,  I  trust,  the  directions  of  Him  who  prompts  you  to 
these  praiseworthy  acts,  I  console  myself  that  I  shall  be  enabled,  in  a  degree,  to  be  a  father  to 
the  fatherless. 

''  Yes,  my  dear  children,  I  have  sons,  and  I  have  daughters,  and  am  enabled  to  feel  for  you  , 
nnd  often,  m  my  dealings  with  the  children  of  others,  solve  this  question  for  my  own  govern- 
ment,—' How  should  I  like  my  child  to  be  dealt  with  under  sijnilar  circumstances  V  This 
rule,  I  think,  shall  govern  me  here." 

The  number  of  children  who  have  fallen  into  the  hands  of  this 
Christian  father,  and  for  whose  support  provision  is  made  by  the  soci- 
ety, is,  at  the  present  time,  about  130  boys  and  40  girls.  The  system 
of  instruction  and  labor,  to  which  they  are  subject,  is  such  as  almost 
necessarily  to  ensure  the  favorable  results  which  have  thus  far  reward- 
ed the  society.  The  boys  are  assembled  by  Mr.  Hart  every  morning, 
at  an  early  hour,  for  religious  exercises.  Immediately  after  breakfast, 
the  word  of  God  is  read  a  few  minutes,  accompanied  with  appropriate 
remarks.  Two  hours  are  then  devoted  to  common  instruction  in  the 
school  room  :  after  school  time,  four  hours  to  labor,  before  dinner. 
Immediately  after  dinner  a  few  minutes  more  are  spent  in  useful  read- 
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ing ;  then  a  little  time  is  devoted  to  recreation,  and  afterwards  four 
hours  to  labor,  before  supper  ;  and,  immediately  after  supper,  two 
hours  to  the  instructions  of  the  school  room.  This  general  plan,  and 
division  of  time,  is  followed  every  day  in  the  week,  with  such  varia- 
tion only  as  the  seasons  require.  On  the  Sabbath,  about  one  hour  in 
the  morning,  and  one  hour  in  the  afternoon,  are  devoted  to  public  reli- 
gious exercises  in  the  chapel ;  and  a  considerable  time,  morning  and 
evening,  to  useful  reading  and  instruction  in  the  school  room.  With 
this  system  of  instruction  on  the  Sabbath,  and  of  instruction  and  labor 
during  the  week,  under  the  care  of  one  who  treats  the  children  like 
sons  and  daughters,  it  almost  necessarily  follows,  that  their  characters 
will  be  formed  for  usefulness.  This  is  already  proved  by  experience. 
In  April  last,  more  than  forty  boys  and  girls  had  been  apprenticed ; 
of  whom  only  four  had  failed  to  prove,  by  their  good  behavior,  the 
value  to  them  of  the  instruction  received  at  the  Refuge.  The  letters 
from  their  employers,  exhibited  in  the  appendix  to  the  Second  Report, 
are  most  cheering  to  all  the  friends  of  this  and  similar  institutions. 

The  effect  of  the  Refuge,  in  diminishing  the  number  of  this  class  of 
children  and  youth  in  the  city,  is  as  delightful  as  the  immediate  effect 
on  the  character  of  the  inmates.  The  president  of  the  society  stated, 
that  the  number  of  criminal  prosecutions  among  this  class  of  persons 
has  been  diminished  in  the  city  of  New  York,  since  the  Refuge  was 
instituted,  about  four  fold. 

The  benefits  of  the  establishment  are  not  confined  to  -he  city.  Ju- 
venile delinquents  from  all  parts  of  the  State,  according  lj  the  law  of 
January,  1826,  must  be  received  by  the  managers  of  the  Refuge,  in 
such  numbers  as,  in  the  judgment  of  the  courts,  ought  to  be  conamitted 
1 0  their  care.  And  to  enable  the  society  to  discharge  the  duties  which 
would  devolve  upon  it  in  consequence  of  this  law,  another  law  was 
passed,  at  the  same  time,  appropriating  the  surplus  funds  of  the  Marine 
Hospital  for  the  use  of  the  institution.  The  receipts  from  the  same 
amounted  last  year  to  $  27,000.  The  Legislature  had  previously  ap- 
propriated, by  a  law  of  April  9,  1825,  two  thousand  dollars,  annually, 
for  five  years,  to  the  same  object. 

The  following  account  of  the  treasurer  exhibits  the  receipts  and  ex- 
penditures from  the  commencement  in  1824  : 

The  Society  for  the  Reformation  of  Juvenile  Delinquents^  in  Account  OiT' 

rent  with  Ralph  Olmsted^  Treasurer. 
Dr. 

To  Cash,  first  payment  to  the  United  States  on  account  of  the  purchase  of  the 

present  site,               52»000  00 

"        Repairs  and  additions  to  the  buildings, 4,420  11 

"        Clothing  for  the  children,              1,54«  15 

"        Food  and  provisions  for  the  children, 3,5+4  19 

"        Furniture,  beds  and  bedding,  cooking  apparataS;  &c.          .        .  2,940  15 

"        Medicine  and  hospital  expenses, 350  39 

"        Manufacturing  expenses, 830  39 

"         School  expenses,  books,  stationary,  desks,  «fec 1,075  98 

"        Tools,  agricultural,  manufacturing  and  mechanical,     ...  48  98 

"        Horse,  cows,  wagon,  and  cart, 592  71 

"        Society's  expenses,  printing,  fuel,  stationary,  &c.          .        .        •  218  43 

"        Contingent  expenses,  insurance,  fuel,  &c.  &c.      ....  772  35 

"        Salaries  lo  superintendent,  assistants,  and  matron,        .        •        •  4,618  34 

New  building  for  boys, 9,954  66 

"        New  building  for  eirls,  assistant  keeper's  house,  store-house,  work- 
shops, walls,  &c  &c.        . 21,716  96 

554,631  70 
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Cr. 

By  net  amount  received  from  collection  of  donations  and  subscriptions  from 

the  citizens  of  New  York, J^  19  177  41 

Cash,  grant  from  the  Legislature  of  the  State  of  New  York,  ^2000  per  ' 

annum  for  3  years,            6,000  00 

Cash  from  sales  of  manufactured  goods, '394  70 

Cash  from  labor  of  the  children,               1,270  40 

Cash  from  Marine  Hospital  fund,  for  the  erection  of  a  Female  Refuge,  19,000  00 
Cash  from  Marine  Hospital  fund,  towards  the  annucd  support  of  the  House 

of  Refuge, 8,000  00 

Balance  due  the  treasurer,  1st  of  January,  1827,                              .        .  789  19 


$54,,63l  70 


Thus  an  institution,  which  had  its  origin  in  private  benevolence, 
has  raised  to  usefulness  about  forty  miserable  youth  and  children,  who 
might  otherwise  have  been  in  the  State  Prison  ;  received  nearly  two 
hundred  others  to  the  Refuge,  who  now  enjoy  its  advantages ;  dimi- 
nished greatly  criminal  prosecutions  in  the  city  among  youth  and  chil- 
dren ;  provided  a  Refuge  for  juvenile  delinquents  in  the  city  and 
throughout  the  State ;  obtained  the  liberal  patronage  of  the  Legisla- 
ture, and  now  affords  an  example  for  imitation  to  other  cities  and 
countries  of  the  best  mode,  which  was  ever  devised,  of  correcting  the 
evil  propensities  of  unfortunate  and  vicious  youth. 

The  House  of  Refuge  in  Philadelphia  is  now  building ;  the  comer 
stone  has  recently  been  laid  with  appropriate  ceremonies  ;  about 
$15,000  have  been  raised  by  private  subscription,  and  $40,000  by 
the  Legislature,  for  its  completion. 

19.  County  Prisons. — We  can  only  make  a  few  remarks,  accompa- 
nied with  particular  illustrations,  concerning  them. 

They  are  generally  constructed  without  reference  to  classification, 
inspection,  or  economy.  There  are  jails  in  this  country,  which  cost 
$  20,000,  not  as  wisely  constructed,  in  regard  to  classification  or  in- 
spection, as  some  others  which  cost  $  5,000.  There  is  a  jail  in  Ge- 
neseo,  N.  Y.,  which  may  be  examined  advantageously,  by  persons 
who  are  intrusted  with  the  building  of  Couuiy  Prisons.  There  is 
another  soon  to  be  built  in  Alexandria,  D.  C,  on  a  similar  plan. 
Classification,  inspection,  and  economy,  are  all  consulted  in  the  plan 
of  these  buildings. 

There  is  frequently  not  as  much  classification  or  separation  as  the 
building  will  allow.  The  reasons  sometimes  assigned  are,  that  it 
takes  more  time  to  open  many  doors  than  to  open  a  few,  and  there- 
fore the  prisoners  may  be  put  in  as  few  rooms  as  possible  ;  some  of 
the  apartments  are  in  an  upper  story,  and  it  is  not  convenient  to  put 
the  prisoners  up  stairs ;  it  is  more  work  to  feed  them,  and  warm  the 
rooms,  when  they  are  separated,  than  when  they  are  together  ;  the 
prisoners  wished  to  be  in  the  same  room,  so  that  they  might  be  com- 
pany for  each  other.  These,  and  other  reasons  not  more  important, 
are  often  assigned  for  a  most  indiscriminate  mingling  of  all  ages  and 
degrees  of  guilt,  in  buildings  which  would  allow  of  some  classifica- 
tion. This  evil  would  be  in  a  great  degree  removed  by  a  law  requir- 
ing that  the  prisoners  should  not  be  placed  two  in  a  room,  if  the 
apartments  were  sufficiently  numerous  to  allow  them  to  be  separated. 

In  County  Prisons,  constructed  on  the  usual  plan,  there  is  a  free 
communication  through  the  doors,  between  the  prisoners  in  all  the 
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apartments.     This  evil  would  be  greatly  diminished  by  a  law  requir- 
ing that  there  should  be  double  doors  to  each  apartment. 

There  is  frequently  a  great  want  of  cleanliness,  breeding  vermin ; 
which  would  be  mostly  prevented  by  whitewashing  every  apartment, 
throughout,  lioor  and  walls,  once  a  month.  The  Boston  Jail,  which 
is  generally  crowded  with  prisoners,  many  of  them  from  the  lowest 
parts  of  the  city,  has  an  unusual  appearance  of  cleanliness  from  the 
observance  of  this  rule. 

The  County  Prisons,  in  the  large  cities,  have  usually  a  large  num- 
ber of  females  in  them  ;  and,  in  most  cases,  they  are  not  under  the 
care  of  a  matron.  From  an  experiment  made  in  the  House  of  Correc- 
tion in  Boston,  as  well  as  from  an  experiment  made  in  the  female  de- 
partment of  the  Baltimore  Penitentiary,  it  is  obvious  that  female 
convicts  can  be  kept  in  much  better  order,  and  made  to  work  to  much 
greater  advantage,  under  the  care  of  a  matron,  than  under  the  care  of 
a  man.  There  are  other  reasons  in  favor  of  this  measure,  which  are 
made  more  obvious  by  abuses  which  have  been  discovered,  where  a 
matron  is  not  introduced.  It  is  sufficiently  apparent  that  there  should 
be  a  matron  in  every  Prison,  where  there  are  fifteen  or  more  female 
convicts. 

The  Jails  in  Boston,  New  York,  Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  Washing- 
ton, Richmond,  Charleston,  and  New  Orleans,  are  great  schools  of 
vice,  in  which  are  generally  from  700  to  1000  persons  corrupting  each 
other.  Several  are  lodged  in  the  same  room  ;  there  is  in  most  of 
them  an  easy  communication  between  the  different  rooms,  and  no 
attempt  is  made  to  prevent  it ;  and  if  it  was,  evil  communication  could 
not  be  prevented  between  those  in  the  same  room.  The  number  of 
persons  committed  to  these  Prisons  annually  may  be  estimated  at 
eight  thousand  ;  among  whom  are  many  children  and  youth  :  to  some 
of  whom  an  irreparable  injury  is  done.  Many  others  are  imprisoned, 
but  not  condemned,  and  are  finally  discharged  without  bill  or  witness. 
The  amount  of  moral  evil  is  great,  which  would  be  prevented  if  they 
could  all  be  confined  in  Prisons  so  constructed  as  to  be  kept  still,  and 
alone,  and  saved  from  corrupting  each  other. 

The  County  Prisons,  to  a  vast  extent  in  this  country,  are  not  visited 
regularly  by  ministers  and  Christians,  on  the  Sabbath,  or  during  the 
week.  We  therefore  repeat  our  earnest  desire,  that  a  benevolent 
association  may  be  formed  for  this  purpose  in  every  city  and  village 
where  there  is  a  Prison.  This  subject  is  not  beneath  the  notice  of 
the  Saviour  of  the  world,  and  it  ought  not  to  be  beneath  the  notice  of 
his  disciples.  The  duty  is  connected  with  the  formation  of  that  cha- 
racter, which  lie  has  promised  to  approve  in  the  day  of  judgment,  and 
the  ne2;lect  of  it  with  that  which  he  will  condemn.  Will  it  not,  then, 
be  a  sufficient  reward  to  any  one,  who  engages  in  this  duty,  to  hear 
the  Saviour  say,  "  /  was  sick^  and  in  Prison^  and  ye  visited  me  ;"  and  a 
severe  reproof  to  all  who  have  neglected  the  duty,  while  living  in  the 
vicinity  of  a  Prison,  "  /  was  sick,  and  in  Prison^  and  ye  visited  me  not." 
12* 
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LIFE    MEMBERS. 

Boston. 

Francis  Parkman, 

$30 

Henry  Wright, 

$30 

John  Tappan, 

$30 

Robert  G.  Shaw, 

30 

Williamstown. 

Henry  Homes, 

30 

Thomas  Wigglesworth,  30 

Edward  D.  Griffin, 

50 

George  J.  Homer, 

30 

Charles  R.  Codman, 

30 

Pittsfield. 
Edward  A.  Newton, 
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30 

George  C.  Shattuck, 

30 

30 

John  C.  Warren, 

30 

Patrick  T.  Jackson, 

30 
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30 
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30 
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30 
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50 
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30 
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30 
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30 

Richard  Varick, 

30 
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30 
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30 

William  W.  Woolsey, 

30 
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30 

Charles  Lowell, 

30 

Arthur  Tappan, 

30 

Thomas  L.  Winthrop, 

30 

Jlndover. 

Fisher  How, 

30 

Catharine  Codman, 

30 

Ebenezer  Porter, 

30 

William  Chambers, 

30 

Israel  Munson, 

30 

Leonard  Woods, 

30 

Peterhoro\  JV.  F. 

Thomas  Vose, 

30 

Dorchester,  Mass. 

Gerrit  Smith, 

30 

Amos  Lawrence, 

30 

John  Codman, 

30 

Utica. 

Abbot  Lawrence, 

30 

JYewburyport. 

Samuel  Stocking, 

30 

Charles  Jackson, 

30 
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30 

Abm.  Varick, 

30 
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30 
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30 
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ANNUAL    SUBSCRIBERS. 


Boston. 

Josiah  Bumstead,  $10 

Josiah  F.  Bumstead,  10 

Samuel  Train,  10 

Edmund  Munroc,  10 

Lewis  Tappan,  5 

Edward  Reynolds,  5 

James  Means,  5 

Benjamin  Guild,  5 
John  Tappan,  (for  5  yrs.)  5 

John  Jeffries,  5 

Josiah  F.  Flag?,  5 

Asa  Ward,  2 

T.  R.  Marvin,  2 

Charles  Cleveland,  2 

Jeremiah  Evarts  2 

Rufus  Anderson,  2 

Moses  Grant,  2 

Otis  Daniell,  2 

James  Mellcdge,  2 

Isaac  Mansfield,  2 

James  Clap,  2 

Stephen  Sewall,  2 

John  Gulliver,  2 

Reuben  Vose,  2 

James  Loring,  2 

James  D.  Kjiowles,  2 

Ensign  Lincoln  2 

Osmyn  Brewster,  2 

Abner  Phelps,  2 

Henry  Edwards,  2 

Andrew  Bradshaw,  2 

Abiel  Chandler,  2 

Hardy  Ropes,  2 

Levi  Bartlett,  2 

David  Francis,  2 


Peter  O.  Thacher, 
John  Benson 
John  Sullivan, 
Jonathan  Carleton, 
Charles  Waterman, 
Hazen  Morse, 
John  Williams, 
Charles  Scudder, 
Harrison  Gray, 
James  Howe, 
Amasa  C.  Parke, 
Daniel  Cummings, 
Thomas  A.  Davis, 
Samuel  Gilbert, 
Z.  B.  Adams, 
Jeffrey  Richardson, 
Stephen  Fairbanks, 
Joshua  P.  Blanchard, 
Charles  Stoddard, 
William  T.  Eustis, 
George  Odiorne, 
Elias  Maynard, 
Frederic  T.  Gray, 
Lemuel  P.  Grosvenor, 
Jno.  Baker, 
Charles  Tappan, 
Stephen  Fessenden, 
Daniel  Noyes, 
Samuel  Perkins, 
Heman  Lincoln, 
Barnabas  T.  Loring, 
Enoch  Hale, 
Ward  Jackson, 
Asa  Rand, 

William  J.  Hubbard, 
G.  V.  H.  Forbes, 


Jacob  Bancroft,  $2 

George  Rogers,  2 

Edward  Wigglesworth,  2 

Eliphalet  Kimball,  2 

William  Adams,  2 

Hodges  Reed,  2 

John  S.  Fuller,  2 

Ephraim  Dana  2 

Charles  Willey,  2 

Charles  Atwood,  2 

Simeon  Palmer,  2 

Chester  Adams,  2 

William  R.  Lovejoy,  2 

William  Blasland,  2 

Springfield. 

George  Bliss,  Esq.  2 

JVe^cburyport. 

Joseph  S.  Pike,  2 

John  S.  Pearson,  2 

Portland,  Me. 

John  Howe,  2 

William  Hyde,  2 

Nathaniel  Cross,  2 

Henry  Smith,  2 

William  Oxnard,  2 

Joseph  Owen,  2 

WiUiam  C.  Mitchell,  2 

Providence.  R.  I. 

Francis  Way  land,  Jr.  2 

ffeio  York  City. 

Peter  Lorillard,  2 

John  Pintard,  2 

Gerard  Hallock,  2 

South  Carolina. 
Herman  Blodget,  (paid 

5  years,)  2 


Boston. 

A  Friend,  $70  00 

Nathaniel  Willis,  25  00 

Henry  Homes,  20  00 

A  Friend,  20  00 

Samuel  Hubbard,  20  00 

Isaac  McLellan,  15  00 

Joseph  Jenkins,  10  00 
Sam'l  T.  Armstrong,  10  00 

Mrs.  Salisbury,  10  00 

A  Friend,  10  00 

Henry  Gray,  10  00 

Tobias  Lord,  10  00 

Lot  Wheelwright,  10  00 

John  B.  Jones,  10  00 

Ebenezer  Parker,  10  00 

Henry  Rice,  10  00 

Amos  Binney,  10  00 

George  J.  Homer,  10  00 

Samuel  Lawrence,  5  00 

George  Dennie,  5  00 

Samuel  May,  5  00 

William  Brown,  5  00 

A  Friend,  5  00 


DONATIONS. 

William  Bond, 
A  Friend, 
Joseph  Hall, 
Isaac  Danforth, 
John  C.  Proctor, 
A  Friend, 
Stephen  Badlam, 
A  Friend, 
A  Friend, 
Casli, 
A  Friend, 
Cash, 

Edward  Beecher, 
Jindover. 
Samuel  Farrar, 

Stockbridge. 
H.  W.  Dwigh;, 

Kewhuryport. 
John  Pettingell, 

Portland,  Me. 
A  Friend, 
Charles  Blanchard, 
David  Dana, 
John  Coe, 


$5  00 
5  00 

5  00 

5  00 

5  00 

5  00 

5  00 

3  00 

2  00 

2  00 

2  00 

2  00 

2  00 

10  00 

5  00 

5  00 

10  00 

5  00 

5  00 

5  00 

R.  Mitchell, 
Cram  &.  Cahoone, 

C.  E.  B. 

Cash, 
A  Friend, 
Royal  Lincoln, 
James  Huse, 
John  Bartels, 
A  Friend, 
W.  Wood, 
A  Friend, 
E.  Hayes, 
E.  Farley, 

D.  Griffith, 
Cash, 
A.  Cumminff, 

New  \oTk  City. 

Richard  Varick, 

Cash  received  in^ 
School-room  No.' 
1,  besides  Sub.  of^ 
R  L.  Swan,  J 

Frederic  Sheldon, 

James  Milnor, 


$5  00 
5  00 
5  00 
500 
3  00 

2  00 

3  00 
3  00 
2  00 
200 
2  00 
1  00 
1  00 
1  00 
1  00 
1  00 

30  00 

18  00 

10  00 
10  00 
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F.  Olmstead, 
George  Newbold 
"William  Chester, 
John  W.  Leavitt, 
Erastus  Ellsworth, 
Joel  Post, 
B.  S.  Swan, 
J.  Cram, 
W.  Torrey, 
J.  F.  Bliss, 
Isaac  Collins, 
James  Kent, 
John  Griscom, 
E.  White, 
H.  Andrews, 
R.  C.  Cornell, 
J.  Nitchie, 
Wm.  A.  Tomlinson, 
JVederic  T.  Peet, 
Peter  A.  Jay, 
L.  Holbrook, 
William  Green,  Jr. 
Abijah  Fisher, 
Thomas  Cook, 
Charles  Starr, 
R.  T.  Haines, 

Cash, 

R.  O.  Dwiffht, 

R.  J.  HutiHiinson, 

H.  P.  Robertson, 

J.  Chandler, 

J.  R.  Kurd, 

George  M.  Tracy, 

John  Smith, 

Cash, 

William  Wenterton 

A.  Maclay, 

Cyrus  Mason, 

Eleazer  Lord, 

George  Gallagher, 

S.  Cox, 

R.  J.  Seward, 

H.  D.  Sedgwick, 

T.  Dwight, 

J.  Piatt, 

William  Patton, 

Auslin  Dickenson, 

Absalom  Peters, 

John  C   Brigham, 

R.  M.  Blatchford, 

D.  M.  Moore, 


$10  00 
10  00 
10  00 
10  00 
10  00 
10  00 
10  00 
5  00 
5  00 
5  00 
5  00 
5  00 
5  00 
5  00 
5  00 
5  00 
5  00 
5  00 
5  00 
5  00 
5  00 
5  00 
5  00 
5  00 
5  00 
5  00 
4  00 
3  00 
3  00 
3  00 
3  00 
3  00 
3  00 
2  00 
2  00 
2  00 
2  00 
2  00 
2  00 
2  00 
2  00 
2  00 
2  00 
2  00 
2  00 
2  00 
2  00 
2  00 
2  00 
2  Of 
2  00 


H.  Averill, 
Calvin  W.  How, 

A.  P.  Halsey, 
W.  Moraw, 

D.  Fanshaw, 
Cash, 

Theodore  Clark, 
W.  Targe, 
Ebenezer  T.  White, 
Cash, 

H.  G.  UfFord, 
Stephen  Shepard, 
Samuel  Cary, 

E.  B.  Sackett, 

B.  S.  Hendric, 
E.  Brudhommere, 
Cash, 
Cash, 

George  Smith, 
Samuel  L.  Kennedy, 
William  Kenworthy, 
W.  D.  C. 
A  Friend, 
Cash, 

S.  Richards, 
Joseph  Moore, 
A.  Wade, 
Cash.     A  Friend, 
Samuel  Sowden, 
Cash, 
K.  S. 
J.  C. 

Enos  Price, 
H.  Page, 
James  Ross, 
John  WoodrufFe, 
Donation, 

Brooklyn,  JV.  3 
I.  Sands, 

A.  Van  Sinderen, 
H.  B.  Pierpont, 
Z.  Lewis, 
N.  Sanford, 
A.  Graham, 
Charles  Daughty, 
S.  Butler, 
Cash, 

F.  C.  Tucker, 
P.  W.  RadclifF, 
A.  S.  Marvin, 
E.  V.  Howland, 


$2  00 
2  00 
2  00 
2  00 
2  00 
2  00 
2  00 
1  50 
1  00 
1  00 
1  00 
1  00 
1  00 
1  00 
1  00 
1  00 
1  00 
1  00 
1  00 
1  00 


1  00 

1  00 

1  00 

1  00 

50 

50 

50 

50 

50 

25 

1  00 

1  00 

1  00 

50 

50 

25 

25 

3  00 
3  00 
3  00 
3  00 
1  00 
1  00 
1  00 
1  00 
1  00 
I  00 
1  00 
1  00 
1  00 


A.  Spooner,  $1  00 

-  Clark,  1  00 

-  Innis,  1  00 
Jno.  Daughty,  50 
Jno.  Moor,  50 
Cash,  50 
Cash,  for  Report,  37 

Eliza bethtown,  JV.  J. 
S.  P.  Briton,  2  00 

James  Cram,  2  00 

Smith  Pyne,  2  00 

E.  K.  2  00 

John  McDowell,  1  00 

O.  S.  Halsted,  1  00 

David  Magie,  1  00 

Newark^  JV.  J. 
Goble  <fe  Thomas,      10  00 
The.  Freelingheysen,  8  00 
C.  H.  Shipman,  5  00 

George  Nelson,  5  00 

Cash,  5  00 

John  Taylor,  5  00 

James  Berean,  5  00 

Alexander  M.  Taylor,  5  00 


Aaron  Beach, 

Silas  Condit, 

Robert  Mansfield, 

Isaac  Nichols, 

Cash, 

Philo  Sanford, 

Isaac  Baldwin, 

D.  Smith, 

Ellison  Conger, 

SaUiUel  Baldwin, 

James  Vanderpool, 

David  Nichols, 

Charles  T.  Shipman, 

Asa  Whitehead, 

Jos.  C.  Ilornblower, 

C.  T.  Day, 

Jno.  H.  Stephens, 

S.  H.  Pierson, 

R  M.  C. 

G.  Crane, 

J.  G.  Goble, 

C.  I.  Graham, 

Arciier  Gifford, 

William  Tuttle, 

Cash, 

David  T.  Hays, 


3  00 
3  00 
3  00 
3  00 
3  00 
3  00 
3  00 
2  00 
2  00 
2  00 
2  00 
2  00 
2  00 
2  00 


00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

00 

1  00 

1  00 

1  00 

1  00 


Cash  from  Josiah  Stebbens, 
being  the  sum  appropriated 
by  the  Legislature  of  the 
State  of  Maine,  for  300  co- 
pies of  the  first  annual  re- 
port of  the  society, 


CO  00 


State  of  Massachusetts  for  500 
copies  of  the  first  report. 

Cash  received  from  the  Legis- 
lature of  New  York,  for  2')0  \  ^^  qq 
copies   of   the    first   annual 
report, 
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APPENDIX. 


SUBJECTS    OF    INQUIRY    CONCERNING    PRISONS. 

1.  Situation.  Is  it  near  a  town,  river,  or  other  buildings  ?  What  is  the 
height,  length,  &c.  of  the  wall  ?  What  is  the  expense,  design,  number,  of 
the  Prison  Buildings  ;  and  when  were  they  erected  ? 

2.  Interior  of  the  Yard.  Is  it  dry,  paved,  watered  and  drained?  Are 
the  walls  whitewashed  ?  privies  and  drains  cleansed  ? 

3.  Day  Rooms.  What  is  the  size,  number,  mode  of  airing,  lighting, 
warming,  cleansing,  furnishing,  fastening  ? 

4.  JVight  Cells.  What  is  the  size,  number,  mode  of  airing,  lighting, 
warming,  cleansing,  furnishing,  fastening  ? 

5.  Hospital.  What  is  the  salary  and  duty  of  the  Physician,  and  how  is 
he  supplied  with  medicine  ?  What  is  the  character  and  compensation  of 
the  nurse  ?  What  is  the  number  of  deaths  ;  and  of  what  diseases  ? 

6.  Officers.  Inspectors — their  number,  duty,  mode  of  appointment,  and 
compensation  ?  Keeper — his  name,  residence,  former  occupation,  charac- 
ter, duties,  compensation,  time  of  holding  his  ofRce  ?  Turnkeys — their 
number,  duty,  salary  ? 

7.  Prisoners.  Their  number,  age,  colour,  sex,  nativity,  oriine,  sentence, 
frequency  of  conviction  ? 

8.  Admission  of  Prisoners.  As  to  cleanliness,  clothing,  fees  and  gar- 
nish ? 

9.  Admission  of  Prisqners^  Friends.  Who  are  admitted,  at  what  hours, 
and  under  what,  circumstances  ? 

10.  Admission  of  Visitors.     On  what  condition,  and  by  whom  attended  ? 

11.  Moral  Treatment.     Classification,  instruction,  rnd  employment? 

12.  Punishments.  By  solitary  confinement,  chains,  stripes,,  or  all  of 
them  ? 

13.  Religious  Instruction.  Of  the  chapel — its  size  and  regulations  ?  Of 
the  chaplain — his  character,  residence,  duties,  and  compensation?  Of  the 
bible — number,  mode  of  distribution ;  eff'ects,  whether  good  or  bad  ;  pe- 
rused or  neglected  ;  preserved  or  destroyed  ? 

14.  Exercise.     When,  where,  and  under  what  circumstances? 

15.  Food.     Its  quantity,  quality,  mode  and  time  of  distribution  ? 

16.  Clothing.  How  much,  by  whom  supplied,  how  often  changed  and 
cleansed  ? 

17.  Cleanliness.  Is  it  daily  ?  Are  soap  and  towels  furnished  ?  Can  the 
prison  dress  be  washed?  How  often  do  they  shave  and  cut  their  hair  ?  Is 
there  a  bath,  and  how  often  is  it  used  ? 

18.  Discharge  of  the  Prisoners.  At  what  time  in  the  day  ?  With  what 
means  of  providing  for  themselves  ?  With  clothing  or  money  ? 

19.  Vices  of  Prisoners.  What  are  they?  Any  drunkenness,  gambling, 
profane  swearing,  fighting,  combinations  against  society,  insurrections, 
false  keys,  weapons  of  death  ?  Any  rum,  cards,  instruments  of  mischief, 
newspapers,  plates  to  make  counterfeit  bills,  or  dies  and  presses  to  alter 
them  ?  Any  counterfeit  coin  and  moulds  ?  Any  good  or  bad  money  ?  Any 
cases  of  punishment  for  unnatural  crime  ?  How  are  these  things  done 
without  discovery  ?  How  are  prohibited  articles  obtained  ?  Where  are 
they  concealed  ?  What  is  the  effect  of  the  system  on  the  character  ? 
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FOOD    OF    PRISONERS. 

In  JVew  Hampshire— H  ounces  of  beef  salted,  1  1-4  lbs.  of  rye  and 
Indian  bread,  and  a  sufficient  quantity  of  potatoes,  and  porridge  made  of 
beans  or  peas,  for  supper.  This  is  the  daily  food  without  variation.  It  is 
simple  and  cheap,  and  has  proved  very  healthy. 

In  Vermont  there  is  no  ration.  The  prisoners  are  allowed  to  eat  as 
much  wholesome  food  as  they  w;ant. 

In  Massachusetts,  the  breakfast  and  supper  is  three  gills  of  Indian  meal 
made  into  mush  ;  or  half  a  pound  of  coarse  bread,  and  half  a  gill  of  mo- 
lasses or  two  gills  of  milk.  Dinner,  Tuesday,  Thursday,  Saturday  and 
Sabbath,  14  oz.  of  coarse  meat  made  into  soup,  half  a  pint  of  potatoes,  and 
half  a  pound  of  coarse  bread.  Dinner  on  Wednesday,  half  a  pound  of 
coarse  bread,  half  a  pint  of  peas  or  beans,  and  half  a  pound  of  salted  pork. 
Dinner  on  Monday  and  Friday,  half  a  pound  of  salted  fish,  with  one  ounce 
of  butter  or  lard,  and  half  a  pound  of  coarse  bread,  and  a  pint  of  potatoes. 
The  drink  of  the  prisoners  is  water  and  small  beer.  The  Warden  is 
allowed  to  vary  the  breakfast  and  supper  on  the  Sabbath. 

/n  Connecticut^  the  ration  is  3-4  lb.  of  pork  or  1  lb.  of  beef^  1  lb.  of 
bread,  2  1-2  lbs.  of  potatoes  or  3  gills  of  peas  or  beans,  and  1  pint  of 
cider. 

In  N'ew  York  city,  the  ration  is  1  lb.  of  coarse  fresh  beef  five  times  a 
week,  1  lb.  of  rye  flour  per  day,  of  the  best  quality,  1-2  lb.  of  mess  pork 
once  a  week,  1-2  lb.  of  salted  fish  once  a  week,  and  3  pecks  of  potatoes  to 
100  rations.     Besides  these,  there  are  several  other  small  articles. 

At  Auburn,  the  ration  is  8  oz.  of  pork  or  12  oz.  of  salt  beef,  10  oz.  of 
rye  flour,  6  oz.  of  Indian  meal,  1-2  a  gill  of  molasses,  and  for  every  100 
rations  2  quarts  of  peas,  1-2  lb.  of  pepper,  2  1-2  bushels  of  potatoes,  1 
quart  of  vinegar,  4  quarts  of  salt ;  pork  and  salt  beef  furnished  alternately 
each  three  days,  and  fresh  beef  once  a  week. 

In  J\tew  Jersey — 1  lb.  of  bread,  1  gill  of  molasses,  1-2  lb.  of  beef,  per 
day.  This  is  cooked  in  common,  with  1-2  bushel  of  potatoes,  and  a  suffi- 
cient quantity  of  cabbage  to  make  a  good  soup.  The  prisoners  have  also 
on  the  Sabbath  a  herring  for  dinner  ;  and  every  evening  a  bowl  of  mush. 
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NUMBER    OF    CONVICTS,    EACH    YEAR,    TO    SEVERAL    PENITENTIARIES. 


YEARS. 

i 
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1-1 
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'S 
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'3 
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1794 

92 

1795 

116 

1796 

145 

1797 

121 

114 

1798 

144 

122 

1799 

121 

145 

1800 

150 

106 

21 

1801 

157 

151 

33 

1802 

191 

106 

44 

1803 

155 

121 

55 

1804 

146 

140 

41 

1805 

34 

190 

124 

50 

1806 

42 

199 

182 

40 

1807 

50 

190 

149 

54 

1808 

84 

176 

194 

37 

1809 

38 

94 

174 

206 

40 

1810 

21 

86 

171 

236 

25 

1811 

31 

72 

171 

304 

34 

1812 

11 

23 

74 

196 

239 

49 

1813 

13 

18 

110 

198 

252 

52 

1814 

14 

19 

*66 

213 

222 

34 

1815 

32 

40 

96 

295 

378 

44 

1816 

29 

54 

130 

436 

433 

68 

1817 

26 

32 

159 

307 

287 

71 

1818 

17 

30 

165 

232 

301 

49 

1819 

18 

47 

95 

184 

353 

68 

1820 

23 

47 

71 

231 

245 

92 

1821 

16 

30 

84 

202 

303 

73 

1822 

26 

29 

91 

175 

272 

1823 

19 

29 

107 

164 

266 

1824 

14 

36 

86 

287 

1825 

96 

1826 

1  81 

186 

From  January  1  to  September  30. 
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CRIMES    OF   PRISONERS    IN    DIFFERENT    PENITENTIARIES. 


CRIMES. 
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Store  Breaking  and  Theft  . 
Counterfeit  Money       .     .     . 

Burglary 

Assault  for  Rape  .... 
Assault  to  Murder  .... 

Arson 

Forgery 

Robbery 

Robbing  Bank 

Adultery 

Polygamy 

Rape 

Aiding  Villains       .... 

Manslaughter 

Breaking  Jail 

Highway  Robbery       .     .     . 

Murder 

Perjury 

Assault 

Horse  Stealing 

Misdemeanor 

Open  Lewdness  .... 
Keeping  Bad  House    .     .     . 

Conspiracy 

Murder,  second  Degree    .     . 

Assault  to  rob 

Assisting  Prisoners  to  escape 
Concealing  Death  of  Bastards 
Passing  Forged  Note  .     .     . 

Felony 

Counterfeit  Coin     .... 

Stealing  Negroes  .... 
Petit  Larceny,  second  offence 

Swindling 

Stabbing 

Sodomy 

Attempt  to  poison  .... 


192 

24 

3 


203 

51 

21 

5 

4 

4 

14 


222 

26 
16 
7 
6 
5 
11 
3 
1 


169 

43 

14 

10 

4 

9 


446 
119 
53 
26 
23 
19 


38  119 


12 

18 

20 
40 

6 
50 


216 
15 
16 
1 
4 
3 
2 
3 

1 
1 

3 
2 


60 


47 

19 

8 
3 


N.  B.  The  first  number,  in  the  column  under  the  head  Vermont,  includes  those  condemned 
for  stealing  horses  ;  the  first  number  under  the  head  New  York,  includes  onJy  those  condemned 
for  Grand  Larceny  ;  the  five  first  and  last  columns  show  the  whole  number  in  Prison >  the  other 
columns  only  those  condemned  during  the  year. 
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NATIVITY    OF    PRISONERS    IN    DIFFERENT     PENITENTIARIES. 


PLACES. 
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Maine, 

New  Hampshire, 

Vermont, 

Massachusetts, 

Rhode  Island, 

Connecticut, 

New  York, 

New  Jersey, 

Pennsylvania, 

Delaware, 

Maryland, 

District  of  Columbia,       .     .     . 

Virginia, 

North  Carolina, 

South  Carolina, 

Georgia, 

Tennessee, 

Kentucky, 

States  not  specified,  .... 
Other  States  or  Countries    .     . 

West  Indies 

England, 

Ireland, . 

Scotland, 

Holland, 

Germany, 

France, 

Sweden, 

Portugal, 

Italy, 

Russia, 

Nova  Scotia, 

Canada,        

Canada  and  Foreign  Countries, 
Cape  of  Good  Hope  .... 
Cape  de  Verds, 


4 

105 

151 

8 

96 

10 

15 

78 

41 
4 

29 
9 

1 
1 

53 

55 

39 

55 

137 
11 
13 

3 

3 

1 
1 

2 

4 
2 

8 
1 

74 

3 

1 

26 

14 

239 
3 

62 

67 

13 

17 

1 

2 

17 

38 

4 

5 

8 

2 

1 

6 

4 

4 

1 

2 

1 

2 

1 

4 

1 

2 

2 

76 

16 

1 
1 
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ANNUAL    EXPENSE    OF    SEVERAL    PENITENTIARIES. 


147 


si 
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^ 
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^ 

IB 

M 
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^ 

YEARS 

OP 

(S 

d 

«} 

a 

^ 

en 

Con 

^ 

1791 

$4,082  27 

1792 

1,551  82 

1793 

1,742  94 

1794 

1,820  00 

1795 

• 

2,857  34 

1796 

1,553  34 

1797 

2,733  34 

$3,316  25 

1798 

3,748  59 

6,500  00 

1799 

4,263  07 

18,222  30 

1800 

2,957  96 

8,000  00 

1801 

4,327  00 

12,000  00 

1802 

1,310  50 

3,646  00 

1803 

6,070  81 

21,953  18 

1804 

4,372  00 

12,000  00 

1805 

6,056  75 

16,925  00 

1806 

8,634  50 

135  54 

1807 

3,636  63 

23,100  00 

1808 

5,530  00 

15,000  00 

1809 

5,888  84 

30,000  00 

1810 

7,929  57 

20,000  00 

1811 

4,986  85 

10,000  00 

1812 

6,155  99 

30,000  00 

1813 

6,157  55 

14,500  00 

1814 

4,791  52 

15,000  00 

1815 

$10,094  lit 

7,244  70 

20,000  00 

1816 

13,085  Slf 

9,673  55 

20,000  00 

1817 

11,853  28 

12,679  51 

30,000  00 

1818 

8,479  981 

12,494  27 

35,000  00 

1819 

$4235  61 

5,372  72 

11,403  73 

30,689  70 

1820 

454  55* 

6,758  31 

9,704  11 

15,000  00 

1821 

567  11* 

5,706  31 

6,000  00 

12,000  00 

1822 

1192  50* 

11,271  61 

5,263  65 

10,000  00 

1823 

1263  82* 

5,706  31 

5,500  00 

5,000  00 

1824 

2799  61* 

1,212  78- 

- 

8,002  80 

1825 

6340  57* 

10,051  37- 

• 

7,284  90 

1826 

9,719  IT 

: 

6,301  08 

*  Gain  to  the  State,  tlie  Warden's  salary  not  included. 
t  Salary  of  the  Directors  not  included. 
t  Gain  to  the  State. 
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PRISON   DISCIPLINE   SOCIETY. 
VARIETY   OP   CURIOUS   EMPLOYMENTS. 


EMPLOYMENTS. 


Stone  Shop, 

Smiths,  ..,..,... 

Coopers, 

Shoemakers  and  Cobblers,      .     . 

Weavers, 

Tailors, 

Painters, 

Lumpers,    .     . 

Gunsmiths, 

Saddlers, 

Making  Joiners'  Tools,       .     .     . 

Carpenters, 

Whitesmiths, 

Nailmakers, 

Carver, 

Spinners, 

Basketmakers, 

Cooks, 

Other  Employments,      .     .     .     . 

Hospital, 

Washers  and  Waiters,   .     .     .     . 

Barbers, 

Whipmakers, 

Brass  Founders, 

Oakum  Pickers,  infirm  and  aged. 

Tinner, 

Harnessmakers, 

Brushmakers, 

Filer, 

Rope  and  Thread  Spinners,    .     . 
In  tlie  Cells, 


S5 

£ 

„ 

<; 

1  • 

cS 

i 

50 

121 

6 

7 

30 

9 

14 

12 

2 

6 

10 

86 

1 

9 

24 

60 

10 

1 

8 

110 

2 

1 

10 

36 

4 

1 

6 

27 

4 

3 

10 

7 

10 

2 

2 

16 

1 

2 
2 

8 

3 

18 

3 

11 
8 
2 
3 
9 

27 

11 

5 

4 

5 
13 

22 
20 
41 
14 
13 
1 


13 
11 


3 

15 


I 
5 
3 
1 
14 
9 


In  Vermont,  the  men  are  mostly  employed  in  weaving. 
In  Pennsylvania,  at  a  great  variety  of  trades. 

In  Maryland,  mostly  in  weaving,  though  there  are  a  few  hatters,  combroakers,  stone  cutters 
shoemakers,  &;c.  &c. 

There  have  been  a  considerable  number  of  trades  at  different  times,  not  epecifiod  above. 
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ANNUAL    MEETING. 


The  meeting  for  business  was  held  May  30,  at  the  Vestry  in  Hanover 
Church,  Boston,  at  3  o'clock,  P.  M. 

The  Rev.  WILLIAM  JENKS,  D.  D., 

one  of  the  Vice-Presidents,  took  the  chair.  After  opening  the  meeting 
with  prayer,  the  Treasurer's  Report,  together  with  the  certificate  of  its 
correctness  by  the  Auditors,  was  read  and  accepted.  The  Treasurer  pre- 
sented his  resignation,  which  was  accepted,  and  a  vote  of  thanks  passed 
for  his  faithful  services  from  the  formation  of  the  Society.  The  Officers 
were  then  elected,  and  the  Society  adjourned  to  meet  in  the  Church,  at 
4  o'clock,  and  hear  the  Report  of  the  Managers,  and  addresses. 

At  4  o'clock,  the  Society  met  according  to  adjournment.  The  Rev.  Dr. 
Jenks  took  the  chair,  and  the  Rev.  Asa  Rand  addressed  the  throne  of 
grace.     The  Secretary  read  extracts  from  the  Report. 

The  Rev.  Dr.  Rice,  of  Virginia,  offered  the  following  resolution,  which 
he  supported  by  an  address — Resolved,  That  the  Report  which  has  been 
read,  be  accepted,  and  referred  to  the  Managers  to  be  printed.  This  res- 
olution was  seconded  in  an  address  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Foote,  of  Brookfield, 

Mass. 

Mr.  G.  V.  H.  Forbes  offered  the  second  resolution,  which  he  sustained 
by  an  addi*ess — Resolved,  That  the  objects  of  the  Prison  Discipline  Society 
merit  the  more  extended  and  favorable  regard  of  the  Church  of  Christ. 
Rev.  Mr.  Vaill,  of  Brimfield,  seconded  the  resolution. 

The  Rev.  Mr.  Allen,  of  Glastenbuiy,  Conn,  and  Mr.  Artemas  Bul- 
liARD,  Agent  of  the  Massachusetts  Sabbath  School  Union,  made  interest- 
ing statements  respecting  the  moral  and  rehgious  condition  of  the  prison- 
ers at  Wethersfield,  Ct.  with  which  they  had  been  made  acquainted  on 
visiting  the  Prison. 

The  Rev.  Joy  H.  Fairchild,  of  South  Boston,  offered  the  following 
resolution,  and  made  an  address — Resolved,  That  the  success  which  has 
attended  the  efforts  of  this  Society,  is  consolatory  evidence  of  the  favor 
with  which  it  is  regarded  by  the  Savior  of  the  world,  and  demands  our 
fervent  gratitude  to  him,  who  "  was  sent  to  proclaim  liberty  to  the  captives, 
and  the  opening  of  the  Prison  to  them  that  are  bound."  This  resolution 
was  seconded  by  the  Rev.  Asa  Rand. 
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The  Managers  of  the  Prison  Discipline  Society  acknowl- 
edge with  gratitude  the  kindness  of  God.  Not  one  of  its  officers,  and 
only  two,  among  nearly  four  hundred  of  its  friends  and  benefactors, 
have  died  during  the  last  year.  Life  has  been  remarkably  preserved, 
also,  in  several  institutions  which  this  Society  presents  as  models  for 
imitation.  In  the  Houses  of  Refuge  for  Juvenile  Delinquents,  in 
Boston  and  New  York,  among  more  than  two  hundred  and  fifty  in- 
mates, not  one  has  died.  And  in  the  Penitentiaries  at  Auburn,  Sing 
Sing,  and  Wethersfield,  the  bill  of  mortality  affords  singular  evidence 
of  the  connexion,  which  God  has  instituted,  between  cleanliness,  in- 
dustry, temperance,  and  a  salutary  restraint  upon  the  passions,  with 
health  and  life.  In  these  institutions,  occupied,  at  the  present  time, 
by  more  than  one  thousand  convicts,  the  deaths  have  not  exceeded 
one  to  fif:y  :  while  in  some  other  Prisons,  in  consequence  of  filth, 
sloth,  and  licentiousness,  the  deaths  have  exceeded  one  to  eighteen, 
and  in  others  one  to  twelve.  We  acknowledge  with  dread  these 
frowns  of  a  holy  Providence,  by  death,  on  Prisons  of  a  bad  character, 
and  praise  the  Lord  for  his  mercies  to  those  which  are  pure  and  of 
good  report.  If,  therefore,  in  regard  to  those  improvements,  which 
have  already  been  made,  in  the  condition  of  the  lowest  and  most  hope- 
less part  of  the  human  family,  we  already  see,  that  the  ravages  of  death 
may  be  stayed  by  a  little  benevolent  attention,  what  cannot  be  accom- 
plished for  all  the  lower  classes  of  society,  by  the  patient,  laborious 
and  united  exertions  of  all  the  friends  of  God  in  this  age  of  combined 
and  powerful  action.  We  are  constrained  to  praise  the  Lord  for  his 
goodness,  in  consequence  of  what  we  have  seen  of  his  mercies  to  the 
poor  and  wretched,  while  his  people  are  only  beginning  to  consider 
their  condition  :  and  we  would  receive  encouragement  from  these  acts 
of  his  providence,  as  well  as  from  the  declaration  of  his  word,  "  Bless- 
ed is  he  that  considereth  the  poor."  In  grateful  praise  and  deep 
humility,  we  offer  this  tribute  of  gratitude  to  the  Lord,  and  consecrate 
ourselves  renewedly  to  his  service,  in  that  department  of  benevolent 
exertion  which  this  Society  was  formed  to  occupy. 

The  constitution  provides  in  the  second  article,  that  "  it  shall  be 
the  object  of  this  Society  to  promote  the  improvement  of  Prisons." 
To  show  in  part  what  has  been  done,  and  what  remains  to  be  done. 
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for  the  accomplishment  of  this  object,  the  Managers  present,  under  the 
following  arrangement,  their  Third  Annual  Report. 

What  has  been  done  to  prevent  evil  communication  in  Prisons  ? 

Wliat  has  been  done  to  provide  for,  and  communicate  proper  in- 
struction  1 

"What  has  been  done  to  diminish  the  current  expenses  of  Prisons  ? 

What  other  good  effects  have  resulted  from  the  system  of  prison  dis- 
cipline recommended  and  partially  introduced? 

What  important  Prisons  in  this  country  remain  unimproved? 

What  is  the  history  of  the  troubles  in  the  Prison  at  Charlestown, 
during  the  last  winter  ? 

What  are  the  future  prospects  of  the  new  Prison  in  Philadelphia  1 

What  misapprehensions  exist  in  Europe  concerning  prison  discipline 
in  America  1 

What  are  the  great  points  of  difference  and  coincidence,  in  Europe 
and  America,  in  regard  to  prison  discipline  7 

What  is  done  in  foreign  countries,  in  this  department  of  benevolent 
exertion  1 

What  valuable  documents  on  this  subject  have  been  published  in 
America  during  the  last  year  1 

What  funds  have  been  collected,  and  how  have  they  been  appropri- 
ated, by  the  Prison  Discipline  Society  ? 

What  has  been  done  to  prevent  evil  communication  in 
Prisons  ? 

For  the  accomplishment  of  this  object,  important  improvements  have 
been  made  in  the  construction  of  Prisons.  To  show  how  important 
these  improvements  are,  the  following  fact  may  be  stated  :  When  the 
operations  of  this  Society  commenced,  about  two  thousand  three  hun- 
dred and  twenty-four  convicts,  in  nine  of  the  principal  Prisons  in  this 
country,  were  lodged,  at  night,  in  about  two  hundred  and  fifteen 
rooms  ;  i.  e.  on  an  average  more  than  ten  in  a  room.  In  these  night 
rooms  were  taught  the  arts  of  picking  pockets  and  picking  locks  ;  of 
burning  houses  and  breaking  stores  ;  of  making  or  procuring  and  cir- 
culating counterfeit  notes  and  coin ;  of  horse  stealing,  highway  robbery 
and  murder.  In  one  word,  without  proceeding  further  in  the  detail, 
*'  every  right  principle  was  eradicated,  and  every  base  one  instilled." 
If  any  persons  are  desirous  to  know  more  on  this  subject,  we  refer 
them  to  the  First  and  Second  Reports  of  this  Society,  which  contain 
the  facts  of  which  we  are  possessed,  so  far  as  it  has  been  deemed  expe- 
dient to  publish  them. — How  far  the  remedy  has  been  applied  for  so 
great  an  evil  we  proceed  to  show  : 

In  the  Maine  Prison,  we  learn  from  Dr.  Rose,  the  keeper,  that 
authority  has  been  granted,  by  the  Legislature,  to  increase  the  number 
of  cells  till  they  shall  be  sufficient  for  the  separate  confinement  of  any 
probable  number  of  convicts.  These  cells  are  in  the  form  of  pits,  en- 
tered with  a  small  ladder,  which  is  removed  after  the  convict  has  de- 
scended, through  a  grated  iron  door  firom  the  top.     The  area  over  the 
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cells  is  so  connected  with  the  guard-room,  as  to  admit  of  sufficient 
control,  after  the  men  are  confined  at  night,  by  proper  vigilance  on 
the  part  of  the  watchmen.  When  these  cells  are  sufficiently  increased 
in  number  to  separate  the  convicts,  which  we  understand  will  be  done 
during  the  present  season,  it  will  be  the  fault  of  the  keepers,  if  evil 
communication  is  not  prevented  at  night.  Till  this  is  done,  the  con- 
taminating vices  of  Prisons  will  be  communicated  at  night  in  the  Prison 
of  Maine. 

In  New  Hampshire  and  Vermont,  no  provision  has  been  made  for 
solitary  confinement  at  night,  and,  therefore,  not  only  the  convicts,  but 
the  unsuspecting  citizens  must  suffer  the  consequences,  which  will  be 
sufficiently  deprecated  by  those  who  suffer  under  them  ;  though  they 
may  not  trace  the  connexion  between  the  evil  and  the  destructive  com- 
munication in  the  night  rooms  of  their  State  Prison. 

In  Massachusetts,  the  new  Prison,  for  which  provision  ^yas  promptly 
made  by  the  Legislature,  on  recommendation  of  the  Governor,  more 
than  two  years  since,  is  now  building  within  the  yard  of  the  Prison  at 
Charlestown,  and  about  150  cells  of  the  three  hundred,  which  it  will 
contain,  are  completed.  Considerable  progress  has  been  made  in  the 
building,  during  the  last  two  months,  which  encourages  the  expecta- 
tion, that  it  will  be  completed,  and  ready  for  the  reception  of  convicts, 
before  the  ensuing  winter.  If  this  is  not  done,  another  year's  continu- 
ance of  the  evils  described,  two  years  since,  as  existing  in  the  night 
rooms  of  the  Prison  at  Charlestown,  will  be  an  injury  to  the  convicts, 
and  to  the  world,  which  no  time  nor  money  can  repair.  If  any  doubt 
remain  on  this  subject,  let  a  pure  mind  be  placed  unperceived  by  the 
side  of  that  Prison,  where  it  can  see  and  hear  what  is  said  and  done 
within  its  walls,  in  one  long  winter's  evening,  and  no  doubt  will  then 
remain.  A  holy  God,  for  twenty  years,  has  been  such  a  witness,  and 
we  tremble  for  ourselves,  as  citizens  of  the  State,  lest  we  shall  be 
found  partakers  in  the  guilt  of  the  existence  and  unnecessary  continu- 
ance of  such  an  evil.  We  earnestly  entreat  the  proper  authorities  to 
hasten  this  new  Prison  to  its  completion,  for  we  believe  the  convicts 
in  the  Prison,  and  the  good  people  in  the  State,  will  immediately  expe- 
rience the  benefit  of  it,  and  the  God  of  heaven  will  not  be  blasphemed, 
and  the  creatures  of  his  power  prostituted,  and  the  purposes  of  his  mercy 
concerning  them  thwarted,  as  they  have  been  in  the  crowded  night  rooms 
of  that  Prison. 

In  Connecticut,  Newgate  is  abandoned ;  the  new  Prison  at  Wethers- 
field  is  finished.  The  convicts  were  all  removed  to  it  in  September,  and 
placed  at  night  in  the  solitary  cells,  which  are  more  numerous  than  the 
present,  or  any  probable  number  of  convicts.  The  stillness  of  the  night 
is  preserved  by  a  watchman,  walking  silently  in  front  of  the  cells,  and 
a  striking  contrast  is  here  found  to  the  oaths  and  blasphemies,  which 
issued  fi-om  the  old  night  rooms  at  Newgate. 

In  New  York,  at  Auburn,  the  cells  are  still  sufficiently  numerous 
to  separate  the  convicts  at  night ;  though  the  number  of  convicts  has 
increased  to  more  than  five  hundred  and  fifl;y,  and  should  the  number 
continue  to  increase  as  fast  in  the  coming  year  as  during  the  last 
year,  the  Prison  will  suffer  in  its  character.  The  cause  of  this  rapid 
increase  of  convicts,  at  Auburn,  is  not  a  sudden  and  melancholy  in- 
crease of  crime ;  but  a  law  of  the  State,  authorizing  several  counties, 
14 
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which  formerly  sent  their  convicts  to  New  York,  now  to  send  them  to 
Auburn.  If  this  law  should  continue  in  force,  some  further  provision 
would  be  necessary,  in  this  admirable  Prison,  for  solitary  confinement 
at  night,  or  it  will  lose  the  high  character  which  it  now  so  well  sus- 
tains. 

At  Sing  Sing,  great  progress  has  been  made  during  the  last  year, 
and  more  than  four  hundred  cells  are  finished.  All  the  convicts, 
except  the  females,  from  the  State  Prison  in  New  York  city,  have 
been  removed  to  it :  and  though  the  number,  exceeding  five  hundred, 
is  so  great  as  to  make  it  necessary,  in  a  number  of  cells,  to  confine 
two  in  a  cell,  still  the  progress  in  the  building  is  so  rapid  as  to  provide, 
in  all  probability,  on  or  before  the  first  of  August,  a  sufficient  number 
of  cells  for  the  solitary  confinement  at  night,  of  all  the  prisoners  fi-om 
the  old  State  Prison  in  New  York.  This  is  a  change  so  important 
in  its  consequences,  that  other  States  besides  New  York  will  feel  its 
benefits.  New  Jersey  and  Connecticut,  particularly,  have  largely 
suflfered  fi-om  the  experienced  villains  trained  for  infamy  in  the  old 
State  Prison  in  New  York  city,  who  have  departed  from  it,  in  the 
capacity  of  horse  thieves,  robbers,  and  counterfeiters,  to  the  annoy- 
ance and  dismay  of  many  citizens  in  Newark  and  other  places  in  the 
vicinity  of  New  York.  The  training  of  men  for  such  a  course 
of  life,  which  was  found  in  the  old  Prison  in  New  York,  will  be 
greatly  diminished  in  the  solitary  cells  at  Sing  Sing  ;  so  that  the 
neighborhood  will  suffer  less  from  discharged  convicts  ;  though  it  is  to 
be  expected,  that  enough  will  remain  of  the  evil  to  convince  New 
Jersey  of  the  importance  of  building  a  Prison,  which  shall  be  a  place 
of  restraint  and  reformation,  and  not,  like  its  present  Prison,  a  school  of 
vice.  If  New  York  has  a  Prison  like  that  at  Sing  Sing,  with  solitary 
cells,  and  New  Jersey  has  one  like  that  at  Lamberton,  without  them, 
there  will  be  an  immeasurable  difference  in  the  estimation  of  old  con- 
victs in  favor  of  New  Jersey,  as  a  place  for  their  depredations.  New 
Jersey,  therefore,  will  find  it  necessary  to  build  a  new  Prison,  on  the 
plan  of  that  at  Sing  Sing,  or  become  a  place  of  resort  for  old  convicts, 
who  well  understand  the  difference  between  solitary  confinement  at 
night  and  the  unrestrained  intercourse  of  the  New  Jersey  Prison. 

In  the  Penitentiary  at  Bellevue,  on  the  East  River,  near  New 
York,  no  change  having  been  effected  in  the  night  rooms,  they  have 
remained  so  crowded,  that  the  convicts  could  not  lie  down  upon  the 
floor  without  mingling  their  limbs  in  one  solid  mass  ;  so  that  the  physi- 
cian, who  was  called  to  visit  a  sick  person  in  one  of  the  rooms,  could 
with  difficulty  find  a  place  for  his  foot  on  the  floor.  Here  the  jail  fe- 
ver was  again  generated  at  the  commencement  of  the  last  winter,  and 
has  raged  ever  since  with  more  malignant  and  fatal  consequences  than 
during  either  of  the  two  preceding  years.  A  letter  from  Dr.  J.  Woods, 
the  resident  physician,  addressed  to  the  city  government,  urging  the 
necessity  of  the  immediate  removal  of  the  convicts,  and  tracing  the 
causes  of  the  disease  to  the  crowded  and  filthy  night  rooms,  contains 
an  accurate  statement  of  its  ravages,  not  only  among  convicts,  but 
keepers  and  physicians,  during  the  last  three  years.  The  following  is 
an  extract  from  his  letter,  under  date  April  15,  1828  ;  "  the  disease  has 
progressively  increased  each  succeeding  winter,  [i.  e.  of  the  three  in 
which  he  has  been  connected  with  the  institution.]     During  the  last 
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winter,  it  has  prevailed  to  a  much  more  alarming  extent,  and  the  air  of 
the  whole  establishment  appears  to  be  infected.  The  disease  has  bro- 
ken out  in  different  parts  of  the  Alms  House  and  Hospital,  as  well  as 
in  the  Penitentiary,  and  has  found  its  way  into  the  department  for  fe- 
males, where  its  fatality  has  been  really  melancholy  :  women  dying  in 
36  and  48  hours  after  confinement,  in  whom  were  exhibited  after  death 
all  the  ravages  of  disease  of  a  week's  duration.  In  the  Penitentiary, 
between  one  and  two  hundred  have  sickened,  or  about  one  to  three  of 
the  whole  number.  In  three  years,  nine  keepers  and  one  matron  have 
taken  the  disease  :  five  of  this  number  have  died.  Of  twelve  physi- 
cians in  the  establishment,  and  one  attending  physician,  during  the 
term  mentioned,  ten  have  sickened  and  three  have  died."  In  conse- 
quence of  the  communication  of  this  loathsome  disease,  as  here  stated, 
among  the  prisoners,  and  from  the  Prison  to  the  Alms  House  and  Hos- 
pital, arrangements  are  making  to  remove  the  prisoners,  and  cleanse 
the  establishment.  It  is  believed,  that  it  will  be  done  before  this  dis- 
ease shall  be  again  communicated  with  the  return  of  another  winter, 
from  the  crowded  night  rooms  of  the  Penitentiary  at  Bellevue. 

In  Philadelphia,  the  New  Penitentiary  is  not  yet  occupied ;  nor  has 
nmch  progress  been  made  in  the  building  within  the  last  year.  About 
one  hundred  cells  were  then  nearly  built ;  but  they  are  not  yet  finished, 
and  the  building  of  no  more  has  been  commenced.  The  diflSculty  is, 
that  the  commissioners  of  the  Legislature,  who  were  appointed  two 
years  ago  to  examine  the  new  Penitentiaries  in  Philadelphia  and  at 
Pittsburg,  and  to  adapt  the  criminal  code  to  the  new  principles  of  pun- 
ishment and  prison  discipline,  as  contemplated  in  these  establishments, 
i.  e.  solitary  confinement  day  and  night  without  labor,  having  spent 
one  year  in  the  examination  of  the  subject,  and  finding  so  many  doubts 
and  difficulties  in  the  way  of  adopting  this  system,  asked  for  another 
year,  that  they  might  be  prepared  either  to  sanction  or  oppose  this 
system.  Another  year  having  been  granted,  and  they,  having  visited 
several  Penitentiaries,  and  collected  from  this  country  and  Europe, 
Avhatever  they  deemed  valuable  in  experience  on  the  subject,  pre- 
sented to  the  Legislature,  at  the  last  session,  a  voluminous  report,  in 
which  they  declare  themselves  decidedly  adverse  to  the  principle  of 
solitary  confinement  day  and  night  without  labor,  and  do  not  there- 
fore recommend  the  completion  of  the  New  Penitentiary  near  Phila- 
delphia on  the  plan  originally  proposed.  They  express  themselves  as 
decidedly  favorable  to  solitary  confinement  at  night,  and  labor  by 
day,  in  buildings  properly  constructed  for  this  purpose.  This  is  the 
principle  acted  upon  in  nearly  all  the  improved  Prisons  in  Europe,  and 
in  all  the  new  Prisons  in  this  country,  except  that  at  Pittsburg,  and 
this  is  the  principle  which  we  feel  it  our  duty,  in  view  of  all  the  infor- 
mation, which  we  have  been  able  to  obtain,  either  from  personal  ob- 
servation, or  from  books,  to  recommend.  We  therefore  rejoice,  and 
congratulate  the  good  people  of  Pennsylvania,  that  a  Report  has  been 
prepared  and  published  by  authority  of  the  Legislature,  containing 
nearly  two  hundred  pages  of  most  valuable  information,  from  the  ex- 
perience of  different  countries  and  ages,  against  a  Prison,  which  the 
good  La  Fayette  compares  to  a  Bastile  ;  and  to  which  we  are  in- 
formed, by  one  of  the  commissioners  of  the  Legislature,  a  majority  of 
that  body  are  decidedly  adverse.     The  weight  of  opinion  and  of  fact, 
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in  this  country  and  in  Europe,  is  so  generally  and  decidedly  opposed 
to  solitary  confinement  day  and  night  without  labor,  that  we  sincerely 
hope  it  will  be  abandoned  in  Pennsylvania,  the  only  one  of  the  United 
States  in  which  there  is  any  fear  of  its  being  introduced  ;  and  that  the 
system  recommended  by  the  commissioners,  of  solitary  confinement  at 
night,    and  joint   and    classified    labor,    will    be   speedily  adopted    in 
buildings  conveniently  constructed  for  the  purpose,  within  the  walls  of 
the  New  Penitentiary  in  Philadelphia.     This  may  now  be  done  with  less 
time  and  more  economy  than  would   be  necessary  to  complete  the  Nevr 
Penitentiary,  on  the  original  plan  :  which  is  evident  from  the  following 
accurate,  but  very  surprising  statement  of  the  commissioners.  They  say, 
page  57  of  their  Report,  "as  a  fair  average  of  the  expense  of  a  Prison 
constructed  on  the  Auburn  plan,  v/e  may  estimate  the  cost  of  each  cell 
at  $220 ;  while  the  expense  of  the  New  Penitentiary  in  Philadelphia, 
independent  of  the  yard  wall,  we  have  estimated  at  the  lowest  amount, 
at  about  $1400  per  cell,  making  a  difference  of  eleven  hundred  and 
eighty  dollars  for  each  cell,  or  the  sum  of  $70  80  per  annum  for  each 
convict  in  the  Prison.     In  other  words,  the  annual  expense  to  the  State 
of  Pennsylvania  of  each  convict  confined  in  the  New  Penitentiary,  on 
the  system  of  solitary  confinement,  will  be  $70  80  cents  greater,  than 
the  annual  expense  of  each    convict   in    Connecticut,  supposing  the 
earnings  of  their  labor  to  be  equal  in  each."     This  difference  in  ex- 
pense arises  simply  fi-om  the  difference  of  interest  on  the  money,  which 
the  cells  cost.     In  view  of  such  facts,  we  have  reason  to  apprehend 
that   a  long  time   will   elapse    before   thinking  men   will  appropriate 
money  to    finish  the  New  Penitentiary  on    the    original    plan,  while 
another  of  more  generally  approved   construction  can  be  erected  for 
less  than  one  sixth  part  of  the  expense.     If  the  change  should  be  made 
as  proposed  by  the  commissioners,  we  should  expect  in  two  years  to 
find  all  the  convicts  in  Philadelphia  lodged  in  separate  cells ;  if  not, 
we   fear  a  long  time  will  elapse,  before  the  oppressive  evils  of  the  Wal- 
nut street  Prison  will  be  done  away.     In  another  part  of  the  Report,  we 
propose  to  give  a  condensed  view  of  the  Report  of  the  commissioners 
of  the  Pennsylvania  Legislature,  which  will  show  more  clearly,  v/hat  are 
the  prospects  of  the  New  Penitentiary  in  Philadelphia. 

The  House  of  Refuge  in  Philadelphia  for  Juvenile  Delinquents  is 
rapidly  advancing  to  its  completion,  and  will  probably  be  ready  for  the 
reception  of  this  class  of  offenders  in  the  course  of  the  present  season. 
This  establishment,  when  finished,  will  contain  about  170  dormitories 
for  the  solitary  confinement  at  night  of  juvenile  delinquents  of  both 
sexes. 

The  foundation  of  the  new  building  in  the  Baltimore  Penitentiary  is 
laid,  for  the  erection  of  which,  provision  has  been  made  by  the  appro- 
priation of  $30,000  in  the  Legislature  of  Maryland,  and  the  building, 
containing  three  hundred  and  sixty-eight  separate  dormitories,  will 
probably  be  finished  during  the  present  season.  The  plan  of  this 
building  is  peculiar,  and  if  some  improvements  of  which  it  is  suscepti- 
ble, and  which  have  been  suggested  to  the  building  committee,  should 
be  adopted,  the  keeper  supposes  that  it  would  be  as  valuable  as  that  af 
Auburn. 

The  following  extract  of  a  letter  from  Charles  Bulfinch,  Esq. 
architect  of  the  public  buildings  in  Washington,  D.  C.  will  show  the 
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present  state  of  the  new  Penitentiary  in  that  city.  "  I  have  pleasure 
in  informing  you,  that  the  labors  of  the  last  season  have  brought  our 
Penitentiary  buildings  into  a  state  of  great  forwardness  :  the  principal 
building,  covering  IGO  cells,  is  roofed  in — the  cells,  built  externally  of 
stone,  are  all  finished  :  two  wings  are  also  finished,  including  rooms 
for  keepers,  infirmary,  ^c,  and  the  wall,  enclosing  three  acres,  is 
nearly  complete.  A  committee  of  Congress  is  engaged  on  the  subject 
of  modifying  the  penal  laws  to  the  penitentiary  system,  and  I  hope 
their  bill  will  be  carried  through  this  session." 

With  this  notice  of  the  new  Penitentiary  in  Washington  city,  we 
close  the  statement  concerning  the  improvements  in  the  construction 
of  Prisons,  for  the  purpose  of  preventing  evil  communication — and 
proceed  to  show. 

What  has  been  done  to  provide  for  and  communicate  proper 
instruction  ? 

In  the  Maine  Prison,  a  building  has  been  erected,  containing  a 
chapel  and  dining  hall ;  but  we  have  not  learned,  that  any  thing  has 
yet  been  done,  agreeably  to  the  suggestion  of  the  keeper,  to  organize 
a  Sabbath  school,  or  to  increase  in  any  way  the  amount  of  instruction 
formerly  communicated  to  the  convicts.  So  far  as  we  are  informed, 
there  is  one  short  service  on  the  Sabbath ;  but  no  Sabbath  or  evening 
school,  and  no  morning  and  evening  prayers,  with  reading  of  the 
scriptures. 

In  Vermont,  a  law  was  passed  at  the  last  session  of  the  Legislature, 
appropriating  one  hundred  dollars,  annually,  in  addition  to  a  like  sum 
before  granted,  for  the  purpose  of  supplying  the  State  Prison  at  Wind- 
sor with  more  constant  and  systematic  religious  instruction. 

In  Massachusetts,  by  the  law  of  February,  18*28,  the  chaplain  in  the 
Prison  at  Charlestown  is  to  receive  five  hundred  dollars  annually, 
from  the  State,  and  to  devote  all  his  time  to  his  appropriate  duties  in 
the  Prison.  The  Rev.  Jared  Curtis,  who  has  been,  nearly  three 
years,  chaplain  in  the  Prison  at  Auburn,  has  received  the  appointment 
fi-om  the  Executive  of  Massachusetts,  and  entered  upon  the  duties  of 
his  ofl^ce. 

In  Connecticut,  Moses  C.  Pillsbury,  the  warden  of  the  new 
Prison  at  Wethersfield,  in  addition  to  the  provision,  which  he  makes 
on  the  Sabbath  for  public  worship,  regularly  reads  the  scriptures  to  the 
assembled  convicts,  every  morning  and  evening,  and,  in  their  behalf, 
offers  prayers  to  the  Father  of  mercies.  He  is,  besides,  faithful  in 
counsel,  affectionate  in  sickness,  and  lovely  in  his  Christian  sympathies 
towards  those  committed  to  his  care,  without  losing  any  thing  in  his 
prompt  and  successful  attention  to  business  and  discipline.  He  min- 
gles authority  and  affection  in  his  government  and  instructions,  so  that 
the  principles  of  obedience  and  affection  flow  almost  spontaneously 
towards  him  from  the  hearts  of  convicts. 

In  New  York,  at  Auburn,  Mr.  Curtis,  the  chaplain,  continued, 
during  the  last  year,  to  superintend  the  Sabbath  school,  consisting  of 
125  convicts,  taught  by  twenty  students  from  the  Theological  Semina- 
ry ;  to  preach  in  his  turn  in  the  chapel ;  to  spend  the  afternoon  of  the 
Sabbath  in  private  instruction,  and  faithful  admonition  from  cell  to  cell ; 
14*  B 
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to  implore  a  blessing  when  the  convicts  were  assembled  for  breakfast 
and  dinner ;  to  read  the  scriptures,  and  offer  prayer  every  evening 
in  the  area  of  the  Prison,  in  front  of  the  cells,  after  the  convicts  were 
locked  up  ;  and  to  visit  the  sick  in  the  hospital,  and  pray  with  them 
frequently,  if  not  daily.    , 

At  Sing  Sing,  N.  Y.  the  Rev.  Samuel  Barrett,  the  chaplain,  has 
pursued  a  similar  course  of  instruction,  with  this  difference,  that  Mr. 
Barrett  has  no  Sabbath  school,  preaches  every  Sabbath  himself,  has 
two  religious  services  every  evening  on  each  side  of  the  Prison,  in 
front  of  each  breast-work  of  cells.  The  Legislature,  in  consideration 
of  these  services,  have  authorized  the  commissioners  to  allow  the 
chaplain  three  hundred  dollars  annually  from  the  treasury  of  the  State. 

In  New  York  city,  the  Rev.  John  Stanford,  the  venerable  chap- 
lain of  the  humane  and  criminal  institutions,  has  continued,  at  the 
t:dvanced  age  of  nearly  fourscore  years,  to  fulfil  his  numerous  appoint- 
ments, at  the  State  Prison  at  Greenwich,  the  Penitentiary  at  Bellevue, 
the  Bridewell  and  Debtors'  Jail. 

At  the  Refuge  for  Juvenile  Delinquents  in  New  York,  the  inmates 
enjoy  the  instructions  of  the  Sabbath  school ;  two  public  religious  ser- 
vices in  the  chapel  every  Sabbath  ;  morning  and  evening  prayers  every 
day,  with  a  short  and  appropriate  service  after  dinner,  intended  for 
the  moral  improvement  of  the  children,  together  with  the  paternal  and 
constant  care  and  instruction  of  the  superintendent,  who,  like  a  father, 
watches  his  opportunity  to  fulfil  the  pledge  which  he  gave  on  entering 
the  institution,  when  he  said,  "  My  dear  children,  I  have  sons,  and  I 
have  daughters,  and  am  enabled  to  feel  for  you ;  and,  often  in  my 
dealings  with  the  children  of  others,  solve  this  question  for  my  own 
government,  '  how  should  I  like  my  child  to  be  dealt  with  under  simi- 
lar circumstances?'  This  rule,  I  think,  shall  govern  me  here." 

In  New  Jersey,  the  members  of  the  Auxiliary  Prison  Discipline  So- 
ciety, in  the  Theological  Seminary  at  Princeton,  have,  by  their  com- 
mittee, visited  the  State  Prison,  at  Lamberton,  every  Sabbath,  during 
the  past  year,  with  the  exception  of  one  or  two,  for  the  purpose  of 
conducting  religious  worship,  distributing  tracts,  and  visiting  the 
convicts,  in  solitary  confinement.  For  the  better  accommodation  of 
those  engaged  in  this  service,  the  Legislature,  at  their  last  session, 
authorized  the  government  of  the  Prison  to  fit  up  a  spacious  room,  and 
appropriate  it  for  the  purpose  of  religious  worship.  The  committee  of 
the  Legislature,  in  their  Report  on  the  subject,  respectfully  notice  this 
effort  of  the  Society  to  supply  the  Prison  with  religious  instruction. 

At  the  Prison  in  Philadelphia,  a  Bible  class  has  been  regularly  in- 
structed on  the  Walnut  street  side,  and  a  Sabbath  school,  on  the 
Prune  street  side,  and  public  worship  has  been  attended  on  the  Sab- 
bath ;  but  these  things  have  been  done  under  many  disadvantages  of 
construction  and  discipline,  and  have  not  been  followed  by  any  regular 
religious  service,  such  as  reading  the  scriptures  and  prayer,  during  the 
week. 

In  the  Baltimore  Penitentiary,  the  ministers  of  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church  have  continued  to  sustain  a  religious  service  on  the 
Sabbath,  both  among  the  male  and  female  convicts,  once  a  day,  during 
the  winter,  and  twice  a  day  during  the  summer.  But  in  a  Prison  so 
constructed,  where  the  men  and  women,  after  public  worship,  instead 
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of  retiring  in  silence  to  their  solitary  cells,  are  locked  up  in  large 
numbers  together,  and  left  to  their  evil  passions,  their  songs  of 
obscenity  and  mirth,  or  their  curses  and  imprecations,  resound  from 
their  gloomy  walls,  and  the  truth,  which  has  been  dispensed,  is,  as 
has  been  well  said,  like  sparks  on  the  ocean  in  a  storm.  When  the 
new  Prison  is  done,  a  new  order  of  things,  proposed  by  the  keeper, 
will  be  instituted  ;  in  which  the  religious  services  of  the  Sabbath  will 
be  immediately  succeeded  by  solitude  and  reflection,  and  during  the 
week,  if  possible,  by  corresponding  religious  services  morning  and 
evening.  This  is  a  change  to  which  the  keeper  looks  forward  with 
confident  expectation  of  good. 

In  the  State  Prison  at  Columbus,  Ohio,  the  synod  of  the  Presbyte- 
rian church,  connected  with  the  general  assembly,  resolved,  in  Octo- 
ber last,  to  appoint  and  support  a  stated  preacher,  and  committed  the 
subject,  as  we  learn  fi-om  the  Rev,  James  Hoge,  to  the  Board  of  Mis- 
sions, acting  under  their  authority.  In  pursuance  of  this  resolution,  Mr. 
James  Chute,  a  licentiate  of  the  Presbytery  of  Cincinnati,  has  been 
appointed,  and  has  entered  on  his  official  duties.  The  compensation 
allowed  him  is  |30  per  month.  As  the  synod  have  no  funds,  which 
they  can  appropriate  to  this  purpose,  they  have  agreed  to  raise  the 
necessary  sum,  as  far  as  practicable,  by  the  personal  subscriptions  of 
the  ministers  who  are  their  members.  This  effort  on  the  part  of  the 
synod,  had  its  origin  in  the  encouragement  which  was  given  to  the 
Rev.  Mr.  Hoge,  that  if  something  of  this  kind  could  be  done  in  Ohio, 
the  Prison  Discipline  Society  in  Boston,  would  probably  assist,  by  a 
contribution  of  one  hundred,  or  one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  annually. 

Thus  we  have  seen  what  has  been  done  to  provide  for,  and  commu- 
nicate proper  instruction  in  Prisons  during  the  last  year,  and  proceed 
as  proposed,  to  inquire, 

What  has  been  done  to  diminish  the  current  expenses  op 
Prisons  ? 

The  new  Prison,  containing  97  convicts,  at  Wethersfield,  Conn,  the 
Directors  say  in  their  Report  to  the  Legislature,  dated  April  10,  1828, 
"  has  earned,  for  the  six  months  ending  on  the  31st  of  March,  1828, 
the  sum  of  $1,017  16,  over  and  above  the  expenses  of  its  management 
and  support,  which  may  be  considered  as  profits."  In  regard  to  this, 
the  directors  remark,  "  that  the  Prison  commenced  its  operations 
at  the  very  beginning  of  the  cold  season,  and  yet,  during  the  short  days, 
and  winter  months,  it  has  produced  this  result."  They  add,  "if this 
experiment,  thus  conducted  under  circumstances  so  unfavourable,  can 
be  relied  on,  as  we  believe  it  may,  it  will  at  least  justify  the  opinion, 
that  no  further  demands  upon  the  treasury  will  be  necessary  to  sup- 
port the  establishment."  Governor  Tomlinson  says,  in  his  message 
to  the  Legislature  at  the  May  session,  1828,  *'  it  is  confidently  believed, 
that  the  Prison  will  not,  after  it  shall  have  been  completed  and  furnish- 
ed, occasion  any  further  expense  to  the  State.  If  this  anticipation 
should  prove  to  be  correct,  the  saving  to  the  State  will  in  a  short  pe- 
riod equal  the  whole  cost  of  the  establishment ;  the  average  annual 
expense  of  Newgate  Prison,  from  its  establishment  (in  1791,)  to  the  first 
of  April,  1826,  having  exceeded  five  thousand  six  hundred  and  eighty 
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dollars  ;"  which  amounts,  during  the  whole  period,  to  two  hundred  and 
four  thousand,  four  hundred  and  eighty  dollars. 

In  the  Prison  at  Auburn,  N.  Y.  the  inspectors  say,  in  their  Report  to 
the  Legislature,  dated  January  5,  1828,  "  such  has  been  the  improve- 
ment in  the  earnings  of  the  convicts,  and  such  the  diminution  of  par- 
dons, we  are  of  opinion  that  no  further  appropriations  will  hereafter  be 
necessary  to  support  this  Prison,  except  for  expenses  of  discharged 
convicts,  the  expenses  of  buildings  and  repairs,  and  the  transportation 
of  convicts."  These  items  of  expense,  it  is  obvious,  except  so  far  as 
it  regards  the  repairs  of  buildings,  have  properly  no  connexion  with 
the  current  expenses  of  the  Prison.  The  keeper  of  the  Prison,  Hon. 
G.  Powers,  concurs  in  opinion  with  the  inspectors ;  and  says,  "  that 
such  will  be  the  continued  increase  of  earnings,  that  no  further  appro- 
priation will  ever  be  necessary  for  the  support  of  convicts  in  this 
Prison,  unless  in  case  of  some  unforeseen  calamity,  against  which  no 
foresight  or  prudence  can  guard."  He  adds,  "  it  is  highly  gratifying 
to  believe  that  the  period  has  arrived,  when  state  criminals  can  be 
made  to  support  themselves,  while  enduring  the  sentence  of  the  law, 
and,  at  the  same  time,  be  subjected  to  a  course  of  reformatory  disci- 
pline." The  earnings  of  the  convicts  in  this  Prison,  in  October,  1827, 
for  the  month,  were  $2,792  28  cents,  which  being  continued,  at  the 
same  rate  for  one  year,  would  amount  to  $33,307  36.  What  an  im- 
measurable difference  in  the  industry,  which  is  requisite  to  procure 
such  a  result  among  550  convicts,  and  the  sloth  and  wretchedness  of 
a  Prison,  in  which  labour  has  never  been  introduced,  or  from  which  it 
is  excluded ! 

In  the  new  Prison  at  Sing  Sing,  Captain  Lynds  says,  he  "  will  ask 
no  greater  privilege  from  the  State,  when  the  Prison  is  done,  than  the 
earnings  of  the  convicts,  above  every  expense  for  food,  medical  attend- 
ance, moral  instruction,  keeping,  &c.  &c.,  and  that  he  will  enter  into 
bonds  for  $100,000  to  release  the  State  from  all  further  charges  for 
current  expenses,  in  consideration  of  receiving  the  proceeds  of  the 
labor  of  the  convicts." 

We  have  been  more  particular  in  this  statement,  because  it  has  been 
contended,  openly,  that  economy  and  moral  improvement  are  adverse 
principles  in  the  government  of  a  Prison,  than  which,  as  we  believe,  a 
more  erroneous  sentiment  was  never  advanced,  either  in  its  application 
to  a  Prison,  or  an  individual.  We  have  seen  from  facts,  that  in  those 
Prisons,  in  which  there  is  the  most  moral  improvement,  there  is  the  least 
expense,  and,  believing  as  we  do,  that  the  enormous  expenses  of  Peni- 
tentiaries in  past  years,  has  been  the  result  of  odious  and  detestable 
abuses,  we  are  at  a  loss  to  know  from  what  motive  a  sentiment  was 
ever  advanced,  so  fraught  with  mischief,  as  this,  that  economy  and  moral 
improvement  are  adverse  principles  in  the  government  of  a  Prison. 
The  State  of  New  York  has  paid,  since  1796,  for  the  support  of  State 
Prisons,  one  million  eight  hundred  thousand  dollars  ;  Connecticut, 
since  1791,  more  than  $200,000 ;  and  Massachusetts,  since  1805, 
more  than  $300,000.  We  believe  that  moral  improvement  would  have 
been  adverse  to  such  expenditure,  but  not  to  that  economy,  which 
would  have  prevented  it ;  for  when  we  speak  of  moral  improvement, 
we  take  into  view  the  character  of  those  concerned  in  the  management 
of  a  Prison,  as  well  as  that  of  the  convicts ;    and  we  believe  that  mo- 
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rality,  in  its  ordinary  forms,  without  mucli  attention  to  improvement, 
would  have  saved  a  great  part  of  this  enormous  expense.  The  point 
under  consideration  is  one  of  great  importance,  not  only  in  reference 
to  the  past,  but  to  the  present  and  future ;  for  Penitentiaries  in  past 
years  have  not  only  been  a  great  public  burden,  but  several  are  so 
now,  and  they  may  remain  so,  and  others  may  become  so,  if  the  principle 
is  not  well  established,  that  these  institutions  ought  to  support  them- 
selves ;  and  with  proper  regard  to  morality  they  may  be  made  to  do  it. 
It  is  well  known  to  the  inhabitants  of  Massachusetts,  that  the  State 
Prison  at  Charlestown  involved  the  State  last  year  in  a  debt  of  more 
than  $5,000 ;  and  this,  too,  notwithstanding  the  fact,  that  it  had  produced 
a  revenue,  during  the  two  preceding  years,  of  more  than  819,000. 
To  this  singular  fact,  the  Governor  called  the  attention  of  the  Legis- 
lature, for  the  purpose  of  showing  the  necessity  of  more  thorough  in- 
vestigation concerning  the  affairs  of  the  Prison.  Nor  is  Massachusetts 
alone,  in  this  dilemma ;  New  Jersey,  also,  is  involved  in  debt,  and  has 
been  for  a  course  of  years,  of  from  three  to  seven  thousand  dollars  a 
year,  for  the  support  of  about  seventy  convicts.  And  Pennsylvania,  for 
the  actual  cost  of  the  old  Walnut  street  Prison,  was  debtor,  in  1820, 
$38,467  99:  in  1821,  $36,876  82:  in  1822,  $44,062  89:  in  1823, 
$46,503  42;:  in  1824,  $47,057:  ,in  1825,  $46,695  70:  making  a 
grand  total  of  the  actual  costs  of  that  most  destructive  Prison,  during  6 
years,  from  1819  to  1826,  of  $259,684  15,  from  which  deduct  $80,311 
85,  the  earnings  of  the  convicts  for  the  same  period,  and  $179,373  30 
remain  as  the  absolute  expense.  And  here  again  we  may  be  told,  that 
moral  improvement  and  economy  are  adverse  principles  in  the  manage- 
ment of  a  Prison ;  but  we  have  seen,  that  while  Massachusetts,  New 
Jersey  and  Pennsylvania  are  involved  in  debt  by  their  Prisons,  New 
Hampshire  and  Connecticut  find  them  a  source  of  income ;  and  New 
York,  for  the  extensive  Prison  at  Auburn,  has  (he  assurance  of  the 
inspectors  and  the  keeper,  that  the  Prison  does  now,  and  will  hereafter, 
support  itself;  and  for  that  at  Sing  Sing,  the  declaration  of  the  keeper. 
Captain  Lynds,  that  he  will  give  bonds  of  $100,000  to  keep  the  Prison 
when  it  is  finished,  and  defray  every  expense,  in  consideration  of  the 
labor  of  the  convicts.  How  long,  then,  shall  it  be,  before  the  truth  is 
established,  that  these  institutions  can  and  ought  to  support  themselves  ? 
before  the  absurdity  is  seen,  of  such  a  sentiment  as  the  following, 
that  economy  and  moral  improvement  are  adverse  principles  in  the 
Government  of  a  Prison  ? 


What  other  good  effects  have  resulted  from  the  system  op 
prison  discipline  recommended  and  partially  introduced  ? 

To  answer  this  question,  we  will  contrast  Newgate  with  the  new 
Prison  at  Wethersfield  ;  the  Prisons  at  Auburn  and  Sing  Sing,  with  the 
old  State  Prison  in  New  York  city ;  and  the  condition  of  youth  and 
children  in  the  old  Penitentiaries,  with  their  condition  in  the  Houses 
of  Refuge  in  New  York  and  Boston. 

The  character  of  Newgate  we  give  from  the  notes  of  a  gentleman, 
who  visited  it  in  the  autumn  of  1826.  "  We  found  the  prisoners  more 
filthy  than  any  which  I  had  ever  seen,  except  those  of  the  Jail  in 
Washington  city.     The  night  rooms  were  in  the  same  state,  nearly,  as 
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in  the  heat  of  summer,  when  one  hundred  and  nine  convicts  were 
lodged  in  five  small  rooms.  The  largest  room  was  about  21  feet  by 
10,  and  6^  feet  high,  with  very  little  ventilation,  and  in  this  room 
were  lodged  thirty-two  men.  It  would  have  been  said  by  most  per- 
sons, that  this  number  of  men  could  not  live  in  that  room  a  single 
night.     The  narrow  space,  the  loathsome  bedding,  the  vermin  would 

take   life.      Mr.  ,  who  had  visited  the  Prison  before,  remarked 

with  surprise  the  change  for  the  worse  which  several  of  the  men 
had  undergone,  in  a  single  year,  as  being  greater  than  the  change 
in  most  men  in  ten  years.  This  was  to  be  attributed  partly  to  the  filth 
and  crowded  state  of  the  night  rooms,  and  partly  to  the  treatment  of 
the  men  in  other  respects.  Our  ears  were  pained  with  the  beating  of 
a  convict ;  of  which  I  heard  more  in  a  day  at  Newgate,  than  in  a  week 
at  Auburn.  The  manner,  the  instrument,  the  effect,  were  all  wrong. 
If  men  must  be  kept  and  punished  in  this  way,  it  should  be  made  to 
appear  as  some  excuse  for  it,  that  it  makes  the  men  more  industrious 
and  profitable  to  the  State  ;  more  fearful  of  further  punishment,  and 
more  strongly  bent  on  future  good  conduct.  But  none  of  these  things 
were  so.  The  institution  is  more  expensive  to  the  State,  according  to 
the  number  of  convicts,  than  any  other  of  which  I  have  any  knowledge, 
and  the  draught  on  the  treasury,  during  the  last  ten  years,  for  the  sup- 
port of  less  than  one  hundred  convicts,  has  exceeded  fifty  thousand 
dollars.  All  this  money,  besides  the  proceeds  of  the  labor  of  the  con- 
victs, is  said  to  have  been  appropriated  for  the  improvement  and  sup- 
port of  the  institution.  The  books,  however,  are  in  a  deranged  state, 
and  afforded  to  us  no  satisfaction  in  regard  to  the  manner  in  which 
the  money  has  been  expended.  We  spent  much  time  in  a  laborious 
investigation,  the  results  of  v/hich  involved  the  subject  in  greater  diffi- 
culty. It  appeared  in  the  examination  of  the  books  of  the  superintend- 
ents of  the  shops  and  the  clerk,  that  the  labor  of  the  prisoners,  as  they 
were  then  employed,  taking  a  short  week  in  October  as  the  basis  of  the 
calculation,  ought  to  be  about  $9,332  40  annually;  the  whole  ex- 
pense of  the  institution,  about  $8,500  annually.  While  the  draught 
on  the  treasury  of  the  State,  for  seven  years,  had  been,  on  an  average, 
nearly  $8,000  annually.  These  results  appeared  to  us  inexplicable. 
At  least  it  appeared  inexcusable,  that  there  were  no  books  and  records 
to  explain  so  great  a  mystery,  in  the  management  of  a  public  institu- 
tion. If  the  transactions  have  not  been  fraudulent,  it  appears  that  the 
system  of  discipline  and  the  management  have  not  been  favorable  to 
industry  and  economy.  The  effect  of  such  treatment  on  the  temper  of 
the  convicts  is  not  less  injurious  than  on  the  other  important  interests 
of  the  institution.  We  found  in  many  a  deep-rooted  and  settled  malig- 
nity, growing  out  of  the  treatment  they  had  received.  We  found,  also, 
many  recommitments,  some  for  the  third,  and  one  for  the  fourth  time  ; 
showing  that  the  effect  of  such  treatment  is  not  the  reformation  of  the 
convict.  In  support  of  this  position,  it  should  be  added,  that  the  pris- 
oners from  Newgate  are  found  in  numerous  instances  in  other  Prisons." 
It  has  already  been  said,  and  we  repeat  it  with  unspeakable  joy,  that 
Newgate  is  abandoned,  the  new  Prison  at  Wethersfield  is  finish- 
ed, and  the  convicts  were  all  removed  to  it  in  September  last.  The 
character  of  the  new  Prison,  we  will  now  give  in  the  language  of  the 
inspectors  of  the  Prison,  and  the  Governor  of  the  State,  from  official 
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documents  recently  submitted  to  the  Legislature.  The  inspectors, 
Messrs.  John  Russ,  Martin  Welles,  and  John  S.  Peters,  say, 
under  date  April  10,  1828 : 

'^  Previous  to  the  removal  of  the  whole  number  of  prisoners,  we  had  appointed 
Moses  C.  Pillsbury,  Esq.,  formerly  warden  of  the  New  Hampshire  Prison,  to  be 
warden  of  the  Connecticut  State  Prison.  In  selecting  him  for  the  situation,  we 
followed,  as  we  believed,  the  decided  expression  of  public  opinion.  We  con- 
sulted gentlemen  from  different  parts  of  the  State,  who  with  entire  unanimity  con- 
curred with  us  in  the  opinion,  that  we  should  be  most  fortunate,  if  we  were  able  to 
obtain  for  the  State  the  services  of  Mr.  Pillsbury.  The  result,  so  far,  has  not  disap- 
pointed our  expectations. 

The  principles  of  the  system  adopted  for  the  government  of  the  Prison  are  as 
few  and  simple  as  possible. 

All  communication  between  the  prisoners,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  by  night 
or  day,  is  prohibited.  We  beUeve  this  point  has  to  every  purpose  of  practical  utility 
been  fully  attained  ;  and  the  public  may  rest  assured,that  while  the  present  vigilance 
is  observed,  it  is  scarcely  possible  that  any  convict  should  leave  the  Prison  debased 
by  intercourse  with  other  and  more  accomplished  felons. 

No  watchman  is  allowed  to  hold  any  conversation  with  a  prisoner  except  to 
direct  him  in  his  labor.  No  prisoner  is  permitted  to  have  in  his  possession  any 
money.  By  these  measures,  it  is  hoped,  that  all  the  means  of  corrupting  or  seducing 
watchmen  from  their  duty  will  be  removed. 

The  use  of  ardent  spirits,  at  or  about  the  Prison,  except  on  the  prescription  of 
the  physician,  is  prohibited ;  and  all  persons  employed  there  are  required,  by  the 
terms  of  their  contract,  to  abstain  from  their  use  during  the  period  of  their  employ- 
ment. 

By  law,  the  warden  may  punish  the  prisoners  by  whipping,  not  exceeding  ten 
stripes.  We  are  happy  to  say,  that  since  the  warden  has  taken  charge  of  the  institu- 
tion, corporeal  punishment  has  not  been  inflicted  in  any  case,  and  the  subordinate 
officers  are  not  allowed  to  strike  a  man,  except  in  self-defence. 

When  the  prisoners  were  removed  from  Newgate,  irons  were  found  upon  many 
of  them,  which  they  had  constantly  worn.  These  have  been  from  time  to  time  re- 
moved, as  the  appearance  or  conduct  of  the  men  would  seem  to  justify  ;  and  for 
many  months,  no  prisoner  has  been  in  irons.  It  has  been  our  earnest  endeavor,  and 
in  this  respect  our  wishes  have  been  faithfully  seconded  by  the  warden,  to  substitute, 
in  the  treatment  of  these  men,  so  far  as  it  should  be  practicable,  the  law  of  kindness 
for  that  of  severity.  An  exact  and  rigid  discipline  has  been  established,  to  which 
all  have  been  compelled  to  submit,  and  to  which  all  have  submitted  with  a  prompt- 
ness and  readiness  as  gratifying  as  it  was  unexpected. 

As  it  respects  the  moral  condition  of  the  men,  we  do  not  hesitate  to  express  our 
opinion,  that  it  is  far  more  favorable,  than  the  most  ardent  friend  of  the  new  institu- 
tion had  reason  to  anticipate.  For  many  months,  there  has  been  manifested  an  ap- 
pearance of  submission  and  subdued  feeling,  deep  sensibility,  earnest  attention  to 
religious  instruction,  and  entire  and  even  cheerful  obedience  to  every  regulation. 
The  warden  has  been  unwearied  in  his  exertions  (and  we  say  this  with  a  deep  feel- 
ing of  their  value  and  usefulness)  to  instruct  and  reclaim  these  men,  and  to  restore 
them  to  society,  at  the  expiration  of  their  sentence,  as  sound  and  safe  men." 

Governor  Tomlinson  confirms  these  statements  as  follows  : 

'•  The  warden,  appointed  by  the  directors  of  the  Prison,  is  peculiarly  qualified  to 
discharge  the  important  duties  of  his  station,  and  his  labors  have  been  followed  by 
the  most  satisfactory  results.  The  police  of  the  Prison  tends  alike  to  meliorate  the 
condition  of  the  prisoners ;  to  effect  their  reformation  ;  to  prevent  the  commission  of 
crimes  ;  and  to  promote  the  security  of  the  community.  Its  discipline  is  strict  but 
humane.  Each  prisoner  is  subject  to  the  salutary  restraints  of  constant  inspection  ; 
denied  all  conversation,  except  with  his  immediate  keeper;  absolutely  excluded  from 
external  intercourse,  and  prohibited  even  to  see  a  visitor,  unless  in  the  presence  of 
an  officer  of  the  institution.  When  not  employed  in  labor,  each  convict  is  confined 
in  a  solitary  cell,  where  he  eats  his  food,  with  which  he  is  adequately  supplied.  The 
only  drink  allowed  the  prisoner,  when  in  health,  is  water.  It  is  gratifying  to  know, 
that,  under  this  regimen,  the  appearance  and  vigor  of  the  convicts  have  obviously 
improved,  notwithstanding  the  habits  of  intemperance  which  probably  led  many  of 
them  to  the  perpetration  of  the  crimes  that  have  rendered  necessary  their  seclusion 
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from  society.  When  sick,  they  receive  proper  care  and  treatment ;  but  no  one  yet 
has  been  sent  to  the  hospital.  Religious  exercises  are  attended  on  the  morning  and 
evening  of  each  day,  and  on  the  Sabbath  divine  service  is  performed  in  the  presence 
of  the  prisoners.  By  a  permanent  regulation,  a  Bible  is  placed  in  each  cell,  into 
which  is  admitted  sufficient  light  to  enable  the  occupant  to  read  it.  When  thus  im- 
mured in  solitude,  it  may  reasonably  be  expected,  that  the  convict,  reviewing  his 
conduct  and  feeling  its  deplorable  issue,  will  be  brought  to  deep  and  sincere  repent- 
ance, and  that  he  will  make  the  companion  of  his  solitude  the  guide  of  his  future 
life.  More  than  sixty  of  the  ninety-seven  convicts  now  confined  in  the  Prison,  are 
believed  to  be  under  the  age  of  thirty  years.  The  reformation  of  these  young  ofiend- 
ers  is  an  object  of  deep  concern. 

The  short  experiment,  which  has  been  made  at  the  Prison,  warrants  the  belief, 
that  such  a  result  may  be  produced.  Already  the  fierceness  and  obduracy,  which 
were  displayed  by  the  convicts  when  confined  together  in  the  old  Prison,  have  been 
Bubdued  by  solitary  confinement,  and  the  most  stubborn  and  abandoned  have  be- 
come submissive  and  obedient. 

It  is  confidently  believed,  that  the  Prison  will  not,  after  it  shall  have  been  com- 
pleted and  furnished,  occasion  any  further  expense  to  the  State.  If  this  anticipa- 
tion should  prove  to  be  correct,  the  saving  to  the  State  will,  in  a  short  period,  equal 
the  whole  cost  of  the  establishment ;  the  average  annual  expense  of  Newgate 
Prison,  from  its  establishment  to  the  first  of  April,  1826,  having  exceeded  $5,G80. 
While,  according  to  the  statement  of  the  warden  and  inspectors,  the  new  Prison, 
at  the  commencement  of  the  cold  season,  and  at  the  very  beginning  of  its  operation, 
during  a  trial  of  six  months,  between  the  1st  day  of  October  and  the  1st  day  of 
April,  has  produced,  over  and  above  every  expense,  the  sum  of  $1,017  16." 

In  view  of  this  contrast  between  Newgate  and  the  new  Prison  at 
Wethersfield,  we  ask  where  and  in  what  manner  a  greater  change  has 
been  produced  in  regard  to  the  condition  of  one  hundred  human  be- 
ings ? 

Contrast  now  the  old  Prison  in  New  York  with  the  new  Prisons  at 
Sing  Sing  and  Auburn. 

First,  in  regard  to  discipline.  We  give  as  true  a  picture  as  could  be 
drawn  of  the  discipline  of  the  old  State  Prison  in  New  York  city,  in  the 
language  of  the  commissioners  to  the  Legislature. 

"  The  institution  is  administered  upon  a  system  not  wholly  of  government,  but 
partly  of  compromise,  encouragement  and  favor.  The  restraint  and  the  labor  are 
too  little;  the  order  which  it  prescribes  is  imperfect;  the  indulgences  which  are 
obtained  for  the  prisoners,  with  and  without  permission,  are  often  utterly  subver- 
sive of  discipline,  and  inconsistent  with  a  state  of  punishment. 

There  is  a  great  want  of  good  order. — In  the  morning,  when  the  cells  are  un- 
locked, the  prisoners  flock  confusedly  into  the  yard;  and,  at  the  sound  of  the  bell 
for  meals,  they  move  like  an  undisciplined  mob  to  the  mess  room,  jostling  and 
crowding  each  other,  and  conversing  as  they  go,  and  taking  their  seats  as  they 
enter. 

There  is  a  want  of  decorum  in  the  behavior  of  the  prisoners.  We  were  met 
by  bold  staring  by  those  who  left  their  work  to  gaze  at  us,  and  by  looks,  whether  in 
smiles  or  frowns,  which  indicated  an  unsubdued  and  audacious  spirit  in  the  culprits. 

In  the  yard  of  the  Prison,  during  working  hours,  numbers  of  them  are  to  be 
seen  walking  to  and  fro,  in  pairs,  in  free  and  earnest  conversation.  Others  were 
sitting  in  perfect  idleness. 

The  opportunity,  which  exists  in  the  Prison,  for  conversation  among  the  pris- 
oners, and  for  the  circulation  of  opinions  and  intentions  within,  and  information 
from  without,  is  an  evil  destructive  of  all  sound  disciphne.  These  are  partly  owing 
to  the  faulty  construction  of  the  Prison  itself,  which  compels  the  keeper  to  lodge 
so  many  convicts  in  each  room,  a  defect  which  we  shall  hereafter  have  occasion 
to  advert  to  as  the  fruitful  source  of  many  other  mischiefs.  But  the  evil  is  also 
partly  owing  to  causes  which  might  be  removed  by  more  perfect  internal  regula- 
tions, even  in  the  present  state  of  the  Prison. 

By  usage  with  those  who  contract  for  the  work  of  any  division  of  the  prisoners, 
the  contractors  and  their  agents  have  constant  access  to  the  men  employed,  in  rela- 
tion to  their  work.  The  keeper  and  officers  have  often  stated  this  to  us  as  the 
source  of  many  irregularities.     The  contractor  naturally  wishes  to  encourage  the 
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men  to  work  well  anfl  fast;  for  this  purpose  bribes  are  promised,  and  those  bribes 
are  tobacco,  snuff  and  spirits.  }]ut  we  are  iiiibrmed  by  the  olHcers,  that  the  men 
fsent  by  the  contractors  ofien  bring  in  tiiese  articles,  and  barter  them  with  the 
prisoners  for  stolen  articles  of  prison  manufacture.  There  is  no  risk,  wliicli  the  con- 
victs vrill  not  incur,  nor  sacrifice  to  whicli  t'lcy  will  not  submit,  to  obtain  tobacco 
and  rum,  which  then  become  the  subject  of  an  internal  secret  trade  in  the  Prison. 
'•  We  mention  two  examples  of  the  effect  gf  conversation,  and  of  tlie  circulation 
of  news. 

"  Some  time  since,  an  opinion  was  gener:vl  in  the  Prison,  that  a  particular 
prisoner  had  turned  informer.  A  conspiracy  v/as  formed  to  punish,  or  probably  to 
kill  that  prisoner;  and  he  was  with  difficulty  rescued  by  the  keeper,  after  having 
been  set  upon  and  dangerously  stabbed.  It  is  a  kind  of  common  law  among  theui 
to  punish  informers  at  discretion. 

'•  We  personally  saw  the  efFoct  of  the  terror  inspired  by  tliis  cxt.i.:p-c ;  and  we 
saw  with  mortification,  how  little  the  keeper,  with  his  turnkeys  and  militarv 
^•uard,  deems  himself  able  to  protect  a  prisoner  thus  suspected.  One  of  us  had 
occasion,  in  pursuance  of  an  object  mentioned  in  another  part  of  this  report,  to 
have  a  secret  examination  of  a  prifjoncr,  who  was  at  work  in  the  3'ard.  But  the 
keeper  thought  it  was  not  safe  for  that  prisoner,  to  call  him  away  from  his  ^\'t)rk, 
without  making  a  plausible  pretext  for  it ;  and  the  prisoner,  v/ho  was  willing  to 
give  the  information  required,  was  examined  in  a  remote  and  private  room,  and 
trembled  at  the  danger  of  being  seen  in  our  company. 

••  The  manner  in  wliich  visitors  are  admitted  to  the  Prison  is  among  the  worst 
evils  that  attend  the  institution.  One  prisoner  was  visited  by  four  different  v.'omen, 
each  claiming  to  be  his  wife.  The  female  acquaintance  of  the  prisoners  are  con- 
tinuall}'^  admitted,  under  the  name  of  relations.  The  throng  of  visitors  is  incessant, 
and  becomes  to  the  prisoners  a  perpetual  exhibition  to  gaze  at,  to  draw  them 
from  their  labor,  and  relieve  the  tediousness  of  confinement.  Rum,  snuff,  tobacco, 
mone}',  tools,  letters  and  messages,  are  introduced  more  or  less  frequently.  In- 
trigues with  state  prison  solicitors  and  pardon  brokers,  are  in  perpetual  agitation. 
"  All  we  saw  or  heard  in  that  Prison,  goes  to  show  among  the  convicts  an  un- 
subdued temper  of  mind,  and  in  the  officers  an  imperfect  control,  supported  not 
wliolly  upon  the  submission  of  the  convicts,  but  partly  also  depending  on  tlieir 
good  will,  and  influenced  by  their  opinions  and  feelings." 

We  give  the  opposite,  concerning  the  Prison  at  Auburn,  in  the 
language  of  the  commissioners  to  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania. 

They  say, 

'*  Having,  previously  to  our  visit  to  Auburn,  in:sj)ected  the  Prisons  in  tiie  cities  of 
Philadelphia  and  New  York,  we  were  forcibly  struck  with  the  contrast  that  pre- 
sented itself  in  the  general  character  and  deportment  of  the  inmates  of  the  former 
Prison  with  those  of  the  two  latter.     Tlie  quiot,  orderly,  humble,  and  apparentlv 
contrite  demeanor  of  the  convicts  at  Auburn,  their  exact  attention  to  their  respec- 
tive labors,  the  results  of  that  labor  as  evidenced  in  the  different  productions  ex- 
hibited, and  the  general  neatness  and  propriety  of  every  department  in  the  in- 
stitution, produced  the  same  agreeable  impression  upon  us,  that  has  been  felt  bv 
nearly  all  t'le  numerous  visitors  of  that  Prison.    Having  satisfied  ourselves  that  no 
conversation,  or  other  communication  of  any  nature  v/hatever,  could  exist  between 
the  convicts  at  night,  after  they  v/ere  locked  in  their  respective  cells,  we  turned 
our  attention  particularly  to  their  relative  situation  during  the  period  of  joint  labor, 
with  a  view  to  the  difficult  problem  of  the  practicability  of  conducting  such  labor 
without  intercourse  between  the  convicts.     The  result  of  our  examination  and  in- 
quiries was  a  conviction,  that  by  due  supervision,  and  by  the  prompt  and  certain 
punishment  of  offenders,  it  was  practicable  and  easy  to  exclude  all  communication 
between  convicts  under  such  circumstances.  Numerous  facts  mioht  be  adduced  to 
prove  that  each  convict  is  by  force  of  discipline  rendered  an  insulated  being;  and 
for  all  the  purposes  of  penitentiary  punishment  is  as  effectually  secluded,  as  if 
confined  during  the  day  as  well  as  night  in  a  solitary  cell.     We  witnessed  nothin;^ 
of  that  severity  and  oppression,  which  some  worthy  persons  have   supposed  to 
accompany  every  motion  of  this  institution.     Great  firmness,  and  a  determination 
to  enforce  strictly  the  police  of  the  Prison,  appeared  in  the  officers,  and  entir*? 
submission  and  humility  were  displayed  by  the  convicts ;  but  the  latter  seemed  to 
us  no  more  than  what  was  becoming  and  needful  on  the  part  of  criminals   as  an 
atonement  to  violated  law ;  and  the  former  has  been  proved  by  all  experience  to 
be  necessary  in  the  government  of  Penitentiaries." 
15 
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We  give  the  character  of  the  discipline  at  Sing  Sing,  in  the  lan- 
guage of  Basil  Hall,  a  Captain  in  the  Royal  Navy  of  Great  Britain, 
to  Hon.  C.  D.  Golden,  of  New  York. 

"  There  are  now  200  convicts  (this  number  has  since  been  increased  to  Jj^C)  at, 
work,  with  ten  superintendents  only,  together  with  a  guard  often  more,  inchiding- 
Capt.  Lynds,  and  the  officers  of  the  Prison.  We  walked  round  and  round  the 
whole  premises,  and  I  cannot  express  to  you  how  much  I  was  astonished  by  what 
1  saw,  and  in  truth  to  be  duly  felt  it  must  be  seen.  The  silence  was  as  profound  as 
if  the  workmen  had  been  made  of  the  marble  they  were  employed  in  heaving,  i 
know  enough  of  our  naval  discipline,  and  of  its  principles,  to  be  sensible  of  the 
great  advantages,  which  a  rigid  adherence  to  this  rule  of  discipline  affords.  In 
fact,  it  is  the  main  spring  of  the  whole,  and  together  with  the  inflexible  rule  of 
following  every  offence  with  punishment,  and  doing  every  thing  by  rule  and  com- 
pass, is  the  explanation  of  his  wonderful  success.  Its  simplicity  too  is  a  great 
recommendation,  for  it  will  not  require  the  same  talents  to  continue  the  system,  as 
it  has  to  devise  and  put  it  to  the  proof." 

We  have  done  with  the  contrast  in  regard  to  discipline. 

Make  now  the  contrast  in  regard  to  health.  Stephen  Allen,  in 
a  late  letter  to  Mr.  Roscoe,  states  the  bill  of  mortality  in  the  old  State 
Prison  in  New  York,  for  a  course  of  years,  at  7  per  cent.  It  appears 
by  official  reports,  that  the  bill  of  mortality  at  Auburn,  is  about  2  per 
cent.  ;  making  a  difference,  supposing  the  number  of  convicts  to  be 
500,  of  twenty-five  lives  annually.  This  would  be  felt  to  be  a  great 
difference  if  it  was  made  by  the  hands  of  a  public  executioner.  From 
1797  to  1823,  six  hundred  and  twenty-one  died  in  New  York  at  the 
State  Prison;  while  out  of  the  same  number,  at  the  rate  of  mortality 
at  Auburn,  only  two  hundred  and  forty-five  would  have  died ;  saving 
in  one  Prison,  during  twenty-six  years,  three  hundred  and  seventy- 
six  lives. 

Make  now  the  contrast  in  regard  to  expense.  The  amount  appro- 
priated by  the  Legislature,  in  some  of  the  most  costly  years,  for  cur- 
rent expenses  in  the  old  State  Prison  in  New  York,  was  as  follows  : 


1799, 

$18,222  30 

1803, 

$21,953  18 

1807, 

$23,100 

1809, 

30,000 

1812, 

30,000 

1817, 

30,000 

1818, 

35,000 

1819, 

30,689  70 

Total  amount  appropriated  in  eight  years,  two  hundred  and  twenty- 
four  thousand  nine  hundred  and  sixty-five  dollars  and  eighteen  cents. 

Total  amount  appropriated  by  the  State  for  the  same  purposes  in 
the  same  Prison,  from  Dec.  31,  1797,  to  Dec.  31,  1823,  four  hundred 
and  thirty-seven  thousand  nine  hundred  and  eighty-seven  dollars  and 
ninety-seven  cents.  The  average  number  of  prisoners,  during  the 
same  period,  was  four  hundred  and  seventy-one. 

At  the  Auburn  Prison,  the  number  of  convicts  being  five  hundred 
and  fifty,  the  keeper  states  their  support  for  the  present  year  to  be, 
including  the  salary  of  the  officers,  thirty-four  thousand  five  hundred 
and  four  dollars,  and  their  earnings  to  be  thirty-three  thousand  five 
hundred  and  four  dollars ;  leaving  a  balance  of  one  thousand  dollars 
against  the  Institution  ;  for  which  the  fees  for  the  admission  of  visitors 
will  nearly  provide.     In  view  of  this  estimate,  the  keeper  remarks, 

"  It  is  highly  gratifying  to  believe  that  the  period  has  arrived,  when 
state  criminals  can  be  made  to  support  themselves,  while  enduring 
the  sentence  of  the  law,  and  at  the  same  time  be  subject  to  a  course 
of  moral  and  reformatory  discipline."     As  a  matter  of  fact,  no  draufr)^* 
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was  made  upon  the  treasury  of  the  State  for  the  support  of  the  Auburn 
Prison  during  the  last  year.  And  this  fact  is  particularly  alluded  to 
by  the  lamented  Clinton,  in  his  last  message  to  the  Legislature,  in 
terms  of  high  commendation.  Thus  we  have  the  contrast  in  regard  to 
expense. 

Make  now  the  contrast  in  regard  to  recommittals,  and  cases  of 
reformation.  The  whole  number  of  prisoners  discharged  from  the  old 
State  Prison  in  New  York,  in  twenty-six  years  from  Dec.  1797,  was 
3997.  Of  this  number,  four  hundred  and  ninety-four  were  committed 
a  second  time,  and  sixty-one  a  third,  fourth  or  fifth  time. 

In  1816,  43G  committed,  38  a  second  time,  9  a  third  or  more  times. 

"  1817,  307  committed,  32  a  second  time,  1  a  third  time. 

''  1818,  232  committed,  25  a  second  time,  2  a  third  or  more  times. 

'-  1819,  184  committed,  18  a  second  time,  2  a  third  or  more  times. 

"  1820,  231  committed,  19  a  second  time,  1  a  third  time. 

"  1821,  202  committed,  22  a  second  time,  1  a  third  time. 

"  1822,  175  committed,  18  a  second  time,  1  a  third  time. 
At  Auburn,  1826,  133  committed,  4  a  second  time,  0  a  third  time. 

From  a  deficiency  of  recommittals  at  Auburn,  we  give  information 
of  an  opposite  character,  showing  what  proportion  of  those  who  have 
been  heard  from  are  reformed  ;  stating  only  the  initials  of  the  names, 
the  crime  for  which  they  were  committed,  the  character  before  com- 
mitment, the  character  since,  and  the  time  of  the^"  discharge.  This 
statement  is  made  on  the  authority  of  letters  recc./  -  irom  postmasters, 
sheriffs,  district  attorneys,  and  other  public  officers,  in  answer  to  inqui- 
ries made  of  them  by  the  keeper  of  the  Prison. 

Crime. 


Initials. 
W.  S. 

C.  R. 
N.  C. 
A.  B. 
A.  M.  B 
E.  W. 
P.  D. 
VV.  P. 
J.  C. 

L.  R. 
E.  P. 
J.  H. 
O.  S. 
VV,  fl. 
J.  O. 
O.  !^. 
J.S. 
J.  M. 
H.  C. 
J.  C. 
J.  C.  P. 
VV.  L. 
P.  T. 
J.  C. 

D.  R. 
S.N. 
J.  G. 
A.  B. 
H.  A. 
A.  D. 
J.F. 
J.  G. 


Forgery. 

Burglary. 

Ct.  money. 

Forgery. 

Pet.  larceny. 

Cons,  to  cheat. 

Forgery. 

G.  larceny. 

G.  larceny. 

G.  larceny. 

Ct.  money. 

Bigamy. 

G.  larceny. 

Perjury. 

Felony. 

G.  larceny. 

Attempt  to  rape. 

Manslaughter. 

G.  larceny. 

Assault  to  murder. 

Arson. 

Breaking  jail. 

Manslaughter. 

Forgery. 

Ct.  money. 

Forgery. 

Breaking  jail. 

Pet.  larceny. 

Arson. 

Perjury. 

Assault  to  rape. 

Perjury. 


D.  P. M.N.  Forgery 
M.  S.  Perjury. 
J.  I.  H.  Forgery. 
H.  D.  L.  Arson. 
J.  B.  Arson. 

J.  P.  Ct.  money. 

E.  S.  Burglary. 
C.  S.  Ct.  money. 


Before  conviction. 

Intemperate. 

Habits  good. 

Intemperate. 

Not  good. 

Unsteady. 

Not  known. 

Not  known. 

Dishonest. 

Good. 

Industrious. 

A  profligate. 

Habits  bad. 

Bad. 

Bad. 

Unsteady. 

Vicious. 

Intemperate. 

Notoriously  bad. 

Not  known. 

Abandoned. 

Fair  character. 

Suspicious. 

Intemperate. 

Drunkard. 

Not  known. 

Not  known. 

Not  good. 

Intemperate. 

Not  known. 

Drunken. 

Not  known. 

Not  known. 

Intemperate. 

A  bad  man. 

Intemperate. 

Bad. 

Intemperate. 

Not  good. 

Bad. 

Worthless. 


Since  discharged. 
Sober  and  honest. 
Industrious  and  temperate. 
More  temperate. 
Conduct  good. 
Conduct  good. 
Conducts  with  propriety. 
Conduct  good. 
Same  as  before  conviction. 
Deranged. 

Steady  and  industrious. 
Steady  and  industrious. 
Improved, 
Bad. 

Q.wiet  and  respectable. 
Habits  correct. 
Much  improved. 
Somewhat  improved. 
Greatly  improved. 
Industrious  and  honest. 
A  reformed  ir.an. 
Uniformly  good. 
Not  much  improved. 
Greatly  improved. 
Habits  still  bad. 
Industrious  and  orderly. 
Industrious  and  orderly. 
Better  citizen. 
Appears  reformed. 
Very  good  character. 
Loose,  drunken  fellow. 
Steady  and  industrious. 
Industrious,  good  citizen. 
Conduct  bad. 
No  wise  improved. 
Steady  and  industrious. 
Nothing  unfavoral)le. 
Steady  and  industrious. 
Character  good. 
Conduct  irreproachable. 
In  jail  again. 


Date  of  discharge. 
Jany. 1826. 
Mar.  1826. 
July,  1827. 
Sept.  1823. 
Au?.  1827. 
Sept.  182,3. 
Mar.  1824. 
Feby.  1822. 
Jany.  1826. 
Sept.  1825. 
Oct.  1824. 
June,  1822. 
To  canal. 
Mar.  1828. 
June,  1826. 
Apr.  1826. 
Jany. 1822. 
Mar.  1826. 
June,  1835. 
June,  1327. 
July,  1826. 
Mar.  1826. 
Julv,  1827. 
Aug.  1826. 
Apr.  1820. 
Feby.  1821. 
Apr.  1825. 
Nov.  1826. 
July,  1822. 
Jany. 1822. 
Mar.  1822. 
Mar.  1821. 
Dec.  1825. 
Oct.  1826. 
Oct.  1826. 
May,  1827. 
Aug.  1826. 
Sept.  1819. 
Feb.  1826. 
Nov.   1326. 
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C.i 


Initials. 
E.  C.  D, 
L.  W. 

\v.  M. ; 

G.  M. 
A.  C. 
A.  P. 

j:.  k. 
j;.  B.D. 

C.  F. 
«.  H. 
J.M.C. 
.1.  JI. 
.".  C. 
J  I.  If. 

J.  K. 
Vv'.  P. 
J.  P.. 
P.  C. 
J.L. 
E.  A. 
t^.  B. 
P.  1). 
T.  H. 
i- .  Y. 
.\.  P. 
J.  V. 
CD. 
N.  B. 
-\V.  B. 
I).  L. 


J.K. 

G.  I ).  B. 
If.  II. 

n.  s, 

A.  A. 
J.  T. 
A.  M.  D 
H,  R. 
J.  R. 
T.  M. 
A.  B. 
J.  H. 

A.  H. 
R.  R. 
B.N. 
S.  S. 

B.  8. 
Indian. 
F.  G. 
11.  W. 
P.  II. 
J.  D. 
R.  F. 
P.  C. 
L.  L. 
J.  P.  C. 
Ji.  M. 
J.  VV. 
S.  S.  If. 
i).  D.  B. 
(5.  K, 

J.  VV. 
R.  D. 
Vv'.  D. 
D.  S. 
.l.T. 
A.  V.  T. 
.].  K. 
J.B. 

L.  VV.  y] 

U.  €. 
.T.P. 
J.  P. 
A.  P. 
J.  P. 
J.  M.  D. 
A.  H. 


Crime.  Before  conviction.  Since  discharged.  Date  of  discharge. 

G.  larceny.  Not  known.  Honest,  fair  character.  Apr.   18:-4. 

Forgery.  Bad.  Bad.  To  canal. 

J.  G.  larceny.  Old  convict.  Bad.  Feby.  1&24. 

Manslaughter.  Habits  bad.  Not  improved.  Julv,  1818. 

G.  larceny.  Not  known.  Nothing  improper,  June,  1824. 

do.  Intemperate.  Cliaracter  good.  Mar.  I8r3i). 

do.  do.  do.  Apr.    18-25, 

do.  do.  do.  Apr.    1805. 

do.  Very  bad.  In  jail  for  larceny.  Aug.  1896. 

Manslaughter.  Intemperate.  Much  improved.  Nov.   1823. 

Assault  to  murder.  do.  Sober,  discreet  man.  Apr.    1824. 

Ct.  money.  Suspicious.  Industrious  and  honest.  Nov.   1803. 

Forgery.  Not  known.  Character  and  conduct  good.  Aug.  1819. 

Ct.  money.  do.  Very  respectable.  Feby,  1821. 

Forgery.  Dissipated.  Steady  and  industrious.  Jany.  IBOO- 

Burglary.  Thievish.  Entirely  reformed.  Mar.  1805. 

G.  larceny.  Not  the  best.  Respectable  and  pious,  Juij'j  1801. 

Ct.  money.  Suspected.  Good  moral  character.  Jauy.  ISCt). 

Perjury.  Intemperate.  Temperate  and  industrious.  Ju'yj  1827. 

G.  larceny.  Unsteady.  Behaves  well.  June,  1807. 

do.  Good.  do.  .June,  1807. 

Bigamy.  Drunkard.  No  wise  altered.  July,  IbOtL 

Breaking  jail.  Not  known.  Habits  good.  Aug.  leOti. 

Misdemeanor.  do.  More  industrious  and  sober.  Jany.  1803. 

G.  larceny.  Dishonest.  Conduct  honest  and  upright.  Oct.     1806. 

Forgery.  Retbrmation  appears  real.  Apr.    I82G, 

do.  Dissipated.  Thoroughly  reformed.  Sept.  180G. 

G.  larceny.  Bad.  Well  esteemed.  Feby.  1825. 

Forgery.  Indolent.  Conduct  very  good.  June,  I8:;7. 

G.  larceny.  Not  known.  Good  inhabitant.  Nov.   182G. 

Aiding  escape.  Ratlinr  loose.  Good,  to  a  proverb.  Apr.    1820. 

Forgery.  Not  very  good.  Behaves  with  strict  propriety.  Nov.  1826. 

G.  larceny.  Not  known.  An  honest,  industrious  man.  Apr.    1818. 

Perjury.  Intemperate.  Perfectly  regular.  June,  1827. 

Ct.  money.  Ui;steady.  Sustains  a  lair  character.  Jany.  1807. 

Forgery.  Intemperate.  Manifest  reformation.  Sept.  1821. 

Perjury.  Character  good.  Industrious  and  thrifty.  •''alyj  1821. 

Ct.  money.  Simple.  Honesty  not  suspected.  Jany.  1822. 

do.  Dissipated.  Reformed.  Apr.    1823. 

G.  larceny.  Bad.  Intemperate.  Apr.  1820. 

do.  Intemperate.  do.  Sept.  1819. 

Forgery.  Not  good.  No  bad  habits.  June,  1824. 

Ct.  money.  Not  known.  Cliaracter  good.  Dec.    1822. 

Perjury.  Bad.  Continues  bad.  Oct.    1819. 

do.  Not  known.  Decent,  sober  man.  Feby.  1822. 

G.  larceny.  Not  the  best.  Neighbors  speak  well  of  him.  June,  1820. 

do.  Not  known.  Nothing  against  him.  June,  1822. 

do.  Intemperate.  Deranged.  June,  1826. 

do.  Not  known.  A  good  citizen.  Jany.  1827. 

Forgery.  Bad.  Rather  improved.  May,  1826. 

Ct.  money.  Not  known.  Exemplary.  Apr.    1825. 

G.  larceny.  Not  described.  Behaves  much  better.  To  canal. 

Ct.  money.  Vicious.  A  wholesome  citizen.  Jany.  1822. 

Forgery.  Dishonest.  A  good  citizen.  Dec.    1820. 

G.  larceny.  Bad.  Behaves  very  well.  June,  1827. 

Forgery.  Simple.  do.  do.  Feby.  1818. 

Perjury.  Very  bad.  Is  bad  still.  Apr.    1824. 

G.  larceny.  Intemperate.  Steady  and  industrious.  June,  1827. 

Arson.  Kot  specified.  Doing  well.  Oct.     1826. 

Ct.  money.  Very  bad.  Has  the  confidence  of  community.       June,  1826. 

do.  Good.  Much  respected.  Mar.   1824. 

Breaking  jail.  Not  described.  Steady  and  industrious.  Aug.  1820. 

Ct.  money.  do.  Very  good.  Oct.     1826. 

do.  Intemperate.  Much  reformed.  July,  1826. 

As.  to  rape.  Habits  bad.  Much  as  before.  Apr.    1807. 

Ct.  money.  Not  described.  Reformed.  Nov.   1824. 

Forgery.  Respectable.  Suspicious.  Jany.  1826. 

do.  Very  bad.  Habits  good.  June,  1837. 

do.  Intemjierate.  Intemperate  and  thievish.  Sept.  1819. 

Burglary.  Habits  bad.  Improved.  May,  1824. 

G.  larceny.  Not  very  good.  Conduct  good.  June,  1826. 

do.  Not  known.  Industrious  and  thriving.  Jany.  1820. 

Perjury.  A  bad  man.  Much  improved.  July?  1826. 

.  Forgery.  Dangerous  man.  Dishonest  yet.  Feby.  1804. 

Perjury.  Not  described.  Good  citizen.  Canal  1822. 

At.  to  rape.  Intemperate.  Behaves  much  better.  Apr.    1826. 

Perjury.  Not  described.  Much  improved.  June,  1820. 

Ct.  money.  I'-ot  very  bad.  Character  good.  Apr.    1824. 

G.  larceny.  Very  vicious.  Much  reformed.  June,  1827. 

do.  Not  described.  do.  Bee.    1826. 

do.  Worthless.  Worthless  still.  Oct.    1826. 
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Initials. 

Crime. 

Before  conviction. 

Since  discharged. 

Dale  of  discharge. 

W.  M. 

G.  larceny. 

Not  described. 

Conducts  well. 

Apr.    182.'). 

s.  s. 

Burglary. 

Generally  good. 

A  trust-wortby  man. 

Aug.  IfrZi. 

A.  C. 

Ct.  money. 

Vicious. 

A  pretty  fair  cliaracter. 

Apr.    182o. 

A.  P. 

Breaking  jail. 

Intemperate. 

Habits  mucli  improved. 

June,  18Jt). 

J.  c.  c. 

Ct.  money. 

Not  known. 

Honest  and  industrious. 

Oct.    1836. 

D.J. 

G.  larceny. 

Vicious. 

Not  altered. 

Dec.    182<3. 

11.  L. 

Forgery. 

Good. 

Good. 

Apr.    18-25. 

A.  P. 

Ct.  money. 

Unsteady. 

Character  good. 

Apr.    ^624. 

J.  P. 

G.  larceny. 

Not  described. 

Greatly  improved. 

May,  182^. 

A.  W. 

Ct.  money. 

Very  bad. 

Considerably  improved. 

Feby.  l&2\. 

J.  T.  L. 

Forgery. 

Decent. 

Remarkably  industrious 

Aug.  lam. 

J.  1]. 

Ct.  money. 

Not  known. 

In  Prison. 

Sept.   ]8-£i. 

c.  w.  s. 

Forgery. 

Very  good. 

Very  good. 

Dec.    ](S-rj. 

M.  L. 

]*crjury. 

Not  known. 

Stimulates  too  high. 

Sept.  ]>i-24. 

N.  D. 

Ct.  money. 

Not  very  jjood. 

Steady  and  industrious. 

Feby.  1824. 

L.J. 

Perjury. 

Not  very  bad. 

Altered  for  tlic  better. 

Mar.   18^.5. 

W.  L. 

Ct.  money. 

Bad. 

Still  bad. 

June,  185,5. 

{^.  Y.  S. 

do. 

Idle. 

Greatly  improved. 

Dec.    18-21. 

J.  I).  S. 

G.  larceny. 

Not  given. 

No  reforn)ation. 

Feby.  18:2^,. 

D.  Y. 

do. 

Very  bad. 

Inoffensive. 

Feby.  lo-:j. 

J.  C.  F. 

Perjury. 

Extremely  bad. 

Intemperate. 

Jany.  ].h2.). 

J.  fc?. 

G.  larceny. 

Irregular. 

Attentive  to  business. 

Dec.    1824. 

J.  F. 

Forgery. 

A  prudent  man. 

Good  character. 

Aug.   18-2f>. 

s.c. 

Perjury. 

Rude. 

Much  reformed. 

Sept.  18-25. 

J.R. 

G.  larceny. 

Not  described. 

Much  improved. 

Jany.  1823. 

D.  B. 

Ct.  money. 

do. 

do.         do. 

May,  lb2.i. 

E.  B. 

do. 

do. 

do.         do. 

May,  1825. 

H.  P. 

do. 

Not  known. 

Not  a  very  bad  man. 

Aug.   18-2o. 

J.  M. 

Perjury. 

Intemperate. 

Conduct  correct. 

Sept.  18-i3. 

J.  P. 

Forgory. 

Not  known. 

Dissipated. 

June,  1825. 

P.  S. 

Perjury. 
G.  larceny. 

Very  had. 

Habits  good. 

Apr.    1^4. 

E.  B. 

Old  ofl'^nder. 

Habits  bad. 

Aug.  1823. 

P.  W.  VV 

do. 

Not  known. 

'I'liievish. 

Apr.    1826. 

J.  \V.  B. 

Ct.  money. 

do. 

Till  of  late,  very  good. 

Feby.  18-2U. 

J.  VV. 

G.  larceny. 

Very  vicious. 

In  Prison. 

Dec.    1821. 

P.  B. 

do. 

No',  known. 

"Well  esteemed. 

Mar.   1820. 

A.  G. 

Ct.  money. 

Intemperate. 

Steady,  industrioas. 

Apr.    18-2.0. 

W.  R. 

G.  larceny. 

Not  known. 

Habits  good. 

Nov.   1825. 

O.G. 

Ct.  money. 

Not  staled. 

A  good  man. 

Aug.  1821. 

Of  the  number  contained  in  the  above  table,  which  amounts  to  IBO, 
one  hundred  and  twelve  are  described  as  decidedly  steady  and  indus- 
trious, or  very  greatly  improved  ;  12  as  somewhat  reformed  ;  2  as  not 
much  improved  ;  4  with  respect  to  whom  nothing  very  particular  was 
known,  but  nothing  unfavorable  ;  2  as  rather  suspicious  characters  ;  2 
as  deranged  ;  and  2(3  as  decidedly  bad.  Thus  it  appears  that  the 
cases  of  reformation  are  as  encouraging  at  Auburn,  as  the  cases  of  re- 
committal are  discouraging  in  New  York.  We  have  finished  the  con- 
trast in  regard  to  discipline,  health,  expense,  recommittals,  and  cases  of 
reformation,  in  these  Prisons. 

Make  now  the  contrast  between  the  condition  of  youth  and  children 
in  the  old  Penitentiaries,  and  their  condition  in  the  Houses  of  Refuge 
in  New  York  and  Boston.  Their  condition  in  the  old  Penitentiaries 
cannot  be  fulli/  described  ;  because  a  part  only  of  what  they  have 
suffered  is  known,  and  a  part  only  of  what  is  known  concerning 
the  injury  which  they  have  suffered,  can  with  propriety  be  published. 
Some  circumstances,  however,  of  their  situation  before  and  after  con- 
finement, may  be  mentioned,  sufficient  to  form  one  part  of  the  con- 
trast. They  may  have  had  no  parents,  and  no  guardian  or  family 
friend,  to  provide  for  them  and  send  them  to  school ;  or  they  may  have 
had  an  intemperate  father  ;  or,  as  is  sometimes  the  case,  an  intempe- 
rate father  and  mother,  and  have  been  the  objects  of  their  cruelty. 
They  may  have  been  persuaded  or  bribed,  in  these  circumstances  of 
want  and  suffering,  to  steal ;  or  they  may  have  been  driven  to  a  course 
of  vice  by  hunger  and  nakedness.  They  may  never  have  been  taught 
15*  C 
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the  moral  law,  and  never  had  an  example  before  them  to  prove  the 
value  of  good  conduct.  The  fir&t  thing  they  sav/,  when  they  opened 
their  eyes  upon  the  world,  was  some  form  of  vice  ;  the  first  thing  they 
heard,  the  voice  of  anger  and  contention.  There  w^as  no  Bible  in  the 
house,  no  place  of  prayer,  no  regular  time  in  which  to  receive  their 
daily  bread.  If  they  v/ere  sent  out  to  beg,  they  received  on  their  re- 
turn less  than  enough  to  satisfy  their  hunger,  or,  when  they  came  home, 
found  their  parents  drunk,  or  the  father  drunk  and  the  mother  a  victim 
of  his  brutal  force,  and  themselves  exposed,  as  soon  as  they  entered  the 
house,  to  the  same  treatment.  Under  these  and  similar  circumstances, 
which  are  not  of  frequent  recurrence  in  the  country,  but  very  frequent 
in  our  large  cities,  these  children  and  youth  have  been  trained,  till  they 
v/ere  arrested  and  committed  to  Prison.  To  prove  that  this  is  not 
fancy,  we  give  an  extract  from  the  Report  of  the  Society  for  the  Pre- 
vention of  Pauperism  in  New  York,  in  which  the  House  of  Refuge  had 
its  origin.  The  Report  from  which  we  make  the  extract,  was  written 
with  great  ability  by  the  lamented  Charles  G.  Haines,  Esq.  but  a  short 
time  before  the  Refuge  was  built,  and  contributed  probably  more  than 
all  other  documents,  to  the  existence  of  this,  first  of  the  kind,  and  most 
useful  establishment.  The  Report,  speaking  of  juvenile  delinquents, 
before  their  conviction,  has  the  following  language. 

"  In  most  instances  they  have  no  inveterate  habits  to  extirpate.  No  moral 
standard  of  conduct  ha?  been  placed  before  their  eyes.  No  faithful  parent  has 
watched  over  them  and  resti'ained  their  vicious  propensities.  Their  lives  exhibit 
a  series  of  aberrations  from  regularity,  a  train  of  accidents  that  has  rendered  them 
the  victims  of  temptation  and  the  sport  of  adversity.  They  have  been  sent  from 
place  to  place,  subsisted  by  }>recarious  means,  or  been  left  to  combat  with  poverty, 
want,  and  the  inclemency  of  the  seasons,  by  the  exercise  of  their  own  ingenuity. 
Every  thing  about  them  has  been  various  and  unsettled,  and  in  the  unfortunate  hour 
of  temptation,  v/hile  under  the  pressure  of  v/ant,  or  when  seduced  into  the  giddy 
vortex  of  depraved  passions,  they  have  offended  against  the  laws  and  been  sentenced 
to  the  State  Prison.  There  are  exceptions  to  these  remarks  in  a  few  solitary  in- 
stances of  premature  and  settled  baseness  ;  but  this  view  has  a  very  extensive  ap- 
plication to  the  cases  of  juvenile  o.Tenders  in  our  large  towns  and  cities.  In  the 
interior  it  is  very  rare  that  boys  arc  indicted  for  crimes." 

These  remarks  are  applicable  to  juvenile  delinquents  before  conviction. 
What  was  their  condition  in  the  old  Penitentiaries?  In  the  language 
of  the  same  valuable  Report,  by  Col.  Haines  ; 

"  Whoever  has  entered  these  abot!c?,  has  seen  youth  of  various  ages,  from  four- 
teen to  tv/enty  years  old,  v\'earing  away  a  portion  of  the  brightest  and  most  precious 
period  of  their  exi:~tcnce  among  felons  of  the  most  abandoned  description,  without 
the  means  of  improving.  It  is  impossible  that  they  should  not  come  forth  prepared 
for  evil  deeds.  The  worst  examples  are  constantly  before  their  eyes.  Morality  is 
ridiculed;  honesty  is  despised,  and  vice  is  set  off  with  every  attraction  that  harden- 
ed guilt  can  suggest."  Again,  "  Our  Penitentiaries  arc  so  many  schools  of  vice  ; 
they  are  so  many  seminaries  to  impart  lessons  and  maxims,  calculated  to  banish 
legal  restraints,  moral  consideration,  pride  of  character,  and  self-regard.  They  have 
their  watch-words,  their  technical  terms,  their  peculiar  language,  and  their  causes 
and  objects  of  emulation.  Let  us  ask  any  sagacious  observer  of  human  nature, 
acquainted  with  the  internal  police  of  our  Penitentiaries,  to  suggest  a  school,  where 
the  commitment  of  the  most  pernicious  crimes  could  be  taught  with  the  most  effect; 
could  he  select  a  plan  more  fertile  in  the  most  pernicious  results,  than  the  indis- 
criminate society  of  knaves  and  villains  of  all  ages  and  degrees  of  guilt  ?"  "  They 
are  nurseries  of  crime  where  the  convict  is  furnished  with  the  expedients  and  shifts 
of  guilt,  and,  with  his  invention  sharpened,  he  is  let  loose  upon  society,  in  a  tenfold 
degree  a  more  daring,  desperate,  and  effective  villain." 
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Such  were  the  piaces  in  Boston,  New  York,  and  Philadelphia,  in 
which  from  three  to  five  hundred  youth  were,  a  few  years  since,  an- 
nually in  a  course  of  instruction  for  a  life  of  infamy.  But  the  sccno 
is  reversed.  In  proof  of  this  we  give  a  true  description  of  the  House 
of  Reformation  at  South  Boston,  from  the  Boston  Daily  Advertiser, 
which,  vv-c  understand,  was  written  by  the  Chief  Justice  of  Massa- 
chusetts. 

'•  The  writer  of  this  having  visited,  by  invitation  of  the  Directors,  the  histita- 
tionfor  the  Reformation  of  Juvenile  Offenders,  at  South  Boston,  was  so  struck  witi: 
the  admirable  management  and  the  practical  results  of  the  system,  that  lie  cannot 
resist  a  desire  to  bring  it  to  the  notice  of  the  public,  in  the  hope  that  it  will  hu 
countenanced  and  cherished  as  one  of  the  most  important  and  useful  establish- 
ments of  our  land. 

Without  seeing  its  operation,  the  very  nature  and  objects  of  the  system  -will 
convince  any  one  that  if  its  practical  execution  should  etjual  its  theoretical  meritt;, 
it  must  have  a  most  favorable  elFect  on  the  morals  and  character  of  the  commu- 
nity. The  youth  of  populous  cities  are  peculiarly  exposed  to  crime  ;  many  ol' 
them  are  almost  driven  to  it  by  necessity.  A  portion  of  them  are  without  parents 
or  natural  friends  ;  others  are  in  a  still  worse  condition,  having  parents  who,  by 
precept  and  example,  encourage  them  in  vicious  courses  ;  and  some,  perhaps  not 
a  few,  are  the  instruments  of  more  guilty  fathers  and  mothers,  who  profit  of  the 
depredation  committed  by  their  children. 

These  unhappy  little  victims  of  neglect,  or  shameful  abuse  of  authority,  are 
hardly  proper  subjects  of  punishment — their  offences  are  not  their  own — they 
have  never  been  taught  the  laws  of  God  or  man,  or,  if  they  have,  it  has  been  only 
that  they  may  despise  them. 

If  any  punishment  should  bo  inflicted,  the  rod  of  the  master  would  be  moro 
suitable  than  tlie  Prison,  where  their  bodies  and  minds  will  be  equally  cramped, 
and  become  incapable  of  any  change  but  that  of  distortion  and  disease.  What 
more  terrible  than  to  immure  in  the  physically  and  morally  foul  apartments  of  a 
jail,  a  child  of  eight  or  ten  years  of  age.  without  means  of  instruction  or  informa- 
tion, and  then  to  turn  iiim  into  the  v/orld  witii  an  atmosphere  a'oout  him  ^vhich 
will  repel  every  thing  fitted  to  purify  his  body  or  his  soul  !  Is  it  not  certain  that 
such  an  outcast  will  return  to  his  v/allowlng,  and  accumulate  filth  and  crime,  till 
he  has  become  fit  for  the  State  Prison  or  the  gallows  ? 

How  deepl}-  does  it  concern  the  community  to  take  these  little  creatures  by  ti\o 
hand,  when  they  shall  have  committed  the  first  offence — withdrav/  them  from  con- 
tamination and  guilt — provide  the  means  of  industry  and  education — soften  thei-: 
minds  to  the  reception  of  moral  and  religious  truth — and  gradually,  by  oer.tle 
treatment  and  wholesome  discipline,  lure  them  into  habits  cf  order,  truth  and  hon- 
esty. Is  there  any  greater  duty  in  a  Christian  country  than  this  ?  Is  it  not 
plucking  brands  from  the  burning,  and  saving  souls  from  death  ?  Is  it  not  tlic 
cheapest  and  the  best  way  of  preserving  the  peace  and  tranquillity  of  the  com- 
munity, and  guarding  the  fruits  of  industry  ? 

If  of  an  hundred  vagrant  boys  and  girls,  thrown  into  the  streets  of  a  city  to  beg 
and  steal,  one  half  the  number  shall  be  taught  to  abhor  the  ways  of  sin,  and  be- 
come honest,  industrious,  useful  citizens,  is  not  more  good  done  than  if,  after  a 
long  course  of  profligacy  and  crime,  they  should  all  come  to  the  gallows  ?  Surely 
the  public  must  be  alive  to  this  subject — and  it  is  matter  of  astonishment  th.at 
until  v/ithin  a  year  or  two,  no  measures  have  been  taken  to  look  into  this  great 
affair,  and  adopt  some  plan  v/hich  shall  lessen,  if  not  cure,  the  enormous  evil  of 
juvenile  punishment  without  reformation. 

But,  thanks  to  the  v/ise  and  vigilant  administration  of  our  City  Government,  a 
system  is  now  established,  sanctioned  by  the  Legislature,  which  promises  a  cer- 
tain and  a  radical  cure. 

I  wish  every  officer  of  our  Government,  every  member  of  our  Legislature,  and 
every  intelligent  citizen  of  Boston,  could  have  been  present  at  the  scene  which  I 
lately  witnessed  at  South  Boston. 

We  first  saw  the  boys,  in  the  whole  about  90,  distributed  in  groups  in  different 
apartments,  all  diligently  employed  in  some  useful  handicraft — cheerful  and  busy, 
in  their  working  clothes,  and  under  the  superintendence  of  one  of  their  number  wlio 
acted  as  monitor.  The  girls,  about  15,  were  at  work  by  themselves,  under  a  woman 
teaching  them  to  sew.    After  a  walk  about  the  grounds,  we  returned  to  the  house, 
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and  found  all  the  boys  with  their  frugal  dress  suits  on,  ready  for  examination  by  the 
superintendent — they  marched  into  the  school-room  in  military  order,  like  young- 
recruits — perfectly  clean,  and  in  a  plain  uniform,  made  at  the  house,  consisting 
of  a  jockey,  blue  j  _  jket  and  white  trowsers,  the  cost  of  a  suit  being  but  one  dollar. 

In  this  examination,  I  could  see  nothing  different  from  what  takes  place  at  our 
common  schools.  In  geography,  grammar,  minor  arithmetic,  they  seemed  to  me 
to  answer  as  well — in  the  elements  of  religion  and  morals  they  appeared  to  have 
been  instructed.  They  followed  the  master  in  one  or  two  simple  hymns,  in  alow 
voice,  literally  making  a  concord  of  sweet  sounds.  And  at  a  signal  they  fell  upon 
their  knees  in  the  most  perfect  order,  and  made  regular  responses  to  a  part  of  the 
church  service  performed  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Wells,  of  the  Episcopal  clergy,  who 
is  instructer,  task-master,  chaplain,  every  thing  in  this  most  interesting  establish- 
ment. And  there  never  vv-as  a  man  Avhom  gentleness,  firmness,  zeal  and  enthu- 
siasm in  a  good  cause,  better  qualified  to  do  this  great  service  to  the  public. 

After  this,  we  resorted  to  the  gymnasium,  and  sure  I  am  that  no  boys  from  the 
best  schools  in  our  city  could  have  shown  more  heart  in  their  merry  gambols — so 
that  afler  this  scene,  and  seeing  them  at  table  with  their  generous  and  wholesome 
food,  which  they  attacked  as  boys  should  do,  it  was  apparent  that  this  mighty 
change  in  their  condition  was  produced  without  any  of  that  austerity  which 
sometimes  kills  in  the  attempt  to  cure. 

I  came  away  delighted  with  this — Prison  shall  I  call  it .''  No — school  of  refor- 
mation, for  such  it  is,  and  ought  to  be  for  such  subjects. 

Here  is  practical  ground  to  go  upon — vice  is  checked  in  the  bud — the  tender 
plant  is  straightened,  and  grows  into  a  tree,  and  will  bear  fruit,  possibly  even  an 
hundred  fold — crime  is  forgotten — a  new  nature  is  formed,  or  new  habits  created, 
and  I  am  much  mistaken  if  society  does  not  feel  the  benefit  in  the  diminution  of 
ofl^enders. — I  am  not  so  sanguine  as  to  suppose  that  every  one  of  these  reclaimed 
young  sinners,  will  continue  in  the  wa3's  of  well-doing,  when  allowed  to  go  out 
at  large — but  I  do  believe  that  as  many  will  go  from  this  school  to  the  workshop, 
the  siirouds,  or  the  plough,  with  as  good  disposition  and  as  honest  hearts,  as  will 
(of  the  same  class  of  boys)  from  any  other  school. 

Persevere,  then,  fathers  of  the  city,  in  maintaining  this  holy  refuge  from  crime 
and  other  destruction — and  you,  the  teacher,  guardian,  father  of  this  once  wretch- 
ed, now  happy  family  of  children,  rest  not  from  your  labors  in  this  glorious  vine- 
yard, for  verily  you  shall  have  your  reward." 

The  whole  number  of  subjects  received  into  the  institution,  thus 
described,  from  its  commencement,  Sept.  20,  1826,  to  April  30,  1828, 
was  143  :  of  whom  26  were  girls.  Of  the  whole  number  received,  26 
have  been  apprenticed  ;  from  nearly  all  of  whom  favorable  returns 
have  been  received  : — and  not  one  of  the  whole  number  received  has 
died. 

Of  the  House  of  Reform,  tiie  Hon.  Edward  Livingston  remarks, 

'•  To  argue  the  utility,  or  to  descant  on  the  humanity  of  this  establishment,  after 
demonstrating  its  justice,  would  be  a  useless  task.  Every  mind  that  has  investi- 
gated the  causes  and  progress  of  crime,  must  acknowledge  the  one ;  every  benev- 
olent heart  must  feel  the  other.  And  even  economy,  cold  calculating  economy, 
after  stating  the  amount  in  dollars  and  cents,  must  confess  that  this  is  a  money- 
saving  institution. 

If  it  is  wise  to  prevent  a  hundred  atrocious  crimes,  by  removing  the  opprobrium 
of  a  venial  fault  and  substituting  instruction  for  punishment ;  if  it  is  the  highest  spe- 
cies of  humanity  to  relieve  from  the  miseries  of  vice  and  the  degradation  of  crime  • 
to  extend  the  operation  of  charity  to  the  mind  ;  and  snatch  with  its  angel  arm  inno- 
cence from  seduction  ;  if  it  be  a  saving  to  society  to  support  an  infiint  for  a  fev/ 
years  a*  school,  and  thereby  avoiding  the  charge  of  the  depredations  of  a  felon, 
for  the  rest  of  his  life,  and  the  expense  of  his  future  conviction  and  confinement; 
then  is  the  school  of  Reform,  a  wise,  a  humane  and  an  economical  institution. 

In  the  city  of  New  York,  there  is  an  establishment  of  this  kind,  which  can 
never  be  visited  but  with  unmixed  emotion  of  intellectual  pleasure.  It  now  con- 
tains one  hundred  and  twenty-five  boys  and  twenty-nine  girls,  for  the  most  part 
healthy,  cheerful,  intelligent,  industrious,  orderly  and  obedient ;  animated  with 
certain  prospect  of  becoming  useful  members  of  society,  who,  but  for  this  estab- 
lishment, would  still  have  been  suffering  under  the  accumulated  evils  attendant  on 
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poverty,  i'jnorance,  an  J  t'.ie  lowest  depravity,  vrit-h  no  other  fulTU'lty  before  thoia 
than  the  PejiitenLiary  or  the  gallows." 

The  whole  number  received  into  the  institution  in  New  York,  from 
Jim.  1,  18^o,  to  Jan.  1,  18:2S,  v/as  377 ;  of  whom  107  were  girls.  Of 
the  whole  number  received,  123  boys  and  38  girls  remained  in  the 
Refuge,  Jan.  1,  1828,  118  boys  and  50  girls  have  been  a])prenticed  ; 
from  whom,  with  very  few  exceptions,  the  most  gratiiying  returns 
have  been  received  :  only  one  has  died,  and  his  death  was  the  result 
of  vicious  imprudence  in  swallowing  a  portion  of  the  tincture  of 
cantharides.  Concerning  the  character  of  these  boys,  before  they  were 
sent  to  the  Refuge,  an  inference  may  be  drawn  from  the  flict,  that  out 
of  tlie  vviiole  number,  377  committed,  225  had  been  in  Bridewell  from 
1  to  7  times,  and  43  had  been  in  the  Penitentiary  from  1  to  3  times. 

The  Reports  of  this  institution  are  three  valuable  documents,  of  50 
or  03  pages  each,  and  may  be  procured  v.ith  great  advantage  by  any- 
Society  or  State,  which  has  in  contemplation  a  similar  establishment 

The  Refuge  in  Philadelphia  will  soon  be  in  operation,  and  we  see 
from  the  a!)ove  contrast,  how  great  a  good  it  has  in  view  for  the 
juvenile  delinquents  of  that  city. 

We  hope  soon  to  see  the  city  of  Baltimore  imitating  the  example  of 
Boston,  New  York,  and  Philadelphia ;  lor  the  condition  of  the  youth 
in  the  Penitentiary  of  Maryland  is  deplorable,  with  one  half  of  tl:«ir 
heads  sliaved  down  to  their  scalps,  mingling  withoui  restraint  in  the 
mirth,  profaneness  and  pollution  of  old  offenders.  Already  it  is  be- 
lieved that  there  are  some  minds  in  the  city  of  Baltimore  av/ake  on 
this  subject;  and  wlien  a  greater  number  of  its  intelligent  citizens 
have  visited  the  Houses  of  Reformation  already  described,  we  confi- 
dently believe  that  the  wealth  and  enterprise  of  Maryland  will  be 
enlisted  for  the  establishment  of  a  House  of  Reformation  for  juvenile- 
delinquents. 

We  shall  specify  no  other  place  for  the  establishment  of  a  similar 
institution,  except  the  one  mentioned  in  the  Third  Report  of  the  New 
York  Society.  We  make  the  following  extract,  believing  that  it  con- 
tains a  suggestion  of  wisdom  : 

"  It  seems  obvious  to  tlie  manager:?,  that  while  the  New  York  Refuge  is  thus  inter- 
posing its  shield  against  the  devastation  of  crime  within  the  limits  of  this  metropwli-?, 
it  ought  to  be  the  timely  concern  of  magistrates,  and  other  enlightened  citizens  in 
the  interior  districts  of  the  State,  to  devise  the  means  of  erecting  a  similar  institution 
in  some  one  of  tlie  most  populous  or  central  places  within  their  confines.  We  shall 
do  no  more  than  make  this  suggestion,  indulging  the  hope,  that  it  willin  due  time 
meet  the  views  of  those,  who  are  competent  to  estimate  its  importance,  and  to  give 
it  all  tlie  efficiency  which  it  may  deserve." 

With  these  suggestions,  we  leave  the  contrast  betvreen  tlie  condition 
of  youth  and  children  in  the  old  Penitentiaries,  and  in  'he  Houses  of  Rei- 
uge  in  New  York  and  Boston  ;  and  thus  conclude  the  statement  in 
answer  to  the  inquiry,  What  other  good  eifects  have  resulted  from 
the  system  of  prison  discipline  recommended  and  partially  introduced. 

What  important  Prisons    in   this  country  remain  unimproved? 

The  Prison  in  Maine  is  not  unimproved  in  construction ;  but  it  is  in 
regard  to  expense,  and  moral  influence.     It  costs  too  much  to  support 
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it,  and  the  system  of  instruction  adopted  would  not  preserve  a  virtu- 
ous agricultural  district  from  sinking,  much  less  will  it  cause  a  State 
Prison  to  rise.  One  short  religious  service  in  a  State  Prison  on  the 
Sabbath,  is  less  efficacious  than  it  would  be  in  a  country  parish  ;  because 
the  habits  of  sin  are  more  inveterate,  and  the  men  are  sunk  beneath  the 
common  level.  It  therefore  becomes  necessary  to  apply  a  moral  pow- 
er, with  a  strength  and  constancy  in  exact  proportion  to  the  resistance 
to  be  met,  and  the  depths  into  which  the  corrupted  mass  has  sunk. 
It  should  be  directly  and  not  inversely  as  the  guilt.  If  there  is  a  place 
on  earth  where  the  means  of  instruction,  by  precept  and  example, 
should  be  used  with  constancy,  power  and  perseverance,  it  is  in  a 
State  Prison. 

In  New  Hampshire,  there  is  no  improvement  in  construction. 
There  is  no  provision  for  instruction  by  the  State.  And  there  is  a 
strange  state  of  things  in  regard  to  income  and  expenditure.  It  will 
be  recollected,  that  for  several  years  the  Prison  has  been  a  source  of  in- 
come, from  $1,000  to  $5,000  annually.  But  it  appears  by  the  warden's 
report  for  the  last  year,  that  the  gain  to  the  institution  was  $145  60 
only,  while  the  profits  of  the  same  year  were  82,924  59.  At  the  same 
time,  while  the  Prison  had  debts  due,  amounting  to  $11,006  07,  only 
$374  47  of  which  were  bad,  it  appears  from  the  records  of  the  Legis- 
lature, that  $3,000  were  appropriated  for  current  use.  These  facts 
show,  in  regard  to  the  New  Hampshire  Prison,  that  it  is  not  only  un- 
improved, but  is  sinking  in  its  character,  particularly  in  regard  to 
current  expenses. 

The  Prison  in  Vermont  remains  unimproved  in  construction  and 
discipline. 

The  Prison  in  Massachusetts  does  not  yet  feel  the  benefits  of  the 
new  Prison  building.  It  so  much  resembles  in  discipline  the  old 
Prison  in  New  York  city,  as  described  by  the  commissioners,  in  the 
extract  which  has  been  given  from  their  Report,  that  it  would  be  diffi- 
cult to  find  language  in  which  to  describe  it  more  truly.  And  in  re- 
gard to  the  expense  of  its  support,  the  change  last  year  was  from  an 
income  of  more  than  $9,000,  to  a  debt  of  more  than  $5,000  ;  making 
a  difference  against  the  State,  in  a  single  year,  of  more  than  $15,GG0. 
The  particulars  of  this  surprising  cha,nge  are  given  in  detail  in  the 
message  of  the  Governor  to  the  Legislature,  in  January,  1828.  How 
long  it  will  be  before  tliis  Prison  will  resemble  those  at  Auburn  and 
Wethersfield,  in  construction,  discipline  and  earnings,  is  a  question 
which  must  remain  unanswered.  A  new  and  good  law  has  been  fram- 
ed and  adopted  witli  great  unanimity  by  the  Legislature.  Nev/  ap- 
pointments have  been  made  by  the  Executive,  under  this  law,  to  fill  the 
offices  of  inspectors,  physician  and  chaplain,  which  give  general  satis- 
faction. It  will  je  extraordinary,  indeed,  if  Massachusetts  cannot,  as 
well  as  Connecticut,  have  a  State  Prison  which  shall  be,  in  all  respects, 
an  honor  to  the  Slate. 

The  Prisons  at  Wethersfield,  Conn. ;  Sing  Sing  and  Auburn,  N.  Y. ; 
and  the  Houses  of  Ilcfugc  in  Boston  and  New  York  city,  we  pass  in 
this  connexion,  in  tern'.s  of  unqualified  approbation.  There  may  be 
Prisons  in  the  world,  which  better  answer  the  purposes  of  justice  and 
mercy,  but  we  have  neither  seen  nor  read  of  them. 

'ilie    State  Prisons  in  New  Jersev    and    Ohio    are    Eon^>ewhat    im- 
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proved  in  regard  to  moral  and  rclioious  instruction  ;  but  unimproved 
in  construction  and  discipline.  The  old  County  Prison  in  Philadel- 
phia, and  the  State  Prisons  in  Kentucky  and  Georgia,  are  altogether 
unimproved.  The  Baltimore  Penitentiary  is  uninipiu\(d  in  discipline. 
The  Virginia  Penitentiary  has  received  more  attention  in  regard  to 
moral  and  religious  instruction,  but  remains  without  any  other  im- 
portant alteration.  The  County  Prisons  in  New  York,  Philadelphia, 
Baltimore,  New  Orleans,  and  most  of  the  other  large  towns  in  the  Uni- 
ted States,  are  unimproved  in  regard  to  construction,  and  require,  in 
aJmost  the  same  degree  as  the  Old  Penitentiaries,  a  suflcient  number 
of  dormitories  to  separate  the  inmates  at  night,  and  suv,ii  a  system  of 
inspection  and  discipline,  as  to  prevent  evil  communication  during  the 
day.  These  important  points  in  prison  discipline  have  been,  to  a  vast 
extent,  neglected  in  County  Prisons,  in  each  of  which  from  one  to 
four  thousand  persons,  of  every  age,  color,  sex,  nation,  and  degree  of 
guilt,  have  been  annually  confined.  When  the  Penitentiaries  are 
properly  constructed  and  managed,  it  may  be  expected  that  these  e?:ten- 
sive  County  Prisons  will  be  subject  to  similar  improvements.  We 
have  thus  shown,  very  briefly,  what  important  Prisons  in  this  country 
remain  unimproved. 

What  is  the  history  of  the  troubles  in  the  Prison  at  Charles- 
town  DURING  THE  LAST  WINTER  ? 

The  Governor  thus  introduced  the  subject  in  his  message,  Jan.  2, 

1828: 

'^  It  is  wdth  much  regret,  that  I  find  occasion  a^ain  to  call  the  special  attention  of 
the  Legislature  to  the  concerns  of  the  State  Prison.  Whence  it  arises,  that  disap- 
pointment in  results  so  often  follows  the  best  promises  of  success,  in  the  affiiirs  of 
that  establishment,  is  not  easily  to  be  explained.  Certain  it  is,  that  some  more  thor- 
ough investigation  is  required  to  discover  the  difficulties  which  may  exist,  than  has 
yet  been  attempted.  In  the  history  of  the  institution,  we  have,  at  one  time,  com- 
plaints of  its  enormous  expense,  and  at  another,  objections  to  its  police  and  discipline. 
The  public  mind  has  never  been  suffered  to  be  long  satisfied  with  its  condition,  or 
well  assured  of  its  future  improvement.  For  the  few  last  years,  the  great  source  of 
disquiet  was  in  the  hopelessness  of  moral  reform  in  the  convicts,  from  the  manner 
of  their  confinement,  and  the  consequent  opportunities  allowed  them  for  association 
and  evil  communications  with  each  other.  Scarcely  is  this  cause  of  uneasiness  re- 
moved, by  an  effectual  provision  of  the  Legislature,  for  the  construction  of  a  build- 
ing to  admit  of  their  greater  restraint,  when  an  unlocked  for  and  astonishing  re- 
verse appears  in  the  business  concerns  of  the  institution.  For  the  three  years  next 
preceding  the  last,  the  annual  reports  had  exhibited  large  balances  of  credit  to  the 
Commonwealth,  from  the  net  earnings  of  the  Prison.  These  balances  respectively, 
in  1824,  approximated  to  four  thou:>and  dollars ;  in  1625,  exceeded  ten  thousand 
dollars ;  and  in  182(i,  amounted  to  nine  thousand  seven  hundred  and  nineteen  dollars 
and  seventeen  cents.  The  accounts  for  the  year  1827,  on  the  other  hand,  now  pre- 
sent a  balance  of  dehit  against  the  Commonwealth  of  more  than  six  thousand  dollars  ; 
thus  producing  a  difference  and  loss  of  nearly  sixteen  thousand  dollars  between  the 
operations  of  the  last  and  the  average  of  the  two  next  preceding  years.  In  the  mean 
time,  there  has  been  no  change  in  the  discipline  of  the  Prison,  by  which  the  labor  of 
the  convicts  has  been  diminished ;  nor  is  a  sufficient  explanation  to  be  found  in  their 
somewhat  reduced  number,  in  the  course  of  the  past  year.  The  erection  of  the  new 
building  can  have  contributed  nothing  (if  the  accounts  are  rightly  stated)  to  the 
occasion  of  the  deficit,  inasmuch  as  the  labor  of  the  convicts  employed  upon  it,  with 
the  cost  of  materials,  and  every  other  expense  thereby  incurred,  are  carried  to  the 
credit  of  the  institution.  The  fact  which  appears,  is  the  more  interesting  and  im- 
portant, as  it  tends  to  defeat  an  expectation  which  had  become  confidently  indulged, 
that,  without  yielding  anything  of  intended  improvement  in  discipline  and  salutary 
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and  moro  severe  restraints,  to  views  of  profit,  the  Prison  might,  nevertheless,  well 
be  made  to  indemnify  the  government  I'rom  expense  in  its  future  support.  The 
liiimmering  of  stone  had  furnished  the  princip:d  proportion  of  the  amount  of  earn- 
ings in  former  accounts,  and  this  empIo3-ment,  decidedly  the  best  adapted  to  the 
character  and  condition  of  healthy  convicts,  was  looked  to,  as  a  certain  and  per- 
manent source  of  productive  labor.  It  has  lamentably  happened,  however,  that 
this  branch  of  business,  both  in  extent  and  in  value,  has  greatly  fallen  off  at  the 
Prison  during  the  year. 

On  receiving  the  Report  of  the  directors,  by  which  the  unfavorable  state  of  the 
T>.ccounts  v/as  tirst  communicated  to  the  Executive,  at  their  annual  visitation  of  the 
Prison  in  October  last,  such  explanations  Vv-crc  orally  requested,  as  the  occasion 
seemed  to  demand.  Subsequently,  upon  the  suggestion  of  the  directors  them- 
soives,  I  addro'jsed  to  them,  as  also  to  the  warden,  written  communications,  pro- 
posing precise  and  definite  interrogatories  upon  the  several  points  of  inquiry, 
whicli  M-ere  deemed  important  to  a  right  understanding  of  tJie  subject.  To  these, 
answers  have  since  been  given,  and  copies  of  the  whole  correspondence,  with  the 
lleports  of  the  officers  of  the  institution,  are  transmitted  for  your  consideration." 

The  subject  liaving  been  thus  introduced  by  the  Governor,  a  joint 
committee  was  raised  in  the  Lecrislature  on  so  much  of  the  message 
as  related  to  the  State  Prison.  This  committee  consisted  of  Messrs. 
Welsh  of  Boston,  Varnum  of  Middlesex,  and  Lincoln  of  Worcester, 
on  the  part  of  the  Senate,  and  of  Messrs.  Holrian  of  Bolton,  Millep. 
of  FrankJin,  Adams  of  Newbury,  and  Green  of  New  Bedford,  on  the 
part  of  the  House. 

The  committee,  immediately  after  it  was  organized,  proceeded  to 
the  investigation,  apparently  v^-ith  a  determination  to  make  thorough 
v.  ork.  y/e  give  an  abstract  of  the  evidence,  and  remarks  upon  it,  as 
tilatcd  by  a  gentleman  of  indefatigable  industry,  who  was  present  at 
t^'^3  trial,  which  was  continued  by  successive  adjournments  during 
bixteen  days.  The  statem.ent  is  premised  with  the  declaration,  "  that 
Ike  fads  were  ohlaincd  hy  personal  attendance,  and  now  exist  in 
minutes  taken  dmni  at  the  rtiGmcnt,  and  in  documents  which  were  evi- 
dence in  the  case.'' 

"  The  foundation  of  the  inquiry  before  the  committee  was  a  report  of  the  directors 
cf  the  Prison,  to  His  Excellency  the  Governor,  in  answer  to  a  series  of  interroga- 
tories, addressed  by  the  Governor  to  the  directors.  The  object  of  these  questions 
v.-as  to  ascertain  the  causes  of  the  dcjicit  of  income  in  tlie  year  1827. 

To  enable  them  to  prepare  these  answers,  they  (i.  e.  the  directors)  applied  to  the 
v^-arden,  and  to  the  over,seer  of  tlie  stone  department,  for  their  respective  answers 
to  the  interrogatories.  Accordingly  each  made  a  report,  independently,  and  with- 
out the  knovv^ledge  of  the  other.  The  directors  received  them  both ;  and  incorpo- 
rated nearly  the  whole  of  the  subordinate  oincer's  report  with  their  own :  of  the 
vv'arden's  statements,  they  took  no  notice,  except  cf  one  sentence,  which,  happen- 
ing to  be  expressed  equivocally,  furnished  an  occasion  for  a  quibble. 

The  report  of  Sinmicl  R.  Jchnsov.  over,'5cer  of  the  stone  department,  and  the  sub- 
ordinate officer  alluded  to,  was  ncarl}'^  all  occupied  in  criminating  the  warden, 
Thomas  HuitIs,  Esq.  and  this  repori,,  so  far  as  it  was  criminatory,  the  directors 
transferred,  almost  verbatim,  to  their  own  communication,  and  gave  it  the  sanction 
of  their  signatures.  We  have  said  that  the  directors  adopted  nearly  the  whole  of 
Johnson's  report,  and  we  spoke  with  this  reserve,  because  there  was  one  part  of 
Johnson's  report  v^^hich  was  not  unfavorable  to  the  warden,  but  tended  to  show  a 
cause  of  deficiency  in  the  revenue  of  the  prison,  which  implied  no  fault  and  con- 
veyed no  censure  of  any  person.  This  part  of  Johnsons  report  the  directors 
neither  copied  nor  noticed. 

The  Governor  referred  the  directors'  report  to  the  General  Court. 

Before  we  proceed  to  state  what  took  place  before  the  committee,  one  remark 
will  be  proper  on  the  composition  of  the  committee.  This  same  subject  was  agitated 
last  3'ear,  and  committed  to  a  committee,  which  sat  twenty-five  days  upon  it,  and 
then  reported  that  they  found  themselves  unable  to  arrive  at  a  satisfactory  result. 
Although  these  labors  were  not  followed  by  any,  or  very  little  practical  benefit,  the 
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examination  of  v/itnosses,  and  documents  by  the  committee,  put  the  individuals 
of  it  in  possession  of  information  of  great  value  and  importance  to  future  inves- 
tigation or  measures  of  reform. 

°On  the  presentation  of  this  subject  to  the  Legislature  at  its  present  session,  it  was 
found  that  in  the  Senate,  there  were  two  geutlcmen  who  were  members  of  the 
*3tate  Prison  committee  of  last  year  ;  and  the  president  of  the  Senate,  re-appointed 
both  of  them,  viz.  Messrs.  Welsh  of  Suftblk,  and  Vanium  of  Middlesex  ;  but  the 
speaker  of  the  House  of  Representatives  did  not  appoint  an  individual  of  the  last 
3'ear's  State  Prison  committee,  on  the  committee  of  the  present  year,  although  two 
of  them  were  again  members  of  the  House,  viz.  Mr.  Thayer  of  Braintree,  and 
Mr.  Townsend  of  Waltham.  The  investigation  was  necessarily  longer  than  it  need 
otherwise  to  have  been,  and  the  patience  nf  those  members,  already  suthciently 
acquainted  with  several  parts  and  steps  of  the  investigation,  was  severely  taxed, 
while  the  fresh  members  were  becoming  as  much  acquainted  with  the  matter  as 
the  former  had  been  made  by  the  twenty-five  days  sittings  of  last  year. 

At  the  first  meeting  of  the  committee,  the  warden  of  the  Prison,  charged  witli 
being  the  cause  of  a  great  pecuniary  loss  to  the  Prison  and  the  State,  and  charged 
with^several  official  misdemeanors,  which,  if  made  out  by  proofs,  must,  and  should 
have  been  fatal  to  him — appeared  by  counsel,  and  asked  of  the  committee  whether 
the  charges  were  to  be  taken  as  true,  or  to  be  supported  by  evidence  to  be  offered 
b}  those  who  made  them,  or  whether  the  whole  subject  was  open,  and  he  might 
defend  himself,  by  showing  the  real  causes  of  the  deficit,  averring  at  the  same 
time,  that  those  stated  by  the  directors  were  not  the  triie  ones. 

The  Hon.  Mr.  Jarris.  (speaker  of  the  House  of  R.epresentatives  and  one  of  the 
directors  of  the  Prison)  for  the  directors,  disclaimed  any  intention  to  accuse  any 
person  whatsoever,  or  to  appear  before  the  committee  as  a  party.  They  made  an 
official  report  to  the  Governor,  had  answered  his  questions,  and  they  would  not  now 
be  a  party  before  the  committee.  The  committee,  after  deliberation,  decided  that 
the  whole  subject  was  open  to  the  testimony  or  observations  of  the  warden,  or  of 
any  other  person,  and  that  the  report  of  the' directors  to  his  excellency  would  be 
ta-ken  as  t'-ue  no  further  than  the  same  should  be  supported  by  evidence.  There- 
upon the  warden  by  his  counsel,  occupied  the  committee  with  witnesses  and  docu- 
ments, to  show  that  the  deficit  did  not  happen  from  the  causes  assigned  by  the 
directors,  and  that  it  might  well  have  happened  from  various  other  caiises. 

We  shall  not  enumerate  all  the  charges  against  the  w^arden,  contained  in  the 
directors'  report.  These  first  occupied  the  attention  of  the  committee,  and  we 
give  one  as  a  specimen. 

Johnson  stated  to  the  directors  in  his  report,  that  the  contract  for  the  Washing- 
ton Bank  might  have  been  had  for  the  State  Prison,  if  the  warden  had  not  taken 
an  undue  number  of  convicts  from  the  stone  shed,  thus  preventing  the  State  from 
deriving  a  great  profit,  as  it  might  have  done,  from  furnishing  the  stone  for  said 
bank  ;  and  concluded  with  asserting,  that  this  contract  was  lost  by  the  negligence 
and  bad  manaorement  of  the  warden. 

Aaron  Baldwin,  Esq.  the  president  of  the  Washington  Bank,  who  made  the 
contract  for  the  new  building,  being  called,  and  sworn,  stated  that  he  apptied  to 
Johnson  to  furnish  the  stone'  IVom  the  State  Prison;  showing  him  the  plans,  and 
stating  how  the  stones  were  required  to  be  hammored.  and  that  they  must  be  of 
Quincy  granite.  Johnson  replied  that  the  ornamental  parts  of  the  work,  particu- 
larly the  gittta;  and  tryglyphJ,  cMu'd  not  be  dove  in  Quincy  granite,  and  urged  Mr. 
Baldwin  to  contract  toliave  them  done  in  Chelmsford  or  white  granite  ;  which  Mr. 
Baldwin  declined,  and,  after  a  second  or  third  conference  with  Johnson,  who  con- 
stantly maintained  that  the  vrork  could  not  be  done  in  Quincy  granite,  he  applied 
to  Mr.  Richards,  stone  cutter,  who.  soon  after,  brought  to  Mr.  Baldwin  specimens 
of  fine  and  ornamental  work,  such  as  were  required,  wrought  in  Quincy  granite. 
Thereupon  Johnson  offered  to  take  the  contract.  Mr.  Baldwin,  however,  rephed 
that  he  had  promised  it  to  Mr.  Richards,  who  had  been  at  some  trouble  and  ex- 
pense to  prepare  specimens  to  satisfy  him  that  the  work  could  be  done  in  Quincy 
stone.  Mr.  Baldwin  further  testified  that  the  warden,  throughout  the  affair,  ap- 
peared anxious  to  obtain  the  contract  for  the  Prison  ;  and  that  Johnson,  at  that  time, 
said  nothing  about  a  want  of  hands  in  the  stone  shed. 

The  above  is  a  specimen  of  the  charges  advanced  by  the  subordinate  ofiicer, 
Johnson,  against  the  warden,  and  incorporated  by  the  directors  into  their  '•  official 
report"  to  the  Governor. 

The  committee  having  obtained  power  to  send  for  persons  and  papers,  the  direc- 
tors were  first  called  at  the  instance  of  the  warden.     The  Hon.  Mr.  Jarvis  being 
16 
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sworn,  stated  in  general,  that  he  had  no  direct  and  personal  knowledge  of  the 
matters  contained  in  his  and  his  colleagues"  report.  The  facts  in  that  report  were 
drawn  from  officers  of  the  Prison,  and  he  could  not  say,  of  his  own  knowledge, 
whether  they  were  true  or  not. 

The  real  value  and  importance  of  the  directors'  report  being  thus  ascertained,  the 
counsel  for  the  warden  then  proceeded  to  refer  to  the  laws  establishing  and  from 
time  to  time  regulating  the  State  Prison.  It  appeared  by  this  reference  that  the 
powers  of  the  warden,  who  was  appointed  by  the  Governor  and  Council,  had  been 
gradually  diminished  by  statutes  and  by-laics,  so  that  a  mere  shadow  of  authority 
was  left  him.  He  at  first  had  the  exclusive  power  over  the  proj)erty  of  the  Prison  ; 
but  by  a  subsequent  lav;  it  was  transferred  to  the  commissarj^,  an  othcer  holding  his 
place  and  receiving  his  compensation  at  the  will  of  the  directors,  and  not  under 
bonds  for  the  faithiul  execution  of  liis  office.  The  warden  had  originally  the  sole 
power  to  make  contracts ;  but  by  an  arrangement  to  which  the  present  warden  never 
would  assent,  although  repeatedly  pressed  by  the  directors  so  to  do,  this  power  was 
transferred  to  S.  R.  Johnson,  overseer  of  the  stone  shed,  also  holding  his  place  and 
receiving  his  compensation  at  the  will  of  the  directors,  and  not  under  bo7ids  to  thi 
Commonwealth.  The  warden  had  originally  the  exclusive  right  to  receive  monies  on 
account  of  the  Prison  ;  but  Johnson  had  been  in  the  habit  of  receiving  monies,  and 
persisted  therein,  and  the  warden  was  obliged  to  prefer  charges  against  him  for  vio- 
lation of  law  and  disobedience  of  orders.  The  charges  were  six  in  number,  with 
many  specifications  drawn  up  with  sufficient  formality.  The  proofs  were  in  the 
books  of  the  Prison  where  Johnson  was  debited  with  monies  received  by  him  en 
account  of  the  Prison,  and  not  in  all  instances  paid  over.  The  directors  acqviitted 
Johnson  on  all  the  charges,  although  in  the  record  of  the  acquittal  they  state,  that 
he  had  violated  the  law,  and  it  was  proved  by  the  testimony  of  the  clerk,  tliat  he 
had  disobeyed  the  orders  of  the  warden.  Not  being  able,  therefore,  to  acquit  him 
of  the  facts,  their  resort  was  to  acquit  him  of  "  bad  intentions,"  and  they  accom- 
panied this  acquittal  with  a  warm  eulogy  on  his  general  character.  Mr.  Jai-vis 
dissented  from  this  report,  and  recorded  his  protest  against  it. 

By  the  decision  of  the  directors  to  acquit  Johnson,  they  confirmed  him  in  the 
possession  and  exercise  of  those  powers  which  the  warden  had  forbidden  and  resist- 
ed, viz.  of  making  contracts  and  receiving  monies.  It  appeared  in  evidence,  that 
Johnson  measured  stone  by  a  mysterious  kind  of  measure,  which  nobody  but  him- 
self and  one  Bowman,  associated  with  him,  understood.  Johnson  being  asked  to 
explain  his  measures,  gave  a  paper  unintelligible  to  every  body  who  saw  it;  and, 
until  the  late  inquirj'^,  it  was  not  known  to  any  person  except  himself  and  Bov.'man, 
how  stone  rough  or  hewn,  teas  measured  i7i  the  State  Prison.  Johnson  also  fixed 
over-stint  for  prisoners,  made  the  alloicance  for  it,  and  certified  it  to  the  commissary. 
Mr.  Johnson  received  a  commission  of  five  per  cent,  on  all  the  stones  sold  from  the 
Prison,  which  commission  alone,  independently  of  his  salary,  has  amounted  to 
from  $2,000  to  $3,000  per  annum  for  the  last  twelve  years. 

This  was  the  arrangement  to  which  we  have  referred,  and  to  which  the  warden 
never  would  accede.  Johnson's  salary,  as  overseer,  is  $354  per  annum ;  and  if  we 
add  to  this  the  privilege  of  taking  any  work,  stock  or  provisions  from  the  Prison  at 
contract  price,  and  any  labor  of  the  convicts  at  30  cents  a  day — Mr.  Johnson  has 
long  had  the  most  lucrative  post  in  this  Commonwealth.  Thus  are,  and  long  have 
been  vested  those  important  powers  originally  given  by  laAv  to  the  warden,  and  for 
the  faithful  execution  of  which  he  was  required  to  give  a  bond  with  good  security 
in  the  penal  sum  of  $20,000.  The  custody  and  police  of  the  prisoners,  the  only 
remaining  branch  of  the  warden's  power,  except  that  of  treasurer  to  the  Prison, 
was  transferred  by  a  by-law  to  the  "  keeper"  of  the  Prison,  another  officer  holding 
his  place  and  livelihood  at  the  v/ill  of  tlie  directors ;  and  not  under  bonds.  The 
consequences  of  this  disruption  of  power  and  responsibility  may  be  easily  imagin- 
ed. All  sorts  of  abuses  crept  in  ;  and  perpetual  collisions  of  authority  were  daily 
occurring  between  the  "  director  of  the  week"  so  called,  and  the  warden. 

By  the  law  of  1811,  the  directors  were  required  to  meet  monthly  as  a  board  at 
the  Prison,  and  to  visit  it  by  turns  at  least  three  times  a  week.  The  object  of  the 
General  Court  was  to  establish  a  supervision  merely,  but  the  directors  assumed 
executive  and  ministerial  powers,  interfered  directly  in  the  employment,  the  cloth- 
ing, feeding  and  punishing  of  the  convicts.  The  result  is,  that  the  warden 
sometimes  puts  a  man  in  solitary  confinement,  and  the  director  of  the  week 
comes  along,  and  sets  him  at  liberty ;  the  warden  refuses  an  indulgence  as  to 
books,  food  or  amusement,  and  the  director  grants  it;  the  warden  orders  a  con- 
vict into  one  workshop,  and  the  director  orders  him  back  again. 
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In  one  word,  the  warden  has  no  undisputed  power  left,  over  the  food,  the  cloth- 
ing, the  keeping,  employment,  and  punishment  of  the  convicts.  He  has  been  de- 
prived of  all  power,  except  of  keeping  and  paying  the  money  which  may  come  to 
his  hands ;  this  could  not  be  taken  away,  but  a  method  was  found  to  do  it  in  effect, 
by  intercepting  the  money  on  its  way  to  his  hands. 

From  such  a  disproportioned,  confused,  and  irresponsible  state  of  affairs,  men  of 
experience  would  be  prepared  to  expect  any  kind  or  extent  of  abuse. 

We  complete  our  remarks  with  an  enumeration  of  the  prominent  abuses  in  the 
Prison,  which  have  been  brought  to  light  by  the  late  investigation,  and  we  possess 
materials  in  writing  for  two  or  three  chapters  on  this  head. 

Over-stint.  The  citizens  of  the  Commonwealth  will  not  generally  know  what 
is  meant  by  this  term,  without  a  definition.  It  means  that  work  which  a  convict 
performs  in  the  Prison,  beyond  the  task  appointed  for  him  by  his  overseers.  For 
the  setting  oi stint,  and  the  allowance  oii  over-stint  money,  there  is  no  laic.  It  is  an 
old  abuse,  and  has  been  recognised  and  sanctioned  by  the  directors.  The  whole 
amount  of  money  which  the  convicts  earn  and  dispose  of  in  a  year,  by  means  of 
this  abuse,  is  nearly  six  thousand  dollars.  This  they  employ  sometimes  in  hiring 
legal  counsel  and  other  persons  to  obtain  pardon  for  them;  sometimes  in  employ- 
ing persons,  generally  lawyers,  to  obtain  or  prevent  the  passage  of  criminal  or 
penitentiary  laws,  which  they  like  or  dislike;  and,  on  these  occasions,  a  purse  is 
made  up  by  assessment  or  contribution :  sometimes  this  fund  is  employed  to  cor- 
rupt the  small  officers  of  the  Prison,  to  obtain  improper  indulgences,  or  to  effect 
an  escape.  A  short  time  since  an  officer  was  corrupted  with  the  prisoner's  money, 
and  made  his  escape  under  very  peculiar  circvmstanccs — but  the  most  conmion  and 
general  use  of  over-stint  is  to  procure  luxuries  of  various  kinds,  such  as  tea^ 
coffee,  tobacco,  milk,  crackers,  fresh  fish,  butter,  cheese,  cider,  a-pjtles,  &rc.  every  one  of 
which  is  forbidden  by  the  laiDs.  Sometimes  over-stint  monov  •  :.cr.L  to  the  relations 
and  paid  to  the  creditors  of  convicts. 

By  the  law,  the  prisoners  are  allowed  coarse  becf,j^u/..^  .  ,je  and  Indian  meal, 
molasses,  salt  fish,  and  lay-d. 

In  1823,  tlie  directors  petitioned  the  Governor  and  Council  for  leave  to  allow  the 
prisoners  other  articles  of  food  for  their  over-stint  money  :  such  as  butter,  cheesCj 
cider,  beer,  &c.  in  general  the  articles  above  first  enumerated.  This  application 
met  an  unqualified  negative  from  Gov.  Brooks  and  his  Council,  as  asking  a  thing 
forbidden  by  the  statutes  of  the  Commonwealth.  A  subsequent  application  was 
made  in  the  time  of  Gov.  Eustis,  and  there  is  no  regular  record  of  its  being  granted. 

Another  abuse  connected  with  this  over-stint  is  too  remarkable  to  be  passed 
over.  The  daily  task  or  stint  at  the  Prison  is  about  half  that  of  any  other  stone 
3'^ard  in  the  State.     In  the  Prison  a  day's  work  is  2  feet ;  out  of  it,  from  4  to  C  feet. 

Another  most  demoralizing  and  pernicious  abuse,  is  the  transfer  of  over-stint 
money  from  one  convict  to  another,  so  that  trading  and  gambling  are  carried  on. 

These  orders  are  frequently  drawn  in  mvor  of  the  ojjicers  of  the  Prison  :  and 
Bomctimes  the  money  of  convicts  is  paid  to  officers  on  their  giving  a  verbal  direc- 
tion that  it  should  be  so. 

Pay  and  pricilcge  of  officers.  We  would,  in  the  first  place,  repeat  the  fact  of 
Johnson's  commissions,  amounting  to  from  ,*i2,000  to  .$3,000  per  annum. 

Next  we  would  mention  the  taking  by  officers  of  stores,  s^tock  and  labor  of  the 
Prison  at  very  low  prices,  and  in  tiieir  oion  departments  charging  themselves,  or 
ordering  the  commissary  to  charge  them  with  it.  This  abuse  extends  to  taking 
of  meal,  wood,  potatoes,  pork,  molasses,  fish,  leatlier,  iron,  &c.  &c.,  in  short,  to 
all  things  which  the  Commonwealth  has  in  the  Prison  :  and  to  the  employment 
of  the  convicts  at  30  cents  a  day.  The  consequence  is,  that  officers  have  their 
shoes  and  clothes,  and  farming  utensils,  made  in  tl'ie  Prison ;  their  wood  sawed  and 
carted ;  and  the  small  officers  have  provisionj^  for  themselves  and  families. 

Another  abuse  is  the  profit  made  by  the  commissary,  William  H.  Lane,  on  the 
groceries  dealt  out  to  prisoners  for  over-stint  money.  The  commissary  admitted 
on  the  stand,  that  he  made  $400  or  .f  500  per  annum  by  this  trade,  and  no  account 
of  his  purchases  was  ever  required  of  him.  His  annual  salarv  is  fixed  by  law 
at  $954. 

Ajwther  abuse  is,  that  two  of  the  turnkeys,  or  watchmen,  are  allowed  ten  cents 
each  per  day,  for  assisting  the  commissary  to  deal  out  his  groceries,  and  this  20  cents 
per  day  is  paid  by  the  Commonwealth. 

Another  abuse  is,  that  the  small  officers  are  allowed  5  per  cent,  on  the  admission 
money  at  the  Prison,  i.  e.  on  money  paid  by  the  visitors  for  seeing  the  Prison. 
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Another  ahise  is,  that  the  overseers  are  allowed  150  lbs.  of  pork  beyond  their 
salary,  for  tending  the  swine  in  the  Prison.  The  law  says  that  their  salaries  shall 
be  in  lieu  of  all  other  pay  aixd  rations.  All  these  abuses  are  by  votes  and  orders 
of  the  directors,  never  approved  and  never  submitted  to  the  Governor  and  Coun- 
cil, although  they  are  required  to  be  so  at  the  very  first  meeting  of  the  Governor  and 
Council  after  the  passing  of  the  same.  We  except,  of  course,  the  application, 
and  at  best,  irregular  and  illegal  grant,  for  luxuries  to  be  purchased  by  over-stint 
money.  For  three  years  the  board  of  directors  have  been  in  the  almost  daily  habit 
of  passing  votes,  rules  and  orders,  all  which  terms  amount  to  the  same  thing,  with- 
out having  submitted  one  of  them  to  the  Governor  and  Council,  as  by  law  they 
are  required  to  do. — And  many  of  these  votes,  &c.  are  in  direct  contravention,  not 
only  of  the  laws  of  the  Commonwealth,  but  of  the  hy-laws  formerly  established  by 
the  directors  themselves,  with  the  approbation  of  the  Governor  and  Council. 
That  a  deficit  should  happen  under  such  management  is  not  surprising ;  the  won- 
der is,  that  it  has  not  happened  to  a  greater  extent.  That  a  perpetual  quarrel  has 
subsisted  between  the  directors  and  warden,  we  consider  unfortunate  for  the 
Prison,  but  fortunate  for  the  warden. 

It  has  been  for  a  long  time  a  favorite  and  cherished  project  of  the  directors  tc 
get  rid  of  the  warden.  Five  years  ago  they  printed  and  published  a  document  under 
their  hands,  in  which  they  said  he  was  a  useless  and  superfluous  officer ;  and  this 
was  nearly  true  ;  but  the  answer  should  have  been,  "  The  votes  of  the  direc- 
tors have  made  him  so."  The  time  appeared  at  last  to  have  arrived  for  striking- 
tlie  final  blow  to  the  power  and  official  existence  of  the  warden.  Johnson  was 
])ernutted  to  make  groundless  accusations,  vv^hich  were  adopted  and  sent  to  his 
Excellency  by  the  directors.  Fortunately,  and  wisely,  the  Governor  laid  the 
directors'  accusatory  document  before  the  Legislature,  and  it  has  been  tliorough- 
ly  examined. 

Shortly  after  the  submission  of  these  charges  to  the  Legislature,  they  were  fol- 
lowed by  another  direct  and  open  one  to  the  Governor  and  Council,  against  the 
warden,  for  disobeying  an  order  of  the  directors. 

We  said  that  there  was  one  cause  of  the  deficit,  assigned  by  Johnson,  and  not  im- 
plying fault  any  where,  of  which  the  directors  took  no  notice,  and  that  they  capied 
no  causes,  but  those  criminatory  of  the  warder.  The  cause  o^  deficit,  to  which  we 
refer  as  specified  by  Johnson,  but  not  adverted  to  at  all  in  the  report  of  the  directors, 
was  a  very  material  one,  viz.  a  decreased  demand  of  hammered  stone,  and  especially 
of  that  for  coving  and  other  ornamental  work,  which  had  in  former  years  been  most 
profitable  to  the  Prison,  while  the  Market  House  and  other  edifices  were  being 
built.  The  directors  did  not  think  proper  to  mention  this  ;  yet  they  affirmed  that 
they  had  no  controversy  with  the  warden,  that  they  were  not  and  w^ould  not  be  a 
party.  The  warden  appeared  to  have  entirely  mistaken  the  affair,  and  instead  of 
iiaving  a  host  of  enemies  to  encounter,  found  not  an  individual  who  was  disposed  tO' 
appear  before  the  committee  in  that  character.  One  of  the  directors,  however,  did 
attend  throughout  the  investigation,  and  occasionally  addressed  the  committee,, 
and  interrogated  the  witnesses;  and  on  the  fourth  or  fifth  day  of  the  hearing,  Mr. 
Johnson  requested  by  his  attorney,  James  T.  Austin,  Esq.  to  be  heard  in  his  defence . 

To  this  request  the  committee  immediately  acceded,  and  Johnson  produced 
witnesses,  was  sworn  and  testified  himself,  and  was  heard  by  his  council  in  an  ar- 
gument. The  remaining  two  directors  did  not  attend  constantly  before  the  com- 
mittee, but  they  attended  occasionally,  were  examined  by  the  council  for  the  warden, 
and,  fina.l'y,  they  also  requested  to  be  heard  in  argument  before  the  committee,  and 
this  too  after  the  council  for  the  warden  liad  closed.  The  warden  having  been 
obliged,  by  the  declining  of  the  directors  to  meet  him  and  sustain  their  charges,  to 
take  the  affirmative,  had  a  right  to  close  upon  the  directors,  or  whomsoever  else 
should  become  a  party  to  the  inquiry.  However,  the  committee,  with  great  liber- 
ality, permitted  the  two  directors,  Messrs.  Finney  and  Jarvis,  to  be  heard  after 
the  case  was  closed  on  the  part  of  the  warden,  and  after  they  had  refused,  as 
above  mentioned,  to  appear  as  a  party,  and  disclaimed  any  thought  or  intention 
of  having  a  controversy  with  the  warden.  The  warden  did  not  object  to  this  course, 
thus  waiving  his  right  to  be  heard  last. 

In  conclusion,  it  is  but  just  to  observe,  that  if  any  benefit  should  result,  as  there 
is  hope  that  there  will,  from  this  laborious  and  difficult  investigation,  it  will  be  pri- 
marily ov.'ing  to  his  Excellency  Governor  Lincoln,  v/ho  has  followed  up  the 
affairs  of  this  institution  with  a  vigilance  and  energy,  which  it  is  no  disparagement 
of  any  predecessor  to  say,  have  not  been  equalled  in  the  history  of  the  State  Prison."" 
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With  what  independence  the  committee  acted,  in  view  of  this  testi- 
mony, may  be  seen  in  the  following  extracts  from  their  Report. 

"  The  joint  committee  to  whom  was  referred  that  part  of  His  Excellency  the 
Governor's  Message,  which  relates  to  the  affairs  of  the  State  Prison,  respectfully 
Report,  in  part,  that  they  have  been  constantly  occupied,  since  their  appointment, 
ill  tlie  investigation  of  the  affairs  of  that  establishment,  and  present  the  following 
as  the  result  of  their  labors. 

The  attention  of  the  committee  was  first  engaged  in  endeavoring  to  ascertain 
tlie  causes,  which  have  produced  the  great  differences  in  the  receipts  during  the 
year  beginning  on  the  first  day  of  October,  1825,  and  ending  on  the  30th  day  of 
September,  ld2(),  and  the  year  beginning  October  1st,  182G,  and  ending  September 
oOth,  1827,  in  the  former  of  which,  there  was  a  balance  credited  to  the  State  in  tho 
books  of  the  Prison  of  $9,719  17,  and  in  the  latter  of  which  there  is  a  balance  deb- 
ited to  the  State  of  $0,3' '2  56,  making  a  difference  in  the  two  yearsof  )|)1(3,111  73. 

His  Excellency  the  Governor,  anxious  to  possess  all  the  information,  which 
could  be  obtained  on  this  unexpected  result  of  the  last  year's  business  of  tliu 
Prison,  addressed  a  letter  to  the  directors,  dated  November  24,  1827,  in  which  ho 
requested  them  to  furnish  him  with  such  explanations  as  they  could  obtain  on  tho 
subject.  At  the  same  time,  he  addressed  a  letter  to  the  warden,  containing  a 
request  that  he  would  communicate  to  the  directors  such  information  as  might 
be  in  his  possession.     The  directors  also  made  a  similar  request. 

The  directors  requested  Mr.  Johnson  to  aid  them  in  their  inquiry  ; — in  compli- 
ance with  this  request,  on  the  13th  day  of  December,  1827,  he  furnished  them 
with  a  statement  of  facts  arranged  in  the  manner  of  charges  :  this  statement  was 
incorporated  into  the  communication  made  by  the  directors  to  the  Governor,  on 
the  22d  day  of  December,  1827,  in  answer  to  his  letter  of  Nov.  24th,  1827. 

The  existence  of  Johnson's  letter  to  tlie  directors,  and  the  contents  of  their 
lotter  to  the  Governor,  was  not  known  to  the  warden,  until  after  His  Excellency's 
Message  was  communicated  to  the  Legislature,  at  the  commencement  of  the 
present  session. 

In  these  communications  of  the  directors  and  Mr.  Johnson,  it  is  stated,  that  con- 
tracts for  stone,  to  the  amount  of  about  $8,500,  might  have  been  made,  with  vari- 
ous persons  and  corporations,  v/hich  the  warden  i-efused,  or  neglected  to  obtain, 
and  that  the  profit  of  such  contracts  was  lost  to  the  Prison. 

That  a  loss  was  sustained  by  the  State  in  consequence  of  a  contract  made  on  the 
13th  April,  1827,  between  the  warden  and  the  agent  for  the  Quincy  Railway  Com- 
pany, for  the  supply  of  the  Quincy  granite,  and  which  was  not  of  good  quality,  not 
well  quarried,  and  should  not  have  been  received  by  the  warden  on  these  accounts. 

That  there  was  not  kept  in  the  stone  sheds  a  sufficient  number  of  stone  cutters 
to  complete,  in  proper  season,  the  contracts  which  might  have  been  undertaken, 
and  that  this  was  owing  to  employing  on  the  new  Prison  men  who  were  wanted 
in  the  stone  sheds,  and  who  could  have  been  more  profitably  employed  there. 

That  the  warden  did  not  procure  a  sufficient  quantity  of  Quincy  stone,  for  the 
stone  sheds,  for  the  winter  of  1826  and  1827,  to  be  prepared  for  sale  in  the  then 
ensuing  spring. 

There  2cas  a  rrreat  deal  of  testimony  offered  to  the  committee  in  support  of  these 
allegations,  but  it  is  their  opinion,  that  they  icerc  not  mudc  out  by  proof  ,  and,  infacty 
that  they  vjcre  disproved  by  the  evidence  produced  by  the  warden. 

OvEK-sTiNT. — There  is  no  provision  in  any  of  the  laics,  relating  to  the  State 
Prison,  on  the  subject  of  over-stint;  it  is  established  by  a  by-law,  made  by 
THE  DIRECTORS,  and  SO  much  of  it,  as  was  not  repugnant  to  th»  general  laws,  on 
the  7th  March,  1823,  received  the  approbation  of  the  Governor  .ina  Council,  which 
is  essential  to  the  validity  of  a  by-law.  It  provides,  that  whenever  a  prisoner  of 
the  third  class  is  entitled  to  any  compensation  for  over-work,  the  amount  shall  bo 
received  by  the  clerk,  and  remitted  to  his  friends,  or  k^pt  for  his  use,  until  his 
discharge  from  Prison,  at  the  prisoner's  option  ;  and  t^M  over-stint  compensation 
being  the  reward  of  personal  industry,  prisoners  are  drictly  forbidden  to  bargain, 
sell,  give,  exchange,  or  otherwise  part  with  it  from  yne  to  another. 

There  is  no  direction  in  any  by-law  on  the  subject  of  over-stint  to  the  second 
and  first  classes,  but  there  seems  to  have  been  a  regulation  to  allow  them  twenty- 
five  cents  per  week,  when  earned.  The  business  of  stint  and  over-stint,  in  each 
department,  has  been  regulated  by  the  overseer  of  the  same. 

The  amount  of  over-stint  earned  by  each  convict  or  company  of  convicts,  is  en- 
tered by  the  overseers  at  the  end  of  each  quarter  in  a  book  kept  by  them  for  that 
16*  D 
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purpose,  and  the  entries  in  them  reported  to  the  comniissar}^ ,  who  keeps  a  book  of 
over-stint,  in  which  each  convict  or  company  are  credited  with  the  over-stint  report- 
ed to  have  been  earned  by  them.  The  amount  of  over-stint  credited  to  the  convicts 
employed  vrithin  the  Prison  was  for  the  year  ending  3Cth  September,  1827,  to  wit : 

In  the  Stone  Sheds, $1,369  45 

On  New  Prison, 2,163  56 

To  those  let  on  contracts,  about     ....         1,748  00 


Making,  in  tlie  whole,     .         .         .      |!5,281  01 

The  comvilttec  lament  the  necessity  of  stating  that  they  are  satisfied  that  the  great- 
est  abuses  have  been  practised  under  the  cover  of  the  regulations  of  over-stint;  and 
among  them  are  the  following  : 

Transfers  of  over-stint  front  one  convict  to  another  have  frequently  been  made^ 
sometimes  by  written  orders,  and,  sometimes,  by  representations  by  the  overseers, 
that  it  was  the  wish  of  one  convict,  that  part,  or  the  whole  of  the  over-stint  money 
due  to  him,  should  be  passed  to  the  credit  of  another,  who  has  been  allowed  to  ex- 
pend it  for  articles  not  allowed  by  law ;  sometimes  the  transfers  were  made  on  the 
verbal  request  of  the  convict. 

It  has  been  customary,  to  form  convicts  of  the  three  classes  into  companies,  and 
the  amount  of  their  over-stint  credited  to  the  head  man  of  the  company,  who  re- 
ceived it  for  the  use  of  the  company,  whereby  the  use  of  the  over-stint  during 
imprisonment  is  permitted  to  the  convicts  of  the  third  class,  which  is  virtually 
forbidden  by  the  by-lav/s. 

Articles  of  food,  and  other  articles,  the  use  of  tohich  in  the  Prison  is  prohibited 
in  the  first  section  of  the  act  of  22d  February,  1822,  such  as  crackers,  milk,  onions^ 
chocolate,  tobacco,  snuff,  tea,  coffee,  rice,  pepper,  flour,  apples,  cider,  ^c.  have 
been  freely  admitted  into  the  Prison,  and  used  by  the  convicts,  who  have  paid  for 
them  with  their  over-stint.  The  pretence  under  which  the  two  first  named  articles 
have  been  allowed  to  the  convicts,  was,  "  that  from  their  confinement  and  occupa- 
tion in  the  Prison,  there  was  a  tendency  to  pulmonary  and  dyspeptic  complaints :' 
and  it  was  asserted,  that  such  articles  had  been  allowed  on  orders  from  the  physi- 
cian, which  he  had  occasionally  given,  and  which  were  considered  in  force  until 
revoked  by  him.  This  did  not  appear  to  be  the  intention  of  the  physician,  who  was 
examined  by  the  committee.  Very  few  orders  of  this  description  were  produced, 
und  they  did  not  apply  to  many  cases  in  which  the  indulgence  had  been  allowed. 

The  amount  of  over-stint  money  icas  not  fully  accounted  for,  nor  the  profits 
which  have  been  realized  by  those,  who  have  supplied  the  convicts  with  milk,  flour, 
crackers,  tobacco,  ^-c.  admitted  or  proved.  Mr.  Lane,  the  commissary,  admitted,  that 
he  had  gained  from  $400  to  $500  per  annum,  by  supplying  the  convicts  with  these 
and  other  articles,  and  stated  that  he  had  no  book,  or  documents,  by  which  the  extent 
of  his  dealings  or  the  profits  could  be  shoicn. 

The  committee  are  also  of  opinion,  that  \\\e  principal  part  oiih.Q  over-stint  money, 
from  the  1st  of  October,  1826,  to  the  30th  day  of  September,  1827,  must  have  been 
expended  in  the  purchase  of  articles  used,  although  prohibited,  in  the  Prison,  because 
no  evidence  was  ofiered,  to  show  that  any  considerable  part  of  it  was  paid  to  the 
friends  of  the  convicts,  while  in  Prison,  or  to  themselves  on  their  discharge. 

To  the  ruinous  consequences  to  the  interests  of  the  State,  which  must  fi.oio  from 
the  practice  of  alloioing  subordinate  officers  to  prescribe  the  stint,  which  has  al- 
ways been,  and  now  is,  much  too  low,  to  ojcard  to  the  convicts  the  value  of  the 
over-stint,  and  aftericards  to  enjoy  a  part  of  it  in  the  profits  derived  from  the  sale  of 
articles  furnished  by  them — the  atte^ition  of  the  Legislature  need  not  be  invited  by 
the  committee. 

During  the  examination  of  the  witnesses,  Mr.  Soley  was  present,  Messrs.  Jarvis 
and  Finney  addressed  the  committee,  after  the  counsel  of  the  respective  parties 
had  finished  their  arguments ;  Mr.  Johnson  was  present,  and  was  heard  by  his 
counsel. 

It  is  the  unanimous  opinion  of  the  committee  that  Mr.  Johnson  should  no  longer 
be  retained  as  an  officer  of  the  Prison.  This  opinion  is  formed  from  the  facts,  whick 
have  been  disclosed  during  this  Examination.  They  believed  that  most  of  the  con- 
troversies and  troubles,  which  have  occurred  since  the  appointment  of  the  present 
warden,  can  be  traced  to  Mr.  Johnson,  especially  the  charges  noticed  in  this  Report 
—that  his  object  has  been  to  impair  the  authority  of  the  warden,  in  the  accomphsh- 
ment  of  which  he  has  been  countenanced  by  the  directors, — more  especially  Messrs. 
Finney  and  Soley, — and  because  transactions  of  a  very  questionable  character  have 
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been  proved  against  INIr.  Johnson ;  and  although  they  are  satisfied  that  he  is  a  skilful 
mechanic,  they  think  that  tranquillity  and  hannony  among  the  officers  of  the  Prison 
will  not  be  restored  while  he  remains  an  officer  of  the  institution.  The  compensation 
of  five  per  cent,  on  the  sales,  wliicJi  has  been  allowed  to  him  in  addition  to  his  salary 
as  overseer,  has  been  too  great  for  the  services  rendered  by  him.  And  that  there 
should  have  been  a  specific  sum  paid  to  him  for  liis  services  as  superintendent  of 
the  stone  shed,  instead  of  which  the  directors  have  allowed  him  to  charge  the 
commission  of  five  per  cent,  on  the  sales,  which  amounted  to  ^Ur7  HO  for  the  half 
year  ending  on  the  30th  September,  in  addition  to  his  pay  as  overseer. 

The  committee,  in  view  of  the  foregoing  and  other  abuses,  which  have  for  a  long 
time  existed  in  the  management  of  the  concerns  of  the  State  Prison,  report  a  bill, 
tlie  provisions  of  which  they  think  will  remedy  the  existing  evils,  which,  in  their 
opinion,  are  to  be  attributed  in  no  small  degree  to  the  defects  in  the  present  system." 

In  the  Second  Report  of  the  Prison  Discipline  Society,  it  is  said, 
tr.at  "  the  vices  of  the  prisoners,  in  which  they  have  been  detected, 
arc  bribing  persons  to  bring  thicm  prohibited  articles,  by  a  most 
mischievous  and  demoralizing  use  of  their  over-stint  money.  It  has 
been  used  to  purchase  cards,  spirits,  digitalis,  bills  to  be  altered  and 
materials  to  alter  them.  It  is  difficult  to  conceive  in  what  way  64,000 
annually  could  be  the  procuring  cause  of  more  moral  evil,  than  this 
amount  of  over-stint,  subject  to  the  order  of  convicts,  in  a  State 
Prison." 

In  a  pamphlet  published  by  the  directors  of  the  Prison,  and  sent  to 
the  members  of  the  Legislature,  just  before  the  session  of  the  last 
winter,  during  which  the  above  investigation  was  had,  they  say, 
speaking  of  over-stint,  page  10,  "  Nor  has  it  been  a  source  of  the  abu^e 
alleged  in  the  Report,  [i.  e.  the  Report  of  the  Prison  Discipline 
Society,]  the  over-stint  not  being  at  the  disposal  of  the  prisoner  with- 
out an  express  order  from  the  (iireetor,  until  expiration  of  sentence." 

"  The  transfer  of  over-stint  from  one  prisoner  to  another,  has  been 
strictly  prohibited  by  the  board,  so  that  thij  cannot  convert  the  over- 
stint  they  may  have  on  the  hooks,  into  a  circulating  medium  in  the 
yard.  He  therefore  who  earns  it,  has  the  entire  use  of  it,  and  wlien- 
ever  an  appropriation  is  permitted  by  the  director  or  directors,  tiio 
object  of  the  appropriation  is  investigated." 

Let  this  statement  be  viewed  in  the  light  of  the  facts  disclosed  in  the 
investigation,  as  stated  by  the  committee  of  the  Legislature. 

There  is  one  other  point,  which  we  present  for  the  same  examina- 
tion and  comparison. 

In  the  Second  Report  of  the  Prison  Discipline  Society,  it  is  said, 
that  "  the  duties  of  the  officers,  particularly  of  the  directors  and 
warden,  have  not  been  sufficiently  defined,  and  consequently  there 
has  been  a  controversy  between  them  for  many  years.  This  contro- 
versy has  led  to  mutual  recrimination,  jealous  and  hostile  feelings,  and 
many  embarrassments,  concerning  the  management  and  discipline  of 
the  institution.  It  is  not  surprising  that  a  house  thus  divided  against 
itself,  should  have  difficulties  v/ithin  and  without.  The  directors 
think  the  warden's  office  unnecessary.  The  warden  may  commit  a 
man  to  the  cells  for  punishment,  and  the  director  for  the  week  remove 
him ;  the  warden  remove  certain  indulgences  from  the  Prison,  and 
the  director  for  the  week  restore  them  ;  the  directors  order  monies 
paid  to  an  assistant  keeper,  Avhich  the  warden  thinks  unjustifiable, 
and  the  warden  refuses  to  pay  it.     It  is  and  has  been  a  most  uncora- 
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fortable   controversy,  totally  inconsistent  with  the  order  of  the  institu- 
tion, and  the  interests  of  the  State." 

The  directors  remark  on  this  paragraph,  page  14,  "  We  regret  that 
a  statement  like  this  should  be  put  in  circulation  by  any  individual. 
It  is  but  calling  up  the  controversies  of  former  years,  controversies 
which  occurred  not  between  the  present  warden  and  the  board,  but  be- 
tween them  and  an  officer  who  has  slept  for  years  in  his  grave.  In 
relation  to  the  present  warden,  this  board  endeavor  to  act  with  courtesy 
and  independence,  and  whatever  may  be  the  opinion  of  individuals  of 
the  board  in  regard  to  the  utility  of  his  office,  or  his  opinion  in  regard 
to  the  utility  of  theirs,  they  have  alioays  treated  him  and  his  station  ivith 
perfect  respect ^ 

And  again,  page  15,  "  We  must  repeat  our  regrets,  that  difficulties 
should  be  represented  to  exist,  which  formerly  took  place  betiveen  this 
board  and  one  loho  is  now  no  more.''' 

The  pamphlet  containing  these  declarations  was  signed  by  E. 
Finney,  John  Soley,  William  C.  Jarvis.  And  this  pamphlet  was 
printed  and  sent  to  the  members  of  the  same  Legislature,  who  were 
called  upon  by  the  Governor  in  his  message,  to  institute  an  investiga- 
tion, in  which  the  first  object  of  attention  was  a  voluminous  document 
from  the  directors,  containing  allegations  against  the  w^arden,  con- 
cerning which  the  committee  say,  at  the  close  of  the  investigation, 
''  There  was  a  great  deal  of  testimony  offered  to  the  committee  in 
support  of  these  allegations,  but  it  is  their  opinion  that  they  were  not 
made  out  by  proof  and  in  fact  that  they  were  disproved  by  the  evidence 
produced  by  the  loarden." 

The  report  of  the  committee  was  accompanied  with  a  bill,  propo- 
sing to  restore  the  warden  to  his  rights,  and  thus  reunite  power  and 
responsibility ;  to  abolish  the  board  of  directors,  and  establish  a  board 
of  inspectors  ;  to  make  it  the  duty  of  the  chaplain  to  devote  all  his 
time  to  the  interests  of  the  institution  ;  and  to  substitute  rations  to  be 
supplied  by  contractors,  instead  of  purchasing  beef  and  meal,  and  other 
pro^■isions,  to  be  used  by  others  than  convicts. 

Against  the  report  of  the  committee,  the  directors  of  the  Prison 
sent  a  memorial  to  the  Legislature,  calling  in  question  the  propriety  of 
their  proceedings. 

This  memorial  was  referred  by  the  Legislature  to  the  commit- 
tee, with  instructions  to  report  on  the  same,  in  view  of  the  facts  dis- 
closed, during  the  investigation :  and  in  the  mean  time,  the  Legislature 
proceeded  to  form  into  a  law,  in  all  its  important  sections,  the  bill 
which  the  committee  had  reported.  Having  done  this,  the  Legislature 
received  the  report  of  the  committee  on  the  memorial  of  the  directors, 
which  concluded  by  giving  some  parts  of  the  memorial  a  direct  nega- 
tive. This  report  was  immediately  accepted  in  both  branches  of  the 
Legislature.  The  bill,  which  had  been  passed  with  great  promptitude 
and  unanimity,  speedily  received  the  seal  and  signature  of  the  Governor. 
A  resolve  was  afterwards  passed,  authorizing  the  Governor  to  appoint 
commissioners  to  sit  during  the  recess  and  examine  the  accounts  of 
the  Prison,  which  the  committee  had  not  time  fully  and  satisfactorily 
to  investigate. 

Concerning  the  duties  devolved  upon  the  Executive,  of  appointing 
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commissioners  on  the  accounts,  au:l  appointiii:^  officers  of  the  Prison 
under  the  new  law,  the  Governor  says,  in  his  speech  at  the  opening 
of  the  May  session, 

"  A  commission  for  examining  and  stating  the  accounts  of  the  State  Prison  has 
been  constituted,  and  a  report  of  the  result  of'the  investigation  is  expected,  in  season 
to  be  laid  before  you,  at  the  present  session.  The  executive  government  of  the 
Prison  has  also  been  re-organized  by  the  designation  of  distinguidhed  individuals  to 
compose  the  board  of  inspectors,  by  the  appointment  of  a  skilful  physician,  and  of  a 
chaplain  whose  recommendations  import  successful  experience  and  peculiar  qualifi- 
cations for  the  duties  of  that  higlily  interesting  station,  and  by  the  reappointment 
of  the  former  warden.  The  execution  of  the  law  has  been  committed  to  the  charg« 
of  those  who  were  known  to  be  deeply  excited  to  give  to  the  system  of  contemplated 
reform  the  most  faithful  experiment,  and  there  is  reason  to  expect,  that  under  the 
admonitions  of  the  past,  and  with  the  arrangements  for  the  future,  su  ^h  disappoint- 
ments as  have  been  heretofore  suffered,  whether  in  the  pecuniary  results  of  the  em- 
ployment of  the  convicts,  or  in  the  moral  effects  of  penitentiary  discipline,  will  not 
recur,  to  be  the  occasion  of  further  distrust  in  the  corrective  power  of  the  institution, 
or  a  tax  upon  the  treasury  of  the  State.  Yet  the  entire  benefit  of  the  change  may  not 
atonce  be  realized.  Until  the  completion  of  the  new  Prison,  which, under  the  strenu- 
ous exertions  of  the  warden,  is  rapidly  carried  forward,  the  pernicious  influences  of  a 
corrupting  intercourse  are  not  to  be  prevented.  The  solitary  cell  alone  can  withdraw 
the  depraved  offender  from  a  hardening  correspondence  Avith  kindred  vice,  and,  by 
cutting  off  the  sources  of  extraneous  excitement,  leave  his  mind  to  the  occupation 
of  reflection,  to  the  reprovings  of  an  awakened  conscience,  and  to  the  successful 
application  of  means  for  his  reformation  and  moral  improvement." 

The  commissioners  on  the  accounts  submitted  a  report  in  part  only 
at  the  May  session,  and  say,  "  It  has  been  found  necessary,  in  order 
to  form  a  satisfactory  estimate  of  the  finances  of  the  State  Prison,  that 
this  investigation  should  embrace  the  ensuing  six  months  to  tke  30th 
of  Sept.  1828,  as  at  that  period  the  annual  account  of  stock  is  taken,  and 
it  is  important  that  this  should  be  done  under  the  immediate  direction 
and  supervision  of  the  commissioners." 

Thus  terminated  the  transactions  of  the  last  winter  in  regard  to  the 
Prison  at  Charlestown. 


What  are  the  future  prospects  of  the  new  Prison  ix 
Philadelphia  ? 

We  gave  the  plan  of  this  Prison  in  the  Second  Report,  and  stated 
the  principles  of  prison  discipline  for  which  it  was  designed.  In  the 
plan  of  building,  the  great  peculiarity,  which  the  projectors  sought, 
was  solitary  cells,  in  which  it  should  be  physically  impossible  for  the 
convicts  to  communicate  with  each  other  from  cell  to  cell.  And  the 
great  principle,  which  was  to  be  acted  upon,  was  solitary  confinement 
day  and  night,  without  labor.  To  secure  the  first  object,  a  plan  of 
building  was  adopted,  broad,  complicated,  inconvenient,  and  eJ:peii- 
sive.  Against  this  plan  of  building,  we  made  tlie  following  objection.s 
in  the  Second  Report ; — the  difficulty  of  preventing  the  prisoners  from 
communicating  with  each  other  either  through  the  air  chamber  or 
over  the  walls  of  the  exercising  yards;  the  impossibility  of  inspecting 
the  conduct  of  the  prisoners  in  the  cells  or  in  the  exercising  yards, 
either  fiom  the  observatory  in  the  centre  of  the  large  yard,  or  from  tho 
towers  on  the  external  wall ;  the  difficulty  of  the  keepers  knowing  it 
in  cases  of  sudden  sickness  and  distress  among  the  prisoners  ;  the 
filthiness  of  making  every  cell  a  water-closet ,-  the  difficulty  of  intro- 
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ducing  labor  if  it  should  be  found  necessary  ;  the  difficulty  of  commu- 
nicating instruction,  and  the  expense.  Since  that  Report  was  written, 
on  a  visit  to  Philadelphia,  the  experiment  was  made  to  ascertain 
whether  the  first  point  was  gained,  viz.  cells  so  constructed  that  it 
should  be  impossible  to  converse  from  cell  to  cell.  Having  entered 
separate  cells,  and  closed  the  doors  opening  into  the  exercising  yards 
and  the  passage,  we  found  no  difficulty  in  conversing.  After 
leaving  the  cells,  we  found  no  difficulty  in  conversing  from  one  exer- 
cising yard  to  another,  when  we  were  in  adjoining  yards,  or  from  yard 
to  yard  with  several  intervening.  Here,  then,  is  a  perfect  failure 
in  the  first  great  object  in  this  plan  of  building.  It  is  neither 
impossible  nor  difficult  for  persons  to  converse  from  cell  to  cell,  or 
from  exercising  yard  to  exercising  yard.  The  plan  of  building  in 
other  respects,  i.  e.  in  regard  to  facilities  for  inspection  and  instruc- 
tion, guarding  and  keeping,  airing  and  cleansing,  lighting  and  warm- 
ing, as  well  as  the  principle  of  prison  discipline  for  which  it  was  de- 
signed, i.  e.  solitary  confinement  day  and  night  without  labor,  has,  as 
we  have  already  said  in  this  Report,  a  great  weight  of  opinion  and 
fact  against  it  in  America  and  Europe.  We  shall  now  proceed  to 
show  the  truth  of  this  declaration,  for  the  twofold  purpose  of  confirm- 
ing the  argument  of  our  last  Report  against  the  plan  of  building,  and 
the  principle  of  prison  discipline  for  which  it  was  designed,  and  of 
contributing  all  in  our  power  to  prevent  the  adoption  of  a  system 
which  we  should  so  much  deprecate.  This  is  the  critical  time,  in 
which  what  can  be  done,  ought  to  be  done ;  because  the  Legislature  of 
Pennsylvania,  at  the  next  session,  will  be  called  upon  to  decide  the 
final  question,  which  has  been  suspended  nearly  two  years,  whether 
this  Prison  shall  be  completed  on  the  original  plan,  or  one  on  another 
and  more  generally  approved  plan  adopted. 

The  opinion  of  Lafayette  is  thus  expressed  in  a  letter,  dated 
August,  1825,  to  a  gentleman  in  England  : 

"  As  to  Philadelphia,"  says  the  general,  "  I  had  already,  on  my  visit  of  the  last 
year,  expressed  my  regret,  that  the  great  expenses  of  the  new  Penitentiary  building 
had  been  chiefly  calculated  on  a  plan  of  solitary  confinement.  This  matter  has  lately 
become  an  object  of  discussion.  A  copy  of  your  letter,  and  my  own  observations  have 
been  requested  ;  and  as  both  opinions  are  actuated  by  equally  honest  and  good  feel- 
ings, as  solitary  confinement  has  never  been  considered  but  with  a  view  to  reforma- 
tion, 1  believe  our  ideas  will  have  their  weight  v/ith  men,  who  have  been  discouraged 
by  late  failures  of  success  in  the  reformation  plan.  It  seems  to  me  tv/o  of  the  incon- 
veniences most  complained  of  might  be  obviated,  in  vmliing  use  of  the  solitary  cells 
to  sej>arate  the  prisoners  at  night,  and  mttltiphjing  the  rooms  of  common  labor,  so 
as  to  reduce  the  number  in  each  room  to  ichat  it  teas,  when  the  population  uoi 
less  dense  ;  an  arrangement  which  would  enable  the  managers  to  keep  distinctions 
among  the  men  to  be  reclaimed,  according  to  the  state  of  their  morals  and  behavior.' ' 

And  again,  as  expressed  to  an  American  gentleman,  in  a  letter 
from  him,  dated  Sept.  182G : 

*'  The  people  of  Pennsylvania  think,  said  he,  that  the  system  of  solitary  confine- 
ment is  a  new  idea,  a  new  discovery;  -^not  so — it  is  only  the  revival  of  the  system  cf 
the  Bastile.  Tlie  State  of  Pennsylvania,  which  has  given  to  the  world  an  e:^ample  of 
humanity,  and  v/hose  code  of  philanthropy  has  been  quoted  and  canvassed  by  all  Eu- 
rope,is  nowabout  to  proclaim  to  the  worldthe  inellicacyof  thesystem.and  revive  and 
restore  the  cruelcode  ofthemostbarbarousandunenlightenedage.  I  hope  my  friends 
of  Pennsylvania  will  consider  the  effect  this  system  had  on  the  poor  prisoners  of  the 
Pa;  rUe.  I  repaired  to  the  scene,  said  he,  en  the  second  day  of  the  demolition,  and 
ibuii  J  that  all  the  prisoners  had  been  deranged  by  their  solitary  confinement,  except 
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one ; — he  had  been  a  prisoner  twenty-five  years,  and  was  led  forth  during  the 
height  of  the  tumultuous  riot  of  the  people,  whilst  engaged  in  tearing  down  the 
building.  He  looked  around  with  amazement,  for  lie  had  seen  nobody  for  that 
space  of  time,  and  before  night  he  was  so  much  aft'ected,  that  he  became  a  con- 
firmed maniac,  from  which  situation  he  never  recovered." 

The  Seventh  Report  of  the  London  Prison  DiscipKne  Society,  pre- 
sented and  published  in  18-27,  contains  the  following  remarks  on  the 
new  Prison  in  Philadelpliia  : 

'•  As  there  are  some  parts  of  the  plan  which  appear  objectionable  to  the  com- 
mittee, they  subjoin  the  principal  remarks  which  have  occurred  to  them. 

The  want  of  doors  next  the  middle  passages  appears  to  be  a  pn-*^icular  defect  in 
the  construction,  as  in  case  of  the  oliicer's  discovering  neglige. i-o  or  improper 
conduct  in  any  prisoner,  (through  the  inspection  aperture,)  1:  •  cannot  have  direct 
access  to  anj'^  of  the  cells,  but  must  pas.?  out  of  the  building,  and  round  the  exterior 
of  the  large  court  or  garden,  before  ho  can  enter  the  prisoner's  apartment. 

In  order  to  secure  a  proper  degree  of  superintendence  over  the  prisoners,  it 
appears  requisite  that  inspectors  should  be  constantly  employed  in  passing  througlx 
the  passages  of  the  interior,  and  in  separately  viewing  each  cell.  The  inspection 
of  the  small  yards  from  the  central  v/atch-tower,  must,  it  is  considered,  be  incom- 
plete, as  the  prisoners  will,  in  a  great  degree,  be  screened  by  the  side  wall.;.  The 
square  angles  of  the  buildings  and  yards,  next  the  centre,  will  also  impede  the  o^  leer's 
view  over  a  considerable  portion  of  the  intervening  courts  and  external  bounuixries. 
The  low  elevation  of  the  division-walls  betv/een  the  yards  appears  to  offer  means 
of  communication  from  yard  to  yard,  and  a  temptation  to  escape  over  the 
walls.  As  the  cells  are  to  be  only  one  story  high,  the  prisoners  will  constantly 
be  placed  near  the  surface,  in  small  rooms,  which  are  not  intended  to  be  ventilated 
by  doors  or  windows  opposite  to  each  other.  By  this  confined  arrangement,  it  is 
considered  that  the  salubrity  of  the  interior  cannot  be  rendered  so  complete  as  if 
the  sleeping-cells  had  been  formed  in  one  or  more  upper  stories;  in  that  case  they 
could  still  be  belov/  the  external  boundary,  and  they  would  have  a  much  better 
system  of  ventilation.  By  these  means,  also,  the  whole  might  be  rendered  more 
economical  in  point  of  expense,  and  less  space  would  be  occupied  by  the  buildings 
than  according  to  the  present  design. 

The  description  of  the  Prison,  received  by  the  committee,  makes  no  mention  of 
a  chapel,  which  does  not  appear  to  be  provided  in  the  plan  :  neither  are  there  any 
separate  apartments  for  the  moral  and  religious  instruction  of  the  prisoners  :  tliis 
is,  indeed,  a  lamentable  omission  in  the  design." 

The  keeper  of  the  Auburn  Prison,  in  a  report  submitted  to  Legisla- 
ture, Jan.  7,  1828,  and  by  the  Legislature  published,  has  the  following 
practical  observations  on  the  new  Prison  at  Philadelphia : 

'•  There  are  some  objections  to  the  plan  of  the  Philadelphia  Prison,  which  the 
public  ought  to  understand. 

It  appears  that  the  yard  contains  about  twelve  acres  of  ground,  on  one  side  of 
which  is  the  front  building,  and  through  the  basement  story  of  which,  is  an  arched 
way,  large  enough  for  a  team  to  pass,  and,  of  course,  to  be  secured  by  a  heavy  and 
strong  gate,  the  whole  building  being  within  the  outer  walls.  This  building  is  de- 
signed, not  only  to  contain  the  family  of  the  first  officer  of  the  institution,  whose 
rooms  are  lighted  through  grates  of  massive  iron  bars,  but  also  to  contain  the  hospi- 
tal of  the  sick,  on  one  side  of  the  keeper's  family,  and  on  the  other,  the  female  con- 
victs ;  while  the  basement  story  is  to  be  occupied  as  cooking,  storage,  and  wash- 
ing department  for  the  Prison ;  and  the  best  rear-yards  must,  of  necessity,  be  set 
apart  for  the  use  of  those  departments,  leaving  little  or  no  accommodation  of  that 
sort  for  the  keeper's  family. 

The  usual  and  most  convenient  approach  to  and  egress  from  the  family  rooms 
of  the  keeper,  is  through  a  narrow,  inconvenient,  winding  stair- way  leading  from 
the  arched  way  to  those  rooms. 

By  these  arrangements,  the  family  of  the  keeper  or  warden,  is  literally  subjected 
to  imprisonment ;  surrounded  by  impervious  walls  and  immovable  grates,  and 
can  only  enjoy  the  unobstructed  light  of  heaven,  by  groping  their  way  through  a 
passage,  better  fitted  for  an  entrance  into  a  subterranean  catacomb  than  to  the 
residence  of  a  civilized  and  Christian  family. 
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Yet  all  this  is  a  trifling  matter,  when  compared  with  the  horrors  of  a  hospital 
within  the  walls  of  a  family  dweHing:.  where  the  shrieks  of  the  insane  and  the 
groans  of  the  dying  are  mingled  with  the  yells  and  curses  of  abandoned  and 
profligate  female  convicts  in  adjacent  apartments. 

The  keeper  of  a  Penitentiary  must  expect  to  give  himself  up  entirely,  and  exert 
his  best  energies,  in  the  discharge  of  his  oflicial  duties,  and  must  expose  himself, 
personall}'^,  to  unpleasant  associations  and  considerable  hazard  ;  but  he  ought,  at 
least,  to  be  allowed  the  privilege,  as  well  as  the  means,  of  providing  a  safe,  com- 
fortable, and  respectable  abode  for  his  wife  and  children,  free  from  the  physical 
and  moral  contamination  of  a  Prison. 

There  are  many  matters  of  detail,  which,  in  the  course  of  business,  will  be  found, 
in  the  aggregate,  of  serious  moment,  although  it  is  difficult  to  describe  them,  and 
would  occupy  too  much  space,  and  too  far  extend  these  remarks  :  but  some  of 
them  should  be  noticed.  All  the  food  of  the  prisoners  must  be  carried,  three  times 
a  day,  from  the  kitchen  on  one  side  of  the  twelve  acre  lot,  to  the  centre ;  and  from 
thence,  the  carriers  are  to  diverge  off  in  seven  different  directions,  and  travel  down 
the  passages  to  the  extremes,  unfasten  the  small  windows,  put  the  food  through 
them  into  the  cells,  take  out  the  dishes  previously  left,  and  fasten  up  each  window. 
Aliowing  one  man  to  do  this  service  for  each  block,  how  long  would  it  take  him 
thus  to  distribute  the  food,  collect  and  return  to  the  kitchen  all  the  empty  dishes, 
and  how  many  times,  in  the  business  of  each  meal,  would  he  need  to  travel  the 
whole  extent  of  these  passages  .' 

In  these  avenues  fragments  of  meat  and  vegetables  will  be  dropped,  soup  will 
be  spilled;  and  to  preserve  health,  they  will  need  cleansing  often. — All  this  me- 
nial service  will,  of  course,  be  performed,  not  by  convicts,  but  by  the  hired  servants 
of  the  kitchen  ;  and  what  will  prevent  them  from  communicating  with  the  con- 
victs in  the  cells .'' 

If  the  assistant  keepers  are  required  to  vratch  the  servants,  and  follow  them 
back  and  forth,  (a  service  notlikely  to  be  very  scrupulously  performed,)  the  waiters 
still  could  find  means  to  slip  in  tobacco,  spirits,  letters,  &c.  from  convicts'  friends, 
and  associates  outside,  who  would  readil}-^  discover  and  apply  means  of  successful 
bribery  to  these  prison  servants. 

Convicts'  clothes  must  be  frequently  changed,  and  probably  passed  through  the 
feeding  windows  ;  this  also  will  afford  the  means  of  furnishing  forbidden  articles. 
To  shave  Lhe  convicts,  a  keeper  must  take  a  barber  from  the  open  yard  into  the 
exercising  yard,  and  thence  into  each  cell ;  and  all  these  treble  doors  to  each  cell 
must  be  unfastened  and  fastened  every  time  the  convict  is  approached,  to  allow 
him  exercise,  to  be  examined  by  the  physician,  to  take  him  to  the  hospital,  and  for 
any  other  similar  purpose. 

Prudence  v/ould  frequently  require  two  or  more  persons  to  enter  a  single  cell,  and 
always  in  the  night  time,  in  cases  of  emergency. 

Among  prisoners,  many  of  whom  are  always  of  dissipated  habits,  nothing  is 
more  common  than  sudden  sickness  from  epileptic  and  other  fits,  bursting  of  blood 
vessels,  cramps,  palsies,  &c.  Such  cases  of  distress  cannot  be  discovered  but  by 
mere  chance,  by  almost  a  miracle,  before  it  might  be  too  late. 

And  if  discovered,  whether  in  the  day  or  night  time,  in  sunshine  or  storms, 
must  be  brought  from  the  cells  through  all  those  doors,  and  open  yards,  and  avenues, 
and  passages,  to  the  hospital  in  the  keeper's  building.  Suppose  some  unfortunate 
invalid  should  suddenly  die  in  a  fit,  or  from  other  cause,  for  want  of  timely  notice 
and  relief,  what  excruciating  sufferings  would  such  a  calamity  occasion. 

The  quantity  of  hot  and  cold  air,  as  well  as  of  water  that  each  convict  may  use, 
is  to  be  regulated  by  himself.  In  cold  weather,  and  being  idle,  he  will  keep  his 
cell  too  hot  for  health,  and  will  not  be  apt  to  attend  much  to  ventilation  j  if  he 
does,  he  will  most  likely  take  all  the  hot  air  he  can  procure,  and  counteract  it  by  a 
profusion  of  cold  air  from  without. 

Should  many  pursue  this  course,  the  general  fund  of  heat  in  the  air  chambers 
will  be  wasted,  which  will  compel  others  to  stop  their  cold  air  entirely,  and  pre- 
vent ventilation  altogether ;  and  then,  perhaps,  suffer  with  cold  as  well  as  those 
who  may  have  exhausted  the  heat ;  and  while  many  from  constitution,  health,  or 
age,  will  be  less  able  to  bear  the  cold  than  others.  In  the  same  way,  a  few  con- 
victs may  keep  their  pipes  of  water  constantly  running,  and  waste  the  fountain. 
Without  going  further  into  particulars  on  this  point,  it  is  a  sufficient  objection, 
that  the  convicts  have  any  power  or  control  over  the  safety  and  comfort  of  the 
rest,  even  though  it  may  affect  themselves :  for  there  will  always  be  some  who 
will  exercise  such  power  for  mischievous  purposes. 
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The  new  Prison  at  Pittsburg  was  constructed  on  the  same  general 
principles  as  that  in  Philadelphia.  There  was  a  slight  difference  in 
construction,  inasmuch  as  the  cells  were  built  on  the  circumference  of 
the  circle,  and  not  on  the  radii.  But  both  were  designed  for  solitary 
confinement  day  and  night  without  labor.  The  Prison  at  Pittsburg 
has  been  occupied  by  a  few  convicts  more  than  a  year.  It  is  therefore 
important  to  inquire,  how  the  experiment  succeeds  ?  In  answer  to  this 
inquiry,  we  give  an  extract  of  a-letter  just  received  from  Basil  Hall, 
of  the  Royal  Navy,  dated  July  1,  1828 :  *'  At  Pittsburg,  I  visited  the 
Penitentiary.  After  examining  some  of  the  unoccupied  cells,  I  asked 
to  see  those  in  which  the  prisoners  were  confined  in  solitude.  Accor- 
dingly we  were  shown  into  one  of  the  ranges,  where  38  persons,  I 
think,  were  locked  up  ;  and  had  the  intermediate  doors  in  the  passage 
been  shut,  they  might  probably  have  found  it  not  very  easy  to  hold 
communication ;  but  these  were  all  open,  and  the  prisoners  were  sitting 
at  their  gratings,  and  had  evidently  been  in  conversation  when  we 
entered.  They  were  of  course  without  employment.  So  much  for  the 
solitary  principle." 

The  inspectors  of  the  Prison,  too,  express  some  doubt  whether  the 
principle  is  wise  and  good.  They  say  in  their  Report  to  the  Legisla- 
ture, dated  Feb.  8,  1828  : 

"  That  this  system  is  well,  though  expensively,  calculated  for  the  safety  of  society 
in  the  complete  seclusion  of  the  convict ;  and  that  it  is  as  well  adapted  to  cherish 
the  hopes  of  his  ultimate  reformation  as  any  that  can  be  devised,  there  can  be  no 
doubt.  It  must,  however,  be  admitted  that  it  is  still  made  a  question,  whether  the 
same  effects  could  not  be  equally  well  obtained  by  compelHng  them  to  labor,  at 
some  useful  occupation,  either  in  solitude  or  in  small  companies,  resorting  to  strict 
confinement  for  limited  periods,  as  a  severer  punishment  for  the  higher  grades  of 
crime,  and,  when  necessary,  using  it  as  a  means  of  discipHning  and  subduing  the 
refractory.  He  could  thus,  as  is  alleged,  be  compelled  in  some  measure  to  render 
up  to  society  a  remuneration  for  his  maintenance  and  custody. 

It  is  hardly  practicable,  with  the  present  plan  of  the  Penitentiary,  to  carry  iiito 
effect  complete  solitary  imprisonment,  without  keeping  the  criminals  continually 
immured  in  their  respective  cells.  So  strict  a  course  of  confinement,  continued 
steadily  for  any  considerable  period  of  time,  would,  it  is  to  be  feared,  occasion  a 
waste  of  health.  Exercise  is  necessary,  and  that  exercise  ought  to  consist  of  ap- 
plication to  labor,  or  walking  within  prescribed  limits.  Yet  we  have  seen  that 
labor  is  not  provided  for  in  this  Penitentiary  ;  and  as  to  the  opportunity  of  walk- 
ing, that,  under  present  circumstances,  must  necessarily  be  indulged  in  front  of 
the  entire  row  of  cells,  to  which  the  prisoner  may  be  attached,  and  is  in  full  view 
and  hearing  of  the  occupants." 

Again,  in  answer  to  a  letter  addressed  to  the  inspectors  by  the  com- 
missioners of  the  Legislature,  A.  Brackenridge  replies  : 

"  As  respects  a  system  of  labor,  I  was  at  first  apprehensive  that  considerable 
alterations  would  be  necessary  for  this  purpose,  but  I  have  made  a  full  inquiry  and 
examination,  and  am  satisfied  that  little  else  than  the  erection  of  workshops  is  ne- 
cessary to  make  it  a  most  admirable  establishment,  uniting  the  two  systems  of  labor 
and  strict  confinement.  For  such  workshops,  there  are  ample  spaces  left,  and  in 
the  most  desirable  positions.  Three  large  workshops,  each  about  46  feet  by  50, 
may  be  erected,  on  each  side  of  the  central  yard.  These,  in  my  opinion,  will  con- 
tain ample  room  for  the  exercise  of  all  the  convicts,  in  every  kind  of  trade  that  can 
be  profitably  employed  in  an  establishment  of  this  kind.  $3,000  would  build  these 
six  workshops,  and  enable  the  board  to  introduce  the  discipline  of  labor,  either 
entirely  or  partially.  To  furnish  you  with  the  views  of  the  board  of  inspectors 
upon  this  subject,  I  annex  a  copy  of  their  report,  transmitted  to  the  Legislature 
last  winter.  As  to  my  own  opinion,  individually,  I  am  decidedly  in  favor  of  com- 
pelling convicts  to  severe  labor.  I  have  no  idea  of  supporting  a  parcel  of  rogues 
in  idleness  at  the  public  expense,  under  the  visionary  notion  of  sending  them  out 
to  society  again  virtuous  and  regenerated." 
17 
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*  The  commissioners  of  the  Legislature,  at  the  close  of  a  very  learned 
and  convincing  argument,  which  covers  77  closely  printed  pages,  come 
to  the  following  conclusion,  Jan.  4,  1828  : 

"  We  have  thus,  with  as  much  brevity  as  w^as  consistent  with  a  fair  and  full  ex- 
amination of  the  important  question  at  issue,  endeavored  to  comply  with  the  di- 
rections of  the  Legislature,  by  furnishing  '•  such  suggestions  and  observations"  as 
appear  to  us,  necessary  to  a  proper  determination  on  the  subject  of  prison  discipUne. 
We  have  reviewed  the  several  modes  of  punishment  adopted  by  the  different  na. 
tions  of  the  world,  and  examined  their  respective  advantages  and  evils.  Beginning 
with  the  highest  and  simplest  of  punishment,  which  consists  in  the  deprivation  of 
life,  and  passing  through  the  several  varieties  of  mitigated  infliction,  we  have  en 
deavored  to  derive  from  an  analysis  of  each,  some  light  for  our  guidance  in  the 
difficult  partsof  penitentiary  punishment.  If,after  an  honest  investigation  of  the  sub- 
ject in  all  its  branches  and  bearings,  we  have  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the  system 
of  punishment,  which  prescribes  hard  labor,  with  due  inspection,  in  joint  v/ork- 
shops,  during  the  day,  and  separate  dormitories  at  night,  is  preferable  to  solitary 
imprisonment  by  day  and  night,  with  or  without  labor,  the  Legislature  and  our 
fellow  citizens  may  be  assured,  that  it  is  a  conclusion  to  which  we  have  come  with 
great  and  sincere  reluctance.  We  entered  upon  the  performance  of  our  duty  with  a 
belief  and  wish  that  the  system  of  solitary  confinement  proposed  to  be  pursued  in 
the  new  Prisons  at  Pittsburg  and  Philadelphia,  would  be  found,  upon  examination 
and  experience,  to  be  sound  in  theory,  valuable  as  respects  convicts,  and  not  incon- 
veniently burdensome  to  the  finances  of  the  State.  We  have  a  common  interest  with 
the  rest  of  our  fellow  citizens  that  the  public  money  should  appear  to  have  been 
advantageously  expended  on  the  great  undertakings  at  the  two  cities ;  and  we 
trust  that  we  possess  a  sufficiently  just  sense  of  what  is  due  to  the  character  and 
dignity  of  our  State,  not  lightly  to  recommend  the  abandonment  of  any  system 
which  may  be  thought  peculiarly  the  offspring  of  Pennsylvania.  Our  belief,  how- 
ever, in  the  value  of  solitary  confinement  as  a  punishment  for  crime  has  gradually 
given  way  before  the  irresistible  conviction,  which  a  thorough  examination  of  the 
subject  has  forced  upon  us;  and  however  the  conclusion  maybe  at  variance  with 
the  sentiments  of  a  highly  respectable  portion  of  our  fellow  citizens,  as  well  as  with 
our  own  pre-conceived  impressions,  we  should  be  unfaithful  to  our  trust,  and  to  our 
consciences,  if  we  hesitated,  for  a  moment,  to  declare  our  deliberate  opinion. 

If,  therefore,  the  question  were  entirely  open  in  this  State,  if  previous  arrange- 
ments of  a  nature  too  serious  to  be  overlooked,  did  not  interfere,  we  should  earnestly 
recommend  to  the  Legislature  the  entire  and  absolute  adoption  of  the  system  of 
solitary  confinement  at  night,  with  joint  labor  in  the  day  time,  on  the  plan  of  the 
Penitentiaries  at  Auburn,  Sing  Sing,  and  Wethersfield.  Situated,  however,  as  we 
are  in  this  State  ;  with  a  Prison  completed  at  Pittsburg  on  the  plan  of  solitary  con- 
finement without  labor,  and  with  another  partially  finished  at  Philadelphia,  inten- 
ded for  solitary  confinement  and  perhaps  for  solitary  labor,  we  feel  that  we  are 
not  at  liberty  to  use  the  same  measure  of  suggestion  that  we  otherwise  should. 
Without  an  abandonment  of  the  present  buildings  upon  which  so  much  of  the 
public  money  has  been  expended,  the  system  pursued  at  Auburn  cannot  be  adopt- 
ed in  all  its  features. 

The  new  Penitentiary,  near  Philadelphia,  is  well  known  to  the  Legislature  to  be 
on  a  scale  of  greater  extent  than  that  at  Pittsburg.  The  outer  walls,  which  are  built 
of  stone,  and  are  30  feet  high,  enclose  an  area  of  nearly  twelve  acres,  within  which 
space  there  must  doubtless  be  room  for  many  extensive  buildings.  The  cells,  as  we 
have  already  stated,  were  intended  to  be  placed  in  seven  blocks,  diverging  from  the 
common  centre  ;  each  block  containing  38  cells,  and  being  only  one  story  in  height. 
Of  these  blocks  or  radii  only  three  have  been  completed,  which  are  calculated  to 
contain  114  convicts.  The  sum  requisite  to  complete  the  remaining  four  blocks, 
according  to  the  estimate  furnished  by  the  commissioners  to  the  Legislature  in 
the  session  of  1825-6,  would  be  $99,978,  or  httle  short  of  $100,000. 

Should  the  Legislature  concur  witli  us  in  the  opinions  we  have  expressed  respect- 
ing the  superiority  of  the  system  of  joint  labor  over  that  of  absolute  solitary  confine- 
ment, they  may  nevertheless  be  disposed  to  give  the  latter  system  a  fair  trial,  so  far 
as  the  buildings  already  completed  admit  of  the  attempt ;  and  this,  perhaps,  may  be 
considered  as  due  to  that  portion  of  our  fellow  citizens  with  whom  the  plan  origina- 
ted, in  this  State.  In  the  remaining  part  of  the  enclosure  near  Philadelphia,  ample 
«pace  exists  for  the  erection  of  a  Prison  on  the  plan  of  those  at  Sing  Sing  and  Weth- 
ersfield, in  which  may  be  contained  the  sleeping  rooms  of  eight  hundred  convicts, 
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should  SO  many  be  necessary,  and  such  other  apartments  as  may  be  required  ;  and  for 
the  erection  of  covered  workshops  for  the  performance  of  tlieir  joint  labor.  The  cost 
of  these  buildings,  it  is  believed,  will  not  equal  the  amount  required  for  the  remain- 
ing four  blocks  of  cells  on  the  original  plan.  When  it  is  remembered  that  these  four 
blocks  will  contain  only  152  prisoners,  and  the  whole  Prison  on  the  original  plan 
only  2G6  prisoners,  and  that  the  average  number  of  convicts  in  the  old  f  rison.  for 
the  last  three  years,  has  been  about  50U,  (exclusive  of  those  from  the  counties  which 
now  send  their  convicts  to  Pittsburg,)  it  will  be  seen  that  provision  must  be  made, 
somewhere  else,  for  at  least  230  convicts ;  unless  we  are  disposed  to  place  so  much 
faith  in  the  system,  as  to  believe,  that  it  will  reduce  the  average  number  of  convicts 
to  26(3,  and  keep  it  at  that  point,  notwithstanding  the  increasing  population  of  the 
State.  The  arrangement  we  have  suggested,  therefore,  has  the  advantage  of  provid- 
ing for  the  whole  body  of  convicts,  at  an  expense,  in  respect  of  buildings,  probably 
less  than  would  be  required  on  the  other  system  for  a  very  limited  number  ;  and  this 
advantage  becomes  more  apparent  when  it  is  considered  that  the  Walnut  street 
Prison  may,  at  an  early  period  after  the  completion  of  the  necessary  dormitories, 
be  sold  for  the  benefit  of  those  to  whom  it  belongs ;  whereas,  if  the  proposed  system 
of  soUtude  be  adopted  throughout,  the  Walnut  street  Prison  must  probably  be 
maintain  ed  in  its  present  condition,  until  another  series  of  solitary  cells  shall  be  con- 
structed for  all  the  convicts  whom  the  new  Penitentiary  is  unable  to  accommodate." 

The  commissioners  for  building  the  new  Penitentiary  (a  body  dis- 
tinct from  the  commissioners  of  the  Legislature,  Messrs.  King,  Shaler 
and  Wharton)  presented  a  report  to  the  Legislature,  in  which  they 
still  contend  for  solitary  confinement  day  and  night  without  labor.  If 
we  are  correctly  informed,  however,  the  effect  of  it  was  not  such  as  to 
prevent  a  great  tide  of  feeling  against  their  system,  and  in  favor  of 
solitary  confinement  at  night  and  labor  by  day,  as  recommended  by 
Messrs.  King,  Shaler  and  Wharton,  and  as  practised  at  Auburn, 
Sing  Sing,  and  Wethersfield.  We  find,  however,  in  their  report,  the 
following  testimony  to  the  value  and  importance  of  religious  instruc- 
tion in  a  Prison,  which  is  worthy  to  be  printed  in  letters  of  gold, 
and  without  which  every  system  of  prison  discipline  must  be  radically 
defective.     They  say, 

"  The  cure  of  these  diseases  of  the  mind,  the  source  of  so  much  crime,  is  most 
readily  effected  by  punishment,  Avhich  causes  reflection  on  the  past,  and  which  is 
calculated,  when  duly  administered,  to  produce,  under  the  divine  blessing,  a 
change  of  moral  character,  the  only  sure  preventive  of  crime.  It  is  always  to  be  kept 
in  view,  that  great  stress  is  laid  on  the  advantages  of  constant  religious  instruc- 
tion. The  cells  are  to  be  visited  only  by  the  officers  of  the  Prison  and  such  special 
visitors  as  may  be  designated  by  the  Legislature,  in  the  proposed  act.  The  offi- 
cers should  be  men  of  prudence  and  morality,  temperate,  and  kind  in  their  be- 
havior and  manners,  and,  as  far  as  practicable,  pious. 

The  religious  instructer,  especially,  should  be  a  man  well  acquainted  with  human 
nature,  affectionate  and  firm,  possessed  of  a  meek  and  quiet  spirit,  and  actuated  by  a 
desire  to  do  good  to  the  prisoners  whom  he  instructs.  He  should  visit  their  cheer- 
less abodes,  as  their  counsellor,  guide  and  friend ;  and  thus  obtain  their  confidence 
and  attachment,  especially  those  of  the  young.  They  would  unbosom  their  souls 
with  freedom ;  he  would  learn  their  history  and  character,  and  be  enabled  to  suit  his 
addresses  to  their  dispositions  and  to  their  circumstances.  He  should  constantly  and 
patiently  instruct  them  in  the  principles  and  doctrines  of  the  Christian  religion,  and, 
in  humble  dependence  on  the  divine  blessing,  exert  all  his  influence  in  fanning  the 
feeble  flame  of  virtue,  and  discouraging  every  appearance  of  vice  ;  thus  convincing 
them,  he  seeks  their  present  and  everlasting  good.  Who  that  is  acquainted  with  the 
human  heart,  and  the  blessings  which  usually  flow  from  a  faithful  and  humble  use  of 
the  means  of  grace,  can  hesitate  to  believe,  that  many  of  the  inhabitants  of  these  cells 
will  be  brought  to  entertain  the  hope  that  their  own  moral  characters  have  been  radi- 
cally changed,  and  that  thus  their  punishment  will  result  in  the  prevention  of  crime. 

The  necessity  and  importance  of  the  religious  instruction  of  prisoners,  as  the  best 
and  only  sure  mode  of  reformation,  is  much  insisted  on  by  practical  men,  who  are 
conversant  with  Prisons,  both  in  England  and  in  this  country. 

An  excellent  writer  on  Prisons,  Joseph  J.  Gurney,  of  London,  who  has  published 
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notes  on  a  visit  made  to  some  of  the  Prisons  in  Scotland  and  the  north  of  England,  in 
company  with  the  female  philanthropist,  Elizabeth  Fry,  thus  expresses  himself  in 
relation  to  religious  instruction  of  prisoners.  "  It  is  the  most  effectual  instrument 
which  Providence  has  placed  within  our  reach,  for  softening  and  improving  the  hu- 
man mind,  and  preparing  it  for  the  work  of  the  divine  Spirit ;  for  eradicating  from  it 
the  principles  of  falsehood,  cruelty  and  injustice,  and  implanting  in  it  those  of  hon- 
esty, sobriety  and  charity.  And  although,  through  the  influence  of  counteracting 
causes,  these  efforts  may  be  sometimes  foiled,  yet  we  may  well  be  encouraged  by 
the  conspicuous  and  important  fact,  that  we  find  amongst  the  ignorant,  not  only 
the  most  numerous,  but  by  far  the  most  hardened  and  atrocious  criminals." 

In  a  recent  report  of  the  society  for  the  improvement  of  prison  disciphne  in  Eng- 
land, it  is  stated,  '^  that  the  progress  of  religious  instruction  in  Prisons  has  been  such 
as  to  prove,  beyond  the  possibility  of  doubt,  that  the  most  serious  benefits  and  bless- 
ings to  society  are  to  be  hoped  from  the  encouragement  of  this  truly  benevolent 
and  interesting  branch  o^ modern  imson  improvement." 

The  Superintendent  of  the  Prison  in  the  State  of  Maine,  in  his  last  report  to  the 
Legislature  of  that  State,  says,  "  it  is  very  desirable  that  some  further  means  for  the 
moral  and  literary  instruction  of  the  convicts  should  be  adopted,  so  that  they  may 
leave  the  Prison  better  prepared  to  become  useful  citizens." 

The  former  superintendent  of  the  Prison  in  New  Hampshire  was  so  well  convinc- 
ed of  the  necessity  of  religious  instruction  in  Prisons,  as  to  offer  a  sum  of  money, 
from  his  own  purse,  in  addition  to  what  the  legislature  appropriated,  if  he  could  ob- 
tain a  person,  who  would  devote  a  considerable  part  of  his  time  to  the  moral  and 
religious  instruction  of  the  convicts. 

The  keeper  of  the  Auburn  Prison,  Gershom  Powers,  Esq.  in  a  recent  work 
published  by  him,  entitled,  "  Brief  notices,  «fec."  says,  ''I  feel  it  a  duty  to  state,  that 
the  views  of  the  institution,  mitil  lately,  had  been  unfavorable  to  the  services  of  a 
resident  chaplain,  from  the  belief  that  they  might  have  had  a  bad  effect  upon  the 
discipline  of  the  Prison." 

''  In  November,  1825,  the  Rev.  Jared  Curtis  was  employed  and  sent  here,  as  a 
resident  chaplain,  by  the  Massachusetts  Prison  Disciphne  Society,  since  which  he 
has  continued  with  ability  and  zeal  to  discharge  the  duties  of  his  office ;  and,  although 
strong  prejudices  were  to  be  encountered,  his  knowledge  of  human  nature,  correct 
views  of  public  policy,  the  pcnltenliarj  system  and  prison  discipline,  with  a  steady 
and  uniform  devotion  to  his  duties,  has  not  only  enabled  him  to  overcome  those 
prejudices,  hut  the  favorable  result  of  his  labors  fully  justifies  our  expectations." 

The  commissioners  of  the  legislature  of  the  State  of  New  York,  Messrs.  Hopkins 
and  TiBBETTS,  in  their  last  report  to  the  legislature,  use  this  language  :  "  We  believe 
the  labors  of  the  present  excellent  chaplain  have  had  a  most  happy  effect  on  the 
minds  of  the  prisoners.  He  at  once  enjoys  the  good  will  of  the  prisoners,  as  we  find 
by  their  almost  unanimous  declarations,  and  at  the  same  time  strengthens  the  hands 
of  the  keepers.  It  seems  to  be  the  effect  of  truth,  plain  dealing,  and  sincere  desire 
for  the  good  of  the  convict." 

The  keeper  of  the  Virginia  Penitentiary  says,  "  I  am  clearly  of  opinion  that 
every  advantage  should  be  given  to  convicts  for  their  improvement  in  morality 
and  religion." 

The  keeper  of  the  Penitentiary  in  Ohio  says,  "  I  am  convinced,  that  a  proper 
system  of  religious  instruction  is  necessary,  in  aid  of  the  discipline  now  enforced, 
to  produce  in  any  good  degree  that  reformation  which  the  friends  of  the  system 
had  in  view,  at  its  first  organization,  and  which  should  be  the  primary  object  of 
all  punishment." 

We  further  state,  as  a  fact  which  has  recently  come  to  our  knowledge,  that  in  the 
Walnut  street  Prison  of  this  city,  a  Bible  class,  consisting  usually  of  from  15  to  20 
males,  has  been  conducted,  for  about  three  years  past,  on  the  Sabbath  day,  by  a  pious 
and  respectable  gentleman  of  this  city,  assisted  by  some  of  his  friends.  It  was  a  vol- 
untary association  on  the  part  of  the  convicts,  and  we  are  happy  to  learn,  that,  in  the 
course  of  three  years,  17  persons,  members  of  this  class,  who  have  left  the  Prison 
either  by  pardon  or  expiration  of  their  sentences,  are  doing  well,  and  not  one  has 
returned.  And  so  far  as  information  has  been  obtained,  not  one  has  been  since 
sentenced  to  any  other  Prison." 

In  view  of  the  case  as  here  stated,  there  is  reason  for  a  well  ground- 
ed hope,  that  the  new  Prison  in  Philadelphia  will  never  be  completed 
on  the  plan,  nor  conducted  on  the  principles  originally  proposed,  i.  e. 
solitary  cells,  in  which  all  comnrmnication  from  cell  to  cell  is  physically 
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impossible,  and  solitary  confinement  day  and  night  without  labor  ;  but 
that  it  Mill  be  so  varied  from  the  original  design,  as  to  adapt  it  to  the 
general  principles  recommended  by  the  commissioners  of  the  Legisla- 
ture, IMessrs.  King,  Siialer,  and  Wuarton,  and  adopted  at  Auburn, 
Sing  Sing,  and  Wethersfield. 

What  misapprehensions  exist  in  Europe,  concerning  prison 
DISCIPLINE  in  America  1 

The  Seventh  Report  of  the  London  Prison  Discipline  Society  con- 
tains, page  110,  the  following  statement : 

"  Solitary  confinement,  unmitigated  by  employment  either 
for  body  or  mind,  is  the  most  prominent  feature  in  the  disci- 
PLINE NOW  RECOMMENDED  IN  THE  UnITED  StATES." 

We  presume  the  committee  of  the  London  Society  will  be  glad  to 
learn  how  great  is  this  misapprehension.  There  is  not  a  nao  Prison 
built,  or  building  in  the  United  States,  except  in  Pennsylvania,  where 
this  principle  is  adopted  or  approved.  The  new  Prisons  in  Maine, 
Massachusetts,  Connecticut,  New  York,  Maryland,  and  the  District  of 
Columbia,  are  none  of  them  designed  for  a  principle  of  prison  disci- 
pline so  generally  disapproved,  as  is  the  principle  at  the  head  of  this 
paragraph,  in  all  the  United  States,  except  Pennsylvania.  With 
this  exception,  in  the  States  enumerated,  the  principle  is  not  only 
not  adopted,  but  in  Maine  and  New  York,  where  some  experiments 
have  been  made,  in  a  very  philosophical  manner,  within  six  or  eight 
years,  to  try  the  principle,  it  has  been  abandoned.  And  in  Nev/ 
Jersey,  after  a  similar  experiment,  on  one  fourth  part  of  the  convicts, 
it  has  been  abandoned.  And  in  Virginia,  where  the  six  first  months  of 
the  term  of  imprisonment  are  in  solitary  cells,  without  labor  or  instruc- 
tion, the  practical  men,  who  have  witnessed  the  effects  of  it,  are  deci- 
dedly adverse  to  its  continuance  even  for  so  large  a  part  of  the  term  of 
imprisonment ;  ?nd  speak  on  no  subject  in  terms  of  stronger  disappro- 
bation. 

We  have  spoken  of  the  public  opinion  in  those  States  where  new 
Prisons  are  built  or  building ;  and,  also,  of  public  opinion  in  New 
Jersey  and  Virginia,  where  experiments  have  been  made  to  try  the 
principle,  the  result  of  which  is  adverse  to  its  continuance.  In  other 
States  where  the  old  Penitentiaries  are  still  used,  viz.  New  Hampshire 
and  Vermont,  Ohio,  Kentucky  and  Georgia,  we  hear  nothing  in  conver- 
sation, and  see  nothing  in  print,  that  looks  like  a  remote  tendency  to 
the  principle  of  solitary  confinement  unmitigated  by  employment  either 
for  body  or  mind. 

In  the  old  States,  also,  where  there  are  no  Penitentiaries,  viz. 
Rhode  Island,  Delaware,  North  and  South  Carolina,  and  Tennessee, 
there  is  very  little,  if  any  prospect  at  present,  Vvith  the  exception  per- 
haps of  Tennessee,  of  the  erection  of  a  Penitentiary  in  any  form  ; 
much  less  of  a  Penitentiary  on  the  principle  above  stated.  And  in  the 
new  States,  including  Louisiana,  for  which  the  Hon.  Edward  Liv- 
ingston has  prepared  a  code  of  laws,  we  have  heard  and  seen  nothing, 
during  four  years'  attention  to  the  subject,  which  can  be  the  foundation 
of  apprehension,  that  the  principle  will  be  adopted,  so  justly  denreca- 
17*  E 
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tei  in  Europe,  i.  e.  of  solitary  confinement  unmitigated  by  employ- 
ment either  for  body  or  mind.  And  even  in  Pennsylvania,  where  is 
the  nearest  approach  to  it,  it  is  a  source  of  unfeigned  gratitude  that 
even  the  commissioners  for  building  the  new  Penitentiary  have  warmly 
advocated,  in  an  extract  already  given  from  their  report,  the  importance 
of  moral  and  religious  instruction  in  one  of  the  only  two  Prisons  in  this 
country,  where  solitary  confinement  without  labor  is  introduced  or  con- 
templated. And  one  of  these  two,  viz.  that  at  Pittsburg,  appears,  from 
extracts  already  given,  to  be  almost  prepared  to  introduce  labor,  and  the 
other,  viz.  that  in  Philadelphia,  as  we  have  already  shown,  will  not  prob- 
ably be  completed  on  the  original  design. 

Having  mentioned  Mr.  Livingston,  the  author  of  the  new  code  of 
laws  for  Louisiana,  it  is  proper  to  prove,  by  one  or  two  brief  extracts 
from  the  introduction  to  his  code  of  prison  discipline,  that  he  is  not  an 
advocate  for  solitary  confinement  without  labor  or  instruction.  Speak- 
ing of  imprisonment,  page  48,  in  the  Philadelphia  edition,  he  says, 
"  there  is  no  other  means  by  ivhich  a  reformatory  process  (necessarily 
requiring  time  and  a  succession  of  operations)  can  he  carried  on ;  no 
labor,  no  instruction  without  detention ;  no  reformation  ivithout  employ- 
ment, without  instruction,  religious,  morcd,  and  literary ."" 

Again  he  says,  evidently,  from  its  connexion,  with  pleasure  and  ap- 
probation, in  a  note  page  52  of  the  vsame  work,  that  "  Mr.  Roberts 
Vaux,  one  of  the  commissioners  for  building  the  New  Prison,  (i.  e.  in 
Philadelphia,)  a  gentleman  to  whose  instructive  publications  and  conver- 
sation I  am  indebted  for  much  useful  information,  has  informed  me,  that 
the  plan  of  strict  seclusion  has  never  received  the  sanction  of  the  Legis- 
lature, and  that  there  is  a  probability  that  it  will  be  so  modified  as  to 
admit  labor  and  instruction." 

With  this  statement  we  doubt  not  the  committee  of  the  London  Soci- 
ety will  be  convinced  of  their  misapprehension,  and  will  cheerfully  make 
the  correction. 

Another  misapprehension,  which  appears  to  be  equally  obvious,  may  be 
exhibited  as  follows  : 

William  Roscoe,  Esq.,  of  Liverpool,  published  a  pamphlet,  in  1826, 
with  the  following  title  page,  "  A  brief  statement  of  the  causes,  which 
have  led  to  the  abandoniment  of  the  celebrated  system  of  Penitentiary 
discipline  in  some  of  the  United  States  of  America." 

Abandonment  of  the  Penitentiary  system  !  What  abandonment? 
To  answer  this  inquiry,  the  first  question  is,  what  is  the  Penitentiary 
system  ?  And  in  answer  to  this  question  we  have  its  leading  features 
in  language,  as  furnished  in  the  pamphlet  by  Mr.  Roscoe,  from  the 
preamble  to  the  British  Act  of  Parliament,  obtained,  in  the  year  1779, 
by  the  united  eiforts  of  Sir  William  Blackstone,  Mr.  How^\rd,  and 
Mr.  Eden,  as  follows,  "  to  seclude  the  criminals  from  their  former  as- 
sociates ;  to  separate  those  for  whom  hopes  might  be  entertained  from 
those  who  were  desperate  ;  to  teach  them  useful  trades  ;  to  give  them 
religious  instruction  ;  and  to  provide  them  with  a  recommendation  to  the 
world,  and  the  means  of  obtaining  an  honest  livelihood  after  the  expira- 
tion of  the  term  of  their  punishment." 

What  practical  illustration  does  Europe  afford  of  the  meaning  of  this 
language  ? 
.    The  Maison  de  Force,  at  Ghent,  for  more  than  half  a  century,  with 
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the  exception  of  a  few  years,  has  been  nearly  allied  to  the  institution 
described  in  the  above  outline.  What,  then,  is  this  institution  in  the 
opinion  of  competent  witnesses  ?  and  is  there  any  thing  nearly  cor- 
responding with  it  in  this  country  ?  In  answer  to  these  inquiries,  we 
give  the  following  extracts  from  the  report  of  the  commissioners,  Messrs. 
King,  Shaler,  and  Wharton,  to  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  in 
Senate,  Jan.  4,  1828. 

"  In  order  that  the  Legislature  may  possess  a  distinct  idea  of  the  general  character 
and  practical  operations  of  this  system,  it  will  be  necessary  for  us  to  enter  somewhat 
into  detail  respecting  it;  and  we  believe  the  object  will  best  be  attained,  by  au 
account  of  one  or  two  of  the  Prisons,  in  which  the  system  has  been  thoroughly 
tried. 

It  was  remarked  by  the  excellent  and  enlightened  Howard,  so  far  back  as  1776, 
that  "  the  Prisons  in  the  United  Provinces  are  so  quiet,  and  most  of  them  so  clean, 
that  a  visitor  can  hardly  believe  that  he  is  in  gaol." 

But  the  institution  which,  beyond  all  others,  does  honor  to  the  government  of  the 
Netherlands,  is  the  Penitentiary  at  Ghent,  called  the  Maison  de  Force. 

This  Prison  is  situated  on  the  bank  of  a  canal,  and  was  designed  on  the  plan  of  an 
octagon,  with  light  buildings,  radiating  from  a  common  centre.  At  the  period  of 
Howard's  visit  (1776),  only  four  sides  were  finished;  in  1817  a  fifth  was  added. 
The  building  designed  for  the  sleeping  apartments  of  the  convicts  are  divided  into 
four  stories,  on  each  of  which  is  a  corridor  or  passage,  six  feet  nine  inches  wide, 
quite  open  to  the  air  of  the  adjoining  court  or  yard.  Adjoining  each  passage  is  a 
range  of  bed-rooms,  six  feet  ten  inches  by  five  feet  four  inches,  and  seven  feet 
eight  inches  high  ;  the  door  way  two  feet.  Each  convict,  therefore,  occupies  a 
separate  cell.  Prisoners  are  committed  to  this  Penitentiary  to  remain  from  one 
year  to  twenty  years,  according  to  their  crimes.  On  their  arrival  they  are  suitably 
cleaned,  and  each  receives  an  uniform  suit  of  clothes,  marked  with  the  number  oi 
the  room  which  he  is  to  occupy. 

At  an  early  hour  in  the  morning,  the  prisoners  leave  their  rooms  at  the  sound  of  a 
bell,  and  repair  to  the  apartment  for  meals,  where,  after  hearing  prayers,  they  obtain 
their  breakfast,  for  v.hich  half  an  hour  is  allowed.  They  then  proceed  to  their 
work,  which  is  performed  according  to  classes,  in  rooms  170  feet  long  and  26  feet 
broad.  The  principal  employment," in  1817,  was  weaving  caUco,  damask,  and  sack- 
ing cloth ;  but  there  were  shops  for  sawyers,  carpenters,  blacksmiths,  &c.  The 
manufactory  is  under  the  charge  of  a  contractor,  who  furnishes  each  prisoner  daily 
with  26  ounces  of  brown  bread  and  2  quarts  of  soup,  for  which  he  receives  from  the 
government  3  pence  half  penny  of  English  money  per  head ;  equal  to  about  6h  cents 
daily.  He  provides,  also,  raw  materials  for  the  manufactory ;  these  are  weighed 
when  they  are  given  out,  and  when  they  are  returned;  and  the  prisoner  must  pay 
for  any  deficiency.  The  contractor  also  finds  machinery ;  but  the  person  who  uses 
it  is  answerable  for  any  accident.  The  work  done  is  estimated  according  to  a  regu- 
lated price,  and  the  prisoner  receives  at  one  time  the  whole  amount  of  his  earnings 
every  week.  The  contractor  appoints  from  among  the  prisoners,  two  or  more  over- 
seers in  each  room,  whose  duty  it  is  to  inspect  the  operations  of  the  others,  and 
preserve  silence.  At  noon  the  prisoners  are  allowed  two  hours  for  dinner,  for 
making  their  beds  (which  in  fair  weather  they  bring  out  to  air),  and  for  exercise. 
At  night  they  have  an  hour  for  supper.  A  bell  placed  at  a  window,  over  the  gate- 
way, gives  notice  of  the  arrival  of  the  hour  of  meals,  &c.  when  the  convicts  are 
conducted  in  perfect  silence  and  order,  to  their  appointed  places.  Spirituous  liquors 
are  expressly  prohibited.  Divine  service  is  performed  every  Sunday.  At  dark  the 
prisoners  are  shut  up  in  their  respective  cells.  The  discipline  is  enforced  by  solitary 
confinement,  in  cells  without  beds  or  other  comforts  for  a  period  not  exceeding  ten 
days.  Corporeal  punishment  by  stripes  or  flagellation  is  also  allowed  ;  but  in  prac- 
tice it  is  not  resorted  to,  "  merely  because  it  was  found  to  be  unnecessary." 

We  will  now  state  the  opinions  of  some  judicious  observers  upon  the  system  thus 
pursued  at  the  Ghent  Penitentiary.  Mr,  Howard,  who  visited  it  in  1776,  in  1778, 
and  in  1783,  speaks  thus  :  "  I  was  present  during  the  whole  time  the  men  criminals 
were  at  dinner,  and  much  admired  the  regularity,  decency,  and  order,  with  which 
the  whole  was  conducted.  Every  thing  was  done  at  a  word  given  by  a  director ; 
no  noise  or  confusion  appeared :  and  this  company,  of  near  190  stout  criminals,  was 
governed  with  as  much  apparent  ease,  as  the  most  sober  and  well  disposed  assembly 
in  civil  society." — "  I  revisited  the  Prison  in  1778  with  one  of  the  magistrates,  and 
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found  they  were  still  carrying  on  a  well  regulated  manufactory.  There  were  280 
men  prisoners,  and  117  women.  These  latter  had  on  their  house  clothes,  and  were 
at  work.  Most  of  them  were  spinning  or  knitting,  ranged  in  proper  order,  attentive 
and  quiet.  I  was  informed  that  all  the  prisoners  were  allowed  one  fifth  of  their 
earnings  for  themselves.  I  brought  home  specimens  of  the  cloth  as  I  did  of  the 
paper  from  Brussels  ;  which  I  mention  because  I  know  an  idea  has  prevailed,  that 
no  manufacture  can  be  carried  on  by  convicts,  to  any  valuable  purpose."  "  The 
number  of  the  criminals,  in  December,  1781,  was  206.  They  were  spinning, 
v/eaving,  making  nets,  making  and  mending  clothes,  or  working  in  the  bake-house 
and  kitchen ;  and  appeared  clean  and  healthy.  The  doors  of  the  bed-rooms  were 
open  vrhile  they  were  out  in  the  day  time  ;  and  none  of  the  rooms  appeared  in  the 
least  offensive." — "  At  my  visit  in  1783,  I  found  here  a  great  alteration  for  the 
worse  ;  the  flourishing  and  useful  manufactory  destroyed ;  and  the  looms  and 
utensils  all  sold  in  consequence  of  the  Emperor's  too  hasty  attention  to  a  petition 
from  a  few  interested  persons.  That  which  ought  to  be  "the  leading  views  in  all 
such  houses  is  now  lost.  Many  formerly  ascribed  the  comfort  and  happiness  of  their 
lives  to  the  trades  they  have  learned ;  and  the  attention  here  paid  them  ;  but  now 
the  men  and  women  (the  former  326  in  number,  the  latter  150)  do  not  earn  one 
with  another  seven  farthings  a  day.  Their  victuals  are  also  reduced,  their  bread 
now  m.ade  in  the  house  is  ammunition  bread.  In  consequence  of  this  vile  policy,  I 
found  the  aspect  of  the  prisoners  quite  changed ;  nor  could  I  wonder  to  hear  that  a 
quarter  of  the  house  is  soon  to  be  fitted  up  for  an  infirmary." 

This  untoward  state  of  things  fortunately  did  not  continue  long.  The  system  of 
manufacturing  labor  was  restored  ;  and  with  it  returned  the  good  order,  and  good 
health  of  the  convicts.  Thirty-four  years  after  the  last  visit  of  Mr.  Howard,  the 
Penitentiary  at  Ghent  was  again  examined  by  another  benevolent  and  intelligent 
observer.  Mr.  Buxton,  in  his  work  on  prison  discipline,  to  which  we  have  before 
referred,  thus  speaks  of  its  condition  in  1817. 

"  The  utmost  order  and  regularity  are  preserved.  No  prisoner  is  allowed  to 
speak  ;  and  to  such  an  extent  was  this  prohibition  carried,  that  they  did  not  answer 
our  questions,  when  we  addressed  them.  I  never  saw  any  manufactory  in  which 
the  workmen  were  more  busy;  wherever  we  went  there  was  no  noise,  but  the 
motion  of  the  shuttle  ;  and  every  eye  and  every  hand  was  engaged.  V/hether  our 
conductor  was  with  us,  or  at  a  distance  no  difference  was  observable.  In  fact  order 
was  carried  to  its  highest  point."  "  The  number  of  sick  did  not  exceed  25.  The 
vv^hole  number  of  prisoners  was  rather  more  than  1300."  To  our  question — "  Out  of 
100  persons  released  from  the  Prison  how  many  return  hither,"  the  sub-jailer  replied 
about  five.  In  answer  to  the  same  question,  the  governor  said,  "  That  of  the  fel- 
ons ten  per  cent,  returned,  but  hardly  any  of  the  misdemeanants."  "  By  this  excel- 
lent system  the  convict  gains  habits  of  order,  self-restraint,  and  subjection  of  mind  ; 
diligence  becomes  habitual  and  is  rendered  agreeable  by  the  wages  it  produces.  At 
present  he  receives  the  whole  amount  of  his  earnings,  but  this  is  a  new  and  bad 
arrangement ;  and  it  is  intended  to  revert  to  the  old  plan  by  which  one  third  was 
reserved  for  his  use  on  his  departure.  Many  instances  have  occurred  within  the 
governor's  recollection,  of  persons  acquiring  2  or  300  francs ;  and  at  this  time  he 
knows  many  tradesmen  in  Ghent  who  on  leaving  Prison  had  set  up  in  the  business 
which  they  had  learned,  had  been  enabled  to  do  so  by  the  capital  they  have  thus 
saved,  and  had  flourished  by  those  habits  of  industry,  which  they  had  thus  acquir- 
ed." "  Nothing  in  the  whole  institution  struck  me  so  much  as  the  subdued,  civil, 
submissive,  decent  behavior  of  all  the  prisoners.  There  was  a  degree  of  cleanliness 
in  their  persons,  and  an  air  of  cheerfulness  in  their  countenances,  in  short  an  ap- 
pearance of  comfort  and  respectability  which  was  the  strongest  evidence  of  the  suc- 
cess of  the  system." 

Such  are  the  arrangements  and  character  of  the  Penitentiary  at  Ghent,  which  for 
he  last  half  century  appears  from  the  concurrent  testimony  of  competent  observers 
o  have  effected  very  important  objects  in  penal  discipline.  We  proceed  now  to 
give  an  account  of  an  institution  upon  a  similar  plan  in  this  country. 

The  State  Prison  at  .Auburn,  in  New  York,  was  commenced  in  the  year  1816, 
and  with  its  wings  and  work  shops,  occupies  the  four  sides  of  a  hollow  square,  en- 
closed by  a  wall  of  500  feet  on  each  side.  In  1819,  the  Legislature,  alarmed  at  the 
progress  of  crime,  and  the  condition  of  the  old  Penitentiaries,  authorized  an  alteration 
in  the  plans,  in  consequence  of  which  the  north  wing  and  front  were  constructed  as 
they  now  stand.  They  contain  in  all  550  cells  or  separate  apartments.  Five 
small  stoves,  and  six  large  and  twelve  small  lamps,  placed  in  the  open  area,  in  front 
£>f  the  cells,  beyond  the  reach  of  the  prisoners,  afford  heat  and  light  for  550  cells; 
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and  one  sentinel  or  watchman  is  found  sufficient  4oj|iard  400  prisoners,  and  to  pre- 
vent communication  between  them.  The  sp^jcMJ^Pont  of  the  cells  forms  a  com- 
plete sounding  gallery  ;  so  that  a  watchman  in  f^W^en  area  on  the  ground  can 
hear  even  a  whisper  from  a  distant  cell  in  the  upper  jtory. 

Such  are  the  provisions  and  precautions  for  th?  separate  confinement  of  the 
prisoners  at  night.  In  the  day  time,  they  are  compelled  to  labor  together,  in  an 
orderly  and  penitential  manner.  During  the  night,  turnkeys  are  constantly  employ- 
ed in  moving  round  the  galleries,  wearing  woollen  socks  on  their  feet,  and  walking 
so  noiselessly,  that  the  convicts  are  not  able  to  discover  their  presence  or  absence  ; 
and  thus  the  whole  wing,  containing  between  4  and  500  convicts,  is  preserved  in 
perfect  stillness  and  order. 

The  labor  performed  in  the  workshops,  at  the  Auburn  Prison,  is  of  various  de- 
scriptions ;  all,  however,  useful  and  profitable.  On  the  31st  of  October,  1826,  the 
convicts  then  in  the  Prison  were  employed  as  follows  : 

In  the  carpenter's  shop,  27  ;  blacksmiths,  28  ;  weavers,  104  ;  shoemakers,  65  ; 
tailors,  57  ;  coopers,  106  ;  gardeners,  wood  sawyers,  &,c.  15  ;  employed  in  the  hos- 
pital, 2 ;  in  the  kitchen,  17 ;  females,  8 ;  sick  in  the  hospital,  4 ;  insane,  in  the 
cells,  2.     Total,  435. 

For  several  years  after  the  erection  of  this  Prison,  the  agent  purchased  all  the 
raw  materials,  caused  them  to  be  manufactured  in  the  Prison,  and  sold  them  from 
the  prison  stores,  on  account  of  the  State.  Very  serious  losses  resulted  from  this 
system,  in  consequence  of  which  the  Legislature  abolished  it,  and  adopted  the  plan 
of  hiring  by  contract,  which  is  now  pursued  with  deci4ed  advantage.  The  contrac- 
tors furnish  the  materials,  pay  a  certain  fixed  sum  per  diem  for  the  labor  of  the  con- 
vict, and  dispose  of  the  articles  manufactured  exclusively  on  their  own  account. 
The  following  statement  exhibits  the  contract  prices  for  each  kind  of  labor.  It  is 
proper  here  to  remark,  that  the  existing  contracts  were  made  under  circumstances 
very  unfavorable  for  the  Prison,  and  that  when  these  contracts  shall  expire,  it  is 
expected  that  larger  prices  will  be  obtained />er  diem  for  the  labor  of  the  convicts. 

Coopers'  shop,  average  per  diem,  about  23  cents ;  tailors'  shop,  do.  15  cents  ; 
shoemakers'  shop,  do.  25  cents ;  weavers'  shop,  do.  20  cents  ;  tool  shop,  do.  30 
cents  ;  spoolers,  (all  invalids,)  do.  10  cents. 

The  whole  number  of  prisoners  hired  on  contract,  in  October,  1826,  was  327;  the 
remainder  being  employed  on  work  for  the  Prison,  or  for  customers,  &c. 

The  discipline  of  the  Prison  is  enforced  by  the  punishment  of  stripes,  inflicted  by 
the  assistant  keepers,  upon  the  back  of  the  prisoners,  in  such  manner  as  to  produce 
personal  suffering  in  the  delinquent,  without  danger  to  the  health  or  any  vital  part. 
We  say  that  the  rules  of  the  prison  are  thus  enforced,  because  such  is  the  authority 
given  to  the  officers;  but,  as  at  Ghent,  in  point  of  fact,  the  power  is  rarely  exercised. 

The  expenses  of  the  Prison  for  the  year  ending  on  the  Slst  of  October,  1826,  (the 
last  of  which  accounts  have  reached  us)  amount  to  ^v30,718  05.  If  we  deduct 
from  this  amount  the  sums  expended  for  the  transportation  of  convicts,  the  repairs  of 
the  Prison,  and  other  matters,  not  strictly  chargeable  to  the  annual  expenses,  amount- 
ing to  $4,835  29,  the  actual  expense  of  the  convicts  for  the  year,  including  the  pay 
of  officers,  clothing,  provisions,  &c.  and  the  tolls  for  labor,  will  amount  to  ^25,882  76. 
The  receipts  from  the  labor  of  the  convicts  during  the  same  period,  amounted  to 
$21,970  87  ;  received  from  visitors  $1,182  75.  Total  receipts,  $23,153  62.  Leav- 
ing a  balance  against  the  Prison  from  this  source,  of  $2,729  14. 

The  average  number  of  convicts  during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  of  December, 
1826,  was  433,  making  the  actual  cost  to  the  State  of  each  convict  for  support,  &.c. 
during  the  year,  only  $6  30. 

We  have,  thus,  stated  the  arrangements,  operations,  and  financial  concerns,  of  the 
Auburn  Prison,  with  a  degree  of  minuteness,  which  we  trust  the  importance  of  a 
complete  understanding  of  the  subject  will  excuse.  It  remains  for  us  to  state  the 
effect  which  an  examination  of  the  Prison  his  produced  on  the  minds  of  capable  and. 
unprejudiced  observers,  and  to  add  what  occurred  to  ourselves  in  the  course  of  two 
visits  to  this  establishment. 

The  first  report  of  the  Prison  Discipline  Society  of  Boston,  contains  the  following: 
"  At  Auburn  we  have  a  more  beautiful  example  still,  of  what  may  be  done  .with 
proper  discipline,  in  a  Prison  well  constructed.  It  is  not  possible  to  describe  the 
pleasure,  which  we  feel  in  contemplating  this  noble  institution,  after  wading  through 
the  fraud  and  material  and  moral  filth  of  many  Prisons.  We  regard  it  as  a  model 
worthy  of  the  world's  imitation.  We  do  not  mean  that  there  is  nothing  in  this  insti- 
tution which  admits  of  improvement ;  for  there  have  been  a  few  cases  of  unjustifia- 
ble severity  of  punishment ;  but,  on  the  whole,  the  institution  is  immensely  elevated 
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above  the  old  Penitentiaries.  The  whole  establishment  from  the  gate  to  the  sewer, 
is  a  specimen  of  neatness.  The  unremitted  industry,  the  entire  subordination,  and 
subdued  feeling  of  the  convicts,  has  probably  no  parallel  among  an  equal  number  of 
convicts.  In  their  solitary  cells  they  spend  the  night  with  no  other  book  but  the 
Bible."  "  From  one  end  of  the  shops  to  the  other,  it  is  the  testimony  of  many  wit- 
nesses, that  they  have  passed  more  than  300  convicts,  without  seeing  one  leave  his 
work  or  turn  his  head  to  gaze  at  them.  There  is  the  most  perfect  attention  to  busi- 
ness from  morning  till  night,  interrupted  only  by  the  time  necessary  to  dine."  "  Un- 
der these  circumstances  they  are  provided  with  the  word  of  God,  by  a  law  of  the 
State  which  requires  that  every  cell  should  be  supplied  with  a  Bible  or  Testament. 
They  also  receive  the  undivided  attention  of  a  most  wise  and  faithful  religious  teacher, 
"who  spends  all  his  time  in  the  Prison  visiting  the  sick  ;  teaching  those  who  cannot 
read ;  preaching  in  the  chapel  on  the  Sabbath  the  unsearchable  riches  of  Christ ; 
and  afterwards  in  going  from  cell  to  cell,  to  administer  the  reproof  and  consolations 
of  religion  to  individuals.  The  influence  of  the  chaplain,  according  to  the  testimo- 
ny of  all  the  oflficers,  is  most  salutary  and  powerful ;  and  the  various  expressions  of 
confidence  and  affection  exhibited  towards  him  by  the  convicts,  is  most  cheering  to 
himself"  "  It  is  hardly  necessary  to  add  that  at  Auburn  there  is  an  exclusion  of 
all  the  positive  evils  of  the  old  system,  which  arise  from  crowded  night  rooms,  evil 
communication,  instruction  in  all  the  arts  of  pick  pockets,  thieves,  incendiaries,  and 
counterfeiters  ;  and,  above  all,  from  the  existence  of  a  crime,  which  is  not  fit  to  be 
named  among  Christians.  These  great  ends  are  gained,  partly  by  discipline  and 
partly  by  construction." 

Similar  testimony  is  borne  in  the  second  annual  report  of  this  society. 

Governor  Liptcoln  of  Massachusetts  in  his  message  to  the  Legislature  of  Janu- 
ary, 1826,  recommends  the  erection  of  a  Penitentiary  on  the  plan  of  that  at  Auburn, 
of  which  he  speaks  in  the  following  terms  :  "  as  the  best  model  of  a  structure  of  this 
description,  securing  the  most  entire  solitude  of  persons,  with  an  effectual  arrange- 
ment for  detecting  the  slightest  attempt  at  correspondence  by  conversation,  the 
Prison  at  Auburn  in  the  State  of  New  York  is  particularly  to  be  preferred.  The 
whole  expense  of  the  proposed  building,  constructed,  as  it  should  be,  of  unhammered 
stone,  may  be  estimated  not  to  exceed  thifty-five  thousand  dollars." 

In  May,  1826,  a  committee  of  the  Connecticut  Legislature,  appointed  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  erection  of  a  new  Penitentiary,  made  a  report,  recommending  the  con- 
struction of  a  Prison  on  the  plan  of  that  at  Auburn.  The  following  extract  exhibits 
their  views  of  the  question  :  "  We  cannot  but  feel,  that  the  declaration  of  the  last 
legislature  contained  in  the  resolution  under  which  we  act,  '  that  it  is  expedient 
that  buildings  should  be  constructed  for  Newgate  Prison,  containing  such  a  number 
of  cells,  that  each  prisoner  may  be  subjected  to  solitary  confinement,  at  least  during 
the  intervals  of  labor,'  is  one  which  will  receive  the  assent  of  every  man,  who  will 
yield  his  assent  to  the  facts.  These  facts  on  which  the  foregoing  remarks  are  found- 
ed, cannot,  with  propriety,  be  fully  presented  in  a  report,  &c.  As  to  the  plan  of  the 
building  proposed  to  be  erected,  we  are  fortunately  presented  with  one  in  the  Au- 
burn Prison  in  the  State  of  New  York,  which  has  stood  the  test  of  experience.  This 
Prison  has  so  entirely  answered  the  view  of  its  projectors,  that  the  Legislature  ot 
that  State  have  ordered  the  erection  of  another  Prison  on  nearly  the  same  plan  at 
Sing  Sing  near  Hudson  river ;  and  have  decided  to  abandon  the  State  Prison  in  the 
city  of  New  York,  on  which  has  been  expended  more  than  half  a  million  of  dollars. 
On  this  subject,  therefore,  we  feel  ourselves  authorized  to  say  with  confidence,  that 
the  plan  of  the  Auburn  Prison  should  in  its  principal  features  be  followed  as  a  model." 
In  conformity  with  the  recommendation  of  the  committee,  a  Penitentiary  was  con- 
structed at  Wethersfield,  on  the  plan  of  that  at  Auburn,  and,  we  understand,  is  now 
in  successful  operation. 

In  1824,  the  Legislature  of  New  York  appointed  three  commissioners  to  visit  the 
State  Prisons  at  New  York  and  Auburn,  and  to  report  on  their  comparative  efficiency 
for  the  purpose  of  punishment.  From  the  report  which  was  made  on  the  15th  of 
January,  1825,  and  to  which  we  have  already  had  occasion  to  refer,  we  think  it  ma- 
terial to  our  present  inquiry  to  extract  the  following  passages  :  "  The  Auburn  Pris- 
on, combining  the  construction  of  the  Prison  with  the  discipUne  enforced  in  it,  pre- 
sents the  following  advantages : — that  the  sentence  of  the  law  can  be  enforced  with 
almost  absolute  certainty,  since  escapes  must  be  nearly  impossible,  and  conspiracy 
quite  so ;  and  an  attempt  at  insurrection  therefore  hopeless  ;  consequently,  that 
the  Prison  is  governed  with  great  comparative  safety  to  the  lives  both  of  the  keepers 
and  prisoners,  which  in  case  of  insurrection  are  necessarily  in  danger.  The  separate 
cells  by  night,  and  the  silence  preserved  always,  entirely  prevent  all  contamination 
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among  the  prisoners ;  thus  at  once  is  excluded  the  great  question  of  the  classification 
of  convicts,  which  has  so  much  engaged  the  attention  of  benevolent  men  in  Europe 
and  America.  By  this  system  every  prisoner  forms  a  class  by  himself;  and  to  all 
moral  and  social  purposes  he  is  insulated.  The  novice  in  crime  may  work  for  years 
by  the  side  of  the  most  expert  felon,  without  making  any  progress  in  the  myste- 
ries of  criminality.  The  prisoners  are  compelled  to  work  diligently  and  profitably, 
and  are  deterred  from  spoiling  their  work.  And  we  may  add,  as  an  important 
feature  of  this  system,  that  if  any  human  means  can,  as  it  were,  enforce  repentance 
and  amendment,  it  is  this.  The  entire  separation  from  all  criminal  associates,  the 
sobriety  of  feelings  consequent  upon  temperance  and  labor,  and,  most  of  all,  the 
sadness  of  solitude,  most  frequently  make  serious  impressions.  We  have  seen 
manifest  proofs  of  such  impressions  among  the  prisoners ;  and  only  wish  there 
were  reason  to  expect  they  would  be  permanent." 

In  1826,  a  commission,  composed  of  the  same  gentlemen,  was  appointed  by  the 
Legislature  of  New  York,  to  visit  the  State  Prison  at  Auburn.  Their  report,  which 
was  made  to  the  senate  on  the  13th  of  January,  1827,  contains  an  elaborate  exami- 
nation of  certain  charges  of  misconduct  preferred  against  some  of  the  subordinate 
officers  of  the  Prison.  The  following  passage  shows  the  opinion  of  the  commis- 
sioners on  the  efficacy  of  the  Prison  to  be  unchanged.  "  With  these  views,  we 
consider  now,  as  in  our  former  report,  that  the  Auburn  Prison,  with  its  government 
and  discipline,  as  it  was  then,  and  now  is,  notwithstanding  the  faults  and  abuses 
in  practice  pointed  out,  is  much  better  calculated  to  effect  the  purposes  suggest- 
ed, than  any  other  which  we  have  heard  or  have  any  knowledge  of." 

We  conclude  these  citations  with  the  following  extract  from  the  late  work  of 
Judge  Powers,  the  present  excellent  superintendent  of  the  Auburn  Prison,  to  whose 
kindness  and  intelligence  we  are  largely  indebted  for  the  communication  of  valu 
able  information.  "  Sufficient  time  has  not  yet  elapsed  fully  to  develope  the  in 
fluence  of  confinement  in  this  Prison  in  reforming  the  habits  and  dispositions  of 
men ;  but  enough  has  appeared  to  promise  the  most  favorable  results.  There 
have  been  fewer  re-convictions,  according  to  the  number  of  convicts  in  this  Prison, 
than  in  any  other  known  ;  and  their  frequency  is  evidently  diminishing.  From 
167  of  the  convicts  last  received,  there  were  but  three  on  re-conviction ;  and  one 
of  whom  was  from  the  solitary  class." 

It  appears  from  the  report  of  the  inspectors  of  the  Auburn  Prison  for  1826,  that 
there  were  admitted  into  that  Prison  during  the  year,  133  prisoners;  of  whom 
there  were  received  on  first  sentence  129 ;  second  do.  4  ;  total  133. 

Compare  this  with  the  following  statement,  with  which  we  have  been  officially 
furnished,  from  the  Prison  of  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia. 

Admitted  in  1825,  358  prisoners,  of  whom  there  were  received  on  first  sentence, 
270  ;  second  do.  67  ;  third  do.  15  ;  fourth  do.  4  ;  fifth  do.  2;  total  358. 

Admitted  in  1826,  296  prisoners,  of  whom  were  received  on  first  sentence,  231 ; 
second  do.  42;  third  do.  17 ;  fourth  do.  5  ;  fifth  do.  1  ;  total  296. 

Thus,  at  Auburn,  the  re-convictions  were  as  one  to  32,  while  at  Philadelphia 
they  were  as  one  to  three  and  three  and  a  half;  a  disproportion  which  can  only 
be  accounted  for,  by  conceding  to  the  system  and  discipline  of  the  former  a  great 
and  enduring  influence. 

With  the  opinions  which  we  have  quoted  respecting  the  visible  operations  of 
the  Auburn  Prison,  our  own  judgment,  derived  from  a  minute  personal  examina- 
tion, entirely  coincides." 

Here,  then,  is  presented  a  minute  account  of  two  Prisons;  one  in 
Europe,  and  the  other  in  America,  which  are  proved,  by  many  wit- 
nesses on  both  sides  of  the  Atlantic,  to  be  as  they  are  here  represented. 
Concerning  the  Maison  de  Force  at  Ghent,  the  witnesses  are  Mr. 
Howard  and  Mr.  Buxton.  Concerning  the  Prison  at  Auburn,  they 
are  individuals  much  less  known,  but  nine  of  them  are  commissioners 
of  the  Legislatures  of  Massachusetts,  Connecticut  and  New  York,  five 
or  six  of  whom  have  visited  the  Prison,  and  the  others,  together  with 
the  Governor  of  Massachusetts,  have  sought  authentic  information 
concerning  it,  by  which  they  have  been  influenced  in  their  official 
duties.  If,  in  the  testimony  of  these  witnesses,  the  true  character  of 
the  two  Prisons  is  exhibited,  and  if  the  penitentiary  system  cannot  be 
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better  described  than  in  the  preamble  to  the  British  Act  of  Parliament 
already  quoted,  then  where  is  the  abandonment  of  the  penitentiary 
system ?  The  definition  is :  1.  "To  seclude  the  criminals  fi-om  their 
former  associates ;  and  to  separate  those  of  whom  hopes  might  be  en- 
tertained from  those  who  were  desperate."  This  is  done  in  both 
Prisons  by  solitary  confinement  at  night,  and  by  unbroken  silence 
during  the  day  ;  though  there  is  no  evidence  that  the  same  precaution 
is  used  at  night  in  the  Maison  de  Force  at  Ghent,  as  at  Auburn, 
viz.  sentinels  walking  near  the  cells  to  prevent  evil  communication. 
2.  "  To  teach  them  useful  trades."  '  This  is  done  at  both  Prisons  by 
joint  labor  in  large  workshops.  3.  "  To  give  them  religious  instruc- 
tion." This  is  done  in  both  Prisons ;  though  there  is  no  evidence,  in 
the  above  extracts,  that  it  is  done  at  Ghent,  as  at  Auburn,  to  the  same 
extent,  and  with  the  same  system.  4.  "  To  provide  them  with  a  re- 
commendation to  the  world,  and  the  means  of  obtaining  an  honest  live- 
lihood after  the  expiration  of  the  term  of  their  punishment."  The  evi- 
dence of  what  is  accomplished  in  this  way  is  from  the  small  proportion 
of  recommittals,  which  has  been  seen  to  be,  in  each  Prison,  about 
one  to  twenty  ;  while,  in  some  of  the  old  Penitentiaries,  they  are  one  to 
three.  But  there  is  other  evidence  from  both  these  Prisons,  still  more 
satisfactory,  i.  e.  well  authenticated  cases  of  reformation.  This- is  a 
source  of  unbounded  gratification  and  gratitude  to  all  the  friends  of 
Penitentiaries.  It  is  evidence  that  they  have  been,  in  some  cases, 
what  they  were  designed  to  be,  and  what  their  name  imports.  And 
in  view  of  the  few  simple  principles  embraced  in  the  definition  of  the 
system,  and  the  success  which  has  attended  the  practice  on  these  prin- 
ciples, at  Ghent  and  at  Auburn,  well  grounded  hopes  may  be  cher- 
ished, that  Prisons  may  more  extensively  become  Penitentiaries.  In- 
deed, hope  has  already  become  fruition  at  Wethersfield,  Connecticut. 
Where,  then,  is  the  abandonment  of  the  penitentiary  system  ?  And 
how  is  it  explained,  that  Mr.  Roscoe  should  have  written  a  pamphlet 
with  such  a  title  page  1 

The  explanation,  in  regard  to  misapprehension,  is  this :  Mr.  Roscoe 
took  the  testimony  of  an  old  report,  in  1822,  of  the  inspectors  and 
physician,  concerning  the  Prison  at  Auburn,  as  better  evidence  of  its 
character  and  condition  in  1826,  than  the  Report  of  the  Prison  Disci- 
pline Society,  of  the  year  1826.  He  makes  copious  extracts  from 
both,  and  gives  a  decided  preference  to  the  testimony  of  the  former.  If 
they  had  been  for  the  same  year,  this  would  have  been  right.  But, 
four  years  having  elapsed,  there  might  have  been  great  changes.  And 
such  was  the  fact.  The  very  principle  against  which  Mr.  Roscoe  was 
contending  in  the  pamphlet,  viz.  solitary  confinement  day  and  night 
without  labor,  was  tried  at  Auburn,  in  1822,  on  70  or  80  convicts, 
during  the  period  of  ten  months,  the  result  of  which  was  an  abandon- 
ment of  it.  Much  of  the  evidence  concerning  the  evils  of  this  perni- 
cious principle  of  prison  discipline,  which  the  officers  of  the  Prison, 
and  the  Executive  of  the  State,  had  relied  upon  as  the  foundation  of 
their  conduct  in  forsaking  it,  was  the  same  which  Mr.  Roscoe  incor- 
porated into  his  pamphlet  to  prove  what  the  Prison  was  at  the  latest 
date.  Mr.  Roscoe  accordingly  says,  in  the  pamphlet  of  1826,  ^^  Nor 
must  it  he  supposed  that  the  convicts  in  solitary  confinement  at 
Auburn  consist  of  only  a  few;  on  the  contrary,  they  form  a  considera' 
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hie  portion  of  the  loholc  nwiiher.''''  The  evidence  given  of  this  fact,  in 
the  pamphlet,  as  existing  in  1826,  is  from  the  report  of  1822.  While 
in  truth,  in  1826,  out  of  more  than  400  convicts,  only  4  were  in  solitary 
cx)nfinc7}init,  and  from  1S2»J,  when  the  principle  of  solitarrj  rovfincmcnt 
day  and  night  without  labor  was  abandoned  at  Auburn,  the  propor- 
tion had  been  nearly  the  same.  Not  knowing  this  fact,  and  going  back 
10  the  facts  stated  in  the  old  report  of  the  inspectors  in  1822,  he  says, 
**  this  is,  I  apprehend,  a  much  more  faithful  picture  of  the  Prison 
Jit  Auburn,  than  that  which  the  Managers  of  the  Society  at  Boston 
have  favored  us  with  ;  in  which  I  find  no  mention  of  solitary  cells,  of 
persons  confined  who  were  anxious  to  work,  of  human  beings  com- 
pelled to  bear  the  greatest  measure  of  suifering  that  human  nature  can 
endure,  of  diseases  aggravated  upon  those  who  were  confined,  when 
under  the  symptoms  of  them,  and  actually  produced  in  those  who  were 
healthy,"  or  of  persons  "  sent  to  one  of  those  solitary  cells  where  their 
Hufferings  are  carried  to  the  highest  possible  degree."  "  Of  all  this 
the  Managers  of  the  Boston  Society  have  not  afforded  us  a  single 
hint."  The  reason  is  obvious ;  these  were  appendages  of  a  system, 
which  had  long  since  been  proved  injurious  at  the  Auburn  Prison,  and 
it  had  been  long  since  abandoned.  Mr.  Roscoe  will  therefore  believe 
«s  when  we  say,  that  the  following  extract  from  his  pamphlet  contains 
evidence  of  a  misapprehension  :  '*  The  Society  at  Boston  are  decidedly 
hostile  to  the  plan  of  penitentiary  discipline.'' 

With  the  correction  of  these  cases  of  obvious  misapprehension, 
which  would  have  been  passed  without  remark,  were  it  not  that  the 
combined  efforts  of  the  friends  of  improvement  in  prison  discipline 
might  be  retarded  by  them,  we  leave  this  part  of  the  subject. 

What  are  the  great  toixts  of  difference  and  coincidence 
IN  Europe  and  America  in  regard  to  prison  discipline? 

There  is  a  very  great  difference  of  opinion  and  practice,  in  the 
two  countries  in  regard  to  the  trcad-miU.  It  is  very  extensively  intro- 
duced in  Europe;  more  especially  in  England,  where  some  Prisons 
contain  several,  which  are  distributed  in  different  apartments  for  the 
accommodation  of  different  classes  of  convicts.  In  the  United  Sta.es 
there  are  only  three  known  to  this  Society,  and  one  of  these  is  aban- 
doned as  less  useful  than  some  other  mode  of  employing  the  convicts, 
and  another  is  used  very  irregularly.  The  general  objections  which 
lie  against  it  in  the  United  States,  and  which  will  probably  prevent 
its  introduction,  to  any  great  extent,  are  thus  stated  by  Mr.  Livings- 
ton in  the  introduction  to  his  code  of  prison  discipline.  "Its  inju- 
rious effects  upon  the  health  are  supported  by  strong  testimony ;  and, 
although  there  is  a  contrariety  of  evidence  on  the  subject,  yet  it  may 
be  fairly  inferred  from  the  whole,  that  it  does  not  fortif}"  the  constitu- 
tion, and  prepare  the  convicts  for  any  of  the  ordinary  pursuits  of  labori- 
ous life,  the  principal  muscular  action  being  in  the  legs  only.  It 
teaches  the  convict  nothing  which  can  be  useful  to  him  on  his  dis- 
charge. It  is  not  a  profitable  employment  of  human  power.  As  a 
punishment  it  must  be  unequal;  to  give  it  the  velocity  necessary  to 
punish  one  of  robust  constitution,  would  make  it  a  torture  to  a  weaker 
convict." 

18 
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Another  great  point  of  difference  in  the  two  countries,  is  in  regard 
to  the  productiveness  of  the  labor  of  convicts. 

IN  ENGLAND.                                                          JVb.  of  convicts.    Am.  of  earn. 

Maidstone  County  Prison,  Kent,         363  £1,119 

Lancaster  Castle  County  Jail, 414  601 

Preston  County  House  of  Correction, 192  516 

Manchester  New  Bailey  House  of  Correction,      .     .     .  762  2,209 

Kirkdale  County  House  of  Correction, 620  830 

Leicester  County  House  of  Correction, 99  133 

Milbank  Penitentiary,  near  London, 341  1,425 

Shrewsbury  County  Jail  and  House  of  Correction,  .     .  134  227 

Stafford  County  Jail  and  House  of  Correction,     .     .     .  268  Q^)^ 

Bury  County  Jail  and  House  of  Correction,     ....  124  154 

Dorchester  County  Jail  and  House  of  Correction,    .     .  183  675 

Gloucester  County  Jail  and  Penitentiary, 199  120 

Twelve  amonff  the  most  productive  Prisons  in  Eng-  >    ^  ^^n         ^a  on-> 
land,  containing   .  ^5    ^'^^^        ^^'^^^ 

IN  THE  UNITED  STATES.  JVo.  of  convicts.  Am.  of  earn. 

State  Prison  in  Maine, 1827,        71  $8,564 

State  Prison  in  New  Hampshire, 1825,        70  9,949 

State  Prison  in  Massachusetts 1827,      285  22,732 

.    State  Prison  at  Wethersfield,  Conn 1828,         97  7,230* 

State  Prison  at  Auburn,  N.  Y 1827,      476  33,504 

Five  among  the  most  productive  Prisons  in  the  U.  States,  999        $81,979 

According  to  this  statement,  in  England,  3,699  convicts  earn  in  a 
year,  $39,361  48.  And  in  the  United  States,  999  convicts  earn 
$81,979.  Or  in  other  words,  a  little  more  than  one  fourth  part  the 
number  of  convicts  in  the  United  States,  earn  more  than  double  the 
amount  of  nearly  four  times  the  number  of  convicts  in  England. 

Another  point  in  which  there  is  no  small  difference,  relates  to  the 
food  of  prisoners.  This  difference  consists  principally  in  allowing 
them  less  animal  food  in  Europe,  than  in  the  United  States.  In  many 
Prisons  in  Europe,  no  animal  food  is  allowed ;  in  others  a  little  soup ; 
and  in  some  a  pound,  and  in  others  a  pound  and  a  half  of  meat,  per 
week.  In  the  Penitentiaries  generally,  in  the  United  States,  the 
animal  food  is  equal  to  one  pound  of  meat  per  day,  for  each  convict. 
When  the  labor  is  hard  and  constant,  this  is  not  more  than  sufficient 
to  enable  them  to  perform  it.  This  is  true  in  regard  to  the  greater 
part  of  the  convicts  in  our  Penitentiaries,  more  particularly  in  regard 
to  those  in  Maine,  New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts,  Connecticut,  at 
Auburn  and  Sing  Sing,  N.  Y.  But  where  the  labor  is  of  a  lighter 
kind,  less  animal  food,  as  in  Europe,  may  be  sufficient. 

The  points  of  difference,  however,  in  Europe  and  America,  in  re- 
gard to  prison  discipline,  are  but  few. 

There  are  several  interesting  points  of  coincidence. 

The  first,  which  we  shall  notice,  relates  to  the  imprisonment  of 
lunatics.  The  Seventh  Report  of  the  London  Prison  Discipline 
Society,  and  the  Second  Report  of  the  Boston  Society,  were  published 
simultaneously.     We  make  the  following  extracts  from   the  two  Re- 

*  This  amount  is  on  supposition  that  the  earnings  for  a  year  will  be  at  least  double  the  earnings  of 
six  months  in  the  autumn  and  winter. 
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ports,  which  were  written  without  concert,  to  show  the  coincidence  of 
fact  arjd  feeling,  in  different  countries,  on  this  interesting  subject. 
Extract  from  the  Seventh  Report  of  the  London  Society. 

"  The  visitation  of  lunatic  asylums  is  included  in  the  duties  of  the  inspectors- 
general  of  Ireland;  and  it  will  be  seen  from  their  reports,  with  regret,  that  notwith- 
standing the  facilities  which  the  law  affords  for  the  erection  of  these  excellent  in- 
stitutions, adequate  provision  has  not  hitherto  been  made  for  the  proper  treatment 
of  the  pauper  and  criminal  insane.  In  England,  also,  this  deficiency  is  both 
deeply  and  widely  felt;  nor  does  any  evil  that  afflicts  society  possess  superior  claims 
on  the  public  commiseration  and  liberality.* 

There  is  not  upon  earth  a  more  affecting  spectacle  than  an  imprisoned  lunatic. 
In  viewing  the  ordinary  inmates  of  a  gaol,  our  sen^e  of  pity  is  in  some  degree  coun- 
teracted by  a  feeling  of  justice ;  but  in  the  criminal  lunatic  we  behold  an  object  of 
unmixed  compassion — an  irresponsible  agent  sufiering  under  punishment — a  sufferer 
from  disease  the  most  terrible,  without  the  means  which  can  alone  contribute  to  his 
cure.  Under  circumstances  the  most  favorable  to  recovery — when  mitigated  by  all 
that  skill  can  dictate  and  kindness  can  suggest — how  awful  are  the  maladies  of  mind ! 
Other  evils  admit  of  relief  from  the  promises  of  religion,  the  approbation  of  con- 
science, and  the  consolations  of  friendship  ;  but  the  lunatic  is  estranged  from  every 
comfort  by  which  man  is  sustained  in  the  hour  of  affliction  ;  and  if,  as  in  the  treat- 
ment of  the  criminal  and  pauper  insane,  the  miseries  of  disease  be  aggravated  by 
indigence  and  neglect,  then  is  the  measure  of  human  calamity  indeed  full. 

In  a  Prison,  the  lunatic  receives  no  medical  aid  adapted  to  his  condition.     He  is 
usually  confined  with,  and  for  the  most  part  treated  as,  other  prisoners ;  and  he  is  too 
frequently  the  object  of  violence  and  sport  to  the  brutal  and  depraved.     These  cir- 
cumstances inevitably  strengthen  the  excitement  of  his  feelings,  and  the  alienation 
of  his  mind  ;  and  it  is  very  rare  that  imprisonment  fails  to  prolong  his  disorder  and 
perpetuate  his  sufferings  during  life.    Obvious  as  is  the  cruelty  of  such  treatment,  it 
becomes  still  more  apparent  by  the  fact,  that  an  early  atten'i^n  to  mental  disease 
affords  the  most  certain,  and  in  most  cases  the  only,  mean-  ol     . :  >. .    The  experience 
of  the  best  regulated  asylums  abundantly  proves  that,  ......^r  proper  care,  in  the 

first  stages  of  the  disorder,  a  very  large  majority  of  lunatics  are  restored  to  society ; 
and  it  is  equally  certain,  that  when  the  disease  has  been  at  first  neglected  or  im- 
properly treated,  a  very  large  proportion  becomes  incurable.  As  a  proof  of  this  fact 
it  may  not  be  uninteresting  to  state,  that  of  forty-seven  patients  admitted  into  the 
Retreat  at  York,  within  three  months  from  the  commencement  of  the  first  attack, 
forty  were  restored  to  their  friends,  recovered ;  and,  of  the  remaining  seven,  three 
died  so  soon  after  admission,  and  of  complaints  under  which  they  labored  at  the  time 
they  entered,  as  hardly  to  allow  of  the  opportunity  of  recovery.  Of  the  cases  of 
persons  in  this  establishment,  who,  before  their  admission,  had  been  afflicted  for  a 
period  exceeding  three  months  and  within  twelve  months,  the  proportion  of  cures 
appears  to  be  as  twenty-five  to  forty-five  ;  and  of  those  where  the  disease  was  of 
more  than  two  years  standing,  the  proportion  is  as  fourteen  to  seventy-nine.  Justice, 
therefore,  no  less  than  mercy,  calls  upon  us  to  protect  the  criminal  lunatic  from  the 
cruel  infliction  of  perpetual  disease  ;  and  if  it  be  not  digressing  too  far  from  the  im- 
mediate object  of  this  report,  the  committee  would  observe,  that  in  regard  to  the 
treatment  of  pauper  lunatics,  it  is  obviously  the  interest  as  well  as  duty  of  par- 
ishes to  provide  the  necessary  means  for  their  medical  treatment  and  moral  care.  A 
pauper  lunatic,  neglected  in  the  earlier  stages  of  his  disease,  will  generally  remain 
lor  life  a  burthen  upon  his  parish; — aburthenthat  will,  of  course,  be  increased  by  his 
family  being  inevitably  deprived  of  their  natural  supporter.  But  a  slight  considera- 
tion of  the  subject  may  serve  to  show,  that  a  workhouse  is  not  (and  still  less  a 
Prison)  a  proper  place  for  a  lunatic.  If  allowed  to  ramble  at  large,  he  becomes 
eqially  the  subject  of  cruel  insult  from  the  young  and  idle,  and  the  object  of  annoy- 
ance to  the  decent  poor,  whom  age  or  infirmity  has  brought  to  the  lowest  ebb  of 
worldly  condition  ;  and  if  even  these  evils  are  avoided,  the  alternative  generally 
consists  in  the  most  rigid  confinement  of  the  sufferer  to  a'cell,  where,  too  often,  light 
and  air  are  in  a  great  measure  excluded,  and  every  species  of  neglect  combines  to 
aggravate  his  misery  and  confirm  his  disease.  It  is  not  to  be  expected  that  parishes 
will  make  such  provision  as  is  requisite  for  the  proper  care  and  cure  of  their  luna- 
tics ;  and  as  there  are  yet  but  a  small  number  of  county  asylums,  this  unhappy  class 

*  It  appears,  by  the  returns  made  under  the  Gaol  Act,  that  in  twenty-nine  counties  in  England  and 
Wales,  the  practice  still  continues  of  confining  insane  persons  in  Prisons,  after  they  have  been  tried, 

and  acquitted  on  the  ground  of  insanity. 
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of  persons  is  too  generally  doomed  to  lasting  sulu;;in?,  and  their  connexions  to  de- 
plore the  loss  of  a  husband,  a  father,  or  a  friend  ;— one,  too,  whom  early  and  judi- 
cious care  might  have  restored  to  the  blessings  of  a  sound  mind,  and  to  the  duties 
and  enjoyments  of  social  life.  There  are,  in  fact,  no  ins-itutions,  in  the  increase  and 
good  management  of  which  the  interests  of  humanity  are  more  deeply  concerned, 
than  in  county  lunatic  asylums  ;  nor  will  Britain  be  exempt  fiom  rep'roach,  while 
liny  district  throughout  the  kingdom  shall  be  deiicicnt  in  provision  for  these  most 
helpless  and  suffering  classes  ol'our  fellow  creatures."* 

Extract  from  the  Second  Report  ef  the  Boston-  Society. 

"  A  Jail  is  not  the  proper  place  for  a  human  being  suffering  under  one  of  the  great- 
est of  all  calamities,  the  loss  of  reason.  It  is  not  right,  that  several  hundreds  of  ou." 
fellovz-creatures,  in  this  unhappy  condition,  sliould  be  found  in  our  Prisons.  The 
distinction  between  right  and  wrong  should  not  be  destroyed  by  inflicting  the  same 
punishment  on  a  lunatic  and  a  criminal.  The  heavy  judgment  of  God,  in  ilie  loss  of 
reason,  should  not  be  followed  by  imprisonment.  It  cannot  be  necessary  to  repeat 
truths,  which  it  would  secrn  every  human  being  must  feel  before  they  are  expiessed. 
It  remains  to  be  seen  v/hether  those  who  make  the  laws  will  render  themselves 
worthy  of  the  praise,  which,  we  are  confident,  all  good  citizens  will  be  impatient  to 
render,  if  they  provide  for  a  jail  delivery  of  lunatics. 

In  Massachusetts,  the  Report  of  the  Committee,  of  which  Mr.  Bliss  was  chair- 
man, and  in  which  Mr.  Pickering  has  taken  an  active  part,  is  in  favor  of  this 
measure.  The  honor,  therefore,  is  reserved  for  the  Legislature  of  accepting  thi.> 
Report,  and  making  the  bill,  which  accompanies  it,  a  law  of  this  Commonwealth. 

In  the  State  of  New  York,  a  law  was  passed  in  April  last,  in  consequence  of  the 
death  of  a  lunatic  in  Prison,  and  other  considerations  connected  with  the  imprison- 
ment of  such  persons,  providing  other  accommodations  than  Prisons  for  them. 
Whether  this  law  is  expressed  in  such  terms,  and  enforced  by  such  a  penalty,  as  to 
secure  the  object,  cannot  perhaps  be  told  till  the  next  census  is  taken,  which  will 
s)  ow  how  many  lunatics  are  in  jail  in  the  State  of  New  York. 

In  other  States,  as  well  as  in  Massachusetts  and  New  York,  we  cannot  but  indulge 
the  hope,  that  this  subject  will  engage  the  attention  of  lawgivers,  till  the  remedy  Li. 
applied  for  so  great  an  evil.  If  this  shall  be  done,  the  Prison  doors  will  be  thrown 
open  for  another  large  class  of  prisoners,  and  hundreds,  who  now  remain  in  Prison 
till  they  become  incurably  insane,  will  be  placed  in  Asylums,  where  three  fourths 
of  the  whole  number  may  bo  restored  to  I'eason," 

Another  point  of  coincidence,  in  the  two  countries,  is  found  in  tlie- 
feeJings  excited  by  viewing  the  interior  of  Prisons,  in  behalf  of  the 
colored  population.  \'/e  extract  the  following  from  the  Seventli  Re- 
port of  the  London  Prison  Discipline  Society : 

"  From  the  Reports  of  the  commissioners  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  state  of 
civil  and  criminal  justice  in  the  West  Indies,  much  interesting  information  has  been 
derived  respecting  the  conditions  of  the  gaols  in  several  of  these  colonies.  It  ap- 
pears that,  generally,  the  Prisons  are  in  miserable  di.^order,  most  of  them  being- 
dungeons  of  the  very  v/orst  description.  In  these  places  are  often  confined,  pro- 
miscuously, debtors,  all  persons  charged  with  o.OTcnces,  slaves  as  well  as  others, con- 
victs, prisoners  of  v/ar,  lunatics,  and  delinquents  under  the  Militia  Act,  In  addition 
to  the  foregoing  classes  of  prisoners  to  be  found  in  the  West  India  gaols,  are  slaves^ 
i;ot  accused  of  any  offence,  but  coniiaed  in  consequence  of  having  been  seized  ire 
execu-ion  of  their  masters'  debts.  By  a  petition,  which  has  been  presented  to  the 
Legislature  of  St,  Vincent's  by  the  merchants  of  that  island,  it  appears  that  the  ne- 
groes, who  are  thus  frequently  levied  upon,  are,  through  the  inability  of  their  own- 
ers to  obtain  security  for  their  production  at  the  end  of  forty  days,  confined  in  gao! 
until  the  day  of  sale,  when  they  are  generally  remanded  back,  from  the  f^iilure  of 
purchasers,  to  av/ait  another  sale.  During  this  imprisonment  it  is  stated,  that "  they 
despond,  and  contract  diseases  which  reduce  their  value  at  the  day  of  trial  very 
con-Jderably,"  That  the  nature  of  their  imprisonment  is  calculated  to  produce 
these  effects,  may  be  inferred  from  the  fact,  that,  owing  to  the  state  of  these  gaols, 
the  negroes  must  be  ironed  for  security ;  and  thus  are  these  poor  wretches,  without 

*  It  is  {jratifyinj;  to  loam  that  a  few  centlGinen  have  associated  for  the  purpose  of  diffusing  inform- 
niation  relative  to  the  state  of  lunatics  in  tliis  country  ;  and  that  it  is  their  intention  to  publisli,  short- 
ly, a  volume  containing  much  valuable  matter  on  the  past  and  present  state  of  the  laws  which  affecf. 
)nsa.ne  persons,  on  various  methods  of  treatment,  and  on  the  construction  and  economy  of  lunatic  asy- 
lums.—J\"ofc  to  the  Seventh  London  Report. 
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the  slightest  shadow  of  a  charge  against  them,  manacled  and  imprisoned  for  an  un- 
limited period,  without  deference  for  sex,  respect  for  character,  tenderness  for  in- 
fancy, or  compassion  for  old  age.  These  wrongs  are  inflicted,  simply  because  the 
law  regards  them  as  property.  On  a  distraint  ot  goods,  men,  women,  and  children 
are  seized  as  chattels — considered  as  divested  of  human  rights  and  insensible  to 
human  feelings — conveyed  to  an  unwholesome  gaol — secured  by  any  degree  of 
suffering  that  may  be  necessary  to  their  safe  custody — brought  out  from  time  to 
time,  and  exposed  as  cattle  in  the  market-place  for  sale — transferred  again  to  their 
miserable  dens — and  treated  with  no  more  consideration  than  if,  instead  of  being 
human  creatures,  they  were  bales  of  merchandise,  and  had  no  claim  to  the  privi- 
leges and  enjoyments  of  rational  beings. 

It  can,  therefore,  excite  no  surprise,  that  treatment  so  abhorrent  to  good  feeling, 
should  often  produce  upon  the  negro  the  most  melancholy  effects.  The  merchants 
of  St.  Vincent's,  acknowledge  that,  under  such  treatment,  the  negro  ''  desponds, 
and  contracts  disease."  And  well  indeed  he  may.  Surely  here  is  a  combination 
of  miseries  quite  sufficient  to  destroy  the  hcaltli  and  impair  the  intellect  of  the 
most  vigorous  frame.  Here  bodily  suffering  and  sickness  of  heart  unite  to  pro- 
duce wretchedness  and  generate  despair. — It  is  the  practice  of  all  civilized  states 
to  presume  innocence  till  guilt  be  pronounced,  and  to  cast  upon  the  accuser  the 
obligation  of  proof.  But  in  the  treatment  of  the  West  India  negro  this  prin- 
ciple is  reversed,  and  every  man  of  color  is  treated  as  a  slave,  and  thrown  into 
Prison,  unless  he  can  produce  written  evidence  of  his  freedom.  If  this  evidence 
be  lost,  the  law  requires  him  to  be  sold,  and  he  is  subjected  to  all  the  horrors  of 
immitigated  slavery ;  and  in  this  manner  have  many  been  deprived  of  their  free- 
dom.— The  law  excludes  the  testimony  of  a  slave  against  a  white  inhabitant. 
Any  cruelty  may,  therefore,  be  perpetrated  on  the  negro,  so  long  as  no  white 
person  be  present  who  is  willing  to  depose  in  favor  of  the  injured : — and  thus, 
although  the  murder  of  a  slave  be  a  capital  offence,  conviction  is  made  to  depend 
on  testimony  always  difficult,  and  often  impracticable  to  obtain.  The  negro,  on  the 
other  hand,  is  liable  to  death,  if  he  abscond,  or  commit  an  assault  on  a  white  person." 

In  another  part  of  the  same  Report,  we  find  that  the  committee  of 
the  London  Society  have  seen  and  approved  of  the  interest  felt  for  the 
colored  population  among  the  friends  of  reform  in  prison  discipline  in 
the  United  States,  and  have  noticed  in  the  following  manner  the  facts 
stated  in  our  First  Report  concerning  colored  convicts  : 

"  The  causes  which  are  stated  to  lead  to  the  increase  of  offences  in  the  United 

States  are,  of  course,  various.  It  is,  however,  worthy  of  remark  that  among  those 
causes,  the  committee  of  the  Boston  Society  place  conspicuously  the  degraded 
character  of  the  people  of  color.  A  large  proportion  of  convicts  are  of  this  descrip- 
tion, even  where  the  colored  population  is  but  small ; — afact  which  speaks  volumes 
in  proof  of  the  connexion  of  ignorance  with  vice.  The  great  discrepancy  in  the 
number  of  the  white,  and  the  number  of  the  colored  convicts,  furnishes,  indeed, 
irresistible  proof  of  the  value  of  education. — It  is  a  fact,  that  about  one  fourth  part  of 
the  total  expense  incurred  in  the  United  States  for  the  support  of  criminal  institu- 
tions is  occasioned  by  such  convicts.  The  whole  colored  population  of  New 
York,  Massachusetts,  and  Connecticut,  amounts  to  about  fifty-four  thousand  souls  : 
for  the  support  of  criminals  of  this  description,  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  sixty- 
four  thousand  and  sixty-six  dollars  has  been  expended  within  the  last  fifteen  years ; 
a  sum,  which,  had  it  been  appropriated  to  the  intellectual  and  moral  improvement 
of  the  colored  population  of  those  States,  would,  probably,  have  raised  their 
character  to  a  level  with  that  of  the  other  inhabitants,  and  have  diminished  crime 
tenfold." 

Thus  we  see  the  coincidence,  in  the  two  countries,  of  the  feelings 
excited,  by  viewing  the  interior  of  Prisons,  in  behalf  of  the  colored 
population. 

Another  point  of  coincidence  relates  to  the  manner  in  which  chap- 
lains in  Prisons  perform  their  duties,  and  disclose  facts  which  show, 
not  only  the  connexion  between  ignorance  and  vice,  but  how  rapidly, 
and  in  a  manner  how  interesting,  even  this  ignorance  can  be  in- 
structed. 

18*  F 
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The  Rev.  James  Brown,  chaplain  of  Norwich  Castle,  Norfolk, 
England,  concerning  whom  the  London  Society  in  their  Seventh 
Report  say,  "  his  accurate  and  extensive  acquaintance  with  the  con- 
dition of  the  poor  at  large,  and  his  unwearied  zeal  in  the  discharge  of 
his  important  duties,  confer  peculiar  value  on  his  judgment,"  has  thus 
recorded  the  results  of  his  investigations  and  labors  : 

"  Every  prisoner  coinmitted  to  the  castle  is  minutely  exanii ned  by  me  as  to  liis 
mora]  and  religious  knowledore^Jiabit's,  £cc. ;  the  result  of  these  examinations  shows 
a  very  remarkable  correspondence  between  ignorance  and  crime,  i  have  long  been 
employed  in  parochial  duties,  and  1  find  a  striking  ditfe?ence  between  the  knowledge 
of  the  poorer  classes  thus  brought  under  my  revicv.'.  and  of  the  prisoners  committed 
to  the  castle.  That  ignorance  is  productive  of  crime  I  have  ever  been  convinced ;  but 
nothing  can  so  fully  confirm  that  conviction  as  an  intimate  knowledge  of  the  inmates 
of  a  Prison.  From  January,  1625,  to  March,  182G,  four  hundred  prisoners  came 
under  my  examination  ;  of  these,  173  could  neither  read  nor  write  ;  28  merely  knew 
the  alphabet;  49  could  read  very  imperfectly,  so  as  not  to  be  able  to  obtain  any 
information  by  it;  51  could  read  only  ;  and  99  could  read  and  write. 

But  this  statement  by  no  means  presents  the  sum  of  ignorance  in  these  persons. 

Nothing  but  actual  investigation  can  render  credible  the  gross  ignorance  that  pain- 
fully comes  under  the  observation  of  a  chaplain  of  a  gaol.  Even  among  prisoners 
who  have  mechanically  learned  to  read  and  write,  there  exists,  generally  speaking, 
a  lamentable  ignorance  of  moral  and  religious  duties,  and  of  the  awful  sanctions  of 
religion  ;  and  of  the  rest,  some  know  as  little  of  the  very  first  principles  of  religion 
as  the  wildest  savage  :  and  yet  the  prisoners  are  generally  willing  to  learn,  and 
attentive  to  the  instruction  afforded  them.  I  could  give  many  instances  of  rather 
extraordinary  improvement.  A  boy  lias  been  discharged  this  day  after  a  confine- 
ment of  six  v.xeks  ;  I  found  him  at  his  admission  distressingly  ignorant.  He  had 
no  idea  of  a  God ,  or  of  another  world.  He  had  heard  of  heaven  and  hell  in  profane 
conversation,  but  knew  not  the  meaning  of  tJiese  awful  words.  He  knew  no  part  of 
the  Lord's  prayer  ;  the  alphabet  formed  the  extent  of  his  learning.  He  has  learned 
in  Prison  to  read  easy  lessons.  He  can  also  repeat,  by  rote,  the  Lord's  prayer,  the 
creed,  the  church  catechism,  and  private  prayers  for  morning  and  evening,  and  for 
some  other  occasions.  He  has  been  not  only  attentive  and  industrious,  but  in  every 
respect  orderly.  But,  whatever  advantages  prison  discipline  may  have  afforded 
him,  it  certainly  holds  out  nothing  to  his  mind  to  entice  him  again  within  its  walls. 
He  has  assured  me,  with  apparent  sincerity,  that  he  will  tahe  care  never  to  enter 
them  again.  Another  prisoner,  who  was  last  year  condemned  and  lefl  for  execu- 
tion, but  aflerwards  reprieved,  had  made  so  good  use  of  the  three  months  of  his 
confinement,  that,  although  he  could  not  read  when  he  was  committed,  he  em- 
ployed the  greater  part  of  the  period  of  his  condemnation  in  reading  such  portions 
of  the  Psalms,  New  Testament,  and  prayer-book,  as  I  marked  out  as  most  appli- 
cable to  his  situation. 

I  have  pointed  out  these  particulars  (and  I  could  add  many  more)  because  I 
conceive  they  will  be  gratifying  to  you,  as  proofs  of  the  good  arising  from  prison 
disciphne." 

The  Rev.  B.  C.  Smith,  formerly  superintendent  of  the  Sabbath 
school,  and  now  chaplain  of  the  Prison  at  Auburn,  made  a  report  of 
the  state  of  the  Sabbath  school  in  the  Prison,  to  the  Sabbath  School 
Union  of  Cayuga  County,  Aug.  8,  1S27.  The  school  at  that  time  con- 
sisted of  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  scholars,  from  among  the  young 
and  ignorant  convicts,  under  the  instruction  of  twenty  students  from  the 
Theological  Seminary.     The  following  are  extracts  from  the  report : 

"  In  speaking  of  the  progress  of  the  school  the  past  year,  it  is  not  enough  to  say 
that  our  highest  expectations  are  realized  ;  they  are  greatly  exceeded.  In  the  case 
of  these  convicts,  we  found  fresh  testimony  to  the  truth  of  the  common  remark,  that 
ignorance  and  vice  are  closely  allied.  By  far  the  greater  number  of  those  received 
into  the  school  have  been  found  incapable  of  reading  intelligibly  in  common  reading, 
and  not  a  few  unable  to  tell  one  letter  from  another.  They  have,  however,  uni- 
formly manifested  the  most  intense  interest  in  the  instructions  of  their  teachers, 
and  applied  themselves  with  such  diligence  to  their  lessons,  as  to  exhibit  an  im- 


63  THIRD  REPORT— 1828.  211 

provemeiitj  in  general  highly  gratifying,  and  in  some  instances  almost  incredible. 
Few  can  now  be  found  in  the  school,  if  we  except  those  recently  brought  in,  who 
cannot  read  in  the  Testament,  with  a  good  degree  of  accuracy  and  readiness  ;  and 
never  did  beings  express  more  gratitude  for  their  privileges,  or  manifest  a  deeper 
sense  of  obligation,  than  tliey  do  to  their  instructors. 

Did  the  limits  of  this  notice  admit  of  it,  many  anecdotes  might  be  related  th:jt 
would  be  interestino-,  as  illustrative  of  the  happy  influence  of  intellectual  and  moral 
culture  bestowed  even  upon  the  most  abandoned.  A  single  fact  may  be  mentioned, 
v/hich  will  showv^^hat  use  some  of  the  convicts,  at  least,  make  of  their  Bibles,  and 
how  important  it  is  that  they  have  them  in  their  hands,  and  be  able  to  read  them. 
A  teacher  h  iving  listened  to  the  recitation  of  one  of  his  class  as  long  as  he  thouglit 
the  time  v/ould  allow,  asked  :iini  liow  much  more  he  had  to  recite,  and  v/as  answer- 
ed, '  /  helicre  I  can  say  t'drtij  or  forty  chapters.'  This  was  one  too,  who,  when  he 
entered  the  school,  could  scarcely  spell  out  a  verse.  Let  it  not  be  supposed,  how- 
ever, that  tills  is  given  a.-;  the  most  striking  proof  we  have  of  the  utility  of  the 
school.     A  liiass  of  facts  might  be  presented  far  more  decisive. 

Who,  that  looks  upon  ignorance  as  the  mother  of  crime,  and  regards  intellectual 
light  as  essential  to  the  virtue  and  happiness  of  a  comjnunity,  v/ill  not  be  glad  that 
even  one  ray  is  thrown  into  tills  dark  and  •  frightful  wilderness  of  mind  ?'  Who,  es- 
pecially, that  acknowledges  the  efficacy  of  tlie  '  sword  of  the  Spirit,'  will  not  re- 
joice in  view  of  v.'hat  the  '  vvord  of  God,'  thus  treasured  in  their  memories,  may 
be  the  means  of  accomplishing  ? 

It  deserves  also  to  be  noticed,  that  besides  the  instruction?;  ordinarily  given  in 
Sunday  schools,  writing  and  arithmetic  are  taught  in  this  school.  A  class  in  each  of 
these  brandies  was  formed  by  the  agent  nearly  a  year  since,  and  put  under  the  in- 
struction of  competent  teachers  found  among  the  other  convicts.  All  who  are 
brought  into  this  school,  as  they  become  proficients  in  reading,  have  the  privilege, 
in  their  turn,  of  passing  through  these  classes,  and  of  thus  qualifying  themselves, 
as  well  for  the  ordinary  business  of  life,  as  for  gaining  access  to  tiie  lively  oracles 
of  God,  which  are  able  to  make  them  v/ise  unto  salvation." 

The  Rev.  Gerrish  Barrett,  chaplain  of  the  Prison  at  Sing  Sing, 
N.  Y.  writes,  under  date  May  23,  1828 : 

'•  The  number  of  convicts  here  is  about  five  hundred  and  twenty.  When  there 
were  four  hundred.  I  found  fifty  among  them,  who  could  rot  read.  I  spend  all  the 
Sabbath,  from  ten  in  the  morning,  in  the  Prison,  and  3'-et  always  leave  cells  un. 
visited,  and  labor,  which  might  be  done,  when  I  am  obliged  to  retire.  Most  of  the 
men  seemed  much  pleased  with  the  idea  of  learning  to  read,  and  some  of  them 
surprise  nie,  as  well  as  themseivei.;,  by  the  ease  and  rapidity  with  which  they 
learn.  They  are  furnished  with  no  otlicr  book  but  die  Bible.  With  this  alone,  I 
think  of  a  man  more  than  thirty  years  old,  who  did  not  know  his  letters,  when  ijoit 
teas  here,  [i.  e.  five  weeks  since.]  tcho  has  read  to  me,  xcithout  much  dij^cidty,  the 
two  first  chapters  in  Gc7iesis.'' 

And  again,  under  date  June  20,  1823. 

••  After  prayers  I  heard  a  black  man  read.  Four  weeks  ago,  he  could  not  say  hi:^ 
letters.  Now  he  can  read  slovv'ly,  and  is  seldom  obliged  to  stop  to  spell  any  v.-ords  of 
one  syllable.  The  lessons  which  I  have  given  him  are  in  some  of  the  chapters  in 
the  beginning  of  the  Bible.  I  found  him  the  other  day  reading  in  the  Psalms.  On 
asking  the  reason,  he  replied,  •'  it  seems  to  do  me  more  good  to  read  here."  Sucit 
artless  replies,  connected  witli  his  general  conduct,  leads  me  to  cherish  the  hope, 
that  the  truth  of  God  is  beginning  to  fasten  on  his  mind,  which  will  be  the  means 
of  purifying  his  heart  and  fitting  him  for  heaven." 

When  it  was  first  proposed  to  teach  them  to  read,  in  April  last,  the 
reply  was,  we  have  no  convenient  room,  while  the  Prison  is  building, 
where  they  can  be  assembled  lor  instruction.  The  answer  to  the  ob- 
jection was,  teach  them  through  the  grated  iron  doors  of  their  cells,  so 
long  as  you  are  subject  to  the  evil  of  having  no  room. 

The  next  objection  was,  we  have  no  spelling  books.  The  answer 
to  this  objection  was,  it  is  possible  that  you  can  learn  them  to  read 
quicker  without  spelling  books.  It  is  at  least  worthy  of  an  experiment. 
Show  the  convict  the  first  letter  in  the  Bible,  that  is,  I.     Let  him  find 
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the  same,  wherever  it  occurs  in  the  first  verse.  Having  done  this, 
show  him  the  second  letter  in  the  Bible,  that  is,  n.  Let  him  find 
every  n  in  the  first  verse.  Having  done  this  and  being  told  what  I-n 
spells,  he  has  already  learned  to  read  the  first  word  in  the  Bible.  Let 
him  then  find  the  first  word  in  the  Bible,  wherever  it  occurs  in  the  first 
chapter.  Having  done  this  he  will  probably  never  forget  it.  This  is 
his  first  lesson.  Let  his  second  lesson  be  the  second  word  in  the  Bible, 
the  letters  of  which  and  their  combination  should  be  taught  as  before. 
Let  him  proceed  in  this  manner  through  successive  lessons,  till  he  has 
learned  to  read  the  first  verse  in  Genesis — ''In  the  beginning  God 
created  the  heavens  and  the  earth.''  Having  done  this,  he  has  got  his 
reward.  One  of  the  most  sublime  ideas  ever  presented  to  the  mind 
of  man,  he  has  obtained  by  diligent  attention  for  a  few  hours  in  learn- 
ing to  read.  It  may  be  found,  that  the  convicts  can  learn  to  read  in 
this  manner  as  quick  as  in  the  usual  mode.  But  whatever  may  be  the 
result,  it  is  worth  an  experiment.  This  was  the  reasoning,  which 
led  to  the  adoption  of  a  mode  of  teaching,  by  which  two  convicts,  at 
least,  have  been  taught  to  read  the  Bible  in  less  than  six  weeks. 

NOTES     OF     THE     CHAPLAIN     IX     THE     PRISON    AT    SING    SING,    SABBATH.    AUGUST   3, 

1828. 

No.  403  can  just  say  his  letters.  Another  in  the  same  cell  repeated  all  the  I's 
and  n's  in  the  two  first  verses  in  the  Bible. 

No.  404  learnt  I  and  n,  and  took  for  his  next  lesson  t  and  h. 

No.  405,  four  weeks  ago,  could  only  say  his  letters,  heard  him  read  to-day  for  the 
tliird  time  ;  when  he  read  without  any  aid  or  correction  20  verses  in  the  first  chapter 
of  Genesis.  The  way  he  learns  is  as  follows.  Every  time  he  comes  into  his  cell  he 
takes  his  Bible.  He  studies  upon  a  single  word  either  till  he  learns  it,  or  till  he 
finds  that  it  is  too  hard  for  him,  in  which  case,  he  marks  it  and  passes  on  to  ano- 
ther.— When  he  has  lear  it  a  word  in  his  cell,  he  revolves  it  over  in  his  mind  all  day 
while  he  is  at  work.  He  has  seldom  learnt  more  than  tvro  words  in  a  day  ;  but 
makes  it  his  practice  to  read  over  every  day  what  he  had  previously  learnt.  No. 
406  learnt  I  and  n. 

No.  407,  six  weeks  ago,  could  not  say  his  letters.  I  heard  him  read  to-day  for 
the  fourth  time.  He  pronounced  words  of  three  syllables  correctly  without  stop- 
ping to  spell  them.  It  is  surprising  to  see  how  firmly  fixed  on  his  mind  he  has  what 
he  has  learnt.  In  the  8th  verse  of  Ist  chapter  of  Genesis  where  the  reading  is  "  the 
evening  and  the  morning  were  the  second  day" — he  had  it — ''  the  evening  and  the 
morning  were  the  Sunday  I"  It  v/as  with  the  utmost  difficulty  that  I  could  con- 
vince him  of  his  mistake  ;  and  from  what  I  saw,  I  shall  not  wonder,  if  for  months  to 
come,  were  he  to  be  reading  rapidly,  he  should  turn  the  second  day  into  Sunday. 
His  method  of  learning  is  very  similar  to  that  of  No.  405.  He  is  in  a  cell  with  one 
who  can  read.     I  suspect  he  has  got  instruction  from  him. 

409,  a  black  man,  repeated  to  me  memoriter  the  53d  chap,  of  Isaiah,  without  mis- 
calling, I  should  think,  as  many  as  three  syllables.  It  took  him  3  or  4  days  to  learn 
it.  He  wishes  for  the  privilege  of  reciting  a  chapter  every  week.  He  answered 
what  questions  I  put  to  him  concerning  the  chapter  very  correctly,  showing  that 
it  had  been  with  him  a  subject  of  considerable  thought. 

In  the  same  cell  a  convict  for  life,  who  could  just  say  his  letters  two  months  ago, 
now  reads  rapidly,  and  with  inflexions  of  voice  remarkably  correct.  He  is  con- 
tinually spelling  to  himself  while  at  work  : — the  brightest  youth  that  I  have  heard 
read  in  the  Prison. 

413,  a  month  ago,  began  to  learn  his  letters ;  now  he  reads  slowly. 

418,  three  weeks  ago,  could  read  words  of  one  syllable  only — now  reads  better 
than  many  who  have  been  constantly  at  school  for  years. 

427,  a  month  ago,  could  just  say  his  letters. — To-day  reads  in  the  first  and 
second  chapters  of  Genesis. 

No.  428  did  much  to  convince  me  of  the  soundness  of  the  rule,  that  in  order  to 
enter  into  the  meaning  of  an  author,  one  must  place  himself  in  fact  or  in  fancy  in  a 
aituation  similar  to  that  in  which  the  author  is  placed  when  he  writes.  He  repeated 
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to  me  the  88th  Psahn,  which  he  had  learned  by  heart.  It  never  seemed  to  me  half  so 
impressive  before.  There  was  sometliing  in  his  tones,  when  he  spake  of  the  soul 
full  of  troubles  ;  of  the  wrath  that  lay  upon  him ;  of  the  acquaintance  tliat  were  far 
off;  and  of  his  being  shut  up  so  that  he  could  notccme  forth— tliat  was  truly  thril- 
ling.— As  he  spake  about  stretching  out  his  hands,  and  daily  calling  upon  the  Lord, 
and  of  preventing  the  morning  by  prayer,  I  could  not  but  hope  and  pray  that  he 
might  be  describing  his  own  practice. '  I  have  read  this  P^alm  to  myself  several 
tinics  since,  and  sure  I  am,  that  the  bare  listening  to  4'2S,  while  he  repeated  it,  ha.s 
done  more  to  open  to  my  view  the  heart  of  the  Psalmist  when  he  wrote,  and  to  give 
me  a  zest  for  the  Psalm,  than  all  the  aid  for  this  purpose,  which  the  piety  and 
learning  of  commentators  have  afforded.— 428  committed  the  Psalm  without  any 
solicitation  on  my  part,  because,  as  he  says,  he  was  pecuharly  affected  some  time 
since  in  reading  the  8th  verse. 

The  black  man,  of  whose  progress  in  reading  I  spake  in  my  last  letter,  changed 
his  cell  a  few  days  since.  In  doing  this  he  came  in  possession  of  a  new  Bible.  In 
passing  his  cell  one  day.  he  asked  me  if  his  nev/  Bible  was  like  tlie  old  one. — When  I 
told  him  it  was,  he  said,  "  he  supposed  so,  but  he  had  been  looking  it  through  to  find 
ihe  place  where  it  said.  '•  Seek  and  ye  shall  find,  knock  and  it  shall  be  opened  ;"' 
vrhich  lie  had  seen  in  his  old  Bible,  but  which  he  could  not  find  in  his  new  one. 
"When  I  found  the  place  for  him  his  eyes  sparkled  with  joy.  He  read  a  few  words 
and  said,  ''  this  is  the  place,"  thanked  me,  and  very  carefully  turned  down  a  corner 
of  the  leaf. 

This  mode  of  teaching  adults  to  read  the  Bible,  we  consider  a  valu- 
able experiment  on  man,  which  will  not  be  limited  in  its  practical 
advantages  to  the  walls  of  a  Prison.  If  persons  who  know  not  a  letter 
of  the  alphabet,  can  be  taught  in  five  or  six  weeks,  as  in  the  Prison 
at  Sing  Sing,  to  read  in  their  own  language  the  sacred  volume,  which 
is  able°to  make  them  wise  to  salvation,  and  to  unfold  to  them  the  un- 
searchable riches  of  Christ,  then  ignorant  adults  wherever  they  can  be 
ibund,  in  Christian  or  heathen  lands,  can  much  sooner  than  has 
generally  been  supposed,  be  so  instructed  as  to  read  for  themselves, 
what  is  most  important  for  them  to  know.  And  if  a  mode  of  teach- 
ing, which  brings  the  person  taught  to  such  a  result,  in  less  than  one 
twelfth  part  of  the  time  usually  allotted  to  it,  has  been  successfully 
reduced  to  practice  in  a  Prison,  we  need  not  despair  of  great  im- 
provements in  the  mode  of  communicating  instruction  to  the  ignorant, 
nor  of  having  the  unobserved  and  patient  labors  of  chaplains  in  Prisons, 
turned  to  good  account,  in  the  illustration  of  modes  and  principles  of 
instruction  by  which  the  world  at  large  may  be  benefited. 

Thus  we  have  seen  not  only  an  interesting  coincidence  in  the  labor 
of  persons,  acting  without  concert,  in  different  countries  as  chaplains 
in  Prisons,  but  we  have  also  seen  in  what  manner  these  labors  may 
prove  extensively  useful  to  the  world. 

Another  interesting  point  of  coincidence  relates  to  the  estimation  in 
which  the  labors  of  matrons,  and  the  co-operation  of  ladies'  visiting 
committees  are  held  in  the  different  countries. 

The  labors  of  the  matron  in  the  female  department  of  the  Baltimore 
Penitentiary  are  thus  commended  in  the  First  Report  of  this  Society. 

''  Mrs.  Rachel  Perijo  entered  this  Prison  in  February,  1822,  and  took  charge 
of  about  sixty  female  convicts.  There  had  been  previously  some  vile  abuses  prac- 
tised among  them,  and  as  the  directors  state,  this  department  was  wretchedly 
managed.  The  records  show,  that  the  average  annual  expense  before  the  matron 
came  into  office,  was  $1099  51,  and  that  the  average  annual  income  since,  has 
been  $492  51,  making  a  difference  to  the  institution  from  her  services,  of  $1581  6(i, 
annually. 

There  has  been,  not  only  a  saving  of  expense,  but  a  saving  of  health.  An  ex- 
amination '.vas  made  of  the  records  of  the  hospital,  for  four  periods,  of  twenty-seven 
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weeks  each;  by  which  it  appears,  that  the  matron  has  prevented,  in  three  years, 
more  than  seventeen  years'  sickness — i.  e.  the  number  of  days  spent  in  the  hos- 
pital by  the  sick,  has  been  diminished,  what  is  equal  to  the  sickness  of  one  person, 
more  than  seventeen  years. 

The  convicts  have  not  only  been  saved  from  sickness,  and  made  profitable  to  the 
State  ;  but  they  have  been  taught  those  useful  arts,  by  'vhich  they  can  earn  a  sub- 
sistence when  they  leave  the  Prison.  The  division  of  labor  is  complete  ;  some  are 
engaged  in  knitting,  some  in  sewing  and  spinning ;  and  all  arranged  in  an  apart- 
ment under  an  assistant,  presenting  a  specimen  of  as  much  subordination,  neatness, 
and  cheerful  and  quiet  industry,  as  can  be  found  in  any  place  of  labor. 

They  have  also  been  taught  to  read.  On  the  Sabbath,  in  a  Sabbath  school,  by 
the  matron  and  her  daughter,  two  hours  in  the  morning,  and  two  in  the  afternoon, 
in  summer  ;  and  one  in  the  morning,  and  one  in  the  afternoon,  in  winter,  have  been 
devoted  to  their  instruction.  Fifteen  who  could  not  read  have  been  taught  to  read 
the  scriptures,  and  all,  except  two  aged  persons,  to  read  in  the  spelling  book.  In 
some  instances,  the  desire  to  learn  has  been  so  great,  that  the  convicts  would  give 
a  part  of  their  daily  bread  to  their  companions,  for  teaching  them. 

They  have  also  been  encouraged  in  the  discharge  of  rehgious  duties.  On  the 
Sabbath,  except  when  engaged  in  the  Sabbath  school,  or  in  the  public  exercises 
of  religious  worship,  they  assemble  together,  of  their  own  accord,  to  spend  the 
time  in  reading  the  scriptures,  and  in  prayer  among  themselves  : — they  regularly 
implore  a  blessing  at  the  table,  and  in  every  room  except  one,  attend  prayers 
morning  and  evening. 

This  system  of  industry,  and  instruction,  and  religious  duty,  has  had  the  effect 
to  render  the  number  of  recommitments  unusually  small.  In  three  years  preceding 
January,  1825,  forty-seven  had  left  this  department  of  the  Penitentiary  ;  of  whom 
only  seven  had  returned.  In  New  York  city,  in  November,  1824,  the  tread  wheel, 
which  has  been  regarded  in  Europe,  as  more  effectual  than  any  other  mode  of  pun- 
ishment in  preventing  recommitments,  had  employed  on  it,  out  of  sixty-six  women, 
twenty  for  a  second  time  ;  six  a  third  ;  two  a  fourth ;  and  one  a  fifth. 

All  these  surprising  and  delightful  results,  in  favor  of  the  female  department  of  the 
Baltimore  Penitentiary,  have  been  produced  without  any  peculiar  advantages  in 
the  construction  of  the  Prison,  by  the  goodness,  vigilance  and  skill  of  the  matron." 

Since  the  First  Report  of  this  Society  was  published,  matrons  have 
been  introduced  into  the  House  of  Refuge  for  juvenile  delinquents  in 
New  York,  and  also  into  the  Houses  of  Correction  and  Reformation 
in  Boston.  In  the  Third  Report  of  the  Managers  of  the  Society 
in  New  York,  they  say, 

'■  In  the  management  of  the  female  part  of  the  institution  and  in  the  domestic 
arrangements  of  the  whole  establishment,  the  managers  can  cordially  acknowledge 
the  assistance  which  has  been  derived  from  the  ladies'  committee.  Their  atten- 
tions have  been  steadily  directed,  in  weekly  visits  to  the  Refuge,  to  the  moral  and 
religious  improvement  of  the  females,  and  to  the  strengthening  of  the  hands  of  the 
matron  in  her  delicate  and  important  duties.  Although  it  may  not  be  probable 
that  the  number  of  female  subjects  will  much  exceed  its  present  proportion,  yet 
every  instance  of  restoration  to  virtue,  or  protection  from  the  horrors  of  vice  in 
this  class  of  its  subjects,  cannot  fail  to  yield  the  blessing  of  an  ample  reward  for  all 
the  labor  and  care  it  may  have  cost." 

Similar  testimony  may  be  borne  with  propriety  to  the  usefulness  of 
the  matrons  in  the  Houses  of  Correction  and  Reformation  in  Boston. 

The  Sixth  Report  of  the  London  Society  contains  facts  and  remarks 
so  interesting  and  important,  on  this  subject,  that  we  give  them  at 
length,  in  the  confident  expectation  that  they  will  not  be  lost  in  the 
United  States. 

"■  The  ladies'  committee,  who  have  devoted  themselves  to  the  care  of  the  female 
department  in  Newgate,  continue  their  labors  with  an  assiduity  worthy  of  their  high 
character,  and  of  the  distinguished  cause  in  which  they  are  engaged.  The  benefit 
resulting  from  their  unwearied  exertions  has  been  more  permanent  and  extensive 
than  could  possibly  have  been  anticipated,  from  the  absence  of  proper  classification, 
and  the  confined  limits  of  this  badly  constructed  Prison.  Wisely  availing  themselves 
of  the  public  interest  which  their  plans  could  not  fail  to  excite,  they  have  established 
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a  Society  for  the  encouragement  and  formation  of  committer?  "imilar  to  their  own  in 
the  principal  gaol-towns  throughout  the  kingdom ;  and  it  is  rea .  ^y  delightful  to  trace 
the  progress  of  good  feehng  in  the  number  of  such  associations  that  are  now  in 
operation,  and  conducted  with  tliat  unostentatious  yet  ardent  kindness,  which  is  so 
beautifully  characteristic  of  female  benevolence.  In  some  places  where  associations 
could  not  be  formed,  very  beneficial  effects  have  been  produced  by  the  exertions  of 
ladies  who  have  alone,  and  unsupported,  engaged  in  the  arduous  work  of  visiting 
female  prisoners.  A  more  striking  instance  of  the  consequence  of  such  individual 
labors  will  not  be  required,  than  the  fact  that  at  one  Prison,  visited  by  a  lady  of  high 
respectability,  six  young  women,  who  had  abandoned  their  homes  ;  ;  live  in  habits  of 
profligacy,  were  restored  to  their  respective  families,  and  I  've  since  afforded  the 
most  satisfactory  proofs  of  reformation.  In  a  borough  gaol  ot  il.e  worst  description, 
where  even  the  separation  of  the  sexes  was  not  complete,  a  female  visitor  has  for 
about  six  years  been  engaged  in  the  instruction  of  the  criminal  of  her  sex.  At  this 
Prison  the  number  of  commitments  has  been  so  greatly  diminished,  since  the  at- 
tendance of  this  amiable  person,  that  at  the  assizes,  the  thanks  of  the  corporation 
were  publicly  expressed  to  her  by  the  recorder. 

One  of  the  most  important  provisions  of  the  Gaol  Act  requires  that  female  -prison- 
ers should  be  under  the  care  of  female  officers.  This  plan  has  been  adopted  i; '  many 
of  the  county-gaols,  and  promises  to  be  a  measure  of  the  highest  value.  The  design 
of  this  arrangement  would,  however,  be  far  more  effectually  secured,  were  all  the 
female  prisoners  of  a  county  confined  in  one  establishment,  for  which  purpose  some 
of  the  lesser  gaols  might  be  appropriated,  the  number  of  women  being  generally 
small  compared  to  that  of  men.  At  Lancaster  castle  it  will  be  seen  that  a  most 
effectual  separation  has  been  made  for  this  purpose  ;  and  detached  buildings  witli 
the  same  view  have  been  erected  by  the  magistracy  of  Kent,  at  the  extensive  county 
gaol  at  Maidstone.  But  much  of  the  benefit  to  be  derived  from  the  appointment  of 
female  superintendents  must  ever  depend  upon  the  description  of  persons  selected 
for  the  office.  Attention  to  character  is  indeed  highly  essential  in  the  choice  of 
every  prison-officer,  but  in  none  more  so  than  in  that  of  matron  ;  for  the  judicious 
discharge  of  her  duties  especially  requires  the  advantages  of  education,  temper, 
and  discretion.  Steadiness  of  application,  habits  of  arrangement,  and  a  cordial 
spirit  of  co-operation,  are  necessary  in  a  Prison,  to  the  maintenance  of  order,  the 
distribution  of  employment,  and  the  communication  of  instruction.  But  the  pe- 
culiar relation  in  which  a  prison  matron  stands  towards  the  objects  of  her  care, 
ought  to  inspire  her  with  no  ordinary  share  of  interest  and  compassion.  In  the 
exercise  of  her  duties,  she  is  at  once  the  representative  and  guardian  of  her  sex, 
and  she  ought  to  be  a  bright  example  of  its  purity,  disinterestedness,  and  love. 
To  win  affection,  yet  enforce  authority — to  inspire  confidence,  yet  command 
respect — to  war  against  the  vices,  yet  make  just  allowance  for  the  frailties  of  hu- 
manity— are  qualities  of  mind  in  an  eminent  degree  essential  to  her  who  would 
reclaim  the  thoughtless,  subdue  the  stubborn,  and  heal  the  broken  heart.  She  must 
be  prepared  to  encounter  disappointment  from  ingratitude,  indifference,  and  de- 
ceit ;  yet  if  she  do  not  always  attain  success,  it  will  be  her  care  uniformly  to  de- 
serve it ;  nor  will  such  discouragements  easily  repress  exertions  that  flow  from  the 
convictions  of  duty,  and  derive  strength  from  the  influence  of  Christian  principles. 
A  pious  and  judicious  effort  to  reclaim  the  vicious  is  seldom  wholly  lost;  and  a 
prison-matron  may  be  assured,  that  to  the  faithful  discharge  of  her  interesting 
duties,  the  blessing  of  Heaven  will  never  be  denied. 

But  the  benevolent  interest  of  the  matron  will  not  be  confined  to  the  walls  of  her 
gaol.  There  is  not,  perhaps,  in  the  whole  range  of  human  destitution,  a  more 
genuine  object  of  compassion  ithan  a  friendless  girl,  who  quits  a  Prison  with  the  de- 
sire, yet  without  the  means  of  reformation.  Satisfactory  may  have  been  lier  conduct 
during  confinement,  and  gratifying  the  proofs  of  her  moral  improvement ;  yet  what 
can  reasonably  be  expected,  if,  at  the  expiration  of  her  sentence,  she  is  thrown 
upon,  the  wide  world  ? — She  is  surrounded  by  temptation,  and  even  the  distinction  of 
her  sex,  and  the  helplessness  of  her  condition — which  constitute  her  strongest  claims 
upon  protection — are  too  often  the  most  fatal  sources  of  her  moral  ruin  and  hopeless 
degradation.  How  many,  thus  circumstanced,  feel  at  this  moment  the  wretchedness 
of  guilt  in  the  loss  of  character,  the  abandonment  of  friends,  the  pressure  of  want, 
the  pangs  of  disease,  and  the  bitterness  of  despair ;  and  how  many  have  quitted  con- 
finement in  a  state  ofentire  destitution,  whom  the  hand  of  kindness  might  have  saved 
from  ruin,  and  rescued  from  an  untimely  and  dishonored  grave  !  To  devise  means 
for  the  relief  of  the  repentant  and  distressed  criminal,  on  her  discharge,  may  form 
no  part  of  the  official  instructions  of  a  prison-matron ;  but  her  own  feelings  will 
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prompt  her  to  the  execution  of  duties  which  are  enjoined  by  the  most  sacred  obliga- 
tions of  religion,  and  the  strongest  dictates  of  humanity  ;  and  it  will  be  her  care  to 
anticipate  the  wants  of  the  discharged  female ;  to  remove ,  as  far  as  may  be  practica- 
ble, the  temptations  to  which  she  is  about  to  be  exposed  ;  to  confer  with  the  chap- 
lain on  her  behalf;  to  suggest  to  ihe  visiting  magistrates,  and  to  the  governor,  the 
means  by  Vv^hich  it  may  be  possible  to  reconcile  her  to  her  family,  and  restore  her  to 
lost  friends;  procure  for  her  employment;  obtain  her  admission  into  a  reformator}'-  in- 
stitution ;  or  afford  her  temporary  protection  until  this  desirable  object  be  attained." 

We  conclude  this  interesting  vieu-  of  the  labors  of  females  in  Pris- 
ons, with  a  single  fact  from  the  Seventh  Report  of  the  London  So- 
ciety. 

"  At  Turin,  the  state  of  the  men's  Prison  is  deplorable.  In  the  women's  gaol,  a 
surprising  change  has  been  effected  through  the  personal  exertions  of  a  lady,  wlio 
has,  for  some  time,  with  a  philanthropy  beyond  all  praise,  devoted  herself  to  its  im- 
provement. This  arduous  object  has  been  her  constant  study  ;  nor  does  she  esteem 
jiny  labor  a  sacrifice  by  which  she  may  relieve  the  sufferings  and  effect  the  refor- 
mation of  the  prisoners.  The  occupations  are  spinning,  knitting,  and  sewing. 
The  women  are  all  taught  to  read  and  write,  and  the  strictest  attention  is  paid  to 
religious  and  moral  instruction." 

Another  great  point  of  coincidence  in  regard  to  improvements  in 
Prisons  in  different  countries,  relates  to  the  leading  principles  of 
prison  discipline,  i.  e.  solitary  confinement  at  night,  hard  labor  by  day, 
efficient  discipline,  religious  instruction,  and  prison  architecture,  adapt- 
ed to  these  purposes. 

A  true  definition  of  the  system  of  prison  discipline  has  already  been 
given,  as  contained  in  the  preamble  to  the  British  Act  of  Parliament, 
i.  e.  "  to  seclude  the  criminals  from  their  former  associates  ;  to  sepa- 
rate those  of  whom  hopes  miglit  be  entertained  from  those  who  were 
desperate  ;  to  teach  them  useful  trades ;  to  give  them  religious  instruc- 
tion ;  and  to  provide  them  with  a  recommendation  to  the  world  and 
the  means  of  obtaining  an  honest  livelihood  after  the  expiration  of  the 
term  of  their  punishment." 

Mr.  RoscoE  says,  "  the  true  object  of  the  reformatory  system  of 
prison  discipline,  as  first  attempted  to  be  established  in  England,  and 
afterwards  with  greater  success  in  the  United  States,  cannot  be  better 
expressed  than  in  the  above  language."  And  again,  "it  discloses  the 
true  principle  upon  which  alone  criminal  jurisprudence  can  be  substan- 
tially founded."  Gen.  LAFAiETtE  says,  "  it  seems  to  me,  two  of  the 
inconveniences  most  complained  of,  (i.  e.  in  defective  Prisons,)  might 
•0  obviated,  by  making  use  of  the  soUtanj  cells  to  separate  the  prison- 
ers at  night,  and  multiplying  the  rooms  of  common  labor,  so  as  to  re- 
duce the  number  in  each  room  to  what  it  was  when  the  population  was 
less  dense ;  an  arrangement  which  would  enable  the  managers  to  keep 
distinctions  among  the  men  to  be  reclaimed,  according  to  the  state  of 
their  morals  and  behavior." 

In  these  sentiments,  as  thus  expressed  by  General  Lafayette, 
Mr.  RoscoE  says,  "  I  have  the  pleasure  most  fully  to  concur,  and  I 
hold  it  to  be  impossible  to  give  a  more  clear,  correct  and  impartial 
decision  on  the  subject." 

As  the  preamble  to  the  British  Act  of  Parliament  was  in  part  the 
result  of  Howard's  labors,  we  have  his  views  in  the  definition  of  what 
he  thought  prison  discipline  should  be,  and  the  above  extracts  on  the 
principles  of  the  definition  leave  no  room  for  misapprehension  in  re- 
gard to  the  views  of  Gen.  Lafayette  and  Mr.  Roscoe. 
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The  Sixth  Report  of  the  London  Society,  exhibits  in  the  following 
manner  the  views,  and  principles,  by  which  that  benevolent  and  pow- 
erful association  is  governed  in  its  extensive  operations. 

"  Investigation  proved,  that  the  miseries  which  had  heretofore  been  the  character- 
istic of  gaols  were  not  the  necessary  consequence  of  imprisonment,  but  the  result  of 
criminal  negligence  in  its  regulation  and  discipline  ;  that  all  physical  suffering,  not 
necessary  to  the  purposes  of  just  punishment,  might  be  removed  by  attention  to  the 
construction,  ventilation,  and  cleanliness  of  gaols  ;  that  a  system  of  hard  labor  and 
seclusion,  accompanied  by  a  spare  though  sufficient  diet,  is  calculated  to  render 
penal  confinement  an  object  of  salutary  fear ;  that  moral  contamination  may  be  pre- 
vented by  classification  and  inspection  ;  that  reformation  of  character  may  be 
essentially  promoted  by  religious  instruction ;  and  that  these  measures  combined, 
are  well  calculated  to  inspire  the  dread,  correct  the  habits,  enlighten  the  mind, 
and  reclaim  the  heart  of  an  offender.  Such  were  the  means  by  which  the  immor- 
tal PIowARu,and  his  not  less  philantliropic  successor,  Neild,  sought  to  remove 
the  miseries  and  reform  the  character  of  the  Prisons  of  this  country  ; — and  to  pro- 
mulgate the  principles,  which  it  was  the  aim  of  their  valuable  labors  to  establish, 
is  the  object  of  the  institution,  the  sixth  report  of  whose  proceedings  the  comm"Ue 
have  now  the  honor  to  lay  before  the  public." 

Again,  in  the  same  Report,  we  have  some  valuable  suggestions  on 
prison  architecture,  particularly  in  regard  to  the  importance  of  so  con- 
structing Prisons  that  they  can  be  easily  inspected. 

"  Too  much  attention  cannot  be  paid  to  the  adoption  of  sound  principles  of  prison 
architecture.  On  this  important  subject  very  erroneous  notions  prevail.  The  power 
of  obtaining  constant  and  complete  inspection  is  perhaps  the  ntost  valuable  feature 
in  the  construction  of  a  prison.  It  is  therefore  highly  important,  in  the  arrangement 
of  designs  for  gaols,  that  this  power  should  be  exercised  by  the  governor  with  the 
utmost  facility,  and  to  the  greatest  extent.  Inspection  should  b?  obtained  not  only 
over  the  prisoners  in  their  respective  departments  and  different  occupations,  but 
Jikewise  over  the  inferior  officers — an  object  of  no  small  importance,  when  it  is  con- 
sidered that  their  example  has  great  influence  on  the  conduct  of  those  over  whom 
they  are  placed.  An  opportunity  was  lately  afforded  to  the  committee  of  examining 
the  plans  of  the  principal  county  Prisons  in  England ;  and  it  appeared,  from  a  careful 
investigation  of  the  merits  of  each,  that  out  of  96  plans  which  came  under  the  notice 
of  the  committee,  28  only  afforded  the  pov.-er  of  inspecting  the  airing  yards  :  in  32 
Prisons  a  very  partial  inspection  could  be  exercised,  and  36  were  found  to  be  en- 
tirely defective  in  this  primary  feature  of  the  construction  of  a  good  gaol.  It  is  pain- 
ful to  observe  that  even  in  gaols  of  modern  erection,  the  importance  of  inspection 
has  either  not  been  adequately  appreciated,  or  has  been  altogether  neglected." 

In  the  Seventh  Report  of  the  same  Society,  we  have  a  summary 
statement  of  remaining  evils,  even  in  England,  v.hich  the  London  So- 
ciety, acting  on  the  principles  here  laid  down,  is  laboring  to  remove. 

"  There  is  perhaps  no  circumstance  which  is  more  mischievous  than  tlie  want  of 
separate  sleeping-cells.  It  appears  by  the  returns  furnished  under  the  Gaol  Act,  for 
the  year  ending  at  Michaelmas  1826,  that  in  four  Prison?,  which  at  one  time  in  the 
year  contained  one  thousand  three  hundred  and  eight  persons,  there  were  only  six- 
ty-eight sleeping  rooms  or  cells  collectively,  making  an  average  number  of  nineteen 
persons  in  each  room.  In  six  other  Prisons,  where  there  were  altogether  one  hun- 
dred and  forty-six  sleeping-rooms  or  cells,  the  number  at  one  time  was  one  thousand 
one  hundred  and  fifty-six,  or  about  eight  in  each  room.  A  serious  obstacle  is  thus 
presented  to  that  reformation  of  character,  which  might  be  essentially  promoted  by 
solitary  confinement  at  night;  and  the  evils  of  association  must,  consequently,  at 
such  times,  be  aggravated  by  the  prisoners  being  removed  from  all  inspection  and 
control.  But  it  is  not  only  in  gaols  in  the  country  that  this  defect  is  observable.  In 
the  London  Prisons  the  separation  of  offenders  is  most  defective  ;  nor  is  there  any 
gaol  in  the  metropolis  in  which  the  evil  is  more  severely  felt  than  at  the  new  Prison, 
Clerkenwell,  erected  in  the  year  1818.  This  Prison  is  the  principal  reception  gaol 
for  the  county  of  Middlesex,  and  upwards  of  six  thousand  persons  were  committed 
to  it  during  the  last  year.  There  have  been  at  one  time  two  hundred  and  ninet}-- 
three  men  in  confinement.  The  barrack  bedsteads  on  the  male  side  of  the  Prison 
(exclusive  of  the  infirmary,  but  including  the  boys'  ward  and  the  reception  ward." 
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occupy  a  space  not  exceeding  three  hundred  and  ninety  feet  in  length  ;  there  could 
not,  therefore,  have  been  at  that  time  above  sixteen  inches  allowed  for  sleeping  room 
to  each  person.  The  prisoners  are  thus  shut  up  at  night  without  the  slightest  con- 
trol over  their  language  or  their  actions  ;  and  this  too,  in  winter,  for  no  less  a  period, 
at  one  time,  than  tifteen  hours.  It  may  be  easily  imagined  that  these  night-rooms 
are  the  scenes  of  tutnult  and  obscenity ;  and  to  this  treatment  are  exposed  prisoners, 
many  of  whom  are  but  young  in  crime,  and  all  of  whom  are  committed  for  trial  or 
re-examination  only.  There  is  no  inspection  from  any  part  of  the  keeper's  house  or 
office,  nor  from  any  part  of  the  main  passage  of  the  gaol  can  either  himself  or  his 
officers  watch  the  behavior  or  detect  the  misconduct  of  any  prisoner.  The  conse- 
quences are  precisely  Avhat,  under  such  circumstances,  might  naturally  be  expected, 
lliots  and  assaults  are  matters  of  daily  occurrence.  The  keeper,  on  such  occasions, 
i:j  even  at  a  loss  to  know  in  what  part  of  the  gaol  the  offence  is  committed ;  and  the 
time  and  preparation  necessary  to  enter  a  ward,  affiDrd  the  prisoner  every  opportu- 
nity he  could  desire  for  deception  and  concealment." 

We  make  one  extract  more  from  the  Seventh  Report  of  the  London 
Society,  showing  with  what  assiduity  and  discrimination  the  Society  la- 
bors to  ascertain  what  evils  exist  in  Prisons,  and  with  what  justice  and 
mercy  and  judgment  they  labor  to  correct  them. 

"  It  is  fatal  to  the  general  observance  of  the  Gaol  Act,  that  several  of  its  most  im- 
portant clauses  are  so  worded  as  to  permit,  rather  than  require  their  execution.   '  It 
shall  and  may  be  lawful,'  is  the  language  employed  in  the  provisions  referred  to. 
This  has  led  in  many  cases  to  the  entire  neglect  of  several  useful  clauses,  while  it 
has  in  others  given  rise  to  a  wide  latitude  of  interpretation.    These  circumstances 
have,  therefore,  in  some  measure  defeated  an  important  object  of  the  act,  which  was 
to  reduce  the  management  of  gaols  to  a  system,  and  to  render  that  system  uniform 
throughout  the  kingdom.    The  law  has  defined  the  leading  principles  and  general 
outline  of  prison  government,  but  has  left  it  discretionary  with  the  magistracy  as  to 
whether  any  and  what  further  rules  shall  be  framed  for  the  government  of  the  Prison, 
beyond  those  required  or  suggested  by  the  act.    The  consequence  is,  that  in  several 
gaols,  as  in  Newgate,  the  recommendations  of  the  legislature  are  unattended  to. 
Even  in  those  counties  in  which  the  spirit  of  the  law  is  enforced,  the  magistrates  of 
the  respective  counties  act  independently  of  each  other ;  and  a  great  variety  of  prac- 
tice consequently  prevails  in  the  best  regulated  gaols,  in  respect  to  the  prisoner's 
food,  the  modes  of  his  restraint,  and  the  nature  of  his  employment.    In  some  places 
of  confinement,  prisoners  sentenced  to  hard  labor  may  work  if  they  choose  to  do  so. 
In  others,  they  are  employed  but  a  few  hours  daily  in  cleaning  the  rrison,  or  at  other 
work  not  laborious.    Even  in  the  houses  of  correction,  where  regular  employments 
are  carried  on,  the  hours  of  actual  labor  vary  in  duration  from  seven  hours  to  ten 
hours  and  a  half,  daily,  in  the  summer  months,  and  from  five  to  seven  hours  during 
winter.    Nothing  can  be  more  dissimilar  than  the  nature  of  the  employment,  which 
is  in  several  gaols  extremely  light,  while  in  others  it  is  most  severe.    The  labor  of 
the  tread-wheel  is  found  to  differ  considerably  in  its  degree  of  severity,  varying 
from  8,000  to  16,000  feet  of  ascent  per  day  in  summer,  and  in  winter  from  5,000  to 
10,000  feet.     In  some  county  gaols,  women  are  placed  upon  the  wheel ;  while,  in 
others,  females  are  not  only  exempted  from  it,  but  also  from  any  other  species  of 
labor  which  can,  in  any  degree,  be  compared  with  it  in  severity.    The  appropriation 
of  earnings  differs  materially.  In  several  cases,  the  prisoners  are  allowed  the  whole  : 
in  others,  one  half  or  one  third  of  the  product  of  their  labor;  and  these  earnings 
may  in  some  instances  be  expended  in  extra  food,  and  other  necessaries  ;  while  at 
other  gaols  there  is  no  such  privilege.    The  daily  rations  also  vary  remarkably.    In 
many  rrisons,  bread  only  is  given ;  in  others,  meat,  soup,  gruel,  and  beer  are  added  : 
the  daily  allowance  of  bread  differs  from  one  pound  to  three  pounds.    These  varia- 
tions in  the  diet  cause  a  difference  in  the  weekly  expense  of  from  one  shilling  and 
fivepence  to  five  shillings  and  sixpence  per  head.    The  practice  is  still  continued,  in 
some  parts  of  the  country,  of  allowing  money  to  prisoners  for  the  purchase  of  food, 
&c.,  but  the  amount  of  this  allowance  is  found  to  vary  from  fourpence  to  eightpence 
per  day.*   In  some  few  gaols,  no  clothing  or  bedding  is  furnished  :  at  other  places 
a  pomplete  gaol  dress  is  worn,  and  ample  bedding  is  allowed.    The  variation  in  the 
cost  of  these  articles  is  from  twenty  shillings  to  five  pounds.   While  this  absence  of 
*  This  practice  is  altogether  very  objectionable.    It  incurs  additional  expense,  as  well  as  trouble 
and  inconvenience  in  cooking,  and  is  generally  found  to  interfere  with  the  order  and  discipline  of  the 
gaol:  the  prisoners  are  also  liable  to  suffer  from  imposition,  or  from  the  misapplication  of  the  ex 
penditure. 
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uniformity  prevails,  the  prisoner  in  one  gaol  will  necesfsarily  escape  with  half  the 
punishment  to  which  he  would  have  been  subjected  if  tried  in  another  county. 
Whether  the  prisoner  have  one  pound  or  three  pounds  of  bread  daily — whether  he 
work  at  an  employment  not  severe  or  be  placed  at  a  tread-wheel — whether  his 
labor  be  a  trilling  exercise  or  a  serious  exertion — whether  care  be  or  be  not  extend- 
ed to  him  when  sick: — these  varieties  of  treatment  greatly  affect  the  character  of 
the  punishment ;  nor  to  the  man  who  is  condemned  for  several  months  to  be  the 
subject  of  them  are  they  by  any  means  matters  of  indifference.  There  is  a  great  di- 
versity, also,  in  the  mode  of  restraining  and  punishing  prisoners.  Solitary  confinement 
appears  to  be  very  generally  adopted  for  otfcnces  com  milted  within  the  Prison ;  but 
irons  and  whipping  are  also  found  to  be  in  use  at  several  gaols.  In  twenty-one 
county  Prisons,  the  punishment  of  whipping  was  practised  during  the  last  year;  and 
in  no  less  than  fifty,  irons  were  used.  There  is  no  uniformity  in  the  degree  of  moral 
and  religious  instruction  afforded  to  prisoners.  At  several  gaols  no  chaplain  has  yet 
been  appointed,  and  no  religious  duties  are  performed;  while,  in  others,  the  attend- 
ance of  the  clergyman  is  limited  to  Sundays.  lu  some  cases,  Bibles,  Testaments, 
prayer-books.  Sac,  are  furnished  ;  at  othei  s,  tliey  are  not  provided.  At  a  few  Prisons, 
schools  are  estabUshed;  while  at  several  no  instruction  is  given  in  either  reading 
cr  writing.  The  treatment  of  the  sick  differs  also  materially.  At  many  gaols,  a  sur- 
geon attends  only  when  sent  for ;  at  some,  he  visits  twice  a  week,  and  at  others  daily. 
Several  are  still  without  any  infirmary  or  suitable  rooms  for  the  separation  of  the 
sick:  the  number  of  sick  during  the  last  year  has,  consequently,  dilFered  in  the  pro- 
portion of  from  one  half  to  one  in  fifty. 

Further  measures  are  therefore  indispensable  to  insure  obedience  to  the  law.  If 
even  the  returns  which  are  required  v.ere  regularly  transmitted,  it  would  be  im- 
possible to  ascertain  the  actual  condition  of  every  gaol,  from  answers  to  questions 
framed  generally,  and  with  reference  to  all  descriptions  of  Prisons.  It  is,  besides, 
obvious,  that  the  regulation  of  gaols  should  be  reduced  to  a  system,  and  that  the 
rules  in  force  should  be  compared  and  assimilated  as  nearly  0.=^  circrimstances  will 
admit.  This  uniformity  is  as  much  required  by  the  intere«;*-^  •/  i;:;uce  as  by  the 
v/elfare  of  the  prisoner.     It  is  only  right  that  the  jury  \.  i.vict,  and  the  judge 

•who  condemns,  should  have  a  perfect  knowledge  of  the  uiocip.ine  and  punishment 
to  which  they  are  about  to  consign  an  offender.  Nothing  can  at  present,  at  least  in 
many  cases,  be  more  vague  and  indefinite  than  a  sentence  of  punishment  when  pro- 
nounced by  the  bench.  A  culprit  is  sentenced  to  hard  labor ;  but  the  nature  of 
that  labor — on  which,  in  point  of  fact,  the  punishment  mainly  depends — is  not  de- 
fined ;  nor  is  it  known  by  the  court  if  there  be  labor  of  any  kind  in  the  gaol  to  which 
the  prisoner  is  about  to  be  committed." 

How  far  there  is  a  coincidence  of  opinion,  in  the  United  States, 
with  the  views  here  expressed,  in  regard  to  the  leading  principles  of 
prison  discipline,  is  plainly  seen  by  all,  who  have  read  the  present  and 
tbrmer  Reports  of  this  Society.  Ana  as  it  would  be  little  else  but  a 
repetition  of  these  Reports,  fu.Tther  to  illustrate  the  coincidence,  in 
regard  to  the  leading  principles  of  prison  discipline,  we  shall  here 
leave  it. 

The  only  remaining  point  of  coincidence,  which  we  shall  notice, 
relates  to  the  delay  which  is  often  found  to  exist  between  the  arrest 
and  the  trial. 

"'  This  is  an  evil,"  says  the  Seventh  Report  of  the  London  Society,  "  of  which  few 
persons  are  aware.  Of  the  total  number  of  prisoners  committed  for  trial  to  the  sev- 
eral gaols  in  England  and  Wales,  about  one  in  seven  is  discharged  by  the  grand 
jury,  and  about  one  third  are  eventually  acquitted  after  having  endured — frequently 
for  several  months — all  the  suffering,  disgrace,  and  injury  of  penal  imprisonment." 

"  In  the  years  1821,  1822,  and  1823,  the  average  number  of  persons  annually 
tried  in  England  amounted  to  ten  thousand  eight  hundred  and  forty-three  ;  and  the 
average  number  discharged  by  the  grand  jury  was  one  thousand  six  hundred  and 
ninety-six." 

"  A  most  obvious  measure  for  the  prevention  of  crime,  would  be  found  in  a 
}nore  frequent  gaol  delivery  than  at  present  prevails.  If  custom  did  not  familiarize 
even  the  strangest  anomalies,  it  would  seem  hardly  credible  that  some  of  the  gaols 
should  be  cleared  only  once  in  twelve  months;  and  that,  excepting  those  in  London 
and  Middlesex,  and  very  recently  in  the  home  circuit,  none  are  delivered  oftener 
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than  twice  a  year.  Nor  is  the  number  of  the  assizes  their  only  fault.  The  periods 
at  which  they  are  held,  where  there  are  two  in  the  year,  are  fixed  at  very  uneven 
divisions  of  time  ;  the  spring  assize  taking  place  during  Lent,  and  the  summer  in 
July.  Owing  to  this  arrangement,  the  gaols  are  burthened  at  the  spring  assize  with 
twice  the  number  that  are  tried  in  summer ;  and  the  prisoner,  who  may  unfortu- 
nately be  sent  to  gaol  just  after  the  latter  assize  has  terminated,  may  remain  nine 
months,  and  in  same  cases  twelve  months,  before  he  takes  his  trial.  In  the  last 
Report  of  the  Society,  the  committee  noticed  the  case  of  a  youth,  aged  14,  who  was 
charged  with  taking  a  hat  from  another  boy  in  the  public  streets.  This  lad  wa?; 
committed  on  the  lUh  August,  1823,  but  v/as  not  tried  until  the  12th  August,  1824. 
Were  this  delay  of  justice  the  only  evil,  enough  would  be  contained  in  this  simple 
statement  to  demand  a  more  frequent  delivery ;  but  the  wretched  condhicn  of 
many  of  our  gaols,  confers  on  such  a  measure  additional  importance.  The  place 
in  which  this  boy  was  confined,  had  been  presented  some  time  before  as  unfit  for  a 
Prison.  There  was  no  employment  for  either  tried  or  untried.  Tliere  were  only 
iourteen  sleeping-cells,  while  fifty  and  more  prisoners  were  often  in  confinement  at 
one  time.  And  when  all  the  hardships  had  been  endured,  and  all  the  moral  mischief 
of  an  imprisonment,  so  long  and  of  such  a  nature,  had  worked  its  full  effect  upon  this 
boy  of  14 — he  was  acquitted  !  Could  such  an  initiation  into  vice  and  idleness  pro- 
duce any  other  than  the  most  lamentable  depravity  ?  And  can  it  excite  surprise 
when  the  committee  state  that  this  youth,  acquittecf  of  the  offence  with  which  he 
was  charged,  was  dismissed  from  Prison  a  hardened  criminal,  and  has  since  under- 
gone the  punishment  of  transportation  for  life  .-'  But  this  is  not  a  solitary  instance. 
In  the  same  year,  and  in  the  same  gaol,  there  were  five  men  committed  in  the 
month  of  September,  who  wei'e  obliged  to  await  their  trial  until  the  August  follow- 
ing, when  they  were  also  acquitted.  In  another  instance,  a  man  was  committed  in 
August,  and  detained  until  the  following  July,  when  he  was  tried,  and  found  not 
guilty.  This  person  was  married  and  liad  three  children.  Many  similar  cases  from 
other  gaols  might  be  produced,  where  imprisonment  before  trial  has  been  long  in  its 
dur?*von,  and  ruinous  in  its  effects,  involving  not  the  interests  of  the  individual  only, 
but  those  also  of  a  wife  and  family.  Surely  such  evils  call  loudly  for  a  prompt  and 
efficacious  remedy.  It  will  be  in  the  recollection  of  many  of  our  readers,  that  when 
Howard  was  engaged  in  visiting  the  Prisons  of  Germany,  the  emperor  Joseph  de- 
sired to  see  him.  '  I  have  sent  for  you,'  said  the  monarch,  '  to  know  your  opinion 
on  the  state  of  the  Prisons  in  my  dominions,  and  to  desire  that  you  will  point  out 
those  grievances  which  most  urgently  demand  reform.'  '  Your  Majesty,'  replied 
Hov^ARr  '  has  throughout  your  empire  prisoners  who  have  been  for  two  years  im- 
mured in  dungeons,  awaiting  their  trial ;  and  should  they  be  found  innocent  of  the 
crimes  laid  to  their  charge,  it  is  not  in  the  power  of  your  Majesty  to  make  them  rep- 
aration for  the  injuries  they  have  sustained.'  With  some  abatement  of  its  strength, 
might  the  same  language  be  addressed  to  the  Legislature  of  England.  '  You  have 
in  this  country,  gaols,  whose  inmates  have  been  confined  in  cells  unfit  for  human 
habitation  for  the  space  of  twelve  nionths  before  they  have  been  brought  to  trial, 
and  they  have  been  eventually  acquitted  as  innocent  of  crim.e  :  you  have  toi-n  theni 
from  their  homes :  you  have  taken  from  their  families  the  main  pillars  of  their  sup- 
port :  you  have  blasted  their  reputation:  you  have  debased  their  morals:  you  have 
inflicted  on  them  a  greater  punishment  than  that  to  which,  if  declared  guilty,  they 
would  have  been  adjudged  ;  and  you  discharge  them  from  your  Prisons,  ruined  an(} 
depraved,  bereft  of  the  means  of  honest  maintenance,  to  subsist  upon  the  property, 
to  disturb  the  order,  and  corrupt  the  morals,  of  society.'  Woirld  that  this  remon- 
strance, though  but  ideal,  might  be  followed  by  the  success  which  attended  How- 
ard's appeal  to  the  emperor  Joseph.  To  the  eternal  honor  of  that  great  monarcii 
be  it  recorded,  that  he  instantly  caused  a  law  to  '.  «  enacted  by  which  the  grievance 
was  redressed. 

In  the  month  of  Dec.  1822,  a  special  commission  was  issued  for  a  thii-d  assize  thro'- 
out  the  home  circuit.  This  assize  has  been  continued  every  succeeding  winter ;  and 
the  number's  liberated  on  these  occasions  are  the  best  evidence  of  the  effects  of  the 
excellence  of  the  measure.  From  official  statements  it  appears,  that  nearly  one  third 
of  the  annual  commitmerrts  in  this  circuit  have  been  tried  at  the  thii'd  assize.  The 
commitments  for  capital  offences  alone,  in  1824,  on  this  circuit,  amounted  to  1109  ,• 
and  of  these,  363  were  tried  at  the  winter  assize:  these  persons  were  consequently 
saved  the  hardship  of  three  months'  imprisonment  before  trial.  On  reference  to  the 
returns  for  the  last  seven  years,  it  appears  that,  with  the  exception  of  London  anci 
Middlesex,  the  numbers  committed  for  trial  on  the  home  circuit,  were  in  proportion 
to  those  committed  in  the  other  circuits  as  13,056  to  63,280,  or  about  one  fifth.  If, 
therefore,  the  third  assize  had  been  general  for  the  last  seven  years,  one  third  of  the 
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latter  number,  or  above  20,000  persons,  would  on  the  other  circuits  ha/e  been  spar- 
ed the  injury  of  three  months'  imprisonment.  If  the  commitments  on  the  home 
circuit  to  those  on  the  other  circuits  be  but  one  to  five,  this  small  proportion  shows 
that  the  interests  of  justice  are  deeply  concerned  in  extending  the  benefits  of  a  third 
gaol  delivery  throughout  the  kingdom.  In  the  case  of  persons  who  are  eventually 
acquitted,  the  cruelty  of  the  existing  system  is  strikingly  apparent ;  but  as  it  regards 
those  sentenced  to  short  terms  of  imprisonment  only,  it  is  scarcely  less  unjust.  The 
total  number  convicted  during  the  last  seven  years,  amounted  to  65,003.  Of  these, 
31,932,  or  very  nearly  one  half,  were  sentenced  to  periods  of  confinement  not  ex- 
ceeding six  months.  Many  persons  have,  therefore,  suffered  before  trial  longer  im- 
prisonment than  the  law  adjudged  to  them  afterwards;  and  although  it  is  occasion- 
ally the  practice  of  the  bench  to  make  allowance  for  the  length  of  previous  confine- 
ment, in  passing  sentence,  yet  such  a  practice  allows  to  the  judge  too  much  power 
in  some  cases;  while  the  law,  not  contemplating  the  anomaly,  confers  too  little  dis- 
cretion in  others.  In  every  such  case  it  reverses  the  natural  order  of  justice,  making 
punishment  to  precede  conviction." 

In  a  circular  letter,  issued  by  the  Prison  Discipline  Society  in  Bos- 
ton, in  March,  1826,  concerning  the  Prisons  in  the  District  of  Colum- 
bia, the  same  evil  is  mentioned. 

"  In  one  room,  in  the  Jail  in  Washington  City,"  says  the  letter,  "  w^ere  seven  per- 
sons; three  women  and  four  children.  This  room  was  only  eight  feet  square.  All 
the  women  were  released  from  this  room,  at  the  Jail  Delivery,  in  January,  1825,  no 
bill  having  been  found  against  them.  One  of  the  women  had  been  detained  in  this 
wretched  place  four  months  as  a  witness." 

"  The  Jail  Delivery  takes  place  twice  a  year,  only,  (leaving  it  possible  for  inno- 
cent persons,  on  suspicion,  to  be  confined,  in  this  wretched  place,  six  months  before 
trial.)  Of  the  forty-four  persons  in  jail  at  one  time,  fifteen  were  discharged  in  a 
single  day,  against  whom,  no  bills  were  found.  Among  the  persons  thus  discharged, 
were  all  the  women,  in  the  room  with  the  children,  one  of  whom  had  been  confined 
four,  and  another  five  months.  Also  two  person?,  who  were  detained  four  months, 
as  witnesses  against  George  Kendall,  who  was  with  them  discharged,  no  witness 
having  appeared  against  him.  The  whole  term  of  confinement  of  these  fifteen  per- 
sons who  were  discharged,  as  innocent,  on  this  occasion,  amounted  to  forty-two 
months,  or  nearly  three  months  each.  It  is  an  old  maxim,  that,  (between  the  arrest 
and  the  trial,)  the  lavit  abhors  delay." 

In  regard  to  this  evil,  Mathew  Carey,  of  Philadelphia,  has  issued 
a  circular,  from  which  we  make  the  following  extracts. 

"  No  small  portion  of  the  depravity  of  many  of  those  hardened  and  irreclaimable 
offenders,  who  are  the  bane  and  pest  of  society,  and  live  by  preying  on  the  public, 
arises,  there  is  reason  to  believe,  from  the  unjust  and  tedious  detention  of  persons 
originally  committed  for  trivial  offences — offences  in  many  cases  implying  a  very 
slight  degree  of  immorality  ;  for  instance,  petty  broils  and  riots,  after  which  it  some- 
times happens,  that  the  aggrieved  party  is  incarcerated  on  the  false  oath  of  the  ag- 
gressor. This  detention  is  cruel  and  oppressive,  as  regards  the  sufferers,  and  perni- 
cious as  regards  society ;  as  the  former,  many  of  whom  enter  these  abodes  of  wretch- 
edness and  wickedness,  comparatively  innocent,  or  slightly  tainted  with  vice  or 
crime,  often  become  completely  corrupt  and  abandoned  by  contaminating  intercourse 
with  adepts  in  villany,  and  are  thus  prepared  for  following  the  footsteps  of  their  mas- 
ters in  iniquity. 

The  following  statement  of  the  number  of  persons  committed  for  trial,  in  the  Bride-- 
well  Prison  of  New  York,  on  accusations  for  crimes  and  misdemeanors,  extracted 
from  Mr.  Livingston's  celebrated  work  on  prison  discipline — also  of  the  numbers  ac- 
quitted, condemned,  and  discharged  without  trial,  will  satisfactorily  demonstrate  the 
enormity  of  the  evil  here  presented  to  the  public  view.  Who  can  think  without 
horror  and  indignation  of  the  incarceration  of  above  six  thousand  persons  in  four 
years,  some  perhaps  for  months,  against  whom,  at  the  time  appointed  for  trial,  there 
appeared  no  accuser. 
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Of  about  one  hundred  and  thirty  ordered  for  trial,  at  a  late  court  of  quarter  sessions 
in  Philadelphia,  there  were  about  seventy  or  eighty  against  whom  no  bills  had  been 
found,  many  of  whom  were  apparently  without  offence,  and  were  of  course  discharg- 
ed, but  with  tarnished  characters,  and  probably  with  minds  corrupted  during  their 
sojourn  in  Prison. 

Vrith  a  view  to  investigate  this  subject,  and  bring  it  fairly  before  the  pubUc,  I  re- 
quest you  will  be  so  good,  if  in  your  power,  as  to  furnish  me  Vvith  answers  to  the 
following  queries : — 

1.  What  number  of  persons  have  been  committed  to  jail  for  trial  in  your  place  of 
residence,  or  any  jail  in  your  neighborhood,  within  the  last  two  years,  and  what 
number  of  them  have  been  dismissed  without  presentation  of  bills  of  Indictment  to 
the  grand  jury  ? 

2.  What  number  have  been  dismissed  in  consequence  of  the  bills  against  them 
having  been  ignored  by  the  grand  jury  ?     What  number  have  been  convicted  ? 

3.  How  long  have  any  of  them  been  detained  previous  to  trial  or  dismissal  ? 

4.  How  many  persons  have  been  detained  as  witnesses  ?  And  how  long  have  they 
been  thus  detained  ? 

5.  Have  you  any  court  for  the  summary  trial  of  misdemeanors  ?  If  so,  what  i* 
its  constitution  ? 

It  is  intended,  on  the  replies  of  these  queries,  to  predicate  a  plan  for  remedying 
thh(  crying  evil." 

What  is  done  in  foreign  countries,  in  this  department  op 
benevolent  exertion? 

The  London  Society  has  been  in  operation  seven  years.  Its  Seventli 
Report  is  a  volume  of  five  hundred  and  forty  pages.  It  directs  its 
attention  principally  to  the  Prisons  of  Great  Britain ;  but  their  Seventh' 
Report  contains  a  survey  of  Prisons,  in  all  countries,  from  which  infer- 
mation  could  be  obtained.  In  the  appendix,  two  hundred  and  fifty 
closely  printed  pages  are  occupied  concerning  the  Prisons  in  England, 
Scotland  and  Ireland ;  and  one  hundred  pages  concerning  Prisons  in 
Holland,  France,  Italy,  Switzerland,  Flanders,  Germany,  America, 
the  West  Indies,  and  New  South  Wales.  It  contains  twenty-four 
pages  of  extracts  from  the  First  Report  of  the  Boston  Society ;  besides 
several  pages,  noticing  the  same,  in  the  body  of  the  Report.  The  ex- 
penses of  the  Society  last  year  to  sustain  its  extended  operations,  were 
$11,959,  which  exceeded  its  receipts  $4,120. 

In  Scotland,  no  benevolent  association  has  been  formed  ;  though 
one  has  been  contemplated  at  Edinburgh,  for  the  purpose  of  diffusing 
information  on  prison  discipline  in  that  part  of  the  united  kingdom. 
This  is  greatly  needed ;  for  there  is  no  part  of  the  country,  in  which 
the  Prisons,  according  to  the  statements  of  the  London  Reports,  have 
"  fallen  into  such  a  lamentable  state  of  disorder."  "  With  the  excep- 
tion of  the  larger  gaols  at  Edinburgh,  Glasgow,  Perth,  and  a  few  other 
places,  the  construction  of  the  Prisons  is  of  the  worst  description." 

In  consequence  of  this,  during  the  session  of  Parliament  in  1826,  a 
select  committee  was  appointed  to  inquire  into  the  condition  of  the 
Prisons  in  Scotland  ;  the  result  of  which  was  a  return  of  the  actual  con- 
dition of  every  gaol,  in  that  part  of  the  kingdom.  From  these  returns 
valuable  documents  have  been  published,  by  the  government,  and  then 
republished  in  the  appendix  to  the  London  Society's  Report. 

In  Ireland  there  is  an  association  at  Dublin  for  the  Improvement  of 
Prisons  and  prison  discipline.  Their  Reports  are  spoken  of  as  highly 
interesting,  and  as  having  contributed  to  the  spread  of  valuable  infor- 
mation and  sound  principles.  During  the  last  year,  an  act  has  been 
passed,  "  for  consolidating  and  amending  the  laws  relating  to  Prisons 
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in  Ireland."  According  to  this  law,  the  grand  jury  are  to  appoint 
persons  to  visit  the  Prisons,  and  make  reports  of  their  condition.  Two 
inspectors-general  also  have  been  appointed,  whose  duty  it  is  to  visit 
annually  every  Prison  in  Ireland,  and  make  report  to  parliament  of  its 
condition. 

Every  Prison  is  to  consist  of  two  parts,  one  for  males,  and  one  h\' 
females.  In  every  Prison,  effectual  means  are  to  be  adopted,  for  secu- 
rity, classification,  health,  inspection,  employment,  and  religious  and 
moral  instruction.  A  separate  celi,  if  possible,  is  to  be  provided  tor 
every  prisoner.  Proper  rooms  are  to  be  fitted  up  for  labor.  A  cliapei 
is  to  be  provided  in  every  Prison,  with  separate  divisions  for  males  and 
females.  County  Prisons,  destitute  of  proper  accommodation,  are  to 
be  discontinued.  All  defective  Prisons,  of  local  jurisdiction,  are  to  be 
abolished.  No  prisoner,  before  his  conviction,  either  with  or  without 
his  consent,  is  to  be  employed  on  the  tread-mill.  Female  priL^oners  are 
to  be  attended  in  all  cases  by  female  officers.  Chaplains  are  to  be 
appointed  to  every  Prison.  Prisoners,  when  discharged,  are  to  be 
supplied  with  the  means  of  returning  to  their  families.  All  prison  fees 
are  to  be  abolished.  In  eleven  counties,  new  gaols  have  been  built,  or 
are  in  progress ;  in  eight  others  extensive  additions  have  been  made. 
Good  effects  have  already  res^ilted  from  the  establislimcnt  of  schools  in 
Prisons,  and  these  have  been  rendered  more  useful  by  the  attention  of 
ladies'  committees.  The  inspectors-general  say,  that  "  nothing  could 
be  more  gratifying  to  us,  on  our  late  tour,  than  to  witness  the  ladies  of 
leading  rank  and  influence,  entering  into  every  detail  connected  with 
the  regulation  of  tlie  female  class,  and  affording  a  considerable  part  of 
their  time  to  personal  superintendence." 

It  is  evident  from  this  view  of  the  subject,  that  something  effectual 
has  been  attempted  in  Ireland  for  the  improvement  of  Prisons. 

In  the  ^Vest  Indies,  it  appears  from  the  Report  of  the  Commis- 
sioners appointed  by  the  British  Parliament  to  inquire  into  the  Ptate  of 
civil  and  criminal  justice,  in  those  Islands,  that  the  Prisons  are  in 
miserable  disorder.  The  London  Report  contains  much  valuable  in- 
formation concerning  the  Prisons  at  Barbadoes,  Tobago,  Grenada,  St. 
Vincent,  Dominico,  Antigua,  Montserat,  Nevis,  St.  Christopher's  and 
Tortola.  The  description  of  the  Prisons  at  Grenada,  must  suffice  as 
a  specimen  of  the  whole,  differing  not  essentially  from  the  rest. 

''At  Grenada,  the  places  of  confinement  are  ono  gnol  and  three  cages  in  tlio 
island.  There  is  also  a  cage  at  Carriacou,  one  of  its  dependencies.  There  is  n  > 
house  of  correction.  The  persons  confined  in  the  g-aol  are  debtors,  criminals,  delir.- 
quents  under  the  militia  act,  and  slaves  talien  in  execution.  There  is  no  separation 
between  debtors,  criminals,  and  slave.;.  There  i.s  no  division  of  men  and  women, 
not  even  a  separate  apartment.  T.he  accused  and  the  convicted  are  kept  together^ 
and  treated  in  like  manner.  One  pound  of  bread  only  per  diem  is  allowed,  indis- 
criminately, to  all  persons,  whether  criminals  or  debtors.  The  gaol  is  not  visited 
by  any  magistrates.  There  are  no  separate  apartments  for  tlie  sick.  Escapes 
are  frequently  eflfected.  Slaves  arc  sent  to  the  ca^e  for  every  species  of  misde- 
meanor, often  for  confinement  only,  and  at  other  times  to  receive  corporal  pun- 
ishment :  there  is  no  employment  for  them,  neither  is  there  any  yard  in  which 
they  can  have  the  benefit  of  air  and  exercise." 

Thus  it  appears  that  there  is  a  wide  field  for  improvement  in  the 
West  Indies. 

In  France,  the  Royal  Society  of  Paris,  for  the  amelioration  of 
Prisons,  have  been  actively  engaged  in  th^  prosecution  of  its  objects. 
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Improvements  have  been  made  in  the  construction  of  sixty-four 
Prisons.  New  Prisons  are  to  be  built  in  three  departments.  In  the 
smaller  gaols,  amounting  to  276,  great  attention  has  been  paid  to  their 
condition.  In  the  central  department,  improvements  have  been  made 
by  appropriating  xTisons  exclusively  for  females. 

''  The  Society,  •  de  la  Morale  Chretiennc,'  at  Paris,  has  continued  to  diffuse," 
says  the  London  Report,  "  with  unwearied  benevolence,  much  useful  information, 
on  the  state  of  the  Prisons  of  that  capital.  Of  the  Prison  of  la  Force,  at  Paris,  M. 
Appert,  the  editor  of  the  Prison  Journal,  states,  that  it  is  difficult  to  convey  an  idea 
of  the  wretched  spectacle  which  this  place  exhibits.  '  His  heart,'  he  adds,  '  sunk 
atfindinghiraselfsurroundedby  up  wards  of  a  hundred  men,  whose  wan  complexions, 
ferocious  looks,  and  ragged  garments,  displayed  the  most  horrible  and  degrading 
condition  of  the  human  species.  These  objects  of  wretchedness,  however,  ex- 
pressed their  gratitude  at  his  visiting  them ;  and  when  they  understood  his  mission, 
their  looks  softened  with  the  hopes  of  an  improvement  in  their  welfare.'  M.  Appert 
adds,  that  if  those  to  whom  the  supreme  management  of  the  Prisons  is  intrusted, 
would  but  occasionally  visit  them,  without  being  previously  announced,  what  ben- 
efits might  they  not  confer  on  the  unhappy  prisoners,  and  on  society  at  large, 
into  the  midst  of  which  they  are  hereafter  to  be  received  !  The  rooms  in  the  new 
buildings  of  this  Prison  are  not  sufficiently  ventilated  to  render  them  healthy. 
One  of  the  wards  contains  forty  beds,  which  are  occupied  by  eighty  men.  This 
place  is  so  foul,  that  the  turnkeys  will  not  enter,  and  a  candle  cannot  burn  in  it. 
In  this  abode,  and  in  this  most  corrupt  atmosphere,  these  unhappy  beings  indulge 
in  a  degree  of  infamy  too  shocking  for  description." 

From  France,  Italy,  and  Switzerland,  one  of  the  committee  of  the 
London  Society,  who  returned  from  the  continent,  a  short  time  since, 
brought  much  valuable  information  concerning  Prisons.  In  the 
Maison  Centrale,  at  Limoges,  600  men,  and  300  v/omen  were  lately 
confined.  There  was  no  moral  and  religious  instruction.  In  the 
absence  of  proper  separation  and  inspection,  employment  was  the  only 
good  feature  in  the  management  of  this  Jail.  The  Prison  at  Aix, 
containing  1000  men,  was  in  a  similar  situation.  At  Toulon,  there 
were  employed  4000  convicts  (galley  slaves)  in  the  arsenal ;  half  of 
them  for  life.  Criminals  of  all  descriptions  were  mixed  together.  The 
bastinado  was  the  common  discipline,  and  inflicted  for  small  offences. 
No  instruction  was  provided.  The  Prison  of  the  Forecats,  at  Villa 
Franca,  (Sardinia)  is  described  as  filthy  and  wretched  in  the  extreme. 
Three  hundred  and  sixty  men  were  confined  in  one  large  room.  They 
were  chained  down  by  the  legs  at  night  so  closely,  as  nearly  to  touch 
each  other.     At  Turin  the  state  of  the  men's  Prison  was  deplorable. 

The  new  Prison  at  Geneva  was  occupied  during  the  year  1826,  and 
is  more  approved  for  its  construction  by  the  London  Society,  than  any 
other  Prison  on  the  continent ;  and  it  is  hoped  that  it  will  present  a 
suitable  model,  in  management  as  well  as  construction,  to  other  parts 
of  the  continent. 

In  Switzerland  the  penal  code  needs  reform.  In  proof  of  this,  the 
London  Society  gives  the  following  instance  of  torture  : 

"  There  was,  lately,  in  the  Prison  of  Fribourg,  a  robber,  who,  by  the  authority  of 
the  legislative  and  executive  authorities,  underwent  three  several  times  the  punish- 
ment of  torture.  The  instrument,  quite  new  in  appearance,  consisted  of  a  windlass, 
which  turned  a  rope  that  passed  through  a  staple  in  the  ceiling,  and  terminated  in 
two  nooses  :  from  these,  the  criminal  was  hung  by  the  wrists  three  several  days,  for 
five  minutes  each  time.  On  the  first  occasion  he  was  simply  suspended;  on  the 
second  a  weight  of  twenty -five  pounds,  and  on  the  third  one  of  fifty  pounds,  was 
attached  to  his  feet ;  after  which,  as  he  would  not  confess  the  crime  with  which  he 
was  charged,  he  was  condemned  to  perpetual  imprisonment  in  a  dark  dungeon.  The 
committee  learn  that  the  unfortunate  person  aflerwards  "  confessed,"  in  the  hope  of 
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a  mitigation  of  his  punishment — that  is,  of  being  executed — but  that  the  sentence 
cannot  now  be  reversed  ;  and  he  is  consequently  doomed  to  perpetual  imprisonment^ 
and  subjected  to  privations  well  calculated  to  produce  despair.  The  practice  of  tor- 
ture has  been  so  long  considered  as  one  of  the  most  striking  marks  of  moral  and  po- 
litical degradation — is  in  itself  so  inhuman — in  its  consequences  so  impolitic — and 
has  been  so  long  abolished  by  every  civilized  state — that  the  committee  cannot  bring 
themselves  to  believe  that  the  free  and  enlightened  Swiss  can  of  late  years  have 
given  to  it  their  serious  attention.  They  are  inclined  to  tiiink  that  the  existence  of 
fho  practice  in  Switzerland,  is  one  of  the  most  striking  proofs  that  was  ever  exhibited 
of  the  despotic  power  of  habit ;  of  the  blind  adherence  of  man  to  the  practice  of  his 
ancestors,  and  of  his  clinging  to  their  example  long  after  the  injustice  and  impolicy 
of  this  attachment  have  been  clearly  unfolded  and  universally  acknowledged.  To 
wliatever  causes,  hoAvever,  the  application  of  torture  in  Switzerland  is  to  be  attrib- 
uted, it  is  impossible  that  it  can  be  retained,  or  fail  eventually  to  degrade  the  char- 
acter of  that  interesting  country.  A  manly  and  open  system  of  criminal  jurispru- 
dence is  founded  upon  truth  and  equity,  and  requires  nothing  to  be  hidden,  nor 
any  attempt  to  conceal.  But  torture  is  applied  under  a  veil  of  secrecy,  and  its 
employment  is  necessarily  connected  with  evils  which,  sooner  or  later,  will  mani- 
fest themselves  in  a  gradual  weaning  of  the  affections  of  the  people  from  the  gov- 
ernment, in  a  growing  dissatisfaction  with  all  public  measures,  and  in  otherwise 
impairing  the  welfare  and  happiness  of  the  community.  The  committee  are  not 
without  hope  that  these  observations  may  obtain  the  earnest  attention  of  the  Swiss 
government,  and  that  measures  may  soon  be  taken  to  repeal  laws  which  not  only 
reflect  disgrace  upon  its  institutions,  but  can  never  be  contemplated  without  ex- 
citing the  indignation  of  every  friend  of  justice  and  humanity."* 

The  Netherlands'  Society  for  the  Improvement  of  Prisons  has  held 
two  general  meetings.  Corresponding  committees  have  been  formed 
in  all  the  principal  towns.  The  diet,  exercise,  and  instruction  of 
prisoners  have  received  increased  attention.  Several  schools  have 
been  established  by  the  government  in  Prisons,  and  a  separate  Prison 
for  juvenile  delinquents  has  been  established  at  Rotterdam,  where 
youth,  of  this  description,  from  all  parts  of  the  kingdom,  receive  proper 
treatment.  Associations  have  been  formed  at  Leeds  and  Dusseldorf, 
to  promote  the  improvement  of  Prisons. 

In  Germany  a  disposition  prevails  in  the  government  to  assist  the 
exertion  of  individuals  in  this  cause.  Dr.  Julius,  of  Hamburg,  has  been 
indefatigable  in  giving  publicity  to  valuable  information  on  the  subject 
of  prison  discipline. 

In  the  Prussian  dominions  a  Society  has  been  formed  for  the  refor- 
mation of  criminals.  It  is  composed  of  several  noblemen  and  distin- 
guished characters.  The  first  meeting  of  the  Society  was  held  at 
Berlin  about  two  years  since.  Dr.  Julius  was  invited  from  Hamburg 
to  attend  the  meeting,  and  afterwards  to  deliver  a  course  of  lectures  on 
prison  discipline. 

Dr.  E.  D.  Friedlander,  of  Kcenicrsbur'T,  after  visitincr  England,  re- 
turned  home,  and  delivered  a  dissertation  on  prison  discipline  before 
the  Albertine  Academy  of  Sciences,  which  was  afterwards  published. 
He  has  since  succeeded  in  establishing  a  House  of  Refuge  for  juvenile 
delinquents. 

*  An  instance  of  tlie  infliction  of  torture  in  Vv'estplialia  has  recently  been  maJc  known  to  the  Com- 
mittee. This  occurred  at  Minden.  The  object  of  vengeance  was  not  a  capital  offender,  but  a  person 
who,  from  conscientious  motives,  peculiar  to  the  religious  body  of  which  he  was  a  member,  had  refu- 
sed to  serve  in  the  militia.  He  was  placed  in  a  cell,  the  floor  and  sides  of  which  were  closely  studded 
with  projecting  spikes,  or  pieces  of  sharpened  iron  resembling  the  blades  of  knives.  The  individual 
remained  in  tiiis  state  for  twenty-four  hours,  and  the  punishment  was  repeated  nt  three  distinct  inter- 
vals. It  is  considered  a  rare  occurrence  for  a  person  to  survive  the  second  infliction  of  this  species 
of  cruelty.  In  this  instance,  however,  the  suflerer  did  not  fall  a  sacrifice.  His  property  was  confisca- 
ted, but  has  been  since  restored,  in  consequence  of  representations  which  have  been  made  from  this  coun- 
try to  the  proper  authorities. 

G2 
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At  Petersburg  there  is  a  Prison  Society,  on  which  the  Emperor  of 
Russia  has  conferred  his  approbation  and  patronage.  Mr.  Venning 
accompanied  him  in  a  recent  visit  to  the  Prison  de  Litoffsky,  when  the 
Emperor  discharged  certain  aged  debtors  and  juvenile  delinquents,  who 
were  pointed  out  to  him. 

Thus  we  have  seen,  in  a  brief  abstract,  from  much  more  extended 
information,  contained  in  the  Seventh  Report  of  the  London  Society, 
what  is  done  in  foreign  countries  in  this  department  of  benevolent 
exertion. 

What  valuable  documents  on  prison  discipline  have  been 
published  in  america,  during  the  last  year  ? 

Report  of  the  Joint  Committee  of  the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts, 
on  the  State  Prison  at  Charlestown,  with  a  bill :  printed  by  order  of  the 
Legislature ;  pages  35. 

Report  of  the  Directors  and  Warden  of  the  Connecticut  State  Prison, 
submitted  to  the  Legislature,  at  the  May  Session,  1828 :  printed  by  order 
of  the  Legislature  ;  pages  20. 

Annual  Report  of  the  Inspectors  of  the  Auburn  State  Prison  to  the 
Legislature  of  New  York,  Jan.  5,  1828  :  printed  by  order  of  the  Legis- 
lature ;  pages  51. 

Report  of  the  Commissioners  relative  to  the  erection  of  the  new  State 
Prison  at  Mount  Pleasant,  submitted  to  the  Legislature  of  New  York, 
Jan.  5,  1828 ;  pages  10. 

Report  of  Gershom  Powers,  agent  and  keeper  of  the  State  Prison  at 
Auburn,  made  to  the  Legislature,  Jan.  7,  1828  :  published  by  order  of 
the  Legislature  ;  pages  126. 

Observations  on  penitentiary  discipline,  addressed  to  William  Ros- 
coE,  Esq.  of  Liverpool,  England,  by  S.  A. :  published  in  New  York  ; 
pages  87. 

Third  Annual  Report  of  the  Managers  of  the  Society  for  the  Refor- 
mation of  Juvenile  Delinquents  in  the  city  of  New  York  :  published  by 
order  of  the  Society  ;  pages  64. 

Introductory  Report  to  the  code  of  prison  discipline,  explanatory  of 
the  principles  on  which  the  code  is  founded  ;  being  part  of  the  system 
of  penal  law  prepared  for  the  State  of  Louisiana  by  Edward  Livingston  : 
published  in  Philadelphia  ;  pages  78. 

Observations  and  Reflections  on  the  design  and  effects  of  punishment, 
by  John  Sergeant,  Esq.  and  Col.  Samuel  Miller,  of  U.  S.  Marines, 
in  letters  addressed  to  Roberts  Vaux  :  read  at  a  meeting  of  the  Prison 
Society  of  Philadelphia,  and  with  the  consent  of  the  writers  published 
by  its  order  ;  pages  10. 

Letter,  Report,  and  Documents  on  the  penal  code,  from  the  Presi- 
dent and  Commissioners  appointed  to  superintend  the  erection  of  the 
Eastern  Penitentiary,  adapted  and  modelled  to  the  system  of  solitary 
confinement :  read  in  the  Senate  of  Pennsylvania,  Jan.  8,  1828 ; 
pages  51. 

Report  of  the  Commissioners  of  tlie  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania  on 
the  penal  code,  with  the  accompanying  documents  :  read  in  Senate, 
Jan.  4,  1823 ;  pages  192. 
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What  funds  have  been  collected,  and  how  have  they  been 

APPROPRIATED    BY    THE    PrISON    DISCIPLINE    SoCILTV? 

The  whole  amount  of  receipts  acknowledged  in  the  Treasurer's 
Report,  is  $2,444  08.  Of  this  sum,  8G03  were  from  annual  subscri- 
bers; 6700  from  life  members;  $1,092  from  donors.  The  sources, 
whence  this  money  was  principally  received,  were  as  follows :  from 
Boston  and  the  vicinity,  ^^  1,313  ;  from  New  York  City  and  State,  >3892; 
from  New  Jersey,  $155. 

The  manner  in  which  the  monies  thus  collecte.l  have  been  princi- 
pally  distributed,  is  as  follows  :  to  the  Treasurer,  for  tLe  balance  of  his 
account  last  year,  $201 ;  to  the  Secretary,  $854  ;  to  the  chaplain  at 
Auburn,  $527  ;  to  the  chaplain  at  Sing  Sing,  $170  ;  for  religious  ser- 
vices at  Lamberton,  N.  J.  $125;  paper  and  printing,  $482.  For  a 
more  particular  account  of  receipts  and  expenditures,  see  the  Treasurer's 
account. 

From  a  reviev/  of  this  Report,  it  is  obvious,  what  has  been  done  to 
prevent  evil  communication  ;  and  vrhat  has  been  done  to  provide  for 
and  communicate  proper  instruction ;  v/hat  has  been  done  to  diminish 
the  public  expenses  of  Prisons  ;  and  what  other  good  effects  have  re- 
sulted from  the  system  of  prison  discipline  recommended  and  partially 
introduced;  what  important  Prisons  in  this  country  remain  unim- 
proved ;  what  is  the  history  of  the  troubles  in  the  Prison  at  Charles- 
town  during  the  last  winter,  and  v/hat  are  the  future  prospects  of  the 
new  Prison  in  Philadelphia ;  what  misapprehensions  exist  in  Europe 
concerning  prison  discipline  in  America ;  what  are  the  great  points  of 
difference  and  coincidence  in  Europe  and  America  in  regard  to  prison 
discipline,  and  what  is  done  in  foreign  countries  in  this  department  of 
benevolent  exertion  ;  what  valuable  documents  have  been  published  in 
America  during  the  last  year ;  and  v/hat  funds  have  been  collected, 
and  how  they  have  been  appropriated  by  the  Prison  Discipline  Society. 

Whether  the  good  effected  by  the  Prison  Discipline  Society  is  equiv- 
alent to  the  expenditure  of  time  and  money  required  for  its  support,  and 
whether  the  operations  of  the  Society  shall  be  sustained  and  enlarged, 
are  the  questions  now  submitted  to  the  public. 

In  answering  these  questions,  it  may  be  remarked,  that  the  prevent- 
ing of  so  much  evil  communication  is  an  object,  alone,  of  great  magni- 
tude and  importance.  If  the  number  of  convicts  be  10,000,  who  are 
constantly  in  Prison,  in  the  United  States,  (and  this  is  not  an  improba- 
ble supposition,)  the  system  of  measures  which  aims  to  prevent  among 
them,  quarrelling,  profane  swearing,  gambling,  Sabbath  breaking,  un- 
cleanliness,  revelling,  drunkenness,  and  instruction  in  all  the  arts  of 
counterfeiters,  pickpockets,  thieves,  highway  robbers,  and  incendiaries, 
this  alone  is  an  object  on  which  good  men,  and  holy  angels,  and  a 
holy  God,  must  look  with  approbation,  and  esteem  the  litde  sacrifices 
which  have  been  made,  of  time  and  money  for  its  accomplishment,  as 
less  than  nothing. 

Again,  the  bringing  of  this  most  corrupt  mass  of  society,  not  only 
under  restraint,  so  as  to  prevent  evil  communication,  but  into  circum- 
rt? rices  in  which  good  instruction  may  be  communicated,  with  rational 
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expectations  of  permanent  benefit,  is  an  object  of  still  greater  import- 
ance. Teaching  vagrants  a  useful  trade,  by  which  they  may  obtain  an 
honest  livelihood ;  teaching  the  most  ignorant  and  the  most  degraded 
of  the  human  family,  in  a  short  time,  to  read  the  word  of  God ;  teaching 
the  inmates  of  Prisons,  from  Sabbath  to  Sabbath,  in  the  still  and  solemn 
and  interested  assembly,  the  principles  of  the  Gospel,  by  preaching  to 
them  the  unsearchable  riches  of  Christ,  and  thus  fulfilling  the  last 
command  of  the  Savior,  "  Go  preach  my  Gospel  to  every  creature," 
this  is  an  object  which  the  church  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  will 
cherish. 

If  this,  too,  can  be  done  without  unreasonable  expense ;  if  there  is 
1  system  by  which  that  part  of  the  human  family,  which  is  found  in 
Prisons,  can  be  made  to  furnish  itself,  not  only  with  food  and  clothing, 
and  care  and  keeping,  but  with  instruction,  and  this  has  been  already 
done,  then  the  experiments,  which  are  made  on  man  in  well  regulated 
Prisons,  may  be  useful  not  only  in  showing  what  other  Prisons  should 
be,  but  what  wholesome  regulations,  and  useful  principles,  may  be 
brought  to  bear  upon  the  poor  and  ignorant  and  vicious  at  large.  And 
in  this  view  of  the  subject,  avarice  and  malignity  themselves  might  be 
expected  to  behave  better  than  usual,  when  looking  at  the  operations  of 
a  Society,  which  keeps  steadily  in  view,  as  one  object,  to  show  by  actual 
experiment  how  Prisons  can  be  made  to  support  themselves. 

Besides,  when  it  is  seen  what  other  good  effects  have  resulted  from 
the  system  of  prison  discipline  recommended  and  partially  introduc- 
ed ;  when  this  is  seen  by  contrasting  Newgate  with  the  new  Prison 
at  Wethersfield  ;  the  Prisons  at  Auburn  and  Sing  Sing,  with  the  old 
Prison  in  New  York  City  ;  and  the  condition  of  youth  and  children  in 
the  old  Penitentiaries,  with  their  condition  in  the  Houses  of  Refuge  in 
New  York  and  Boston, — we  might  perhaps  be  indulged  by  infidelity 
itself  with  the  privilege  of  feeling  grateful  to  an  indulgent  and  merci- 
ful God.  That  there  is  something  in  our  hearts,  which  we  have  taken 
for  such  feeling,  is  certain ;  whether  it  is  sincere  and  well  founded, 
our  enemies  being  judges,  v.e  cannot  tell.  But  whether  we  are  grate- 
ful or  not,  for  what  Providence  has  already  accomplished,  in  this  de- 
partment of  human  affairs,  (and  surely  we  are  without  excuse  if  we 
are  not  grateful,)  we  only  ask  ibr  a  continuance  and  increase  of  the 
same  merciful  interpositions  and  cheering  approbation  of  an  indulgent 
Providence. 

With  this  we  could  plunge  into  the  deepest  moral  degradation 
which  is  found  in  Prisons  ;  we  could  spend  years  in  the  Prisons  at 
Charlestown  and  on  Walnut  street  in  Philadelphia,  and  the  more  foul 
and  loathsome  Jails  of  Washington  City  and  New  Orleans,  with  the 
hope  of  witnessing  a  change,  at  the  end  of  that  time,  like  that  from 
Newgate,  to  the  new  Prison  at  Wethersfield.  Nay  more,  we  could  be 
present  for  months,  at  an  investigation  like  that  which  took  place 
before  the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts,  during  the  last  winter,  con- 
cerning the  Prison  at  Charlestown,  and  feel  at  the  close,  (if  such  evil? 
were  disclosed,)  that  no  labor  is  in  vain  which  has  a  tendency  to  turn 
the  public  attention  to  the  importance  of  thorough  investigation  con- 
cerning the  condition  and  management  of  Prisons.  To  search  out 
the  evils  of  old  systems,  as  in  this  case  ;  to  present  them  to  the  public 
mind  ;  to  attempt  to  remove  them  and  prevent  their  recurrence  ;  is  an 
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object  worthy  of  unceasing  vigilance  and  labor.  Carefully  to  examine 
new  systems,  by  comparing  them  with  the  results  of  experience,  for 
the  purpose  of  preventing  their  introduction  if  they  are  wrong,  as  in  the 
new  Prison  in  Philadelphia,  which,  as  it  appears  to  us,  was  in  its  ori- 
ginal design  the  system  of  the  Bastile,  as  it  has  been  declared  to  be  by 
La  Fayktte,  this,  also,  is  an  object  worth  living  for.  To  prevent 
misapprehension  among  those  who  are  laboring  in  this  cause  of  humani- 
ty and  benevolence,  and  when  such  misa[.)prehcnsion  relates  merely  to 
matters  of  fact,  concerning  which  there  would  be  no  room  for  contro- 
versy if  the  facts  were  known,  this  too  is  an  object  of  importance ;  be- 
cause such  misapprehension  may  greatly  retard  the  work  of  reform  in 
the  world  at  large.  To  compare  the  systems  of  different  countries,  and 
ascertain  in  what  particulars  the  Prisons  of  one  country  are  superior  to 
those  of  another,  and  thus  to  furnish  examples  for  imitation  ;  to  ascer- 
tain wherein  there  is  a  perfect  coincidence  of  opinion,  and  thus  to 
strengthen  the  purposes  of  reform  ;  this  also  is  highly  useful.  To  see 
what  a  noble  example  is  given  in  England,  in  regard  to  this  as  well  as 
all  the  other  great  objects  of  benevolence,  and  how  this  example  is  ex- 
tending its  influence  over  the  earth,  and  to  feel  that  we  have  many 
friends,  not  only  in  Great  Britain,  but  on  the  continent  of  Europe, 
laboring  without  weariness,  in  extending  the  principles  of  truth,  and 
justice,  and  mercy,  to  the  inmates  of  Prisons,  this  is  our  high  privilege. 
To  see  liow  many  good  minds,  and  State  Governments,  and  benevolent 
associations,  are  already  engaged  in  promoting  this  cause,  by  collecting 
information  and  publishing  valuable  documents,  which  shall  be  the 
basis  of  practical  conclusions,  to  regulate  the  proceedings  of  future  na- 
tions and  ages,  this,  too,  is  our  privilege  and  encouragement.  And  to 
see  that  this  operation  is  carried  forward  by  a  trifling  expenditure,  not 
equal,  so  far  as  this  Society  is  concerned,  to  the  expenses  of  many 
single  families,  this  is  our  gratification,  and  this,  with  our  confidence 
in  God,  is  the  foundation  of  our  hope,  that  it  v/ill  be  sustained  and 
greatly  extended.  "Blessed,''  said  Lord  Coke,  ^' is  the  man  that 
layeth  the  jii^st  stone  of  this  buildijig — mo7^e  blessed  that  proceeds  in 
it — most  of  all  that  finisheth  it — to  the  gJory  of  God,  and  the  honor  of 
vur  nation.^'     "Blessed,"  said  a  greater  than  Lord  Coke,  "is  he  that 
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Brewster,  Joseph 
Hedges,  Timothy 
Milnor,  James 
Tappan,  Arthur 
Varick,  Richard 

Schenectady. 
Smith,  Peter 


AX.  SUBSCRIBERS 

Boston,  Mass. 
Adams,  Ashur  Si 

Adams,  Chester 
Adams,  William 
Adams,  I. 
Adams,  Zabdiel  B. 
Anderson,  Rufus 
Andrews,  Ebenezer  T. 
Atwood,  Charles 
Eadlam,  Stephen 
Bailey,  Ebenezer 
Bancroft,  Jacob 
Bartlett,  Levi 
Beecher,  Edward 
Beecher,  Lyman 
Benson,  John 
Bird,  Robert  L. 
Blanchard,  Hezekiah 
Blanciiard,  Joshua  P. 
Blasland,  William 
Bradshaw,  Andrew 
Brewster,  Osmyn 
Brown,  Charles 
Bumstead,  Josiah 
Bumstead,  Josiah  F. 
Butler,  James 
Channing,  Walter 
Clap,  James 
Clark,  G. 
Clark,  Joseph 
Cleveland,  Charles 
Child,  David  L. 
Cragin,  Lorenzo  S. 
Cummings,  Daniel 
Curtis,  Charles  P. 
Dana,  Ephraim 
Daniel!,  Otis 
Davis,  S.  G. 
Davis,  Thomas  A. 
Dole,  Daniel 
Dowe,  Joseph 


Eastman,  Oman 

Edwards,  Henry 

Emerson,  George  B. 

Eustis,  William  T. 

Evarts,  Jeremiah 

Eveleth,  Joseph 

Fairbanks,  Stephen 

Fessenden,  Stephen 

Flagg,  Josiah  F. 

Forbes,  G.  V.  H. 

Fox,  Horace 

Fletcher,  Richard 

Francis,  David 

Fuller,  Timothy 

Fuller,  John  S. 

Fullerton,  James 

Gilbert,  Samuel 

Grigg,  Daniel 

Grant,  Moses 

Green,  David 

Green,  Samuel 

Grosvenor,  Lemuel  F. 

Guild,  Benjamin 

Gulliver,  John 

Hadley,  Charles  J. 

Hay  ward,  George 

Hale,  Enoch 

Hall,  T.  I. 

Haskell,  Amos  H.,  2  years 

Haskell,  Edward 

Haskell,  Jacob,  Jr. 

Head,  George  E. 

Hobart,  Albert 

Hollis,  Thomas 

How,  James 

How,  Hall  J. 

Howard,  Benjamin 

Hubbard,  William  J. 

Jackson,  Ward 

Jeffries,  John 

Johnson,  Samuel 

Kimball,  Eliphalet 

Knowles,  James  D. 

Lincoln,  Ensign 

Lincoln,  Heman 

Lord,  Tobias 

Loring,  Barnabas  T. 

Loring,  Charles  G. 

Loring,  Henry 

Loring,  Josiah 

Lovejoy,  William  R. 

Low,  Isaiah 

Maynard,Elia9 

McMaster,  Alvin 

Means,  Isaac 

Means,  James 

Melledge,  James 

Minot,  William 

Munroe,  Edmund 

Newell,  Montgomery 

Nichols,  Thaddeus,"Jro 

Noyes,  Daniel 

Odiorne,  George 

Odiorne,  James  C. 

Palmer,  Simeon 

Palfrey,  Jolm  G. 

Park,  Amasa  C. 

Parker,  Matthew  S. 

Phillips,  Thomas  W. 

Pray,  Lewis  G. 

Rand,  Asa 

Read,  James 

Reed,  Hodges 

Reynolds,  Edward 

Reynolds,  William  B. 

Richardson,  James  B. 

Richardson,  Jeffrey 

Richardson,  Joseph 

Rogers,  Edmund  II.,  2  years 

Rogers,  George 


Ropes,  Hardy 
Safford,  Daniel,  2  year* 
Sawin,  Ezekiel 
Scudder,  Charles 
Sewall,  Stephen 
Shaw,  Latimer  R. 
2  Shimmin,  William 
Shurtleff,  S.  A. 
Slack,  Ruggles 
Stoddard,  Charles 
Stone,  William  W. 
Street,  George 
Sumner,  Bradford 
Sullivan,  John 
Swett,  Samuel 
Tappan,  Charles 
Tappan,  John 
Tappan,  Lewis 
Thacher,  Peter  O. 
Ticknor,  Benjamin 
Train,  Samuel 
Tufts,  James 
Twomblv,  Alexander  H. 
Vinal,  O'tis 
Vose,  Reuben 
Walker,  Amasa 
Ware,  Henry,  2  years 
Ware,  John 
Waterman,  Charles 
Waterston,  Robert 
Walker,  Ezra 
Weare,  Mark 
Whitmarsh,  Thomas 
Wigglesworth,  Edward 
Willey,  Charles 
Willey,  Newton 
Williams,  Willard 
Willis,  Horatio  M. 
Wisner,  Benjamin  B. 
Winthrop,  J..  Temple 
Cambridat. 
Worcester,  Joseph  E. 

CharlestowTU 
Fay,  Warren 

J^ewbury. 
Adams,  Col. 

Augusta,  Me. 
Tappan,  Benjamin 

Portland. 
Cross,  Nathaniel 
Howe,  John 
Hyde,  William 
Mitchell,  William 
Owen,  Joseph 

JVezc  York  City^ 
Cock,  Thomas 
Linch,  Elias 
Pintard,  John 
Post,  Joel  (an.  for  3  years) 

JVewark,  JV.  J. 
Agens,  James 
Allen,  Jacob 
Baldwin,  Robert 
Baldwin,  Isaac,  paid  4  years 
Baldwin,  Samuel 
Beach, Aaron 
Bouton,  John  M. 
Bruen,  David  B. 
Bruen,  James 
Burnet,  Smith 
Burnet,  Aaron  L. 
C.  W.  S. 
Camp,  J.  W. 
Campfield,  Robert  B. 
Carter,  Caleb 
Condit,  John  S. 
Condit,  Silas 
Conger,  Ellison 
Corey,  A.  W. 
Dougherty,  Alexander  A. 
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Force,  Lewis  M.  $2 

Frelinghuysen,  Theodore  2 

Gifford,  A.  2 

Goble,  J.  G.  2 

Gohle,  Luther  2 

Ualsev,  William  2 

Hays,' D.J,  2 

Hedden,  James  2 

Hedden,  James  N.  2 

Hornblowcr,  J.  C  2 

Jacobus.  Peter  2 

Miller,  J.  2 

Park,  Edson  2 

Pennington,  A.  S.  2 

Pennington,  Samuel  2 

Pennington,  William  2 

Pierson,  Stephen  U.  2 

Rankin,  Andrew  2 

Rankin,  Wm.  2 

Rhode,  George  2 

Shipman,  Aaron  2 

Thomas,  Frederic  2 

Tichenor,  David  2 

Tracy,  John  2 

Van  Courlland,  Stephen  2 

Van  Der  Pool,  James  2 

Wade,  Stephen  2 

Ward,  Aaron  2 

Ward,  John  2 

Wheeler,  J,  L.  2 

W^hitehead,  Asa  2 

Wilber,  Rodney  2 

Pn/icefffn. 

Alexander,  Archibald  2 

Clow,  Henry  2 

Hanna,  JL  and  E.  N.  2 

Low  rev,  John  2 

McLean,  John  2 

Miller,  Samuel  2 

Schenck, J.  C.  2 

Voorhees,  R.  2 

Woodhull,  George  S.  2 

DONATIONS. 

Berkshire  Co.  Jtdass. 

Court  of  Sessions,  6 

Boston. 

Armstrong,  Samuel  T.  20 

Banner,  Peter  5 

Barrett,  Samuel  2 

Baxter,  Daniel  5 

Blake, George  10 

Bond,  George  10 

Brown,  William  5 

Bumstead,  John  10 

Carleton,  Jonathan  2 

Chandler,  Abiel  2 

Cobb,  Nathaniel  R.  5 

Denny,  George  5 

Dwight,  Edmund  10 

Faxon,  Nathaniel  3 

Fitch,  Jeremiah  2 

Gorham,  John  20 

Gray,  Francis  C.  50 

Gray,  Frederick  T.  2 

Greenough,  William  5 

Homes,  Henry  25 

Jackson,  Jamea  10 

Inches,  Henderson  5 

Jenkins,  Joseph  5 

Jones,  George  G.  5 

Jones,  John  B.  5 

Kittredge,  Alvah  2 

Lawrence,  Abbot  10 

Lawrence,  Amos  50 

Lowell,  Charles  20 

Lowell,  John  2 

Munson,  Israel  10 

Norcross,  Otis  2 

Potter,  Alonzo  10 

Pray,  Isaac  C.  5 

Prichard,  Gilman  5 

20* 


Prescott,  William 

Randall,  John 

Rice,  Henry 

Rollins,  William 

Sears,  David 

Seaver,  lien  jam  in 

Sullivan,  VVilliam 

Ticknor,  George 

Tuckerman,  Joseph 

Ward,  Asa 

Ward,  Thomas  W 

Weare,  Mark 

Wheelwright,  Lot 

Whitney,  Paul 

Williams,  JohnD. 

Williams,  Moses 

Willis,  Nathaniel 

Mr.  B. 

R.  D.  H. 

E.G. 

Friend, 

A  Friend, 

A  Friend, 

Cash, 

Cash, 

Cash, 

Cash, 

Cash, 

Cash, 

Cash, 

Cash, 

Cash, 

Cash, 

Cash, 

Cash, 

Cambridge, 

Chaplin,  James  P. 

Farwell,  Ijevi 

Hilliard,  William 

Holmes,  Abiel 

Metcalf,  E.  W. 
Norton,  Andrews 
Stearns,  Asahel 
Ware,  Henry 

Reading. 
Reid,  Jared 

Sjrringjield 
Bliss,  George 

Winchendon. 
Whitney,  Phineas 

Wethersjield,  Conn. 
Pillsbury,  Moses  C. 

Albany,  JV.  F. 
Hopkins,  Samuel  M. 

^reu}  York  City. 
Adams,  John 
Anthon,  John 
Averill,  Heman 
Bailey,  John  R. 
Baldwin,  Micah 
Baker,  Cornelius 
Bliss,  James  C. 
Benedict,  Elijah 
Barfe,  Robert  C. 
Briggs,  J. 
Brigham,  J.  C. 
Bull,  I.  J. 

Chester,  William  W. 
Crane,  Elias  W. 
Dickinson,  Austin 
Falconer,  Archibald 

Falkner, 

Fisher,  A. 
Gallagher,  George 
Griswold,  Zechariah 
Hallock,  Gerard 
Halstead,  William 
Haines,  R.  T. 
Humphreys,  Elijah 
James,  Joseph  S. 
Keose,  J.  D. 
Kellogg,  Edward 
Leavitt,  Jonathan 


$20 
20 
10 


-  Mather,  G. 
Matthews,  J.  M. 
McAuley,  Thomas  II. 
Moor,  J. 

Nevins,  Rnfus  L. 
Nitchie,  John 
Peters,  Absalom 
Phelps,  Anson  G, 
Seward,  B.  J. 
Sheldon,  Frederick 
Starr,  Chandler 
Stearns,  A. 

Van  Wagenen,  Hubert 
Varick,  Richard 
Whiitemoro,  L.,  Jr. 
Whtclwright,  John 
Woodbury,  S. 
Wooley,  B.  L. 
Woolscy,  Wm.  W. 
Cash, 
Cash, 
Cash, 
Cash, 
Cash, 
Cash, 
Cash, 
Cash, 
Cash, 
Cash, 
Cash, 
Cash, 

Peterhoro\ 
Smith,  Gerrltt 

Caldwell,  J\'-.  J. 
Crane,  Calvin  S. 

J^Tcwark. 
Crane,  D.  D 
Graham,  Charles  I. 
Nichols,  David 
Tuttle,  William 
Cash, 
Cash, 
Cash, 
Cash, 

Princeton. 
Potter,  John 
Stockton,  Robert  F. 


82 
3 
5 
2 
5 
5 
2 

10 
2 
5 
5 
1 
3 

2U 
1 

10 
1 
3 
5 
3 
5 
3 
3 
1 
2 
1 
2 
1 
2 
2 
50  cents. 

10 


1 
1 

1 
1 
2 

1 

1 

50  cents. 


Amount  of  subscriptions 
and  donations,  ....  $2405  33 

Cash  rec'd  for  Reports,         6  12 

Cash  collected  at  the  an- 
nual meeting, 32  63 

Total, §2444  03 


The  following  sums,  which 
were  received  during  the  year,  in 
consequence  of  an  error  in  the  re- 
turns to  the  Treasurer,  are  car- 
ried to  the  account  of  the  next 
year. 

Jindover,  Jifass. 
Woods,  Leonard 

B0St07l. 

Cordis,  Thomas 
Jackson,  Charles 
Homer,  G.  J. 
Marvin,  T.  R. 
Peirce,  William 
Cash  for  Reports, 

Jlfetfiuen. 
Eastman,  J.  W. 

J\/'ewburyport. 
Dimmick,  L.  F. 

Portland,  Me. 
Lincoln,  Royal 

Albany,  JV*.   Y. 
Bleecker,  Harmanus 

H 


§30 

10 
10 
10 
30 
2 
5 

10 


FOURTH 


AIVNUAI.    REPORT 


BOARD  OF  JMANAGERS 


PRISON  DISCIPLINE  SOCIETY, 


BOSTON,  1829. 


SECOND    EDITION. 


l^oston : 


PUBLISHED  BY  PERKINS  AND  MARVIN, 

No.  114  Washington  Street. 
STEREOTYPED  AT  THE  BOSTON  TYPE  AND  STEREOTYPE  FOUNDRY. 


1830. 


CONTENTS. 


Page  of  Fourth  Seport.  | 

Constitution, 3 

Annual  Meeting, 4 

Introduction  of  the  Report, 5 

Plan  of  the  Report, 6 

House  of  Refuge  in  Maine, 6 

New  County  Prison  in  Bangor, 6 

Paucity  of  convict3  in  New  Hampshire^      .     .  6 

State  Prison  in  Vermont, 8 

New  House  of  Correction  in  Ipswich,    ...  8 

House  of  Correction  in  Boston, 8 

Pious  matrons  in  tiie  same, 8 

Remedy  for  delirium  tremens  at  the  House  of 

Correction  in  Boston, 9 

Progress  of  Reform  in  the  State  Prison  at 

Charlestown, 10 

House  of  Reformation  in  Boston, 11 

Division  of  time  in  the  same, 12 

Classification  for  Moral  Discipline  in  do.    .     .  13 

Imprisonment   for  Debt  as  it  exists  in  Mass.   .  16 

Proportion  of  debts  under  5;2l), 10 

Amount  of  costs  compared  with  amount  of 

debts, 16 

Loss  of  time  compared  with  amount  of  debts,  17 

Amount  paid  compared  with  amount  of  debts,  17 
Effect  of  the  law  making  it  the  duty  of  the 

creditor  to  pay  the  board  of  the  debtor,    .  17 

Imprisonment  for  debt  in  the  city  of  New  York,  17 

Connexion  between  pauperism  and  crime, .     .  18 
Severe  provisions  of  the  Criminal  Law  in  Rhode 

Island, 19 

New  State  Prison  at  Wetliersfield,  Conn.  .     .  J9 
Prison  at  Auburn,  New  York,  more  than  sup- 
porting itself, 23 

Discipline  of  the  prison  at  Auburn  as  illus- 
trated when  the  buildings  were  on  fire,     .  23 
Reformation  of  Convicts  at  Auburn,      ...  23 

Health  of  the  Prison  at  Auburn, 24 

System  of  instruction  in  do 24 

Favorable  opinion  first  formed  of  the  Auburn 

Prison,  still  more  favorable, 24 

Increase  of  convicts  at  Auburn,  to  be  attrib- 
uted to  the  increase  of  territory,      ...  24 
Progress  of  the  buildings  at  Sing  Sing,  .     .     .  24 

Health  of  the  Prison  at  do 24 

System  of  instruction  at  do 25 

Sabbath    school    among    the  females  at  the 

Greenwich  Prison, 26 

Abandonment  of  the  Prison  at  Greenwich,      .  26 

Females  removed  to  the  Old  Penitentiary,       .  26 

New  Establishment  at  Blackwell's  Island,     .  27 
New  Prison  for  females  in  the  State  of  New 

York, 27 

House  of  Refuge  in  New  York  City,       .     .     . 

Improved  discipline  in  do 28 

Bridewell  and  Debtor's  Jail  in  New  York  .     .  29 

State  Prison  at  Lamberton,  N.  J 

Present  state  of  the    New    Penitentiary    in 

Philadelphia,       29 

Severe  provisions  of  the    Criminal  Law  in 

Delaware, 29 

House  of  Refuge  in  Philadelphia,       ....  30 
Meeting  to  establish  a  House  of  Refuge  in 

Baltimore, 30 

Prospectsof  the  Maryland  Penitentiary,     .     .  30 

New  Pententiary  in  Washington,  D.  C.      .     .  31 

Criminal  Law  of  Maine, 31 

Criminal  Law  of  New  Hampshire,    ....  33 

Criminal  Law  of  Vermont, 34 

Criminal  Law  of  Massachusetts, 35 


Page  of  Fourth  Rtpcrrt. 

Criminal  Law  of  Rhode  Island, 38 

Criminal  Law  of  Connecticut, 39 

Criminal  Law  of  New  Jersey, 40 

Criminal  Law  of  Peimsylvania, 42 

Criminal  Law  of  Delaware, 42 

Criminal  Law  of  Maryland, 44 

Criminal  Law  of  Virginia, 46 

Principal  Provisions  of  Mr.  Livingston's  Code 

for  Louisiana, 48 

Inequality  of  the  laws  in  regard  to  capital 

punishments, 5i 

Inequality  of  punishments  for  those  crimes, 
which  in  some  of  the  States  are,  and  in 
others  are  not  punished  with  death,     .     .    52 
Disproportion  between  the  penalty  for  passing 

counterfeit  money  and  adultery,      ...     53 
Importance  of  having  tiie  laws  made  known,  .     54 
Importance  of  having  the  language  of  the  law 
so  plain  that  the  common  people  can  un- 
derstand it, 54 

Indirect  influence  of  the    Prison    Discipline 

Society, 54 

This  Society  may  have  an  indirect  influence 
in  producing  important  changes   in  the 

criminal  law, 54 

This  Society  shows  the  connexion  between 

architecture  and  morals, 54 

This  Society  shows  the  value  of  labor  not  only 
as  a  means  of  support,  but  as  an  auxil- 
iary of  virtue,      60 

This  Society  furnishes   instructive    facts  in 

domestic  economy, 61 

This  Society  shows  the  importance  of  unceas- 
ing vigilance  in  government,      ....    63 
This  Society  shows  the  importance  of  family 

government, 64 

This  Society  promotes  temperance,   ....     64 
This  Society  promotes  the  better  observance 

of  the  Sabbath, 65 

This  Society  shows  the  value  of  solitude,  .     .     66 
This  Society  shows  that  the  Bible  is  the  best 

of  books, 66 

This  Society  shows    the  value  of  Sabbath 

schools, 67 

This  Society,  without  thwarting  the  purposes 
of  justice,  calls  into  action  the  sympathetic 
and  compassionate  feelingsof  man  towards 

his  fellow, 68 

Immediate  result  of  this  Society's  labors,  .     .     69^ 

Treasurer's  Report, 71 

List  of  Officers, 72 

Subscriptions  and  donations, 73 

Appendix. 

Subjects  received  at  the  House  of  Reformation 

in  Boston, 76 

Extracts  from  the  Second  Report  of  the  Direc- 
tors of  the  Connecticut  State  Prison,    .     .    77 

Warden's  Report, 80 

Physician's  Report, 81 

Fourth  Report  of  the  Managers  of  the  House 

of  Refuge  in  New  York, 82 

Extracts  from  authentic  documents  concern- 
ing the  Auburn  Prison, 84 

Extracts  from  authentic  documents  concern- 
ing the  Maryland  Penitentiary,       ...     89 

Extracts  from  authentic  documents  concern- 
ing the  House  of  Refuge  in  Philadelphia,     90 

Tabular  views  of  Prison  statistics,    ....    92 


ANJVUAL  MEETING. 


The  Prison  Discipline  Society  held  their  public  annual  meeting  on  Thurs- 
day, May  28,  at  the  Baptist  Church  in  Federal  Street,  Boston. 

The  Hon.  GEORGE  BLISS, 

President  of  the  Society,  took  the  chair,  supported  by  John  Tappan,  Esq. 
one  of  the  Vice  Presidents.  The  Rev.  Mr.  Greex.  of  Boston,  prayed. 
Extracts  from  the  Report  were  read  by  the  Secretary,  the  Rev.  Louis 
DwiGHT.  Addresses  were  made  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hitchcock,  of  Randolph, 
the  Rev.  Mr.  Malcom,  of  Boston,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Phelps,  of  Haverhill,  the 
Hon.  W.  B.  Banister,  of  Newburyport,  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Curtis,  Chap- 
lain of  the  state  prison  at  Charlestown.  The  following  Resolutions  were 
offered  and  seconded : — 

On  motion  of  Rev.  Calvin  Hitchcock,  seconded  by  Rev.  Justin  Ed- 
wards, D.  D. 

Resolved,  That  the  Report  which  has  now  been  read  be  accepted,  and 
referred  to  the  Managers  to  be  printed. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  Howard  Malcom,  seconded  by  Rev.  Mr.  Phelps, 
Resolved,  That  the  co-operation  of  Ladies  in  this  cause,  as  Ladies'  visiting 
committees  and  matrons  in  prisons,  where  females  are  confined,  is  indispen- 
sable in  the  proper  management  of  such  Institutions,  and  that  the  thanks 
of  this  Society  be  thus  publicly  expressed  to  those  committees  and  matrons 
who  have  already  entered  this  field  of  usefulness,  and  that  others  are  earn- 
estly entreated  "  to  search  out  the  cause  which  they  do  not  understand,'*^  in 
every  prison  where  fe7nales  are  confined. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  Jared  Curtis,  seconded  by  Hon.  Wm.  B.  Banister, 
Resolved,  That  this  Society  be  commended  most  affectionately  and  earn- 
estly to  the  Prayers  of  the  Church  ;  that  Ministers  on  the  Sabbath  may 
not  overlook  it,  and  that  Christians  generally  in  their  families  and  their 
closets  would  remember  it ;  and  in  order  to  secure  a  result  so  important, 
that  Ministers  would  confer  a  great  obhgation  upon  thousands  who  are 
perishing  in  prison,  by  preaching  on  the  subject,  "/zt?a5  sick  and  in  prison, 
and  ye  visited  7ne." 

On  motion  of  John  Tappan,  Esq.  seconder!  by  Rev.  Sylvester  Holmes, 
Resolved,  That  the  funds  of  this  Society  ought  to  be  increased;  so  that  it 
may  be  enabled  to  send  a  larger  number  of  men  to  preach  the  gospel  in 
prisons ;  that  this  may  be  done  by  an  effort  on  the  part  of  females  to  make 
their  Pastors  hfe  members  of  the  Society  ;  by  Ministers  and  others  in  be- 
coming members  and  paying  tv/o  dollars  annually,  or  by  making  a  small 
contrii)ution.  The  Society  is  $900  in  debt,  and  at  the  same  time  is  endeav- 
oring to  extend  systematic  instruction  to  the  prisons  in  the  United  States, 
in  wliich  are  annually  confined  about  200,000  souls,  who  are  to  a  melan- 
choly extent  destitute  of  the  ordinary  means  of  grace. 

The  meeting  for  business  was  held  May  29,  at  the  Vestry  in  Hanover 
Church,  at  3  o'clock,  P.  M.  The  Hon.  George  Bliss,  of  Springfield,  pre- 
' ;  led.  After  opening  the  meeting  with  prayer,  the  Treasurer's  Report,  to- 
jiL'ther  with  the  certificate  of  its  correctness  by  the  Auditors,  was  read  and 
accepted.     The  Officers  were  then  elected,  and  the  Society  adjourned. 


ANNUAL    REPORT. 


Tke  Managers  of  the  Prison  Discipline  Society,  in  presei^ing 
their  Fourth  Annual  Report,  acknowledc-e  the  providential  inter;;  >si- 
tions  of  God,  in  favor  of  the  object.  How  much  we  mean  by  this 
declaration,  is  only  known  by  the  experience  of  four  years  ;  and  time 
would  fail  us  to  illustrate  our  meaning  in  detail.  Suffice  it  to  say, 
that  in  the  disclosures,  designs  and  journeys,  in  prosecuting  the 
object,  there  has  appeared  to  us  to  be  continually  the  leadings  of 
Providence.  In  regard  to  the  journeys,  amounting  together  probably 
to  not  less  than  fifteen  thousand  miles,  there  has  been  no  injury,  acci- 
dent, serious  delay,  or  sickness.  Frequently  therefore  has  the  truth 
been  brought  to  our  minds,  *'  the.  hairs  of  your  krad  are  all  num- 
beredJ'  Another  truth  has,  also,  bee  *  beautifully  illustrated  in  the 
experience  of  this  Society.  ^^  Coijtmit  iliy  way  unto  the  Lord:  trust, 
also,  in  him,  and  he  shall  bring  it  to  pass."  There  has  not  only  been 
tiie  preservation  and  defence,  but  also  the  guidance  and  blessing  of 
God.  The  journeys  have  been  performed  in  the  best  time.  A  few 
days  earlier  or  a  few  days  later,  and  this  not  owing  to  human  forcr 
sight,  would  have  failed  to  accomplish  the  object.  One  of  the  Mana- 
gers, who  is  believed  to  have  attended  every  meeting  of  the  Board  for 
four  years,  justly  remarked,  "  the  stones  are  all  turned  to  our  hands." 
With  such  evidence  of  the  fwor  and  co-operation  of  God,  we  ask  no 
more  ;  but  in  deep  humility,  in  the  language  of  Campagne  of  Phefiicon, 
"  sinking  ourselves  into  the  pitying  love  of  God  in  Jesus  Christ,  v/c 
commend  ourselves  in  faithful  prayer  to  the  children  of  good  will." 

We  cannot  close  these  remarks,  by  way  of  introduction  to  our 
Report,  without  noticing,  as  we  have  always  done  on  similar  occasions, 
the  death  of  our  friends  and  benefactors.  Elias  Maynard  of  Boston, 
John  Hooker  of  Springfield,  Edward  Holyoke  of  Salem,  Massachu- 
setts, and  John  Jay  of  Bedford,  New  York,  who  were  members  of 
this  Society,  have  died  during  the  last  year.  Dr.  Holyoke,  at  the  age 
of  100  years  and  4  months,  and  a  few  weeks  only  before  his  death, 
wrote  his  name  with  his  own  hand,  as  a  member  of  this  Society ;  and 
John  Jay,  a  kindred  spirit  to  Phillips  and  Boudinot,  Huntington  and 
Clarkson,  kindly  received  and  liberally  answered  an  application  by 
letter  in  behalf  of  this  Society,  and  thus  gave  us,  as  he  had  several 
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times  before  given  to  other  societies,  in  answer  to  an  application  from 
the  same  individual,  the  benefits  of  his  example  and  his  name. 

We  mention  these  circumstances,  to  express  our  gratitude  to  our 
friends ;  to  be  encouraged  by  the  remembrance  of  their  kindness ;  to 
record  their  useful  example  ;  to  reflect  on  their  probable  condition 
since  they  have  been  removed  from  among  men ;  and  to  remind  us  of 
the  importance  of  preparing  to  follow  them  into  eternity. 

Having  thus  noticed  the  removal  by  death  of  those  who  were  asso- 
ciated with  us,  and,  also,  the  merciful  interpositions  of  God  in  our 
behalf, 

We  propose  to  look  at  the  interests  of  several  of  the  States  in  re- 
gard to  Prison  Discipline ;  to  present  an  abstract  of  the  Criminal 
Laws  of  some  of  the  United  States,  with  general  remarks  on  the  same : 
and  to  make  a  statement  concerning  the  indirect  influence  and  immedi- 
ate results  of  this  Society'' s  labors. 

We  propose  first  to  look  at  the  interests  of  several  of  the  States  in 
regard  to 

PRISON     DISCIPLINE. 

House  of  Refuge  for  Juvenile  Ddinqucnts  in  Maine. — In  Maine, 
the  question  is  one  deserving  of  serious  consideration,  whether  a 
house  of  refuge  for  juvenile  delinquents  ought  not  to  be  estab- 
lished? The  superintendent  of  the  house  of  refuge  for  juvenile 
delinquents  at  South  Boston,  recently  visited  the  State,  and  after  the 
experience  which  he  has  had  in  the  reformation  of  this  class  of  per- 
sons, he  was  particularly  impressed  with  the  benefits,  which  would 
result  from  such  an  establishment.  It  had  before  become  a  question 
with  this  Society,  whether  the  attention  of  the  friends  of  humanity 
and  improvement  in  Maine,  ought  not  now  to  be  solicited  to  this  sub- 
ject, for  we  v,^ere  confident,  amidst  the  eiforts  which  are  making  for 
general  improvement  in  Maine,  this  object,  among  others,  would 
receive  attention  if  it  merits  it.  After  the  statement  of  Mr.  Wells, 
therefore,  who  has  had  so  much  experience  in  this  department  of 
benevolence,  we  hope  our  friends  in  Maine  will  be  looking  at  this 
subject,  and  as  they  have  opportunity,  when  they  are  in  Boston,  New 
York,  and  Philadelphia,  that  they  vv^ill  vibit  the  houses  of  refuge,  and 
see  what  can  be  done,  in  a  short  time,  for  those  who  would  otherwise 
become  the  most  unhappy  and  injured  inmates  of  prisons. 

New  County  Prison  in  Bangor. — This  Society  has  received  an 
application  for,  and  has  supplied  a  plan  for  a  new  county  prison  at 
Bangor,  which  may  probably  be  adopted,  in  which  are  embodied  with 
economy,  facilities  for  inspection,  instruction,  safe  keeping,  separation 
at  night,  and  labor  by  day.  We  have  not  learned  whether  the  plan 
thus  turnished  has  been  adopted. 

Paucity  of  Convicts  in  New  Hampshire. — In  New  Hampshire  the 
most  striking  and  important  fact  in  the  department  of  criminal  juris- 
prudence and  prison  discipline,  is  the  paucity  of  convicts.  The  num- 
ber of  convicts  in  New  Hampshire,  containing  nearly  three  hundred 
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tliousand  inliabitants,  has  been  reduced,  during  the  last  year,  to  the 
number  of  tbrty-eiglit — a  smaller  number,  it  is  believed,  according  to 
the  population,  tlian  will  be  ibund  in  any  other  State  in  the  Union, 
where  there  is  a  state  prison.  The  causes  which  have  led  to  this 
singular  result  are  several.  For  several  years  past,  during  the  first 
eight  of  the  last  ten  years,  the  administration  of  the  Prison  in  New 
Hampshire  was  conducted  in  a  wise,  prudent,  economical  and  virtuous 
manner ;  perhaps  in  nearly  as  g.-cat  a  degree  of  perfection  as  may  be 
expected  in  this  imperfect  world.  This  has  had  some  influence  in 
diminishing  the  number  of  convicts,  or  rather  in  preventing  its  in- 
crease, because  the  re-commitments  have  been  very  few  in  New 
Hampshire,  about  1  to  20,  while  in  some  other  States  they  have  been 
1  to  3.  There  is  still  another  cause  ;  the  laws  of  New  Hampshire,  or 
the  judges  who  administer  them,  are  not  fond  of  long  sentences. 
Sentences  of  two,  three  and  five  years,  and  seldom  seven  will  be 
found  on  the  records  in  New  Hampshire,  for  the  same  crimes  as  in 
some  other  States  are  punished  with  ten,  fifteen,  and  twenty  years. 
And  though  there  is  this  striking  difference  in  the  length  of  the  sen- 
tences, there  is  no  evidence  that  the  criminal  law  of  New  Hampshire, 
or  the  prison  discipline,  is  less  effectual  in  preventing  crime  or  pro- 
tecting society,  than  in  the  other  States.  On  the  contrary,  if  there  is 
any  State,  where  there  is  a  penitentiary,  whose  condition  is  enviable, 
it  appears  to  be  that  of  NeAv  Hampshire, 

There  is  still  another  cause  :  Perkins'  stereotype  steel  plate  is  ex- 
tensively used,  if  not  universally,  by  the  banks  in  New  Hampshire  : 
the  consequence  is,  that  here,  as  in  Maine,  there  are  very  few  convicts 
for  counterfeit  money. 

Again,  another  cause  :  in  the  principal  town  in  New  Hampshire, 
that  is,  Portsmouth,  the  alms  house  is  so  conducted  as  to  be  a  useful 
institution  ;  while  in  many  of  the  principal  and  secondary  towns  in 
other  States,  the  ahns  houses  are  perfect  nurseries  of  crime,  and  there 
is  a  very  extensive  alternation  fi-om  prison  to  alms  house,  and  from  alms 
house  to  prison.  The  reason  of  this  is,  that  the  alms  houses  in  many 
places  are  not  places  of  labor,  nor  restraint,  nor  separation,  nor  in- 
.'^truction. 

Tiie  above,  among  other  causes,  we  have  deemed  worthy  of  par- 
ticular notice  as  the  paucity  of  convicts  in  New  Hampshire.  We 
hope  that  a  more  imperfect  prison  discipline,  a  more  rigid  criminal 
code  or  judiciary,  a  less  secure  circulating  medium,  or  worse  alms 
house  in  Portsmouth,  will  not  soon  contribute  to  swell  the  list  of 
convicts  in  the  state  prison. 

In  reference  to  the  present  state  of  the  prison,  it  deserves  particular 
notice,  tliat  the  Executive  has  doubled  the  compensation  allowed  for 
religious  instruction ;  authorized  the  appointment,  which  has  been 
made,  of  a  resident  chaplain,  under  whose  instruction  a  Sabbath 
school  has  been  organized,  which  is  spoken  of  by  those  who  have 
visited  it,  as  well  conducted,  and,  together  with  the  public  services  of 
the  Sabbath,  as  exercising  a  salutary  influence  over  the  minds  of  the 
convicts. 

We  exceedingly  regret  to  learn,  that  while  the  Executive  is  endeavor- 
ing to  improve  the  condition  of  the  prison  by  a  more  liberal  provision 
21 


242  PRISON    DISCIPLINE    SOCIETY.  8 

for  religions  instruction,  the  keeper  has  allowed  several  convicts  to  be 
lodged  at  night  in  the  same  room,  while  other  rooms  in  the  prison 
were  empty. 

State  Prison  in  Vermont. — In  Vermont,  the  number  of  convicts  is 
about  twice  as  great  as  in  New  Hampshire,  while  the  population  is 
nearly  the  same.  The  attention  of  the  State  has  been  so  far  turned 
to  the  subject,  as  to  cause  a  resolution  to  be  passed,  at  the  last  session 
of  the  Legislature,  authorizing  the  superintendent  of  the  state  prison 
to  procure  a  plan  and  estimate  of  the  expense  of  erecting  a  sufficient 
number  of  dormitories  in  the  state  prison  at  Windsor,  to  admit  of  an 
entire  separation  of  the  convicts,  and  a  more  salutary  discipline.  This 
important  measure,  therefore,  we  hope  will  be  accomplished. 

After  the  prison  is  thus  altered  and  improved,  it  will  deserve  particu- 
lar consideration  whether  there  are  not  other  causes  of  the  disparity 
between  the  number  of  convicts  in  Vermont  and  New  Hampshire, 
which  admit  of  an  easy  remedy  :  especially  unnecessarily  long  senten- 
ces, and  facilities  for  procuring  counterfeit  money. 

iSfew  House  of  Correction  in  Ipswich. — In  Massachusetts,  the  work 
of  reform  is  in  progress.  In  Ipswich,  a  new  house  of  correction  has 
been  built,  and  the  lunatics,  whose  wretched  condition  was  described 
in  our  Second  Report,  some  of  whom  had  been  in  dark  holes  in  the 
cellar  a  long  course  of  years,  and  one  in  an  upper  apartment,  without 
having  his  door  opened  for  many  months,  and  others  still  in  a  con- 
dition of  extreme  wretchedness,  have  been  removed  to  it,  and  their 
condition  is  very  much  improved. 

House  of  Correction  in  Boston. — In  Boston,  at  the  house  of  cor- 
rection connected  with  the  jail  in  Leverett  street,  there  has  been  com- 
mendable improvement,  both  in  the  male  and  female  department,  in 
regard  to  the  system  with  which  the  inmates  are  made  to  labor.  A 
large  number  of  the  men  are  employed  in  something  like  an  active 
and  efficient  industry,  under  a  wholesome  and  salutary  discipline,  in 
breaking  stone  to  Mackadamize  the  principal  streets  in  the  city. 
About  two  thousand  tons  have  thus  been  broken,  during  the  last 
winter,  and  it  is  in  contemplation  with  this  to  Mackadamize  the 
avenue  leading  to  the  Warren  free  bridge  ;  that  leading  to  the  Charles- 
town  bridge.  Beacon  and  Park  streets,  having  been  previously  done 
with  stone  prepared  at  the  same  place.  If  this  beautiful  city  can  have 
its  principal  streets  and  avenues  thus  improved  by  the  labor  of  the  men 
in  the  house  of  correction,  every  good  citizen  will  rejoice.  If  it 
should  be  asked  why  we  have  taken  no  notice  of  this  useful  employ- 
ment before,  our  answer  is,  because  there  has  never  before  appeared 
any  thing  like  the  industry,  efficiency  and  discipline  among  the  men 
in  the  house  of  correction,  that  there  is  at  the  present  time.  We  are 
happy,  therefore,  in  bearing  this  public  testimony  to  the  energy  and 
success  with  which  the  men  in  the  house  of  correction  labor  for  the 
benefit  of  the  city. 

Pious  Matrons  in  the  House  of  Correction  in  Boston. — In  the  fe- 
male department,  also,  under  the  care  of  two  pious  matrons,  there  has 
been  very  pleasing  improvement  within  two  or  three  years.  Their 
self-denial  in  going  within  the  walls  of  a  prison,  to  spend  their  days  in 
restraining  and   employing   these   unhappy   women,   is   worthy  of  all 
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p-aise.  The  improvement,  which  has  taken  place  in  consequence  of 
'c,  which  is  apparent  to  the  most  superficial  observation,  is  a  part  only 
of  their  reward.  Their  own  consciences,  the  approbation  of  all  who 
are  acquainted  with  the  circumstances,  and  above  all  (if  they  have 
done  it  from  good  motives)  the  hope  of  His  approbation,  who  will  say, 
*'  inasmuch  as  ye  have  done  it  to  one  of  the  least  of  these,  you  have 
done  it  unto  me," — will  encourage  their  faithful  continuance  in  well 
doing,  and  lead  other  females  of  similar  character  in  other  cities  to 
imitate  their  praiseworthy  example. 

The  earnings  of  the  inmates,  principally  from  sewing,  is  a  con- 
siderable part  of  their  support,  and  the  change  in  regard  to  their  per- 
sons and  dress,  is  peculiarly  gratifying  to  those  persons  who  remember 
what  this  place  was  before  these  pious  females  went  there  ;  and  the  sin 
which  is  prevented  in  the  form  of  obscenity,  profaneness,  lying,  and 
fighting  daily,  is  alone  a  sufficient  recompense.  They  labor,  however, 
under  one  disadvantage,  in  regard  to  the  greatest  good  which  might 
be  attained ;  they  have  not  a  suitable  place,  in  which  to  labor  during 
the  day,  or  in  which  to  confine  the  women  separately  at  night.  If  the 
city  would  provide  separate  sleeping  rooms  and  a  good  workshop,  and 
thus  give  these  pious  matrons  a  fair  opportunity  to  continue  the  ex- 
periment, which  they  have  so  far  successfully  made  under  the  disad- 
vantages of  crowded  night  rooms  and  an  inconv  :  nt  place  of  labor, 
Boston  might  afford  an  example  worthy  of  u:...^.\al  imitation,  of  a 
successful  mode  of  restraining  and  employing  female  convicts.  As  it  is, 
however,  there  is  great  improvement  in  the  female  as  well  as  the  male 
department  of  the  house  of  correction  in  Boston,  in  regard  to  the  manner 
in  which  the  inmates  are  made  to  labor. 

Mode  of  preventing  delirium  tremens  in  the  House  of  Correction  in 
Boston. — There  is  another  particular  in  which  this  establishment  is 
worthy  of  notice.  Like  other  and  similar  institutions,  it  is  a  place 
to  which  intemperance  consigns  its  thousand  victims.  But  in  other 
institutions,  it  has  been  customary  to  a  great  extent,  in  former  years, 
to  break  them  off  from  their  bad  habits  by  degrees,  and  not  suddenly, 
lest  it  should  produce  delirium  tremens  and  death.  Not  so  in  the 
house  of  correction  in  Boston ;  they  are  broken  off  at  once,  in  all 
cases,  and  the  danger  which  has  been  apprehended  is  guarded  against 
with  a  strong  decoction  of  wormwood.  This  is  prepared  in  the 
form  of  tea,  and  given  freely.  With  perhaps  one  exception,  there 
have  been  no  fatal  consequences  from  delirium  tremens,  since 
this  practice  was  introduced  in  the  house  of  correction  in  Boston. 
This  is  true,  notwithstanding  the  fact  that  many  of  the  worst  cases  of 
drunkenness  in  the  city  are  subject  to  this  treatment,  and  the  disease 
often  assumes  a  very  threatening  aspect.  But  the  strong,  warm, 
wormwood  tea,  in  sufficient  quantities,  with  scarcely  an  exception, 
affords  relief.  If  there  was  any  way  of  securing  these  drunkards, 
after  their  restoration,  from  a  relapse  into  their  former  habits  when 
they  are  discharged,  another  step  would  be  taken  in"  the  progress  of 
reform  ;  but  while  there  remain  so  many  licensed  grog-shops,  we  must 
expect  to  find  the  records  in  our  prisons  filled  in  part  with  cases  of 
imprisonment  for  drunkenness,  six,  eight  and  ten  times  repeated.  And 
to  know  that  our  criminal  establishments  are  supported  in  great  part 
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to  provide  for  a  few  hundred  persons  of  this  class,  who  come  to  the 
prisons  to  be  cured  and  go  away  to  the  stores  and  grog-shops  to  con- 
tract the  disease,  which  will  require  another  application  of  the  same 
remedy.  The  question  here  arises,  in  view  of  this  class  of  cases  of 
imprisonment,  and  it  is  a  very  large  class,  whether,  after  having  been 
cured  and  discharged  and  re-committed,  and  again  cured  and  dis- 
charged and  re-committed,  and  a  third  time  cured  and  discharged  and 
re-committed,  this  is  not  enough  1  Whether  after  this,  if  a  place  is 
provided  where  the  subject  can  support  himself,  he  ought  not  to  re- 
main ?  However  this  may  be,  in  regard  to  curing  drunkards,  for  the 
time  being,  a  very  valuable  and  successful  practice  is  pursued  at  the 
liouse  of  correction  in  Boston.  And  in  this  respect,  as  well  as  in 
regard  to  the  more  successful  application  of  labor,  we  think  the  insti- 
tution ought  to  be  commended,  and  that  there  is  manifest  progress  in 
improvement. 

Progress  of  Reform  in  the  State  Prison  at  Ckarlcstown,  Mass. — In 
the  state  prison  at  Charlestown,  also,  the  reform  is  in  progress.  The 
new  building  for  the  separate  confinement  at  night  of  three  hundred 
convicts,  will  probably  be  finished  in  the  month  of  August ;  very  good 
progress  having  been  made  in  the  work  during  the  months  of  March 
and  April.  The  discipline  of  the  institution  is  in  some  respects  im-^ 
proved.  The  men  are  more  generally  confined  to  their  respective 
shops  during  the  day  ;  and  not  in  such  numbers  as  formerly,  in  groups, 
loitering  about  the  yard,  without  restraint.  There  seems  to  be  an 
improvement,  also,  in  regard  to  the  under  officers.  They  are  in  their 
places  attending  to  their  respective  duties  a  little  more  than  formerly. 
There  is,  also,  more  order  among  the  prisoners  in  going  to  their  meals^ 
shops  and  night  rooms.  They  now  march  with  some  Ciegree  of  regu- 
larity. There  appears  also  to  be  a  less  unrestrained  intercourse  among 
the  convicts  during  the  day,  while  at  their  work.  The  night,  of  course, 
remains  as  it  was  ;  and  so  it  must  remain,  till  the  new  building  is 
done.  The  Sabbath  is  better  observed.  A  Sabbath  school,  consisting 
of  about  50  convicts,  has  been  organized  under  the  superintendence 
of  the  chaplain.  The  public  worship  of  the  Sabbath  receives  better 
attention,  during  the  hours  appropriated  to  this  purpose  ;  and  during 
the  week,  the  convicts  assenible  in  the  chapel,  every  morning  and 
evening,  with  such  number  of  the  officers  as  can  conveniently  attend, 
and  the  chaplain  reads  the  scriptures  and  offers  prayer.  So  that  in 
several  respects  there  is  an  improvement  at  Charlestown.  How  long 
it  will  be  before  the  institution  shall  become  a  source  of  gratification 
to  the  citizens,  as  a  place  of  order,  restraint,  discipline,  efficient  labor, 
sahUary  instruction,  profit,  and  reformation,  like  the  prisons  at  Auburn 
and  Vfetljersfield,  time  must  determine.  There  is  one  other  circum- 
stance, however,  not  yet  mentioned,  of  a  very  important  character, 
which  may  be  owing  in  part  to  the  following  causes  ;  dread  of  the  new 
building  for'  solitary  confinement  at  night ;  dread  of  the  new  and  more 
rigid  discipline  which  it  is  proposed  to  introduce  ;  losing  the  indul- 
gences which  were  formerly  allowed  as  a  reward  for  over-stint ;  and 
breaking  up  the  facilities  for  playing  cards,  devising  mischief,  making 
counterfeit  money,  false  keys,  and  last,  though  perhaps  not  least,  dread 
of  moral  and  religious  influence  and  instruction.     These  causes,  which 
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are  certainly  powerful  on  the  minds  of  bad  men,  have  probably  not 
been  without  their  influence  in  diminishing  the  number  of  convicts  in 
the  state  prison.  While  our  population  has  been  increasing,  the 
number  of  convicts  has  greatly  diminished.  It  is  now  more  than  one 
hundred  less  than  it  was  ten  or  twelve  years  ago.  There  are  un- 
doubtedly other  causes  for  this  diminution,  and  perhaps  those  already 
mentioned  have  had  nothing  to  do  with  it.  The  fact,  however,  wnat- 
ever  may  have  been  the  cause,  remains,  and  affords  us  unfeigned  joy, 
and  leads  us  to  express  our  best  wishes  for  the  continuance  and  rapid 
increase  of  the  diminution  of  convicts.  To  this  great  point  we  would 
have  all  our  efforts  directed,  as  the  great  ultimate  end  of  our  labors. 
And  to  this  point  we  think  they  are  directed,  as  illustrated  in  the  re- 
form proposed  at  Charlestown.  If,  as  formerly  at  Charlestown,  con- 
victs can  be  allowed  unrestrained  intercourse  in  large  apartments  at 
night ;  and  can  be  allowed  for  their  labor  by  day  from  30  to  50  dollars 
a  quarter,  besides  food,  clothing,  keeping,  medical  and  other  attend- 
ance ;  and  if  they  can  expend  this  money  for  various  indulgences,  such 
as  cards,  periodical  publications,  infidel  books,  and  imp)lements  of  mis- 
chief, where  else  in  the  world  can  they  do  as  well  for  themselves,  they 
being  judges,  as  in  the  state  prison ;  and  why  should  they  not  commit 
those  crimes  for  which  they  will  be  sent  there.  If,  on  the  contrary, 
tliey  are  to  be  separated  at  night,  and  kept  in  silence  and  solitude, 
under  a  never  ceasing  supervision  and  inspection  ;  if  they  are  to  be 
kept  at  hard  labor  during  the  day,  according  to  their  sentence,  and 
the  proceeds  of  this  labor  is  for  the  benefit  of  the  community,  which 
they  have  injured  ;  if  the  infidel  books,  the  means  of  amusement  and 
gamblincr,  the  implements  of  mischief,  and  the  materials  for  brewing 
and  distilling  intoxicating  liquors  ;  the  various  indulgences,  the  cards, 
the  dice,  the  instruments  of  music,  and  the  means  of  bribery  for  the 
purpose  of  procuring  pardons  or  other  purposes,  if  these  are  to  be 
taken  away,  and  the  solitude,  the  discipline,  the  labor,  the  supervision, 
and  above  all,  the  instruction  and  prayers  substituted,  the  place  be- 
comes intolerable  till  they  become  better  men.  May  all  prisons,  where 
there  is  room  for  it,  undergo  this  change. 

House  of  Reformation  for  Juvenile  Delinquents  in  Boston. — In 
contrast  to  the  prison  at  Charlestown,  is  the  house  of  reformation 
for  juvenile  delinquents  at  South  Boston.  This  institution  is  even, 
improved  in  its  character  since  the  very  favorable  report  of.  the  last 
year.  The  average  number  of  inmates  is  not  far  from  one  hif^red  ; 
about  10  per  cent,  of  whom  are  females.  The  whole  nuipbef  received 
from  August  1826,  to  Jan.  1829,  was  192.  They  were  committed 
for  the  following  causes  ;  for  stealing,  forty-seven  ;  for  being  vaga- 
bonds, twenty-nine  ;  for  being  stubborn  and  disobedient,  forty-nine  ; 
for  leading  an  idle  life,  and  being  neglected  by  parents,  on  account  of 
drunkenness  and  other  causes,  eleven ;  for  wanton  and  lascivious  con- 
duct, four.  We  mention  these  causes  of  commitment,  rather  as  a 
warning  for  other  youth  and  children,  than  because  we  are  disposed 
1,0  remember  them  against  those  who  have  been  arrested.  And  we  do 
it  more  particularly  for  the  purpose  of  showing  the  extent  of  evil 
arising  from  the  neglect  of  family  government,  and  the  indulgence  of 
a  stubborn  and  disobedient  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  child.  Of; 
21  * 
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the  one  hundred  and  forty  cases  above  mentioned,  sixty,  or  more  than 
one  third  of  the  whole  number,  were  arrested  either  on  account  of 
their  own  stubbornness  and  disobedience,  or  the  neglect  of  their  pa- 
rents. In  addition  to  this,  it  is  very  probable,  that  a  number  of  those 
arrested  for  being  vagabonds,  and  for  stealing,  liad  the  foundation  of 
these  vices  laid  in  similar  disobedience  to  parents,  or  in  similar  neg-^ 
lect.  That  these  are  the  simple  causes,  without  which  these  youth 
would  never  have  been  arrested,  is  apparent  not  only  from  the  records 
of  the  institution,  but  from  the  change  which  these  children  undergo 
as  soon  as  they  are  subject  to  parental  restraint,  discipline  and  instruc- 
tion. In  a  few  weeks  their  habits  of  stubbornness  and  disobedience 
are  subdued,  and  other  and  kindred  vices,  such  as  swearing,  lying  and 
angry  feelings,  are  changed  for  comparatively  pure  conversation,  truth 
and  affection  ;  and  they  are  then  apprenticed  to  good  and  industrious 
farmers  and  mechanics,  where,  in  a  vast  majority  of  cases,  they  behave 
well.  The  directors  say,  in  their  report  to  the  city  government, 
January  15,  1829, — "  The  discipline  and  moral  government  established 
has  had  a  most  salutary  effect  on  the  members,  and  its  lasting  influ- 
ence is  apparent  in  the  character  of  those  indented,  who,  with  but  very 
few  exceptions,  are  doing  well,  and  give  satisfaction  to  their  masters." 
Again,  the  directors  congratulate  the  friends  of  the  institution  that  its 
success  has  been  far  more  favorable  than  was  anticipated  ;  as  in  many 
instances  the  boys  have  left  the  institution  creditably  in  less  than  a 
year.  And  further,  to  guard  against  the  evils  arising  from  this  neglect 
of  the  early  government  and  control  of  children,  and  their  consequent 
stubbornness  and  disobedience,  the  directors  say,  they  believe  the 
good  effects  of  this  valuable  institution  would  be  much  extended,  if 
provision  was  made  in  the  law,  that  the  parents,  or  guardians,  or 
friends  of  children,  who  are  unable  to  exercise  any  moral  govern- 
ment, might  place  them  in  this  institution. 

In  what  manner  these  changes  are  produced  with  so  much  certainty, 
and  with  so  little  delay,  may  be  known  in  part  from  the  division  of 
time,  and  the  system  of  classification  for  moral  discipline. 

DIVISION    OF    TIME. 

From  €  o'clock,  A.  M.  ^  of  an  hour  for  recreation. 

^rom  f  past  6,  f  of  an  hour  for  religious  exercises. 
X  i  past  7,  ^  an  hour  for  breakfast. 

From  ^      'dock,  2  hours  for  instruction  in  school. 
From  8  o  .        -..^^  2f  hours  for  labor. 
From  10  o  clo^  ^  ,^f  ^^  j^^^j.  ^^^  recreation. 
From  f  past  Y^i^  ,    ^r  for  dinner. 
^^""'l^'lckVAouisfo^labor. 

^J"""^  ^  L  r4  /of  an  hour  for  recreation, 
from  f  pasv  ^,  z  ^^  ^^^^  fo,  supper. 

from  I  Pff^,    2  i^ours  for  instruction  in  schoo^. 

^^  ft  /S  ^  an  hour  for  religious  exerci.  ,es. 

F^om  I  ^ats  o'clock,  V^H  i^ours  for  re  , cement. 

|^r^S^-uchea.lie.in.,,,er.  -.  . 
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Here  the  period  for  recreation,  tlie  period  for  religious  exercises,  thv? 
period  for  eating,  the  period  for  instruction  in  school,  the  period  for 
labor,  and  the  period  for  retirement  and  sleep,  are  distinctly  marked 
and  wisely  proportioned. 

The  system  of  classification  for  moral  discipline  appears  to  indicate 
that  discrimination  in  regard  to  character,  and  that  careful  adjustment 
of  rewards  and  punishments  according  to  merit,  which  may  be  useful 
elsewhere. 

CLASSIFICATION    FOH   MORAL   DISCIPLINE. 

The  whole  number  of  inmates  is  divided  into  three  Bon  Grades  and 
three  Mai  Grades,  or  three  good  classes  and  three  bad  classes. 

The  First  Bon  Grade  consists  of  those  who  make  positive,  regular, 
and  continued  effort  to  do  right.  Their  faults  can  be  those  only  of 
mistake,  or  very  rarely  those  of  ceirelessness.  As  a  reward  for  be- 
longing to  this  grade,  they  are  admitted  to  certain  privileges. 

1.  The  same  as  ail  inferior  grades. 

2.  To  walk  abroad  without  a  monitor ;  to  sail  and  swim. 

3.  To  go  to  their  room  without  permission,  and  also  into  the  dining 
room  and  kitchen  when  very  necessary, 

4.  To  leave  their  scats  in  the  assembling  room  without  permission. 

5.  Other  thincrs  being  equal,  this  grade  have  a  choice  before  all  others. 

6.  The  use  of  the  recreation  room. 

7.  To  be  trusted,  when  necessary,  with  the  most  important  keys. 

8.  To  have  their  word  taken  on  all  occasions. 

9.  To  have  their  birtii-day  celebrated. 
10.  To  wear  the  undress  uniform,  if  any. 

Second  Bon  Grade. — Those  who  make  positive  and  regular  effort 
to  do  right.  Their  faults  are  those  only  of  carelessness ;  faults  not 
evil  in  themselves,  or  if  so,  not  intentional,  or  a  balance  of  bad  marks. 
The  privileges  of  this  grade  are, 

1.  The  same  as  all  inferior  grades. 

2.  To  go  to  the  city  for  25  good  marks  without  a  monitor,  i^  it  is 
the  third  time. 

3.  To  walk  abroad  without  a  monitor,  or  about  the  yard  in  the 
same  manner. 

4.  To  be  trusted  with  keys  of  secondary  importance. 

5.  To  be  capable  of  holding  the  offices  of  appointment. 

6.  To  take  books  from  the  reading  room. 

7.  To  use  the  papers  in  the  assembling  room  without  permission. 

8.  Other  things  being  equal,  this  grade  have  a  choice  before  all 
inferior  grades. 

Third  Bon  Grade. — Those  who  make  positive  efforts  to  do  right 
Their  faults  are  those  only  of  carelessness,  or  of  momentary  erring ; 
faults  evil  in  themselves  perhaps,  but  immediately  repented  of,  on  reflec- 
tion, or  a  balance  of  three  bad  marks.     The  privileges  of  this  grade  are, 

1.  The  same  as  are  enjoyed  by  inferiors. 

2.  To  go  to  the  city  for  25  good  marks  under  a  monitor. 

3.  To  walk  about  the  grounds  under  a  monitor. 

4.  To  go  to  the  gymnasium  and  reading  room. 

5.  To  use  the  books  and  papers  in  the  assembling  room,  by  permission* 

6.  To  hold  offices  by  election. 

B 
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The  First  Mai  Grade  consists  of  those  who  are  positively  inclined 
to  do  wrong.  Their  fauUs  are  only  legal  faults,  (that  is,  things  not 
wrong  in  themselves,  or  moral  faults  rarely  committed,)  or  a  balance 
of  5  bad  marks.     The  punishments  of  the  first  mal  grade  are, 

1.  To  be  deprived  of  play  altogether,  and  of  conversation,  except 
with  those  of  this  grade,  or,  when  necessary,  with  those  with  whom 
they  are  at  work. 

2.  Not  to  go  to  the  superintendent's  room. 

3.  Not  to  vote  at  the  elections. 

4.  For  faults  committed  while  in  this  grade,  marks  or  degradation. 

5.  Not  to  attend,  even  if  members,  the  declaiming  society. 

Second  Mal  Grade. — Those  who  are*  positively  and  regularly  in- 
clined to  do  wrong.  Tl^eir  faults  are  moral  faults,  often  committed, 
or  a  balance  of  10  bad  marks.     The  punishments  are, 

1.  The  same  as  the  first  mal  grade. 

2.  Not  to  converse  with  any  boys  except  when  necessary  about 
their  work. 

3.  Not  to  speak  to  the  superintendent  except  when  permitted. 

4.  To  be  deprived  of  their  regular  seats,  and  kept  separate  from 
others  under  the  sheriff  or  constable,  and  never  to  be  dismissed 
except  when  in  their  rooms. 

5.  To  be  deprived  of  any  extra  food. 

G.  For  faults  committed  while  in  this  grade,  to  be  degraded, 
unless  for  trifling  faults,  which  may  be  settled  by  bad  marks. 

Third  Mal  Grade,  or,  as  it  is  denominated  in  the  house,  the  Second 
!Mal  Division.  Those  who  are  positively,  regularly  and  continually 
inclined  to  do  wrong.  Their  faults  are  moral  faults  often  committed, 
or  a  single  instance  of  doing  wrong  without  any  other  motive  than  the 
love  of  the  wrong.     The  punishments  are, 

1 .  The  same  as  all  others. 

2.  Food,  bread  and  water. 

3.  For  faults  committed  while  in  this  grade,  to  be  whipped,  or,  if 
brought  to  this  grade  for  any  extra  fault,  such  as  lying,  dishonesty, 
profane  swearing,  he  may  be  whipped  when  degraded.  Of  late  the 
whipping  has  been  entirely  dispensed  with. 

In  accordance  with  this  system  of  classification  for  moral  disci- 
pline, the  house  is  managed  :  and  it  does  not  depend  on  caprice  or 
partiality,  to  which  class  any  inmate  shall  belong  ;  but  on  the  rec- 
ords. The  superintendent  and  his  assistant  carry  note  books  ;  and 
for  good  conduct  in  school,  for  faithful  labor  in  the  shops,  and  for 
good  behavior  during  other  periods  of  time,  a  mark  of  approbation 
is  given  :  and  for  different  conduct  different  marks.  To  these  marks 
is  attached  a  certain  value,  so  many  marks  being  redeemed  by  one 
favor  and  so  many  by  another,  and  good  marks  being  cancelled  by 
bad  marks  when  there  are  any,  or  by  degradation,  deprivation,  and, 
in  extreme  cases,  stripes.  This  simple  design  is  most  effectual  in 
procuring  circumspection  and  reflection  in  the  minds  of  youth.  For 
if  a  child  perceives  that  records  are  regularly  kept  of  his  conduct, 
which  are  to  be  examined  at  the  close  of  every  day,  or  week,  and 
according  to  them  rewards   or   punishments   are  to  be   awarded,   it 
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We  close  our  notice  of  this  most  important  institution  in  its  present 
improved  character  with  another  extract  iiom  the  last  report  of  the  di- 
rectors, in  the  sentiment  of  which  we  most  fully  concur.  "  On  a  general 
view  of  this  subject  it  has  often  been  suggested  by  the  friends  of 
humanity,  that  the  salutary  influence  of  this  institution  might  be  ex- 
tended throughout  the  State."  What  the  directors  here  suggest  as  im- 
portant to  be  provided  for  by  law  in  Massachusetts,  has  already  been 
done  in  New  York,  i.  e.  to  provide  for  the  extension  of  the  privileges 
of  the  house  of  reformation  for  juvenile  delinquents  not  only  to  the 
city  in  which  it  is  located,  but  to  every  county  in  the  State.  Boston  ha-: 
the  honor  of  giving  it  birth  and  of  providing  entirely  for  its  suppo-.. 
It  is  an  example  of  the  sam.e  magnanimity  in  providing  for  juveutle 
delinquents,  which  the  city  long  since,  and  for  many  succeeding 
years  up  to  the  present  time,  has  exhibited  in  providing  co/nmoa 
schools  for  all  classes.  In  New  York,  it  is  done  in  part  by  the  State  ; 
in  Pennsylvania,  it  is  also  done  in  part  by  the  State  15 and  in  both  ihe 
sister  States,  all  the  counties  may  avail  themselves  of  the  privileges 
of  these  inestimable  houses  of  refuge.  Why  not  in  Massac bujsetts  ? 
When  did  the  State  of  Massachusetts,  more  than  the  city  of  Boston, 
ever  fall  behind  its  neighbors  in  noble  acts  ?  Not  in  the  contest  for 
liberty ;  not  in  extending  the  benefits  of  education  to  all  classes  ;  not 
in  humane  and  charitable  acts.  Nor  do  we  suppose  that  any  thing 
less  honorable  will  be  done  by  the  State,  in  reference  lo  the  house  of 
reformation  for  juvenile  delinquents.  Let  the  members  of  the  Le- 
gislature have  the  same  opportunity  to  become  acquainted  with  its 
merits,  as  they  have  had  in  becoining  acquainted  with  the  merits  of  the 
Deaf  and  Dumb  Asylum  at  Hartford,  and  they  will  as  cordially  avail 
themselves  of  the  advantages  which  it  proffers. 

Greatly  as  we  love  to  linger  about  this  and  similar  institutions^ 
we  must  leave  it,  and  proceed  to  the  consideration  of  another  sub* 
ject,  i.  e. 

IMPRISONMENT  FOR  DEBT. 

It  is  less  local  in  its  nature,  than  the  place  which  we  assign  to  it  in 
this  Report.  The  reason  is,  that  our  acquaintance  with  the  subject 
is,  as  it  exists  in  Massachusetts.  We  have  never  before  introdu- 
ced it  at  all,  supposing  that  it  was  embarrassed  with  difficulties, 
which  we  could  not  diminish.  But  having  made  a  minute  examinatioii 
of  the  records  of  several  prisons  in  Massachusetts,  we  shall  state  some 
results  from  these  examinations,  which  the  public  will  estimate  as  to 
their  value. 

Proportion  of  Debts  vnder  8'20. — In  the  first  place,  the  smallness 
of  the  sum  for  which  this  imprisonment  often  takes  place,  is  matter 
of  entire  surprise.  In  one  prison,  out  of  thirty-seven  cases,  twenty 
were  for  less  than  twenty  dollars.  In  another  prison,  out  of  forty 
cases,  twenty-two  were  for  less  than  twenty  dollars.  In  a  sister  State, 
the  law  prohibits  imprisonmnent  for  a  sum  less  than  $13  o3.  Such  a 
law  in  Massachusetts  would  diminish  the  cases  of  imprisonment  for 
debt  nearly  one  half. 

Amount  of  Costs  compared  icith  Amount  of  Debts. — Again,  the 
amount  of  costs,  in  comparison  with  the  debts,  was  a  matter  of  equal 
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has  a  powerful  influence  in  restraining  evil,  and  producing  good- 
It  is  in  its  influence,  comparing  temporal  things  with  eternal,  like 
that  of  the  tribunal  of  our  Father  in  Heaven,  who  assures  us  in  his 
word,  that  "we  shall  all  stand  before  the  judgment  seat  of  Christ, 
that  every  one  may  receive  the  things  done  in  his  body,  according 
to  that  he  hath  done,  whether  it  be  good  or  bad."  The  results  of 
this  system  of  observation  and  impartial  account,  according  to  character, 
as  settled  at  the  close  of  stated  periods  of  time,  is  seen  on  a  broad  sheet, 
where  it  appears  at  a  glance,  against  the  name  of  every  boy,  in  what  class 
he  is  placed  according  to  the  scale  of  moral  discipline.  Whether  in  the 
first,  second,  or  third  of  obedient  and  good  boys,  or  in  the  first,  second, 
or  third  of  disobedient  and  bad  boys. 

We  have  now  given  a  general  outline  of  the  division  of  time,  and 
the  system  of  classification  for  moral  discipline,  as  practised  at  the 
house  of  reformation  at  South  Boston,  for  the  purpose  of  showing 
how  it  is,  that  vicious  boys  are  taken  from  what  was  formerly  the 
highway  to  the  prison  and  the  gallows,  and  made  to  undergo  such 
changes  in  a  comparatively  short  period  of  time,  as  to  render  them 
fit  and  proper  subjects  to  be  apprenticed,  and  to  secure  the  expecta- 
tion, founded  on  experience,  that  of  the  whole  number  thus  apprenti- 
ced, not  five  per  cent,  will  disappoint  the  fond  hopes  and  expectations  of 
their  guardians  and  benefactors. 

It  must  be  distinctly  perceived  that  in  this  system,  so  fraught  with 
unexpected  and  delightful  results,  there  is  a  time  for  retirement,  a 
time  for  recreation,  a  time  for  religious  exercises,  a  time  for  refresh- 
ment, a  time  for  instruction  in  school,  a  time  for  labor— a  constant 
and  careful  supervision,  a  strict  and  impartial  account,  a  mild  and 
just  system  of  rewards  and  punishments,  and  a  correct  knowledge  of  the 
character  and  conduct  of  every  inmate.  With  this  division  of  time,  and 
this  system  of  classification  for  moral  discipline,  it  ought  not  to  be  sur- 
prising that  such  changes  are  produced. 

Good,  however,  as  the  system  has  been  proved  by  experience, 
we  are  fully  aware,  that  much  depends  on  its  administration,  and 
therefore  take  great  pleasure  in  adding  to  what  has  already  been 
said,  the  report  of  a  committee  of  the  city  council,  concerning  the 
superintendent.  "  They  are  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  difficult  to 
find  a  superintendent,  in  point  of  zeal,  devotedness  to  his  duties,  discre- 
tion and  ability,  better  qualified  for  the  discharge  of  his  duties,  than  the 
present  incumbent." 

We  would  add  to  the  testimony  of  the  committee  of  the  city  coun- 
cil, our  own  observation  in  confirmation  of  it,  and,  also,  in  favor  of 
the  matron,  whose  devoted  and  useful  services  in  that  house,  will  not 
meet  their  full  reward  on  earth.  And  we  do  this  the  more  cheerfully, 
because  we  know  from  extensive  observation,  that  the  amount  of 
good  accomplished  by  pious  matrons,  among  females  arrested  for 
crime,  and  committed  either  to  houses  of  reformation  or  to  prison, 
is  incalculable,  and  worthy  of  higher  rewards  than  the  earth  affords. 
We  are  unwilling  therefore  to  pass  unnoticed,  in  any  institution  of 
the  kind,  one  on  whom  as  much  as  on  any  other  individual  in  it, 
vjid  indeed  on  whom  almost  entirely  depends,  the  conduct  of  the 
(e:::ile  inmates  in  such  places. 
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surprise.  In  eighteen  cases  of  the  above  imprisonment,  the  whole 
amount  of  debts,  taken  together,  was  $155  68,  and  the  costs  $78  70. 
In  the  other  prison,  the  costs  could  not  in  all  cases  be  ascertained 
from  the  records ;  but  in  nine  cases  in  which  the  debts  together 
amounted  to  $66  61,  the  costs  amounted  to  $37  )i7.  In  all  these 
cases,  the  average  amount  of  costs  was  more  than  half  the  average 
amount  of  debts. 

Loss  of  Time  compared  with  Amount  of  Debts. — Again,  the  term  of 
imprisonment,  in  comparison  with  the  amount  of  debts,  was  matter  of 
no  less  surprise.  In  the  eighteen  cases  of  imprisonment  above  men- 
tioned, in  which  the  whole  amount  of  debts  was  $155  68,  the  loss 
of  time  was  236  days,  which,  at  75  cents  per  day,  would  have  more 
than  paid  the  debts.  In  the  other  case,  the  term  of  imprisonment 
of  nine  persons,  for  the  whole  amount  of  $66  61,  was  214  days, 
which,  at  32  cents  per  day,  would  have  paid  the  debts. 

Amount  Paid,  compared  icitJi  Amount  of  Debts. — Another  ob- 
vious remark  relates  to  the  fruitlessness  of  these  efforts  to  collect 
debts  by  imprisonment.  In  one  prison,  out  of  forty-two  cases  t  f  im- 
prisonment, two  debts  only,  one  of  eleven  and  one  of  five  dollars,  were 
paid ;  which  bears  to  the  amount  of  actual  debts,  the  proportion  of 
1  to  141.  Thirteen  were  imprisoned  thirteen  months,  and  then 
discharged  because  they  had  nothing  to  pay ;  twenty  were  discharged 
because  nothing  was  paid,  and  the  creditor  would  not  pay  the  board 
any  longer.  In  another  prison,  out  of  41  cases,  three  debts  were 
paid,  amounting  together  to  $43  08;  and  one  other  of  $2  44,  and 
costs  $4  35,  nearly  twice  as  much  as  the  debt ;  and  $5  on  another 
debt  of  $15.  While  fifteen  out  of  the  forty-one  were  imprisoned 
fifteen  months,  and  then  discharged  because  they  had  nothing  to  pay, 
and  sixteen  by  their  creditors,  who  would  not  pay  their  board. 

Effect  of  the  Law  making  it  the  duty  of  the  Creditor  to  pay  the 
board  of  the  Debtor. — Another  remark  relates  to  the  small  value 
attached  to  this  mode  of  collecting  money  by  the  creditor.  Since 
the  law  was  passed  in  Massachusetts,  requiring  the  creditor  to  pay 
the  board  of  the  debtor,  the  amount  of  imprisonment  for  debt  is  said, 
by  some  of  the  jailers,  to  be  diminished  one  half  If  the  object  in  view 
in  such  a  proportion  of  cases  is  not  sufficient  to  cause  the  creditor 
to  pay  the  board  of  the  debtor,  is  it  sufficient  to  cause  the  person  of 
the  debtor  to  be  incarcerated '? 

As  we  shall  not  have  occasion  to  recur  to  this  subject  again,  mo 
will  here  state  the  facts  in  regard  to  imprisonment  for  debt  in  the  city 
of  New  York,  on  the  authority  of  Mr.  Roome,  keeper  of  the  debtor's 
jail  in  that  city.  The  number  of  cases  of  imprisonment,  during  the 
year  1828,  was  1085.  The  debts  together  amounted  to  $25,409  32. 
The  damages  to  $362,076  99.  The  amount  paid  in  jail,  $295  : 
which  bears  to  the  amount  of  actual  debts,  the  proportion  of  1 
to  86 ;  and  to  the  amount  of  debts  and  damages,  the  proportion 
of  1  to  1313!! 

We  have  stated  these  facts  on  the  subject  of  imprisonment  for  debt, 
rather  to  open  the  subject  for  further  investigation,  and  to  call  public 
attention  to  it,  than  because  we  think  that  any  thing  like  a  thorough 
investigation  has  been  made  on  a  subject  which  causes  the  imprison- 
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ment  in  the  United  States,  according  to  the  best  estimates  we  are  able 
to  make,  of  75,000  persons  annually. 

The  sums  for  which  they  are  imprisoned,  more  than  one  half  of 
them,  are  less  than  twenty  dollars :  while  the  costs  are  more  than  one 
half  the  original  debts,  and  in  many  other  cases  quadruple  the  debts; 
and  the  time  lost  in  prison,  sometimes  at  30,  and  sometimes  at  60 
cents  per  day,  would  pay  the  debts ;  and  the  amount  paid,  in  com- 
parison with  the  amount  of  debts,  is  sometimes  one  dollar  to  eighty- 
five,  and  in  other  cases  not  one  to  one  hundred  and  forty;  while 
about  one  third  part  are  discharged  in  Massachusetts,  because  they 
have  nothing  to  pay,  and  another  third  because  their  board  is  not 
paid  by  the  creditor,  as  the  law  requires.  In  all  this,  we  have  said 
nothing  of  the  moral  influence  of  the  prisons,  upon  the  seventy-five 
thousand  persons,  who  are  thus  annually  introduced  to  a  world  of 
criminals.  Here  we  leave  the  subject  of  imprisonment  for  debt,  and 
proceed  to  the  consideration  of  the 

CONNEXION  BETWEEN  PAUPERISM  AND  CRIME. 

This  is  a  subject  too,  which  we  have  introduced  in  this  part  of  our 
Report,  because  we  have  become  acquainted  with  the  evils  of  it,  in 
consequence  of  what  we  have  seen  in  Massachusetts.  The  State  of 
Massachusetts  appropriates,  and  has  done  it  for  many  years,  about 
S50,000  annually  as  a  State,  besides  what  is  done  in  the  towns,  for  the 
support  of  paupers.  In  some  of  the  larger  towns,  the  places  where  they 
are  kept  are  so  constructed  and  managed,  that  the  poor  houses  are 
most  corrupt  and  corrupting.  They  are  nearly  as  injurious  in  their 
influence  as  the  old  penitentiaries ;  not  in  the  arts  of  mischief;  but 
in  the  low  and  corrupting  vices.  There  is  sometimes  not  even  a 
separation  of  the  sexes.  We  might  specify  large  and  extensive  es- 
tablishments, which  are  now,  what  the  old  alms  house  in  Boston  was, 
a  few  years  ago.  And  we  could  give  a  detail  of  facts,  which  have 
been  ascertained  from  careful  examination  of  witnesses,  to  which  we 
can  only  allude  in  this  place,  on  account  of  the  character  of  these 
facts.  Suffice  it  to  say,  that  they  are  such  as  to  demand  immediate 
attention  from  the  towns,  and  the  State.  The  people  of  the  towns 
would  not  countenance  such  things,  if  they  were  known  ;  and  the  State 
would  not  appropriate  its  thousands  annually  for  the  support  of 
establishments,  which  are  nuisances,  as  much  as  the  old  state  prison. 
They  are  nurseries  of  vice.  They  are  sometimes  introductory  to,  and 
sometimes  receptacles  from  the  prison.  There  is  often  an  alternation 
from  alms  house  to  prison  and  from  prison  to  alms  house.  We  have 
not  stated  the  facts  in  detail  which  are  Jcnown  to  us,  nor  shall  we  do 
it  in  this  place  and  at  this  time,  but  if  the  character  of  the  establish- 
ments is  not  altered,  from  which  these  facts  are  gathered,  they  will 
be  exposed  in  their  naked  deformity.  Publicity  will  correct  the  evils, 
if  other  means  fail. 

With  this  brief  notice  of  the  connexion  between  pauperism  and 
crime,  as  it  exists  in  Massachusetts,  we  leave  our  notice  of  the  inter- 
ests of  prison  discipline  in  the  State,  only  adding,  that  a  new  jail  is 
building  in  New  Bedford,  on  a  plan  furnished  by  the  Society,  whick 
will  afford  facilities  for  separation,  inspection,  instruction  and  labor. 
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a,  front  door  ;  &,  entry  10  feet  wide  and  20  feet  deep  ;  c,  keeper's  private  room  20  feet  square  ;  rf, 
keeper's  dining  room  aO  feet  square  ;  c,  keeper's  kitchen  '20  feet  by  25  ;/,  guaid  room  25  feet  by  25  ;  ^, 
ehapel  35  feet  by  40  ;  h,  h,  h,  area  around  the  cells  10  feet  wide  and  open  from  the  ground  to  the  roof; 
i,i,  i,  cells  7  feet  by  7  and  3  1-2  feet  widejj  ,j,  shops  38  feet  wide  and  160  feet  long;  k,  yard  160  by  124feeti 
1,  yard  gate  ;  m,  m,  sentinel  boxes  extending  from  one  side  of  the  shops  to  the  other,  and  commanding,  a 
Tiewof  the  external  walls,  of  the  interior  of  the  shops,  and  of  the  interior  of  the  yard  ;  n,  n,  doors  ;  o, 
oVen  ;  p,  baker's  stand  ;  q,  q,  q,  q,  q,  q,  windows  ;  r,  r,  r,  r,  points  of  observation  and  inspection  j 
9,8,  s,  s,  8,  water  closets,  <!!cc.  ;  o-o-o  steam  cooking  apparatus  •,  the  well,  and  rain  water  cistern  to 
be  placed  under  the  guard  room,  keeper's  kitchen,  and  that  part  of  the  shop,  containing  the  oven,  so  as. 
to  admit  pumps  and  furnish  the  water  to  all  these  apartments,  at  the  same  time  ;  that  part  of  the  sfao{» 
•ontaining  the  oven  and  cooking  apparjitus  to  be  used  as  a  kitchen  for  the  prisoners  ;  the  shops  j,  j,  to  be 
entirely  open  from  the  ground  floor  or  pavement,  to  the  roof,  and  from  the  main  building  to  the  sentinel 
boxes,  80  that  the  inspection  may  be  uninterrupted  from  the  points  of  observation  r,  r,  r,  and  also 
from  the  sentinel  boxes  m,  m  ;  these  shops  are  intended  to  accommodate  either  shoemakers,  tailors, 
•oopers,  or  weavers,  all  of  whom  in  one  shop  may  be  inspected  from  the  guard  room,  and  all  in  the  other 
from  the  point  of  observation  r  in  the  main  building,  to  be  j>00  feet  long  and  40  feet  wide  ;  the  external  wall 
•f  this  building  2  1-2  feet  thick  at  the  foundation  ;  the  centre  wall  between  the  ceHs  2  feet  thick,  having 
a  ventilator  4  inches  in  diameter  in  the  wall  from  each  cell  to  the  garret  or  roof ;  the  partition  walls 
between  the  cells  1  foot  in  thickness  •,  the  wall  between  the  cells  and  the  area  18  inches  in  thickness  ; 
the  doors,  either  of  oak  plank  or  rolled  iron,  6  feet  high  and  20  inches  wide,  having  an  open  grate,  in  th» 
*op,  16  by  18  inches,  with  orifices  2  inches  in  diameter,  between  bars  of  round  iron,  one  inch  in  diameter, 
vrossing  each  other  at  right  angles  ;  the  windows  in  the  external  wall  and  the  windows  of  the  guard  room 
to  be  3  1  2feet  by  6,  secured  with  a  grate  made  of  iron  bf^rs,  one  inch  in  diameter,  crossing  each  other  at  right 
angles  2  inches  asunder  ;  the  height  of  the  external  wall  of  the  main  building  to  depend  on  the  height  of 
the  breast  work  of  cells,  which  may  be  4  or  5  stories  ;  each  story  of  cells  to  be  entered  from  a  narrow 
gallery  3  feet  in  width,  to  be  connected  with  a  stair  case  at  the  side  of  the  chapel ;  the  hospital  to  be  over 
the  guard  room,  of  the  same  dimensions  with  it,  to  be  entered  from  a  stair  case  at  the  side  of  the  chapel ; 
the  apartment  for  females  to  be  in  the  3d  story  over  the  guard  room  and  keeper's  kitchen,  containing  a 
room  for  labor  over  the  guard  room,  and  as  many  small  dormitories  over  the  keeper's  kitchen  as  are  neces- 
sary, of  the  same  form  and  size  with  the  other  cells  ;  the  entrance  to  the  female  apartment  to  be  from  the 
hall  of  the  keeper's  house  ;  the  orifices  in  the  guard  room  door,  in  the  hospital  door,  in  the  wall  froa 
the  keeper's  private  room  to  the  chapel,  in  the  wall  between  the  female  apartment  and  the  chapel,  and  ia 
the  door  from  the  main  building  into  the  yard,  and  in  the  wall  between  the  main  building  and 
the  west  shop  to  be  12  inches  square,  secured  by  an  open  grate  like  those  on  the  cell  doors,  and  to  b» 
closed  with  an  iron  slide  ;  the  windows  of  the  shops,  in  the  wall  towards  the  yard,  to  be  4  feet  aqaare 
and  two  feet  asunder  and  2  1-2  feet  from  the  floor,  and,  also,  in  the  roof  towards  the  yard,  one  con- 
tinued row  of  7  by  9  glass  ;  the  interior  wall  of  the  shops  to  be  7  feat  in  height,  and  the  yard  wall  ^  feet 
in  height  and  3  feet  ia  thiekness.        S«ale  I  iaeh  te  ii  feet. 
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Qriminal  Law  of  Rhode  Island. — In  Rhode  Island,  there  is  no 
Penitentiary.  The  criminal  code,  therefore,  remains  in  some  of  its 
bloody  provisions.  Seven  crimes  are  punished  with  death,  and  for 
eight  others  the  punishment  is  as  follows ;  to  be  set  in  the  pil- 
lory, and  while  tlierc  to  have  a  piece  of  each  ear  cut  off;  to  be 
branded  with  the  letter  C. ;  to  be  imprisoned  not  more  than  six 
years ;  to  be  fined  not  exceeding  84,000 ;  or  any  or  all  of  said 
punishments.  The  crimes  for  which  these  punishments  may  be 
inflicted,  are  those  against  the  paper  currency,  and  current  coin, 
such  as  passing  counterfeit  money  or  having  it  in  possession,  or 
counterfeiting  the  current  coin  or  having  it  in  possession.  The 
punishment  for  perjury  is  a  fine  not  exceeding  $1,000  ;  placed  in  the 
pillory  not  more  than  four  hours  ;  cropped  and  branded  ;  imprisoned 
not  more  than  three  years,  or  any  or  all  of  said  punishments.  The 
punishment  for  burning  houses,  barns  and  outhouses,  the  burning 
of  which  shall  not  amount  to  arson,  is  a  fine  not  exceeding  $5,000  ; 
imprisonment  not  exceeding  five  years ;  set  in  the  pillory ;  cropped 
on  both  ears  while  on  the  pillory,  and  branded  with  the  letter  B. 
The  punishment  for  another  crime  is,  to  be  carried  to  the  gallows 
in  a  cart,  and  seated  on  the  gallows  not  more  than  three  hours,  and 
then  to  the  common  jail,  there  to  be  confined  not  more  than  three 
years,  and  to  be  fined  not  exceeding  $1,000.  The  punishment  for 
duelling,  when  death  does  not  ensue,  is  to  be  carried  publicly  in  a 
cart  to  the  gallows,  with  a  rope  about  the  neck,  and  set  there  for  one 
hour,  and  be  imprisoned  not  exceeding  one  year,  either  or  both. 
The  punishment  for  bigamy,  is  to  be  set  on  the  gallows  one  hour, 
with  a  rope  around  the  neck  ;  to  be  fined  not  exceeding  $1,000,  and 
to  be  imprisoned  not  exceeding  two  years.  And  while  the  punish- 
ment against  the  paper  currency,  or  the  current  coin,  may  be  sitting 
in  the  pillory  ;  being  cropped  and  branded  ;  fined  and  imprisoned  ; 
there  are  two  other  crimes  against  the  dearest  interests  of  morality 
and  virtue,  and  domestic  happiness,  i.  c.  adultery  and  fornication, 
which  are  punished,  the  one  with  a  fine  not  exceeding  8200,  and 
imprisonment  not  exceeding  six  months ;  and  the  other,  with  a  fine 
not  exceeding  $5,  and  with  imprisonment  not  exceeding  six  days. 
With  this  notice  of  the  criminal  law  in  Rhode  Island  we  leave  the 
State. 

Neio  State  Prison  at  Wdlicrsjield,  Conn. — In  Connecticut,  the  new 
prison  at  Wethersfield  is  in  successful  operation.  Governor  Tomlin- 
son,  in  his  message  to  the  Legislature  on  the  7th  of  May,  1829,  not 
only  gives  a  particular  statement  of  its  condition,  but  suggests  certain 
alterations  in  the  criminal  law  touching  the  subject  of  just  penalties, 
the  connexion  between  pauperism  and  crime,  and  the  condition  of 
juvenile  delinquents.  We  give  the  substance  of  the  message  as  it 
relates  to  these  subjects.     He  says, 

"  To  the  administration  of  penal  law  a  watchful  eye  should  be  extended,  as  it 
affects  alike  personal  liberty,  and  public  peace  and  safety.  The  primary  object  of 
punishment  is  to  prevent  the  commission  of  crimes.  It  may  be  accomplished  either 
by  suspending  the  ability,  or  eradicating  the  disposition  to  offend.  To  reform  the 
criminal  is  a  matter  of  great  interest. 

Employment  at  hard  labor,  in  silence,  and  solitary  confinement  during  the 
period  of  rest,  with  moral  and  religious  instruction  and  admonition,  give  promise 
22 
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of  success  in  this  philanthropic  work.  An  approximation  to  its  fulfilment  has  been 
made  at  our  state  prison,  which  is  believed  to  be  unprecedented,  and  affords  the 
highest  satisfaction.  In  producing  it,  the  immediate  and  personal  agency  of  the 
warden  of  the  prison  is  manifest.  His  judicious,  faithful,  persevering,  and  benevo- 
lent labors  in  that  capacity,  deserve  public  commendation. 

The  accounts  of  the  warden,  audited  according  to  law  for  the  year  ending  on 
the  31st  of  March  last,  exhibit  an  actual  gain  to  the  institution,  after  deducting  every 
kind  of  expense  attending  its  management  and  support  for  the  same  period,  of  three 
thousand  two  hundred  and  twenty-nine  dollars  and  forty-one  cents.  The  report  of 
the  directors  will  communicate  the  proper  detailed  information  regarding  the  opera- 
tions which  have  produced  this  gratifying  result. 

In  a  former  communication,  the  propriety  of  fixing  with  precision  the  period  of 
confinement  for  each  offence  punishable  by  imprisonment  in  the  state  prison,  was 
presented  to  the  attention  of  the  general  assembly.  Subsequent  experience  and 
information  have  strengthened  the  opinion  then  expressed.  The  shortest  period  of 
confinement  being  limited  in  only  a  fev/  cases,  very  unequal  punishments  may  be 
inflicted  for  crimes  of  the  same  character.  Such  inequality  is  contrary  to  the  spirit 
of  our  institutions.  As,  according  to  the  constitution,  no  person  can  be  deprived  of 
his  liberty,  but  by  due  course  of  law,  so  the  extent  of  such  deprivation  ought  to  be 
fixed  by  law.  Persons  have  been  sentenced  for  the  short  space  of  six  m.onths,  in 
some  instances,  while  in  others  the  period  of  confinement  has  been  extended  to  ten, 
fifteen  and  twenty  years,  and  to  the  term  of  tlic  criminal's  natural  life. 

Sentences  to  the  prison,  for  short  periods,  in  consequence  of  the  usual  inability 
of  the  prisoners,  in  such  cases,  to  perform  any  profitable  labor,  occasion  considerable 
expense  to  the  State,  without  much  probability  of  effecting  their  reformation, 
through  the  instrumentality  of  penitentiary  discipline.  Returning  to  society  with 
no  moral  improvement,  but  with  the  infamy  of  a  conviction  for  an  ignominious 
offence  resting  upon  him,  the  convict  easily,  and  as  experience  proves,  but  too  fre- 
quently sinks  into  more  aggravated  and  desperate  guilt.  On  the  contrary,  exem- 
plary sentences,  extending  to  very  long  periods  or  for  life,  depress  and  dishearten 
the  prisoner.  Permitted  scarcely  the  slightest  prospect  of  restoration  to  society, 
despair  may  render  the  prisoner  incorrigible,  and  his  reformation  hopeless. 

The  subject  is  not  free  from  difficulty.  It  is,  however,  recommended  to  your 
consideration,  alike  by  the  dictates  of  humanity  and  a  regard  to  policy  and  justice. 
Although  there  is  no  standard  by  which  the  punishment  of  crimes  of  like  nature,  but 
of  different  aggravation,  may  be  measured,  yet,  by  fixing  the  shortest  and  longest 
period  of  confinement  for  each  offence,  the  desirable  uniformity  of  punishment,  for 
which  our  criminal  code  fails  sufficiently  to  provide,  would  be  effected. 

Among  the  one  hundred  and  thirty-four  prisoners  in  the  state  prison,  there  are 
one  hundred  and  two  under  the  age  of  thirty,  and  twenty-four  short  of  twenty 
years. — This  statement  strongly  impresses  the  necessity  of  some  provision  for  the 
correction  and  reformation  of  juvenile  offenders,  and  the  punishment  of  minor  offen- 
ces. Such  offences  often  go  unpunished,  in  consequence  of  the  want  of  a  m.ode  of 
punishment,  which  is  sustained  by  public  opinion.  By  the  impunity  thus  occasioned, 
the  young  offender  is  encouraged  to  perpetrate  crimes  of  greater  enormity,  confirmed 
in  guilt,  and  driven  from  society  to  the  state  prison.  The  evil  is  extensively  felt, 
and  needs  attention.  Whether  it  may  be  corrected,  by  the  establishment  of  work 
houses  or  houses  of  correction,  on  a  plan  more  enlarged  than  that  contemplated  by 
the  existing  law,  is  a  fit  subject  of  inquiry.  Such  institutions,  when  properly  organ- 
ized and  conducted,  by  cultivating  industry,  may  be  made  effective  in  arresting  the 
progress  of  vice,  and  rescuing  youthful  offenders  from  infamy  and  ruin.  By  furnishing 
employment  for  the  idle,  and  compelling  them  to  work,  society  maybe  relieved  from 
the  burden  of  their  support,  as  well  as  from  their  depredations  upon  private  property, 
and  disturbance  of  the  public  peace." 

In  addition  to  the  statement  by  the  governor  concerning  the  new 
prison,  we  gather  the  following  important  and  interesting  facts,  from 
the  reports  of  the  directors,  warden,  and  physician.  During  the  past 
year,  corporeal  punishment  has  not  been  inflicted  ;  religious  instruc- 
tion has  been  furnished  morning  and  evening,  and  on  the  Sabbath  ; 
and  a  Sabbath  school,  which  the  directors  say  promises  to  be  a  useful 
addition  to  other  means,  has  been  formed.  There  has  been  little 
sickness  and  not  one  death  in  eighteen  months.     There  has  been  an 
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increase  of  prisoners,  i.  e.  nine  more  than  the  number  at  one  time 
at  Newgate,  and  twelve  more  than  the  average  number  of  commit- 
ments in  the  years  '22,  '23,  and  '24.  The  causes  assigned  by  the 
directors  for  this  increase  of  convicts  in  Connecticut,  are,  1st.  While 
the  records  of  the  old  prison  show  a  diminution  in  the  number  of  con- 
victs annually  by  death  and  escape  ;  the  records  of  the  new  prison 
show,  that  there  has  been  no  death  in  sixteen  months,  and  no  escape 
since  the  establishment  of  the  institution.  2d.  The  courts  have  given 
longer  sentences.  3d.  The  juries  are  more  willing  to  convict,  on 
account  of  the  reformatory  character  of  the  new  prison.  4th.  By  a 
law  of  the  last  year,  persons  guilty  of  theft  over  a  certain  amount,  are 
subject  to  imprisonment  in  the  state  prison,  and  under  the  law  thus 
altered,  convictions  have  taken  place.  5th.  An  unusually  small  num- 
ber of  convicts  have  been  discharged  at  the  expiration  of  sentence 
during  the  last  year.  The  directors  are  therefore  of  opinion  that 
tliere  is  no  increase  of  crime,  though  there  has  been  a  small  increase 
of  the  number  of  prisoners  in  the  state  prison. 

The  directors  present  as  an  evil,  demanding  a  remedy,  the  sur- 
prising diversity  of  punishments  for  the  same  crime.  For  a  given 
crime  against  the  person  of  a  female,  several  convicts  have  been  sen- 
tenced for  life,  and  others  for  three,  four,  and  five  years.  For  the 
crime  of  burglary,  there  are  several  for  three  years,  and  others  for 
four  months.  And  a  case  is  presented^  in  which  a  man^  in  a  ouar- 
rel,  or  under  some  sudden  excitement,  assaulted  and  killed  another, 
was  found  guilty  of  manslaughter,  and  imprisoned  three  years ;  while 
another  person,  under  the  influence  of  similar  excitement,  wounded  his 
antagonist,  but  did  not  kill  him,  and  he  was  imprisoned  for  life.  The 
directors  recommend  the  alteration  of  the  criminal  code,  so  as  to 
lender  punishments  more  just  and  equal. 

As  it  respects  the  imprisonment  of  females,  the  directors  say,  the 
experience  of  another  year  has  confirmed  us  in  the  opinion,  that  it  is 
improper  to  confine  females  in  the  same  prison  with  males ;  unless 
a  separate  department  is  organized,  to  be  placed  under  the  care  of 
a  matron. 

In  respect  to  the  pecuniary  affairs  of  the  institution,  they  recom- 
mend the  most  vigilant  inspection  by  a  committee  of  the  Legislature 
to  prevent  mal  practice  :  and,  at  the  same  time,  show  that  the  old  prison 
at  Newgate  cost  the  State  annually,  for  ten  years  previous  to  its  aban- 
donment, $8,400 ;  while  the  new  prison  has  produced  an  income 
of  $1,000  17  for  the  first  six  m.onths,  and  83,229  41  for  the  last  year, 
above  every  expense  ;  making  a  difference  to  the  State  of  811,629  41, 
which  in  three  years  will  defray  the  whole  expense  of  building  the 
new  prison. 

It  appears  by  the  warden's  statement,  that  the  whole  expense  of  the 
institution,  for  salary  of  officers,  food  and  clothing  of  convicts,  medi- 
cal attendance,  medicine,  &c.  ^c,  was  $5,876  13,  which,  on  suppo- 
sition that  the  average  number  of  men  was  120,  as  stated  by  the 
physician,  makes  the  whole  expense  of  supporting  each  convict  per 
day,  13^  cents,  or  $48  65  a  year.  And  according  to  the  same  state- 
ment, the  whole  expense  for  food  was  4  cents  and  2  mills  per  day.  The 
best  evidence  whether  the  food  was  wholesome  and  sufficient,  is  in  the 
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health,  and  bill  of  mortality,  and  the  amount  of  labor,  the  net  proceeds 
of  which  we  have  seen. 

The  physician's  report  states,  that  the  average  number  of  men  for 
two  years  has  been  120 ;  during  which  time  there  has  been  only  one 
death,  and  none  during  the  last  eighteen  months;  that  the  bill  of 
mortality  in  the  European  prisons,  which  are  considered  healthy,  is 
about  1  to  30  or  35.  That  the  uncommon  healthiness  of  the  Con- 
necticut state  prison  is  owing,  1st,  To  regular  and  uniform  diet  and 
strict  temperance.  2d,  To  thorough  ventilation  and  uniform  tem- 
perature of  the  shops  and  night  rooms.  3d,  To  constant  and  regular 
employment  during  the  day. 

The  food  of  the  convicts  is  one  pound  of  beef,  one  pound  of  bread, 
as  many  potatoes  as  they  may  require,  being  about  five  bushels  to  a 
hundred  rations,  to  which  is  added  for  supper,  a  porridge  made  of 
ground  pease  and  corn-meal  so  regulated  that  each  shall  be  amply 
supplied,  and  with  very  little  variation  the  same  throughout  the  year. 

The  drink,  while  in  health,  is  cold  water  only.  To  the  sick  and 
indisposed,  coiFee,  tea,  milk,  and  other  proper  food  and  drink. 

"  Tlie  opinion,"  says  the  physician,  '"wliich  has  so  long  and  so  extensively  pre- 
vailed, that  spirituous  liquors  could  not  be  suddenly  abandoned  with  safety,  has,  in 
the  experience  of  this  institution,  been  ccmpicteiy  refuted.  Of  the  lOG  convicts 
committed  to  the  prison  since  its  establishment,  ninety  have  acknov.-ledged  them- 
selves to  have  been  intemperate,  or  are  known  to  liave  been  so.  Some  cf  these 
were  veteran  drinkers,  and  one  in  addition  to  spirits  had  for  17  years  used  large 
quantities  of  opium.  These  prisoners  were  deprived  of  spirits  at  once,  without  a 
substitute.  Those  individuals  in  whom  the  habit  was  long  confirmed,  suffered  a 
temporary  loss  of  appetite,  and  almost  overwhelming  anguish,  for  the  want  of  their 
accustomed  stimulus,  which  seemed  for  the  time  to  supersede  every  other  evil 
connected  with  their  confinement.  But  by  attentive  watching,  the  use  of  cofTefc 
and  nutritious  and  wholesome  diet,  tlie  appetite  was  soon  improved,  and  after  a 
while,  greatly  increased  ;  the  craving  for  spirits  gradually  subsided,  and  after  some 
time  had  elapsed,  they  acknowledged  an  improvement  in  their  feelings,  increase  cf 
bodily  strength,  and  vigor  of  mind.  These  facts  are  important ;  and  it  is  hoped  will 
have  an  influence  in  correcting  a  very  general  mistake  that  is  prevailing,  that  the 
peculiar  diseases  of  drunkards  are  liable  to  come  on  suddenly,  if  spirits  be  sud- 
denly abandoned.  With  this  erroneous  impression  many  have  resorted  to  sub- 
stitutes, which  only  changed  the  stimulus  without  removing  the  habit." 

The  physician  adds,  "  In  reference  to  the  health  of  the  institution, 
that  in  addition  to  former  expedients  for  ventilation,  a  furnace  has 
been  constructed  for  the  double  object  of  regulating  the  temperature 
of  the  prison,  and  still  more  important,  of  forcing  a  constant  supply 
of  fresh  air  into  the  great  hall." 

In  regard  to  emiployment  as  conducive  to  health,  "  another  year's 
experience,"  he  says,  '*  has  confirmed  all  our  former  opinions  on  the 
subject,  and  satisfied  us  of  the  importance  of  labor,  both  to  health  and 
discipline." 

Thus  we  close  the  notice  of  this  noble  institution. 

An  auxiliary  prison  discipline  society  was  formed  in  Hartford  last 
summer,  of  which  the  Hon.  William  W.  Ellsworth  is  President,  and 
Seth  Terry,  Esq.  Secretary,  for  the  purpose  of  co-operating  with  the 
Boston  Society  in  preserving  and  extending  the  improved  prison  dis- 
cipline in  Connecticut.  As  the  governor  has  introduced  in  his 
message  the  importance  of  a  revision  of  the  criminal  code  in  some 
particulars  ;  the  extension  of  the  improved  system,  of  prison  discipline 
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to  work  houses,  for  the  better  employment  and  reformation  of  the 
vicious  poor  ;  and  the  importance  of  providing  suitable  means  for  the 
reformation  of  juvenile  delinquents,  the  auxiliary  society  has  opened 
to  it  a  fine  field  of  usefulness  ;  and  we  are  expecting  improvements 
in  the  State,  corresponding  with  those  made  at  the  state  prison,  which 
shall  present  Connecticut  as  a  model  for  imitation  in  its  prisons  and 
poor  houses,  its  criminal  and  pauper  laws,  and  in  its  provisions  for 
juvenile  delinquents.  Let  us  see  a  state  prison  like  that  at  Wethers- 
field,  with  a  criminal  code  adapted  to  its  general  principles ;  and  a 
poor  house  for  every  county  of  the  same  general  character,  where  there 
shall  be  as  much  health,  cleanliness,  discipline,  labor,  instruction, 
and  reformation  ;  and  besides  all  this,  a  house  of  refuge  for  juvenile  de- 
linquents, and  we  will  rejoice  even  more  than  we  do  now  over  Con- 
necticut. 

Prison  at  Auburn,  N.  Y.,  more  than  supporting  itself. — In  New 
York,  the  objects  of  this  Society  have  excited  great  interest  for  sev- 
eral years ;  and  the  State  is  now  witnessing  the  benefits  which  result 
from  a  proper  and  benevolent  attention  to  this  subject.  The  prison  at 
Auburn,  during  the  last  year,  with  570  inmates  at  its  close,  earned  more 
than  enough  to  defray  all  the  expense  of  its  support.  The  expenses 
were  $33,571  84,  the  earnings  636,908  81,  making  the  profit  to  the 
State,  after  deducting  every  expense,  83,336  97. 

Discipline  of  the  Prison  at  Auburn,  as  illustrated  tvhen  the  buildings 
were  on  fire. — The  discipline  of  the  institution,  to  secure  such  a  re- 
sult, would  be  supposed  good ;  but  a  single  fact  will  place  it  in  a 
stronger  light.  At  midnight,  during  the  last  year,  there  was  a  cry  of 
fire.  It  was  soon  ascertained  that  it  was  in  the  prison.  An  extensive 
shop,  filled  with  combustible  materials,  directly  under  the  eaves  of  tlie 
north  wing,  in  which  were  confined  550  convicts  in  separate  cell?, 
was  in  flames.  The  fire  spread  with  great  rapidity,  and  very  soon 
communicated  with  the  windows  of  the  building  in  which  the  convicts 
were  locked  up ;  and  before  any  progress  could  be  made  in  arresting 
it,  the  flames  burnt  through  the  windows,  and  threatened  the  convicts 
in  their  night  cells  with  suffocation.  The  keepers,  at  the  hazard  of 
their  lives,  rushed  through  fire  and  smoke,  and  succeeded  in  unlocking 
every  door,  and  discharged  into  the  yard  at  midnight  5.50  convict:-. 
Two  avenues  had  now  been  opened  to  the  street,  through  either  of 
which  the  convicts  might  have  escaped  in  the  confusion  of  passing 
water,  and  the  passing  and  repassing  of  citizens.  Instead,  however, 
of  attempting  to  escape,  they  formed  a  most  efficient  fire  company, 
extinguished  the  flames,  and,  when  this  was  done,  were  found  in  tlieir 
places;  no  one  having  attempted  to  escape.  The  chaplain,  in  viev/ 
of  this  fact,  says,  "my  attachment  to  my  people  is  constantly  in- 
creasing." 

Reformation  of  Convicts  at  Auburn. — Such  being  the  facts  in  re- 
gard to  discipline,  and  the  proceeds  of  labor,  the  question  arises, 
whether  there  is  evidence,  after  their  discharge,  of  its  being  reforma- 
tory. Intelligence  has  been  received,  during  the  last  year,  in  answer 
to  letters  addressed  to  post  masters  and  sheriffs,  in  all  parts  of  the 
State  of  New  York,  concerning  two  hundred  and  six  discharged  con- 
victs ;  of  whom  one  hundred  and  forty-six  are  reformed.  Concern- 
22* 
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ing  many  of  the  146  here  mentioned,  information  has  been  received 
three  years  in  succession,  giving  them  the  same  character ;  and  some 
of  them  the  character  of  decidedly  pious  men.  Three  years  ago,  this 
system  of  inquiry  concerning  discharged  convicts  was  first  instituted. 
The  first  year,  it  brought  favorable  returns  concerning  52  ;  the  second 
year,  concerning  112;  and  the  third  year,  as  already  stated,  concern- 
ing 146. 

There  is  another  class  of  facts  proving  the  same  thing  concerning 
the  reformatory  character  of  the  prison  at  Auburn.  The  re-commit- 
ments in  1827,  out  of  427,  were  only  19.  And  in  1829,  out  of  570, 
only  17. 

Health  of  the  Auburn  Prison. — The  health  of  the  institution,  too, 
is  remarkable.  The  cases  of  sickness  in  the  hospital,  being  on  an 
average  1  to  100,  according  to  the  physician's  report,  and  the  deaths  1 
to  75,  annually. 

Systein  of  Instruction. — The  system  of  instruction  for  moral  disci- 
pline, by  the  Sabbath  school ;  by  public  worship  ;  by  personal  reli- 
gious conversation ;  and  by  evening  prayers,  under  the  unceasing 
attention  of  the  resident  chaplain,  is  as  it  should  be.  The  agent  and 
the  inspectors,  in  their  official  report,  acknowledge  their  obligations  for 
the  discreet,  faithful  and  beneficial  services  of  the  Rev.  B.  C.  Smith, 
the  resident  chaplain,  in  preparing  valuable  public  documents  con- 
cerning reformed  convicts,  and  in  all  the  duties  appropriate  to  his 
department ;  especially  as  superintendent  of  the  Sabbath  school,  con- 
sisting of  125. 

Favorable  opinion  first  formed  of  the  P?'ison  at  Auburn  still  more 
favorable. — As  we  have  before  described  the  prison  at  Auburn,  with 
great  particularity,  in  regard  to  its  construction  and  discipline,  our 
object  has  now  been  only  to  exhibit  its  improving  character,  and  to 
show  that  we  see  no  reasons  for  changing  our  opinion,  except  from 
favorable  to  more  favorable,  concerning  this  institution. 

Increase  of  Convicts  to  be  attributed  to  the  increase  of  Territory. — 
It  has  been  perceived,  that  the  number  of  convicts  has  increased  at 
Auburn.  This  is  not  owing  to  the  increase  of  crime,  but  to  the  in- 
crease of  territory,  which  by  law  has  been  authorized  to  send  its  con- 
victs to  Auburn.  So  that  while  Auburn  has  increased,  the  old  prison 
in  New  York  has  diminished. 

Progress  of  the  Buildings  at  Sing  Sing,  N.  Y. — The  prison  at  Sing 
Sing,  35  miles  above  the  city  of  New  York,  on  the  east  bank  of  the  river, 
has  been  rapidly  advancing  during  the  last  year  ;  400  cells  having  been 
added  to  the  number  then  built,  making  the  whole  number  800  ;  besides 
a  hospital  and  kitchen,  and  preparations  having  been  made  for  erecting 
extensive  workshops  and  a  commodious  chapel. 

Health  of  the  Prison  at  Sing  Siiig. — The  health  of  the  institution, 
till  a  large  number  of  sick  convicts  were  removed  to  it  from  New 
York,  was  favorably  indicated  by  the  fact,  that  two  per  cent,  only 
were  found  in  the  hospital  ;  and  the  number  of  deaths,  notwithstanding 
the  number  of  sick  brought  from  New  York,  has  been  only  3  per  cent. ; 
while  in  the  old  prison  in  New  York,  from  which  the  convicts  were 
removed  to  Sing  Sing,  it  varied,  for  a  course  of  years,  from  6  to  10  per 
cent,  annually.     Sixteen  have  died  at  Sing  Sing,  during  the  last  year  ; 
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nine  of  whom  were  among  the  sick  removed  from  New  York  ;  five 
only  out  of  more  than  five  hundred  others,  which  is  not  one  per 
cent.,  having  died. 

Si/steni  of  Instruction  at  Sing  Sing. — In  respect  to  moral  and 
religious  instruction,  the  commissioners,  Messrs.  Hopkins,  Tibbets 
and  Allen,  say,  in  their  report  to  the  Legislature,  dated  January  14th, 
"  The  prisoners  have  not  the  same  advantages  they  will  have  when 
a  proper  apartment  is  finished  for  a  chapel  and  school  room.  One 
religious  service  is  usually  celebrated  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Barrett,  the 
chaplain,  on  the  Sabbath,  in  the  hall  or  area  of  the  prison,  between 
the  cells  and  outer  wall,  where  the  convicts  attend  standing  on  the 
pavement  and  galleries  in  front  of  their  cells.  Morning  and  evening 
prayers  are  usually  attended,  but  not  always.  Every  prisoner  has  a  Bi- 
ble. Mr.  Barrett  is  making  great  exertions  to  teach  those  to  read,  who 
are  ignorant,  which  he  does  by  the  use  of  the  Bible  only,  as  a  school 
book,  teaching  them  at  the  grate  of  their  cell  doors.  He  has  given  us 
statements,  which  leave  no  doubt  whatever,  of  the  strong  desire  which 
many  of  them  have  to  learn,  and  of  the  rapid  progress  of  some." 

We  give  from  Mr.  Barrett's  manuscript,  an  accurate  statement  of 
the  progress  of  the  convict  occupying  the  cell  No.  428,  as  a  specimen. 

Feb.  22,  1829,  began  the  1st  verse  of  Genesis,  and  learned  4  letters  ; 

23.  Learned  five  letters  more  ; 

24.  Could  say  all  the  letters  in  the  first  line  ; 

25.  Knew  all  the  letters  in  the  first  verse ; 

26.  Knew  all  the  letters  in  two  verses ; 

27.  Spelled  all  the  words  of  one  syllable  in  the  first  verse  : 

28.  Partially  learned  the  words  created  and  heaven. 

March  1.  Besides  learning  created  and  heaven  more  perfectly,  spell 
ed  the  word  beginning  correctly. 

2.  Read  the  first  verse  in  the  Bible  for  the  first  time  ; 

3.  Read  the  first  line  of  the  second  verse  ; 

4.  Read  all  the  second  verse  ; 

5.  Read  correctly  the  third  verse  ; 

6.  The  fourth  verse  ; 
8.  Five  verses  ; 

10.  Six  verses ; 

18.  Read  with  ease  to  the  sixteenth  verse  ; 

19.  To  the  twentieth  verse  ; 
22.  To  the  twenty-third  verse  ; 

29.  Read  correctly  the  first  chapter  of  Genesis. 

Besides  teaching  ignorant  convicts  in  this  manner  at  their  cell 
doors,  without  spelling  books,  and  without  Sabbath  school  teachers, 
Mr.  Barrett  has  patiently  labored  in  the  deep  solitude  of  that  extensive 
prison,  to  commit  the  scriptures  to  the  memory  of  the  more  intelligent. 
We  have  a  tabular  viev/  furnished  by  him  of  the  recitations  of  thirty- 
five  convicts,  during  a  period  of  18  weeks,  by  which,  it  appears  that 
770  chapters,  containing  19,328  verses,  had  been  recited  ;  that  42 
entire  books  had  been  committed  to  memory ;  that  one  man  in  17 
weeks  committed  49  chapters,  or  1605  verses  ;  that  another  in  the 
same  time  committed  1296  verses  ;  that  one  man  committed  in  one 
week,  8  chapters,  and  that  others,  not  mentioned  in  the  table,  had 
committed  about  1000  verses. 

C 
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Sahbatk  School  among  the  Females  at  the  Grcemoich  Prison. — In 
the  old  prison  at  Greenwich,  near  New  York,  there  remained  a  large 
number  of  female  convicts,  after  the  men  were  removed  to  Sing  Sing. 
Among  these  females,  nearly  one  hundred  in  number,  several  pious 
and  devoted  male  and  female  m.embers  of  the  churches  of  different 
denominations,  formed  a  Sabbath  school  last  summer.  Their  interest 
was  such  in  the  work  in  which  they  had  engaged,  that  some  of  them 
were  willing  to  deprive  themselves  of  the  privileges  of  the  sanctua- 
ry on  the  Sabbath,  to  be  engaged  all  day  in  this  Sabbath  school. 
The  effect  of  these  labors  has  been  such,  as  to  encourage  more  than 
all  things  else  the  patience  and  perseverance  of  these  benevolent 
friends,  and  there  is  every  reason  to  suppose  that  the  benefits  of  this  kind 
of  instruction  will  be  enjoyed  by  female  convicts  in  New  York  for 
many  years  to  come  ;  because  it  may  be  doubted  whether  any  Sabbath 
school  teachers  in  New  York  are  more  encouraged  or  interested  in 
their  labor,  than  those  who  have  been  connected  with  this  Sabbath, 
school. 

Abandonment  of  the  Prison  at  Grecmcich. — The  prison  at  Green- 
wich, v/hich  was  in  many  respects  a  wretched  place,  at  which  more 
than  one  million  of  dollars  had  been  expended,  and  an  inconceivable 
amount  of  sin  committed,  much  of  which  could  never  have  been 
prevented  in  buildings  and  night  rooms  and  hiding  places  so  con- 
structed, is  now  abandoned  :  the  buildings  are  already,  or  are  to  be 
soon  taken  down,  and  the  ground  occupied  for  house  lots.  In  this 
we  rejoice  almost  as  much  as  in  the  abandonment  of  Newgate. 

Females  removed  to  the  Old  Penitentiary  at  the  Alms  House. — The 
females  who  were  left  at  Greenwich,  when  the  men  .were  removed 
to  Sing  Sing,  have  been  removed  lately  to  the  penitentiary  at  Bellevue, 
where  their  untiring  Sabbath  school  teachers  have  followed  them,  or 
rather  preceded  them,  to  make  preparation  for  their  instruction  and 
employment.  We  hope,  that  the  eternal  blessings  of  the  "  most  kind 
one"  will  rest  upon  them,  and  upon  all  the  Sabbath  school  teach- 
ers, who  are  willing  to  make  prisons  the  places  of  their  instruction. 
We  knov,^  they  will  have  their  rev/ard  as  they  go  along ;  for  they  will 
often  say,  v»'hat  is  it  which  renders  us  so  happy  in  this  work  ?  and  all 
the  answer  they  will  be  able  to  give,  will  be  this,  "  Where  two  or 
three  are  met  together  in  my  name,  there  am  I." 

The  penitentiary  to  which  thete  females  are  now  removed  and  fol- 
lowed by  their  Sabbath  school  teachers,  is  the  place  where  the  jail  fe- 
ver has  made  such  dreadful  ravages,  carrying  off  prisoners,  keepers, 
physicians,  and  benevolent  friends,  Vv'ho  visited  the  prisoners  in 
mercy;  but  the  place  has  been  thoroughly  cleansed,  and  the  great 
body  of  its  former  inmates  are  removed  to  Blackwell's  Island  ;  so  that 
there  is  little  or  no  reason  to  fear,  that  the  penitentiary  at  Bellevue 
v/ill  soon,  if  ever  again,  become  a  place  for  the  ravages  of  this  dread- 
ful disease.  It  is  in  contemplation  to  use  it  for  a  time  only,  till  other 
and  better  provision  can  be  made  for  female  convicts.  The  State 
authorized  the  commissioners  of  the  Legislature  to  furnish  a  plan, 
and  estimate  of  the  expense,  of  a  new  prison  for  that  part  of  them 
who  belong  to  the  State ;  and  the  city  has  it  in  contemplation  to 
make  suitable  provision,  either  at  Bellevue  or  Blackwell's  Island,  for 
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those  in  the  city  and  county  of  New  York ;  so  that  from  the  analogy 
of  past  improvements  in  New  York,  we  may  expect  to  see  an  estab- 
lishment for  female  convicts  there,  which  shall  not  suffer  by  compari- 
son with  the  prisons  at  Auburn  and  Sing  Sing,  for  males,  or  with 
the  house  of  refuge  in  New  York  for  the  reformation  of  juvenile 
delinquents. 

New  Establishment  on  BlackweWs  Island. — The  city  has  purchased 
Blackwell's  Island,  containing  about  one  hundred  acres  of  land,  situat- 
ed in  the  East  River,  about  four  miles  from  the  City  Hall,  and  has 
already  erected  a  building,  which  was  commenced  last  autumn,  for 
the  reception  of  240  men  from  the  old  penitentiary  at  Bellevue.  This 
building  is  on  the  general  plan  of  the  new  prison  at  Wcthersfield, 
and  it  is  now  proposed  to  extend  it  on  the  same  plan,  so  that  it  shall 
admit  of  the  separation  at  night  of  at  least  500  of  the  vicious  poor  from 
the  alms  house.  The  expense  of  the  part  already  erected  has  been  only 
824,000 ;  and  it  is  located  very  near  inexhaustible  quarries  of  stone, 
which,  for  many  years,  have  furnished  a  profitable  business  to  the 
flimily  who  formerly  ov/ned  the  island,  and  conducted  the  business 
by  hired  servants.  Here,  then,  these  drunken,  vicious  poor,  from  the 
city,  v.ill  be  provided  for,  in  a  building  admitting  of  separation  and 
control,  on  an  island  secure  from  escape,  and  amidst  valuable  quar- 
ries of  stone,  which  will  furnish  them  with  hard,  healthy  and  profitable 
labor.  Already  about  two  hundred  have  been  removed  from  Bellevue, 
and  employed  in  erecting  the  new  buildings  for  their  own  accommo- 
dation. Here,  too,  a  Sabbath  school  has  been  established  among 
the  convicts,  by  some  pious  men,  who  were  employed  in  the  superin- 
tendence of  the  work.  In  the  old  age  and  feeble  health  of  the  Rev. 
Mr.  Stanford,  the  chaplain  to  the  humane  and  criminal  institutions 
in  New  York,  he  has  not  been  able  frequently  to  go  to  the  island^ 
and  this  Sabbath  school  has  furnished  all,  or  nearly  all,  the  means  of 
grace  enjoyed  by  the  convicts.  When  the  buildings  shall  be  com- 
pleted, on  the  plan  which  has  been  proposed,  and  the  number  of 
persons  removed  to  them  shall  be  five  hundred  or  more,  we  look  to 
Blackwell's  Island  as  an  important  station  for  a  resident  chaplain,  of 
similar  qualifications  to  those  at  Charlestown,  Auburn  and  Sing  Sing — 
so  that  not  only  the  Sabbath  school,  but  the  public  worship,  the 
morning  and  evening  prayers,  the  form  of  religion  at  meals,  the 
pungent  personal  conversation,  shall  have  their  efficacy  tried  on  the 
vicious  and  criminal  population  of  New  York.  The  residence  will 
be  delightful ;  the  buildings  adapted  to  moral  discipline  and  religious 
instruction ;  and  the  results,  with  the  application  of  the  same  means, 
as  reformatory,  no  doubt,  as  at  Auburn  and  Wcthersfield. 

New  Prison  for  Females  in  the  State  of  New  York. — It  is  yet  un- 
certain, where  the  female  prison  for  the  State,  and  the  city  and  county 
of  New  York,  will  be  located.  The  commissioners  of  the  Legislature, 
concerning  that  for  the  State,  suggest  in  their  last  report  to  the  Legis- 
lature the  importance  of  its  being  (if  disconnected  with  either  the 
prisons  at  Auburn  or  Sing  Sing)  in  some  central  situation.  The 
plan  of  building,  which  they  submitted  to  the  Legislature,  corresponds 
with  the  principles  of  the  improved  prison  discipline,  and  if  it  shall 
be  well  located,  furnished  with  a  wise  and  pious  matron,  and  an  active 
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pious  ladies'  visiting  committee,  under  the  general  supervision  of  such 
men  as  the  commissioners  themselves,  there  can  be  no  doubt  of  its 
doing  the  same  as  has  been  done  elsewhere  by  the  application  of 
similar  means.  The  female  prison  for  the  city  of  New  York  will 
never  be  what  it  ought  to  be,  in  the  old  penitentiary  connected  with 
the  alms  house  at  Bellevue.  There  are  physical  disadvantages  con- 
nected with  that  building,  so  that  no  patience,  economy,  wisdom, 
piety  or  faith,  can  accomplish  as  much,  as  in  a  building  on  the 
plan  of  that  submitted  to  the  Legislature  by  the  commissioners.  We 
therefore  hope  that  our  friends  on  the  building  committee  of  the 
city  government  in  New  York,  will  not  be  weary  till  Blackwell's 
Island,  or  some  part  of  it,  shall  be  improved  with  such  a  building. 
From  past  experience  there  is  no  doubt,  that  with  such  a  building, 
under  the  care  of  a  pious  matron,  the  class  of  females  of  whom  we 
speak,  can  earn,  in  the  vicinity  of  Nev/  York,  from  10  to  15  cents 
per  day,  and  the  w^hole  expense  of  supporting  the  men  at  Weth- 
ersfield,  is  not  14  cents  per  day.  On  the  score  of  economy,  there- 
fore, it  should  be  done.     Much  more  on  the  score  of  morals. 

House  of  Refuge  in  Neio  York  City. — The  house  of  refuge  in  New 
York  has  received  to  its  parental  care,  instruction,  employment, 
and  discipline  during  the  last  year,  one  hundred  and  fifty-nine  subjects. 
There  were  in  the  institution  at  the  commencement  of  the  year,  one 
hundred  and  sixty-one  ;  returned  seventeen ;  making  the  whole  num- 
ber, who  received  the  benefit  of  it  during  the  year,  337.  Of  this 
number,  one  hundred  and  forty-eight  were  apprenticed,  to  respectable 
farmers  and  mechanics,  generally  in  the  country,  at  a  distance  from 
their  former  associates ;  making  the  whole  number  rescued  from  the 
haunts  of  vice,  and  apprenticed  after  being  subject  to  the  discipline 
and  instruction  of  the  house,  jToz^r  hundred  and  forty . 

Improved  Discipline  of  the  House  of  Refuge  in  Neio  York. — The 
discipline  of  this  institution  is  much  improved  since  the  last  year. 
This  is  seen  particularly  in  the  day  school  and  Sabbath  school.  The 
health  remains,  wonderful  as  it  was.  There  was  no  death  during  the 
last  year  ;  and  there  has  been  but  one,  during  the  four  years  of  its 
existence,  and  that  was  from  an  unnatural  cause.  This  fact,  in  regard 
to  health,  should  be  taken  in  connexion  with  the  fact,  that  the  whole 
number  received  into  the  house  in  four  years  has  been  553,  and  the 
average  number  of  inmates  during  the  last  three  years  has  been  158, 
and  at  the  close  of  the  first  year,  56.  Not  a  death  among  so  great  a 
number  from  a  natural  cause  in  four  years !  ! 

The  employment  of  the  children  is  very  productive  of  profit,  as  well 
as  health.  One  hundred  and  twenty  boys,  from  the  ages  of  6  to  19, 
are  hired  to  contractors  during  their  working  hours,  for  12^  cents  per 
day,  which  varies  but  a  fraction  from  the  whole  expense  of  supporting 
the  convicts  in  the  Connecticut  state  prison. 

The  moral  discipline  and  instruction,  as  seen  in  the  Sabbath  school, 
in  the  chapel  at  public  worship,  at  the  morning  and  evening  devotions, 
and  at  meal  time,  is  the  most  interesting  part  to  a  Christian. 

The  reformatory  effects  are  encouraging.  Out  of  440  apprenticed, 
less  than  twenty  are  out  of  place,  and  have  failed  to  answer  the  fond 
expectations  of  their  benefactors. 
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The  effects  on  the  tribunals  of  justice,  which  take  cognizance  of 
this  class  of  offenders  in  the  city  of  New  York,  is  equally  encouraging. 
The  managers  say  in  their  last  report,  "  previously  to  the  establish- 
ment of  the  house  of  refuge,  there  were  more  than  500  young  persons 
annually  committed  in  the  city  of  New  York,  either  as  criminals  or 
vagrants;  now  the  officers  of  justice  do  not  find  half  that  number." 

Bridewell  and  Debtors'  Jail  in  New  York  City,  disgraceful  nuisan- 
ces.— The  Bridewell  in  the  city  of  New  York,  and  the  debtors'  jail 
remain,  within  a  stone's  throw  of  the  city  hall,  the  same  disgraceful 
nuisances,  as  they  have  been  long  represented  to  no  purpose.  We 
say  to  no  purpose :  there  is  some  talk  of  a  reform. 

State  Prison  at  Lamherton,  N.  J. — In  New  Jersey,  the  laws  con- 
cerning the  state  prison  were  revised  at  the  last  session  of  the  Legis- 
lature, and,  among  other  provisions  of  the  new  lav/,  one  was  adopted 
authorizing  the  payment  of  8150  annually,  from  the  state  treasury, 
towards  the  support  of  a  permanent  chaplain  in  the  prison  at  Lamber- 
ton.  This  is  about  the  sum  which  this  Society  has  appropriated  for 
the  same  purpose  for  two  years  past,  from  which  therefore  the  Society 
is  now  relieved. 

Present  state  of  the  New  Penitentiary  in  Philadelphia. — In  Penn- 
sylvania, the  criminal  law  has  been  revised  in  part ;  so  as  to  adapt  it 
to  the  new  penitentiaries  at  Pittsburg  and  Philadelphia,  for  the  pun- 
ishment of  the  higher  crimes.  This  new  law  punishes  those  crimes, 
which  are  generally  punished  with  death  in  New  England,  with  not 
less  than  2  nor  more  than  12  years.  An  abstract  of  imprisonment  we 
have  prepared,  and  shall  present  in  the  Report. — No  crime,  except 
murder  in  the  first  degree,  is  punished  with  death.  The  new  law 
contemplates  solitary  confinement,  not,  hov/ever,  unmitigated  by  labor 
and  instruction,  for  all  the  crimes  mentioned  in  it.  The  law  provides 
for  the  introduction  of  labor,  in  the  new  prison  in  Philadelphia,  which 
is  contrary  to  the  original  plan,  and  makes  an  appropriation  to  enable 
the  inspectors  at  Pittsburg  to  make  such  alterations  in  the  new  prison 
there,  as  to  enable  them  to  introduce  labor.  The  law  also  provides 
for  a  religious  teacher  in  the  new  prison  in  Philadelphia ;  so  that  in 
the  only  State,  where  we  had  reason  to  apprehend,  that  the  system 
of  punishment  by  solitary  confinement,  unmitigated  by  labor  or  in- 
struction, would  be  introduced,  does  not  find  many  advocates  even 
there.  Whether  the  Pennsylvania  system  with  these  modifications  will 
bear  the  test  of  experience,  is  now  to  be  proved.  The  Legisla- 
ture have  arrested  the  new  building  in  Philadelphia,  till  the  trial  shall 
have  been  had ;  and  made  no  appropriation,  except  to  enable  the 
commissioners  to  make  the  experiment  in  one  hundred  cells  already 
built. 

Criminal  Law  in  Dtlaioarc. — In  Delaware,  there  is  no  penitentiary, 
and  the  criminal  code  is  in  many  respects  similar  to  that  in  Rhode 
Island.  Seven  crimes  are  punished  with  death.  There  is  a  strange 
provision  to  the  penalty,  however,  in  case  of  manslaughter.  A  person 
convicted  of  this  crime  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  felony,  and  shall 
suffer  death ;  "  provided,  however,  that  the  person  so  convicted  shall, 
forthwith  after  such  conviction,  pray  of  the  justices  in  open  court  the 
benefit  of  this  act ;  then  the  court  shall  order,  that  the  person  so  con- 
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victed  shall  pay  a  fine  not  less  than  8200,  nor  more  than  $3,000,  and 
suffer  imprisonment  not  exceeding  two  years." 

Again,  manslaughter  in  the  second  degree  is  punishable  with 
death;  but  the  penalty  has  the  same  provision,  except  that  it  dimin- 
ishes the  fine  and  term  of  imprisonment  one  half. 

There  are  twenty-one  other  crimes,  the  penalty  of  which  are,  fine, 
sitting  in  the  pillory,  imprisonmnent,  21,  39,  or  60  (as  the  case  may  be) 
lashes  well  laid  on,  and  afterwards  sold  for  service,  4,  7,  or  14  years. 
In  some  cases  there  is  added  to  these  punishments  the  wearing  of  a 
large  letter  on  the  back,  between  the  shoulders  ;  and  while  these  things 
are  so,  there  is  another  crime  against  the  peace  and  happiness  of  fami- 
lies, which  by  many  wise  and  good  men  is  considered  worthy  of  death, 
which  is  liable  to  a  fine  of  $100  ;  and  still  another,  for  which  there  is 
no  penalty  at  all.  An  abstract  of  the  criminal  laws  of  Delaware,  which 
is  prepared  for  this  report,  is  a  curious  specimen  of  the  perfection  of 
reason. 

House  of  Refuge  in  Philadelphia. — The  house  of  refuge  in  Phila- 
delphia is  finished,  and  was  in  successful  operation  in  April,  with 
about  70  inmates.  The  managers  appear  to  have  been  successful 
in  the  selection  of  a  superintendent,  who  is  a  physician,  a  skilful 
teacher,  a  disciplinarian,  and  a  pious  man.  A  good  beginning  has 
been  made,  and  already  the  civil  officers  connected  with  the  criminal 
courts  are  testifying,  in  the  public  papers,  under  their  own  signatures, 
to  the  effect  of  the  house  of  refuge  in  diminishing  the  number  of  cases 
of  prosecution  among  juvenile  delinquents. 

Meeting  to  establish  a  House  of  Refuge  in  Baltimore. — In  Balti- 
more, a  meeting  has  recently  been  held  in  the  council  chamber, 
Judge  Bruce  in  the  chair,  on  the  subject  of  establishing  a  house  of 
refuge  in  that  city,  and  a  committee  of  five  appointed,  of  whom 
Mr.  Hoffman,  Mr.  Fridge,  and  Mr.  Finley  are  members,  to  report  at 
an  adjourned  meeting. 

Prospects  of  the  Maryland  Penitentiary. — The  penitentiary  in 
Baltimore  is  the  most  productive  establishment  of  the  kind  in  this 
country.  The  earnings  of  the  convicts  exceeded  the  expenses  of 
the  establishment  during  the  year  ending  30th  Nov.  1828,  $9,804  76, 
besides  $3,522  36  paid  on  account  of  loans.  The  earnings  of  the 
female  department,  with  about  40  inmates,  under  the  direction  of  its 
worthy  matron,  have  exceeded  the  expenses  of  the  same,  $1,335  71. 
The  net  proceeds  in  the  Baltimore  penitentiary,  in  comparison  with 
those  of  the  new  prison  in  Connecticut,  are  in  proportion  to  the  num- 
ber of  convicts  nearly.  In  Baltimore,  359  convicts  produce  $9,804, 
in  Connecticut,  one  hundred  and  twenty  convicts  produce  $3,229. 
This  is  no  nev/  thing  in  Baltimore.  During  the  five  successive  years 
in  which  Joseph  Owen  has  been  the  keeper,  the  earnings  have  greatly 
exceeded  the  expenses;  so  that  the  penitentiary  has  now  an  active 
capital,  principally  the  proceeds  of  its  own  earnings,  of  $76,927  06. 

The  discipline  of  this  institution,  however,  except  while  the  men 
are  at  work,  is  defective.  This  is  felt  by  the  keeper,  as  much  as  it 
can  be  by  any  one ;  and  he  is  looking  forward  to  the  completion  of  the 
new  building  for  separate  confinement  at  night,  as  the  time  when 
there  shall  be  a  great  improvement  in  the  discipline. 
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This  building  is  erected  on  a  plan  suggested  by  an  agent  of  the 
Prison  Discipline  Society.  The  building  committee,  after  raakmg  this 
acknowledgment,  in  a  late  communication  to  the  Executive,  say,  it 
possesses  many  advantages  over  the  original  design.  Small  galleries 
are  substituted,  in  the  upper  stories,  in  front  of  each  range  of  cells 
for  floors  ;  leaving  on  either  side  of  the  centre  space,  four  stories  ot 
cells  This  enables  the  guard,  in  the  lower  story,  to  observe  at  the 
same  time,  the  door  of  every  cell.  Light  and  heat  maybe  applied 
with  a  considerable  saving  of  expense,  and  ventilation  will  encounter 
no  obstruction."  The  committee,  who  make  this  report  to  the  Execu- 
tive   are  George  Kyser,  Thomas  Shepherd  and  James  Mosher. 

When  this  building  is  completed,  which  will  probably  be  in  August, 
the  keeper  is  making  arrangements  for  a  Sabbath  school,  to  be  taught 
by  himself,  with  the  assistance  of  pious  teachers  from  the  city.  He 
is  also,  contemplating  more  vigorous  and  systematic  instruction  tor 
the  other  hours  of  the  Sabbath,  and  morning  and  evening  prayers, 
with  the  reading  of  the  scriptures  during  every  day  in  the  week.  1<  or 
all  these  purposes  the  area  between  the  cells  furnishes  light,  airy,  sate, 
convenient,  and  very  pleasant  accommodations.  In  Baltimore,  then, 
very  soon,  there  is  a  prospect  of  having  a  penitentiary  of  very  superior, 
if  not  unrivalled  character.  ,    ., ,.       •  r 

Neio  Penitentiary  in  Washington,  D.  C— This  building  is  now  fin- 
ished, in  an  economical  and  substantial  manner,  on  the  general  plan 
of  the  prison  at  Auburn ;  but  is  not  yet  occupied. 


CRIMINAL  LAW. 

Having  thus  looked  at  the  interests  of  several  of  the  States  in 
regard  to  Prison  Discipline,  we  present,  as  proposed,  an  abstract  of  the 
Criminal  Law  of  some  of  the  United  States,  with  general  remarks  on 
the  same. 

MAINE. 

Treason.    Penalty,  Death, 

Concealment  of  treason.     Imprisonment  not  less  than  two,  nor  more  than  fave  years. 

Murder,  or  being  accessarij  Uiereto  before  the  fad.  Shall  suffer  death  3  body  may  be  dclivereU 
to  the  surgeons  for  dissection.  a    *    y,    A 

Accessaries  after  the  fact.  Imprisonment  not  exceeding  six  months  >  and  afterwards  to  nara 
labor  not  exceeding  ten  years.  1      1  1  v.  k    fi  «» 

Manslavghier.  Six  months  solitary,  and  not  exceeding  ten  years  to  hard  labor;  or  Dy  nne 
not  exceeding  ^1,000.  , 

Maiming,  or  being  accessanj  thereto.  Solitary  imprisonment  not  exceedmg  one  year ;  ana 
imprisonment  to  hard  labor  or  in  the  county  jail  not  exceeding  ten  years. 

Assault,  loith  intent  to  murder,  or  being  accessarij  thereto.  Solitary  mipnsonmcnt  not  exceea- 
ing  one  year ;  and  afterwards  to  hard  labor  not  exceeding  tv/enty  years. 

AssauU,  n-ith  intent  to  maim,  or  being  accessary.  Solitary  imprisonment  not  exceedmg  six 
months ;  and  to  hard  labor  or  to  the  county  jail  not  exceeding  four  years. 

Fighting  a  duel,  giving  a  challenge,  or  acting  as  a  second.  Punished  as  a  lelonious  assamier, 
and  disqualified  for  twenty  years  from  holding  any  office  under  the  state  government. 

Accepting  a  challenge.  Imprisonment  in  the  common  jail  not  exceedmg  one  year,  ana  irom 
holding  any  office  for  five  years.  ,.       (S^(Y) 

Concealing  pregnancy,  or  being  delivered  of  a  bastard  secretly.  A  fine  not  cxcceamg  ^jiw, 
or  three  months  imprisonment.  .        .  ^ .  -v^^^pHino- 

Endeavoring  to  conceal  the  death  of  such  a  child.  Solitary  imprisonment  no.  exceeaiug 
three  months  ;  and  hard  labor  not  exceeding  five  years. 

Rape,  or  being  accessary  thereto  before  the  fact.     Death.  ,  ,  ,      » 

Accessai-ies  after  the  fact.  Solitary  imprisonment  not  exceeding  three  montns,  ana  naru 
labor  not  exceeding  ten  years.  ,.       .,   ^„  Tnnnih<j  • 

Assault,  iciih  intent  to  commU  rape.  Solitary  imprisonment  not  exceeding  tHree  monuib, 
and  hard  labor  not  exceeding  ten  years. 
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Assault,  with  intent  to  commit  rape  on  a  child  binder  ten  years  of  age.  Solitary  imprisonment 
not  exceeding  four  months ;  and  hard  labor  for  a  term  of  years  or  for  life. 

Burning  dwelling  house  in  the  night  ti.-^ie,  or  being'^accessary  thereto.     Death. 

Burning  dwelling  house  vi  the  day  time,  or  burning  public  buildings,  or  stores,  barns,  ^'C.  in 
the  night,  or  being  accessary  before  Vie  fact.  Solitary  imprisonment  )iot  exceeding  one  year ; 
and  hard  labor  afterwards  for  life. 

Burning  such  buildings  in  day  time.  Solitary  confinement  not  exceeding  one  year ;  and 
to  labor  not  exceeding  ten  years. 

Burning  corn,  hay,  fences,  lumber,  killing,  tvounding,  disfguring  cattle,  horses,  sheep.  Soli- 
tary imprisonment  not  exceeding  six  months  3  and  hard  labor  afterwards  not  exceeding  three 
years,  or  by  fine  not  exceeding  ,'*}oOO ;  and  imprisonment  in  the  common  jail  not  exceeding 
one  year. 

Accessai-ies  after  the  fact.  Solitary  imprisonment  not  exceeding  one  month ;  and  confinement 
afterwards  not  exceeding  five  years  5  or  by  a  fine  not  exceeding  |j  1,000  3  and  by  imprisonment 
in  the  common  jail  not  exceeding  one  3'ear. 

Setting  f  re  to  ivoods  icithout  leave.     Fine,  10  dollars. 

Sodomy  and  Bestiality.  Solitary  imprisonment  not  exceeding  one  year  3  and  imprisonment 
at  hard  labor  not  exceeding  ten  years. 

Burglary,  or  being  accessary  thereto  before  the  fact,  ichen  the  offender  is  armed  with  a  dan- 
gerous iceapon,  or  makes  an  assault.     Shall  suffer  the  punishment  of  death. 

When  not  so  armed,  and  commits  no  assault,  or  is  accessary  thereto  before  the  fact.  Solitary 
imprisonment  not  exceeding  two  years  5  and  afterwards  to  hard  labor  for  life. 

Accessary  after  the  fact.  Solitary  imprisonment  not  exceeding  three  months  3  and  to  hard 
labor  not  exceeding  ten  years. 

When  the  offender  enters  without  breaking,  with  such  intent,  or  in  the  day  time  by  breaking, 
and  accessaries  before  the  fact.  Solitary  imprisonment  not  exceeding  six  months  3  and  to  hard 
labor  not  exceeding  three  years  3  or  by  a  fine  not  exceeding  ^5003  and  imprisonment  not  ex- 
ceeding three  years. 

Larceny  not  exceeding  %b.  Jurisdiction  before  a  justice  3  punishment,  fine  not  exceeding  %b, 
and  imprisonment  not  exceeding  twenty  days. 

Simple  larceny  not  exceeding  ^100.  Solitary  imprisonment  not  exceeding  six  months  3  and 
to  labor  and  imprisonment  afterwards  noi  exceeding  one  year. 

Exceeding  ^100.  Solitary  imprisonment  not  exceeding  one  year  5  to  hard  labor  afterwards 
for  a  term  not  exceeding  three  years. 

Larceny,  second  conviction,  or  conviction  of  three  distinct  larcenies  at  tlie  same  court.  Solitary 
imprisonment  not  exceeding  one  year  3  and  afterwards  to  hard  labor  not  less  than  three  nor 
more  than  fifteen  3'ears. 

Breaking  and  entering  shop,  icare-hcuse,  or  office  in  night  time.  Solitary,  not  exceeding  one 
year  3  hard  labor  afterwards  not  exceeding  fifteen  years. 

Entering  dwelling  house,  S^c.  in  the  niglvt  tvithoid  breaking,  or  in  day  time  breaking  and  en- 
tering. Solitary,  not  exceeding  one  year  3  confinement  to  hard  labor  afterwards  not  exceeding 
ten  years. 

Larceny  in  dwelling  house,  shop,  office,  8fC.  in  day  time,  or  breaking  and  entering  in  the  night 
a  church,  or  other  public  building,  or  store,  barn,  c^'C.  Solitary,  not  more  than  six  months ;  after- 
wards to  hard  labor  not  more  than  five  years. 

Robbery,  tiihen  the  offender  is  not  armed  with  a  dangerous  weapon,  nor  intends  to  kill.  Soli- 
tary, not  exceeding  two  years  3  and  afterwards  hard  labor  for  life. 

Robbery,  when  the  offender  is  armed,  S^^c.  and  intends  to  kill.     Death. 

Assault,  with  intent  to  rob,  offender  being  ai-med.  Solitary  not  more  than  one  year  3  and 
confinement  to  hard  labor  afterwards  not  more  tlian  twentv  years. 

Any  oilier  larceny  from  PKRSON.  Solhary,  not  more  tfiau  one  year  3  and  confinement  to 
labor,  not  more  tlian  five,  afterward. 

Assault,  ivilh  violeiwe  or  dangerous  iceapon,  with  intent  to  steal.  Solitary,  not  more  than  one 
year,  afterwards  to  labor  not  more  than  ten  years. 

Accessaries  to  robbery  or  larceny,  after  the  fact.  Solitary,  not  more  than  six  months,  and 
confinement  to  hard  labor  afterwards  not  more  than  three  years  3  or  by  fine  not  exceeding  ^500  3 
and  imprisonment  in  common  jail  not  more  than  three  years  3  or  either  of  them. 

Second  conviction  as  a  receiver  of  stolen  goods,  or  conviction  on  three  hullctments  at  the  same 
court  of  three  distinct  offences  of  the  same  kind.  Solitary,  not  more  than  one  year  3  and  con- 
finement to  labor  afterwards,  not  less  than  three  nor  more  than  ten  years.  Passed  Febmary 
28,  1821,  and  March  19,  1821.     1  vol.  Laws  of  Maine,    p.  52. 

Blasphemy.  Solitary,  not  more  than  three  months  5  and  confinement  to  hard  labor  not  more 
than  five  years.     1  vol.' Laws  of  Maine.     Passed  February  24,  1821.    p.  71. 

Adnhenj.  Solitary  imprisonment  for  a  term  not  exceeding  three  months,  and  confinement 
to  hard  labor  not  more  than  five  years. 

Bigamy.     Same  as  adultery. 

Fornication.  Imprisonment  in  common  jail  not  less  than  ten  nor  more  than  sixty  days  3  or 
fine  not  less  than  ^20  nor  more  than  5 100.     February  28, 1821. 

Forgery  of  puJ)lic  records,  ceiiificates  and  private  securities.  Solitary,  not  exceeding  six 
months  3  and  afterwards  to  hard  labor  not  less  than  two  nor  more  than  ten  years. 

Forging  bills  of  credit,  bank  bills,  Sfc.  Solitary',  not  exceeding  one  year,  and  confine- 
ment afterwards  to  hard  labor  for  life. 

Uttering  or  tendering  in  payment  false  bills,  notes,  ^c.  knowing  them  to  be  such.     Solitary, 
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not  exceeding  thirty  days ;  and  to  labor  not  exceeding  three  years  ;  or  by  fine  not  exceeding 
Jgfl,000  J  and  binding  to  good  behavior  for  two  years. 

Second  conviction  for  the  same,  or  conviction  on  three  several  indictments  at  the  same  court. 
Solitary,  not  more  than  one  year;  and  labor  after,  not  less  than  two  n(^r  more  than  ten  years. 

Having  in  possession  or  bringing  into  the  Stale  counterfeit  bank  bills,  jcith  intent  to  pass. 
Solitary,  not  more  than  three  months  ;  and  hard  labor  not  more  than  three  years ;  or  by  fine 
not  exceeding  ^1,000  ;  and  imprisonment  in  common  jail  not  more  than  one  year. 

Engraving  or  making  plates,  press,  ^'C.  for  forging,  or  possessing  sucli  plates,  (S«c.  vith  intent 
to  use.  Solitary,  not  exceeding  three  montns ;  and  labor  aJlerwards  not  exceeding  three 
years;  or  by  fine  not  exceeding  ^oOO,  and  imprisonment  in  common  jail  not  exceeding 
one  year. 

Forging  gold  or  sih-er  coin,  or  hioicingly  aiding  in  passing  it.  Solitary,  not  exceedin"-  one 
year,  and  hard  labor  after,  for  life. 

Bringing  into  the  State,  or  haiing  in  possession  rcith  intent  to  pass,  such  false  coin.  Solitary, 
not  over  three  months  ;  and  hard  labor  not  more  than  three  years;  or  by  fine  not  exceedii";^ 
51>000,  and  binding  to  good  behavior  lor  two  }ears. 

Second  conviction,  or  convicted  on  three  several  indictm€7its  at  the  same  term  of  amj  court. 
Solitary,  not  more  than  one  year ;  and  hard  labor  not  less  than  two  nor  more  than  ten  years. 

Making,  mending,  possessing  any  mould  or  engine  for  covmig  metals,  or  permitting  such 
mould,  Sfc.  to  be  used.  Solitary,  not  more  than  three  months ;  and  labor  afterwards,  not  more 
than  tliree  years;  or  by  fine  not  exceeding  S^^f  ^"^  imprisonment  in  common  jail  not  more 
than  one  year.     Februanj  19,  1821. 

Perjury.  Solitary,  not  exceeding  three  months  ;  and  hard  labor  not  less  than  two  nor  more 
than  fifteen  years. 

Suboi-natian  of  perjury.     Same  as  perjury. 

Corrupt  endeavor  to  procure  tlie  co7nmission  of  perjury.  Solitary,  not  less  thcin  two  months  ; 
and  hard  labor  not  exceeding  five  years.     Febi-uary  27,  1821. 

Cheating  by  false  pretences.  Fine,  not  less  than  5"^).  nor  more  than  ^400  ;  or  confinement 
to  hard  labor  for  a  term  not  exceeding  seven  years.     February  14, 1821. 

Wilfully  destroying  a  vessel  or  causing  it  to  be  done.  Lnprisonment  for  life,  or  for  a  term 
not  less  than  five  years.     Februanj  27,  1821. 

Digging  up  or" removing  dead  bodies,  or  for  concealing  such  bodies  ichen  dug  up.  Imprison- 
ment not  more  than  one  year  ;  or  fine  not  exceeding  ^1,000.     March  10,  1821. 

Riot.  Solitary,  not  more  than  one  year ;  aftenvards  to  hard  labor  not  more  tlian  one  year ; 
or  fine  not  exceecling  ^500 ;  any  or  all  of  said  punishments.     March  5,  1821. 

Imprisonment  for  debt.    Damages  must  exceed  $5. 

NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 

Treason.     Death. 

Misprision  of  treason.  Imprisonment  not  exceeding  seven  years  ;  and  a  fine  not  exceed- 
ing £500. 

Mwder.     Death. 

Concealment  of  the  death  of  a  bastard  child.  Shall  be  set  on  tlie  gallows  one  hour;  and  may 
be  imprisoned  not  more  than  two  years ;  or,  instead  of  sitting  on  gallows,  may  be  fined  not 
exceeding  £300. 

Sodomy.  Solitary,  not  more  than  six  months ;  and  afterwards  confinement  to  hard  labor, 
not  less  than  one  nor  more  than  ten  years. 

Burglary,  or  breaking  into  dwelling  house  in  the  night  time,  with  intent  to  commit  felony. 
Solitary,  not  more  than  six  months ;  and  hard  labor  for  life. 

Breaking  and  entering  any  office,  bank,  SfC.  in  the  night.  Confinement  to  hard  labor,  net 
less  than  three  nor  more  than  ten  years. 

Entering  in  tlie  night  without  breaking,  or  in  the  day  time  icith  breaking,  with  intent  to  com- 
mit felony.     Confinement  to  hard  labor,  not  less  than  two  nor  more  than  seven  years. 

Kobbery.     Solitary,  not  more  than  six  months  ;  and  afterwards,  hard  labor  for  life. 

Manslaughter.  Solitary,  not  more  than  six  months ;  and  confinement  after  to  labor  not  less 
time  than  one  year,*  or  for  life. 

Rape.     Solitary,  not  less  than  six  months ;  and  afterwards  to  labor  for  life. 

Mayhem.  Solitary,  not  less  than  six  months;  and  to  labor  after,  not  less  than  one  year  nor 
more  than  twenty  years. 

Assault  ivith  intent  to  murder.  Solitary,  not  more  than  six  montlis ;  and  to  labor  not  less 
than  one  year  nor  more  than  ten  years. 

Arson.     Solitary,  not  more  than  six  months  ;  and  labor  for  life. 

Burning  any  public  building,  store,  shop,  8fC.  Solitary,  not  more  than  six  months  ;  and 
labor  not  less  than  two  nor  more  than  twenty  years. 

Burning  any  stack  of  corn,  hay,  lumber,  ^'c.  Confinement  to  hard  labor,  not  less  than  one 
year  nor  more  than  three  years ;  or  by  fine,  not  exceeding  ^1,000;  and  imprisonment  in  com- 
mon jail  not  longer  than  one  year. 

Killing  and  maiming  cattle,  icith  intent  to  injure  the.  oumer.  Hard  labor,  not  less  than  one 
nor  more  than  three  years  ;  or  by  fine,  not  exceeding  ^1,000 ;  and  by  imprisonment  in  common 
jail  not  exceeding  one  year. 

*  Since  altered  to  two  years.    June  26, 1825. 
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Killing  and  maiming  catlle.  Fine,  not  exceeding  ^100  5  or  by  imprisonment  in  common 
jail  not  longer  than  ninety  days. 

Forgery.  Solitary,  not  longer  than  six  months ;  and  labor  not  less  than  five  nor  more  than 
twenty  years. 

Passing  forged  notes,  Sfc.  Solitary,  not  more  than  four  months }  labor  not  less  than  two 
nor  more  than  four  years. 

Bringing  into  ifie  State,  or  having  in  possession  counterfeit  bills,  with  intent  to  pass  them. 
Solitary,  not  more  than  four  months  5  labor  not  less  than  two  nor  more  than  five  years. 

Making  or  having  in  possession,  plates,  S^k.  witli  intent  to  make  counterfeit  bank  bilb,  SfC. 
Solitary,  not  more  than  four  months  ;  and  labor  not  less  than  two  nor  more  than  five  years. 

Forgerij  of  records,  judicial  prcceedijigs,  obligations,  promissorij  notes,  c^c.  Solitary,  not 
more  than  six  months  ;'  labor  not  less  than  three  nor  more  than  seven  years. 

Counterfeiting  coin.  Solitary,  not  more  than  six  months  3  labor  not  less  than  four  nor  more 
than  ten  years. 

Passing  counterfeit  coin.  Solitary,  not  more  than  four  months  ;  labor  not  less  tlian  two  nor 
more  than  five  years. 

Bringing  into  the  State,  or  having  counterfeit  coin,  with  intent  to  pass.  Solitary,  not  more 
than  four  months;  labor  not  less  than  two,  nor  more  than  five  years. 

Making  and  having  vi  possession  any  tool,  for  counterfeiting  coin,  with  intent  to  make  false 
coin.     Solitary,  not  exceeding  four  months ;  labor  not  less  than  two  nor  more  than  five  years. 

Perjury.  Solitary,  not  more  than  four  months ;  labor  not  less  tlian  two  nor  more  than 
five  years. 

Subornation  of  Perjury.     Same  as  perjury. 

Stealing  to  the  amount  of  ^20 ;  or  charters,  deeds,  SfC. ;  or  stealing  any  bond,  promissory 
note,  i>i»c.  amounting  to  ^20.     Hard  labor  not  less  than  two  nor  more  than  five  3'ears. 

Stealing,  amount  less  than  ^'20.  Imprisonment  in  common  jail  not  less  than  one  month,  nor 
more  than  one  year  5  and  by  fine  not  exceeding  ^100. 

Larceny  in  dwelling  house.     Hard  labor  r.ot  less  than  two  nor  mere  than  ten  years. 

Larceny  in  shop,  vessel,  4'C.     Hard  labor  not  less  than  one  yeer  nor  more  than  seven  years. 

Larceny  from  the  person.     Hard  labor  not  less  than  three  nor  more  than  seven  years. 

Stealing  any  horse,  cattle,  or  sheep.     Hard  labor  not  less  than  three  nor  more  than  seven  years. 

Receiving,  or  concealing  stolen  goods.     Same  as  the  person  stealing  the  same. 

Second  conviction.     Double  the  term  of  the  first. 

Third  conviction.     Life.     J-'assed  January  2,  1829.     Chap.  xci.  p.  360. 

Adultery.  Confinement  in  common  jail  not  exceeding  one  year;  by  a  fine  not  exceeding 
^400 ;  and  may  be  required  to  recognise  with  sureties,  for  a  term  of  time  not  exceeding 
five  years  ;  or  by  one  or  more  of  said  pmiishments. 

Polygamy.  Imprisonment  in  the  common  jail  rot  exceeding  two  years ;  by  a  fine  not 
exceeding  ^400 ;  and  may  be  holden  to  recognise  with  sureties  tor  good  behavior  for  a  term 
not  exceeding  five  years  ;  or  by  one  or  more  of  said  punishments. 

Fornication.  Fine  of  ,'j^50  ;  or  confinement  in  the  common  jail  for  a  term  not  exceeding 
six  months. 

Blasphemy.  Fine,  not  exceeding  ^200 ;  and  may  be  holden  to  recognise  with  sureties, 
for  his  good  behavior  for  a  term  not  exceeding  one  year. 

Riot.  Fine,  not  exceeding  ^1,000;  and  imprisonment  in  the  common  jail  not  exceeding 
one  year. 

Imprisonment  for  debt,  sum  prescribed  by  law.     Damages  not  less  tiian  ,^'13  33. 


VERMONT. 

Treason.    Death. 

Misprision  of  treason.  Hard  labor  in  state  prison  not  exceeding  seven  years  and  fine  not 
exceeding  ^2,000  ;  or  either  of  said  punishments. 

Murder.     Death. 

False  witness  affecting  life,  if  life  be  taken.     Death. 

False  loitness  affecting  Ufe,  if  life  be  not  taken.  Same  as  manslaughter. 

Being  privately  delivered  of  a  bastard  child,  and  such  child  being  found  dead ;  where  pre- 
sumptive evidence  shall  appear  that  the  child  zvas  born  alive,  and  its  death  was  procured  by  the 
mother.  Hard  labor  in  state  prison  not  exceeding  three  years ;  and  fined  not  more  than 
^200;  or  either  of  said  punishments. 

Arson,  where  any  person  suffers  death  in  consequence,  or  is  injured  in  his  or  her  body  or 
members.     Death. 

Arson  of  a  dwelling  house,  or  any  other  building,  or  of  stacks  of  com,  hay,  or  grain.  State 
prison  to  hard  labor  not  exceeding  ten  years ;  and  fine  not  exceeding  ^1,000 ;  or  eitlier  of 
said  pmiishments. 

Manslaughter.  State  prison  during  life  ;  or  a  term  of  years  not  less  tlian  seven  ;  and  fined 
not  exceeding  51;C00  ;  oi-  either  of  said  punishments. 

Maiming,  cutting  out  the  tongue,  putting  out  the  eye,  <5*c.  State  prison  for  life ;  or  a  term  of 
years  not  less  than  seven. 

Rape.  State  prison  to  hard  labor  not  exceeding  ten  years ;  and  fined  not  exceeding 
;gfl,000 ;  or  either  of  them. 

Unlaufully  knowing  a  child  under  eleven  years,  with  or  without  lier  tcill.    Same  as  the  above. 


35  FOURTH  REPORT 1829. 

Assaidl  Toith  iiUent  to  ravish.  State  prison  not  exceeding-  seven  years  3  and  fine  not  exceed- 
ing- 5^00 ;  or  eitlier  of  said  punishments. 

Burglary.  Slate  prison  not  exceeding  fifteen  years  5  and  fine  not  exceeding  51;^^5  o'" 
either  of  said  punishments. 

Second  conviction  for  burglary.  Life  in  stale  prison  5  or  for  a  term  of  years  not  less 
than  seven. 

Robbery.     Same  as  burglary. 

Second  conviction  for  robbery.     Same  cis  second  conviction  of  burglary. 

Assault  lo  murder  or  rob.  State  prison  not  exceeding  ten  years  5  and  fine  not  exceeding 
^1,0005  or  cither  of  said  punishments. 

Perjury.  Stale  prison  not  exceeding  ten  years  5  and  fine  not  exceeding  51;000  5  or  cither 
of  said  punishments. 

Suboniaiion  of  Perjury.     Same  as  perjury. 

Forgery.  Hard  labor  in  state  prison  not  more  than  ten  years  5  and  fine  not  exceeding 
^1,000 ;  or  either  of  said  punishments. 

Horse  stealing.     Same  as  forgery. 

Second  conviction  for  horse  stealing.  State  prison  not  exceeding  fifteen  years  5  and  51;000 
line  ;  or  either  cf  said  punishments. 

Blasphemy.  Fine,  not  exceeding  ^200 ;  and  may  be  bound  to  good  behavior  for  a  term 
not  exceeding  one  year. 

^^M//e/2/. "" State  prison  not  exceeding  three  years;  and  fine  not  exceeding  ^1,000;  or 
either  of  said  punishments. 

Pohjgamij.     Same  as  adultery. 

Incest.     Same  as  adultery. 

Teaching  the  art  of  counterfeiting  or  debasing  metals.  Stale  prison  not  exceedmg  three 
years  ;  and  fine  not  exceeding  jjj300  ;  or  either. 

Swindling.     State  prison  not  more  than  three  years  3  emd  fine  not  exceeding  ^300;  or  either. 

Obtaining  goods,  6^'c.  tmder  false  pr-etemes.  Stale  prison  not  exceeding  fiveyeai"Sj  and 
fined  not  more  than  ^300  ;  or  either. 

Counterfeiting  coin.  Slate  prison  not  exceeding  ten  years  5  and  fine  not  exceeding  5 1  ;0C0  3 
or  either. 

Counselling  or  advising  in  forging  coins.  Stale  prison  not  more  than  five  years  3  and  fine 
not  exceeding  ^500  3  or  either. 

Counterfeiting  bank  bills  or  notes.  Slate  prison  not  exceeding  fourteen  years ;  and  fine  not 
exceeding  jjl^CWO  5  or  either. 

Counterjeitvig  hard  money,  orders,  or  orders  on  state  or  county  treasurers,  <^.  Same  as 
counterfeiting  bank  bills.  The  foregoing  passed  Nov.  II,  1818.  Laws  of  Vermont,  p.  252, 
and  onward. 

Theft.    Slate  prison  not  more  than  seven  years  ;  and  fine  not  above  ^500  3  or  eillier. 

Buyers  and  receivers  of  stolen  goods.     Same  as  theft. 

Stealing  fruit  from  any  garden,  orchard,  or  other  enclosure.     Fine,  not  exceeding  ^ICO. 

Impeding  an  officer,  civil  or  military,  in  the  discharge  of  his  duly.  Fine,  not  exceeding 
53003  or  state  prison  not  exceedin"-  three  years  3  or  either.     November  4,  182(5. 

Breaking  jail.  Fine,  not  exceecling  53OO3  and  confinement  in  state  prison  not  exceeding 
three  years. 

Riot.  Fine,  not  exceeding  ^'^100  3  and  imprisonment  not  exceeding  six  months  5  or  cither. 
The  above  passed  Nov.  15,  1821.     Laws  of  Vermont,    p.  265,  and  onward. 

Duelling,  killing  a  person  in  duel.     Death. 

Sending  or  accepting  a  cludlenge  to  fight  duel.  Fine,  not  exceeding  j^  1,000,  nor  less  than 
^50  5  and  ever  after  incapable  of  holding  any  office  of  honor  or  profit  in  the  Slate.  Nov. 
5,  1801.    p.  274,  Laws  of  Vermml. 

Digging  up,  removing,  or  disturbing  the  remains  of  the  dead.  Fine  not  exceeding  ^1,000  3 
or  public  v/liippin<r,  not  more  than  ihirly-nine  stripes  3  or  imprisonment,  not  exceedmg  one 
year  3  or  any  or  all  of  said  punishments.     Febniury  6,  1804..    ]).  275. 

Kidnappin?:.  Publicly  whipped,  not  exceeding  thirty-nine  stripes  3  or  fine  not  exceeding 
51,000  5  and  confined  to  hard  labor  not  exceeding  seven  years.     Nov.  8,  1806.    p.  264. 

Poor  debtors.    May  be  committed  to  jail  for  any  sum. 

MASSACHUSETTS. 

Treason.     Death. 

Murder,  or  accessary  before  fact.  Death,  and  body  may  be  ordered  to  be  delivered  for 
dissection  3  and  in  Ccise  of  murder  in  duel,  shall  be  so  ordered. 

Accessaries  after  the  fact.  Solitary  confinement  not  exceeding  six  months  3  and  confine- 
ment to  hard  labor  afterwards  not  exceeding  ten  years. 

Mamlaughter.  Solitary  imprisonment  not  exceeding  six  months  3  and  confinement  to  hard 
labor  not  exceeding  ten  years. 

Mdiniing,  by  cutting  out  the  tongue,  putting  out  the  eye — aiding  or  abetting.  Solitar}',  rot 
exceeding  one  year  3  and  confinement  to  hard  labor,  or  imprisonment  in  common  jail,  !ijr 
any  term  not  exceeding  ten  years. 

Assault  to  maim,  or  disfigure,  8fc.  aiding,  counselling,  or  advising.  Solitary  imprisonment 
not  more  than  six  months  3  and  confinement  to  hard  labor  afler,"or  in  common  jail  not  ex- 
ceeding four  vears. 

23* 
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Robbery  without  weapons.  Solitary  imprisonment  not  exceeding  two  years;  and  confine- 
ment to  hard  labor  afterwards  for  life. 

Robbery,  when  an  assault  is  made  with  a  dangerous  weapon,  with  intent  to  kill  or  maim,  or  if 
the  person  robbed  is  struck  or  wounded  ivith  such  weapmi.     Death. 

Assault,  with  dangerous  weapon,  to  murder  or  rob,  and  those  aiding  and  abetting.  Solitary, 
not  exceeding  one  year ;  and  afterwards  coniinemeut  to  hard  labor  not  exceeding  twenty 
years.  ^^.a^ 

Arson,  or  burning  a  dwelling-house  in  the  niglit  time,  and  accessaries  thereto  before  fact. 
Death. 

Burning  a  house  in  the  daij  time,  or  any  meeting-house,  court-home,  Spc.  in  the  niglit  time. 
Solitary,  not  exceeding  one  year  3  and  after  to  hard  labor  for  life. 

Burning  a  meeting-house,  or  any  public  building,  store,  S^^c.  in  the  day  time,  or  any  store, 
barn,  S^c.  by  night  or  day.  Solitary,  not  exceeding  one  year ;  and  hard  labor  after  not  ex- 
ceeding ten  years. 

Burning  any  stack  of  coivi,  hay,  grahi,  ^'c.  and  accessanj  before  fact.  Solitary,  not  more 
than  six  months  5  and  after  to  hard  labor,  not  more  than  three  years  ;  or  by  fine  not  exceeding 
600  dollars;  and  imprisonment  in  common  jail  not  exceeding  one  year. 

Killing,  maiming,  or  disfiguring  cattle,  S^c.     Same  as  above. 

Harboring,  concealing,  vmintaining ,  or  assisting  any  incendiary,  or  accessaries  before  tlie 
fact.  Solitary,  not  exceeding  one  month;  and  afterwards  to  hard  labor  not  more  than  five 
years  ;  or  by  fine  not  exceeding  1,000  dollars;  and  imprisonment  in  common  jail  not  exceed- 
ing one  year. 

Assault  and  battery.  Fine,  not  exceeding  twenty  shillings,  and  require  sureties  for  keeping 
the  peace ;  or  bind  to  a  higher  court. 

Kape,  and  accessary  before  fact.     Death. 

Carnally  knoioing  or  abusing  a  Ujoman  child  under  ten  years  of  age,  and  accessary  before 
fact.     Death. 

Accessaries  to  rape,  after  the  fact.  Solitary,  not  more  than  three  months ;  and  hard  labor 
after  for  a  term  not  exceeding  ten  years. 

Attempt  to  rape,  or  aiding  and  abetting.  Solitary,  not  more  than  three  months  ;  and  after- 
wards to  hard  labor  not  exceeding  ten  years  ;  or  by  fine  not  more  than  500  dollars ;  and  im- 
prisonment in  common  jail  not  exceeding  one  year. 

Assault  to  rape  on  a  wo/nan  child  under  te7i  years  old.  Solitary,  not  exceeding  four  montlis ; 
and  afterwards  to  hard  labor  for  any  term  of  years,  or  for  life. 

Concealing  pregimncy,  and  being  delivered  secretly  of  a  bastard  child.  Fine,  not  exceeding 
£50 ;  or  imprisonment  not  exceeding  three  months. 

Concealing  the  death  of  a  bastard  child,  so  that  it  cannot  he  knmtm  whether  it  were  bom  alive 
or  jiot,  or  murdered  or  not.  Mother  to  be  set  on  the  gallows,  with  a  rope  around  her  neck 
for  one  hour ;  and  be  bound  to  good  behavior  at  the  discretion  of  the  court,  (Laiv  of  1784,^ 
or  by  a  law  of  1812,  the  court  may  in  lieu  of  sentencing  to  sit  07i  the  gallmcs,  ^c.  sentence  to 
solitary  impHsonment  not  more  than  three  montlis  ;  and  to  hard  labor  not  more  than  five  years. 

Burglanj,  when  armed  with  a  dangerous  weapon,  and  those  accessary  before  fact,  or  aiding 
and  abetting.     Death. 

Burglary,  icJien  not  armed  irith  a  dangerous  iceapon,  and  accessary  before  fact,  or  aiding,  <5»c. 
Solitary,  not  exceeding  two  years  ;  and  confinement  to  hard  labor  afterwards  for  life. 

Accessaries  to  burglary  after  the  fact.  Solitary,  not  more  than  three  months  ;  and  after- 
wards to  hard  labor  not  exceeding  ten  years. 

Breaking  into  any  house,  shop,  4*c-  in  tlie  day  time,  or  without  breaking,  in  the  night,  to  com- 
mit any  felon,y .  Solitary,  not  more  than  six  months;  and  confinement  afterwards  to  hcird 
labor  not  more  t'nan  three  years ;  or  by  fine  not  exceeding  600  dollars ;  and  imprisonment 
in  common  jail  not  more  than  three  years. 

Destroijing  vessel  to  defraud  the  undertvriters,  ^c.  Imprisonment  for  life,  or  for  any  term 
not  less  than  five  years. 

Forgery,  or  aiding  and  assisting.  Solitary,  not  more  than  six  months ;  and  aftei-wards  to 
hard  labor  not  less  than  t^vo  nor  more  than  ten  years. 

Counterfeiting^  any  certificate  of  public  debt,  or  bank  bill,  ^c.  aiding  arid  assisting.  Solitary, 
not  exceeding  one  year  ;  and  atterwards  hard  labor  for  life. 

Passing  aiiy  counterfeit  certificate  ofi  public  debt,  or  bank  bill.  Solitary,  not  more  than 
thirty  days  ;  and  hard  labor  after  not  more  than  three  years;  or  by  fine  not  exceeding  1,000 
dollars  ;  and  binding  to  good  behavior  lor  two  years. 

Second  conviction,  and  cor.riction  at  the  same  term  ofi  court,  on  three  several  indictments  for 
same  offence.  Solitary,  not  more  than  one  year;  and  afterwards  to  labor  for  a  term  not  ex- 
ceeding ten  years. 

Bringing  ccnmterfeit  bills  into  Fnatc,  or  liaving  in  possession  witli  intent  to  pass.  Solitary, 
not  more  than  three  months  ;  and  hard  labor  not  more  than  three  years  ;  or  by  fine  not  ex- 
ceeding 1,000  dollars  ;  and  imprisonment  in  common  jail  not  exceeding  one  year. 

Making  or  mending  any  fool,  <^-c.  to  be  used  in  c.omiterfeiting  bills,  or  Imving  such  tool  in 
possessio7i,  with  intent  ioii^-e,  S^^c.  Solitary,  not  exceeding  three  months  ;  and  after  to  hard  labor 
not  more  than  three  3'ears ;  or  by  fine  not  exceeding  500  dollars ;  and  confinement  in  common 
jail  not  more  than  one  year. 

Counterfieiiing  any  gold  or  silver  coin,  or  aiding  and  assisting,  or  having  in  possession,  with 
intcmt  to  pxss,  not  less  than  ten  jrieces  ofi  such  counterfeit  coin.  Solitary,  not  exceeding  one 
year ;  and  hard  labor  after  Ibr  life. 
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Brining  into  the  Stale,  or  having  in  possession  any  number  of  pieces  of  false  coin,  with  intent  to 
pass.  Solitary,  not  more  than  three  months ;  and  hard  labor  not  more  than  three  years} 
or  by  fine  not  exceeding  1,000  dollars;  and  binding  to  good  behavior  for  two  years. 

Second  conviction,  or  being  convicted  at  the  same  term  on  three  several  indictments  for  the  same 
offence.  Solitary,  not  more  than  one  year  3  and  hard  labor  not  less  than  two  nor  more 
tnan  ten  years. 

Making,  mending,  <^c.  any  tool,  or  instrument  for  coining  gold  or  silver  coin,  vxUh  intent  to 
■use  or  be  used,  ^.  Solitary,  not  more  than  three  months ;  and  hard  labor  not  more  than  three 
years;  or  fine  not  exceeding  500  dollars 3  and  imprisonment  in  common  jail  not  more  than 
one  year. 

Larceny,  tohen  the  amount  stolen  does  not  exceed  5  dollars,  and  lohere  tlie  conviction  is  before  a 
justice  of  the  peace, — or  accessaries.  Fine,  not  exceeding  5  dollars  3  and  imprisonment  in 
common  jail  not  more  than  twenty  days  5  either  or  both. 

Larceny,  when  the  amount  does  not  exceed  100  dollars.  Solitary,  not  exceeding  six  months  ; 
and  hard  "labor  after  not  more  than  one  year  3  or  by  fine  not  exceeding  100  dollars  5  and  im- 
prisonment in  common  jail  not  longer  thmi  one  year. 

Wliere  the  amount  exceeds  100  dollars, — or  accessaries.  Solitary,  not  more  than  one  year  3 
and  hard  labor  after  not  exceeding  three  years. 

Second  conviction  of  larceny  before  the  Supreme  Judicial  Court,  or  conviction  of  three  distinct 
larcenies  at  the  same  term.  Solitary,  not  exceeding  one  year  3  and  aft.er  to  hard  labor  not  less 
them  three  nor  more  than  fifteen  years. 

Larceny,  committed  in  the  7iigiU  time,  by  breaking  and  entering  amj  shop,  warehotise,  ^c. 
and  accessaries.  Solitar}-,  not  more  than  one  year  3  and  at  hard  labor  afterwards  not  more 
than  fifteen  years. 

Entering  without  breaking,  in  the  Jiight  time,  any  house,  shop,  &k.  tlie  owner  or  occupant 
being  t}ierein,and  put  in  fear,  and  accessaries.  Solitary,  not  more  tnan  one  year  3  and  hard 
labor  not  more  than  tea  years. 

Larceny  in  the  day  time  in  any  dicelling  house,  shop,  ^'c.  Solitary,  not  more  than  six 
months  3  and  hard  labor  not  more  than  five  years. 

Concealing  a  felon,  or  receiving  stolen  goods.  Solitary,  not  more  than  six  months  3  and  hard 
labor  after  not  more  than  three  years  ;  or  by  fine  not  exceeding  500  dollars  3  and  confinement 
in  common  jail  not  more  than  tliree  years. 

Second  conviction  for  receiving  stolen  goods.  Solitary,  not  exceeding  one  year  3  and  hard 
labor  not  less  than  tliree  nor  more  than  ten  j-ears. 

Perjury.  Solitary,  not  more  than  three  months  3  and  hard  labor  not  less  than  two  nor 
more  than  fifteen  years. 

Subornation  ofperjnnj.     Same  as  perjur}-. 

Endeavoring  to  incite  to  perjury.  Solitary,  not  more  than  two  months  3  and  hcird  labor  not 
more  than  five  years. 

Persons  disguising  themselves,  and  resisting  an  officer,  or  obstructing  the  execution  of  the 
laws.  Fine,  not  less  than  20  dollars,  nor  more  than  500  dollars  ;  and  imprisoned  in  common 
jail  not  exceeding  one  year  3  and  bound  to  keep  the  peace  for  one  year  afterwards. 

Fighting  a  duel  ivhere  death  sliall  not  ensue,  or  challenging  to  a  duel  though  no  duel  oe 
fought,  and  a  second-aider  or  abetter.  Pimished  as  a  felonious  assaulter,  solitary,  not  more 
than  one  year ;  and  hard  labor  not  exceeding  twenty  years  3  and  disqualified  from  holding- 
office  for  twenty  years. 

Accepting  a  challenge,  though  no  duel  ensue,  and  those  aiding  or  abetting.  Common  jail 
not  more  than  one  year ;  and  disqualified  from  holding  any  office  for  five  jears. 

Riot.  Law  of  1784.  Forfeiture  of  lands,  goods,  &c.  or  such  part  thereof  as  t'lc  court  may 
determine  ;  to  be  %vhipped  thirty -nine  stripes  on  the  naked  back  at  tlie  public  whipping-post ; 
imprisoned  in  common  jail  not  mors  than  one  year  nor  less'tlian  six  months  ;  and  once  every 
three  months,  thirty-nine  stripes  on  the  naked'back.  Or,  by  the  law  of  1812,  the  court  may 
sentence  to  solitary  imprisonment  for  a  temi  not  exceeding  tliree  months  3  and  hard  labo'r 
not  exceeding  five  years. 

Injuring  or  destroying  turnpike  gates,  ^'c.  Forfeit  not  more  than  50  dollars  nor  less 
than  five. 

Sodomy.  Solitary,  not  more  dian  one  year  ;  cmd  hard  labor  after  not  exceeding  ten  years. 
Adultery.  Punishment  by  law  of  1784.  Set  upon  the  gallows  with  a  rope  about  the  neck, 
and  the  rope  throvvii  over  the  gallows,  for  the  space  of  one  hour;  be  publicly  whipped,  not 
exceeding  thirty -nine  stripes  ;  be  imprisoned,  or  fined  and  bound  to  good  behavior;  nil  or 
any  of  these  punishments.  By  law  of  1812,  Chap.  134'.  The  court  may  sentence  to  solitary 
confinement  not  more  than  three  months  ;  and  hard  labor  afterwards  not  exceeding  five  years. 
Polygamy.     Same  as  adultery. 

Fornication,  if  a  man.  Fine,  not  exceeding  £0,  nor  less  than  30  shillings  ;  and  if  he  neg- 
lect to  pay  for  twenty-four  hours,  shall  be  whipped  not  exceeding  ten  stripes.  If  a  icoma/i 
Fine,  not  exceeding  £3,  nor  less  than  G  shillings ;  and  if  payment  be  not  made  in  twenty- 
four  hours,  shall  be  committed  to  prison  lor  a  term  not  more  than  ten  days  nor  less  than 
tv.enty-four  hours. 

Blasphemy.  By  law  of  1782.  Imprisonment  not  exceeding  one  year ;  sitting  in  the  pillory  3 
whipping  or  setting  on  the  gallows  with  a  rope  around  the  neck  5  or  binding  to  good  behavior. 
Or,  by  law  of  1812,  Chap.  34'.  Solitary,  not  exceeding-  three  months  5  aiid  hard  labor  after- 
wards not  more  tlian  five  vears. 
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Violating  the  sepulchres  of  the  dead,  Sf^.  Imprisonment  for  a  term  not  exceeding  one  year : 
or  fined  not  exceeding  l^OOO  dollars. 

Concealing  or  receiving,  <^c.  human  bodies,  dug  up,  4*c.    Same  as  above. 

RHODE  ISLAND. 

Murder.    Death. 

Arson,  or  accessary  before  the  fact.     Death. 

Rape,  or  accessary  before  the  fact.     Death. 

Robbery,  or  accessary  before  the  fact.     Death. 

Burglary,  or  accessary  before  fact.     Death. 

Treason.     Death. 

Sodonuj,  or  accessanj  before  fact^  first  offence.  Carried  to  the  gallows  in  cart,  and  seated  on 
ihe  gallows  not  more  than  three  hours,  and  thence  to  the  common  jail,  there  to  be  confined 
not  more  than  three  years  5  and  be  fined  not  exceeding  1,000  dollars. 

Second  offence.     Death. 

Forgery  of  notes,  certificates  or  other  sectirities,  or  bank  bills,  or  accessary  before  fact.  Sit 
in  the  pillory  5  while  there,  shall  have  a  piece  of  each  of  his  ears  cut  off)  shall  be  branded 
while  in  pillory  witli  letter  C ;  shall  be  miprisoned  not  more  than  six  years  5  and  shall  be 
fined  not  exceeding  4,000  dollars  ;  or  any  or  all  of  said  punishments. 

Passing  forged  notes,  bank  bills,  SfC.  or  accessary  before  fact.     Same  as  above. 

Bringing  into  State,  or  having  in  possession  forged  bank  notes  to  pass.     Same  as  above. 

Making  or  having  in  possession,  plates,  ^c.  for  forging.    Same  as  above. 

Forgery  of  records,  obligations,  ^'c.     Same. 

Counterfeiting  coin.     Same. 

Having  counterfeit  coin  in  possession,  luith  intent  to  pass.     Same. 

Making  or  having  in  possession,  tools,  &y.  for  forging  coin.     Same. 

Perjury,  or  subornation  of  perjury.  Fine,  not  exceeding  1,000  dollars;  placed  in  pillory 
not  more  than  four  hours,  and  b"e  cropped  and  branded ;  and  be  imprisoned  not  more  than 
tliree  years  ;  or  any  or  all  said  punishments. 

Incitiiig  to  perjury,  though  it  be  not  coimnitted.  Fine,  not  exceeding  600  dollars ;  and  im- 
prisoned not  more  than  one  year. 

Bribery.  Fine,  not  exceeding  2,000  dollars;  and  imprisoned  not  more  than  two  years; 
and  be  disqualified  from  holding  any  oftice  in  State. 

Voluntary  manslaughter.  Fme,  not  more  than  1,000  dollars;  and  be  imprisoned  not  less 
than  six  months  nor  more  than  two  years  ;  and  find  security  for  good  behavior  aflerwards. 

Cutting  out  tongue,  putting  out  an  eye,  slitting  nose,  <^c.  witli  intent  to  maim  or  disfigure,  and 
all  accessaries  before  the  fact.  Fine,  not  less  than  60  nor  more  than  2,000  dollars;  and  im- 
prisoned not  more  than  two  years. 

Duelling,  though  death  does  not  ensue.  Carried  publicly  in  a  cart  to  the  gallows,  with  a 
rope  about  his  neck,  and  sit  thereon  for  one  hour ;  and  be  imprisoned  not  exceeding  one  year  ; 
or  either,  or  both. 

Horse  stealing,  or  accessary  before  fact.  Shall  return  the  horse  to  the  owner,  and  pay  the 
value  thereof;  or  in  case  the  horse  is  not  restored,  shall  pay  double  the  value;  shall  be  fined 
not  exceeding  1,000  dollars;  and  be  imprisoned  not  more  them  three  years;  and  whipped 
not  to  exceed  100  stripes. 

Accessaries  after  the  fact.  Fine,  not  more  than  500  dollars  ;  and  imprisonment  not  more 
than  two  years. 

Rescuing  convicts  for  murder.  Fine,  not  exceeding  2,000  dollars ;  or  be  imprisoned  not  to 
exceed  five  years. 

Theft,  or  accessary  before  fact.  Shall  restore  the  property  stolen,  and  pay  the  full  value  to 
the  owner ;  and  in  case  the  property  be  not  restored,  shall  pay  double  the  value,  and  be  fined 
not  exceeding  1,000  dollars ;  be  imprisoned  not  exceeding  two  years;  and  be  whipped  not 
pxceeding  fifty  stripes  ;  or  any  or  all  of  said  punishments. 

Conspiracy,  or  common  barratry,  or  embracery.  Fine,  not  exceeding  500  dollai-s ;  and  im- 
prisoned not  more  than  six  months. 

Challenge  to  duel,  or  accepting  challenge,  or  aiding  or  abetting,  though  no  duel  be  fought. 
Same  as  the  foregoing. 

Extortion.  Fme,  not  to  exceed  500  dollars ;  and  imprisonment  not  more  than  two  years ; 
and  forfeit  to  the  party  aggrieved  twofold  damages. 

Obstructing  officers  in  "their  duty.  Fine,  not  exceeding  200  dollars;  and  be  imprisoned 
not  exceeding  one  year  ;  either  or  "both. 

Adultery. ^    Fine,  not  exceeding  200  dollars  ;  and  imprisonment  not  longer  than  six  months. 

Fornication.     Fine,  not  more  tlian  5  dollars  ;  and  imprisoned  not  more  than  5  days. 

Blasphemy.     Fine,  not  over  100  dollars  ;  and  imprisonment  not  longer  than  two  months. 

Conveijing  instruments  to  prisoners  to  enable  them  to  escape.  Fine,  not  exceeding  500  dol- 
lars ;  and  imprisonment  not  exceeding  one  year. 

//■  any  prisoner  escape  by  means  of  such  tools  furnished.  Shall  pay  all  sums  of  money  the 
prisoner  stood  committed  for ;  and  suffer  all  the  pains  and  penalties  tlie  escaped  prisoner 
would  be  liable  to,  unless  the  offence  was  capital, — in  which  case,  he  shall  be  fined  not  more 
than  ,^3,000,  and  imprisoned  not  more  than  five  years. 

Convict  escaping,  if  retaken.     Shall  continue  in  prison  for  such  term  of  his  imprisonment  as 
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remained  unexpired  at  the  time  of  his  escape ;  and  shall  undergo  such  additional  imprison- 
ment as  the  court  may  see  fit  to  order,  not  exceeding  six  months. 

Concealing  death  of  bastard  child,  where  evidence  of  murder  does  not  exist.  Fine,  not  ex- 
ceeding 300  dollars ;  and  imprisonment  not  exceeding  one  year  5  either  or  both. 

Bigamy.  Sit  on  the  gallows  one  hour  with  a  rope  around  tlie  neck ;  be  fined  not  exceed- 
ing 1,000  dollars ;  and  be  imprisoned  not  exceeding  two  years. 

Burning  houses,  barns,  out  houses,  or  any  otiier  building,  the  burning  of  which  sliall  not 
amount  to  arson  at  the  common  law.  Fine,  not  exceeding  5,000  dollars ;  and  imprisonment 
not  exceeding  five  years  3  sit  in  the  pillory,  cropped  on  both  ears  while  on  the  pillory,  and  be 
branded  with  letter  B. 

Burning  stacks  of  com,  hay,  grain,  ^c.  Fine,  not  exceeding  1,000  dollars ;  and  imprisoned 
not  more  than  one  year. 

Assault,  to  murder,  rape,  rob,  or  commit  sodomy  or  burglary.  Fine,  not  exceeding  1,000 
dollars  ;  cuid  imprisoned  not  more  than  two  years. 

Assault  and  battery.  Fine,  not  more  than  100  dollars ;  and  imprisonment  not  more  than 
six  months  3   either  or  both. 

Killing,  dating  or  dismembering  beasts  of  another.  Fine,  not  more  than  100  dollars  3  and 
imprisonment  not  more  than  two  months  3  one  or  both  3  and  pay  the  owner  treble  damages. 

Taking  fruit,  *c.  Fine,  not  more  than  10  dollars,  if  convicted  before  two  justices  of  the 
peace — or  if  by  the  general  sessions  of  the  peace,  not  more  than  30  dollars  3  and  be  impris- 
oned not  to  exceed  one  mouth  3  either  or  both  3  and  pay  treble  dameiges  to  the  owner. 

Tram-poriing  any  free  person  unlawfully  out  of  the  State.  Fine,  not  exceeding  1,000  dol- 
lars 3  and  imprisonment  not  more  than  two  years.  Laics  of  Rhode  Island,  published  in  1822, 
p.  339,  and  ov.icard. 

CONNECTICUT. 

Treason.    Death. 

Misprision  of  treason.  Fine,  not  exceeding  ^1,000  5  and  imprisonment  in  state  prison^ 
not  more  than  seven  ^-eeirs. 

Murder.     Death. 

Manslaughter.  Fine,  not  exceeding  ^500  5  and  imprisonment  in  the  common  jail  or  state 
prison,  not  more  than  three  years  nor  less  than  six  months. 

Perjury,  with  intent  to  take  life.     Death. 

Arson,  causing  death,  or  endangering  the  life  of  any  person.     Deatli. 

Burning  any  building  other  than  a  dwelling  house,  aiul  causing  death.     Death. 

Cutting  out  tongue,  or  putting  out  the  eye,  t^c.  loith  malice.     Death. 

Cutting  or  viaimin^  any  limb  of  anotlier,  icith  intent  to  disfgure.  State  prison  for  hfe, 
or  at  the  discretion  of  the  court. 

Rape.     Death. 

Abuse  of  femak  child  under  ten.  State  prison  for  life,  or  such  term  of  time  as  the  court 
shall  determine. 

Assault,  ivith  intent  to  rape.    Same  as  above. 

Intent  to  kill  or  rob.    Same  as  above. 

Administering  poison,  with  intent  to  kill  or  produce  miscarriage.     Same  as  the  foregoing. 

Being  secretly  delivered  of  a  bastard  child.  Fine,  not  above  5^50  3  or  imprisonment  noi 
more  than  three'  months. 

Concealment  oftlie  death  of  a  bastard  child.  To  set  on  gallows,  witli  a  rope  about  her  neck, 
for  one  hour  3  and  bound  to  good  behavior,  and  imprisoned  for  a  term  not  exceeding  one 
year,  at  the  discretion  of  the  coiu-t. 

Kidnapping.     Fine  of  ^400. 

Burning  or  destroying  any  magazine  of  provision,  arms,  SfC.  of  the  State.  Slate  prison  for 
life,  or  for  such  term  of  time  as  the  court  may  order. 

Burning  state  house,  county  house,  court  house,  town  house,  church,  cliapel,  SfC.  State  prison 
not  exceeding  seven  years. 

Forging  public  securities.     State  prison  not  exceeding  three  years. 

Robbery.     State  prison  not  exceeding  seven  yeai-s. 

Burglary.     Slate  prison  not  exceeding  three  years. 

Robbery  or  burglary,  ivith  personal  abuse,  or  ai-med  with  any  danga-ous  weapon.  Life  in 
slate  prison,  or  for  a  term  of  years  not  less  than  seven. 

Breaking  store,  shop,  J^c.  with  intent  to  commit  thefl.    State  prison  not  exceeding  three  years 

Arson.     State  prison  not  exceeding  seven  years. 

Burning  vessel,  ojice,  store,  shop,  <^'C.    State  prison  not  exceeding  seven  years. 

Burning  one's  house,  to  defraud  underwriters.     Same  as  above. 

Destroijing  vessel,  to  defraud  underwriters.     Same. 

Forgery.  State  prison  not  exceeding  three  years  3  and  double  damages  to  the  party 
injured. 

Counterfeiting  coin.    State  prison  not  exceeding  three  years. 

Possessing  counterfeit  coin,  icith  intent  to  pttss.     Same  as  above. 

Passing  counterfeit  bills,  i^c.     State  prison  not  over  tliree  years. 

Making  pLilesfor  counterfeiting  bills.     Same. 

Possessing  counterfeit  hills,  with  intent  tofll  up,  or  pass.    Same. 

Possessing  plates  for  forging  bank  bills.    Same. 
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Horse  stealing.  State  prison  not  exceeding  two  years  ;  and  shall  pay  the  o^vner  treble  the 
value  of  the  horse. 

Stealing  from  ili£  person  at  afire.     State  prison  not  exceeding  five  years. 

Stealing  from  tlm  person  to  the  amount  of  ^W.     Slate  prison  not  exceeding  two  years. 

Breaking  atid  stealing  from  a  building  in  daii  time.     Same. 

Simple  theft.  Shall  pay  treble  the  value  of  the  property  stolen,  and  further  punished  bv 
fine  not  exceeding  p ;  and  if  the  property  stolen  amount  to  ^4,  shall  be  further  punished  by 
whipping,  not  exceeding  ten  stripes.  If  the  property  stolen  be  of  less  value  than  ^4.  but  of 
value  oi  $\,  if  the  offender  refuse  to  pay  the  fine,  shall  be  punished  by  whippino-  as 
aforesaid.  ^r    » 

l^ceiving  and  concealing  stolen  goods.     Same  punishment  as  the  principal  or  thief. 

■rerjury.  Fine,  ^Gl ',  and  state  prison  for  six  months  5  and  disqualified  ever  after  from 
testifying  in  court.  {Altered  May  30,  1825.  So  that  the  confinement  in  state  prison  is  not  to 
exceed  two  years,  nor  be  less  tlian  six  months;  the  other  part  of  the  penalty  remaininff  as 
It  was.)  •r         J  o 

SubornaiioH  of  perjury.     Same  as  perjury. 

Bribery.  Fine,  not  exceeding  ^1,000;  and  imprisonment  in  the  common  jail,  not  exceed- 
jng  two  years;  and  incapable  of  ever  after  holding  any  otfice  in  Slate. 

Embezzling  or  altering  any  record,  will,  deed,  t^j'c.     State  prison  not  exceeding  seven  years. 

Counterfeiting  public  seals.     Same  as  above. 

Ejecting  escape  of  prisoners  in  state  prison.     State  prison  not  exceeding  six  years. 

Resistance  to  ojicers.  Fine,  not  exceeding  34'  dollars;  or  by  imprisonment  in  common  jail 
Eot  more  than  two  months;  or  both. 

Sending  or  accepting  a  challe7ige  to  fight  a  duel.  Fine  of  3,000  dollars ;  and  bonds  to  keep 
the  peace,  and  be  of  good  behavior  during  life ;  and  disabled  from  ever  after  holding  any 
office. 

Delivering  a  challenge.    Same  as  above,  excepting  finding  sureties  for  good  behavior. 

Riot.  Fine,  not  exceeding  67  dollars;  or  imprisonment  in  common  jail  not  exceeding 
six  months  ;  or  by  both. 

Destroying  turnpike  property  in  the  night  season.  Fine,  not  exceeding  100  dollars;  and 
imprisonment  in  common  jail  not  more  than  six  months. 

Breaking  windows,  SfC.  in  the  night  time.  Fine,  not  exceeding  100  dollars;  or  imprison- 
ment in  common  jail  not  exceeding  six  months ;  or  both. 

Sodomij.     State  prison  for  life. 

Bestiality.     The  same. 

Adultery.  Man,  in  state  prison ;  woman,  in  common  jail,  for  a  term  not  exceeding  five  nor 
](3ss  than  two  years. 

Incest.     Same  as  above. 

Bigamy.    Same  as  adultery. 

Fornication.     Fine,  7  ctollars;  or  imprisonment  in  common  jail,  for  the  term  of  one  month. 

Blasphemy.  Fine,  not  exceeding  100  dollars;  and  imprisonment  in  common  jail  not  ex- 
ceeding one  year;  and  bound  to  good  behavior. 

Disinterment  of  deceased  persons,  ^'C.  Fine,  not  exceeding-  500  dollars,  nor  less  than  100 
dollars;  and  further  punished  by  confinement  in  common  jail,  not  more  than  twelve  nor  less 
than  three  months. 

Second  conviction  of  any  crime,  when  sentenced  to  state  prison.  Net  exceeding  double  the 
term  to  which  liable  on  first  conviction. 

Third  convktioru  Stale  prison  for  life.  Laws  of  Connecticut.  Title  22.  p.  151.  Re- 
vised and  published,  A.  D.  1821. 

Poor  debtors.     By  a  law  of  May,  1826,  no  female  can  be  imprisoned  for  debt. 

NEW   JERSEY. 

Treason.     Death. 

Misprision  of  treason.  Confinement  to  hard  labor  not  exceeding  seven  years;  or  fine  not 
exceeding  1,000  dollars  ;  or  both. 

Murder.     Death  ;  and  the  court  may  order  the  body  for  dissection. 

Manslaughter.  Fine,  not  exceeding  1,000  dollars;  and  imprisonment  to  hard  labor  not 
longer  tnan  three  years  ;  either  or  both. 

Sodomy.     Fine,  and  solitary  imprisonment  to  hard  labor  not  exceeding  twent^'-one  years. 

Rape,  or  carnal  abuse  of  any  ivoman  child  under  ten  years  of  age,  and  those  aiding  and 
abetting,  ^-c.     Fine,  and  solitary  imprisonment  to  hard  labor  not  exceeding  fifteen  years. 

Polygamy.     Fine,  and  imprisonment  to  hard  labor  not  exceeding  ten  years  ;  or  either. 

Co7icealing  pregnaiicy,  when  the  child,  if  born,  would  be  a  bastard,  and  being  delivered  of  such 
child  in  secret.  Fine,  not  exceeding  100  dollars ;  and  solitary  confinement  in  cells  of  state 
prison  not  more  than  three  months  ;  either  or  both.     Supplementary  law  of  Dec.  1824. 

Concealing  the  death  of  a  bastard  child,  S^'C.  Fine,  not  exceeding  200  dollars;  and  solitary 
imprisonment  in  cells  of  state  prison  not  more  than  three  months ;  either  or  both.  Sujrple.- 
mentary  law  of  Dec.  1824. 

Incest.  Fine,  not  exceeding  500  dollars  ;  and  solitary  imprisonment  in  cells  not  exceeding 
four  and  a  half  months  ;  either  or  both. 

Adultery.     Fine,  not  exceeding  100  dollars ;  or  imorisonment  not  exceeding  six  months. 

Fornication.     Fine,  14  dollars. 
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Pretending  to  exercise  witchcraft,  or  by  ocailt  science  to  discover  stolen  goods,  8fC.  Fine,  not 
exceeding  50  dollars  ;  or  imprisonment  at  hard  labor  not  more  than  three  months  ;  or  both. 

Blasphevnj.  Fine,  not  exceeding  200  dollars}  or  imprisonment  at  hard  labor  not  more 
than  one  year  ;  or  both. 

Pen'unj,  and  suboniation  of  perjury.  Fine,  not  exceeding  800  dollars  ;  or  imprisonment  at 
hard  labor  not  more  than  seven  years;  or  both  3  and  rendered  incapable  of  testifying  till 
judgment  be  reversed. 

Bribery.  Fine,  not  exceeding  800  dollars;  and  imprisonment  at  hard  labor  not  more  than 
five  years  ;  or  both  ;  and  forever  disqualified  from  holding  any  office  in  the  State. 

Extortion.  Fine,  not  more  than  400  dollars  ;  or  solitary  imprisonment  in  the  cells  of  state 
prison  not  exceeding  six  months;  or  both.     Supplementary  law  of  Nov.  1824. 

Einbraceni ,  and  attempts  to  injluence  a  juror  or  jury  nnlairfullij  or  corrtqjlly.  Fine,  not  ex- 
ceeding 300  dollars  ;  or  solitary  confinement  in  tne  cells  of  state  prison  not  exceeding  three 
months;  or  both.     Supplementary  law  0/ 1824. 

A  juror  taking  an  illegal  reward.  Fine,  not  exceeding  600  dollars ;  or  solitary  confinement 
in  cells  of  state  prison  not  more  than  six  months;  and  disqualified  to  serve  ever  after  as  a  jury- 
man.    Supplementarij  law  of\2QA. 

Arson.    Fine,  cind  solitary  imprisonment  at  hard  labor  not  exceeding  fifteen  years. 

Burning  public  buildiiigs,  mills,  out  houses,  ^-c.  and  accessaries,  h  ine,  ancf  imprisonment 
at  hard  labor  not  exceeding  ten  years  ;  or  either. 

Setting  fire  to  buildings,  with  intent  to  burn,  and  accessaries.  Fine,  and  solitary  imprison- 
ment to  hard  labor  not  exceeding  ten  years. 

Burglary.  Fine,  and  solitary  imprisonment  to  hard  labor  for  a  term  not  exceeding 
ten  years. 

Larceny,  under  6  dollars.  Fine,  not  exceeding  30  dollcirs;  or  imprisonment  to  hard  labor 
not  exceeding  one  year  ;  either  or  both. 

Larceny,  above  6  dollars.  Fine,  not  exceeding  500  dollcu-s  ;  or  imprisonment  at  hard  labor 
not  exceeding  ten  years ;  or  both. 

Robbery.    Fine,  and  solitary  imprisonment  to  hard  labor  not  exceeding  fifteen  yeau^. 

Assault  with  intent  to  rob,  or  house  breaking  by  day,  with  intent  to  kill,  rob,  steal,  Sfc.  Fine, 
not  exceeding  500  dollars ;  or  solitary  imprisonment  to  hard  labor  not  exceeding  ten  years ; 
or  both. 

Entering  dwelling  house,  shop,  <^c.  either  by  day  or  night,  withoid  bi-eaking,  with  intent  to 
kill,  rob,  steal,  &'C.  Fine,  not  exceeding  300  dollars ;  or  solitary  imprisonment  to  hard  labor 
not  exceeding  five  years  ;  or  both. 

ServaiUs  or  apprentices  over  14  ijears  of  age,  intrusted  with  money,  goods,  ^c.  by  their 
masters,  tcho  sJuxll  run  av.^ay  with,  or  anbezzle  the  same.  Fine,  not  exceeding  100  dollars ;  or 
solitary  imprisonment  in  tlie  cells  at  state  prison  not  exceeding  six  months ;  or  both.  Supple- 
mentary law  o/'1824. 

Lodgers,  stealing  goods  from,  their  lodging.  Fine,  not  exceeding  200  dollars  ;  or  solitary 
confinement  in  cells  of  state  prison  not  more  than  six  months  ;  or  both.     Law  o/"1824. 

Stealing  bills,  bonds,  notes,  tSfC.  or  taking  them  by  robbery.  Same  as  stealing  or  taking  by 
robbery  other  goods  of  like  value. 

Stealing  deeds,  wills,  leases,  letters  of  attorney,  SfC.  Sfc.  or  taking  them  by  robbery.  Fine,  not 
exceeding  500  dollars ;  or  imprisonment  at  hard  labor  not  exceeding  ten  years  ;  or  both. 

Stealing  or  avoiding  records  whereby  any  judgment  is  reversed,  and  those  aiding  and  abetting. 
Fine,  not  exceeding  7,000  dollars ;  or'impnsonment  at  hard  labor  not  exceeding  seven  years ; 
or  both. 

Same  icJiere  judgment,  S^c.  is  not  7-eversed.  Fine,  not  exceeding  1,000  dollars ;  or  imprison- 
ment at  hard  labor  not  exceeding  four  }ears  ;  or  botli. 

Forgery.  Fine,  and  solitary  imprisonment  at  hard  labor  not  exceeding  ten  years;  or 
both. 

Acknowledging  fines,  recoveries,  deeds,  bail  judgments,  Sfc.  in  ilve  names  of  others,  not  privy 
tJiereto,  or  personating  others  as  bail.  Fine,  not  exceeding  7,000  dollsu^ ;  or  soUtary  imprison- 
ment at  hard  labor  not  more  than  seven  years. 

Using  any  false  token  or  writing  to  obtain  money  or  goods,  with  intent  to  cheat  or  defraud. 
Fine,  not  exceeding  51^000;  or,  by  law  of  1824,  may  be  sentenced  to  solitary  imprisonment 
in  the  cells  of  state  prison  not  exceeding  nine  months  ;  or  both. 

Obstructing  the  execution  of  process  by  any  sheriff,  coroner,  constable,  Spc.  Fine,  not  exceed- 
ing 800  dollars  :  or,  by  law  of  1824,  solitary  imprisonment  in  cells  of  state  prison  not  more 
than  six  months ;  or  both. 

Sheriffs  and  other  officers,  guilty  of  voluntary  escapes  in  capital  cases.     Death. 
Voluntary  escape  in  cases  not  capital.     Fine,  not  exceeding  1,000  dollars  ;  or  imprisonment 
at  hard  labor  not' more  than  three  years ;  or  botli ;  and  disqualification  for  any  office  forever 
after. 

Rescue  of  persons  j^uilty  of  capital  crimes.     Death. 

Rescue  in  criminal  cases ,  not  capital,  and  in  all  civil  cases.  Fine,  not  exceeding  ^1,000,  or 
imprisonment  to  hard  labor  not  exceeding  three  years ;  or  both. 

Prisoner,  not  confined  for  a  capital  offence,  breaking  prison.  Fine,  not  exceeding  1,000  dol- 
lars ;  or,  by  law  of  1824,  solitary  confinement  in  cells  of  state  prison  not  exceeding  nine 
months ;  or  both. 

Assisting  prisoner  in  jail  to  escape,  conveying  to  such  prisoner  any  disguise,  arms,  tods,  <5*c. 

D2 
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tofacilitale  his  escape,  or  assisting  prisoner  to  escape  from  an  officer.  Fine,  not  exceeding  500 
dollars  j  or,  by  law  of  1824,  solitary  imprisonment  in  cells  of  state  prison  not  exceeding  six 
months ;  or  both. 

Compounding  treason  or  other  crimes.  Fine.,  not  exceeding  300  dollars ;  or,  by  law  of  1824^ 
solitary  confinement  in  cells  of  state  prison  for  a  term  not  exceeding  three  months  ;  or  both. 

Conspiracy  to  indict  any  person,  or  cause  him  to  be  indicted.  Fine,  not  exceeding  500  dol- 
lars 3  or,  by  law  of  1824,  solitary  confinement  in  cells  of  state  prison  not  exceeding  six 
months  j  or  both. 

Kidnapping.  Fine,  not  exceeding  1,000  dollars  j  or  imprisonment  at  hard  labornot  more 
than  five  years  5  or  both. 

Cutting  out  tongue,  cutting  off,  or  slitting  nose,  lip,  ear,  SfC.  to  disfigure,  or  maim.  Fine,  not 
exceeding  1,000  dollars ;  or  imprisonment  at  hard  labor  not  exceeding  seven  years  ;  or  both. 

Challenging  tojjght  a  duel,  though  no  duel  be  fought,  or  knoioinglij  being  the  bearer  of  a 
challenge,  or  in  any  way  aiding  or  abetting.  Fine,  not  exceeding  500  dollars  5  or  imprison- 
ment to  hard  labor  not  more  than  two  years  5  or  both. 

Fighting  a  duel,  where  death  does  not  ensue,  or  being  a  second,  or  aiding  and  abetting  in  such 
duel.  Fine,  not  exceeding  1,000  dollars  5  and  imprisonment  at  hard  labor  not  exceeding  four 
years  3  or  both. 

Stealing  fruit  and  vegetables,  or  pulling  up  and  destroying,  if  the  value  does  not  exceed  20 
dollars.  Fine,  not  exceeding  100  dollars ;  or  imprisonment  in  the  common  jail  not  exceeding 
three  months ;  or  may  be  Avhipped  thirty-nine  stripes.  Act  of  May  31,  1820,  and  by  this  act 
7W  larceny  wider  20  dollars  can  be  punished  by  sentence  to  state  prison. 

Maliciously  destroijing  bonds,  deeds,  leases-,  bills  of  exchange,  wills,  bank  bills,  fyc.  ^'C.  with 
intent  to  damage  or  defraud.  Fine,  not  exceeding  800  dollars  3  or  imprisonment  to  hard  labor 
not  exceeding  ten  3'ears  3  or  both. 

Malicious  mischief  to  bridges,  houses,  horses,  cattle,  grain,  lumber,  Sfc.  Fine,  not  exceeding 
150  dollcLrs  3  or,  by  law  of  1824,  solitary  imprisonment  in  cells  of  state  prison  not  exceeding 
six  months  3  or  both. 

Receiving  stolen  goods,  ^'C  Fine,  not  exceeding  3,000  dollars  3  or  solitary  imprisonment  in 
cells  of  state  prison  not  more  than  nine  months  5  or  bodi.     Law  of  1824. 

Concealment  of  burglary,  robbery,  murder,  rape,  arson,  S^^c.  SfC.  Fine,  not  exceeding  500 
dollars  3  or  solitary  impnsonment  in  cells  of  state  prison  not  more  tlian  nine  months  3  or 
both.    Law  of  1824. 

Assault  and  battery.  Fine,  not  exceeding  100  dollars  3  and  imprisonment  not  to  exceed  six 
months.     Act  of  May,  1820. 

Offenders  sentenced  to  hard  labor,  and  escaping.  Such  additional  sentence  to  hard  labor  as 
the  court  before  whom  competed  shall  direct. 

Second  conviction  of  manslaughter,  sodomy,  rape,  arson,  burglary,  robbery,  or  forgery^ 
Death. 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

Murder  in  the  second  degree.  First  offence,  imprisonment  not  less  than  four  nor  more  than 
twelve  years  5  second  ofi'ence,  for  natural  life. 

Manslaughter.  First  offence,  not  less  than  two  nor  more  than  six  years  3  second  offence, 
not  less  than  six  nor  more  than  twelve  years. 

High  treason.  First  offence,  not  less  than  three  nor  more  than  six  years  3  second  offence, 
not  exceeding  ten  years. 

Arson.  First  offence,  not  less  than  one  nor  more  than  ten  years  3  second  offence,  not  more 
than  fifteen  years. 

Rape.    First  offence,  not  less  than  two  nor  more  than  twelve  years. 

Burglary.  First  offence,  not  less  than  tv/o  nor  more  than  ten  years  3  second  offence,  not 
exceeding  fifteen  years. 

Sodomy.  First  offence,  not  less  than  one  nor  more  than  five  years  3  second  offence,  not 
more  than  ten  years. 

Forgery.  First  offence,  not  less  than  one  nor  more  than  seven  years  3  second  offence,  not 
exceeding  ten  years. 

Robbery.  First  offence,  not  less  than  one  nor  more  than  seven  years  3  second  offence,  not 
less  than  twelve  years. 

Mayliem.  First  offence,  not  less  than  one  nor  more  than  seven  years  3  second  offence,  not 
more  than  fourteen  years. 

Kidnapping.  First  offence,  not  less  than  five  nor  more  than  twelve  years  3  second  offence, 
for  twenty-one  years. 

Horse  stealing.  First  offence,  not  less  than  one  nor  more  than  four  years  3  second  offence, 
not  more  than  seven  years. 

Perjury.  First  offence,  not  less  than  one  nor  more  than  five  years  j  second  offence,  not 
more  than  eight  years.    Law  of  1829. 

DELAWARE. 

Treason.  Death. 
Murder.  Death. 
Manslaughter,  first  degree.    Person  convicted  of,  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  felony,  and 
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shall  sufior  death.  Provided,  however,  that  the  person  so  convicted,  shall  forthwith,  after 
such  conviction,  pray  of  the  justices  in  open  ccurl,  the  benefit  of  tliis  act,  tiicn  (lie  court  ^iiall 
order  liiat  the  jxirson  so  convicted  shall  pay  a  fine  not  loss  iliaii  ':H)0  dollars,  nor  more  than 
3,000  dollars  ;  and  suffer  imprisonment  not  exceeding  lv,'o  years. 

Secojid  oje/u-e.  Fine,  not  less  than  400  dollars,  nor  more  than  6,000  dollars;  and  imprison- 
ment not  exceeding  four  yeai-s. 

MuHxluuglUer,  xecojul  digree.  Death ;  with  the  same  proviso  as  for  manslaughter  of  the 
first  degree^  only  that  the  fine  shall  not  be  less  than  100  dollars,  nor  more  than  1,000  dollars ; 
and  the  term  of  imprisonment  shall  not  exceed  one  year. 

Assault,  Willi  iiUeiU.  to  viurder.  tuic,  not  less  than  500  dollars  nor  more  thmi  0,000  dollars  ; 
shall  be  set  in  the  pillory  for  one  hour ;  shall  sufi'er  imprisonment  for  a  tenn  not  exceeding 
two  years ;  and  at  tlie  expiration  of  the  term  of  such  imprisonment,  shall  be  sold  as  a  servant 
for  a  term  not  loss  than  one  nor  more  than  seven  years. 

Wilfullij  administering  poisan.  Fine,  not  less  than  300  dollars  nor  more  tluin  10,000  dol- 
lars; set  on  the  pillory  for  one  hour;  publicly  whip|;ed  on  ihe  bare  back,  sixty  lashes,  well 
laid  on  ;  be  imprisoned  not  exceeding  four  years ;  and  aflcrwards  be  sold  as  a  servant  not 
exceeding  fourteen  years. 

Maliciously  maiini/ig,  and  by  lying  in  wail.  Fine,  not  exceeding  2,000  dollars  nor  less  than 
400  dollars;  whipped  on  the  bare  back,  sixty  lashes,  well  laid  on;  be  imprisoned  not  exceed- 
ing two  years ;  and  afterwards  sold  as  a  servant  not  less  than  four  years  nor  more  than 
seven  years. 

Witliout  lying  in  wait.  Fine,  not  less  than  200  dollars  nor  more  than  2,000  dollars ;  and 
be  imprisoned  not  less  than  three  months  nor  more  than  one  year. 

Rape.     Death. 

Assault,  icitli  intent  to  ravish,  or  shall  carnally  abuse  a  female  child  under  10  years  ofa^e. 
Fine,  not  less  than  ^400  nor  more  than  ^5,000  ;  set  on  the  pillory  one  hour ;  publicly  whip- 
ped, on  the  bare  back,  sixty  lashes,  welflaid  on;  and  sulTer  imprisonment  not  more  than  two 
years ;  and  aflerwards  be  sold  as  a  servant  not  exceeding  fourteen  years. 

Burglary.     Death. 

Breaking  into  any  office  ivhere  records  are  kept,  in  the  night  time,  to  purloin,  alter,  injure,  4*c. 
Fine,  not  exceeding  *^5,000  nor  less  than  ^500 ;  whipped  publicly  on  the  bare  back,  thirty- 
nine  lashes,  well  laid  on ;  be  imprisoned  not  more  than  one  year ;  and  aflenvards  sold  to 
service  not  exceeding  seven  years. 

Breaking  Itouse,  d^c.  in  day  time,  or  without  breaking,  either  by  day  or  night,  breaking  and 
entering  by  nigJit,  any  shop,  warehouse,  ^c.  to  commit  any  felony.  Set  in  pillory  for  one  hour ; 
publicly  whipped  thirty-nine  lashes  on  the  bare  back,  well  laid  on  ;  be  imprisoned  not  exceed- 
ing one  year;  ajid  afterwards  sold  to  service  for  a  term  not  less  than  two  nor  more  than 
seven  years  ;  and  if  goods,  &c.  were  taken,  shall  pay  fourfold  their  value,  unless  such  goods 
are  returned. 

Arson,  burning  any  dwelling  house,  court  house,  or  any  office  in  which  public  records  are  kept. 
Death. 

Burning  other  buildings,  vessels,  cJ'C.  Fine,  not  less  than  5-500  nor  more  than  5G,0CO ;  and 
when  a  building  or  other  property  is  destroyed,  shall  pay  the  owner  fourfold  the  value  ;  shall 
be  set  on  the  pillory  one  hour ;  publicly  whipped  on  the  bare  back,  not  exceeding  sixty  lashes, 
well  laid  on  ;  be  imprisoned  not  more  than  two  yeai-s ;  and  aflcrwards  sold  to  service  for  a 
term  not  less  than  four  nor  more  than  fourteen  years. 

Burning  building  by  the  owner,  to  defraud  undencriters.  Shall  be  fined  in  sum  of  four  times 
the  amount  of  insurance  ;  and  sold  as  a  servant  for  a  tcnn  not  less  than  three  nor  more  than 
seven  years. 

Burning  grain,  hay,  boards,  fyc.  Fine,  not  exceeding  ,S3,.000 ;  publicly  whipped  not  ex- 
ceeding thirty-nine  lashes  ;  and  sold  as  a  sei-vant  for  a  term  not  exceeding  four  yeprs. 

Attempting  to  burn  any  building,  grain,  hay,  lumber,  SfC.  Fine,  not  excce^ding  55,000 ; 
whipped  not  exceeding  thirty-nine  lashes  ;  and  sold  as  a  servant  not  exceeding  four  years. 

Kidnapping,  or  assisting  to  kidnap.  Fine,  not  less  tlian  gl,000  nor  more  tiian  ^2,000;  set 
on  pillory  one  hour ;  whipped  sixty  lashes  on  the  bare  back,  well  laid  on ;  solilary  confine- 
ment in  prison  not  less  than  three  nor  more  than  seven  years ;  and  af\ei-wards  sold  as  a  ser- 
vant to  the  highest  bidder  for  seven  years. 

Second  offence.     Death. 

Robbery  on  or  near  the  highicay,  or  in  dicelling  house.  Fine,  not  less  than  ^1 .000  nor  more 
than  ;5f3,0OO  ;  set  on  the  pillory  one  hour  ;  sixty  "lashes  on  bare  back,  well  laid  on  ;  imprison- 
ment not  exceeding  four  years  ;  and  aflerwards  «old  as  a  servant  for  fifteen  years. 

If  committed  in  any  other  place  other  tfuin  as  above.  Fine,  not  less  than  $500  nor  more  than 
^2,000;  pillory  one  hour ;  thirty-nine  lashes  on  bare  back;  imprisonment  not  more  than  two 
years  ;  and  aflerwards  sold  as  a  servant  for  ten  years. 

Assault,  u-itk  intent  to  rob.  Fine,  not  less  than"  ^200  nor  more  than  %\  ,000 ;  whif'ped  thirty- 
nine  lashes  on  the  bare  back  ;  shall  be  imprisoned  not  more  than  two  years  ;  and  aflenvards 
sold  to  service  for  four  years. 

Stealing  slave,  horse,  ass,  or  mule,  breaking  or  picking  any  lock,  and  felonicntsly  stealing 
goods,  money  or  effects,  Sfc.  Shall  pay  fourfold  to  the  owner  if  goods,  &c.  are  not  restored, 
and  twofold  if  restored  ;  set  on  pillory  one  hour ;  whipped  on  the  bare  back  thirty -nine  lashes ; 
and  sold  to  service  for  seven  years. 

Disposing,  or  offering  to  dispose  of  any  Iwrse,  ass,  or  mule,  stolen  iit  another  State.     Shall 
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forfeit  and  pay,  if  a  disposal  has  been  effected,  four  times  the  sum  for  which  said  horse,  &:c. 
was  sold  or  exchanged,  to  the  person  to  whom  such  sale  was  made ;  publicly  whipped,  &c. 
thirty-nine  lashes  j  and  imprisonment  not  more  than  two  years. 

Binjing  or  receiving,  knowing  them  to  be  stolen,  any  slave,  horse,  ass,  SfC.  Forfeit  and  pay 
to  the  owner,  unless  such  property  be  restored,  fourfold  the  value,  and  in  ca^e  the  properly  is 
restored,  twofold  the  value  5  whipped,  &c.  thirty-nine  lashes  5  and  sold  to  service  for  seven 
years. 

Larceny,  in  stealing  goods,  bank  notes,  SfC.  S^c.  Shall  j^ay  to  the  owner  fourfold  the  value 
if  restoration  of  goods,  &c.  be  not  made  5  if  restored,  twofold  the  value  ;  whipped,  &,c.  twenty 
one  lashes  5  und  to  wear  for  six  months  aflerwards  a  Roman  T  of  a  scarlet  color,  on  his  out- 
side garment  on  the  back,  between  the  shoulders,  said  T  to  be  not  less  than  four  inches  long 
and  one  inch  wide. 

Second  offence.  Pay  to  the  owner  as  on  first  offence  5  whipped  thirty -nine  lashes  5  set  in  the 
pillory  one  hour ;  and  sold  to  service  for  a  term  not  less  than  one  year,  nor  more  than  seven 
years. 

Buijing  or  receiving  stolen  goods,  knowing  them  to  he  such.  Pay  to  the  owner  as  in  the  two 
last  cases  ;  whipped  twenty-one  lashes  5  wear  for  six  months  the  Roman  letter  R,  as  directed 
in  regard  to  letter  T,  for  larceny. 

Second  offence.  Pay  to  the  owner  as  before  ;  whipped  thirty-nine  lashes ;  stand  in  pillory 
one  hour  5  and  sold  to  service  not  less  than  one  year  nor  more  than  seven  years. 

Perjury,  or  subornation  of  perjury.  Fine,  not  less  than  ,'^300  nor  more  than52,000;  set 
on  the  pillory  one  hour ;  and  sold  to  service  not  less  than  four  nor  more  than  seven  years. 

Forging  bank  notes  or  other  instruments,  affecting  banks,  or  passing  or  attempting  to  pass 
such  false,  or  forged  7iotes.  Fine,  not  less  than  ;g5d0  nor  more  than  5'2,000  ;  set  on  pillory 
one  hour  5  solitary  imprisonment  not  exceeding  three  months  5  and  wear  on  the  outside  gar- 
ment between  the  shoulders,  for  a  term  not  less  than  two  nor  more  than  five  years,  the  letter 
F,  not  less  than  six  inches  long  and  two  inches  wide,  the  F  to  be  of  a  scarlet  color. 

Making  plates  or  instruments  for  counterfeiting  bank  bills,  or  having  such  plates,  <^'c.  in 
possession  with  intent  to  use,  or  having  in  possession  any  unfnished  or  bank  bills,  with  intent  to 
fnish  or  fill  up,  Sfc.  Fine,  not  less  than  ^500  nor  more  than  ^4,000 ;  pillory  one  hour ; 
whipped  thirty-nine  lashes  j  imprisonment  not  exceeding  two  years  5  and  to  wear  the  F, 
(mentioned  above,)  not  less  than  five  years  afterwards. 

Forging  promissory  note,  order,  receipt,  bill  of  exchange,  will,  deed,  SfC.  8^c.  or  uttering, 
passing,  or  attempting  to  j^uss.  Fine,  not  less  than  ^500  nor  more  than  j^2,C00  ;  pillory  one 
hour  5  solitary  imprisonment  for  three  months  5.  and  wear  tlie  letter  F,  (as  stated  above,)  for 
a  term  not  less  than  two  nor  more  than  five  years  aflerwards. 

Counterfeiting  public  seals,  or  having  them  in  possession  icith  intent  to  use,  and  concealing 
them,  or  unlawfully  and  corruptly  affix  a  true  seal  to  any  instrument  or  uniting.  Fine,  not  ex- 
ceeding ^1,000;  and  imprisonment  not  less  than  six  months  nor  more  than  two  years. 

Forging,  altering,  embezzling,  or  destroying  public  records.  Fine,  not  less  than  5500  nor 
more  than  $4, 0(H);  solitar}  imprisonment  for  three  months;  and  wear  the  letter  F,  (as  be- 
fore mentioned,)  not  less  than  five  years  afterwards. 

Duelling,  giving  or  accepting  a  challenge,  carrying  or  delivering  such  challejtge,  engaging 
in  and  fighting  a  duel,  or  being  a  second  ichether  the  duel  take  place  or  not,  or  shall  he  any  ivay 
concerned  in  aiding  or  encouraging.  Fine,  $\,Q^Q;  imprisonment  three  months  j  and  forever 
disqualified  from  holding  any  office  in  the  State. 

Ricjt.  Fine,  not  less  than  ^20  nor  more  than  ^200 ;  and  may  be  imprisoned  not  exceeding 
six  months. 

Barratry.     Fine,  not  less  than  ^50  nor  more  than  ^400. 

Bigamy.  Fine,  not  less  than  ^400  nor  more  than  ^2,000;  imprisonment  not  less  than 
three  months  nor  more  than  one  year. 

Sodotmj.  Fine,  ^l^OOO;  solitary  imprisonment  not  exceeding  three  years;  and  whipped 
publicly  sixty  lashes  on  bare  back,  well  laid  on. 

Pretending  to  exercise  loitchcraft,  cc7} juration,  foHune-telling ,  SfC.  Publicly  whipped  twenty- 
one  lashes  ;  and  fine  not  exceeding  ^iOO. 

Adultery.     Fuie,  5 100. 

MARYLAND. 

Treason.  Death,  by  hanging ;  or  confinement  to  hard  labor  in  the  penitentiary  not  less 
than  six  nor  more  than  twenty  years. 

Insurrection  or  rebellion  by  free  negroes,  mulattoes,  or  slaves,  and  by  ichite  persons  xcith  them. 
Death,  by  hanging. 

Consulting,  conspiring,  t^c.  by  such  free  negroes,  SfC.  and  by  white  persons  xoith  them,  to 
raise  insurrection  and  rebellion.  Confinement  in  the  penitentiary  not  less  than  six  nor  more 
than  twenty  years. 

Counterfeiting  the  great  seal  of  the  State,  or  of  any  court,  or  ami  otlier  public  seal,  or  nsin^ 
the  same,  or  stealing  any  of  them,  or  being  in  possession  and  wilfully  concealing  them.  Peni- 
tentiary not  less  than  five  nor  more  than  ten  years. 

Forging  and  counterfeiting  amj  gold  or  silver  coin,  current  in  the  State,  or  falsely  tittering 
the  same,  or  aiding  therein.     Penitentiary  not  less  than  four  nor  more  than  ten  years. 

Murder,  of  tlie  first  degree,  and  aiding.    Death,  by  hanging. 
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Murder,  of  the  second  degree,  and  aiding.  Penitentiary  not  less  than  five  years  nor  more 
tlian  eighteen  years. 

Manslaughter.     Penitentiary  not  more  than  ten  years. 

Maijheni,  tarring  and  feathering,  or  aiding.     Penitentiary  not  more  tlian  ten  years. 

Cutting  out  tongue,  slitting  nose,  putting  out  an  eye,  SfC.  to  nuxim  or  disfigure.  Penitentiary 
not  less  than  two  nor  more  than  ten  years. 

Rape,  or  being  accessary.  Death,  by  hanging-  5  or  confinement  in  penitentiary  not  less  thain 
one  nor  more  than  twenty-one  years. 

Carnal  knowledge,  and  abuse  of  any  fanale  under  ten  years  old.     Same  as  rape. 

Sodomy,     Peniientiary  not  less  than  one  nor  more  than  ten  years. 

Assault,  to  rob,  murder,  or  rape.     Penitentiary  not  less  than  two  nor  more  than  ten  years. 

Kid/uipping.     Penitentiary  not  less  than  two  nor  more  than  ten  years. 

Arson.  Death,  by  hanging  5  or  penitentiary  not  less  than  five  years  nor  more  than  twenty 
years. 

Wilfully  burning  any  mill,  distillery,  or  any  out  house,  not  being  parcel  of  a  dwelling  luntse, 
or  burning  any  slack  of  hay,  <^c.  or  aiding.  Death,  by  hanging ;  or  penitentiary  not  less 
than  three  nor  more  than  twelve  years. 

Wilfully  burning  any  ship  or  vessel.  Penitentiary  not  less  than  two  nor  more  than  twelve 
years. 

Burglary,  or  accessary  before  the  fact.  Restoration  of  property  or  paying  the  value  j  and 
penitentiary  not  less  than  three  nor  more  than  ten  years. 

Breaking  dwelling  house  in  the  day  time,  or  a  storehouse,  <^c.  in  the  day  or  night,  with  intent 
to  commit  murder  or  felony ,  or  aiding.     Penitentiary  not  less  than  two  nor  morethan  ten  years. 

Breaking  into  a  shop,  o^c.  though  not  contiguous  to  or  used  with  the  mansion  house,  and  steal- 
ing money  or  goods,  to  the  value  of  one  dollar  or  upwards,  or  being  accessary.  Restoration  or 
payment  of  the  value  ;  and  penitentiary  not  less  than  two  nor  more  than  twelve  years. 

Simple  larceny  to  tlie  value  of  %b  and  upwards,  or  accessary  before  the  fact.  Restoration  or 
payment  of  the  value  ;  and  penitentiary  not  less  than  one  nor  more  than  fifteen  years. 

Robbery,  or  accessary  before  the  fact.  Restoration  or  payment  of  the  value  j  and  peniten- 
liar)'  not  less  than  three  nor  more  tlian  ten  years. 

Horse  stealing,  or  accessary  before  or  after  the  fact.  Restoration  or  payment  of  the  value  } 
and  penitentiary  not  less  than  two  nor  more  than  fourteen  years. 

Maliciously  stabbing,  killing,  or  destroying  any  horse,  mule,  ass,  SfC.  not  the  property  of  the 
person.    Penitentiary  not  less  than  one  nor  more  than  four  years. 

Stealing  a  vessel,  or  slave,  or  being  accessary.  RestoraUon  or  payment  of  the  value  3  and 
penitentiary  not  more  than  twelve  years. 

Stealing  personal  goods  under  the  value  of  ^5,  or  breaking  into  a  shop,  <^c.  not  contiguous 
to,  or  used  with  any  mansion  house,  and  stealing  money,  SfC.  under  the  value  of  %\.  Restora- 
tion or  payment  of  the  value }  £uid  penitentiary  not  less  than  three  months  nor  more  thaa 
one  year. 

Robbery  or  larceny  of  a  bond,  Spc.  for  payment  of  money,  uxill,  bank  note,  Sl^.  Same  as 
robbery  or  larceny  of  goods,  chattels,  &c. 

Receiving  stolen  money,  goods,  S^c.  Restoration  or  payment  of  the  value  j  and  penitentiary 
not  less  than  three  months  nor  more  than  ten  years. 

Employing  an  artist  to  engrave,  or  being  concerned  in  engrainng  any  plate  in  imitation  of 
bank  notes,  ^c.  or  striking  impressions  therefrom,  orfxing  fraudulent  or  forged  sigtuxtures ,  or 
being  concerned  in  altering  or  forging  any  bank  note,  or  knuwirigly  passing  the  same,  or  passing 
as  genuine  a  note  purporting  to  be  of  a  bank  ichich  does  not  exist.  Penitentiary  not  less  than 
five  nor  more  than  ten  years. 

Second  offeiwe  for  passing  counterfeit  bills,  4*c.  Peniientiary  not  less  than  ten  years  nor 
more  than'uvcnty. 

Forging  any  deed,  will,  bond,  receipt,  8^^c.     Same  as  above. 

Forging  tlie  Maryland  brand  on  any  hogshead  or  cask  of  tobacco.  Penitentiary  not  less  than 
two  nor  more  than  four  years. 

Bigamy.     Penitentiary  not  less  than  one  nor  more  than  nine  years. 

Keepins; gaming  tables,  {except  billiard  tables,)  or  banks,  icith  permission  to  bet  against  them, 
and  strolling  about  and  derivirig  support  from  horse-racing  or  gaming.  Peuitenliary  not  less 
than  three  months  nor  more  than  two  years. 

Any  person  appreliended  having  on  him  a  pick-lock,  S^c.  unth  intent  to  break  into  any  house,  Sj-c. 
or  any  weapon  with  intent  feloniously  to  assault ;  or  found  in  or  about  the  same,  with  intent  to 
steal.     Penitentiary  not  less  than  three  months  nor  more  than  two  years. 

Wilful  importation  by  any  commander  of  a  vessel,  from  any  foreign  countrv ,  of  any  felon, 
convict  or  slave  ;  or  bringing  into  the  State,  by  any  person,  by  land  or  water,  from  any  foreign 
country,  any  negro  or  midalto,  with  intent  to  dispose  of  such  negro  or  mulatto  as  a  slave.  Peni- 
tentiary not  less  than  one  year  nor  more  than  five  years. 

Perjury  or  subornation  of  perjury.     Penitentiary  not  less  than  five  nor  more  than  ten  years. 

Embezzling,  stealing,  rasing,^  SfC.  any  will,  patent,  deed,  Sfc.  record  or  parcel  thereof,  where- 
by any  Hght  may  be  defeated.     Penitentiary  not  less  than  three  nor  more  than  seven  years. 

Forging  or  counterfeiting  any  commission,  patent  or  pardon,  or  any  warrant  whereby  moneij 
mau  be  drawn  from  the  treasury,  or  being  knowingly  concerned  in  printing,  writiiig,  ^'C.  any 
such,  forged  warrant,  with  inteiU  to  defraud.  Penitentiary  not  less  than  two  nor  more  than 
ten  years. 
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Any  judge,  or  other  ■person,  concerned  in  the  administration  of  justice,  taking  an  illegal  fee, 
gift,  or  reward,  to  ivfiiumce  his  behavior  in  office,  and  every  person  giving  such  fee,  gift,  ^. 
sliall  be  deemed  guilty  of  bnbei-y.     Penitentiary  not  less  than  two  nor  more  than  twelve  years. 

Embracery,  by  procuring  a  juror  to  take  gain  or  proft  for  his  verdict,  and  the  taking  it  by  a 
juror.  Penitentiary  not  less  than  one  nor  more  than  six  years  j  and  disqualification  from 
serving-  on  a  jury  ever  after. 

Wilfully  bunting,  or  conspiring  to  hum  any  court  house,  prison,  office,  SfC.  or  any  church, 
college,  S^^c.  or  market  house,  or  aiding  tlierein.  Death,  by  hanging}  or  penitentiary  not  more 
than  fifteen  years. 

Wilfully  and  7iuiliciously  burning,  or  conspiring  and  attempting  to  bum  any  public  arsenal, 
magazine,  or  military,  or  naval  stores,  ships,  ^'C.  Death,  by  hanging }  or  penitentiary  not  less 
tliaii  three  not  more  than  ten  yeeirs. 

Fighting  a  duel,  and  killing  an  antagonist,  or  wounding  him  so  that  lie  shall  die  thereof 
within  tvjelve  jnonths  and  a  day ,  and  aiding  and  abetting.  Penitentiary  not  less  than  five  nor 
more  tlian  eighteen  years. 

Challenging,  or  accepting  a  challenge  to  a  duel.  Declared  incapable  ever  after  of  holding 
any  office  civil  or  military  in  the  State. 

Stealing,  cutting  away,  ^c.  any  buoy  in  tlie  Chesapeake  or  Petapsco,  legally  placed  therein, 
and  those  aiding  and  abetting.     Penitentiary  not  exceeding  seven  years. 

Free  persons  enticing  skives  to  run  away.     Penitentiary  not  more  than  six  years. 

In  regard  to  the  crimes  of  adultery  and  fornication,  by  the  law  of  1715,  the  punishment  for 
adultery  was  £3,  or  1200  pounds  of  tobacco  5  and  lor  fornication  £i  :  10s.,  or  600  pounds 
tobacco. 

The  persons  sentenced  to  the  penitentiary  as  aforesaid  may  be  sentenced  by  the  court  to 
solitary  confinement  for  a  tenii  of  time  not  exceeding  one  half  nor  less  than  one  twentieth  pjul 
of  the  whole  term  of  sentence. 

VIRGINIA. 

Treason.     Death,  by  hanging. 

Slaves  consjnring  to  rebel,  or  to  murder  any  free  person.     Death. 

Free  persons  advising  or  consinrlng  with  a  slave  in  7-ebellion  or  murder.     Death. 

Stealing  or  selling  a  free  person  for  a  slave.  Penitentiary  not  less  than  one  nor  more  than 
ten  years. 

Stealing  a  slave.     Penitentiary  not  less  than  three  nor  more  than  eight  years. 

Murder,  oftliefrst  degree.     Deatli. 

Murder  of  second  degree.     Penitentiary  not  less  than  five  years  nor  more  tlian  eighteen  years- 

Robbery,  or  accessary  before  the  fact.  Restoration  or  payment ;  and  penitentiary  not  lesi 
than  five  nor  more  than  ten  years. 

Burglary.     Same  as  robbery. 

Manslaughter.  Penitentiary  not  less  than  two  nor  more  than  ten  years ;  and  give  bonds 
for  good  behavior  for  such  time  as  the  court  may  order. 

Maiming,  by  cutting  out  the  tongue,  pidting  out  the  eye,  8^c.  4'C-  ^'C  and  aiding  tha'dn. 
Penitentiary  not  less  than  two  nor  more  than  ten  years ;  and  fiiie  not  exceeding  ^1,000. 

Killing  a  person  in  a  duel.     Shall  be  considered  a  murderer,  and  shall  suffer  death. 

Cliallenging  to  a  duel,  or  accepting  a  challmge.     Forever  disqualified  for  office. 

Raj>e,  or  accessary.     Penitentiary  not  less  than  ten  nor  more  than  twenty-one  years. 

Rape  by  a  slave.     Death. 

Carnally  knowing,  or  abusing  a  female  child  under  ten  years  of  age,  or  accessary  before  ilie 
fact.     Penitentiary  not  less  than  one  nor  more  than  ten  years. 

Same  by  a  slave.     Death. 

Slave  attempting  to  ravish  a  ivhite  woman.     Castration. 

Buggery  with  man  or  beast.    Penitentiary  not  less  than  one  nor  more  than  ten  years. 

Same  by  a  slave.     Death. 

Arson.     Death. 

Accessanes  to  arson.  If  a  free  person,  penitentiary  not  less  than  ten  nor  more  than  twenlj« 
one  years.     If  a  slave,  death. 

Wilfully  setting f  re  to  any  house  in  a  toicn,  by  night  or  day.     Death. 

Maliciouslij ,  by  nig/d  or  day,  settitig  fre  to  any  bam,  shop,  stable,  stack  of  wheat,  corn,  SfC. 
or  aiding  and  abetting.  Pay  all  damages ;  and  penitentiary  or  jail  not  less  than  two  nor  more 
than  five  ye£u*s. 

Wilfullii  burning  any  house  or  houses,  other  tlmn  those  before  enumerated,  either  by  nighi  or 
by  day.     Penitentiary  not  less  than  one  nor  more  than  ten  years. 

Slaves  wilfully  burning  any  barn,  stable,  shop,  corn  house,  SfC.     Death. 

Feloniously  breakins;  any  warehouse  or  storehouse,  and  taking  money,  goods,  chattels,  SfC.  or 
aiding  and  abetting.     Penitentiary  not  less  than  one  nor  more  tlian  ten  years. 

If  by  a  slave.     Death. 

Keeping  a  Faro  Bank,  E  O  Table,  SfC.  or  suffering  them  to  be  used  on  tlie  premises  of  any 
innholder,  J^^c.  Penitentiary  not  less  than  one  year  nor  more  than  two  years  5  and  fine  not 
exceeding  ^500. 

Forcible  abduction  and  Tnarriage.     Penitentiary  not  less  tlian  two  nor  more  than  ten  years. 

Urdatvfully  taking  away  from  parent  or  guardian  any  fanak  under  ten  years.  Imprison- 
ment not  more  than  two  years. 
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Taking  away  and  dejlowering  such  maid  err  iconmn  child.     Impriscoment  five  years. 

Perjury  and  subornation  ofjperjnrtj.  Fine,  not  exceeding  5'  jOO^  >  imprisonment  one  year  ; 
forfeiture  "of  any  ottice  of  honor  or  profit  which  he  may  hold  5  and  be  forever  incapable  of 
holding'  any  office  in  tlie  State. 

Juror,  accepting  a  bribe.  Fine,  not  less  than  ten  times  the  amount  or  value  of  the  bribe 
taken ;  imprisoned  six  months ;   and  be  subject  to  llie  same  disabilities  as  in  case  of  perjury. 

Einbracenj,  or  procuring  a  juror  to  accept  a  bribe.  Fine,  as  in  tlic  case  of  a  juror  3  im- 
prisonment twelve  months 7  and  the  same  disabilities. 

For^renj  of  current  coin,  or  bank  notes,  or  aiding  in  such  forgery,  with  intent  to  injure  or 
defraud,  or  passing  or  ojj'ering  to  pass  such  counterfeit  coin  or  bank  notes,  with  intent  to  de- 
fraud.    Penitentiary  not  less  tlian  ten  nor  more  than  twenty  years. 

Forgin<r  or  procuring  to  be  forged,  or  keeping  and  concealing  any  instrument  far  the  pur- 
pose offolging  coin,  bank  notes,  SfC,  or  the  seal  of  any  banking  company,  or  any  public  official 
seal.  When  against  a  banking-  company,  penitentiary  not  less  than  five  nor  more  than  fifteen 
3'ear3.  ^Vhen  ni  relation  to  any  other  public  seal,  penitentiary  not  less  than  one  nor  more  than 
ten  years. 

Porgery  of  any  check,  post  note,  or  order  on  ami  bank,  ^'C,  or  obtaining  or  attempting  to  ob- 
tain ynorny,  S^-c,  'by  means  of  such  forged  check,  S^c,  or  aiding  therein.  Penitentiary  not  less 
than  two  nor  more  than  ten  j-ears. 

Forgery  of  any  land  icarrant,  or  other  warrajit,  issued  by  the  State  or  U.  S.,  or  any  bill  of 
credit,  record,  deed,  will,  note,  bond,  ^c.  Penitentiary  not  less  than  one  nor  more  than  ten 
years. 

Forging  or  counierfeiting  tlie  brand  or  Tnark  of  any  inspector  of  tobacco,  or  exporting  tobacco 
with  such  forged  brand  or  mark,  with  intent  to  defraud.  Penitentiary  not  less  than  one  nor 
more  than  ten  years. 

Voluntarily  destroying  or  concealing  any  codicil  or  will,  or  aiding  therein.  Same  as  the 
foregoing. 

A  slave  committing  any  of  the  aforesaid  forgeries,  <^'c.     Death. 

Obtaining  money  or  goods  by  false  tokens.  Imprisonment  not  exceeding  one  year  j  and 
setting  in  the  pillory. 

Horse  stealing,  or  accessary.    Penitentiary  not  less  than  five  nor  more  than  ten  years. 

If  by  a  slave.     Death. 

Buyers  or  receivers  of  stolen  horses,  knowing  theni  to  be  such,  and  accessaries.  Penitentiary 
not  less  than  six  montlis  nor  more  than  four  years.     If  a  slave,  Death. 

Embezzling,  or  stealing  and  taking  away  any  record,  writ,  return,  process,  warrant,  ^c.  of 
any  court.  If  a  slave,  death.  If  by  a  free  person,  penitentiary  not  less  than  one  nor  more 
than  ten  years. 

Grand  larceny,  or  ivhere  the  value  of  property  exceeds  ,'^10.  Restoration  of  goods  or  pay- 
ment of  the  value  ;  and  penitentiary  not  less  than  one  nor  more  than  three  years. 

Petit  larceny,  or  under  ten  dollars.  First  ofience,  restoration  or  payment,  and  confinement 
in  the  county  jail  not  less  than  one  nor  more  than  six  months  5  and  fed  on  low,  coarse  diet,  as 
convicts  are"  fed  in  the  penitentiary,  and  punished  by  stripes  at  the  discretion  of  the  court,  to 
be  inflicted  at  one  time  or  different  limes,  provided  that  no  more  than  thirty-nine  stripes  be 
inflicted  at  any  one  time. 

Petit  larceny,  second  offence.    Penitentiary  not  less  than  five  nor  more  than  ten  years. 

Persons  having  been  ojice  sentenced  to  the  penitentiary  for  an  offence,  if  aflerwards  convicted 
of  any  other  offence,  of  which,  being  convicted,  would  subject  them  to  confinement  in  the  peniten- 
tiary for  a  term  not  less  than  five  years.     Imprisonment  for  life. 

Any  person  after  having' been  twice  before  convicted  and  sentenced  to  the  penitentiary,  who 
shall  be  a  third  time  convicted  and  sentenced.     Imprisonment  for  life. 

By  a  law  of  March,  1824.,  persons  convicted  of  offences  which  by  any  existing  law  would 
subject  them  to  imprisonment  in  the  penitentiary  fi)r  life,  are  to  be  punished  with  death  by 
hanging.     This  law  wels  to  take  effect  after  the  first  of  May,  ol  the  same  year. 

A  great  variety  of  laws  for  the  punishment  of  slaves  and  of  persons  of  color,  for  various 
offences,  are  not  transcribed. 

Persons  sentenced  to  the  penitentiary  are  by  law  to  suffer  solitary  confinement  for  a  term 
of  time  not  less  than  one  eighth  nor  more  than  one  half  of  the  term  of  sentence.  This  confine- 
ment to  be  at  convenient  intervals  of  time,  reserving  always  three  months  to  be  inflicted  im- 
mediately preceding  their  discharge.  But  the  supermtendent  may,  if  the  physician  shall  judge 
the  health  of  the  convict  require  it,  remove  any  convict  from  the  solitary  cell. 

Wilfully  setting  fire  to  or  burning  bridge  of  the  value  of  %\Q^.  Penitentiary  not  less  than 
two,  nor  more  than  ten  years.     If  a  slave.  Death. 

Destruction,  or  wilful  injury  of  a  canal,  and  its  appurtenances.     Same  as  the  foregoing. 

Adultery.     Fine,  520. 

Fornication.     Fine,  $10. 

Riot.     Imprisonment  and  fine,  as  determined  by  a  jury  before  whom  trial  may  be  had. 

Conspiracy  to  procure  an  indictment  against  another.  Imprisonment  and  fine,  at  the  dis- 
cretion of  the  jury. 

Moving  suits  at  law,  or  procuring  tliem  to  be  moved,  ^c.     Same  as  the  foregoing. 

24* 
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SOME   OF   THE   PRINCIPAL    PROVISIONS    OF   MR.   LIVINGSTON'S   CODE 
FOR  LOUISIANA. 

Of  treason.  Treason  is  defined  by  the  Conslilution  of  the  State.  It  consists  in  levying 
war  against  the  State,  or  in  adhering  to  its  enemies,  giving  them  aid  and  comfort ;  but,  as 
by  the  nature  of  the  union  between  the  different  States,  the  levyinsr  war  against  one  State 
is  a  levy  of  war  against  the  whole ;  and  the  constitution  of  the  United  States  having  made 
that  act  treason,  and  vested  the  cognizance  of  the  crime  in  the  Courts  of  the  United  States, 
no  provisions  are  deemed  proper  to  be  made  concerning  that  offence. 

Of  sedition.  Whoever  shall,  by  force  of  arms,  attempt  to  dismember  the  State,  or  to  sub- 
vert or  change  the  constitution  thereof,  shall  be  imprisoned  at  hard  labor,  in  solitude,  during 

life,  and  after  death  his  body  shall  be  delivered  for  dissection. If  any  one  shall,  by  writing, 

printing  or  verbally,  counsel  or  excite  the  people  of  this  State,  or  any  part  thereof,  to  commit 
sedition,  or  to  resist  by  force  the  legal  execution  of  any  constitutional  law  of  the  State,  lie 
shall  be  fined  not  less  than  ^oOO  nor  more  thaji  ^2,000  5  shall  be  imprisoned  in  close  custody 
not  less  than  three  nor  more  than  tv/eive  montiis  j  and  be  suspended  from  his  pohtical  rights 
for  four  years. 

Of  exciting  irisiirreciion.  Any  free  person,  who  shall  aid  in  any  insuiTcction  of  slaves 
against  the  free  inhabitants  of  the  State,  shall  be  imprisoned  at  hard  labor  for  life. 

Rescue,  or  settins;  at  liberty  one  who  is  in  aisfodij  on  a  laivfiil  arrest  for  any  offence.  Shall 
suffer  one  half  of  the  punishment  assigned  by  law  to  the  offence  for  which  the  person  rescued 
was  charged.  If  the  arrest  was  on  a  civil  suit,  the  punishment  shall  be  fine  not  less  than 
$.5^  nor  more  than  ^0(J }  or  imprisonment  in  close  custody  not  less  than  thirty  days  nor  more 
than  six  moiuhs  ;  or  both. 

EscajK,  tclien  not  discharged,  if  JaicfuUy  arrested.  Fine,  not  exceeding  ,^100 ;  or  imprison- 
ed not  exceeding  sixty  days ;  provided  such  escape  be  not  effected  by  breach  of  prison,  or  by 
violence.  If  by  violence,  it  shall  be  punished  in  the  manner  directed  with  respect  to  thoso 
who  oppose  executive  officers  in  the  discharge  of  their  duty. 

Breach  <f  prison,  or  escape,  or  attempt  to  escape  by  violence.  Imprisonment  in  close  custody, 
not  less  than  six  months  nor  more  than  tv»o  years ;  to  commence  after  tlie  expiration  of  his 
original  imprisonment. 

Petyury.  Punishment  by  imprisonment  at  hard  labor,  not  less  than  three  nor  more  than 
seven  years ;  by  a  forfeiture  of  all  political  riglits,  and  of  civil  rights  of  the  first  and  third  class. 

Offences  against  the  judiciary  pov:er,  committed  in  a  court  of  justice.  Fine,  not  exceeding 
520 ;  and  imprisonment  not  exceeding  three  days. 

Unlawful  assemblies  and  riots.  I'iiie,  not  less' than  ^60  nor  more  than  ^SCO  j  and  imprison- 
ment not  less  than  three  nor  more  than  six  months,  in  close  custody. 

Of  public  disturbance.  Public  disturbers  shall  be  fined  not  exceeding  ^20)  cr  imprisoned 
not  exceeding  ten  days ;  or  both. 

Bribenj  at  elections.  Fine,  not  less  than  ^100  nor  more  than  ^500 }  foifeiture  of  all  political 
rights  ;  and  imprisonment  not  exceeding  two  years. 

Of  ojjmces  against  the  liberty  oj' the  press.  Fine,  not  exceeding  in  any  case  ^IjOOO;  im- 
prisonment not  exceeding  six  mouths  5  and  suspension  of  political  rights  not  more  than  four 
years. 

OJ' of erwe  affecting  public  records.  If  any  one  shall  forge,  cr  fraudulently  carry  away,  or 
destroy  any  public  record,  or  shall  forge  any  official  certificate  of  any  officer  having  the 
custody  of  "any  public  records  of  registry,  he  shall  be  imprisoned  at  hard  labor  not  less  than 
seven  nor  more  than  fifteen  yeai-s. 

Ojfcnce  against  tite  current  coin  of  the  .state.  Whoever  .'^hall  counterfeit  any  gold  or  silver 
coin,  or  whoever  shall  pciss  or  ofilcr  to  pass  any  sucii  counterfeit  coin,  knowing  it  to  be  coun- 
terfeit, shall  be  imprisoned  at  hard  labor  not  less  than  seven  nor  more  than  fifteen  years. 

Of  false  weights  and  vmisures.  Whoever  sliall  use  a  fiilse  balance,  weight  or  measure, 
with  intent  to  defraud,  shall  be  fined  not  less  than  ,^20  nor  more  than  ^200  5  and  shall  be  im- 
prisoned in  close  custody  not  less  than  ten  nor  more  than  ninety  days. 

Of  false  marks.  If  any  one  shall  falsely  alter  any  stamp,  brand  or  mark,  on  any  c£isk, 
package,  box  or  bale,  containing  merchandise  or  produce,  made  by  a  public  officer  appointed 
for  that  purpose,  with  intent  to  defraud,  he  sliall  be  fined  not  less  than  200  dollars  nor  more 
than  600  dollars ;  and  shall  be  imprisoned  in  close  custody  not  less  than  thirty  nor  more  than 
ninety  days. 

Of  offences  n  feting  the  credit  of  written  contracts.  \^''hoever  shall  be  guilty  of  the  crime 
of  forgery,  shall  be  imjjrisoned  not  less  than  seven  nor  mere  than  fifteen  years}  and  shall  for- 
feit his  political  and  civil  rights. Whoever  shall  in  this  State  engrave  any  plate,  or  pre- 
pare any  implements  or  inaterials,  for  the  purpose  of  their  being  employed  in  the  forging  any 
notes  of  any  bank,  knowing  nivh  pv.vpoH),  and  with  inlout  to  defraud,  or  shall  have  m  his 
possession  any  such  plate,  iinplcmenls  or  materials,  nsadc  or  prepared  for  such  purpose,  know- 
ing the  same,'  and  v/ith  intent  that  they  shall  be  used  in  the  forging  of  any  such  notes,  he  shall 
be  imprisoned  at  hard  labor  not  less  than  one  nor  more  than  three  years. 

Of  disorderly  hojises.  If  any  one  shall  keep  a  disorderly  house,  he  shall  be  punished  by 
fine  not  exceeding  2(X)  dollars  ;  or  by  imprisonment  in  close  custody  not  more  than  sixty  days. 

Of  offences  against  decency.  If  any  one  shall  make,  publish  or  print  any  obscene  print, 
picture,  or  written  or  printed  composition,  manifestly  tending  to  corrupt  the  morals  of 
youth,  or  shall  designedly  make  any  indecent  or  obscene  exhibition  of  their  persons,  or  of 
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those  of  another,  in  public,  by  which  pudiclty  is  oflonded,  he  shall  be  imprisoned  not  more 
than  six  months  5  or  fined  not  more  than  1,000  dollcirs  5  or  both  5  and  tlie  imprisonment  or  part 
of  it  shall  be  in  close  custody. 

Of  adultery.     When  committed  by  the  wife,  is  an  oflence  for  which  she  forfeits  all  the 

matrimonial  g-ains,  also  her  civil  rig-his  of  the  first  clas^. The  person  with  whom  a  woman 

commits  adultery,  shall  suffer  line  not  less  than  100  dollars  and  not  exceeding  2,000  dollars  j 
or  imprisonment  not  more  than  six  months }  or  both. 

Oj  the  violation  of  places  of  iiUermeiU.  Whoever  shall  open  a  grave,  or  other  place  of 
interment,  for  the  purpose  of  stealing  tlie  coffin,  or  any  part  thereof,  or  the  vestments,  or  other 
articles  interred  with  any  dead  body,  which  is  deposited  in  such  place  of  interment,  shall  be 

imprisoned  at  hard  labor  not  less  dian  one  nor  more  than  three  years. Whoever  lor  the 

purpose  of  sale,  exposure  or  dissection,  shall  remove  any  dead  body  from  the  grave,  or  other 
place  of  interment,  shall  be  fined  not  less  tha;i  50  dollars  nor  more  than  COO  dollars  j  or  im- 
prisoned not  less  than  thirty  nor  more  than  ninety  days. 

Of  offences  ichicli  affect  persons  in  the  exercise  oftlieir  religion.  If  any  one  shall  maliciously 
prevent  any  person  from  doing  any  lawful  act  that  is  required  by  the  religion  he  professes,  or 
shall  by  force  or  threats  of  force,  or  of  iiijury  to  person  or  i>ropcrty,  oblio^e  or  endeavor  to 
oblige  any  one  to  ibllow  any  forms  of  worship,  or  lo  profess  any  mode  of  religious  belief,  or  to 
peribrm  any  religious  riles  or  ceremonies,  he  shall  be  fined  not  less  than  20  dollars  nor  more 
than  ;200  dollars  5  or  imprisoned  in  close  custody  not  exceeding  forty  days  ;  or  both. 

Of  defamation.  Whoever  shall  defame  another,  shall  be  punished  by  fine,  and  imprison- 
ment ;  or  both. If  the  defamation  impute  a  crime,  it  shall  be  punished  by  fine  not  exceed- 
ing 3,000  dollars  J  or  by  imprisonment  not  more  than  twelve  months;  or  by  both;  and  the 
imprisonment  may  be  lor  the  whole  or  apart  of  the  time  in  close  custody. 11" the  defama- 
tion do  not  impute  a  crime,  the  punishment  shall  be  lessened  one  fourth. 

Of  other  injuries  to  reputation  by  effigies,  or  dramatic  representations.  ^\''hoe\"cr  with  intent 
to  bring  another  into  contempt,  or  to  excite  ridicule  or  indignation  against  him,  shall  exhibit 
any  effigy  or  figure,  intended  to  represent  such  other  person,  shall  be  fined  not  exceeding 
1,000  dollars;  or  imprisoned  not  exceeding  ninety  days;  or  both;  and  part  or  the  whole  ot 
the  imprisonment  may  be  in  close  custody. 

Of  false  accusation,  and  threats  of  prosecution.  If  any  two  or  nwre  persons  shall  combine 
falsely  to  accuse  another  of  a  crime,  and,  ia  consequence  of  such  combination,  shall  either 
verbally  or  in  writing  make  such  accusation,  whether  judicially  or  not,  they  shall  be  fined  not 
less  than  100  dollars,  nor  more  than  300  dollars  ;  and  imprisoned  at  hard  labor  not  less  than 
one  nor  more  than  four  years ;  besides  incurring  the  penalty  of  perjury,  if  that  crime 
should  be  committed  in  the  prosecution  of  their  design. 

Of  fabricating  defamatory  papers.  Whoever,  with  intent  to  injure  the  reputation  of  another, 
shall,  wiUiout  an}'  lawful  authority,  publish  or  circulate,  or  make  with  the  uitent  to  publish  or 
circulate,  any  false  writing,  purporting  to  be  the  act  or  work  of  such  other  person,  which  does 
not  constitute  the  crime  of  forgery,  but  which  would,  if  the  same  were  true,  bring  the  person 
whose  act  or  work  it  purports  to  be  into  contempt,  cause  his  society  to  be  generally  avoided, 
excite  public  ridicule  or  indignation  against  him,  or  injure  him  in  hisotfice,  profession  or  trade, 
llie  offender  shall  be  fined  not  exceeding  4,000  dollars ;  and  shall  be  imprisoned  not  exceeding 
one  year,  in  close  confinement. 

Of  assault,  or  simple  assault  and  balterT/.  The  punishment  for  simple  assault  or  battery  is 
fine  not  exceeding  l.COO  dollars:  or  imj  lisonment  not  exceeding  six  months;  or  both;  jmd 
tlie  imprisonment  may  be,  in  whole  or  in  pari,  in  close  custody. 

Of  simple  false  impnsonment.  The  punishment  for  ihis  ofli^nce  is  fine  not  exceeding  5,000 
dollars ;  or  imprisonment  not  cxcecdhig  two  years ;  or  both ;  and  the  whole  or  part  of  the  im- 
prisonment may  be  in  close  custody. 

Of  abduction.  Abduction  is  false  impri-conment  of  a  woman  with  the  intent  to  force  her  into 
a  marriage,  either  v.ith  the  oflender  or  some  other  person,  end  that  whether  the  marriage 

takes  place  or  not. The  punishment  for  this  offence  is  a  fine  not  less  than  ^100  nor  more 

than  ti'2,000;  or  imprisonment  not  less  than  sixty  days  nor  more  than  one  year;  or  both  ;  and 
tlie  imprisonment  may  be,  in  whole  or  in  part,  in  close  custody. 
Rape.     Hard  labor  for  life. 

Abortion.  Whoever,  by  violence,  or  bvany  means  externally  or  internally  applied,  to  any 
pregnar.t  woman,  with  her  consent,  shalf  designedly  procure  an  abortion,  shall  be  impris- 
oned at  hard  labor  not  less  than  tl)ree  nor  more  than  six  years.  If  it  be  done  witlioui  her 
consent,  the  punislimcnt  shall  be  doubled. 

Murd'-r.    Hard  labor  for  life. Each  of  the  aggravated  species  of  murder  has  appropn- 

ate  privations  and  aggravations  of  discipline  aliot'.ed  to  it  in  tlie  code  of  prison  discipline. 

An  attempt  to  murder,  by  administering  poison,  alUiough  it  fail  ia  its  effects,  shall  be  punished 
by  imprisonment  at  hard  labor  lor  fifteen  years. 

Of  duels.  If  any  person  shall  use  any  insulting  words  or  gestures  of  or  to,  or  make  an 
assault  upon  another,  with  intent  or  to  provoke  any  one  to  give  a  challenge  to  fight  a  duel,  or 
as  an  alternative  to  dishonor  him,  he  shall  be  fined  not  less^than  ^50  nor  more  than  ^300 ;  or 

imprisoned  not  less  than  five  nor  more  than  thirty  days  in  close  custody. Whoever  shall 

give  a  challenge  to  fight  a  duel,  or  shall,  on  receiving  such  challenge,  accept  ihe  same,  shall 
Be  ininrisoned  in  close  custody  net  less  than  two  nor  more  tlian  six  months;  and  be  susjiended 

from  his  j)olitlcal  rights  for  lour  years. Whoever  shall   fight  a  duel,  if  he  in  such  fight 

inflicts  no  wound,  shall  be  imprisoned  in  close  custody  not  less  than  six  nor  more  tliau  twelve 
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months;  and  shall  be  suspended  from  his  political  rights  for  six  years.  If  he  wound  his  ad- 
versary, and  such  wound  do  not  occasion  death  or  any  permanent  bodily  disability,  the  im- 
prisonment shall  not  be  less  than  twelve  nor  more  than  eighteen  months ;  and  the  suspension 
for  eight  years.  If  he  fight  a  duel,  and  shall  inflict  a  wound  on  his  adversary  that  causes  a 
permanent  disability,  he  shall  be  imprisoned  not  less  than  twelve  months,  and  be  suspended 
from  the  exercise  of  his  political  rights  and  his  civil  rights  of  the  first  and  third  class  for  seven 
years.  If  in  such  fight  he  kill  or  inflict  a  mortal  wound  on  his  adversary,  he  shall  be  impris- 
oned not  less  than  two  nor  more  than  four  years,  and  forfeit  forever  his  political  rights  and 
Lis  civil  rights  of  the  first  and  third  class.  And  if  such  death  or  mortal  wound  be  inflicted  by 
treachery,  he  shall  be  deemed  guilty  of  murder  by  assassination,  and  shall  suffer  the  punish- 
ment of  that  crime. 

OJftmces  against  civil  and  political  rights  and  conditions.  If  any  person,  to  whom  an  infant 
under  the  age  of  six  years  shall  be  confided  for  nursing,  education,  or  oth<^r  purpose,  shall, 
with  intent  to  deceive  the  parents,  tutors  or  curators  ot  such  infant,  substitute  or  attempt  to 
substitute  another  child  in  the  place  of  the  one  so  confided,  he  shall  be  imprisoned  at  hard 

labor  not  less  than  three  nor  more  than  seven  years. If  any  one  to  whom  such  a  child  shall 

be  so  confided,  or  its  father  or  mother,  shall  expose  or  desert  such  child,  with  intent  wholly  to 
abandon  it,  in  a  place  where  its  life  will  be  endangered,  he  shall  be  punished  at  hard  labor 

not  less  than  five  nor  more  than  ten  years. If  such  exposure  or  abandonment  be  in  an 

inhabited  house,  or  in  a  hospital,  one  half  of  the  punishment  shall  be  inflicted. If  such  child 

shall  die  in  consequence  ot  such  exposure,  it  is  infanticide,  murder,  or  murder  under  trust, 
depending  on  the  person  who  commits  the  crime.  If  it  receive  any  other  bodily  injury,  the 
oflence  shall  be  punished  in  the  same  manner  as  the  same  injury  would  be,  had  it  been  done 
with  intent  to  kill. 

Ofhigamij.  A  person  having  a  wife,  or  husband,  living,  who  shall,  without  having  rea- 
sonable cause  to  believe  such  person  to  be  dead,  contract  a  second  marriage,  is  guilty  of 

bigamy,  and  shall  be  imprisoned  at  hard  labor  not  less  than  one  nor  more  than  five  years. 

If  the  first  wife  or  husband  had,  at  the  time  of  the  subsequent  marriage,  been  absent  for  five 
years,  and  during  that  time  the  accused  had  not  received  any  intelligence  of  his  or  her  being 
alive,  this  shall,  for  the  purpose  of  this  chapter,  be  considered  such  a  reasonable  belief  of  death 
as  to  take  away  all  criminality  from  the  act. 

Of  burning,  and  other  malicious  injury  to  property.  If  any  one  shall  maliciously  set  fire  to 
any  dwelling  house,  with  intent  to  destroy  the  same,  or  shall  destroy  such  house  by  an  ex- 
plosion of  gunpowder,  or  any  other  explosive  matter,  he  shall  be  imprisoned  during  life.  If 
the  house  be  not  a  dwelling  house,  but  contain  personal  property  of  the  value  of  ^100,  he 
shall  be  imprisoned  in  like  manner,  not  less  than  seven  nor  more  than  fourteen  years;  and  if 
it  be  empty  or  contain  personal  properly  of  less  value  than  ^100,  the  punishment  shall  be  a 
like  imprisonment,  not  less  than  five  nor  more  than  ten  years. 

Of  house  breakiiig.  Whoever  enters  a  house  secretly,  or  by  force,  or  threats,  or  fraud, 
during  the  night,  or  in  like  manner  enters  a  house  by  day,  and  conceals  himself  therein  until 
the  night,  with  the  intent  in  either  case  of  committing-  a  crime,  is  guilty  of  the  crime  of  house 
breaking,  and  shall  be  imprisoned  at  hard  labor  not  less  than  ten  nor  more  than  fifteen  years. 

Of  frauduimt  breach  of  trust.  Imprisonment  at  hard  labor  not  exceeding  three  years,  if 
the  property  be  of  the  value  of  ^30;  and  if  above  that  value,  the  like  imprisonment  not  less 
than  one  nor  more  than  four  years. 

Of  fraudulent  apj)ropriation  of  property  found.  If  any  one  shall  come,  by  finding,  to  the 
possession  of  any  personal  property,  of  which  he  shall  know  or  have  reason  to  believe  any 
designated  person  to  be  the  owner,  and  shall  fraudulently  appropriate  the  same,  or  any  part 
thereof,  he  shall  be  imprisoned  in  close  custody,  not  less  than  sixty  days  nor  more  than  six 
months ;  and  shall  be  fined  in  a  sum  equal  to  double  the  amount  of  the  property  so  appro- 
priated. 

Of  the  violation  of  literary  correspondence.  If  any  one  shall  open  ai'.d  read,  or  cause  to  be 
read,  any  sealed  letter,  without  being  authorized  so  to  do,  either  by  the  writer  of  such  letter, 
or  of  the  person  to  whom  it  is  addressed,  or  by  law,  he  shall  be  fined  not  more  than  $50 ;  or 
imprisoned  not  less  than  ten  nor  more  than  thirty  days. 

Of  obtaining  property  by  false  pretences.  If  the  value  of  the  property,  obtained  under  this 
section,  shall  not  amount  to  ,§30,  the  punishment  shall  be  imprisonment  at  hard  labor  not  ex- 
ceeding three  years  ;  and  if  the  value  exceed  that  sum,  the  imprisonment  shall  not  be  less 
than  one  nor  more  than  four  years. 

Of  theft.  Simple  theft,  if  of  property  not  exceeding  in  value  ^30,  is  punishable  by  im- 
prisonment at  hard  labor  not  exceeding  three  years.  If  the  property  be  above  the  valiae  of 
530,  the  punishment  shall  not  be  less  than  two  nor  more  than  four  years. 

Of  theft  by  effraction.  If  any  one  shall  in  the  da}^  time,  with  a  fraudulent  design,  enter  a  house, 
or  ship  or  other  vessel,  without  breaking,  or  other  violence,  and  shall  then  and  there  commit 

a  theft,  he  shall  be  imprisoned  not  less  than  three  nor  more  than  six  3'ears  at  hard  labor. 

If  any  theft  shall  be  committed  by  breaking  any  closet,  box  or  other  place  of  the  like  nature, 
in  which  the  property  stolen  was  contained,  the  punishment  shall  not  be  less  than  four  nor 
more  than  seven  years  at  hard  labor. 

Of  stealing  from  the  person.  If  the  theft  be  committed  by  privately  stealing  property  from 
the  person  of  anodier,  the  oflender  shall  be  imprisoned  at  hard  labor  not  less  than  two  nor 
more  than  six  years. 

Of  robbery.    Robbery  is  theft  committed  by  fraudulently  taking  the  property  of  another 
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from  his  person,  or  in  his  presence,  without  his  knowledge,  ag-ainsl  his  will ;  whether  it  be 
tciken  by  force  or  delivered  or  suifered  to  be  taken  through  tear  of  some  illeo^ed  injury  to 

person,  property  or  reputation,  that  is  threatened  by  tlie  robber  or  his  accomplice. ^"I'he 

punishment  for"  this  oflence  is  imprisonment  at  hard  labor  not  less  than  seven  nor  more  thaii 
nfleen  yeeirs. 

O/receii'uig  property  knowing  it  to  be  fraudulently  obtained.  Whoever  shall  receive,  either 
by  way  of  purchase,  or  on  any  other  contract,  or  for  safe  keeping,  crconceahnent,  or  shall  con- 
ceal or  endeavor  to  conceal,  any  property,  knowing  it  to  be  fraudulently  obtained,  shall  be 
punished  in  the  same  manner  with  the  principal  offender. 

Of  attempts  to  defraud  by  threats.  Whoever,  with  a  fraudulent  intent,  shall  threaten 
another  with  any  injury  to  his  person,  renutation  or  property,  accompanied  by  a  demand  of 
property  as  the  means" of  avoiding  such  tiireat,  shall  be  imprisoned  at  hard  labor  not  less  tlian 
one  nor  more  than  five  years. 

Of  conspiracv .  Where  the  conspiracy  is  to  commit  an  offence,  the  punishment  shall  be 
one  half  of  that  denounced  by  law  against  the  offence,  Avhich  it  was  the  object  of  the  agree- 
ment to  commit,  if  it  be  not  carried  into  effect,  and  in  addition  to  such  punishment,  it  it  is 

committed. When  the  conspiracy  is  falsely  to  accuse  and  prosecute  another  of  an  offence, 

the  punishment  shall  be  one  half  of  that  which  would  have  been  inflicted  if  the  offence  had 
been  proved. 

Of  accessaries.  All  accessaries  shall  be  punished  by  one  fourth  of  the  pmiishment  that  would 
have  been  suffered  by  the  principal  offender,  provided  that  it  sheill  in  no  case  exceed  a  fine  of 
5300,  and  imprisonment  in  close  custody  for  one  year. 

There  ma\'  have  been  changes  in  the  criminal  law  of  some  of  the  States  above  mentioned, 
at  the  last  session  of  their  respective  Legislatures,  concerning  which  no  information  heis  been 
obtained. 

REMARKS. 

IVe  remark,  in  view  of  this  abstract,  the  inequality  of  the  laws  in  regard  to  capital  punishments. 

In  Maine,  treason ;  murder,  or  being  accessary  thereto  before  the  fact  5  rape,  or  being  ac- 
cessary thereto  before  the  fact ;  burning  dwelling  house  in  the  night  time,  or  being  accessary 
thereto  before  the  fact ;  burglar}',  or  beuig  accessary  thereto  before  the  fact,  when  the  offender 
is  armed  with  a  dangerous  weapon,  or  makes  an  assault  3  robbery,  when  the  offender  is  armed 
with  a  dangerous  weapon,  and  intends  to  kill, — are  punished  witn  death. 

In  New  Hampshire,  treason  and  murder,— are  punished  with  death. 

In  Vermont,  treason  j  murder;  false  witness  affecting  life,  if  life  be  taken;  arson,  where 
any  person  suffers  death  in  consequence,  or  is  injured  m  his  or  her  body  or  members;  and 
killing  a  person  in  a  duel, — are  punished  with  death. 

In  iMassachusetts,  treason;  murder,  or  being  accessary-  before  the  fact;  killing  in  a  duel> 
robbery,  where  an  assault  is  made  with  a  dangerous  weaix)n,  with  intent  to  kill  or  maim,  or 
if  the  person  robbed  is  struck  or  wounded  with  such  v.eapon  ;  arson,  or  burning  a  dwelling 
house  in  the  night  time,  or  accessary  thereto  before  the  fact ;  rape,  cmd  accessary  before  the 
fact ;  carnally  knowing  and  abusing  a  woman  child  iDider  ten  years  of  age,  cuid  being  acces- 
sary thereto  before  the  fact ;  burglary,  when  armed  with  a  dangerous  weapon,  and  those  ac- 
cessary before  the  fact,  and  aiding  and  abetting, — are  punished  with  death. 

In  Rhode  Island,  murder ;  arson,  or  accessary  before  tlie  fact;  rape,  or  accessary  before 
the  fact ;  robbery,  or  accessary  before  the  fact ;  burglary,  or  accessary  before  the  fact ;  trea- 
son, sodomy,  second  offence,— are  pimished  with  death. 

In  Connecticut,  treason ;  murder ;  perjury,  with  intent  to  take  life  ;  arson,  causing  death,  or 
endangering  the  life  of  any  person  ;  burning  any  building  other  than  a  dwelling  house,  and 
causing  death  ;  cutting  out  the  tongue,  or  putting  out  the  eye,  &c.  with  malice,  and  rape, — 
are  punished  with  death. 

In  New  Jersey,  treason,  murder,  sheriff  or  other  officers  guilty  of  voluntary  escapes,  in 
capital  cases  ;  rescue  of  persons  guilty  of  capital  crimes,  and  second  offence  of  manslaughter, 
sotlom}',  rape,  arson,  burglary,  ro'^bery,  and  forgery, — are  punished  with  death. 

In  Delaware,  treason,  murder,  rape,  burglary,  arson,  burning  any  dwelling  house,  court 
house,  or  any  office,  in  v.-liich  pul^lic  records  are  kept ;  kidnapping,  or  assistmg,  second  of- 
fence.— are  punished  with  death. 


Li  Pennsy-lvania,  murder,  in  the  first  degree,  is  punishe<.l  with  death. 
tiary,  not  less  than  six  nor  more  ihan  twenty  years.     Insurrection,  or  rebellion  by  free  negroes, 


In  Maryland,  treason  is  punished  with  death,  or  confinement  to  hard  labor  in  the  poniten- 


mulattoes,  or  slaves,  and  by  white  persons  with  them, — are  punished  with  death.  IMui(l<'r  of 
the  first  degree,  and  aiding;  rape,  or  being  accessary;  carnal  knowledge,  and  abuse  of  a 
female  child  mider  10  years,  are  punished  with  dealli,  or  confinement  in  the  penitentiary  not 
less  than  one,  nor  more  than  twenty-one  years.  Arson  is  punished  with  death  or  peniten- 
tiary, not  less  than  five,  nor  more  than  twenty  years.  Wilfully  burning  any  mill,  distillery, 
or  any  out  house,  not  being  part  of  a  dwelling  house,  or  burning  anv  stack  of  hay,  *Jcc.  or 
aiding,  is  punished  with  death,  or  penitentiary  not  more  than  twelve  nor  less  than  three  years. 
In  Virginia,  treason  ;  slaves  conspiring  to  rebel  or  to  murder  any  free  person  ;  free  persons 
advising  or  conspiring  with  a  slave,  in  rebellion  or  murder;   murder  in  the  first  degree; 
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killing  a  person  in  a  duel",  rape  by  a  slave;  carnally  knowing  or  abusing  a  female  child 
under  ten  years  of  age;  or  accessary  before  the  fact  by  a  slave  ;  buggery  with  man,  or  beast^ 
by  a  slave  ;  wilfully  setting  fire  to  any  house  in  a  town  by  night  or  day ;  slaves  wilfully  burn- 
ing any  barn,  stable,  shop,  corn  house,  <fcc.  feloniously  breaking  any  warehouse  or  storehouse, 
and  taking  money,  goods,  chattels,  &c.  or  aiding  and  abetting,  by  a  slave  ;  and  arson, — are 
punished  with  death.  Accessaries  to  arson,  if  a  free  person,  not  less  than  ten  nor  more  than 
twenty-one  years;  if  a  slave,  death. 

Li  Mr.  Livingston's  code  for  Louisiciua,  no  crime  is  pimished  with  death. 

We  remark,  secondly,  the  inequaliltj  of  the  punishmenis  for  those  crimes,  which  in  some  of 
tlie  States  are,  and  in  others  are  not,  punished  ivith  death. 

Treason,  which,  in  all  the  States  mentioned  above,  with  two  exceptions,  is  punished  with 
death,  is  punished  in  Pennsylvcuiia,  for  the  first  offence,  with  imprisonment  not  less  than  three 
Jior  more  than  six  years ;  and  for  the  second  offence,  not  exceeding  ten  years. 

Arson,  in  Maine,  Massachusetts,  Rhode  Island,  Connecticut,  New  Jersey,  Delaware, 
Maryland,  and  Virginia,  is  punished  with  death ;  in  New  Hampshire,  with  solitary  confine- 
ment not  more  than  six  months,  and  hard  labor  for  life  ;  in  Vermont,  if  life  is  not  lost  in  con- 
sequence, nor  person  nor  limb  injured,  with  hard  labor  not  exceeding  ten  years,  and  fine  not 
•exceeding  ^1,000,  or  either  of  said  punishments;  and  in  Pennsylvania,  with  imprisonment 
in  the  penitentiary  for  first  offence,  not  less  than  one  nor  more  than  ten  years,  and  fcr  the 
second  offence,  not  more  than  fifteen  years;  by  the  code  for  Louisiana  with  imprisonment 
for  life. 

Rape,  in  Maine,  Massachusetts,  Rhode  Island,  Connecticut,  New  Jersey,  Delaware, 
Maryland,  and  if  by  a  slave  in  Virginia,  is  punished  with  death ;  in  New  Hampshire,  is  pun- 
ished with  solitary  confinement  not  less  than  six  months,  and  af\erwards  with  hard  labor  lor 
life ;  in  Vermont,  with  hard  labor  not  exceeding  ten  years,  and  fine  not  exceeding  ^1,000,  or 
.either  of  said  punishments;  in  Pennsylvania,  for  the  first  offence,  with  imprisonment  not  less 
than  two  nor  more  than  twelve  years ;  and  in  Virginia,  if  by  a  free  person,  with  imprisonment 
in  the  penitentiary  not  less  than  ten  nor  more  than  twenty  years ;  by  the  code  for  Louisiana, 
with  hard  labor  for  life. 

Burglary,  when  the  offender  is  armed  with  a  dangerous  weapon,  In  Maine  and  Massa- 
chusetts, and  whether  thus  armed  or  not,  in  Rhode  Island  and  Delaware,  and  for  second 
offence  in  New  Jersey,  is  punished  with  death ;  in  New  Hampshire,  it  is  punished  with  soli- 
tary confinement  not  more  than  six  months,  and  hard  labor  for  life;  in  Vermont,  with  impris- 
onment in  the  state  prison  not  exceeding  fifteen  years,  and  fine  not  exceeding  ^1,000,  or 
either  of  said  punishments ;  in  Connecticut,  state  prison  not  exceeding  three  years,  or  if 
attended  with  personal  abuse,  or  armed  with  a  dangerous  weapon,  for  life,  or  for  a  term  of 
years  not  exceeding  seven ;  in  Pennsylvania,  first  ofience,  imprisonment  not  less  than  one  nor 
more  than  ten  years  ;  for  second  offence,  not  exceeding  fifteen  years ;  in  Maryland,  with 
restoration  of  property,  or  paying  the  value,  and  imprisonment  in  the  penitentiary  not  less 
than  three  nor  more  than  ten  years ;  and  in  Virginia,  with  restoration  or  payment,  and  im- 
prisonment in  the  penitentiary  not  less  than  five  nor  more  than  ten  years ;  by  the  code  for 
Louisiana,  with  imprisonment  not  less  than  ten  nor  more  than  fifteen  years. 

Sodomy,  second  offence  in  Rhode  Island,  second  offence  in  New  Jersey,  by  a  slave  in 
Virginia,  is  punished  with  death ;  in  Maine,  with  solitary  imprisonment  not  exceeding  one 
year,  and  imprisonment  at  hard  labor  not  exceeding  ten  years;  in  Connecticut,  state  prison 
for  life;  in  Meissachusetls,  solitary  not  more  than  one  year,  and  hard  labor  after  not  exceed- 
ing ten  years ;  in  New  Jersey,  fine  and  solitary  imprisonment  to  hard  labor  not  exceeding 
twenty-one  years ;  in  Delaware,  solitary  imprisonment  not  exceeding  three  years,  and  whip- 
ped publicly  sixty  lashes,  on  bare  back,  well  laid  on;  in  Pennsylvania,  first  offence,  not  less 
than  one  nor  more  than  five  years,  second  offence,  not  more  than  ten  years ;  in  Maryland, 
imprisonment  in  the  penitentiary  not  less  than  one  nor  more  than  ten  years;  in  Virginia,  im- 
prisonment in  the  penitentiary  not  less  than  one  nor  more  than  ten  years. 

Robbery,  in  Maine  and  Massachusetts,  when  the  offender  is  armed  with  a  dangerous 
weapon,  and  intends  to  kill,  is  punished  with  death;  in  Rhode  Island,  with  death;  in  New 
Hampshire,  it  is  punished  with  solitary  confinement  not  more  than  six  months,  and  afterwards 
with  hard  labor  for  life ;  in  Vermont,  state  prison  not  exceeding  fifteen  years,  and  fine  not 
exceeding-  ;^1,000,  or  either  of  said  punishments,  second  conviction,  state  prison  for  life,  or 
not  less  than  seven  years ;  in  Connecticut,  state  prison  not  exceeding  seven  years ;  in  New 
Jersey,  fine  and  solitary  imprisonment  to  hard  laoor  not  exceeding  lifteen  years  ;  in  Dela- 
ware, on  or  near  the  highway,  or  in  a  dwelling  house,  fine  not  less  than  ^1,000  nor  more 
than  ,^5,000,  set  on  the  pillory  one  hour,  sixty  lashes  on  the  bare  back,  well  laid  on,  imprison- 
ment not  exceeding  four  years,  and  afterwards  sold  as  a  servant  for  fifteen  years — if  commit- 
ted in  any  place  other  than  as  above,  fine  not  less  than  5^00  nor  more  than  ^2,000,  thirty- 
nine  lashes  as  before,  imprisonment  not  more  than  two  years,  cind  afterwards  sold  as  a  servant 
for  ten  years ;  in  Pennsylvania,  first  offence,  not  less  than  one  nor  more  than  seven  years, 
second  offence,  not  more  than  twelve  years ;  in  Maryland,  restoration  or  payment  of  the 
value,  and  imprisonment  in  the  penitentiary  not  less  than  three  nor  more  than  ten  years ;  in 
Virginia,  restoration  or  payment,  and  imprisonment  in  the  penitentiary  not  less  than  five  nor 
more  than  ten  years ;  by  the  code  for  Louisiana,  with  imprisonment  at  hard  labor  not  less  than 
seven  nor  more  than  fifteen  years. 
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Mayhem,  in  Connecticut,  when  the  tonn;^uc  is  cut  out,  or  the  eye  is  put  oul,  with  malice,  is 
punished  with  death  ;  in  Maine,  it  is  punished  with  sohtary  imprisonment  not  excceduig  one 
year,  and  imprisonment  to  hard  labor,  or  in  the  cou:ay  jail  not  exceednig  ten  years;  in  New 
Hampshire,  solitary  not  less  than  six  months,  and  to  labor  after  not  less  than  one  year  nor 
more  than  twenty  yeai-s ;  in  Vermont,  stale  prison  for  life,  or  a  term  of  years  not  less  than 
seven  ;  in  Rhode  Island,  with  fine  not  less  than  ^50  nor  more  than  i)2,0(X),  and  imprisoiuncnt 
not  more  than  two  years ;  in  Massachusetts,  solitary  not  exceeding  one  year,  ayd  confine- 
ment to  hard  labor  or  imprisonment  in  county  jail  lor  any  time  not  exceeding  ten  yeeu-s;  in 
New  Jersey,  fine  not  exceeding  g  1,000,  or  imprisonment  at  hard  labor  not  exceednig  seven 
years,  or  both  ;  in  Delaware,  fine  not  exceeding  5~)000  »cr  less  than  ,§400,  whipped  on  the 
bare  back  sixty  lashes,  well  laid  on,  imprisoned  not  exceeding  two  years,  and  afterwards  sold 
as  a  servant  not  less  than  four  years  nor  more  than  seven  years  j  in  Maryland,  penitentiary 
not  more  than  ten  years  ;  in  Virginia,  penitentiary  not  more  than  ten  nor  less  tliau  two  years, 
and  fine  not  exceeding  51,000. 

Duelling,  killing  a  person  in  a  duel,  in  Vermont  and  Virginia,  is  punished  v.iih  death  j 
in  Mahie,  figiiling  a  duel,  giving  a  challenge,  or  acting  as  a  second,  is  punished  as  a  feloni- 
ous assaulter,  and  disqualified,  for  twenty  yeai-s,  from  holding  any  office,  under  the  Slate 
government;  in  New  Hampshire,  accepting  a  challenge,  imprisonment  in  the  common  jail 
not  exceeding  one  year,  and  disqualified  from  holding  any  office  for  five  years — not  mentioned 
in  the  late  general  law  of  New  Hampshire  ;  in  Connecticut,  sending  or  accepting  a  chal- 
lenge to  fight  a  duel,  fine  of  ^3,000,  and  bonds  to  keep  the  peace  and  be  of  good  behavior 
during  littj,  and  disabled  ever  aller  from  holding  any  office — delivering  a  chalienge.  the  same 
punishment,  except  not  finding  securities  for  good  behavior;  in  Rhode  Island, though  death 
does  not  ensue,  carried  publicfy  in  a  cart,  with  a  rope  about  his  neck,  to  the  giillows,  and  sit 
thereon  for  one  hour,  and  be  imprisoned  not  exceeding  one  year,  either  or  both  ;  in  Massa- 
chusetts, when  death  shall  not  ensue,  and  challenging  to  a  duel,  though  no  duel  be  fought, 
fuid  a  second,  aider  or  al)ettor,  punished  as  a  felonious  assaulter,  solitary  not  more  than  one 
y^ear,  and  hard  labor  not  exceeding  twenty  years,  and  disqualified  from  holding  office  lor 
twenty  years — accepting  a  challenge,  though  no  duel  ensue,  and  thus  aidinof  and  abetting, 
imprisonment  in  common  jail  not  more  than  one  year,  and  disqualified  from  holding  any  office 
for  five  years  ;  in  New  Jersey,  challenging  to  fight  a  duel,  though  no  duel  be  fought,  or  know- 
ingly being  the  bearer  of  a  challenge,  or  in  cuiy  way  aiding  or  abetting,  fine  not  exceeding; 
^500,  or  imprisonment  to  hard  labor  not  more  than  two  years,  or  f)olh — fighting  a  duel  wheu 
death  does  not  ensue,  or  being  a  second,  or  aiding  or  abetting  in  such  duel,  fine  not  exceed- 
ing ;^1,000,  and  imprisonment  at  hard  labor  not  exceeding  four  years,  or  both  ;  in  Delaware, 
giving  or  accepting  a  challenge,  carrying  or  delivering  such  challenge,  engaging  in  anci 
fighting  a  duel,  or  being  a  second,  whether  the  duel  take  piace  or  not,  or  any  way  concerned 
in  aiding  or  encouraging,  fine  ^'^OOO,  imprisonment  three  months,  and  forever  disqualified 
from  holding  any  office  in  the  State  ;  in  Maryland,  fighting  a  duel,  and  killing  an  antagonist, 
or  wounding  him,  so  that  he  shall  die  thereof  within  twelve  months  and  a  day,  and  aiding 
and  abetting,  penitentiary  not  less  liian  five  nor  more  than  eighteen  years — challenging  or  ac- 
cepting a  challenge  to  a*  duel,  declared  incapable  of  holding  any  office,  civil  or  militar}',  in 
the  State ;  in  Virginia,  challenging  to  a  duel  or  accepting  a  challenge,  forever  dis(|ualified 
(or  office  ;  by  the  code  for  Louisiana,  if  in  a  duel  the  crimnial  kill  his  antagonist,  he  shall  be 
imprisoned  not  less  than  two  nor  more  than  four  years,  and  forfeit  forever  Ins  political  rights, 
and  his  civil  rights  of  the  first  and  third  class,  and  if  such  death  or  mortal  wound  be  by 
treachery,  he  shall  be  deemed  guilty  by  assassination,  and  shall  suffer  the  punishment  of  that 
crime. 

We  remark,  thirdly,  the  disproportion  between  the  penalty  for  passing  counterfeit  money  and 
adultery. 

In  Maine,  having  in  possession,  or  bringing  into  the  State,  counterfeit  bank  bills,  with  intent 
to  pass,  is  punished  with  solitary  confinement  not  more  than  three  months,  and  haril  labor  not 
more  than  three  years,  and  by  fine  not  exceednig  ^  1,000,  and  imprisonment  in  common  jail 
not  more  than  one  year  ;  and  adultery  is  punished  with  solitary  imprisonment  for  a  term  not 
exceeding  three  months,  and  confinement  to  hard  labor  not  more  llian  five  years. 

In  New  Hampshire,  bringing  into  the  State,  or  having  in  possession,  counterfeit  bills,  with 
intent  to  pass,  is  punished  with  solitary  confinement  not  more  than  four  months,  and  hard  labor 
not  less  tlian  two  nor  more  than  five  years  ;  and  adultery  is  punished  with  confinement  in 
common  jail  not  exceeding  one  year,  by  a  fine  not  exceecling  ^400,  ami  may  be  required  to 
recognise  with  sureties  for  a  term  not  exceeding  five  years,  or  by  one  or  more  of  said  pun- 
ishments. 

In  Vermont,  counterfeiting  bank  bills  or  notes,  is  punished  with  confinement  in  the  state 
prison  not  exceeding  fourteen  years,  and  fine  not  exceeding  5^000,  or  either  ;  and  adultery 
with  confinement  in  state  prison  not  exceeding  tliree  years,  and  fine  not  exceeding  ,^1,000,  or 
either  of  said  punishments. 

In  Massachusetts,  passing  any  counterfeit  bank  bill,  is  punished  with  solitary  confinement 
not  more  than  thirty  days,  and  hard  labor  after  not  more  than  three  years,  or  by  fine  not  ex- 
ceeding 51,000,  and  binding  to  good  behavior  for  two  jears  ;  and'ac'ultery,  by  the  law  of 
1812,  with  solitary  confinement  not  more  than  three  months,  and  hard  labor  afterwards  not 
exceeding  five  yeeu-s. 

E2 
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In  Connecticut,  passing  counterfeit  bills  is  punished  with  confinement  in  state  prison  not 
over  three  years  j  and  adultery,  if  a  man,  in  state  prison — ^if  a  woman,  in  common  jail  not 
exceeding'  five  nor  less  than  two  years. 

Li  Rhode  Island,  passing  forged  notes  or  bank  bills  is  punished  with  setting  in  the  pillory, 
and  while  there  having  a  piece  of  each  ear  cut  off,  branded  with  the  letter  C.  imprisoned  not 
more  than  six  years,  and  shall  be  fined  not  exceeding  5'1;000,  or  any  or  all  of  said  punish- 
ments 5  and  adultery  with  fine  not  exceeding  ^200,  and  imprisonment  not  longer  than  six 
months. 

In  New  Jersey,  using  any  false  token  or  writing  to  obtain  money  or  goods,  with  intent  to 
cheat  or  defraud,  may  be  punished  with  solitary  imprisonment  in  the  cells  of  the  state  prison 
not  exceeding  nine  months  ;  and  adultery  with  fine  not  exceeding  ^100,  or  imprisonment  not 
exceeding  six  months. 

In  Delaware,  peissing,  or  aitempting  to  pass  false  or  forged  notes,  may  be  punished  with 
fine  not  less  than  ^500  nor  more  than  ^2,000,  set  on  pillory  one  hour,  solitary  imprisonment 
not  exceeding  three  months,  and  wear  on  the  outside  garment,  between  the  shoulders,  for  a 
term  not  less  than  two  nor  more  than  five  years,  the  letter  F,  not  less  than  six  inches  long  and 
two  inches  wide,  the  F  to  be  of  a  scarlet  color  ;  while  adultery  is  punished  with  a  fine  of  ^ICO. 

In  Maryland,  knowingly  passing  a  counterfeit  baiik  bill,  is  punished  with  confinement  in 
the  penitentiary  not  less  than  five  nor  more  than  ten  years  }  and  adultery,  by  the  law  of  1715, 
was  punished  with  a  fine  of  £3  or  1200  lbs.  of  tobacco. 

In  Virginia,  passing  or  offering  to  pass  counterfeit  coin  or  bank  notes,  with  intent  to  de- 
fraud, is  punished  with  imprisonment  in  the  penitentiary  not  less  than  ten  nor  more  than  twenty 
years ;  and  adultery  is  punished  with  fine  of  ^20. 

In  the  code  for  Louisiana,  whoever  shall  pass  or  offer  to  pass  any  counterfeit  coin,  knowing 
it  to  be  such,  is  punished  by  imprisonment  at  hard  labor  not  less  than  seven  nor  more  than 
fifteen  years  ;  and  adultery  with  fine  not  less  than  ;^1C0  and  not  exceeding  ^^2,000,  or  impris- 
onment not  more  than  six  months,  or  both. 

We  remark,  fourthly,  the  importance  of  having  the  laws  made  known. 

How  few  of  those,  who  may  be  subject  to  the  penalty  of  the  law,  know  what  the  law  is  ! 
How  few  indeed  even  know  what  crimes  are  punished  with  death  !  The  subject  is  so  much 
in  the  dark,  that  probably  few  of  the  more  intelligent  part  of  the  citizens  could  give  any  thing 
like  a  correct  statement  of  the  principal  provisions  of  the  criminal  law,  in  the  iState  in  which 
they  live.  Mr.  Livingston  suggests  that  this  is  a  subject  which  should  be  made  familiar  in  the 
common  schools  5  and  why  not  1  In  one  short  reading  lesson  the  criminal  law  of  a  given 
State,  in  an  abstract  form,  might  be  comprehended,  in  its  principal  provisions.  Why  not 
then  make  this  vastly  important  subject  familiar  to  all  classes  from  infanc}'  to  manhood  ?  The 
thought  of  having  human  beings  subject  to  the  awful  punishment  of  death,  or  even  to  that  of 
imprisonment  for  life,  for  crimes  committed  in  an  hour  of  passion,  the  penalty  of  which  they 
never  understood,  is  revolting  to  the  ordinary  feelings  of  humanity.  And  yet  this  is  the  ne- 
cessary consequence  of  suffering  the  criminal  law  to  remain  amidst  other  laws,  in  statute 
books,  which  the  common  people  never  see,  without  bringing  it  out  in  some  form^  in  which 
they  Ccm  see  it,  or  rather  in  which  it  shall  be  made  known  to  them. 

We  remark, fifthly,  the  importance  of  having  the  langiutge  of  tJie  law  so  plain,  that  the  com- 
mon people  can  understand  it. 

The  plain  English  of  the  words  is  what  they  most  need,  who  are  most  liable  to  the  penaltj' 
annexed  to  crime,  provided  the  penalty  is  to  have  any  effect  in  deterring  from  the  com- 
mission of  crime.  A  religious  service  in  Latin  is  as  good  among  the  American  people, 
who  do  not  understand  it,  as  the  criminal  law  in  Latinized  words  to  those  who  may  be  subject 
to  the  penalty,  but  do  not  understand  such  words.  'I'hc  laws  ought  therefore  to  ho  made,  and 
made  known,  in  plain  English. 

Having  presented  an  abstract  of  the  criminal  laws  of  soine  of  the 
United  States,  with  general  remarks  on  the  same,  we  propose  to  show 

THE  INDIRECT  INFLUENCE  OF  THIS  SOCIETY. 

This  Society  may  have  an  indirect  infiucncc  in  producing  important 
changes  in  the  criminal  law. — It  has  been  already  seen  that  there  is 
room  for  such  changes  ;  and  if  it  has  been  made  so  apparent,  that 
every  mind  may  see  it,  will  not  this  have  a  tendency  to  produce  those 
changes  which  are  obviously  important  1 

This  Society  shows  the  conncrion  between  architecture  and  morals. — 
If  there  are  principles  in   architecture,  by  the  observance  of  which 
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great  moral  changes  can  be  more  easily  produced  among  the  most 
abandoned  of  our  race,  are  not  these  principles,  with  certain  modifica- 
tions, applicable  to  those  persons  who  are  not  yet  lost  to  virtue,  but 
prone  to  evil  ?  If  it  is  found  most  salutary  to  place  very  vicious  men 
alone,  at  night,  and  give  them  opportunities  for  thought,  without  inter- 
ruption, is  not  the  principle  applicable  to  others  suUject  to  like  pas- 
sions l  If  old  oftenders  corrupt  juvenile  delinquents,  in  buildings  so 
constructed  as  to  make  it  necessary  to  lodge  them  in  the  same  room, 
will  not  vicious  youth  of  seventeen,  in  similar  apartments,  corrupt 
innocent  boys  of  eight  or  nine.  If  a  night  room,  in  a  prison  contain- 
ing ten  or  twenty  convicts,  presents  to  an  invisible  spirit,  profaneness, 
obscenity,  histories  of  past  and  designs  for  future  mischief,  and  gene- 
rally contagion  in  sin,  what  will  be  presented  to  the  same  spirit,  in  a 
night  room  occupied  by  five  or  six  unruly  apprentices  ?  If  females,  in 
prison,  crowded  together  in  a  room  at  night,  and  left  to  themselves, 
dishonor  their  name,  is  there  no  tendency  to  a  similar  result  among 
factory  girls,  lodged  in  the  same  manner  ?  If  in  a  house  of  refuge  for 
juvenile  delinquents  great  changes  are  produced,  in  a  few  months,  for 
the  better,  in  consequence  of  breaking  up  the  evil  association  between 
vicious  youth,  and  placing  them  alone,  in  solitude  and  silence,  eight 
hours  in  twenty-four  ;  is  there  no  danger  that  youth  of  like  passions, 
in  similar  numbers,  for  the  same  length  of  time,  if  placed  several  in  a 
room,  and  left  to  themselves,  will  corrupt  good  manners  by  evil  com- 
munications ?  If  a  youth  of  seventeen,  while  confined  in  a  room  with 
two  and  twenty  convicts,  old  and  young,  said  to  a  Christian  friend, 
"  such  things  are  coming  into  my  eyes  and  into  my  ears,  that  they  get 
down  into  my  heart,  and  I  find  it  difficult  to  pray  ;"  what  is  it  but  an 
illustration  of  the  importance  of  solitude  ? 

It  is  the  object  of  these  questions  to  put  the  friends  of  improvement 
to  thinking  ;  for  we  are  satisfied  for  ourselves,  that  there  is  such  a 
thing  as  architecture  adapted  to  morals  ;  that,  other  things  being  equal, 
the  prospect  of  improvement,  in  morals,  depends,  in  some  degree, 
upon  the  construction  of  buildings  ;  and  that  among  certain  classes  of 
persons,  and  for  certain  purposes,  separate  sleeping  rooms  should  be 
provided.  How  far  this  principle  ought  to  be  extended,  we  do  not 
pretend  to  decide  ;  but  we  have  no  doubt  that  it  should  be  extended  to 
all  prisons  ;  that  it  is  scarcely  less  necessary  for  the  vicious  poor,  in 
extensive  alms-houses  ;  that  it  would  be  useful,  in  all  establishments, 
where  large  numbers  of  youth  of  both  sexes  are  assembled  and  exposed 
to  youthful  lusts  ;  and  that  it  would  greatly  promote  order,  seriousness, 
and  purity  in  large  families,  male  and  female  boarding  schools,  and 
colleges. 

The  principle  is  already  applied  to  the  prisons  in  Maine,  Massachu- 
setts, Connecticut,  New  York,  Pennsylvania,  Maryland,  and  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia  ;  to  the  houses  of  refuge  in  New  York  and  Phila- 
delphia ;  and  resolves  have  passed  the  Legislatures  of  the  respective 
States,  directing  an  estimate  of  the  expense  of  doing  it,  or  measures 
are  in  progress,  with  reference  to  its  accomplishment,  in  Vermont, 
New  Jersey,  Georgia,  and  Illinois.  It  has  been  proposed  to  apply  the 
principle,  and  there  is  little  doubt  it  will  be  done,  to  the  extensive 
alms-houses  now  erecting  near  New  York  and  Philadelphia,  so  far  as 
25 
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the  intemperate,  vagrant  and  vicious  poor  are  concerned  ;  and  it  is 
obvious,  from  very  slight  observation  on  many  poor-houses,  that  their 
character  would  not  suffer  by  the  application  of  the  same  principle  to 
them. 

The  principle  has  not  yet  been  applied  to  boarding  schools,  so  far 
as  our  knowledge  extends  ;  and  this  is  the  more  to  be  lamented,  since 
most  of  the  jealousy,  whispering,  heart-burning,  censoriousness,  dis- 
content, revelling,  juvenile  gambling,  impurity,  and  such  like,  have 
their  beginning  in  the  chambers,  after  the  youth  have  retired  from  the 
observation  of  their  teachers  and  guardians,  two,  three  or  five  in  a 
room,  and  have  been  left  to  themselves  ;— v/hich  would  all  be  prevent- 
ed, with  perfect  ease,  and  rendered  physically  impossible,  so  far  as 
evil  communication  from  one  to  another  takes  place  in  the  chambers, 
by  a  building  so  constructed,  that  the  dormitories  should  not  only  be 
separate,  but  be  so  arranged  that  fifty,  or  one  hundred,  if  necessary, 
should  be  under  the  eye  of  the  tutor  or  guardian  from  the  door  of  his 
study — and  if  in  this  door  there  is  a  window,  the  whole  building  is 
under  supervision  and  control  from  the  tutor's  chair. 

A  proposal  has  been  made  for  the  erection  of  such  a  building,  and 
the  plan  furnished  to  a  gentleman,  for  an  important  school  in  Massa- 
chusetts, The  plan  of  this  building  is  as  follows  : — to  be  three  stories 
high,  having  the  rooms  arranged,  on  either  side  of  a  centre  space,  ex- 
tending through  the  building  lengthwise.  The  space  to  be  unbroken 
from  the  floor  of  the  lower  story  to  the  arch  above  the  third.  The 
two  upper  stories  having  narrow  galleries  extending  two  and  a  half  feet 
from  the  doors,  towards  the  centre,  leaving  an  unbroken  space  between 
the  opposite  galleries.  The  rooms  to  be  entered  from  these  galleries, 
through  doors,  in  each  of  which  is  a  glass  window.  Each  room  to 
have  a  windov/  through  the  external  wall,  which,  together  with  the 
large  windows  in  the  ends  of  the  building,  and  sky-lights,  will  make 
the  whole  light  and  airy.  The  length  of  the  building,  the  width  of 
the  space  between  the  galleries,  and  the  size  of  the  rooms, — as  these 
points  do  not  aifect  the  principle  of  separation  and  supervision, — are 
left  to  the  taste,  judgment  and  resources  of  the  proprietor.  Rooms, 
however,  8  feet  by  10,  freely  ventilated  from  the  centre,  will  be  large 
enough.  The  tutors'  apartment  to  be  placed  on  the  lower  floor,  at  the 
end  and  entrance  of  the  building. 

The  advantages  of  this  plan  of  building,  besides  the  great  advan^ 
tages  of  separation  and  supervision,  are  economy  and  safety  in  regard 
to  warming  and  lighting ;  as  all  the  rooms  may  be  warmed,  through  the 
area,  by  a  furnace  connected  with  it,  and  lighted  by  lamps  suspended 
from  the  centre  of  the  arch  ;  by  v.hich  arrangement,  danger  from  fire, 
and  expense  would  be  greatly  diminished.  These  advantages,  however, 
are  secondary  in  comparison  with  the  moral  effect. 

Here  a  youth,  if  he  is  disposed  to  study,  read,  and  reflect,  or  in  any 
way  improve  his  time,  without  interruption,  may  do  it ;  and  here  the 
idle,  profane  and  vicious  youth  is  effectually  prevented  from  corrupting 
his  fellows,  during  those  hours  of  darkness,  in  which  there  is  the  great- 
est danger.  We  believe,  that  few  persons  are  fully  aware  of  the 
effect  of  such  a  building,  under  an  attentive  supervision,  in  producing 
order,   sobriety,    gentleness,  docility,  and   attention   to   duty — to   say 
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nothing  of  higher  moral  and  religious  impressions.  Thus  an  impor- 
tant division  of  time,  viz.  the  latter  hours  of  the  evening,  the  hours  of 
the  night,  and  of  early  light,  are  secured  from  external  and  injurious 
influence  and  temptation,  by  the  construction  of  the  dormitories. 

Another  division  of  time  is  into  hours  for  receiving  food ;  and  for 
tliis  period  of  time  tliere  is  such  a  thing  as  construction  and  arrange- 
ment adapted  to  morals.  The  form  of  the  room,  the  form  and  position 
of  the  tables,  the  position  of  the  seats,  and  the  position  of  the  officer 
who  presides,  are  worthy  of  particular  attention.  The  room  should  be 
large,  having  no  partitions  or  alcoves  to  intercept  the  sight ;  and  narrou' 
tables,  having  persons  seated  only  on  one  side  of  the  table,  are  found 
most  conducive  to  order,  in  a  common  hall,  where  a  large  number  of 
persons,  whose  principles  and  habits  are  not  established,  assemble  to 
take  their  food.  Tlie  reasons  of  this  are  obvious :  narrow  tables  ad- 
mit the  attendants  to  pass,  on  the  side  where  no  persons  are  seated, 
without  passing  the  food  over  the  heads  and  shoulders  of  the  guests. 
Thus  the  provocation,  inconvenience  and  delay  are  avoided,  which 
arise  from  looking  first  over  one  shoulder  and  then  over  the  other,  to 
find  the  v/aiter  ;  of  getting  and  returning  the  dishes  after  he  is  found ; 
or  of  having  the  food  dropped  upon  the  persons  of  those  over  whose 
heads  and  shoulders  it  must  be  passed. 

Again — narrow  tables  are  the  best,  because  they  gre3.t]y  facilitafc. 
the  operations  of  the  v/aiters ;  and  much  of  the  ill-will  in  common 
halls  arises  from  their  tardy  movements.  Besides,  the  narrow  tables 
can  be  placed  in  successive  rows,  or  in  a  hollow  square,  so  as  to  admit 
of  a  more  perfect  supervision  from  the  eye  of  the  presiding  officer. 
To  correspond  with  narrow  tables,  the  seats  should  be  single  and  per- 
manent, which  prevents  the  jostling  on  benches,  or  the  inconvenience 
of  moving  them  after  several  persons  are  seated,  and  also  prevents  the 
noise  and  confusion  of  chairs.  To  finish  the  arrangement  of  tables 
and  seats  in  the  common  hall,  the  presiding  officer's  seat  and  table 
should  be  at  the  end  of  the  hall,  a  little  elevated,  and  manifestly  facing 
the  other  tables.  Whether  to  secure  the  most  perfect  supervision  and 
easiest  control,  the  seats  at  the  other  tables  should  be  placed  on  the 
side  of  them  towards  the  presiding  officer,  or  on  the  opposite  side, 
might  be  decided  by  experiment :  our  opinion  is,  that  they  should  be 
placed  on  the  side  tov-T^rds  the  presiding  officer,  so  as  to  face  the  oppo- 
site end  of  the  hall. 

These  suggestions,  which  may  prove  conducive  to  order  in  large 
institutions,'  in  that  division  of  time  which  is  allotted  to  eating,  will 
not  be  deemed  unimportant  by  those  who  have  witnessed  the  disor- 
der, dissatisfaction,  and  ill  manners,  which  are  often  generated  in  a 
common  hall. 

Another  division  of  time,  for  which  architecture  must  adapt  a  place, 
is  the  period  allotted  to  labor.  This,  at  present,  is  no  period  of  time 
at  all  in  regard  to  many  public  institutions ;  but  the  time  is  approach- 
ing, v/e  believe,  when  it  will  not  to  the  same  extent  as  it  is  now,  be 
deemed  wise  and  proper  to  make  no  provision  whatever  for  the  useful 
application  of  that  period  of  time,  which  must  necessarily  be  occupied 
in  giving  health  and  activity  to  the  body  by  some  form  of  bodily  exer- 
cise.    Already  there  are  institutions  springing  up,  in  which  the  time 
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and  strength  formerly  wasted  are  to  be  ucefully  employed.  In  the 
houses  of  refuge  for  juvenile  delinquents ;  in  the  new  prisons,  and 
alms-houses,  and  some  literary  institutions,  there  are  not  only  hours, 
but  places,  for  labor.  In  other  institutions  of  great  importance,  there 
are  no  places,  or  no  proper  places,  for  labor,  and  therefore  no  hours 
for  labor,  and  consequently  an  immense  expense  for  their  support. 
To  obviate  the  evil,  there  should  be  convenient  places  of  labor  pro- 
vided. If  in  the  construction  of  buildings  for  a  public  institution, 
there  are  no  such  places  provided,  there  will  be  ordinarily  no  labor. 
In  the  alms-house  in  New  York,  for  instance,  where  have  been  con- 
fined, during  the  last  winter,  2400  souls,  there  is  no  adequate  provision 
of  places  for  the  labor  of  such  a  population,  and  consequently  the  ex- 
pense to  the  city  has  been,  during  the  year,  about  $100,000  for  the 
support  of  this  institution.  If  in  the  same  institution  there  had  been, 
as  in  the  prison  at  Auburn,  several  thousand  feet  of  work-shops,  of 
convenient  construction,  admitting  of  an  easy  supervision,  and  appro- 
priated exclusively  to  labor,  the  waste  strength  of  this  corrupt  and  cor- 
rupting population  might  greatly  diminish  the  expense  of  its  support. 
It  is  obviously  important,  therefore,  that  there  should  be  work-shops 
convenient,  appropriate,  and  abundant.  The  form  of  these  shops, 
perhaps,  cannot  be  more  convenient  and  ecojiomical,  than  those  in 
the  prison  at  Auburn,  which  are  one  story  buildings,  not  frequently 
broken  by  partition  walls  (for  this  intercepts  the  supervision)  extending 
around  the  premises  on  three  sides,  forming  a  hollow  square,  and 
making  a  part  of  the  external  enclosure,  and  leaving  the  intermediate 
space  between  the  principal  building  and  the  shops  perfectly  free  from 
all  obstacles  to  the  most  free  and  easy  supervision. 

Another  mode  of  building  work-shops  would  be  in  one  story  build- 
ings, on  the  radiating  plan,  like  the  arches  between  the  dormitories  in 
the  new  prison  in  Philadelphia,  which  would  admit  of  a  perfect  inspec- 
tion of  all  persons  employed  in  them  from  the  centre. 

Another  mode  still  would  be  circular  shops,  having  recesses  for 
labor,  arranged  on  the  circumference,  admitting  of  perfect  inspection 
from  the  centre,  while  the  laborers  face  the  circumference. 

Another  mode  still  is  a  larger  enclosure,  covered  with  a  roof,  and 
unbroken  by  partitions.  In  all  the  above  plans  of  building,  the  great 
object  is  to  preserve  the  space  unbroken  by  partitions,  which  intercept 
the  supervision,  and  make  hiding  places  for  idleness  and  mischief 

We  have  thus  given  some  general  rules  concerning  architecture,  as 
adapted  to  morals,  for  three  periods  of  time,  viz.  the  hoifrs  of  retire- 
ment, hours  for  eating,  and  hours  for  labor.  There  remains  another 
period,  i.  e.  hours  for  instruction.  The  most  important  of  these  are 
those  of  the  morning  and  evening  devotions,  the  day  school  and  eve- 
ning school,  and  the  Sabbath.  For  the  first  and  latter  hours,  a  chapel 
seems  indispensable ;  though  there  are  many  public  institutions  in  this 
country,  where  there  is  none ;  and  where  there  is  no  chapel,  there  is 
generally  found  little  or  nothing  which  would  adorn  one.  A  pure  and 
holy  religion  is  no  more  likely,  in  public  institutions,  than  elsewhere, 
to  perform  its  morning  and  evening  devotions  in  kitchens,  work-shops, 
and  night  rooms.  In  general,  therefore,  where  there  is  no  chapel 
there  is  scarcely  the  form  of  religion.     There  are  some  exceptions  to 
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this  remark,  where  an  unusual  zeal  has  carried  Christians  and  minis- 
ters into  work-shops,  kitchens,  and  even  dungeons,  to  perform  their 
vows  ;  but  this  kind  of  rehgious  instruction  is  occasional,  irregular, 
and  inefficient,  and  is  no  better  in  a  public  institution,  in  producing 
reformation,  than  in  the  new  country,  or  infant  colony.  The  moment 
the  desert  begins  to  blossom  as  the  rose,  a  convenient  place  for  public 
worship,  in  the  form  of  a  church,  chapel,  or  commodious  and  pleasant 
apartment,  will  be  provided  ;  or  rather,  perhaps,  in  the  order  of  time, 
the  place  of  worship  precedes  joy  and  gladness.  Why  it  should  have 
been  expected,  that  reformation  in  prisons  should  precede  the  ordinary 
means  of  grace,  or  why  so  many  should  be  found  despairing  of  refor- 
mation, while  places  for  the  use  of  these  means  in  many  extensive 
establishments  are  not  thought  of,  in  the  construction,  is  not  very 
strange,  while  the  general  laws  of  cause  and  effect  remain  in  opera- 
tion. If  it  be  admitted,  that  there  should  be  chapels  or  places  of  wor- 
ship, it  is  not  to  be  supposed,  in  this  age,  that  those  evils  in  construc- 
tion will  be  permitted  which  were  common  a  few  years  since,  in  places 
of  worship,  viz.  seats  in  which  the  hearers  shall  face  every  way,  and 
stair-cases  in  the  body  of  the  house  and  in  sight  of  the  congrega- 
tion, on  which  the  noise  and  sight  of  persons  shall  disturb  the  whole 
congregation ;  nor  deep  galleries,  in  the  rear  of  which  shall  be  large 
square  pews,  in  which  vicious  persons  may  be  concealed  in  their 
amusements  from  all  those  who  would  be  disposed  to  prevent  them. 
The  modern  and  improved  style  of  building,  so  that  every  hearer  inyy 
see  the  speaker,  and  may  be  pleasantly  seated  facing  the  minister, 
needs  no  arguments  to  show  its  importance.  It  needs  no  proof,  that 
there  is  a  close  connexion  in  chapels  between  morals  and  architec- 
ture ;  and  a  retrograde  movement,  here,  in  reference  to  architecture, 
as  conducive  to  morals,  would  be  as  painful,  as  an  advance  in  the  sci- 
ence would  be  pleasing,  in  all  extensive  establishments,  with  reference 
to  those  periods  of  time  allotted  to  other  purposes. 

The  only  other  point  on  which  we  propose  to  speak,  in  this  con- 
nexion, is  in  reference  to  architecture  as  adapted  to  the  period  of  time 
allotted  to  evening  and  day  schools,  either  or  both,  where  they  can  and 
ought  to  be  instructed.  The  Sabbath  school,  in  the  house  of  refuge 
in  New  York,  is  remarkable  for  its  order  and  prosperity,  in  part,  be- 
cause there  is  a  convenient  place  for  teaching  it.  The  common 
school  in  the  alms-house  in  New  York  is  one  of  the  best  among  the 
public  schools  in  the  city,  partly  because  it  has  an  airy,  spacious  and 
healthy  school-room,  fitted  up  for  the  accommodation  of  the  children, 
on  the  Lancasterian  plan.  In  the  house  of  industry,  also,  at  South 
Boston,  there  is  a  very  good  school,  because  it  has  a  pleasant,  healthy, 
airy  and  commodious  school-room.  In  the  house  of  refuge  in  Boston, 
the  building  was  not  designed  for  the  purpose  to  which  it  is  now  ap-» 
plied,  and  therefore  the  apartment  appropriated  to  the  instruction  of 
the  Sabbath  is  used  as  a  school-room.  In  the  prisons  at  Charlestown, 
Auburn,  and  Baltimore,  the  places  used  as  chapels  are  used  also  for 
the  Sabbath  school.  There  are  no  evening  schools  in  either  of  these 
institutions ;  nor  are  there  any  Sabbath  schools  in  a  very  large  propor- 
tion of  the  prisons  and  alms-houses  in  the  land  ;  nor  was  there  such 
provision  made   in   their  construction   for  those  periods  of  time,  that 


294  PRISON    DISCIPLINE    SOCIETY.  60 

might  and  ought  to  be  allotted  to  instruction,  which  the  interest  of 
society,  as  well  as  the  feelings  of  benevolence,  require.  Nothing  can 
illustrate  this  more  forcibly  than  a  single  glance  at  the  school  in  the 
alms-house  in  the  city  of  New  York.  Here  are  assembled  three 
hundred  and  fifty  children,  under  the  care  and  successful  instruction 
of  one  teacher,  with  such  assistance  as  he  can  derive  from  monitors, 
elected  from  among  the  children  of  the  alms-house.  At  nine  o'clock 
every  morning,  they  are  in  their  places,  in  a  room  so  constructed,  and 
with  seats  so  arranged  that  every  eye  of  this  multitude  of  children  may 
be  fixed  upon  the  teacher,  while  he  opens  the  school  by  reading  the 
word  of  God.  With  these  advantages  of  construction,  these  children 
of  paupers,  at  an  expense  of  about  $3  each,  per  annum,  for  tuition, 
make  as  great  progress  in  knowledge,  and  exhibit  as  good  specimens 
of  improvement  in  reading,  writing  and  arithmetic,  as  can  be  found 
among  children  of  the  same  age  in  other  schools.  The  only  objec- 
tion to  it  is,  lest  it  should  prove  a  bounty  on  pauperism  ;  but  this 
would  be  entirely  removed,  by  providing,  in  every  such  establishment, 
places  of  labor  for  another  period  of  time,  so  that  paupers  could  be 
made  to  pay  for  such  privileges.  If  this  were  done,  avarice  itself 
would  not  withhold  that  forecast,  supervision,  and  benevolent  attention, 
which  would  secure  such  results. 

The  practical  application  of  these  remarks,  in  regard  to  school-rooms 
of  proper  construction,  is  not  more  important  to  houses  of  refuge,  and 
the  children  of  the  poor  and  vicious,  than  to  children  in  factories  and 
other  extensive  establishments,  where  it  is  desirable  to  give  the  greatest 
possible  instruction,  with  the  least  possible  expense. 

In  all  similar  establishments,  other  things  being  equal,  much  depends 
on  the  existence,  size,  form  and  arrangement  of  the  school-room. — 
There  should  be  a  school-room  :  for  without  it  there  will  be  no  school, 
and  with  it  there  will  be  a  standing  memento  of  that  for  which  it  was 
made ;  so  that  months  and  years  will  not  be  likely  to  roll  away  without 
a  recognition  of  the  principle,  that  a  period  of  time  should  be  set  apart 
for  instruction.  The  school-room  should  be  sufficiently  commodious  to 
admit  all  those  who  are  to  receive  instruction ;  so  ventilated  as  to  pre- 
serve the  health  ;  and  for  such  establishments  there  can  be  little  doubt, 
that  it  should  be  arranged  on  the  Lancasterian  plan. 

Thus  it  appears  that  this  Society  shows  the  connexion  between  archi- 
tecture and  morals,  in  reference  to  four  periods  of  time,  which  ought  to 
include  nearly  the  whole ;  i.  e.  the  period  for  retirement,  the  period  for 
eating,  the  period  for  labor,  and  the  period  for  instruction. 

Whether  any  good  will  result  from  this  view  of  the  connexion  be- 
tween architecture  and  morals,  time  will  show.  If  it  shall  be  the 
means  of  securing  for  large  establishments,  separate  dormitories,  ad- 
mitting of  easy  supervision,  orderly  and  not  pernicious  common  halls, 
extensive  and  well  arranged  work-shops,  suitable  chapels  and  school- 
rooms, we  shall  see,  in  the  progress  of  ages,  whether  in  this  particular 
our  labor  is  in  vain. 

This  Society  sJto70s  the  value  of  labor,  not  only  as  a  means  of  sup- 
port, hut  as  an  auxiliary  of  virtue. — The  county  prisons,  to  a  vast 
extent,  throughout  the  United  States,  are  not  places  of  labor ;  and  for 
this,  among  other  reasons,  are  places  of  extreme  profligacy  in  regard 


<63  FOURTH   REPORT — 1829.  295 

to  gambling,  profane  swearing,  sabbath-breaking,  and  other  nameless 
offences.     In  the  reformed  prisons,  where  labor  has  been  systematically 
introduced,  and  industriously  prosecuted,  under  a  vigilant  inspection, 
a  vast  amount  of  moral  evil  has  been  prevented.     This  is  delightfully 
illustrated  in  the  prisons  at  Auburn,  Sing  Sing,  and  Wethersfield,  and 
at  the    houses   of  refuge    in    Boston,    New    York,    and    Philadelphia. 
Even  in  the  same  prison  where  some  of  the  men  have  been  furnished 
with  labor,  and  others  not,  it  is  the  testimony  of  the  officers,  that  they 
can  prevent  evil  more  easily  among  one  hundred  men  who  are  busily 
employed,    than   between  one   tenth  part  of  that  number,   who   have 
nothing  to  do.     This  general  remark  is  applicable  to  colleges,  acade- 
mies, and  schools,  and  is  one  of  the   great  reasons  of  the  profligacy 
which  is  found  in  them,  and  shows  the  need  of  reform  in  them,  as 
much  as  similar  evils  show  the   need  of  reform  in  the  old  peniten- 
tiaries.    This  subject  would  be  less  important,  if  fewer  parents  were 
called  annually  to  mourn  over  their    children's   loss   of  character,  at 
public  schools ;  and  this  for  one  among  other  reasons,  that  they  are 
not  furnished  with  places,  materials,   and   hours  for  labor.     We  hail 
therefore,  as  harbingers  of  a  better  day,  all  those  institutions,  of  what- 
ever name,  in  which  it  is  illustrated,  by  actual  experiment,  how  condu- 
cive productive  labor  is  to  virtue.     And  we  believe  that  the  time  is  not 
distant,  when  to  a  much  greater  extent  than  at  present,  institutions  of 
all  kinds  intended  to  reform  men  or  prepare  the  rising  generation  for 
usefulness,  will  provide  places,  materials,  and  hours  for  labor  as  a  part 
of  the  system.     To  some  extent,  this  is  already  done.     In  Maine,  the 
Institution  at  Waterville,  and  the  Gardiner  Lyceum,  if  we  are  correctly 
informed,  combine  labor  and  instruction.     In  Massachusetts,  the  Theo- 
logical Seminary  at  Andover  has  a  most  useful  work-shop,  in  which 
about  seventy-five  students  are  hard    at   work  certain  hours  of  every 
day,  and  another  shop  is  now  building,  in  which  the  students  connect- 
ed with  Phillips  Academy  may  appropriate  certain  hours  to  labor,  and 
thus   in  part    or    wholly   support   themselves.     At    Woburn,    Monson, 
South  Hadley,   and   Stockbridge,   Massachusetts,   if  it  is  not  already 
done^  it  is  in  contemplation  to  combine  labor  with  instruction  in  the 
academies.     In  Connecticut,  at  Windsor  is  a  school  on  the  same  prin- 
ciple ;  in  Hartford,  at  the  deaf  and  dumb  asylum  are  work-shops;  and 
in  Yale  College,  a  large  wood-house  has  beea  built,  in  which  students 
may  saw  wood.     In  New  York,  at  Whitesboro',  and  in  Virginia  and 
Tennessee,  are  literary  institutions  in  which  productive  labor  is  com- 
bined with  instruction  ;  and  we  know^  not  why  bodily  exercise,  in  the 
form  of  productive  labor,  should  not  be  as  conducive  to  virtue  in  acad- 
emies and  colleges,   as  in  prisons   and   houses  of  refuge.     From  the 
experiments  already  made  in  both   classes  of  institutions,  it  appears, 
that  labor  should  no  more  be  neglected  where  the  improvement  of  the 
mind  is  the  primary  object,  than  the  improvement  of  the  mind  should 
be  neglected  where   labor  and   restraint  are  the  primary   object.     In 
either  case,  it  is  seen  that  labor  is  not  only  a  means  of  support,  but  an 
auxiliary  of  virtue. 

This  Socicttj  fiiniishcs  mstructivc  facts  in  domestic  economy. — In 
the  house  of  reformation  for  juvenile  delinquents,  at  South  Boston, 
the  boys'  best  suit  (and  they  appear  very  well  v/hen  dressed  in  it)  costs, 
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besides  the  making,  which  they  do  themselves,  and  not  including  the 
shoes,  ninety-tight  cents.  This  suit  consists  of  a  blue  jacket  and 
Jight  duck  pantaloons,  a  blue  cap,  and  a  white  shirt.  Here  then  is  a 
fact  for  mothers  to  look  at ;  for  we  testify,  that  there  are  no  children 
more  neatly  clad  than  these  boys,  at  an  expense  of  ninety-eight  cents. 

Again — the  earnings  of  a  considerable  number  of  these  boys  are 
equal  to  the  expense  for  their  clothing  and  food.  Suppose  the  food  to 
cost  six  cents  per  day,  which  is  above  the  actual  expense ;  and  the 
clothing  three  cents  per  day,  which  would  give  them  three  suits  per 
year,  and  three  pair  of  shoes  ;  then  the  expense  of  these  items  would 
be  nine  cents  per  day ;  while  a  considerable  number  of  them  earn, 
during  the  hours  of  labor  only,  ten  cents  per  day.  Here  it  should  be 
remembered,  that  besides  the  hours  for  labor,  there  are  hours  for  re- 
freshment, and  hours  for  moral  and  religious  instruction,  and  hours  for 
going  to  school.  Does  this  fact,  or  does  it  not,  afford  instruction  for 
large  families,  which  find  it  difficult  to  gain  subsistence  ;  for  boarding 
schools  and  academies,  where  parents'  resources  are  exhausted  to  edu- 
cate their  children  in  idleness,  when  they  might  be  better  educated 
and  earn  their  food  and  clothing,  if  proper  care  was  taken  to  provide, 
in  connexion  with  such  institutions,  places  and  hours  and  materials  for 
labor  ?  Does  the  fact  above  stated  afford  any  instruction  for  colleges 
and  theological  seminaries,  where  such  inveterate  habits  of  bodily  in- 
action are  often  formed,  as  to  induce  dispepsy  in  all  its  direful  forms, 
which  causes  frequent  and  premature  death  ;  and  if  the  subjects  Tive,  ren- 
ders them  comparatively  useless  members  of  society  ?  In  asking  these 
questions,  we  are  not  beating  the  air  ;  we  are  reasoning  from  facts  ; 
and  we  are  happy  in  being  supported  in  our  general  views,  not  only  of 
the  economy,  but  of  the  importance,  in  every  point  of  view,  of  produc- 
tive labor,  as  a  part  of  a  good  system  of  education,  by  an  institution, 
whose  young  men  earned,  in  various  stages  of  education,  during  the 
last  year,  more  than  eight  thousand  dollars.  Of  this  sum,  more  than 
five  thousand  dollars  were  earned  by  the  labor  of  those  members  of 
the  institution,  who  are  connected  with  different  colleges.  If  the  sons 
of  poverty  are  to  be  thus  educated,  while  the  sons  of  affluence  and 
competency  are  to  be  educated  in  lounging  and  idleness,  the  first  will 
soon  become  last,  and  the  last  first. 

Again, — the  whole  expense  for  the  subsistence  of  the  prisoners  at 
Wethersfield,  including  food,  clothing,  bedding,  medical  attendance, 
instruction  and  pay  of  the  officers,  is  thirteen  cents  and  four  mills  per 
Jay,  while  one  hundred  and  forty  boys  in  the  house  of  refuge  in  New 
York,  from  the  age  of  six  to  nineteen  years,  earn,  on  contract,  twelve 
and  a  half  cents  per  day. 

Once  more, — the  food  of  the  prisoners,  in  the  Connecticut  prison, 
costs  $15,52  per  year  each,  or  twenty-nine  cents  and  eight  mills  per 
week,  or  four  cents  and  two  mills  per  day.  With  this  food,  consisting 
of  good  bread,  good  beef  and  pork,  good  potatoes,  and  good  water,  and 
enough  of  it,  the  convicts  are  healthy.  There  is  little  or  no  use  for 
the  hospital,  and  there  has  not  been  a  death  in  eighteen  months  ;  and 
the  labor  of  the  prisoners  is  productive  of  a  large  income  to  the  State, 
above  every  expense  for  tlie  support  of  the  institution. 

There  is  one  other  fact  only,  which  we  propose  to  mention,  in  this 
connexion.     The  cooking  for  five  hundred  men  is  done  in  the  prison, 
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at  Sing  Sing,  with  eighty  pounds  of  coal  per  day.  This  is  done  with 
great  simplicity,  by  an  apparatus  made  at  the  prison,  and  sold  for  one 
hundred  dollars,  which,  it  is  believed,  will  save  at  least  one  half  the  ex- 
pense for  fuel,  in  large  establishments. 

These  facts  concerning  the  expense  of  clothing,  and  proceeds  of 
labor  at  South  Boston  ;  the  expense  of  cooking  at  Sing  Sing  ;  and  the 
expense  of  supporting  men  at  Wethersfield,  compared  with  the  earnings 
of  boys  in  New  York, — we  have  thought  important  and  worthy  of  dis- 
tinct consideration. 

It  is  to  be  hoped  that  many  families,  institutions,  and  individuals,  will 
learn  important  lessons  from  these  facts,  which  are  the  results  of 
invaluable  experiments  on  man. 

This  Society  sliotcs  the  importance  of  2tnceasivg  vigilcince  in  govern- 
ment.— In  the  house  of  reformation  at  South  Boston,  before  the  boys 
were  subject  to  unceasing  vigilance,  there  were  frequent  escapes,  which 
indicated  a  habit  of  discontent,  and  unwilling  submission  ;  there  was 
besides  but  little  industry,  in  the  shop  or  school-room ;  few  cases  of 
reformation ;  and  generally  a  state  of  things  affording  little  satisfaction 
to  the  directors  or  friends  of  the  institution.  Also,  in  the  state  prison 
at  Charlestown,  while  there  were  numerous  apartments,  in  the  old 
brick  building,  removed  from  vigilant  and  unceasing  inspection,  and 
while  the  officers  were  not  found  in  their  places,  exercising  unceasing 
vigilance,  there  was  little  or  nothing  like  a  salutary  discipline.  In  the 
house  of  correction  in  Leverett-street,  too,  among  the  females,  until 
the  matron  was  placed  there,  and  began  to  exercise  a  constant  inspec- 
tion, there  was  no  control ;  but  as  soon  as  the  inmates  took  their 
places  under  the  eye  of  the  matron,  knowing  that  she  would  be  always 
in  her  place,  and  they  should  be  always  under  her  eye,  the  improve- 
ment was  manifest.  And  at  Newgate,  Connecticut,  as  there  was  little 
vigilance,  there  was  less  order ;  while  at  the  new  prison  in  Wethers- 
field, in  regard  to  the  officers,  as  well  as  the  convicts,  there  is  a  place 
for  every  man,  and  every  man  in  his  place,  and  they  are  all  kept  in 
their  places,  and  at  their  business,  by  unceasing  vigilance.  In  the 
prisons  at  Sing  Sing  and  Auburn,  whenever  an  overseer  leaves  his 
place,  even  for  a  few  minutes,  he  calls  another  to  take  it,  so  that  the 
supervision  may  be  uninterrupted.  To  all  this  vigilance,  and  the 
benefits  of  it,  there  is  a  striking  contrast,  in  some  of  the  penitentiaries, 
and  in  the  county  prisons  generally.  In  the  county  prisons,  to  a  vast 
extent,  the  keeper  may  be  a  farmer,  a  deputy  sheriff,  a  tavern  keeper^ 
or  almost  any  thing  else,  which  requires  his  absence,  except,  perhaps^ 
when  he  turns  the  key.  The  consequence  is,  profane  swearing, 
gambling,  Sabbath  breaking,  universal  disorder  and  idleness  ;  and  it 
seems  not  yet  to  have  been  thought,  that  vigilance  is  necessary  in 
county  prisons.  So  long  as  it  is  supposed  that  any  class  of  prisons 
can  be  properly  managed  without  unceasing  vigilance,  so  long  they 
will  remain  nurseries  of  vice.  This  brings  into  view  a  principle  of 
very  extensive  application  to  families,  schools,  academies,  colleges, 
factories,  mechanics'  shops ;  i.  e.  the  importance  of  unceasing  vigilance. 
If  therefore,  this  society  does  in  any  degree  magnify  the  importance 
of  unceasing  vigilance  in  government,  it  will  be  useful  in  this  respect. 
That  lessons  never  to  be  forgotten  are  taught  on  this  subject  in  the 
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prisons  at  Auburn,  Sing  Sing,  and  Wethersfield,  and  in  the  houses  of 
refuge  in  Boston,  New  York,  and  Philadelphia,  is  certain. 

This  Society  shows  the  importance  of  family  government. — Among 
the  causes  of  crime,  the  neglect  of  family  government  stands  next  to 
intemperance  :  it  is,  in  fact,  not  unfrequently  the  cause  of  intemper- 
ance. Youth,  when  unrestrained  and  neglected  by  their  parents, 
find  their  way  to  the  tavern  and  the  grog-shop;  and  others,  whose 
parents  have  attempted  unsuccessfully  to  govern  them,  have  not  be- 
come abandoned  to  vice,  till  they  forsook  their  father's  house.  It  is 
the  confession  of  many  convicts  from  the  prisons  at  Auburn  and 
Wethersfield,  that  the  course  of  vice,  which  brought  them  to  the 
prison,  commenced  in  disobedience  to  their  parents,  or  in  their  parents' 
neglect.  And  it  has  already  been  stated,  that  about  60,  which  is 
one  third  of  the  whole  number  of  the  youth  who  have  been  committed  to 
the  house  of  reformation  at  South  Boston,  were  committed  for  bein^^ 
stubborn  and  disobedient.  And  among  old  convicts,  for  the  higher 
crimes,  especially  those  which  were  the  offspring  of  unrestrained  and 
sudden  passion,  there  is  evidence  from  prisons,  that  they  who  have 
been  guilty  of  such  crimes,  were  never  subject  to  family  government. 
And  there  is  further  evidence,  in  a  few  cases,  where  parents  and 
children  have  been  found  together  in  the  same  prison,  that  the  father's 
house  was  a  place  of  entire  discord,  in  regard  to  every  thing  good, 
and  of  harmony,  only,  in  devising  and  executing  mischief:  and  va 
one  instance,  at  least,  a  son,  who  made  sport  on  his  way  from  the 
prison  to  the  gallows,  wliere  he  was  soon  to  lose  his  life,  traced  his 
dreadful  end  to  the  instructions  of  his  mother.  Let  parents  then  govern 
their  children,  and  children  obey  their  parents,  in  that  which  is  right. 

This  Society  promotes  temperance. — The  facts  disclosed  from  the 
interior  of  prisons  concerning  the  consequences  of  intemperance  are 
among  the  strongest  arguments  in  favor  of  temperance.  In  the  house 
of  correction,  in  Boston,  the  records  show,  among  the  men,  besides 
very  many  committed  a  second  time,  two  committed  three  times ;  six 
committed  four  times  ;  four  committed  five  times  ;  two  committed  six 
times ;  one  committed  seven  times ;  and  one  committed  eight  times, 
for  drunkenness.  Among  the  females,  besides  many  committed  twice, 
three  committed  three  times;  two  committed  four  times;  one  com- 
mitted five  times ;  fix  committed  six  times ;  and  one  committed  seven 
times,  for  drunkenness.  Of  these,  in  sixty  cases,  the  subjects  had 
been  discharged  more  than  one  month,  and  less  than  one  year,  before 
they  were  again  arrested  and  committed  to  prison  ;  sixteen  had  been 
discharged  more  than  five  days,  and  less  than  one  month,  before  they 
were  again  arrested  and  committed  to  prison;  three  had  been  dis- 
charged but  five  days ;  three  but  four  days ;  one  but  three  days ;  two 
but  two  days  ;  and  three  but  one  day,  before  they  were  again  arrested 
and  committed  to  prison. 

The  time  lost  in  prison,  in  the  cases  above  mentioned,  was  about 
thirty-two  years.  And  the  expense  of  supporting  these  twenty-eight 
drunkards,  at  $2  per  week,  for  the  time  mentioned,  83,320. 

This  is  a  limited  view,  as  exhibited  on  the  records  of  one  of  our 
prisons,  of  the  evils  of  intemperance.  There  is  another  view,  not  less 
appalling,  concerning  the  probable   number  of  cases  of  imprisonment 
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for  debt,  and  the  probable  expense  attending  these  cases,  principally  in 
consequence  of  the  same  vice. 

Number  of  persons   imprisoned   for  debt,  annually,  in  the  United 
States,  in  consequence,  principally,  of  the  intemperate  usa  of 

ardent  spirits,     ' 50,000 

Costs  of  process  in  50,000  cases  of  imprisonment  for  debt,     .         .         .  $250,000 

Expenses  of  court  for  the  same  number  of  cases,            ....  250,000 

Loss  of  time  in  prison,  at  GO  cts.  per  day,  of  50,000,  for  15  days  each,     .  450,000 

Board  of  the  same  number, 250,000 

Turnkey,  notifyintj  creditor,  administering  oath,  &c.            .         ^         .  125,000 

Derangement  of  affairs  as  much  as  the  loss  of  time,      .         -         .        .  450,000 


$1,775,000 

Again — the  evils  of  intemperance  are  seen  fi-om  the  interior  of 
prisons  among  criminals,  not  less  than  among  debtors.  Tlie  probable 
number  of  criminals  annually  committed  to  prison,  in  the  United 
States,  is  about  125,000  ;  and  the  proportion  of  these  committed  in 
consequence,  directly  or  indirectly,  of  intemperance,  does  not  appear 
from  the  most  authentic  documents  to  be  less  than  three  fourths  of  the 
vvhole  number.     The  following  statement  may  then  be  made  : 

Criminals  committed  to  prison  during  a  single  year,  in  the  United 
States  in  consequence,  directly  or  indirectly,  of  intemperance, 
three  fourths  of  125,000, 03,750 


Costs  of  process  in  93.750  cases,  at  $5  each,          .....  $4GS,750 
Loss  of  time  in  prison  of  93,750,  at  GO  cents  per  day,  for  30  days 

each, 1.687,500 

Boardofy3,750for30days,  at  .$1,25  per  week,           ....  504,539 

Costs  of  court,  juries,  &c.  in  93,750  cases, 1,000,000 

$3,600,789 

Such  results  rendered  only  probable,  as  the  consequence  of  intem- 
perance, may  produce  some  effect  by  way  of  restraint.  A  Society, 
then,  which  keeps  it  constantly  in  view  to  trace  the  connexion  between 
intemperance  and  crime,  is  useful  in  promoting  temperance. 

This  Socidi/  promotes  tJic  hctttr  ohservancc  of  the  Sabbath. — It  is 
estimated  that  the  number  of  persons  in  prison  at  a  given  time,  in  the 
United  States,  is  10,000.  It  is  not  a  matter  of  small  moment  whether 
the  prisons,  in  v/hich  10,000  persons  are  constantly  confined,  shall  be 
so  constructed  and  managed,  as  that  the  Sabbath  shall  be  properly  ob- 
served. In  this  respect  there  is  a  vast  difference  betv/een  the  prisons 
at  Auburn,  Wethersfield,  and  Sing  Sing,  and  many  other  state  prisons; 
and  between  them  and  tlie  county  jails  generally.  Silence,  order,  re- 
ligious instruction  in  the  Sabbath  school,  public  worship,  and  private 
admonition,  sympathy  and  advice,  and  reading  the  Bible  diligently, — are 
characteristic  of  the  first  mentioned  prisons  on  the  Sabbath.  Gam- 
bling, profane  swearing,  unrestrained  communication  of  evil,  are  char- 
acteristic of  several  penitentiaries,  and  of  almost  all  county  prisons,  on 
the  Sabbath.  If  it  were  only  the  difference  in  the  effect  of  these  in- 
stitutions, in  regard  to  the  sanctification  of  the  Sabbath  on  the  10,000 
persons  constantly  in  prison,  it  would  not  be  a  matter  of  small  mo- 
ment ;  but  it  is  to  be  considered,  that  the  number  of  persons  com- 
mitted to  prison  in  the  United  States,  and  leaving  there  to  go  abroad 
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in  society,  to  exert  an  influence  upon  others,  in  the  lapse  of  a  single 
year,  does  not  greatly  vary  from  200,000  :  whether  this  vast  multi- 
tude have  been  confined  in  prisons  where  the  Sabbath  was  observed  or 
profaned,  is  a  matter  of  still  greater  moment. 

This  Society  shows  the  value  of  solitude^ — The  remarks  and  facts 
stated  in  former  Reports,  in  regard  to  the  importance  of  solitary  con- 
finement at  night,  and  in  this  Report  showing  the  connexion  between 
architecture  and  morals,  are  mostly  illustrative  of  the  value  of  solitude. 
Whether  the  principle  is  applicable  to  other  members  of  the  human 
family  to  the  same  degree,  or  not,  it  is  now  admitted  as  an  axiom,  that 
little  or  nothing  can  be  done  for  the  benefit  of  that  part  of  the  human 
family  which  is  found  in  prison,  without  a  time  and  a  place  for  soli- 
tude ;  and  it  is  a  matter  of  great  surprise,  how  great  is  the  value  of 
solitude  to  this  class  of  persons.  Many  are  constrained  to  acknowl- 
edge, on  visiting  the  prisons  at  Auburn,  Wethersfield,  and  Sing  Sing, 
and  the  house  of  refuge  in  New  York,  that  they  never  before  con- 
ceived what  effects  would  be  produced  on  the  hearts  of  vicious  persons 
by  being  silent  and  alone  at  night.  And  if  there  were  no  other  result 
from  these  admirable  institutions,  than  a  deeper  impression  upon  the 
public  mind  of  the  value  of  solitude,  in  producing,  in  the  minds  of 
persons  disposed  to  evil,  reflection  on  the  past,  remorse  for  sin,  reso- 
lutions of  living  a  better  life,  and  a  disposition  to  read  the  Bible,  and 
to  hearken  to  good  advice,  they  would  be  of  great  use  to  the  world. 
An  intelligent  convict  at  Wethersfield,  who  came  there  from  the  old 
prison  at  Newgate,  was  asked  by  a  citizen  how  he  liked  the  new 
prison  ?  when  a  conversation  in  substance  as  follows  took  place  : — 
Convict  I  do  not  know.  Citizen.  Is  not  the  food  better  ?  Convict, 
Yes.  Citizen.  Is  not  the  clothing  better  1  Convict.  Yes.  Citizen. 
Is  not  the  lodging  better  ?  Convict.  Yes.  Citizen.  Are  not  the  offi- 
•cers  better  ?  Convict.  Yes.  Citizen.  Why  then  is  it  not  all  better  ? 
Convict.  You  do  not  understand  it.  There,  by  day  and  by  night,  it 
was  hale  fellows  well  met ;  and  here,  the  last  thing  at  night  is  prayer, 
then  retirement,  where  we  see  no  one  and  speak  to  no  one  during  the 
evening  ;  then  go  to  bed,  but  cannot  go  to  sleep  ;  but  think,  think. 
If  we  get  to  sleep,  and  awake  in  the  night,  we  see  no  one,  and  hear 
no  one ;  but  think,  think.  When  the  morning  comes,  and  we  go 
out,  the  first  thing  is  prayer.  We  see  our  fellows,  but  say  nothing  ; 
and  at  night,  again,  after  prayer,  we  go  alone,  and  THINK,  THINK. 
This  is  the  difference. 

This  Society  shoivs  that  the  Bible  is  the  best  of  books. — No  other 
book,  nor  all  other  books  together,  could  supply  the  place  of  the  Bible, 
in  prison.  When  this  is  the  only  book  with  which  prisoners  are  s'lp- 
plied,  they  read  it  often  and  much  ;  become  very  curious  to  under- 
stand its  meaning  ;  select  pungent  passages,  and  turn  down  the  leaves 
where  they  are  ;  and  in  a  few  months  gain  a  valuable  knowledge  of  the 
scriptures.  Some  of  the  prisoners,  who  were  ignorant  of  the  alphabet, 
in  the  prison  at  Sing  Sing,  with  no  other  book  but  the  Bible,  learned 
to  read  it  in  four  or  five  weeks  ;  afterwards  became  greatly  interested 
in  committing  the  scriptures  to  memory  ;  and  in  a  few  cases  gave 
evidence  that  the  effect  was  not  lost  on  their  consciences  and  hearts. 
In  the  prisons  at  Auburn  and  Sing  Sing,  where  about  eleven  hundred 
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prisoners  are  confined,  in  as  many  separate  cells,  at  night,  they  are 
supplied  by  a  law  of  the  State  with  eleven  hundred  Bibles,  or  as  many 
Bibles  as  there  are  prisoners.  In  the  prison  at  Wethcrsfield,  also, 
each  convict  is  supplied  with  a  Bible,  by  the  Connecticut  Bible 
Society ;  and  in  these  prisons,  nothing  has  been  more  surprising  and 
delightful  than  the  attention  which  has  been  given  to  the  word  of  God. 
In  the  Connecticut  prison,  in  one  instance,  a  citizen  was  curious  to 
know,  what  proportion  of  the  convicts  would  be  found,  at  a  given 
time,  reading  the  Bible.  He  entered  the  prison,  after  the  prisoners 
were  locked  up  at  niglit,  and  passed  around  the  block,  and  looked 
into  the  solitary  cells,  through  the  grates,  upon  thirty-six  prisoners. 
They  were  all  engaged,  without  one  exception,  and  each,  without  the 
knowledge  of  the  others,  in  reading  the  Bible  ;  and  not  only  so,  they 
had  set  their  supper  down  upon  the  tloor  of  their  cells,  to  remain 
there  till  they  had  improved  all  the  time  before  dark,  in  reading  the 
Bible — thus  preferring  the  word  of  God  to  their  necessary  food.  A 
similar  interest  in  reading  the  scriptures  is  manifested  at  Auburn, 
where  a  very  large  proportion  of  all  the  convicts,  as  they  are  passed  on 
the  Sabbath,  at  their  cell  doors,  are  found  reading  the  scriptures. — 
How  far  the  unusual  interest  manifested  in  reading  the  scriptures  in 
prisons  constructed  and  managed  on  the  principles  of  those  at  Auburn, 
Sing  Sing,  and  Wethersfield,  is  promoted  by  the  opportunities  for  soli- 
tude, which  are  furnished,  and  the  deprivation  of  other  books,  to- 
which  they  are  subject,  we  cannot  tell  ;  but  one  thing  is  certain,  in 
these  circumstances,  there  is  no  book  like  the  Bible  :  none  like  it  in 
its  history,  which  is  read  with  the  greatest  eagerness  in  prison  :  none 
like  it  in  its  poetry,  for  there  are  many  minds  in  prison  which  can 
see  its  beauty  in  this  respect :  none  like  it  in  its  sanctions,  which  are 
awful  to  the  mind  in  the  solitude  of  a  prison :  none  like  it  in  its  invita- 
tions and  promises,  which  are  as  the  balm  of  Gilead  to  the  wounded 
spirit  in  prison  :  none  like  it  in  its  miracles.  No  otlier  book,  nor  all 
other  books  together,  could  supply  the  place  of  the  Bible  in  prison. 
And  the  time  which  is  spent  in  reading  it,  and  the  rapidity  with  which 
a  right  understanding  of  its  meaning  is  acquired,  and  the  gratitude 
which  is~manifested,  in  many  cases,  for  its  consolations,  and  the  re- 
straints imposed  by  its  sanctions,  and  the  hope  and  astonishment  excited 
by  its  promises  and  miracles,  while  it  speaks  volumes  in  favor  of  the 
new  prisons  where  the  Bible  is  so  much  used,  and  the  system  is  so  well 
calculated  to  increase  its  use,  affords  instructive  lessons  concerning  the 
value  of  the  Bible,  wherever  it  is  a  neglected  book. 

This  Society  shows  the  value  of  Sabbath  schools. — It  shows  the 
value  of  Sabbath  schools  in  prison,  and  in  preventing  crime. 
Sabbath  schools  have  been  organized  at  the  prisons  in  Concord, 
N.  H.,  Charlestown,  Mass.,  Wethersfield,  Conn.,  Greenwich,  Black- 
well's  Island,  and  Auburn,  N.  Y.,  at  the  houses  of  refuge  in  Bos- 
ton, New  York,  and  Philadelphia,  and  at  the  old  county  prison  on 
Walnut  street,  Philadelphia,  where  the  effect  of  them  has  been  mani- 
fest in  promoting  the  sanctification  of  the  Sabbath,  the  study  of  the 
Bible,  an  increase  of  kind  feeling,  an  improvement  in  discipline,  and 
the  benefit  of  the  teachers  as  well  as  the  pupils.  The  number  of 
scholars  in  the  Sabbath  schools,  in  the  prisons  mentioned  above,  is 
26 
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about  835,  and  the  number  of  teachers  about  GO.  The  elTect  of  these 
Sabbath  schools  in  promoting  the  better  observance  of  the  Sabbath,  is 
not  only  seen  while  the  convicts  are  under  instruction,  but  in  their 
conduct  as  scholars,  and  in  their  influence  over  others  during  the  re- 
mainder of  the  day ;  and  in  most  usefully  occupying  the  time  of  the 
officers  and  teachers  concerned  in  their  government  and  instruction. 
The  Bible  is  the  only  book,  or  nearly  the  only  book,  used  in  these 
schools  ;  and  the  effect  of  bringing  800  or  1000  minds  in  prison,  on  cer- 
tain hours  of  every  Sabbath,  into  systematic  operation  upon  the  truths 
of  the  Bible,  is  not  only  a  proper  mode  of  observing  holy  timxO,  but  it 
often  enables  those,  who  could  not  do  it  before,  to  read  the  Bible,  and 
produces  in  a  still  greater  number  a  taste  for  reading  it.  Besides,  it 
interests  the  teachers  in  the  convicts,  and  the  convicts  in  the  teachers, 
and  thus  produces  pleasant  feelings.  The  expressions  of  affection  are 
very  strong  on  both  sides  :  the  teachers  wondering  why  they  never  felt 
for  this  class  of  men  before,  and  the  convicts  feeling  that  they  have, 
at  last,  found  friends.  All  this,  and  much  more,  is  strikingly  illustra- 
ted in  the  kind,  grateful,  and  affectionate  feelings  exhibited  between 
teachers  and  scholars  in  tlie  Sabbath  schools  of  the  prisons  at  Auburn 
and  Wethersfield,  and  other  prisons  u'here  Sabbath  schools  have  been 
established.  The  effect  on  the  discipline  of  these  institutions  is 
scarcely  less  valuable,  than  on  the  affections  of  the  convicts  ;  for  the 
privilege  of  attending  the  school  furnishes  a  strong  motive  to  good 
conduct,  and  the  fear  of  being  deprived  of  the  privilege,  a  strong  re- 
straint against  misdemeanor.  The  privilege  of  being  teachers  in  these 
schools  is  highly  valued,  especially  among  young  men  preparing  for 
the  ministry,  as  it  brings  them  into  contact  with  a  great  mass  of  inven- 
tive and  inquisitive  mind.  But  the  best  evidence  of  their  value,  derived 
from  prisons,  is  the  effect  of  Sabbath  schools  in  deterring  from  the  com- 
mission of  crime  ;  since  there  are  very  few  Sabbath  school  scholars 
found  in  prison,  in  Europe  or  America. 

This  Society^  without  tJiioarting  the  purposes  of  justice,  calls  into 
action  the  sympatJtetic  and  co?iipcissiorMte  feelings  of  man  toicards  his 
felloic. — Were  it  not  for  some  such  operation  as  this,  it  might  not  only 
be  unfelt  but  unknown,  that  there  are  in  the  United  States  about  300 
lunatics,  500  youth  and  children,  1000  females,  10,000  of  all  classes, 
in  prison  at  the  same  time ;  and  in  the  lapse  of  a  single  year,  about 
125,000  criminals,  and  75,000  debtors,  committed  to  prison.  Much 
more  would  it  be  unfelt  and  unknown,  how  friendless  are  these  lunatics 
in  prison  ;  liou'  miserable  their  condition  ;  how  incurable  they  become, 
if  they  do  not  soon  die,  in  consequence  of  their  dreadful  malady,  when 
aggravated  by  imprisonment.  Even  with  the  operations  of  this  Soci- 
ety, we  know  not  hov/  nmch  time  must  elapse,  before  this  Avretched 
class  of  prisoners  will  excite  so  much  commiseration  as  to  cause  other 
provision  to  be  made  for  them,.  Five  hundred  youth  and  children, 
too,  might  have  remained  for  ages,  in  the  old  penitentiaries,  subject  to 
the  brutal  passions  of  old  offenders,  and  no  houses  of  refuge  for  juvenile 
delinquents  have  been  provided  for  them,  except  for  the  publicity 
\Yhich  has  been  given  to  the  facts  in  regard  to  the  unutterable  abom- 
i^j^tions  to  which  they  have  been  exposed.  1000  females,  also,  among 
^¥;toi?i  are  daughters  once  promising,  wives  with  husbands  and  children 
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living,  and  mothers  with  infant  children  in  their  arms,  might  have 
remained  in  prison,  and  may  still  remain  there  a  long  time,  before  it 
shall  be  felt  generally  that  female  commiseration,  prayer  and  corre- 
sponding effort,  can  find  scope  for  its  ever  active  spirit  within  the  walls 
of  prisons.  This  would  not  be  because  the  same  heart  w^hich  was 
first  at  the  sepulchre  of  Him,  who  was  anointed  to  preach  liberty  to  the 
captive,  does  not  remain  on  earth  ;  but  because  it  has  been  so  exten- 
sively unknown  that  there  were  so  many  females  in  prison.  And 
10,000  persons  of  all  classes  might  have  remained  in  prison,  and  every 
year  125,00(3  criminals  and  75,000  debtors  might  be  committed  to 
prison,  and  still  this  might  remain  a  subject  so  unimportant,  and  un- 
interesting, as  not  to  excite  the  commiseration  of  the  public,  were  no 
publicity  to  be  given  to  the  facts  concerning  it.  We  believe  therefore, 
that  this  Society,  without  thwarting  the  purposes  of  justice,  calls  into 
action,  to  some  extent,  the  sympathetic  and  compassionate  feelings  of 
man  towards  his  fellow. 

Thus  it  appears  that  the  indirect  influence  of  the  Society  may  have 
been  or  may  be  of  some  use  to  the  world. 

Having  stated  several  particulars  in  v/hich  the  indirect  influence  of 
its  operations  may  have  been  useful,  we  proceed  to  state 

THE  IMMEDIATE  RE3UliTS  OF  THIS  SOCIETY'S  LABORS. 

It  has  caused  an  examination  to  be  made  of  the  principal  prisons, 
on  different  routes,  in  fifteen  of  the  United  States,  for  the  purpose  of 
ascertaining  the  defects  of  some,  and  improvements  of  others ;  and 
for  this  purpose  has  enabled  the  Agent  to  travel  about  thirteen  thou- 
sand miles,  and  prosecute  the  object  in  various  forms,  without  inter- 
ruption, for  five  years. 

It  has  printed  about  sixteen  thousand  copies,  or  1,G00,000  pages  of 
the  Annual  Reports  of  the  Society,  and  furnished  them,  at  a  moderate 
price,  to  the  Legislatures  of  Maine,  Massachusetts,  Nev/  York,  and 
New  Jersey,  for  the  use  of  the  members,  and  gratuitously  to  the 
Legislatures  of  some  other  States,  and  to  benevolent  individuals  and 
Societies  in  America  and  Europe.  The  First  Report  has  been  re- 
printed by  the  London  Society  ;  the  Second  has  been  stereotyped  in 
this  country ;  and  Dr.  Julius,  of  Hamburg,  has  recently  published  in 
Germany  an  octavo  volume  of  368  pages,  in  which  he  has  availed 
himself  extensively  of  the  facts  contained  in  the  series  of  Reports, 
for  which  he  has  returned  a  letter  of  thanks  to  the  Society,  and  has 
attached  to  his  volume  a  beautiful  copperplate  engraving  of  the  new 
prison  now  erecting  at  Charlestown,  Mass. 

It  has  caused  an  abandonment  of  the  principle  of  solitary  confine- 
ment, unmitigated  by  labor  or  instruction,  on  one  pound  of  bread  and 
cold  water,  under  which  the  prisoners  in  the  state  prison  at  Thomas- 
ton,  Maine,  three  years  since,  were  suffering  every  thing  but  death ; 
and  the  substitution  of  solitary  confinement  at  night,  with  labor  by 
day,  on  a  healthful  diet,  under  some  degree  of  instruction. 

It  furnished  the  plan,  which  has  been  adopted,  of  the  new  prison 
at  Charlestov.m,  in  a  com.munication  to  the  Governor  of  Massachusetts, 
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which  he  recommended  to  the  Legislature,  with  a  respectful  notice  of 
the  service  thus  rendered  to  the  State. 

It  sent  its  Agent,  at  three  different  times,  to  Connecticut ;  once  to 
visit  Newgate  alone,  and  ascertain  its  character ;  again  M^ith  the  Com- 
missioners of  the  Legislature  to  spend  as  much  time  as  should  be 
necessary  to  make  a  thorough  investigation  and  disclosure  of  abuses  ex- 
isting in  that  institution  ;  at  which  time,  after  spending  nearly  a  week 
at  the  prison,  he  visited  the  principal  towns  in  the  State,  and  invit- 
ed meetings  of  the  principal  men,  that  the  evils  might  be  exposed  to 
them ;  and,  also,  made  such  representations  to  the  Governor  as  induced 
him  to  submit  the  subject  to  the  Legislature  ;  and,  finally,  in  accept- 
ance of  the  invitation  of  the  Commissioners,  sent  its  Agent  a  third 
time  to  appear  before  the  Legislature,  and  make  such  representations 
as  had  already  been  made  to  the  Governor  and  many  respectable 
citizens.  After  which,  within  two  or  three  weeks,  a  law  was  passed, 
with  almost  entire  unanimity,  to  abandon  Newgate,  and  build  a  new 
prison,  on  the  Auburn  plan,  at  Wethersfield. 

It  introduced  the  system  of  instruction  by  resident  chaplains  at  the 
prisons  at  Charlestown,  Auburn,  Sing  Sing,  and  Lamberton. 

It  has  co-operated  in  diffusing  information,  with  all  the  friends  of 
such  institutions,  in  behalf  of  houses  of  refuge  for  juvenile  delinquents, 
and,  as  it  has  had  opportunity,  in  promoting  the  prosperity  of  those 
already  established. 

It  suggested  important  alterations,  which  were  adopted  and  grate- 
fully acknowledged,  in  the  new  building,  recently  erected  in  the  Balti- 
more penitentiary,  l3y  which  many  facilities  are  secured  for  preventing 
'.evil  communication. 

It  furnished  an  outline  of  the  general  plan  of  the  new  penitentiary  in 
Washington,  to  the  architect  of  the  public  buildings. 

In  one  word,  it  has  devoted  five  years  to  whatever  of  improvement 
has  appeared  to  the  Board  important  and  practicable  in  regard  to  the 
construction,  discipline,  and  moral  improvement  of  prisons. 

With  the  view  which  has  now  been  presented,  according  to  the  plan 
proposed,  of  the  interests  of  several  of  the  States  in  regard  to  prison 
discipline  ;  of  the  criminal  laws  of  some  of  the  States,  with  remarks  on 
the  same  ;  and  of  the  indirect  influence  and  immediate  results  of  this 
Society's  labors,  the  question  again  recurs,  which  was  submitted  at 
the  close  of  the  last  report, — whether  this  Society  is  worthy  of  con- 
tinued patronage  ?  This  question  we  again  submit,  with  the  hope 
and  expectation  that  it  will  receive  the  same  answer  as  it  received 
last  year ;  so  that  we  shall  proceed  in  our  labors,  with  increased 
patronage. 
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VICE-PRESIDENTS. 
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HoK.  WILLIAM  REED, 
Rev.  LEONARD  WOODS, 
Rev.  WILLIAM  JENKS, 
Rev.  ELIJAH  HEADING, 
Rev.  EBENEZER  PORTER, 
Rev.  B.  B.  WISNER, 
JEREMIAH  EVARTS, 
S.  V.  S.  WILDER, 
JOHN  TAPPAN, 
SAMUEL  H.  WALLEY, 


Rev.  R.  S.  STORRS, 
Rev.  RUFUS  ANDERSON, 
WILLIAM  ROPES, 
HENRY  HILL, 
JAMES  MEANS, 
DANIEL  NOYES, 


Rev.  EDWARD  D.  GRIFFIN, 
Rev.  HEMAN  HUMPHREY, 
Rev.  WARREN  FAY, 
Rev.  SAMUEL  GREEN, 
Rev.  FRANCIS  WAYLAND, 
Rev.  JUSTIN  EDWARDS, 
Rev.  ALONZO  POTTER, 
Hon.  peter  0.  THACHER, 
Hon.  FRANCIS  C.  GRAY, 
EDWARD  TUCKERMAN. 


MANAGERS. 


Rev.  ASA  RAND, 
Rev.  EDWARD  BEECHER, 
Rev.  L.  F.  DIMMICK, 
Rev.  BROWN  EMERSON, 
DANIEL  SAFFORD, 
EDMUND  MUNROE. 


CHARLES  CLEVELAND,  Treasurer. 
Rev.  LOUIS  DWIGHT,  Secretary. 


LIFE    DIRECTORS. 
BY    THE    PAYMENT    OF    ONE    HUNDRED    DOLLARS. 


Boston. 
*Chamberlain,  Richard 
*Phillips,  William 
Tuckerman,  Edward 
Willis,  Nathaniel 


Albany,  N.   Y. 
Vein  Rensselaer,  Stephen 

Rochester. 
iBissel,  Josiah,  Jr. 


LIFE    :»IE?.IBERS. 


BY    THE    PAYMENT    OF    THIRTY    DOLLARS 


Andover,  Mass. 
Cornelius,  Elias 
Porter,  Ebenezer 
Woods,  Leonard 

Boston, 
Bowdoin,  James 
Prooks,  Peter  C. 
Codman,  Catherine 
Codman,  Charles  R. 
Eliot,  Samuel  A. 
Eliot,  William  H. 
Gray,  Francis  C. 
Gray,  John  C. 
Homer,  George  J. 
Homes,  Henry 
Hill,  Henry 
Jackson,  Charles 
Jackson,  James 
Jackson,  Patrick  T. 
Jones,  John  Coffin 
Lowell,  Charles 
Lowell,  John 
Lawrence,  Abbot 
Lawrence,  Amos 
McLean,  Ann 
Munson,  Israel 
Parkman,  Francis 


Randall,  John 
Ropes,  William 
Shattuck,  George  C. 
Shaw,  Robert  G. 
Tappan,  John 
Vose,  Thomas 
Ward,  Artemas 
Warren,  John  C 
Wigglesworth,  Thomas 
WinUirop,  Thomas  L. 
Worthington,  William 

Charlestown. 
Curtis,  Jared 

Dorchester. 
Codman,  John 

Marblehead. 
Reed,  William 

Newbury. 
Wright,  Henry  C. 

Newburyport. 
Bartlett,  William 
*Brown,  Moses 

Pittsfeld. 
Newton,  Edward  A. 

Williamstown. 
Griffin.  Edward  D. 


AND    UPWARDS. 

Thomaston,  Me. 
Rose,  Daniel 

Albany,  N.  Y. 
Delavan,  Edward  C. 
Hopkins,  Samuel  M. 

Auburn. 
Lansing,  D.  C. 

Bedford.' 
Jay,  John 

Geneva. 
Dwight,  Henry 

New  York  City. 
Brewster,  Joseph 
Chambers,  William 
How,  Fisher 
Hedges,  Timothy 
Milnor,  James 
Tappan,  Arthur 
Varick,  Richard 
Woolscy,  William  W. 

Peterbord'. 
Smith,  Gen-itt 

Schenectady 
Smith,  Peter 

Ulica. 
Stocking,  Samuel 
Varick,  Abm. 
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SUBSCRIPTIONS    AND    DONATIONS, 

From  June  1,   1828,  to  June   1,  1829. 


Amherst,  Mass. 

Noyes,  Daniel 

5 

Tucker,  I^wis 

S 

Abbot,  Gorham  D. 

$1 

Otis,  Harrison  Gray 

30 

Tucker,  Nathaniel 

32 

Abbot,  J. 

^1 

Parker,  Ebenezer 

20 

Wadsworth,  Josiah 

2 

Adams,  J.  S.  &  C. 

1 

P.  C.  S.  for  services  of  the 

Marblehcad. 

Baker,  Osmyn 

1 

Secretary 

122 

Bartlett,  J. 

2 

Bolt  wood,  L.,  Jr. 

1 

Phelps,  Abner 

10 

Cash,  l,do.  1,  do.  1 

3 

Clark,  Joseph  S. 

1 

Pierce,  William 

2 

Meriam,  R.  A. 

2 

Carter,  S.  C. 

1 

Proctor,  John  C. 

20 

Porter,  Benj. 

2 

Clark,  Lucius  F. 

1 

(iuincy,  Josiah 

30 

Weed,  Dan 

a 

Colton,  Chauncey 

2 

R.  C.  A.,  a  friend 

10 

mw  Bedford. 

Cash  for  Reports 

3  25 

Rand,  Asa 

35 

Green,  T.  A. 

2 

Dickenson,  Edward 

1 

Randall,  John 

10 

J^orthampton. 

Fellows,  Francis 

2 

Reynolds,  Edward 

3 

Ashman,  John  H. 

1 

Fiskc,  N.  W. 

1 

Safford,  Daniel 

40 

Bancroft,  George 

Hitchcock,  E. 

1 

Skinner,  Thomas  H. 
Spear,  Dod ridge 

5 

Clark,  John 

1 

Humphrey,  Heman 

2 

2 

Clark,  Samuel 

2 

Leland,  John 

1 

Stoddard,  Cha'rles 

10 

Clark,  William,  Jr. 

2 

Peck,  Solomon 

2 

Tappan,  Charles 

10 

Dewey,  Charles  A. 

2 

Strong,  H.  W. 

1 

Tappan, John 

25 

Friend, 

Storrs,  E.  W. 

1 

Tenney,  S. 

2 

Hubbard,  Roswell 

1 

Snell,  E.  S. 

2 

Train,  Samuel 

15 

Lyman,  Joseph 

1 

Strong,  E.,  Jr. 

1 

Wisner,  B.  B.,  friends  in 

Parsons,  Samuel 

1 

Sweetzer,  Luke 

3 

Boston 

30 

Phelps,  E.  S. 

1 

Thayer,  Martin 

2 

Willcy,  Newton 

2 

Snow,  Ralph 

1 

Thompson,  William 

1 

Welch,  Thomas 

2 

Strong,  Lewis 

2 

Washburn,  Roval 

1 

Weare,  Mark 

5 

Strong,  Jonathan 

1 

Worcester,  S.  M. 

2 

Wheelwright,  Lot 

10 

Tappan,  Benjamin 

2 

Aiidover. 

Willis,  Nathaniel 

40 

W^arner,  Oliver 

2 

Cornelius,  Elias 

20 

Winchester,  E.  &  A. 

10 

Whitney,  D.  S. 

2 

Farrar,  Samuel 

5 

Winthrop,  Thomas  L. 

10 

WHiitney,  J.  D. 

2 

Woods,  Leonard 

30 

W^hiting,  Marcus 

2 

Williams,  Eliphalet 

2 

Boston. 

Bradford. 

WiUiston,  P. 

1 

Annual  subscriptions, 

256 

Kimball,  Jesse 

2 

Wliitnev,  Abel 

1 

Baxter  <fc  Prescott, 

5 

Brookline. 

Wright;  F.  H. 

1 

Beecher,  Edward,  by  friends  30 

Sullivan,  Richard 

20 

j^''ewburyport. 

Beecher,  Edward 

5 

Cambrida-e. 

Adams,  Daniel 

2 

Beecher,  Lyman,  by  friends  30 

Metcalf,  E.  W. 

2 

Baglev,  Philip 

2 

Bumstead,  J. 

16 

Cambridgeport. 

Bartlett,  W^illiam 

30 

Bumstead,  J.  F. 

15 

*Chaplin,  James  C. 

20 

Bannister,  William  B. 

30 

Cleveland,  Charles 

5 

Charlestown. 

Gushing,  Caleb 

2 

Cobb,  Nathaniel  R. 

5 

Arnold,  W^illiam 

1 

Dimmick,  L.  F. 

2 

Cordis,  Thomas 

10 

Annual  subscribers, 

16 

Dimmick,  L.  F.,  by  ladies 

30 

Cobb,  Richard 

30 

Fay,  W^arren 

o 

Nelson,  J. 

2 

Cutler,  Pliny 

10 

Skillon,  Matthew 

2 

Pearson,  J.  S. 

4 

Denny,  George 

10 

Duxbury. 

Pike,  J.  S. 

4 

Edwards,  Justin, by  frie.ida 

Sprague,  Seth 

2 

Proudfit,  John,  by  ladies, 

30 

in  Boston 

30 

Dedkam. 

Parish,  M.  P. 

2 

Edwards,  Henry 

10 

Burgess,  Ebenezer 

10 

Moseloy,  E. 
Wildes,  Asa  W. 

2 

Evarts,  Jeremiah 

5 

Friend, 

1 

2 

Fairchild,  Joy  H. 

2 

Guild,  John 

2 

Pittsfitld. 

Forbes,  G.  V.  H. 

5 

Guild,  Reuben 

2 

McKay,  S.  M. 

2 

French,  B.  V. 

2 

Dm-chester. 

Randolph. 

Friend,  miss  B. 

10 

Mullican,  C. 

2 

Hitchcock,  Calvin 

2 

Friend,  Mrs.  B. 

10 

Robinson,  Stephen 

2 

Roxbury. 

Friend,  J.  D. 

1 

Fitchburg. 

A  friend. 

30 

Gray,  F.  C. 

22 

Putnam,  R.  A. 

2 

Sheffield. 

Green,  Samuel,  by  friends 

30 

Gloucester. 

Barnard,  Robert  F. 

2 

Green,  Gardner, 

30 

Jewett,  David,  by  a  friend. 

30 

Springfield. 

Gurney,  Nathan 

2 

Ipswich. 

Ashman,  George 

2 

Hanover  Church,  contribut.  28  09 

Friend, 

1 

Bemis,  Stephen  C. 

1 

Hartwell,  Alonzo 

1 

Kimball,  David,  by  ladies. 
Lord,  Nathaniel,  Jr. 

30 

Bliss,  William 

1 

Hayward,  Ebenezer 

2 

2 

Bliss,  \V. 

1 

Hill,  Henry 

5 

Kimball,  Charles 

2 

Bliss,  George 

3 

Homer,  George  J. 

30 

Knowlton,  Thomas 

1 

Bliss,  George,  Jr. 

2 

Homes,  Henry 

30 

Heard,  John 

2 

Bond,  Thomas 

3 

Howe,  James 

10 

Smith,  Ammi 

2 

Bontecou,  Daniel 

2 

Hubbard,  Samuel 

40 

Treadwell,  N. 

2 

Blake,  Elijah 

1 

Jackson,  Charles 

10 

Wade,  W.  F. 

2 

Brewer,  Janifs 

1 

Jackson,  James 

20 

Lanesborough. 

Calhoun,  William  B. 

2 

Jackson,  P.  T, 

10 

Shaw,  Henry 

2 

Child,  William 

1 

Jeffries,  John 

3 

Lenox. 

Callender,  G.  W. 

1 

Kendall,  Thomas 

2 

Worthington,  Charles 

2 

Comstock,  Henry 

1 

Lawrence,  Amos 

10 

Medford. 

Crooks,  James  W. 

I 

Lincoln,  Ileman 

5 

Magoun,  Thatcher 

10 

Chaffeo,  John 

5 

Massachusetts  Legislature 

Maton. 

Day,  Benjamin 

1 

for  Reports 

125 

Gile,  Samuel 

2 

Dw'ight,  James  S. 

2 

Marvin,  T.  R. 

30 

Metcalf,  Nathan 

2 

Dwight,  Jonathan 

3 

McLean,  Ann 

30 

Porter,  Joseph 

2 

Edwards,  Elisha 

I 

Munroe,  Edmund 

23 

Tucker,  Jesse 

2 

Ely,  Justin 

S 
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^Hooker,  John 
Hooker,  John,  Jr. 
Howard,  Bezaleel 
Howard,  Charles 
Howard,  John 
Hubbard,  Boardraau 
Ingersoll,  John 
Judd,  Spencer 
Lee,  Roswell 
Morris,  Edward  A. 
Morris,  Oliver 
New  bur  J',  John 
Noble,  G.  C. 
Packard,  Frederic 
Pynchon,  Edward 
Rej-nolds,  Samuel 
Russell,  Ebenezer 
■Sanborn,  Simeon 
Sargeant,  Thomas 
Stebbins,  Festus 
Walker,  Zebina 
Wells,  James 

Salem. 
Adams,  Joseph 
Barnell,  John 
Barstow,  Gideon 
Brooks,  John 
Brown,  Ephraim 
Barley,  John 

Cleveland,  J.  P.,  by  ladies, 
Cleveland,  J.  P. 
Cheever,  Ira 
Choate,  Rufus 
Coit,  T.  W. 
Dean,  W. 
Dodge,  Pickering 
Dodge,  Pickering,  Jr. 
Dyke,  John  S. 
Emerson,  Brown,  by  ladies, 
Foster,  Isaac  B. 
Friend, 

*lI<>lyoke,  E.  A. 
Huntington,  A. 
Kenney,  Jonathan 
King,  "r.  Glen 
King,  James 
Lawrence,  J.  B. 
Lawrence,  Charles 
Merrill,  Benjamin 
Millet,  Daniel 
Osgood,  John  B. 
Pea body, Joseph 
Peele,  William 
Pierson,  A.  S. 
Pickman,  Benjamin 
Phillips,  S.  0. 
Robinson,  Nathan 
Shepherd,  Michael 
Sprague,  J.  G. 
Shillaber,  Ebenezer 
i^mith,  G.  H. 
'I'readwell,  I.  W. 
Tread  well,  W. 
Tucker,  Gideon 
Warner,  Caleb 
Williams,  Wni.,  by  ladies, 
Whipple,  Henry 
AVliite,  D.  A. 
Wiate,  Stephen 

TForc  ester. 
Foster,  A.  D. 
Lincoln,  J.  W. 
"Waldo,  E.  S.  &  R. 
Waldo,  Daniel 

JVestficld. 
Allis,  Mr. 
Bates,  Elijah 
Chadwick,  A.  G. 
Collins,  Augustus 
Collins,  Simeon 
Davis,  Emerson 


Fowler,  Amos 
Fowler,  James 
Friend,  $2  J  do.  $1, 
Gates,  Aaron 
Gillct,  H. 
Grant,  Erastus 
Hull,  Hiram 
Knapp,  Isaac 
Mather,  John 
Mcrwin,  David  N. 
Morgan,  A. 
I^Ioseley,  Azariah 
Olmsted,  Timothy 
Post,  Abner 
Sackett,  James 
Smith,  Daniel 
Stebbins,  J.  S. 
Talmadge,  E.  G. 
Taylor,  Jedediah 
Thayer,  Lucius  F. 

Augusta,  Me. 
Tappan,  Benjamin 

Portland. 
Cross,  Nathaniel 
Hyde,  William 
Lincoln,  Royal 
Mitchell,  William 
Owens,  Joseph 

Bath,  JV.  II. 
Sutherland, David, from  Ira 
Goodale, 

Metliuen. 
Eastman,  J.  W.,  by  friends, 
Farmingto'.i,  Conn. 
Andrus,  Asa 
Camp,  James  K, 
Carrington,  Dr. 
Cowles,  Gad 
Cowles,  Richard 
Cowles,  Martin 
Cowles,  Timothy 
Cowles,  William  F. 
Dickinson,  Samuel 
Friend, 
Hart,  Simeon 
Hooker,  Edward 
Pitkin,  Charles 
Pitkin,  Timothy 
Porter,  Cyrus 
Porter,  Noah 
Richards,  Samuel 
Rockwell,  Charles 
Wadsworth,  Sidney 
Hartford. 
Andrus,  Silas 
Bartholomew,  R. 
Brinsmade,  Horatio  N. 
Brownell,  T.  C. 
Buck,  Dudley 
Chapin,  A. 

Ellsworth,  William  W. 
Ely,  William 
Friend,  $5;  friend,  S'5, 
Gallaudet,  Thomas  11. 
Goodman,  Richard 
Goodwin  <&  Co. 
Hawes,  Joel 
Hopkins,  D.  P. 
Imlay,  William  H. 
Johnson, Nathan 
Linsley,  Joel  H. 
Nichols,  Cyprian 
Peot,  Harvey  P. 
Perkins,  T.C. 
Rogers,  J.  Smith 
Russ,  John 
Sargeant,  Jacob 
Sigourney,  Charles 
Smith,  Norman,  Jr. 
Spring,  Samuel 
Terry,  Eliphalet 


Terry,  Roderic 

2 

Tudor,  S. 

2 

Washburn,  E.  T. 

VVheaton,  N.  S. 

2 

2 

Wells,  James  H. 

2 

Wadswortli,  Daniel 

10 

Whitney,  Charles 

2 

Williams,  Thomas  S. 

5 

Woodbridge,  Ward 

2 

Jiliddletown. 

Barns,  J.,  Jr. 

2 

C.  W.  and  a  friend. 

2 

Crane,  Jolm  R. 

2 

Gushing,  Mrs.  H. 

2 

Friend, 

2 

Friends,  $2 ;  cash,  $1  85, 

3  85 

Hubbard,  Abigail 

2 

Hubbard,  Nehemiah 

3 

Shaler,  Mrs. 

2 

Southniayd,E.  G. 

2 

Southmayd,  Samuel 

2 

Storrs,  Betsey 

2 

Russell,  Samuel 

& 

W.  H. 

2: 

Ward,  Eliza  A. 

2 

Ward,  H.D.  A.  and  a  friend 

r2 

Woodward,  Henry 

2' 

JYew  Haven. 

Atwater  &  Son, 

1 

Atwater,  Mrs.  J. 

1 

Andrews,  A.  H. 

2 

Atwater,  R.,  by  L.  Da^ett 

j2 

Backus,  E.  F. 
Bacon, Leonard 
Baldwin,  Simeon 
Baldwin,  Roger  S. 
Brewster,  James 
Bristol,  William 
Brintnall,  Capt. 
Blanchard,  Amos,  Jr. 
Bradley,  Abraham 
Bradley,  Leonard 
Candee,  L. 
Clark,  Joseph  N. 
Cutter,  William 
Dagget,  David 
Day,  Jeremiah 
Denison,  Henry 
Dow,  V.  M. 
Dwight,  Henry  E. 
Dwight,  Sereno 
Dwight,  Timothy 
Durjie  and  Feck, 
Friend,  $1 .  friend,  $S, 
Friend,  S,  P.  D. 
Fitch,  Eleazer  T. 
Forbes,  I.,  Jr. 
Goodrich,  C.  A. 
Harrison,  Justus 
Herrick,  Claudius 
Hotchkiss,  H.  L. 
Ilotchkiss,  Ezra 
Hotchkiss,  R. 
Hitchcock,  Samuel  J. 
Huggins,  Henry 
Hotchkiss,  W. 
Hull,  Sidney 
Hull,  Elisha 
Ives,  Eli 
Jones,  George 
Jarman,  F.  H. 
Kimberly,  Dennis 
Kingsley,  James  L. 
Kniglit,  Jonathan 
Leffingwell,  William 
Maltby,  A.  H. 
Mitchell,  John 
Morse,  Sidney  E. 
Mnnson,  Eneas 
Nicholson,  J. 
North,  Simeon 


75 


FOURTH    REPORT — 1829. 


309 


Olmsted,  Denison 
Peck,  N. 
Pynchon,  H.  R. 
Pond,  C.  H. 
Robinson,  George 
Salter,  C.  J. 
Silliman,  Benjamin 
Skinner,  A.  N. 
Sherman,  Ro^er 
Skinner,  A.  N. 
Smith,  Theodore 
Townsend,  J.  H. 
Townsend,  W.  K. 
Townsend,  Isaac 
Thompson,  E.  N. 
Twining,  Stephen 
Totten,  G. 
Trowbridge,  Henry 
Ward,  Eliot  H. 
Winthrop,  Francis  B. 
Wiiite,  Dyer 
Whitney,"Henrietta  F. 
Woodward,  T.  G. 

IVethersfield. 
Buck,  B.  D. 
Buck,  Winthrop 
Friend, 
Friend, 

Goodrich,  Jesse 
Goodrich,  Joshua 
Goodrich,  Simeon 
Pillsbury,  Amos 
Pillsbury,  Moses  C. 
Riley,  Justus 
Robbins,  Aslier 
Skaats,  Abraham 
Stillman,  Timothy 
Tenney,  Caleb  J. 
Tontienne,  Raphael 
Wells,  Martin 
Woodward,  Samuel  B. 

Albany,   JV.  Y. 
Beck,  Theodore  Romeyn 
Bleecker,  Harmanus 
Butler,  Benjamin  F. 
Corning,  Erastus 
Dale,  William  A.  Tweed 
De  Witt,  Richard  Varick 
Hopkins,  Samuel  M. 


2 

Norton,  John  C. 

30 

Judson,  Albert 

2 

2 

Smith,  Israel 

5 

Kecse,  J.  D. 

5 

2 

Canandaigua. 

Lake,  W.  W. 

1 

2 

Eddy,  Ansel  D. 

30 

Leavitt,  Joshua 

2 

2 

Oeneva. 

Leavitt,  J.  W. 

10 

1 

*  Axtell,  Henry,  by  a  friend 

,30 

Lockwood,  R. 

2 

2 

Mount  Pleasant. 

Lord,  Eleazer 

2 

2 

Lynds,  Elam 

10 

Lovet,  James 

2 

2 

JVcw  York  City. 

Lynch  Eiias 

2 

2 

Allen  Moses 

10 

Marvin,  A.  S. 

2 

2 

Baker,  Cornelius 

2 

Murray,  Lindlev 

5 

2 

B.  A.  N. 

2 

Nevins,  R.  L. 

2 

2 

Bliss,  James  C. 

3 

Neilson,  John 

5 

2 

Brigham,  J.  C. 
Brown,  J. 

2 

Nesmith,  J. 

2 

2 

10 

Nitchie,  John 

7 

2 

Brown,  Silas 

2 

Patton,  William 

2 

9 

Buck,  Gurdon 

10 

Peck,  H.  M. 

2 

2 

Burtis,  Arthur 

2 

Peters,  Absalom 

2 

2 

Cash,  1,  do.  1,62 

2  62 

Phelps  &  Peek 

10 

2 

Cash,  1,  do.  2,  do,  5 

8 

Pintard,  John 

2 

2 

Cash,  3,  do.  ,57 

3  57 

Phyfc,  W.  H. 

2 

2 

Cock,  Thomas 

2 

Rankin,  John 

2 

2 

Collins,  Joseph  B. 

o 

Rutgers,  Henry 

50 

Cor.ielle,  R.  C. 

5 

Starr,  Charles 

2 

2 

Cotton,  Charles  G. 

2 

Sturtevant,  E.  S. 

2 

2 

Chester,  William  W. 

10 

Schroeder,  J.  F. 

30 

2 

Darling,  Thomas 

o 

Sedgwick,  Robert 

5 

2 

Dickinson,  Austin 

2 

Spring,  Gardiner 

2 

2 

Douglas,  George 

20 

Swan,  Bcnj.  L. 

2 

2 

D%vight,G.  A. 

2 

Tappan,  A.  &;  L. 

50 

2 

Dwight,  W.  R. 

2 

Van  Wagenen,  H. 

2 

2 

Eastman,  Jonathan 

2 

Varick,  Richard 

15 

5 

Edwards,  Alfred 

3 

Wainwright,  E. 

10 

2 

Fanshaw,  Daniel 

2 

Wheelwright,  John 
Wilbur,  Marcus 

10 

2 

Field,  David  D. 

2 

2 

2 

Fisher,  A. 

2 

Schenectady. 

3 

Garrctson,  H.  V. 

2 

Dwight,  Joseph  H. 

3 

2 

Green,  William 

o 

Troy. 

2 

Haven,  John  P. 

2 

Tibbets,  George 

5 

10 

Halsey,  J.  C. 

2 

Princeton,  J\f.  J. 

2 

Hallock,  Gerard 

2 

Bayard,  Samuel 

2 

Havens,  R.  S. 

5 

Carnahan,  Rev.  Dr. 

2 

3 

Halsted,  W.  M. 

5 

Gibson,  John 

2 

4 

Holmes,  Obadiah 

2 

New  Jersey  Legislature  for 

5 

How,  Calvin  W. 

2 

Reports, 

50 

20 

Hutchinson,  N.  J. 

2 

Cash  for  Reports,  from  M. 

10 

Humphreys,  Elijah 

2 

C.  &c. 

6 

5 

Johnson  &  Son 

3 

Philadelphia,  Penn. 

10 

Ives,  A.  W. 

2 

Chauncey,  Natiianiel 

5 

Amount  acknoickdged  in  the  aJjove  list,  ^3,531  38. 


DONATIONS  IN  BOOKS. 


JsTew   York  City. 
James  Kent,  the  three  first  volumes  of  Commentaries  on  American  Law.    $14. 

JVcwburyport,  Mass. 
Charles  Whipple,  Sabbath  School  Books  for  the  houses  of  refuge  in  Boston,  New  York,  and  PhQi 
delphia,  to  constitute  himself,  Mrs.  Mary  Whipple,  Mrs.  Catharine  M.  Dimmick,  and  Mrs.  Jan 
Greenleaf,  life  members  of  the  Society.     $120. 


APPENDIX. 


List  of  Subjects  received  into  the  House  for  the  Employment  and  Reformation  of 
Juvenile  Offenders  in  the  City  of  Boston,  since  the  organization  of  the  Board 
of  Directors,  May  18th,  1827. 


^ge. 

Committed 

Cause  of  Commitment. 

Jlge. 

Committed.     Cause  of  Commitment. 

1827. 

Boy, 

10 

Jan. 

24 

Stubborn  and  disobedient, 

Boy, 

12 

May 

19, 

Stubborn  and  disobedient, 

cc 

13 

Feb. 

llj 

Idle,  neglected  by  parenla. 

(( 

8 

cc 

cc 

Pilfering, 

'C 

12 

11 

do        do                do 

(' 

12 

cc 

21, 

do     ^' 

cc 

8 

11, 

do        do                do 

<( 

11 

" 

28, 

Stubborn  and  disobedient. 

Girl, 

12 

1], 

do        do                do 

<( 

12 

June 

1, 

do                       do 

cc 

7 

11 

do        do                do 

i( 

10 

<< 

18, 

do                       do 

Boy, 

12 

15, 

Disobedient, 

" 

16 

cc 

27 

Drunkard  and  pilfersr. 

13 

16, 

Pilferer  and  vagabond, 

(( 

13 

" 

cc 

do                       do 

" 

11 

16, 

do                   do 

(C 

12 

cc 

cc 

do                       do 

cc 

12 

16, 

do                   do 

(< 

9 

cc 

<' 

do                       do 

cc 

15 

16, 

do                   do 

" 

8 

July 

11> 

Vagabond, 

cc 

14 

25, 

Vagabond, 

<' 

14 

" 

13, 

do 

cc 

14 

24, 

do 

" 

8 

" 

cc 

do 

" 

13  March   1, 

Pilferer  and  vagabond, 

<c 

10 

cc 

18, 

Stubborn  and  disobedient, 

cc 

11 

cc 

5 

Larceny, 

<: 

11 

cc 

cc 

Vagabond, 

cc 

14 

cc 

5 

Vagabond, 

" 

16 

cc 

26, 

Stubborn  and  disobedient, 

" 

11 

" 

5, 

do 

« 

8 

'« 

Vagabond  and  beggar, 

cc 

15 

cc 

6, 

Disobedient, 

Girl, 

13 

cc 

27, 

Wanton  and  lascivious, 

" 

10 

cc 

8, 

Stubborn  and  disobedient, 

Boy 

9 

cc 

30 

Vagabond, 

Pilferer  and  vagabond, 

Girl, 

13 

" 

14, 

do                   do 

<« 

15 

Aug. 

9, 

Boy, 

2a 

cc 

13, 

Larceny, 

L   " 

9 

" 

10, 

Disobedient, 

13 

Apri 

10, 

Pilferer, 

11 

9 

cc 

10, 

do 

cc 

12 

" 

10 

do 

*■    n 

15 

(( 

13, 

Larceny, 

cc 

12 

!C 

10 

do 

Girl, 

15 

cc 

16, 

Neglect  from  drunkenness. 

" 

12 

" 

10, 

do 

Boy, 

11 

cc 

17, 

Pilferer, 

c. 

10 

cc 

12, 

Stubborn  and  disobedient. 

9 

cc 

17, 

do 

cc 

8 

cc 

12, 

Vagabond, 

u 

9 

cc 

18 

Vagabond, 

cc 

13 

cc 

22, 

Pilferer, 

(( 

7 

cc 

18, 

«' 

15 

May 

7, 

Stubborn  and  disobedient 

Girl, 

13 

C( 

23, 

Vagabond  and  disobedient, 
Pilferer, 

cc 

9 

" 

7 

do                        do 

Boy, 

8 

Sept. 

8 

Girl, 

18 

cc 

7 

Stubborn  and  disobedient, 

12 

10, 

Vagabond, 
Disobedient, 

Bov, 

cc 

20 

Vagabond, 

C( 

14 

cc 

llj 

Girl, 

16 

" 

20, 

Stubborn  and  disobedient, 

C( 

10 

cc 

12, 

do 

Boy, 

IG 

" 

22, 

do                       do 

Girl, 

15 

cc 

13, 

Vagabond, 

c; 

13 

cc 

23, 

do                       do 

llov. 

11 

cc 

15; 

do 

" 

12 

June 

3, 

Vagabond, 

Girl, 

12 

cc 

26, 

Neglect  from  drunkenness, 

" 

14 

" 

10, 

Pilferer, 

9 

cc 

26 

do                       do 

cc 

14 

" 

10, 

do 

Boy, 

14 

Oct. 

e\ 

Pilferer, 

cc 

11 

cc 

10, 

do 

13 

cc 

6, 

do 

cc 

13 

'C 

16, 

Disobedient, 

^l 

13 

cc 

9, 

Vagabond, 

cc 

11 

cc 

26, 

Stubborn  and  disobedient, 

C( 

10 

cc 

9, 

Disobedient, 

Girl, 

16 

July 

1, 

Pilferer, 

cc 

6 

cc 

31, 

Vagabond, 

15 

cc' 

7 

Stubborn  and  disobedient, 

it 

13 

Nov 

3, 

Disobedient, 

" 

14 

" 

9 

Idle,  neglected  by  parents. 

C( 

10 

cc 

3> 

Vagabond, 

cc 

10 

" 

9, 

do        do               do 

cc 

13 

cc 

5 

Disobedient, 

Bov, 

10 

cc 

16, 

Vagabond, 

cc 

13 

cc 

8, 

Theft, 

cc 

11 

cc 

25, 

do 

<c 

11 

cc 

19, 

Disobedient  and  vagrant, 

cc 

10 

cc 

26, 

Pilferer, 

(C 

13 

cc 

19, 

do                         do 

Girl, 

14 

Aug. 

1, 

Stubborn  and  disobedient, 

(C 

12 

cc 

19, 

Leading  dissolute  life. 

Boy, 

14 

Sept. 

2, 

do                      do 

CC 

7 

Dec. 

29, 

Vagabond, 

Girl, 

15 

cc 

2, 

do                       do 

cc 

12 

cc 

29, 

do 

Boy, 

13 

cc 

5, 

do                      do 

Girl, 

7 

cc 

29, 

do 

Girl, 

16 

cc 

12, 

Living  idle  life. 
Vagabond, 

1828.' 

Boy 

12 

'• 

18, 

B.y, 

14 

Jan. 

4, 

Pilferer, 

cc' 

10 

'< 

18, 

do 

13 

4^ 

do 

cc 

11 

cc 

24, 

Stubborn, 

CC 

14 

cc 

4, 

do 

cc 

12 

cc 

24, 

do 

cc 

13 

cc 

4, 

Larceny, 

Girl, 

12 

cc 

27, 

Pilferer, 

cc 

13 

cc 

9, 

Stubborn  and  disobedient, 

Boy, 

12 

Oct. 

4, 

do 

cc 

14 

cc 

15 

Stealing, 

cc 

11 

" 

14, 

Stubborn  and  disobedient, 

cc 

13 

cc 

15 

do 

cc 

12 

cc 

14, 

do                     do 

cc 

7 

cc 

15 

Stubborn  and  disobedient. 

cc 

11 

cc 

21, 

Stubborn  servant, 

Girl, 

16 

" 

^ 

Living  an  idle,  dissolute  life. 

" 

9 

" 

23, 

Pilferer, 
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Age.   Committed.     Cause  of  Comviitment. 


12 

Oct. 

30, 

Disobeilient, 

10 

" 

30, 

Disobodicnt, 

9 

cc 

31, 

Stubborn  and  disobedient 

17 

Nov 

R, 

Stealinsr, 

14 

15, 

Stubborn  and  disobedient, 

11 

ti 

15, 

Iiilf  and  dissolute  life, 

12 

" 

20, 

Pilferer, 

13 

" 

2d, 

do 

18 

Dec. 

10, 

Stealing, 

14 

« 

16, 

Disobedient, 

7 

"       17, 

do 

do 

9 

"       17, 

do 

do 

9 

Sept.  10, 

do 

do 

13 

Dec. 
1829. 

do 

do 

12 

Jan.   \6, 

Larceny, 

13 

"      16, 

do 

9 

"      21, 

Stubborn  and  disobedient. 

9 

"      26, 

Pilferer. 

.Age.  Committed.     Cause  of  Commitment. 
Boy,     12    Doc.    IG,    Etubboin  and  disobedient, 


Bov, 


Total  14.3— Girls  21,  Boys  122,  Avora."-c  ag-c,  11  years  10  months. 
133  committed  by  the  Police  Court,  and  (>  by  the  Simiicipal  Court. 
The  wiiole  number  of  children  admitted  to  the  House,  since  its  establishment,   August^ 

I82G,  is ly6 

Of  whom  66  have  been  bound  out,  19  discharged,  and  12  deserted, 117 

Leaving  in  the  House,  this  16lh  Febniary, 99 

Bill  of  Fare /or  one  Week  at  the  Juvenile  House—  Winter  season. 
Breakfast,  through  the  week,  lea  and  bread,  as  much  as  is  wanted }  the  bread  is  wheat, 
with  one  quarter  Indian  meal. 
Supper  tlie  saine,  except  on  Sundays,  when  lliey  hc.ve  gingerbread,  or  some  otlser  cake. 
The  Dinners  are  as  follows  : — 

1  Dinner  of  baked  beef,  with  bread  and  potatoes, 
"  boiled  ••'  " 

"  stewed  "  " 

"  soup  '•'  '' 

'•  baked  pork  and  beans  " 

"  Indian,  rice,  or  bread  pudding, 

"  minced  fish  or  meat. 


The  dr 


with  dinner  is  water. 


Indented, 2 

Discharged,      .... 

Escaped, 

Deceased, 1 


Juvenile  Institution.  South  Boston,  Januanj  14, 1829. 

EMPL0Y3IEN'T   DURING   THE    WEEK. 

Boys.  Qirls.  Total, 
Boys  at  Hat  Making,    .    .    16 
"     "  Basket  Making     .     15 
"'     '■  Hair  Work,   ' .     .    27 
"'     '•'  Tailoring,    .     .     . 
"     "  Pohce,    ....     15 

Monitor, 3 

On  Oakum, 10 

Qi      11       105     at  the  Office,   ...      1 

■  and at  home,    .       1  1 

Girls  at  house  work,      .     .  1 

"     •'•  Sewing  and  knitting,  8 

j  in  Solitude, 3  1 

In  the  Hospital,     .     . 
In  the  Cells 


To  trie  Directors. 

THE    superintendent's   REPORT. 

BoT/s.  Oirls.  Total 
Whole  number  of  inmates, 

last  Report,        ....     94      11       105 
Received  during  tlie  week, 


[nmates  now  in  the  House,      91       1 1 


91 
Manufactured  in  the  House  last  iceek,  on  account  of  the  Institution. 

13  Hats,  at  25  cents,        

•12  days  work  at  Basket  making,  at  10  cents,       


11       102 


3  25 

4  20 


200  lbs.  Hair  picked,  at  2  cents, 4  00 


_  1  pair  Socks— 1  Shirt— 2  Gowi 
Suspeudei's. 


^11  45 
-1   pair  I\Iittcns — 3  Caps — 21   Handkerchiefs — 1  pair 


Extracts  from  the  Second  Report  of  the  Directors  of  the  Connecticut  State 

Prison. 
To  the  Hon.  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Connecticut,  to  be  holden  at  Hartford,  in  May,  1829. 
The  directors  of  the  Connecticut  state  prison,  in  compliance  with  the  provisions  of  the  act 
for  the  establishment  of  said  prison,  respectfully  report,  that  the  institution,  during  the  past 
_\ear,  has  been  conducted  in  accordance  with  the  principles  of  the  system  originally  adopted 
for  its  management. 
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This  system  requires  generally  tliat  the  convict  shall  pass  the  whole  period  of  his  confine- 
ment, both  day  and  uig-ht,  under  the  power  of  constant  inspection,  and  that  all  communication 
between  the  con^ncts  shall  be  effectually  precluded.  In  the  language  of  our  former  Report, 
''  we  believe  that  these  points  have,  to  every  purpose  of  practical  utility,  been  fully  attained ; 
and  the  public  may  rest  assured  that  while  the  present  vigilance  is  obsened,  it  "is  scarcely 
possible  that  a  convict  should  leave  the  prison  debased  by  intercourse  with  other  and  more 
accomplished  felons.  During  the  year  which  has  just  closed,  the  prisoners  have  evinced, 
generally,  an  entire  and  ready  obedience  to  the  prison  government,  and  no  instance  has 
occurred  requiring  severe  treatment.  Corporeal  punishment  has  not  been  inflicted  in  any 
case.  The  power  to  inflict  this  punishment  is  in  our  Judgment  properly  conferred  upon  the 
warden.  A  short  confinement  to  the  cell  on  light  diet,  witli  tlie  knowledge  that  for  every 
day  passed  mider  this  punishment  the  law  will  add  one  day  to  the  sentence,  has  been  sufti- 
cient  hitherto  to  make  Uie  most  stubborn  jaeld ;  and  no  man  has  for  many  days  doubted  that 
ample  meems  were  at  the  disposal  of  the  warden,  and  that  they  would  be  freely  used  to  com- 
pel submission.  It  ought,  however,  to  be  stated  that  the  instances  of  punishment  have  been 
extremely  rare,  and  mitil  we  had  been  eye  witnesses  of  the  fact,  we  had  supposed  it  impossible 
to  govern  so  perfectly  this  large  body  of  men,  without  a  more  frequent  resort  to  severe 
measures.  We  should  do  injustice  to  the  oflacers,  and  the  prisoners,  as  well  as  to  our  own 
feelings,  were  we  to  omit  to  bear  this  our  most  public  testimony,  to  the  order,  the  quiet  and 
the  regularity  which  have  prevailed  in  the  institution  for  the  last  year. 

Religious  instruction  has  been  furnished  to  the  men,  and  divine  service  has  been  performed 
in  their  presence  morning  and  evening,  and  on  the  Sabbath — and  we  repeat  the  declaration, 
"  that  the  warden  has  been  unwearied  in  his  exertions  to  instruct  and  reclaim  these  men, 
and  to  restore  them  to  society,  at  the  expiration  of  their  sentences,  as  sound  and  safe  men." 
A  Sunday  school  has  been  established  in  the  prison  under  interesting  circumstances,  which 
promises  to  be  an  useful  addition  to  the  other  means  which  have  been  employed  for  the  refor- 
mation of  the  convicts. 

As  it  respects  the  health  of  the  prisoners,  it  has  been  generally  good.  There  have  been, 
however,  a  few  cases  of  severe  sickness,  particularly  among  the  female  convicts ;  but  no 
death  has  occurred. 

The  accompanying  statement  of  the  attending  physician,  Dr.  S.  B.  Woodward,  will  exhibit, 
in  detail,  the  proper  information  on  this  subject. 

The  accompanying  statement  of  the  warden  will  exhibit  the  pecuniary  concerns  of  the 
institution  for  the  year  ending  on  the  first  of  April,  inst.,  and  also  the  profit  and  loss  of  the 
several  departments.  By  this  statement  it  appears  that  the  prison,  after  defraying  every 
expense  for  its  management  and  support,  has  earned  to  the  State  $3^229  41,  which  sum  may 
be  considered  as  profits.  An  exact  inventory  and  appraisal  has  been  made  of  every  article 
belonging  to  the  institution.  In  making  the  estimates  of  stock  on  hand,  the  rule  has" been  to 
enter  the  raw  materials  at  cost,  and  the  manufactiued  articles  at  something  less  than  selling 
prices. 

The  w4iole  number  of  prisoners  on  the  31st  day  of  March  last,  was  134.  That  the  number 
of  commitments,  for  the  year  ending  on  that  day,  was  63 — that  25  were  discharged  on  expira- 
tion of  sentence,  and  3  by  order  of  the  Legislature. 

It  is  therefore  apparent  that  there  has  been  an  increase  of  prisoners ;  and  some  solicitude 
has  been  felt  and  expressed  lest  this  increase  was  to  be  attributed  to  the  mild  treatment  re- 
ceived by  prisoners  at  this  institution. 

It  therefore  becomes  an  interesting  inquiry,  whether,  on  the  whole,  there  has  been  an 
increase  of  crime  ;  and  if  there  ha,s  been,  whether  it  ought  to  be  attributed  to  this  cause  : — for 
if  it  shall  be  ascertained  that  this  alleged  cause  shall  have  produced  this  resuh,  an  entire 
change  of  measures  would  be  necessary  on  the  part  of  those  who  have  been  intmsted  with 
the  management  of  the  prison.  There  is  certainly  no  difficulty  in  canying  the  severity  of 
tlie  imprisonment  to  an  extent  cis  great  as.  and  we  believe  much  greater,  than  public  opinion 
would  tolerate. 

VVe  have  therefore  endeavored  to  obtain  information  on  this  subject  from  cvcrv  source 
within  our  reach ;  and  the  inquiry  has  satisfied  us,  as  we  trust  it  will  othei-s,  that  the  treat- 
ment of  the  prisoners,  whatever  that  treatment  may  be,  has  had  no  effect  in  enlarging  the 
number,  nor  have  we  seen  any  evidence  of  an  increase  of  crime. 

In  the  first  place,  the  number  of  prisoners  is  but  nine  greater  than  were  sometimes  found 
at  the  former  prison — and  the  commitments  of  the  last  year  exceed  but  by  twelve  the  average 
numl^er  of  commitments  during  the  years  1822,  '23,  and  '24.  The  number  of  prisciicrs  will 
frequently  fluctuate  without  the  ope'ration  of  any  known  cause.  During  die  year  1827  it 
happened  that  a  very  large  number  were  discharged,  on  the  expiration  of  their  sentences — 
durin<r  the  past  yoar  comparatively  verv  few  sentences  have  expired  From  tlie  prison 
record  it  appears  that  the  tormer  prison  lost  annually  a  number  of  men,  either  by  escape  or 
death  :  during  thn  past  year  v.e  have  lost  none  by  death  ;  and  there  has  been  no  escape  since 
the  establishment  of  the  institution. 

From  a  comparison  of  the  f(>rmer  with  late  sentences,  as  to  duration,  it  would  seem  that 
the  courts  are  increasing  llio  length  of  sentence — although  in  some  instances  persor.s  have 
been  sent  for  very  short  periods.  These  causes  -will,  we  think,  account  for  the  increase  in 
the  number  of  prisoners  ;  but  there  is  still  another,  to  which  we  may,  perhaps,  with  propriety 
allude.  We  have  conversed  with  many  gentlemen  residing  in  different  parts  of  the  fetate  j 
some  of  whom  have  been  much  engaged  in  the  prosecution  or  defence  of  criminals,  and  they 
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have  very  generally  expressed  the  opinion,  that  since  the  new  institution  had  been  ora^anizcd, 
and  a  strict,  but  reformatory  discipline  established,  there  was  obviously  much  less  reluctance 
to  prosecute  or  convict  ofienders  than  formerly ;  and  that  although  the  number  of  arraign- 
ments and  trials  was  not  greater  than  heretofore,  yet  that  perhaps  the  convictions,  compared 
with  the  number  of  trials,  had  increased.  How  far  this  opinion  is  warranted  by  facts,  the 
observation  of  every  one  will  enable  him  in  some  measure  to  decide. 

If  this  opinion  is  well  founded,  it  is  then  probable  that  in  this  respect  (if  improper  convic- 
tions have  not  taken  place)  the  new  system  has  had  a  benign  operation ; — lor  all  will  allow 
that  to  be  the  most  perfect  administration  of  criminal  law,  which,  williout  increasing  crime, 
shall  visit  with  appropriate  punishment  the  OTcatest  number  of  criminal  acts.  It  is  also  to  be 
recollected,  that  during  the  last  session,  the  law  was  so  altered  as  to  subject  persons  guilty  of 
theft  over  a  certain  amount,  to  imprisonment  in  the  state  prison  ;  under  this  law,  coavictiona 
have  taken  place. 

We  have  above  remarked,  that  the  sentences  were  generally  for  longer  terms  than  for- 
merly, although  there  were  instances  of  short  sentences.  An  inspection  oi'  the  prison  record 
will  convince'  every  person,  that  very  great  inequality  exists  as  it  respects  the  duration  of 
sentences,  even  for  the  same  class  of  offences,  or  for  offences  of  a  kindred  character. 

There  are  thirteen  distinct  tribunals  having  no  necessary  connexion  with  each  other,  to 
whom  is  confided  the  administration  of  our  criminal  laws,  and  who  have  the  power  of  sen- 
tencing to  the  slate  prison.  Our  statute,  except  in  few  instances,  does  not  furnish  any  certain 
rule  as  to  the  duration  of  sentences,  or  by  which  punishment  can  be  apportioned  to  crime  :  it 
generally  fixes  the  longest  term,  and  leaves  the  other  limit  to  the  discretion  of  the  court. 

The  most  surprising  diversity  in  punishments  has  been  the  result  of  this  extensive  discretion. 
There  are  now  in  this  prison  several  persons,  who  are  under  sentence  for  life  for  an  attempt 
at  rape — while  there  are  others,  convicted  of  the  same  offence,  who  have  been  sentenced  for 
three  years,  four  years,  and  five  years. 

For  the  crime  of  burglary  there  are  many  under  sentence  for  three  years ;  others  have  been 
sentenced  for  that  crime  for  four  months ;  while  there  are  still  others,  who,  for  an  attempt  to 
commit  burglary,  which  is  not  an  offence  under  our  statute,  have  been  sentenced  for  one 
year,  and  a  fine  of  five  htmdred  dollars  imposed,  which  is  tantamount,  in  most  cases,  to  a  sen- 
tence for  life. 

Perhaps,  however,  there  are  no  instances  in  which  so  striking  an  inequality  is  presented,  as 
in  the  respective  punishments  for  manslaughter,  and  an  assault  with  intent  to  kill.  By 
our  statute  the  first  is  punished  by  an  imprisonment  for  three  years,  and  the  second,  by  im- 
prisonment for  life,  or  a  shorter  period,  at  the  discretion  of  the  court.  It  is  believed,  that  in 
many  instances  of  a  conviction  of  an  assault  with  intent  to  kill,  the  proof  has  shown  that 
there  existed  such  an  excitement  of  the  passions,  such  sudden  heat,  or  such  an  affray,  as 
would  have  induced  a  jury  in  case  death  Had  ensued  the  assault,  to  have  found  the  prisoner 
guilty  of  manslaughter  and  not  of  murder.  If  this  opinion  is  correct,  then  this  singular  case  is 
presented  : — A  man,  in  a  quarrel,  or  under  some  sudden  excitement,  assaults  and  kills  another, 
is  found  guilty  of  manslaughter,  and  imprisoned  three  year;> — another  person,  under  the  influ- 
ence of  a  similar  excitement,  makes  a  similar  assault,  and  wounds  his  antagonist,  but  does  not 
kill  him,  and  he  is  imprisoned  for  life.  All  will  agree  that  equal  and  simuar  offences  should 
be  visited  by  equal  and  similar  punishments;  and  this  can  probably  be  accomplished  in  no 
other  manner  than  by  fixing  both  limits  to  the  term  of  imprisonment — we  mean  in  ordinary 
cases.  So  far  as  our  observation  has  enabled  us  to  decide,  there  are  objections  to  either 
very  long  or  very  short  sentences ;  and  we  believe  that  those  persons  whose  terms  are  of 
moderate  length,  are  more  useful  to  the  State  during  their  imprisonment,  and  leave  the  insti- 
tution with  better  hopes  than  any  other  cleiss.  What  then  is  the  shortest  period  for  which  a 
person  should  be  sentenced  to  the  state  prison  1  It  seems  reasonable  that  the  time  should  be 
sufficiently  long  to  break  up  habits  of  idleness,  intemperance  and  profligacy,  and  to  form 
habits  of  industry,  order  and  sobriet}- — to  eradicate  base  principles,  and  to  uislil  good  ones; 
and  at  all  events,  long  enough  to  learn  tlie  prisoner  a  good  trade. 

As  it  respects  the  oiher  or  longest  term  to  which  imprisonment  may  be  extended,  we  mean 
for  a  first  offence,  we  shall  subjoin  but  a  single  remark.  It  is  obviously  the  policy  and  inten- 
tion of  our  law,  that  punishments  shall  be  reformatory. 

How  often  does  it  nappen  that  for  a  first  offence,  or  for  a  series  of  first  offences,  (for  all  are 
considered  as  such  until  one  period  of  punishment  has  been  passed)  that  a  young  man  is  sen- 
tenced for  life,  or  for  such  a  period  that  he  is  made  to  spend  in  prison  the  best  ami  brightest 
of  his  days;  and  is  then  discharged  upon  the  community  a  decrepit,  broken  down,  and  dis- 
pirited old  man  I  What  becomes  of  that  benign  principle  of  our  system,  wliich  directs  that 
this  young  man  shall  be  dealt  gently  with  for  a  first  offence  ? 

We  mean  not  to  iirtimate  that  this  extensive  discretion  has  in  any  instance  been  improperly- 
exercised.  The  evil,  we  apprehend,  consists  in  allowing  to  this  discretion  so  extensive  a 
ran^e,  fi-om  the  shortest  assignable  period,  through  the  whole  life  of  man.  ' 

We  hope  we  shall  not  be  deemed  intrusive  in  thus  alluding  to  these  subjects — when  it  is 
recollected  that  the  statute  under  which  we  act,  has  made  it  our  duty  to  ofler  in  our  annual 
Report  such  suggestions  respecting  the  criminal  laws,  or  the  laws  rerating  to  this  prison,  as 
have  occurred  to  us  as  proper ;  and  that  our  situation  has  necessarily  brought  some  facts  un- 
der our  notice,  to  which  others  have  not  had  the  same  access. 

As  if  respects  the  confinement  of  females  in  this  institution,  we  stated  our  views  fully  to  the 
Legislature,  in  our  last  Report.     We  still  entertain  the  opinion  wliicb  was  tlien  expressed, 
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and  the  experience  of  another  year  has  confirmed  us  in  the  belief,  that  it  is  improper  to  con- 
fine temales  in  the  same  prison  with  males — unless  the  Legislature  intend  to  orgajiize  a  sepa- 
rate department,  to  be  placed  under  the  superintendence  of  a  matron. 

From  the  proximity  of  the  prison  location  to  the  city  of  Hartford,  a  committee  of  the  Legis- 
lature will  be  able,  without  much  inconvenience,  to  examine  personally  into  the  affairs  and 
condition  of  the  prison,  and  it  is  desirable  that  a  strict  and  careful  scrutiny  should  be  had  of 
the  accounts — of  tlie  estimates  of  stock,  and  the  various  kinds  of  property  on  hand,  and  of  the 
balances  due  to  the  institution.  The  accounts  are  so  kept,  that  we  apprehend  there  will  be 
no  dimcuity  in  ascertaining  at  once  the  financial  concerns  of  the  various  departments,  and  it 
is  believed  that  a  thorougli  and  vigilant  public  inspection  will  always  constitute  one  of  the 
most  eft'cctual  checks  against  abuse  and  mal-practice. 

Up  to  the  present  time,  llie  undersig-ned  have  felt  that  almost  every  measure  connected 
with'  the  removal,  construction,  and  management  of  the  prison,  has  been  matter  of 
experiment. 

They  ibund  a  system  in  operation  at  the  old  prison  which  had,  for  ten  years  previous  to  its 
abandonment,  occasioned  to  the  Slate  an  expense  of  ^84,^34  05,  over  and  above  its  earnings, 
which  sum  had  been  drawn  from  the  treasury ;  being  an  average  deficit  of  more  than  ^8,-WO 
per  annum.  They  found  the  moral  results  of  the  system  to  be  even  more  unfortunate  than  its 
pecmiiary,  and  that  all  its  tendencies  were,  as  they  believed,  to  corrupt  and  debase  the  con- 
vict, rather  than  reclaim  him. 

The  results  of  the  experiment  are  now  before  the  public.  We  can  say  truly,  they  have 
exceeded  our  highest  anticipations,  both  as  it  respects  their  moral  and  pecuniary  character ; 
and  we  are  not  aware  of  the  existence  of  any  cause  which  shall  produce  results  less  gratify- 
ing in  future. 

'All  which  is  respectfulh'  submitted. 

JOHN  RUSS,   ■} 

M.  WELLES,    ^  Directors. 

J.  S.  PETERS, ) 

April  22,  1829. 


7^0  the  Horwrable  General  .Assembly  of  the  State  of  Connecticut,  at  their  May  Session,  1829.    ' 
The  undersigned,  warden  of  the  state  prison,  would  beg  leave  to  submit  the  foUowng 

and  disbursements,  and  the  general  concerns 
inclusive. 


statement  of  receipts  and  profits,  expenditures  anc 
of  the  prison,  for  the  year  ending  fliarch  31,  1829, 


Smith  Shop. 

Stock  and  tools  on  hand,  March 
31,18Q3,$637  9G-,  stock  since  pur- 
chased, pay  and  board  of  overseer, 
repairs,  &c.,  $821  92  ;  $1459  88 

Received  and  charged  for  arti- 
cles sold  during  the  past  year, 
$1399  14 ;  stock  and  tools  on  hand, 
March  3i ,  1829,  $5.35  13  ;  1934  27 

Exceeding  the  disbursements  on 
?.ccouat  of  Smith  Shop, 


474  39 


Cooper^s  Shop. 

Stock  and  tools  on  liand,  aiarch 
31,  1828,  $2100  82;  stock  since 
purchase;!,  pay  and  board  of  over- 
seer, repairs,  &c.  $1989  18;  4090  00 

Received  and  charged  for  arti- 
cles sold  during  the  past  year, 
^^9dl  57  ;  stock  and  tools  on  hand, 
Marcli  31,  1^9,  $2357  31 ;  5343  88 

Exceeding  the  disbursements  on 
account  of  Cooper's  Shop,  1258 

Shoe  Shop. 

Stock  and  tools  on  hand,  March 
31, 1828,  $207  97  ;  stock  since  pur- 
chased, pay  and  board  of  overseer, 
repairs,  &c.,  $411  G2 ;  619  59 

Received  and  charged  for  work 
done  the  past  year,  principally  on 
contract,  $40-23  53 ;  stock  and  tools 
on  hand,  March  31, 1829,  $136  68;  4160  21 

Exceeding  the  disbursements  on 
account  of  Shoe  Shop,  3540  i 

JVail  Shop. 
Stock  and  tools  on  hand,  March 
31, 1828,  $82  00  ;  stock  since  pur- 
chased, pay  and   board  of  over- 
seer, repairs,  &c.,  $3754  35  ;  3636  35 


Received  and  charged  for  nails 
sold  during  the  past  year, 
.«5264  25  ;  stock  and  tools  on 
hand,  March  31,  1829,  $343  74 ;   5607 

Exceeding  the  disbursements  on 
account  of  Nail  Sliop, 


1771  64 


Carpenter's  Shop. 

Stock  and  tools  on  hand,  March 
31,  1828,  $1154  71;  stock  since 
purciiased,  pay  and  board  of  over- 
seer, repairs,  &c.,  $1416  85  ;  2571  56 

Received  and  charged  for  arti- 
cles sold  during  the  past  year, 
$2714  98  ;  stock  and  tools  on  hand, 
March  31,  1829,  $1220  30  ;  3935  28 

Exceeding  the  disbursements  on 
account  of  Carpenter's  Shop,  1363  72 


Tailor's  Shop. 

Received  and  charged  for  arti- 
cles made,  $9  84;  tools,  (fcc.  on 
hand,  March  31, 1829,  $6  00  ; 

Received  for  interest,  $16  52; 
received  for  labor  of  lumpers, 
$49  35  ;  received  of  persons  visit- 
ing the  prison  during  the  past 
year,  $614  58 ; 


Total  amount  of  receipts, 

EXPENDITURES. 

Provisions. 

Provisions  on  hand,  March  31, 
1828,  $425  72 ;  purchased  since, 
$2148  69 ; 

Sold  hides,  tallow,  neats  tongues, 
&c.  $329  40  ;  provisions  on  hand, 
March  31,  1829,  $381  98  ; 

Leaving  for  the  amount  con- 
sumed. 


15  84 


680  45 
$9105  54 


2574  41 


711  38 


1863  03 
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Clothing  and  bedding. 
.    Clotliing  and  bedding  on  liand, 
March  31,  1828,    $ti7'S  00  ;    pur- 
chased since,  §901  52  ;  1574  52 

On  hand,  March  31, 1829,  1079  32 

Leaving  for  tlio  amount  consumed,  $495  20 

Ezpenses. 

Furniture  and  fuel  on  hand, 
March  31,  1823,  $366  56  ;  since 
paid  warden's  and  deputy  war- 
don's  salaries,  watchmen's  wages 
and  subsistence,  fuel  and  inciden- 
tal expenses,  $3689  92;  4056  48 

Received  and  charged  for  arti- 
cles sold,  §48  25;  furniture  and 
fuel  on  hand,  March  31,  1829, 
§629  45 ;  677  70 

Amount  consumed  or  expended,  33T8  78 

Hospital. 

Medicine,  &c.  on  hand,  March 
31, 1828,  $31  90  ;  purchased  since, 
g9  88  ;  attending  physician's  bill, 
S121  50  ;  163  28 

Medicine,  &;c.  on  hand,  March 
31,  1329,  24  16 

Amount  expended,  139  12 


Total  amount  of  expenditures,  $5876  13 

Balance  gained,  $32^:9  41 


RECAPITULATION. 

Income. 

From  Smith  Shop,      ....  $474  39 

Cooper's  Shop,      .     .     .  1253  88 

Shoe  Shop, 3540  62 

Nail  Shop, 1771  f>4 

Carpenter's  Shop,      .     .  1363  72 

Tailor's  Shop,  ....  15  84 

Interest, 16  52 

Labor  of  Lumpers,    .     .  49  35 

Visitors,       ...          .  G14  58 

Total  amount  of  income,  .     .     .      9105  54 


Expenditures. 

For  provisions, 1803  03 

Clothing  and  bedding,       .  495  20 

Wages,  subsistence,  fuel,  /  o-)-o  -o 

furniture,  Sec.                 \  *^'^  '^ 

Hosi)ital, 139  12 

Total  amount  of  expenditure,  .     .     .    5876  13 

Gain  to  the  institution, 32.29  41 

MOSES  C.  PILLSBURY,  M-ardcn. 

State  Prison,  TFelkersJield,  jSpril  8,  1829. 


The  Physician  of  the  Connecticut  State  Pi-ison  rqiorts, 

That  uncommon  health  has  prevailed  in  the  institution  during  the  past  year.  Not  a  death 
has  occurred  within  that  period  ;  aiid  only  one  since  the  prison  was  first  tenanted  in  June, 
1827. 

This  degree  of  healthfulness  and  exemption  from  fatality  is,  it  is  presumed,  imcxamp'ed  in 
tlie  i)istory  of  prisons. 

In  Europe,  one  death  in  00  or  35  is  considered  common  healthiness. 

Auburn  prison,  with  570  convicts,  has  lost  but  nine  the  past  year. 

The  Connecticut  prison,  with  an  averag-c  of  120  convicts,  has  had  but  one  dcalh  in  nearly 
two  years,  atid  not  one  for  sixteen  months.  These  facts  speak  Avell  ibr  these  institutions.  INo 
other  prisons  have  ever  been  so  health}'.  Tin's  may  be  ascribed  to  the  three  following  causes, 
princij)ally,  viz. 

1st.  Regular  and  uniform  diet,  and  strict  temperance  of  the  prisoners. 

2d.  Thorough  ventilation,  and  uniform  temperature  of  the  shops  and  night  rooms. 

3d.  Constant  and  regxilar  employment  during  the  da\'. 

Diet.  In  the  Connecticut  prison,  the  food  and  drink  of  the  convicts  are  the  same  as  last 
year;  and,  with  little  variation,  the  same  throughout  the  year.  The  diet  established  by  the 
clirectors,  on  opening  the  institution,  is  found  not  only  to  be  v*holesome  and  sufficiently  nutri- 
tious, but  generally  very  satisfactory  to  the  prisoners.  In  health,  no  prisoner  is  allowed  any 
other  drink  than  water.  Coffee,  tea,  milk,  and  other  proper  food  and  drink,  are  furnished  to 
the  sick  and  indisposed.  The  opinion  which  has  so  long  and  so  extensively  prevailed,  that 
spirituous  liquors  could  not  be  suddenly  abandoned  with  safety,  has,  in  the  experience  of  this 
institution,  been  completely  refuted. 

Of  the  lOG  convicts  committed  to  this  prison  since  its  establishment,  90  have  acknowled<^ed 
themselves  to  have  been  intemperate,  or  are  known  to  have  been  so.  Some  of  these  wvre 
veteran  drinkers ;  and  one,  in  addition  to  spirits,  had  for  17  years  used  large  quantities  of 
opium.  These  prisoners  were  deprived  of  spirits  at  once  without  a  substitute.  'I'hosc  indi- 
viduals in  whom  the  habit  was  long  confirmed,  suffered  a  temporary  loss  of  appetite  and  almost 
overwhelming  anguish  for  the  want  of  their  accustomed  stimulus,  which  seemed,  for  the  time, 
to  supersede  every  other  evil  connected  with  their  confinement.  But  b^'  attentive  watching, 
the  use  of  coffee  and  nutritious  and  wholesome  diet,  the  appetite  was  soon  improved,  and  alter 
awhile  gready  increased — the  craving  for  spirits  gradually  subsides  ;  and  after  some  time  had 
elapsed,  they  acknowledged  an  improvement  in  their  feelings,  increase  of  bodily  strength  and 
vigor  of  mind.  These  facts  arc  important ;  and  it  is  hoped  will  have  an  influence  in  correct- 
ing a  very  general  mistake  that  is  prevailing,  that  the  peculiar  diseases  of  drunkards  are 
liable  to  come  on  suddenly,  if  spirits  be  suddenly  abandoned.  With  this  erroneous  impression 
inany  have  resorted  to  substitutes  and  preventives,  which  only  changed  the  stimulus  without 
removing  the  habit. 

Ventilation.  In  addition  to  the  former  expedients  for  ventilation,  a  furnace  has  been 
constructed  for  the  double  obejct  of  regulating  the  temperature  of  the  prison,  and  still  more 
important  purpose  of  forcing  a  constant  supply  of  pure  air  into  the  great  hall. 

Ejiployment.    The  subject  of  employment  was  adverted  to  ui  the  Report  of  last  year, 
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and  also  in  the  report  of  the  directors.  Another  year's  experience  has  confirmed  all  our 
former  opinions  on  the  subject,  and  satisfied  us  of  the  importance  of  labor  botli  to  health  and 
discipline.  SAMUEL  B.  WOODWARD, 

April,  1,  1829.  Physician. 


Extracts  from  the  Fourth  Report  of  the  Managers  of  the  House  of  Refuge  in 

Js'ew  York. 
Previously  to  the  establishment  of  the  house  of  refuge,  there  were  more  than  five  hundred 
young  persons  annually  committed,  in  the  city  of  New  York,  either  as  criminals  or  vagrants. 
Now  the  officers  of  justice  do  not  find  half  that  number,  of  these  descriptions;  so  that  the 
effects  of  the  institution  are  not  only  felt  by  those  who  are  committed  to  its  care,  but  the  com- 
munity at  large  feels  its  benign  intiuence  in  the  diminution  of  crime. 

If  there  could,  at  this  time,  be  a  question  as  to  the  humanity  and  justice  of  the  institution, 
the  condition  of  the  objects  of  its  care,  previously  to  and  atier  they  are  received  into  the 
house  of  refuge,  might  be  exhibited. — It  lias  happened  that  when  one  has  been  questioned 
as  to  his  fomier  course  of  life,  and  asked  how  he  obtained  means  of  subsistence,  he  has  an- 
swered, '  by  begging  mid  stealing,'  with  apparently  as  little  consciousness  that  he  was  making 
a  disgraceful  confession,  as  if  he  had  said  that  he  had  found  a  support  from  some  honest 
employment. 

In  almost  every  case — we  do  not  say  in  all  cases — the  discipline  of  the  institution  works  a 
reformation.  The  moral  faculties  are  awakened,  the  thoughts  of  the  young  oflender  are 
turned,  often  with  regret,  upon  his  past  life,  and  he  is  led  to  resolve  on  a  better  course. — The 
transition  is  of  a  being  from  a  life  of  want,  ignorance,  idleness,  corruption,  and  hopelessness, 
to  the  enjoyments  in  the  refuge  of  comfort,  to  the  relief  which  is  aflbrded  to  the  mind,  by 
constant  and  useful  employment,  to  the  knowledge  of  good  and  evil,  to  the  hope  of  obtaining 
an  honest  living,  and  to  the  consolations  of  religion. 

It  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  several  of  those  who  appeared  the  most  depraved,  when  they 
came  into  the  refuge,  and  for  some  time  afterward  appeared  incorrigible,  have  subsequentlj 
given  the  best  hopes  of  their  entire  reformation. 

Since  the  establishment  was  opened,  on  the  first  of  January,  1825,  to  the  commencement 
of  the  present  year,  five  hundred  and  twenty-seven  subjects  have  been  received  ;  of  these, 
two  hundred  and  seventy-five  have  been  bound  out,  and  of  the  latter  only  twenty-two  have 
been  returned  on  account  of  their  having  given  dissatisfaction  to  those  to  whom  they  were 
apprenticed. 

In  several  instances  reformed  youths,  after  an  absence,  which  they  were  conscious  they 
had  advantageously  employed,  haVe  presented  themselves  to  greet  those  to  whose  care  they 
were  indebted,  with  filial  affection,  and  with  full  hearts  to  express  their  gratitude. 

It  will  be  seen,  that  though  the  managers  chiefly  rely  on  a  system  of  moral  discipline,  yet 
moderate  corporeal  chastisement  is  not  prohibited.  It  rarely  happens,  but  there  are  some 
natures  who  can  be  made  to  feel  only  through  their  corporeal  senses  ;  and  the  managers  have 
not  been  willing  to  suffer  these  to  be  sacrificed  to  notions  of  ultra-philanthropy,  which  would 
abolish  all  punishments. 

The  introduction  of  the  supervision  of  a  committee  of  ladies,  for  the  female  department, 
is  an  improvement,  the  benefits  of  which  are  constantly  felt. 

There  have  been  in  the  house  of  refuge,  during  the  last  year,  including  those  who  were 
left  there  the  preceding  year,  three  hundred  and  thirty-seven  boys  and  girls,  of  whom  ono 
hundred  and  forty-eight  have  been  bound  out,  and  one  hundred  cuid  sixty-one  remained  at 
the  close  of  the  year. 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  this  report  cannot  be  closed,  without  adverting  to  a  subject, 
which  is  very  far  from  afibrding  any  grounds  of  satisfaction ;  it  is  the  state  of  the  funds  and 
the  revenue  of  the  institution. — This  establishment  must  be  considered  as  an  integral  part  of 
the  penitentiarv  system  which  has  been  adopted  by  the  State ;  it  may  be  said  to  be  the 
foundation  on  which  the  whole  superstructure  rests;  and  there  can  be  no  more  reason  to  be- 
lieve that  the  Legislature  will  withhold  from  it  an  adequate  support,  than  there  is  to  believe 
that  they  will  abandon  the  principles  of  a  penal  code,  which  marks  the  advancement  of  man- 
kind in  knowledge,  civilization,  and  humanity. 

The  managers,  while  on  this  subject,  beg  leave  to  present  some  extracts  from  a  report  of 
a  committee  of  the  Senate,  which  introduced  the  law  of  1826. 

The  committee  stiy,  '^  There  is  hardly  a  child  who  will  be  condemned  to  the  house  of 
refuge,  who,  if  left  to  the  course  which  will  bring  him  there,  would  not  finally  become  a 
charge  to  the  State  as  a  convict. — One  person,  in  particular,  who  is  now  confined  in  the 
prison  at  Auburn,  was  first  convicted  when  he  was  only  ten  years  old,  and  has  since,  at  dif- 
ferent times,  been  twenty-eight  years  a  convict,  supported  by  the  State  at  an  expense  of  not 
less  than  two  thousand  dollars." 

"Since  the  house  of  refuge  was  opened,"  continues  the  same  report,  "the  number  of 
children  who  have  been  brought  to  the  bar  of  the  criminal  courts  in  New  York,  has  lessened 
in  the  proportion  of  four  to  one." 
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In  conclusion,  the  managers  have  only  to  say,  that  they  desire  nothing  more  tlian  the  mod- 
crate  means  necessary  to  support  the  institution  ;  and,  relying-  on  the  disposition  which  has 
been  heretofore  manifested  by  the  Leg-islature,  to  support  an  tslablishment  which,  the  mana- 
g-ers  belie\e,  v/as justly  characterized  by  the  late  Governor,  as  ■'  tlie  best  penitentiary  uisli- 
lulion  ever  devised  by  the  wit,  and  established  by  the  beneficence  of  ma:i.'"' 

Report  of  Work  doTie  by  the  Females. 

A  statement  of  the  work  performed  by  the  female  subjects  in  the  house  of  refuge  from  De- 
cember first,  1827,  to  the  first  of  December,  1828,  inclusive,  viz. 


Reeling  two  hundred  and  seventy  thou- 
sand skeiiis  of  cotton  yarn,     .        , 

Shirts  made, 

Stockin;2r3  ru.i  in  the  heels,  pair?,  . 
Ravens  Duck  Pantaloons,  made,    . 

f^preads  for  colls, 

■VVoulle;]  Pantaloons,      .... 

■\Voollen  Jacki'ls, 

Sheets  for  Cell.^,  made,  .... 
Sheets  lor  Hospital,  .... 
White  Van  Dykes,  made. 

Calico        do.        do 

Calico  Frocks, 

Giiigliam  do. 

Cheaiises,  made, 


Brown  Aprons, 67 

270,000  Brown  Aprons  for  Boys,         ...  6 

.    483  Night  Caps, 63 

.     250  Night  Gowns, jo 

.     114  White  Aprons, ]5 

.     113  Jackets, 30 

r)y  I  Brown  Towels, 53 

52 1  Brovvn  Rollers, 20 

.      80  Pillow  Cases, 26 

.       10  Bed  Ticks, 50 

.      79  Mattresses, 17 

9  Carpeting,  vards  of, 65 

9  auilts  for  Hospital, 10 

81  Blankets  mended, 52 

54  Bed  Ticks,  mended, 3^J 


The  number  of  stockings  mended  were  so  numerous,  that  to  have  kej»t  an  account  of  them 
v.-ould  have  proved  tedious. 

Washing  and  baking  are  two  branches  of  no  inconsiderable  importance.  The  washing  on 
an  average  has,  during  the  year,  amounted  to  about  eiglit  hmidred  pieces  per  v.eek.  and  the 
mending  of  the  same.  In  addition  to  the  above  estimate  of  work,  there  is  to  be  considered  all 
the  domestic  work  relative  to  themselves,,  and  the  keeping  in  order  the  female  department, 
viz.  cooking,  mending  for  tlicmselves,  cleaning  house,  »Scc.  &c.  of  which  there  cannot  be  a 
minute  accomit  given. 


Work  done  by  the  Boys. 


Brass  J^ail  Manufactory. 
Of  assorted  sizes,  15,600  M.  which  averages  300 
thousand  per  week. 

Ckaiy-  Bottom  Manufactory. 

Cane  chair  bottoms,  10,884,  or  907  dozen^ 

It  will  be  understood  that  the  cane  is  dressed, 

and  the  frames  for  the  seats  made  by  the  boys. 

Willow  Workers. 

Have  covered  200    3  Gallon  Demijohns. 


"  500    2      do. 

"  700    1       do. 

"  400    4-      do. 

"  350  quart 

Brush  Manufactory. 
1000  dozen  Shoe  Brushes. 
250  dozen  Hair  Brushes. 
250  dozen  Cloth  Brushes. 
200  dozen  Tootli  Brushes. 

50  dozen  Hatters'  Brushes. 
250  dozen  Scrubbing  Brushes. 


do. 
do. 
do. 
do. 


60  dozen  Crumb  Brushes. 
2000  v/eight  Bristles,  assorted  and  combed. 
500  pound  Bristles,  picked. 
1000  weight  Bristles,  washed  and  bleached. 

Carpenter^s  Shop. 
Soap  boxes,  for  shipping,    .         .         .     12,407 
Windsor        do.          ....      1,722 
Large  brown  do.          ....      2,539 
Candle  do 1,64  i 

18,600 
Shoe  Shop. 

Cacks, 1,500 

Pumps, 500 

For  domestic  use,        ....         450 
Tailor''s  Shop. 
150  Suits,  jacket  and  trowsers  for  winter- 
400  pairs  canvas  trowsers  for  summer. 
50  Caps. 


STATEMENTS. 


Subjects. 
Tliere  were  in  the  house  when  the  last  report 

was  made, 161 

Of  those  previously  disposed  of,  there  have 


been  returned, 
Received  during  the  past  year. 


Of  whom  there  havo  been  indentured, 
Escapes,       .... 
Returned  to  friends,     . 
Returned  to  the  alms-house. 
Of  age,        .... 
Now  in  the  house,        .        .. 


143 
6 
13 
2 
7 

161 


27^ 


17 
159 
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The  number  of  subjects  received  into  the 
house  of  refuge,  sinco  our  last  report, .         .     153 

Committed  by  the  following  authorities,  viz. 
Commissioners,        .         ,         .98 
Police, 45 


New  York  Sessions, 
Brooklyn  Sessions,  . 
Albany  Sessions, 
Utica  Sessions, 
Newburgh  Sessions, 
Schoharie  Oyer  and  Terminer 


8 


-l.'.fl 


Of  the  above  number,  ninety-three  are  forei;r  h-.ts, 
or  the  children  of  foreigners,  and  the  remaining 
sixty-six  are  of  American  parentage. 
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Extracts  from  the  Report  of  the  Inspectors  of  the  Auburn  State  Prison. 

To  tlie  Honorable  the  Legislaturo  of  the  State  of  New  York. 

The  inspectors  of  the  state  prison  at  Auburn  respectfully  report, 
That  the  expenditures  for  the  general  support  of  the  prison  during  the  year  ending  the  31sl 

day  of  October,  1828,  amounted  to p3,671  84 

During  the  same  period  there  was  received ^36,908  81 

To  dus  must  be  added,  in  the  hands  of  the  agent,  31st  October,  1827,    ^2,458  39  ^39,367  20 

Leavingin  the  hands  of  the  agent,  31st  October,  1828, ^5,795  36 

On  the  first  day  of  January  last  there  was  in  the  treasury  a  balance  of  a  previous  appropria- 
tion for  building,  of ^3,376 

The  Legislature  last  winter  added  to  this  fund, 2,000 

And  also  appropriated  for  ordinary  repairs  of  the  prison,  and  for  the  expense  of 

discharged  convicts, 2,000 

Making  a  fund  for  objects  above  staled, ^7,376 

This  sum  has  been  expended  for  the  purposes  designed,  and  was  all  duly  accounted  for  to 
the  comptroller  on  the  31st  day  of  last  October;  since  which,  the  agent  has  not  only  paid  all 
the  ordinary  cun-ent  expenses  for  general  support  from  the  earnings  of  convicts,  but  also  for 
the  repairs  of  the  prison  and  appurtenances,  and  the  expense  of  discharged  convicts. 

On  the  night  of  the  23d  day  of  October  last,  an  alarming  fire  broke  out  ii:  a  paint  shop  in 
the  north  yard  of  the  prison,  which  was  connected  with  a  lumber  and  a  wood  shed.  These 
erections  were  contiguous  to  the  north  wing  of  the  prison,  and  extended  nearly  its  whole 
length,  and  were  placed  in  that  position  for  the  want  of  room  elsewhere. 

besides  consuming  the  buildings  spoken  of,  with  their  contents,  the  fire  destroyed  most  of 
tlie  windows  and  wooden  frames  of  the  north  wing,  and  shattered  to  pieces  the  free  stone  win- 
dow caps,  starts,  and  sills,  which  had  been  injudiciously  used  instead  of  lime  stone. 

The  amount  of  damages  which  the  State  has  sustained  by  tills  fire  cainiot  yet  be  accurately 
stated,  but,  considering  the  direct  loss  of  buildings   and  other  materials,  the  interruption  of 
business,  and  oUier  consequential  damages,  which  are  of  an  micertain  character,  the  loss  to  the 
State  will  probably  be  from  three  to  four  thouscuid  dollars. 
Contractors  lost  about  two  thousand  dollars. 

It  is  proper  to  remark,  that  as  the  fire  endangered  the  lives  of  the  convicts  in  their  cells, 
they  were  all  taken  out,  and  employed  from  about  midnight  till  nearly  sunrise  the  next  morn- 
ing in  suppressing  and  extinguishing  the  fire.  No  occasion  could  have  so  fa\'orably  exhibited 
the  disciphne  of  the  convicts,  without  whose  exertions,  it  is  feared,  the  fire  could  not  have 
been  arrested  in  its  progress  through  the  main  buildings  of  the  prison. 
The  most  astonishing  order  was  preserved,  and  no  escape  or  attempt  to  escape  was  made. 
It  will  be  observed  that  we  have  had  no  fund  in  the  treasury  to  defray  the  expense  of  re- 
pairs, and  of  discharged  convicts,  since  the  31st  of  October  last. 

Notwithstanding  the  ordinary  as  well  as  the  above  mentioned  extraordinary  repairs  that 
will  be  required,  the  agent  believes  that  no  appropriations  by  the  present  Legislature  will  be 
necessary,  and  none  will  be  solicited. 

On  the  first  day  of  January,  1828,  there  were  525  convicts  in  this  prison,  and  on  the  first 
day  of  January,  1829,  570. 

During  the  "year  1828,  there  have  been  174  convicts  received;  9  have  died,  44  have  been 
discharged  by  the  expiration  of  their  sentences,  and  76  have  been  pardoned. 

There  are  now  as  many  convicts  as  can  be  confined  separately  in  the  north  wing ;  and  it 
is  scarcely  necessary  to  state  that  the  south  wing  was  not  designed  for  solitary  confinement. 
The  number  of  convicts  cannot  therefore  be  increased  here  consistently  with  their  non-inter- 
course and  correct  discipline,  imtil  a  new  block  of  cells  shall  be  constructed,  either  by  altering 
the  south  wing  or  otherwise. 

On  the  subject  of  female  convicts,  much  has  been  heretofore  said,  and  we  will  now  only  add 
to  the  following  extract  from  a  memorial  presented  to  the  last  Legislature  by  the  agent,  the 
simple  remark^  that  we  consider  the  provision  made  for  female  convicts  to  be  a  blot  upon  the 
fair  character  of  the  Slate. 

"  The  only  place  where  the  females  can  be  confined,  and  communication  with  the  male 
convicts  prevented,  is  a  large  single  room  in  the  attic  story  of  the  south  wing,  and  the  win- 
dows of  which,  even  there,  are  necessarily  closed  at  all  seasons,  to  prevent  communication 
with  the  male  convicts,  with  which  the  entire  wnng  is  surrounded. 

Here  there  are  already  crowded  together  more  than  twenty  females,  of  all  ages,  colors, 
and  crimes,  without  the  means  of  discipline  or  useful  employment. 

This  is  the  outline  of  a  picture  of  human  degradation  which  the  imagination  can  scarcely 
fill  up  to  the  reality.  And  if  many  more  shall  be  thrown  into  this  receptacle  of  wretchedness 
and  sin,  physical  as  well  as  moral  death  will  be  the  inevitable  consequence. 

The  undersigned  represented  to  the  late  Gov.  Clinton,  the  lamentable  condition  of  female 
convicts,  and  the  manifest  and  gross  impropriety  of  their  ever  being  confined  in  the  same 
prison  with  male  convicts,  and  that  distinguished  statesman  presented  the  subject  to  the 
Legislature  in  strong  and  forcible  language. 
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We  have  also  heretofore  deemed  it  our  duty  to  speak  of  the  liberal,  not  to  say  injudicious, 
exercise  of  the  pardonhig  power,  and  will  now  only  add  the  following  facts  : 

In  l8iC},  there  were  86  convicts  pardoned  in  this  prison,  the  avera<je  number  being  426. 

In  1827,43  were  pardoneil  from  an  average  number  of  47ii  5  and  in  11)28,  7G  were  par- 
doned from  an  average  number  of  51S,  making  the  aggregate  of  pardons  at  this  prison  in 
three  years  205,  while  during  the  same  period  there  were  only  122,  the  terms  of  wnose  sen- 
tences expired.     Does  this  exhibit  the  prompt,  steady,  and  uniform  execution  of  the  laws? 

The  degree  of  health  which  has  prevailed  in  this  institution  lor  several  years  past,  probably 
surpasses  any  in  the  world  of  an  equal  number  of  convicts  ;  the  number  of  patients  confined 
to  the  hospital  being  about  one  per  cent.,  and  the  number  of  deaths  one  and  a  half. 

Of  the  nine  deaths  during  the  last  year,  two  only  were  occasioned  by  fever,  and  three 
others  were  occasioned  by  tnseases  which  the  convicts  brought  with  them  to  prison,  as  will 
appear  by  a  reference  to  the  physician's  report  hereto  annexed. 

It  is  an  interesting  fact,  that  there  are  few  Indian  convicts  who  can  long  endure  confine- 
ment without  destroying  their  heakh  and  depressing  their  spirits. 

To  show  the  moral  influence  of  this  institution  upon  the  convicts,  we  refer  with  great  satis- 
faction to  the  aimexed  statement  concerning  the  characters  of  discharged  convicts,  the  facts 
in  which  statement  have  been  collected  with  great  labor  and  considerable  expense. 

The  agent  expresses  to  us  his  acknowledgment  for  the  able  and  efficient  assistance  of  the 
resident  chaplain,  in  preparing  these  two  valuable  documents,  as  also  for  his  discreet,  faithful, 
and  beneficial  services  m  his  appropriate  department.  The  Sabbath  school,  which  is  under 
his  general  superintendence,  is  highly  flourishing,  and  embraces  125  scholars. 

On  the  subject  of  a  rail-road  to  connect  this  prison  with  the  Erie  canal,  we  will  only  refer 
to  the  documents  in  the  journals  of  the  last  Legislature,  and  add,  that  tuiother  year's  experi- 
ence has  fully  sustained  the  views  and  facts  therein  presented. 

In  conclusion,  we  beg  leave  to  invite  the  special  attention  of  the  Legislature  to  the  compen- 
sation paid  to  the  subordinate  officers  and  gxicwd  of  the  prison,  and  more  particularly  to 
the  latter. 

It  is  difficult  for  those  who  are  not  personally  acquainted  with  the  subject,  duly  to  appre- 
ciate the  character  and  services  of  these  men. 

It  is  not  the  mere  duty  of  a  common  soldier,  that  our  guard  are  required  to  perform.  The  trust 
reposed  in  them  is  of  an  important  character,  requiring  judgment,  fidelity,  and  vigilance. — 
Every  night  they  have  in  charge  the  keys  of  the  whole  nistitution  ;  and  upon  their  honesty  and 
watchfulness  depends  its  safety  from  fire,  from  the  nocturnal  incursions  of  discharged  convicts, 
or  other  daring  villains  from  without.  And  to  a  certain  degree,  the  lives  of  officers  and  con- 
victs are  put  mto  the  keeping  of  the  guard ;  they  should  therefore  be  men  of  character, 
havine^  families,  and  a  stake  hi  society. 

And  is  it  reasonable  to  suppose  that  such  men  can  be  obtained  for  ^'S  per  month,  and 
without  the  least  peiquisite  in  board  or  otherwise  from  the  prison  ?  Experience  has  admon- 
ished us  that  it  cannot  be  done. 

We  therefore,  in  behalf  of  the  public  interest  and  safety,  do  respectfully  but  earnestly  solicit, 
that  a  law  may  be  pcissed,  allowing  the  agent  to  pay  the  guard  twenty-five  dollars  per  month, 
the  same  as  the  serjeant  of  the  guard  is  now  paid,  there  being  no  sufficient  reason  for  his  re- 
ceiving more  than  the  rest,  their  duties  being  equal. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

E.  WILLIAMS. 
HORACE  HILLS. 
J.  H.  HARDENBERGH. 
WALTER  WEED. 

Inspector's  Office,  Slate  Prison,  Auburn,  \st  Jan.  1829. 

To  the  Inspectors  of  the  Auburn  State  Prison. 
Genti.f.mejt, — In  reporting  the  state  of  health  in  the  prison,  it  will  be  g^atiA  'ng  to  the 
philanthropist,  to  be  assured  that  a  state  of  health  exists  amongst  the  convicts,  fully  equal  to 
an  average  of  our  citizens. 

The  following  are  the  average  hospital  cases  per  daij,for  each  month,  for  the  year  1828. 

January, 4  July, 4 

February, 5  August, 6 

March, 5  September, 8 

April, 6  October, 4 

May, 6  November, 5 

June, 4  December, 5 

The  deaths  in  1828  are  nine  in  number,  viz. 

Anthony  Sansouci,  Indian,  February  18,  diseased  brain  :  David  Fritz,  February  28,  fever  : 
Thomas  Clark,  April  5,  consumption  :  Alma  Hunt,  May  10,  consumption  :  Isaac  Smith, 
June  3,  consumption :  Isaac  Ayres,  June  6,  inflammation  of  the  brain  :  John  M'Niel, 
June  27,  consumption :  Lawrence  Quackenboss,  August  16,  consumption :  Elizabeth 
Thomas,  October  IG,  fever. 

Of  the  above  cases,  Thomas  Clark,  Alma  Hunt,  and  Isaac  Smith,  came  to  the  prison  affect- 
ed with  the  diseases  of  which  they  died.  JOHN  G.  MORGAN, 

January  1,  1829.  Physician  and  Surgeon. 
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Auburn  Report  to  the  Legislature,  1828. 

Of  the  whole  number  of  convicts  examined  on  their  discharge  from  prison,  there  were 
under  the  age  of  20,  six  ;  between  20  and  30,  seventy-seven ;  30  and  40,  forty  5  40  and  60, 
thirty-three  5  50  and  GO,  fiileen  5  00  and  70,  five  ;  70  and  80,  two.— Total,  178. 

In  regard  to  education  when  they  came  to  prison,  the  following  will  exhibit  a  very  brief 
outline  : — Decent  common  education,  113.  Education  very  poor,  37.  No  education,  26.  A 
great  portion  of  the  two  latter  classes  have  been  instructed  in  the  prison  Sabbath  school,  and 
taught  to  read,  and  many  of  them  to  write  and  cipher. 

i3ein-i\'ed  of  parents  when  young,  or  left  tliem  before  they  were  of  age,  G5.  More  or  less 
intemperate,  87. 

Jluhirn  Report  for  1629. 

Under  tlie  age  of  20,  four  ;  between  20  and  30,  fifty ;  30  and  40,  thirty-nine  ;  40  and  50, 
twenty  ;  50  and  60,  seven  ;  60  and  70,  three  5  70  and  80,  none  ;  80  and  90,  tv/o.— Total,  125. 

Of  decent  education,  49.  Very  jjoor  education,  47.  No  education,  27.  Intemperate,  75. 
Parents  died  when  young,  or  left  their  parents  before  of  age,  44. 

Character  of  convicts  7cho  have  been  discharged  from  the  Auburn  prison,  as  stated 
by  Postmasters,  Sheriffs,  and  others,  in  the  State  of  J\''ew  York,  in  ansicer  to 
letters  addressed  to  them  from  the  prison,  by  the  Agent  and  Chaplain.  This 
information  having  been  obtained  carefully,  three  years  in  succession,  in  answer 
to  about  four  thousand  letters. 


Initials. 

W.  S. 
C.R. 
N.  C. 
A.  B. 
A.  M.  B. 
E.  W. 
P.  D. 
W.  P. 
J.  C. 
L.  R. 
E.  P. 
J.  H. 
O.  S. 
W.  H. 
J.  O. 

0.  S. 
J.  s. 
J.  M. 
H.  C. 
J.  C. 

J.  C.  P. 
IV.  L. 
P.  T. 
J.  C. 

D.  R. 
t^.  N. 
J.  G. 
A.  B. 
H.  A. 
J.  Is. 
J.J. 
J.  G. 
D.P.M.N. 
M.S. 

J.  I.  H. 
II.  D.  L. 
J.  B. 
J.  P. 

E.  S. 

C.  S. 

E.  C.  D. 
L.  V/. 
W.  M.  B. 
G.  M. 
A.  B. 
A.  P. 
E.  R. 

D.  T, 

E.  B.  D. 

1.  S. 
C.F. 


Crime. 

Forgery. 

Biirglary. 

Ct.  money. 

Forgery. 

Petit  larceny. 

Cons,  to  cheat. 

Forgery. 

G.  larceny. 

G.  larceny. 

G.  larceny. 

Ct.  money. 

Bigamy. 

G.  larceny. 

Perjury. 

Felony. 

G.  larceny. 

Attempt  to  rape. 

Manslaughter. 

a.  larceny. 

As.  to  murder. 

Arson. 

At.  to  break  jail. 

Manslaughter. 

Forgery. 

Ct.  money. 

Forgery. 

Aid.  to  br.  jail. 

Petit  larceny. 

Arson. 

Perjury. 

Assault  to  rape. 

Perjury. 

Forgery. 

Perjury. 

Forgery. 

Arson. 

Arson. 

Ct.  money. 

Burglary. 

Ct.  money. 

G.  larceny. 

Forgery. 

G.  larceny. 

Manslaugliter. 

G.  larceny. 

G.  larceny. 

G.  larceny. 

G.  larceny. 

G.  larceny. 

Manslaughter. 

As.  to  murder. 


Before  conviction. 

Intemperate. 

Habits  good. 

Intemperate. 

Not  good. 

Unsteady. 

Intemperate. 

Not  known. 

Dishonest. 

Character  good. 

Steady. 

An  idle  profligate. 

Habits  bad. 

Bad. 

Bad. 

Unsteady. 

Indolent,  vicious. 

Very  intemperate. 

Notoriously  bad. 

Not  known. 

Very  abandoned. 

Pretty  fair. 

Intemperate. 

Intemperate. 

Habitual  drunkard 

Not  knovv-n. 

Not  known. 

Not  good. 

Very  intemperate. 

Not  known. 

Drunken. 

Not  known. 

Not  known. 

Intemperate. 

A  bad  man. 

Intemperate. 

Reputation  bad. 

Very  intemperate. 

Not  good. 

Very  bad. 

Worthless. 

Intemperate. 

Bad. 

Been  in  prison. 

Habits  bad. 

Not  known. 

Intemperate. 

Intemperate. 

Intemperate. 

Very  bad. 

Intemperate. 

Very  intemperate. 


SINCE  DISCHARGED. 

In  1826  and  1827.  In  18-23. 


Regular,  sober. 
Industrious. 
More  temperate. 
Conduct  good. 
Conduct  good. 
Conduct  good. 
Conduct  good. 
Same  as  before. 
Deranged. 
Steady,  industrious. 
Steady,  industrious. 
Improved. 
Bad. 

Quiet  and  respectable 
Habits  correct. 
Much  improved. 
Somewhat  improved. 
Greatly  improved. 
Uniformly  honest. 
A  reformed  man. 
Uniformly  good. 
Not  much  improved. 
Greatly  improved. 
Habits  still  bad. 
Industrious,  orderly. 
Industrious,  orderly. 
Better  citizen. 
Appears  reformed. 
A  good  character. 
Drunken  fellow. 
Steady,  industrious. 
Good  citizen. 
Conduct  bad. 
No  wise  improved. 
Steady,  industrious. 
Nothing  unfavorable 
Steady,  industrious. 
Habits  good. 
Conduct  good. 
In  jail  again. 
Honest,  fair  character, 
Bad. 
Bad. 

Not  improved. 
Nothing  improper. 
Very  good  character. 
Very  good  character. 
Very  good  character. 
Suspected. 
Much  improved. 
Sober,  discreet  man. 


Reverse  of  bad. 
Conducts  with  prop. 

Intemperate. 

Good  neighbor. 
Improved. 


Steady,  industrious 
Good  character. 
Better  than  before. 

.Much  reformed. 
More  respectable. 
Reclaimed. 
Relapsed. 


Still  appears  so. 

About  the  same. 

Habits  still  bad. 
Orderly  citizen. 

Orderly  citizen. 


Pious. 

Now  in  this  prison. 

Character  good. 


Steady,  good  citizen 
Steady,  good  citizen, 
Steady,  good  citizen. 
Steady,  good  citizen. 
Steady,  good  citizen, 
Steady,  good  citizen. 


Discharged. 

Jany.  1826. 
Mar.  1826. 
July,  1827. 
Sept.  1822. 
Aug.  1827. 
Sept.  1823. 
Mar.  1824. 
Feby. 1822. 
Jany.  1826. 
Sept.  1825. 
Oct.  1824. 
June,  1822. 

Mar.  1826. 
June,  182G. 
Apr.  1826. 
Jany.  1322. 
Mar.  1826. 
June,  1825. 
June,  1827. 
July,  1826. 
Mar.  1826. 
July,  1827. 
Aug.  1826. 
Apr.  1820. 
Feby.  1821. 
Apr.  1825. 
Nov.  1826. 
July,  1822. 
Jany.  1822. 
Mar.  1822. 
Mar.  1821. 
Dec.  1825. 
Oct.  •  1826. 
Ot.t.  1826. 
May,  1827. 
Aug.  1826. 
Sept.  1819. 
Feby.  1826. 
Nov.  1826. 
Apr.    1824. 

Feby.  1824. 
July,  1818. 
July,  1824. 
Mar.  1826. 
Apr.  1825. 
Apr.  1825. 
Aug.  1826. 
Nov.  1823. 
Apr.    1824. 
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Initials. 

B.  H. 
J.  M.  C. 
I.  II. 
J.  C. 
H.  H. 
J.  S. 
J.  K. 
W.  P. 
J.  B. 
B.C. 
J.L. 

E.  A. 
S.  B. 
P.  D. 

F.  H. 
F.  Y. 
A.  P. 
J.  V. 
CD. 
N.  B. 
W.  B. 
D.  L. 
L.  S.  B. 
J.  K. 
P.  O.  B. 
D.  H. 
H.  S. 
A.  A. 
J.T. 
A.  M.  D. 
H.  R. 
J.  R. 
T.  M. 
A.  B. 
J.  H. 

A.  n. 
R.  R. 

B.  N. 

s.  s. 

D.  S. 
Indian. 

F.  G. 

E.  VV. 
P.  H. 
J.  D. 
R.  F. 
P.  C. 
L.  L. 
J.  P.  C. 
S.M. 
J.  W. 
S.  S.  H. 
D.  D.  B. 

G.  R. 
J.  W. 
R.  D. 
VV.  D. 
D.  S. 
J.T. 
A.V.  T. 
J.  K. 
J.B. 
L.  W.  M 
D.  C. 
J.  P. 
J.  P. 
A.  P. 
J.  P. 
J.  M.  B. 
A.  II. 
W.  JI. 
S.  S. 
A.  C. 
A.  P. 
J.  C.  C. 
D.J. 
ILL. 
A.  P. 
J.  P. 


Crime. 

Before  conviction. 

Ja  182o  and  1827. 

Sti  L>iai;jiAK.litLF. 

In  I82d. 

Discharged. 

Ct.  money. 

A  great  rogue. 

Industrious,  honest. 

Respectable  man. 

Nov, 

1822. 

Forgery. 

Not  known. 

Conduct  good. 

Aug. 

1819. 

Ct.  money. 

Mot  known. 

Very  respectable. 

Feby. 

1821. 

Forgery. 

Dissipated. 

Much  more  steady. 

A  reformed  man. 

Jany. 

1320. 

Burglary. 

Thievisli. 

Entirely  reformed. 

(iood  character. 

Mar. 

1826. 

G.  larceny. 

Habits  not  the  l)est 

.  Industrious  and  pious 

July, 

1821. 

Ct.  money. 

Long  sus|)ected. 

Good  moral  churacter 

Jany. 

1826. 

Perjury. 

Very  intemperate. 

Temperate. 

Reformed. 

July, 

1827. 

G.  larceny. 

Unsteady. 

Behaves  well. 

June, 

1827. 

G.  larceny. 

Character  good. 

Behaves  well. 

Character  good. 

June, 

1827. 

13iganiy. 

Habitual  drunkard 

.  No  wise  altered. 

July, 

1826. 

Breaking  jail. 

Sus])ected. 

Habits  good. 

Steady  and  honest. 

Aug. 

1826. 

Misdemeanor. 

Intemperate. 

Industrious  and  sober 

Jany. 

m-2X 

G.  larceny. 

Unsteady. 

Honest  and  upright. 

Oct. 

1826. 

Forgery. 

Habits  had. 

Better  citizen. 

Apr, 

1826. 

Forgery. 

Idle  and  dissipated, 

,  A  reformed  man. 

Sept. 

1826. 

G.  larceny. 

Unsteady  and  bad. 

Well  esteemed. 

Feby, 

1825. 

Forgery. 

Intemperate. 

Conduct  very  good. 

Reformed. 

June, 

1827, 

G.  larceny. 

Been  i,i  prison. 

Good  inhabitant. 

Nov, 

1826. 

Aiding  escape. 

Rather  loose. 

Much  respected. 

Unexceptionable. 

Apr. 

1820. 

Forgery. 

Not  very  good. 

Strict  propriety. 

Nov. 

1826. 

G.  larceny. 

Not  known. 

An  honest  man. 

Apr. 

1818. 

Perjury, 

Very  intemperate. 

Perfectly  regular. 

June, 

1827. 

Ct.  money. 

Unsteady  and  idle. 

A  fair  character. 

Ignorant,  inoffensive 
,  Wholly  reclaimed. 

!,  Jany, 

1827. 

Forgery. 

Intemperate. 

Manifest  reformation, 

Sept. 

1821. 

Perjury. 

Character  good. 

Character  good. 

Continues  good. 

July, 

1821. 

Ct.  money. 

Simple. 

Not  suspected. 

Jany, 

1822. 

Ct.  money. 

Idle  and  dissipated 

.  Reformed  and  pious. 

Deals  uprightly. 

Apr, 

1822. 

G.  larceny. 

Character  bad. 

Intemperate. 

Apr, 

1820. 

G.  larceny. 

Very  intemperate. 

Inlem|)erate. 

Sept. 

1819. 

Forgery. 

Habits  not  good. 

An  altered  man. 

Faithful  and  honest, 

.    June, 

1824. 

Ct.  money. 

Not  known. 

Character  good. 

Dec. 

1^2. 

Perjury. 

Character  bad. 

Continues  bad. 

Oct. 

1819- 

Perjury. 

Not  known. 

Professor  of  religion. 

G.  larceny. 

Not  the  best. 

More  orderly. 

June, 

1820. 

G.  larceny. 

Not  known. 

Nothing  against  him. 

June, 

1822. 

G.  larceny. 

Very  intemperate. 

Deranged, 

June, 

1826. 

G.  larceny. 

Not  described. 

Good  citizen. 

Jany. 

1827. 

Forgery. 

Character  bad. 

Rather  improved. 

May, 

1826. 

Ct.  money. 

Not  known. 

Exemplary. 

, 

G.  larceny. 

Not  described. 

Behaves  much  better 

Ct.  money. 

Extremely  vicious. 

A  wholesome  citizen. 

,  Wholesome  citizen. 

Jany. 

1822. 

Forgery. 

Dishonest. 

A  good  citizen. 

Wholesome  citizen. 

Dec. 

1820. 

G.  larceny. 

Character  bad. 

Behaves  very  well. 

June, 

1827. 

Forgery. 

Simple. 

Behaves  very  well. 

Feby, 

,  1818. 

Perjury. 

Very  bad. 

Bad  still. 

Bad  still. 

Apr. 

1824. 

G.  larceny. 

Intemperate. 

Steady,  industrious. 

June, 

1827. 

Arson. 

Not  specified. 

Steady,  and  doing  wel 

11. 

Oct. 

1826. 

Ct.  money. 

Very  bad. 

Industrious, 

June, 

1826. 

rt.  money. 

Not  very  good. 

Much  respected. 

Very  good. 

Mar. 

1824. 

Breaking  jaiL 

Not  described. 

Professor  of  religion. 

Pious,  good  citizen. 

Aug. 

1820. 

Ct.  money. 

Gaming. 

Conduct  very  good. 

Good  citizen. 

Oct^ 

1826. 

Ct.  money. 

Very  intemperate. 

IMuch  reformed. 

Perfectly  honest. 

July, 

1826. 

.A.ssaultto  rape 

!.  Habits  bad. 

Much  as  before. 

Apr. 

1827. 

Ct.  money. 

Not  descri!)ed. 

Somewhat  reformed. 

Nov. 

1824. 

Forgery. 

Respectable. 

Suspicious. 

Jany, 

.1826. 

Forgery. 

Habits  very  bad. 

A  reformed  man. 

June, 

,  1827. 

Forgery. 

Intemiwratc, 

Thievish. 

Sept. 

1819. 

Burglary. 

Habits  bad. 

None  too  good. 

May, 

1824. 

.  G.  larceny. 

Not  very  good. 

Conduct  good. 

June, 

,  1826. 

G.  larceny. 

Not  described. 

Industrious,  thriving 

.  Reformed. 

Janv. 

.  1820. 

Perjury. 

A  bad  man. 

Steady,  doing  well. 

Sober  and  industrious.  July, 

.  1826. 

'.  Forgery. 

A  dishonest  man. 

Is  dishonest  yet. 

Feby 

.  1824. 

Perjury. 

Not  described. 

Good  citizen. 

At.  to'rape. 

Very  intemperate. 

More  temperate. 

Apr. 

1^6. 

Perjury. 

Habits  bad. 

Much  improved. 

Jane, 

,  1820. 

Ct.  money. 

Not  very  vicious. 

Honest  and  upright. 

Apr. 

1324. 

G.  larceny. 

Very  vicious. 

Much  retormed. 

June, 

,  1827. 

G.  larceny. 

Not  described. 

Con.luct  good. 

Dec. 

1826. 

G.  larceny. 

Intemperate. 

Worthless. 

Oct, 

1826. 

G.  larceny. 

Not  described. 

Conducts  well. 

Burglary. 

Not  very  good. 

A  respectable  man. 

Faithful  and  pious. 

Aug. 

182  . 

Ct.  money. 

Intemperate. 

Fair  character. 

Intemperate. 

Apr. 

1826. 

As. to  break  jai 

1.  Intemperate. 

Habits  improved. 

Reforuied. 

June, 

,  18-26. 

Ct.  money. 

Not  known. 

Sober  and  honest. 

Oct. 

182G. 

G.  larceny. 

Bad  from  infancy. 

Not  altered  for  better 

.  Mor,-;  steady. 

Dec, 

1B26. 

Forgery. 

Good. 

Good, 

Very  induairioua. 

Apr, 

1^5. 

Ct.  money. 

Rude  and  unsteady.  Honest. 

Apr, 

18-4. 

G.  larceny. 

Not  deicribed. 

Greatly  improved. 

May, 

,  lasa 
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Initials. 

A.  \V. 
J.  T.  L. 

C.  W.  S. 
M.  L. 
N.  D. 
L.J. 
W.  L. 
S.  Y.  S. 
J.  D.  S. 

D.  Y. 
J.  G.  F. 
J.  S. 
J.  F. 
S.  C. 
J.  R. 

D.  B. 

E.  B. 
H.  P. 
J.  M. 
I.  P. 
P.  S. 
E.B. 
J.  W.  B. 
P.  B. 

A.  G. 
W.  R. 
O.  G. 
J.G. 
S.  R.  T. 

B.  K. 
N.  P. 
W.  P. 
J.  P. 
J.  C. 
W.  A. 
L.  B. 

C.  L. 
A.  R. 
H.  P.  P. 
Indian. 
J.  W. 
J.  T. 
I.S. 

E.  A.  N. 
J.  S. 
M.  S. 
H.  B. 
M.B. 
T.  A.  W. 
O.  D. 

s.  c. 

J.  D.  H. 
B.C. 

D.  V. 
J.H.I. 

A.  D. 
R.  H. 
P.  D. 

N.  r.i. 

W.  D. 

F.  K. 
J.  C. 

G.  P. 

B.  M. 
O.  T. 
G.  L. 
S.  V. 
H.  G. 
P.P. 
S.  T. 
A.  A. 
N.  B. 

0.  T. 
S.  F. 

1.  W. 
A.  W 


Criine. 

Ct.  money. 
Forgery. 
.  Forgery. 
Perjury, 
Ct.  money. 
Perjury. 
Ct.  money. 
Ct.  money. 
G.  larceny. 
G.  larceny. 
Perjury. 
G.  larceny. 
Forgery. 
Perjury. 
G.  larceny. 
Ct.  money. 
Ct.  money. 
Ct.  money. 
Perjury. 
Forgery. 
Perjury  and  lar. 
G.  larceny. 
Ct.  money. 
G.  larceny. 
Ct.  money. 
G.  larceny. 
Ct.  money. 
Perjury. 
Ct.  money. 
Swindling. 
As,  to  murder. 
Forgery. 
G.  larceny. 
G.  larceny. 
G.  larceny. 
Petit  larc.  2d  off. 
Ct.  money. 
As.  to  murder, 
G.  larceny. 
G,  larceD' 
Forgery, 
Perjury. 
Assault    J  rape. 
Forgery. 
G.  larceny. 
G.  larceny. 
Forgery, 
Forgery. 
Bigamy. 
G.  larceny. 
G.  larceny. 
Perjury. 
G.  larceny, 
G.  larceny. 
Forgery. 
Assault  to  rape. 
G,  larceny. 
Assault  to  rape. 
Forgery. 
As.  to  murder. 
G.  larceny. 
Forgery. 
G.  larceny. 
Perjury. 
G.  larceny. 
Manslaughter. 
Ct.  money. 
Petit  larc.  2d  off. 
G.  larceny. 
G.  larceny. 
Ct.  money. 
G.  larceny. 
G.  larceny, 
G.  larceny. 
Forgery, 
G.  larceny. 


Before  conviction. 

Very  bad. 

Decent, 

Good. 

Not  known. 

Not  very  good. 

Not  very  bad. 

Ad.  to  gambling. 

Idle, 

Dissipated. 

Very  bad. 

Extremely  bad. 

Inconsiderate, 

A  prudent  man. 

Rude. 

Not  described. 

Not  described. 

Not  described. 

Not  Known, 

Intemperate. 

Not  known. 

Very  bad. 

An  old  offender. 

Not  known. 

Not  known. 

Intemperate, 

Not  known. 

Not  stated. 

Intemperate. 

Not  the  worst. 

Not  described. 

Great  villain. 

Intemperate, 

A  drunkard. 

Not  known. 

Not  known, 

3  times  in  prison. 

Very  bad. 

Void  of  every  good. 

Drunken. 

Great  vagabond. 

An  old  offender. 

Not  known. 

Not  described. 

Not  the  worst. 

Worthless. 

Not  known. 

Wild,  unsteady. 

Wild,  unsteady. 

Vicious  character. 

An  old  offender. 

Not  known. 

Intemperate, 

Very  dishonest. 

Character  good. 

Exceedingly  loose. 

Drunken  vagabond. 

Conduct  bad. 

Very  intemperate. 

Intemperate. 

Very  intemperate. 

A  drunkard, 

A  knave,  &  intemp. 

l'\ot  known. 

Character  bad. 

Dis.sipated. 

Not  described. 

Di-Sjipated. 

Very  intemperate. 

A  gambler. 

An  old  offender. 

A  hard  case. 

Not  described. 

Not  described. 

Intemperate. 

Intemperate. 

Intemperate. 


Continues  the  same. 


A  gambler, 

A  respectable  man. 

Behaves  much  better, 


Good  citizen. 
Good  citizen. 


Conduct  not  so  good. 


CHARACTER  SINCE  DISCHARGED. 

In  1826  and  18:27.  In  1828. 

Improved. 

Sober  and  steady. 

Very  good. 

Stimulates  too  high. 

Very  steady. 

Not  very  good. 

Still  bad. 

Greatly  improved. 

Not  much  reformed. 

Regular. 

Intemperate. 

Industrious. 

Good  character. 

Much  reformed. 

Much  improved. 

Much  improved. 

Much  improved. 

Not  a  very  bad  man. 

Conduct  very  correct. 

Dissipated,  worthless. 

Habits  good. 

Habits  bad. 

Till  of  late,  good. 

Well  esteemed. 

Professor  of  religion.   A  devout  Christian, 

Character  good.  Pious,  good  citizen, 

A  moral,  good  man. 

Steady,  industrious. 
Very  little  altered, 
Stfady  and  religious. 
Dangerous  fellow. 
Unqualifiedly  good. 
Perfectly  temperate, 
A  hard  character. 
Respectable  citizen. 
Character  very  bad, 
A  good,  pious  man. 
Temperate. 
Industrious. 
Reformed. 
Very  industrious. 
Bad  character. 
Striking  change. 
Behaves  well. 
Worthless  character. 
Died  pious. 
Industrious, 
Industricjus, 
Industrious, 
In  prison. 
Conduct  good. 
Intemperate. 
Not  reformed. 
Character  good. 
Professor  of  religion. 
Greatly  improved. 
Appears  really  pious. 
Less  intemperate. 
A  great  reformation. 
Conduct  improved. 
Industrious. 
Still  intemperate. 
Character  good. 
Respectable. 
Appears  well. 
No  reformation. 
Conduct  good. 
Pious. 

Exemplary  Christian. 
Conduct  improved. 
Behaves  respectably. 
Rather  intemperate. 
Very  industrious. 
Sober  and  industrious. 
Sober  and  industrious. 
Sober  and  industrious, 


Discharged. 

Feby.  1824. 
Aug.  1826. 
Dec,  1825. 
Sept.  1824. 
Feby.  1824. 
Mar.  1825. 
June,  1826. 
Dec.  1820, 
.  Feby,  1826. 
Feby,  1824. 
Jany.  1825. 
Doc.  1824. 
Aug.  1825. 
Sept.  1625. 
Jany. 1822. 
May,  1825. 
P,lav,  1825. 
Aug.  182*1. 
Sept.  1823. 
June,  1825. 
Apr,  1824, 
Aug,  1823. 
Feby.  1S2G. 
Jlar.  1820. 
Apr.  1826. 
Nov.  1825. 
Aug.  1821. 
Aug.  1823. 
Feby. 1821. 
June,  1S28, 

Sept.  1824. 
Nov.  1827. 
July,  1821, 
Dec,  1818, 
June,  1827. 
Apr.    1828. 

June,  1828. 
July,  1828. 
May,  1828. 

Dec.  1825. 
Jany,  1828. 
Oct,  1826. 
June,  1823. 
June,  1826. 
June,  1826, 
Nov,   182G. 


Sept.  1821. 
Nov.  1827, 
Mar.  1826. 
June,  1826. 
Jany,  1828, 
June,  1828, 
Aug.  1822, 
Feby,  1328. 
Nov,  1820, 
Febv.  1828, 
Aug",  1826, 
Nov.  1322. 
Jan.  1826. 
Apr.  1828. 
Jany,  1824. 
Feby,  1823, 
Mar,  1828, 
Mar,  1828, 
Nov,  1827. 
Jany.  1823. 
June,  1825. 
Sept.  1827, 
June,  1318, 
Mar,  1822. 
Janv,  1828, 
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Extracts  from  the  Report  of  the  Directors  of  the  Jifaryland  Penitentiary,  sub- 
mitted  to  the  Legislature,  December  23,  1828. 

To  the   Board  of  Directors  of  the  Maryland  Penitentiary. 

The  Committee  of  Superintendence  present  to  tlie  Board  of  Directors  the  annual  abstract 
of  the  proceeding's  of  the^Iaryland  Penitentiary  to  llie  30th  Nov.,  1828. 

The  female  department,  under  the  direction  of  its  worthy  and  attentive  matron,  has  pro- 
duced a  net  gain  of  51>335  71,  derived  from  the  proceeds  of  its  labor  for  the  weavin"-  and 
other  departments  ;  proving,  in  a  satisfactory  manner,  that  convict  females,  under  the  "-overn- 
ment  of  one  of  tlieir  own  sex,  may  not  only  be  as  well  disciplined  as  males,  but  that  theTr  labor 
may  be  so  directed  as  to  be  equally  profitable.  A  truth  that  is  as  yet  unknown  in  any  other 
than  the  Maryland  penitentiary. 

The  gain  })y  the  several  departments,  exclusive  of  the  expense  for  the  sup])ort  of  the  con- 
victs, has  been"  |^21,427  885  but  is  reduced  by  the  payment  of  the  salaries  of  ollicers,  and  tho 
instalment  on  the  loan  of  1822,  and  interest' on  that  and  the  loan  of  18'2o,  to  51j,801.  Kj, — the 
net  gain  of  the  year. 

To  have  paid,  during"  a  year,  the  whole  expense  of  supporting  three  hundred  and  seventeen 
criminals,  amounting, for  provision, clothing, fuel, and  other  incidental  e.xpenses, to  ^IZH'dGb'l, 
besides  ,?8,100  86  for  the  salaries  of  ollicers,  and  53,522  3G,  on  account  of  loans,  and  have 
realized  a  net  gain  of  5y720-i  16,  is  a  result  that  the  warmest  advocates  of  the  j)enitentiary 
system  would  not,  a  few  vears  since,  have  ventured  to  predict,  under  any  arrangements  that 
could  have  been  proposed.  Yet  the  practical  efforts  of  llie  directors  and  officers  of  tije  JMarv- 
land  penitentiary  have  not  only  established  the  fact,  but  have  planned  such  a  system  of  regu- 
lations as  renders  almost  certain  the  attainment  of  similar  results  in  future. 

The  new  wing,  intended  for  solitary  confinement  at  night,  will  afford  the  best  and  only 
means  of  preventing  the  corruption  of  morals  consequent  upon  the  mingling  of  convicts  hi 
cells. 

Other  serious  objections  to  the  present  system  exist  in  the  too  great  freedom  of  intercourse 
jiermitted  to  convicts  while  at  labor.  This,  it  will  be  necessary  to  prohibit,  under  regula- 
tions such  as  have  been  found  effective  in  other  prisons,  and  the  committee  join  their  recom- 
mendations to  those  of  the  late  committee  appointed  b^'  the  Board  to  collect  infonnation  on  the 
subject,  for  the  adoption  of  such  as  will  be  found  suggested  in  their  report,  and  which  are  de- 
rived from  the  excellent  discipline  of  the  prisons  at  Auburn  and  Sing  Sing. 

The  committee  would  further  press  upon  the  Board  the  expediency  of  establishing  a  general 
Sunday  school,  afier  the  model  of  that  at  the  Auburn  prison.  There  is  no  doubt  that  such  an 
institution  might  be  formed,  and  that  it  would  be  undertaken  with  pleasure  by  any  one  of  the 
relioious  associations  of  the  cit}'. 

The  committee  cannot  forbear  congratulating  the  Board  and  the  public  generally,  on  the 
advances  already  made  in  the  State  of  ?Iaryland,  towards  the  perfection  of  a  system  that 
has  so  long  and  seriously  occupied  the  public  attention  3  a  system  that,  from  the  many  abuses 
to  which,  when  ill  understood,  it  gave  birth,  was  believed  inadequate  as  a  punishment,  and 
calculated  rather  to  foster  than  eradicate  the  propensity  to  crime. 

The  plan,  however,  remained  insufficient  to  an  entire  reformation  of  morals,  until,  as  has 
been  exemplified  in  the  state  prisons  of  New  York,  a  total  restriction  of  intercourse  by  day  as 
well  as  at  night  could  be  brought  into  effect.  'J'he  experience  of  those  prisons  has  "afforded 
numerous  instances  of  reformation,  to  prove  that  their  discipline  combines  all  the  advan- 
tages ever  expected  from  the  system,  and  it  is,  perhaps,  as  perfect  as  prison  discipline  can  or 
need  be.  Their  principal  regulations  are  few  and  simple ;  tending,  all,  to  the  maintenance 
of  silence  among  the  convicts,  and,  indirectly,  through  this  medium,  to  the  preservation  of 
order,  security,  and  subordination.  Their  discipline  now  serves  as  a  model  to  all  new 
prisons,  and  is  well  worthy  the  imitation  of  those  of  the  old,  that  can  possibly  be  adapted  to  it? 
reception. 

Respectfully  submitted. 

THOS.  SHEPPARD,  )     Committee  of 
GEO.  KEYSER,  S  Superintendence. 

December  23,  1828. 


To  the  Board  of  Directors  of  the  Maryland  Penitentiary. 

The  committee  appointed  by  the  Board  of  Directors  to  make  the  necessary  provisions  for, 
and  to  superintend  the  erection  of  the  new  building,  submit  to  the  Board  the  following  report 
of  their  proceedings  : — 

The  great  mass  of  the  work  has  already  been  performed,  and,  externally,  the  building  is 
finished.  The  plastering  of  the  interior  is  the  prmcipal  of  what  is  wanting,  to  render  the 
building  complete  5 — the  doors,  fixtures  for  the  galleries,  &c.  being  already  prepared  to  be 
applied  when  the  plasterers,  who  are  now  at  work,  shall  have  finished. 

The  cost  of  the  building,  inclusive  of  the  labor  of  prisoners,  has  been  536,086  42.  The  labor 
of  the  prisoners  amounts,  in  all,  to  56;071  50,  of  which  55.216  25  belongs  to  tlie  year  ending 
SOtli  November. 

H  2 
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The  plan  suggested  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Dwight,  of  subslilutin^  for  floors  in  the  upper  s(orie<;, 
small  galleries  before  each  range  of  cells,  and  which  was  auopled  by  ihe  Board  at  an  early 
stage  of  the  building,  possesses  many  obvious  advantages  over  the  original  design.  The  gal- 
leries, by  leaving  a  considerable  vacancy  in  the  centre  of  the  hall  extending  to  the  roof,  will 
enable  the  guard  in  the  lower  story  to  observe,  at  tlie  same  time,  the  door  of  every  cell ;  by 
Ups  means,  rendering  the  escape  of  any  convict  impossible.  Light  and  heat  may  be  applied 
with  a  considerable  saving  of  expense,' and  ventilation  will  encounter  no  obstruction. 
Respectfully  submitted. 

GEORGE  KEYSER,)   r  •,,•  , 
THOS.  SHEPPARD.  C  f"''^!^ 
JAMES  MOSHER,      '^^ommiUee. 
December  23,  1828. 


Extracts  from  the  First  Report  of  the  Board  of  Managers  of  the  House  of  Refuge 
in  Philadelphia. 

The  first  object  to  which  the  Managers  directed  their  attention,  was  the  erection  of  a  suit- 
able building.  It  would  have  afforded  but  an  imperfect  experiment  to  exhibit  the  discipline 
of  such  an  institution,  without  the  peculiar  accommodations  which  the  whole  scheme  contem- 
plates. Confinement  without  the  appearance  or  ihe  reality  of  punishment — entire  separation 
from  all  descriptions  of  adult  offenders — the  union  of  labor,  education  and  reasonable  amuse- 
ment within  the  same  walls— entire  solitude  during  "he  night,  and  cautious  superintendence 
both  by  night  and  day,  convenient  arrangements  for  the  officers  of  the  establishment,  were  all 
to  be  combined.  Had  a  temporary  edifice  l)een  resorted  to,  which  would  have  caused  the 
omission  of  anv  one  of  these  requisites,  success  might  not  have  attended  the  experiment;  and 
the  result  would  perhaps  have  been  ascribed  to  deficiencies  in  the  system,  and  not  in  the  man- 
ner of  its  execution. 

The  building  committee  made  their  final  report,  and  were  discharged  on  the  3d  of  April. 
The  total  amount  of  their  expenditure,  which,  it  is  believed,  was  conducted  with  scrupulous 
precision  and  economy,  is  538,025  IG.  The  main  edifice  is  92  feet  in  length.  Its  centre 
contains  convenient  apartments  fcr  a  library,  and  for  the  use  of  the  manao:ers  and  the  families 
of  the  officers  of  the  institution.  The  wings,  which  are  of  consequence  thus  entirely  separate 
from  each  oilier,  comprise  the  respective  dormitories  of  the  male  and  female  pupils,  and  their 
several  spacious  halls  for  schools.  Each  lodging  room,  of  which  there  are  eighiy-six  in  either 
win«^,  is  calculated  for  entire  solitude,  being  7  leet  in  length,  and  -l-  feet  in  breadth,  furnished 
only^wiih  a  small  bedstead  and  shelf;  but  well  lighted  and  ventilated,  and  exposed  at  all  times 
to  absolute  superintendence  and  inspection.  Wo'rk shops  are  constructed  in  the  extensive  area, 
which  is  surrounded  by  a  lofty  wall.  The  kitchen  apartments  are  arranged  in  the  rear  of  the 
centre  building.  Infirmaries  are  provided  with  a  view  to  such  a  location  as  will  secure  quiet 
to  the  sick,  and  remove  the  healthy  from  the  danger  of  contagion.  A  chapel  of  moderate  di- 
mensions is  constructed,  so  as  to  keep  the  dilTerenl  sexes  fi  cm  conversation,  and  even  from  see- 
ing each  other. 

"Having  sufficiently  advanced  the  work  to  exhibit  it  to  the  public  and  to  receive  pupils,  the 
establishment  was  formally  opened  on  the  29di  of  November,  1828,  by  an  address  from  the 
President  of  the  institution."  delivered  to  a  large  assembly.  Three  thousand  copies  of  the  ad- 
dress were  published,  and  have  been  widely  disseminated. 

On  the  eighth  of  December,  the  first  subject  was  introduced  to  the  discipline  of  the 
house. 

Believing  that  the  precise  character  of  the  institution  was  not  distinctly  undei-stood,  'he 
managers  took  occasion  to  invite  the  different  magistrates  of  the  city  and  county  of  Philadel- 
phia to  a  meeting  at  the  house.  They  attended  to  a  considerable  number,  and  were  conducted 
through  every  part  of  the  establishment.  They  were  convinced  that  the  whole  system  was  the 
reverse  of  that  which  prevails  in  prisons — the  object  being  to  avoid  contamination  and  infamy, 
to  prevent  crime,  to  inform  the  ignorant,  to  support  the  friendless  and  forsaken,  and  to  quality 
all  to  maintain  themselves  by  vnlucus  industrv,  and  to  enter  the  world  with  a  knowledge  of 
what  is  right,  and  a  capacity"  to  pursue  the  patli  of  rectitude. 

A  most  successful  appeal  was  made  to  the  liberality  of  the  booksellers,  in  order  to  provide 
a  suitable  library.  An  hundred  maps  and  seventeen  hundred  volumes  were  speedily 
bestowed. 

A  code  of  laws,  or  system  of  rules  and  regulations,  has  been  prepared  and  printed,  and,  to- 
gether with  the  acts  of  assembly  relating  to  the  institution,  hcis  been  widely  circulated  for  gen- 
eral and  accurate  information. 

There  are  now  eighty  in  the  institution,  viz. — fifty-seven  boys,  and  twenty-three  girls. 
Tbe  former  are  employed  in  book-bindbg,  basket-making  and  wicker-works,  shoemaking, 
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tailoring,  and  carpenters'  work.  The  latter  in  sewing,  washing,  ironing,  mendinff,  cooking, 
and  hoasework  g^enerally.  A  description  of  the  course  of  emplo^-ment  for  a  single  day  will 
ser\-e  to  show  the  general  habits  and  occupations  of  the  place. 

The  bell  rings  at  a  quarter  before  5  o'clock  in  the  morning. 

At  5  o'clock,  the  dormitories  are  opened ;  and  the  boys,  after  washing  and  combing,  assem- 
ble in  the  hall  for  morning  worship.  Their  school  exercises  next  commence,  and  continue  till 
7  o'clock,  when  they  breakfast.  At  half-past  7  they  go  to  work,  and  continue  at  work  until 
12,  which  is  the  time  of  dining.  After  finishing  their  dinner,  they  hear  a  lesson  or  lecture  oa 
some  useful,  moral  or  scientific  subject,  until  one  o'clock.  From  one  until  five,  when  they  go 
to  supper,  they  are  engaged  at  their  respective  emplovTnents.  If  the  work  be  done  within  the 
allotted  time— half  an  hour  is  allowed  for  recreation  and  play.  School  begins  at  half-past  five, 
and  they  remain  there  until  a  quarter  l^efore  eight,  when,  afler  evening  prayers,  they  retire  to 
rest,  and  the  dormitories  arc  ail  safely  locked.  With  some  slight  veuiations,  the  occupations 
and  duties  of  the  females  are  conducted  in  a  like  manner. 

The  mechanics  who  employ  the  boys,  allow  for  their  daily  labor,  of  eight  working  hours,  12^ 
cents  each ;  a  sum  Eiltogether  inadequate  to  the  discharge  of  the  share  of  expense  which  would 
fall  to  each  individual. 

It  will  be  recollected,  that  the  \-iewsof  the  Legislature,  in  promoting  this  institution,  were 
not  confined  to  any  particular  place,  but  embraced  the  probable  wants  of  the  whole  Common- 
wealth. The  house  is  open  for  the  reception,  not  only  of  the  idle  and  deserted  of  the  neigh- 
borhood, but  of  any  part  of  Pennsylvania. 

Amon^  the  provisions  made  for  religious  instruction,  the  clergy  of  the  different  denomina- 
tions of  Christians  will  be  invited  to  officiate  in  the  chapel,  on  the  first  day  of  the  week,  and  a 
constant  succession  of  pious  and  edifying  counsel  from  men  of  talents  and  virtue,  may  be  cal- 
culated on.  and  will  be  productive,  it"  is  hoped.,  of  the  happiest  effects. 

Experience  has  already  satisfied  all  those  who  have  been  engaged  in  the  cares  of  the  estab- 
lishment, of  the  importance  of  commencing  the  work  of  reformation  and  instruction  at  an  eeurly 
age. 

Could  a  selection  be  made,  it  is  believed  that  more  substantial  benefit  would  arise,  from  re- 
ceiving those  only  who  are  under  sixteen  years  of  a^e. 

That  ^ood  efiects  have  already  flowed  from  the  exertions  that  have  been  made,  will 
sufl5cient]y  appear  by  an  extract  "from  tlie  communication  lately  received  from  the  acting 
superintendent. 

'■'  The  state  of  the  subjects,  considering  the  shortness  of  the  time  which  many  and  even  all 
have  been  in  the  institution,  is  of  the  most  encouraging  kind.  The  bo\-s  are  generally  atten- 
tive to  their  studies  and  to  their  work  ;  and  their  general  deportment  is'  such  els  would,  in  any 
situation,  procure  for  many  of  them,  the  appellation  of  good  boys.  Some,  who  were  the  most 
obstinate  and  intractable  when  they  came  among  us,  are  now  amon^  the  most  attentive  and 
industrious.  Their  behavior,  in  many  respects,  has  been  commendable ;  and,  what  is  of  great 
importance  in  any  community,  quarrelling,  fighting,  and  most  kinds  of  \-icious  conduct,  seems 
to  oe  quite  unpopular  among  them.  When  a  boy  has  committed  a  fault,  there  seems  to  be  a 
kind  of  general  feeling,  that  he  deser\-es  and  ought  to  receive  punishment.  The  writer  has 
never  found  a  smaller  degree  of  obstinacy  than  among  those  who  are  here ;  and  he  has  become 
more  confirmed  in  the  opinion,  that  care  "and  attention,  together  with  some  encouragement  to 
do  well,  will  save  many  who  would  otherwise  be  sooner  or  later  immured  in  some  of  our  pris- 
ons, and  become  worse  than  lost  to  society.'' 

THOMAS  ASTLEY,  Chairman,  pro  tern. 
Attested.— JAMES  J.  BARCLAY,  Sec'ry. 

April  28,  1829. 

Note.  For  this  admirable  institution  Frederick  Kohse.  by  his  late  icill,  left  |;  100,000 .—Ed. 


CORRESPONDENCE.— HOUSE  OF  REFUGE. 

My  dear  Sir,— The  Honse  of  Refuge  could  not  fail  to  receive  ample  contribntions  from  the  public, 
were  it  possible  to  extend  generally  the  same  strong  conviction  of  its  great  utility  and  importance 
which  is  hourly  confirmed  in  those  who  are  practically  engaged  in  administering  the  crimrnaMaw. 

Your  institution  is  as  yet  so  newly  established,  that  it  would  be  unsafe  positively  to  assert  great 
benefit  to  have  been  already  attained.  I  cannot,  however,  avoid  expressing  the  opinion  that  much 
good  is  even  now  discernible.  The  courts  of  criminal  jurisdiction  which  convene  in  this  city— the 
Oyer  and  Terminer,  the  Quarter  Sessions,  and  the  Mayor's  court — have,  within  the  last  five  months, 
fallen  far  short  in  the  number  of  offenders  usually  arraigned  before  them  ;  and  it  could  not  but  gratify, 
as  well  the  officers  of  justice  as  the  public,  to  observe  that  no  white  children,  and  but  few  of  any 
color,  appeared  at  the  bars.  A  portion  of  these  effects  may  be  accidental  and  temporary ;  but  I 
know  also  a  large  portion  of  them  to  be  caused  directly  by  the  House  of  Refuge,  and  they  are  un- 
doubtedly its  just  and  legitimate  consequences.  When  aware,  indeed,  from  repeated  observation,  how 
essential  in  the  perpetration  of  crime,  is  the  machinery  of  juvenile  agents — how  dependent  the  branded 
veterans  are  upon  their  unscathed  pupils  and  puppets,  I  cannot  easSy  exaggerate  the  remedial  opera- 
tion of  your  society. 

It  is  much  to  be  regretted  that  the  managers  have  not  been  able  to  receive  colored  delinquents — an 
inability,  I  trust,  a  liberal  public  will  not  allow  to  continue  long.  The  proportion  of  blacks  over  th« 
whites,  in  the  courts,  during  the  period  to  which  I  have  adverted,  was  unusually  large.  Could  your 
accommodations  be  extendwl  as  far  as  is  designed,  many  most  fit  objects  from  this  imfortunate  clasa 
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would  be  sent  to  you,  and  the  acknowledged  improvement  in  our  moral  condition  proceed  with  addi- 
tional rapidity.     I  am,  dear  sir,  very  truly  your  friend  and  servant, 

G.  M.  DALLAS. 
James  J.  Barclay,  Esq.,  Sec'ry.  tothe  House  of  Refuge. 

Philadelphia,  March  29,  1829. 

Dea)-  Sir, — In  compliance  with  your  request,  and  as  Prosecuting  Attorney  for  the  Mayor's  court  of 
this  city,  I  cheerfully  communicate  to  you  the  fact  of  the  diminution  in  that  court  of  prosecutions 
against  children,  since  the  establishment  of  the  House  of  Refuge. 

All  men  whose  business  has  led  them  often  to  our  criminal  courts,  have  too  long  seen  there  the  fre- 
quent spectacle  of  children  brought  from  prison  and  arraigned  for  offences,  which,  though  sure  to  be 
proved,  the  court,  from  the  infant  size  and  infant  years  of  the  culprit,  forbore  to  convict  them  of.  The 
law  forgave  and  released  them,  and  humanity  led  them  to  some  home,  in  the  charitable  hope  of  their 
reformation.  Yet,  sometimes,  even  by  the  sitting  of  the  next  court,  these  young  offenders  were  seen 
again  arraigned  for  similar  and  repeated  crimes.  For  two  years  since  the  last  autumn,  to  which  the 
present  observation  refers,  the  instances  exhibited  in  the  Mayor's  court  of  such  prosecutions  were  fre- 
quent and  almost  surprising.  During  each  recess  of  the  court,  several  of  these  pitiable  children  were 
discharged  ;  and  at  each  of  its  sessions  they  were  seen  in  groups,  or  along  with  men,  jointly  charged 
with  crime.  When  recognised  and  deemed  incorrigible,  they  were  convicted  and  sent  to  the  common 
jail,  there  of  course  to  be  schooled  and  matured  in  vice — whilst  the  wish  for  someotherand  better  place 
to  send  them  was  always  felt  and  publicly  expressed. 

I  am  happy,  however,  to  state,  that  at  the  last  December  session  of  the  court,  this  evil  was  percepti- 
bly abated.  There  was  then  but  o?ie  instance  of  such  criminality  among  the  prisoners  ;  and  his  youth 
suggesting  for  him  the  interposition  of  the  court,  he  was  sent  by  its  judgment  to  the  House  of  Refuge 
the:i  recently  established.  During  the  late  (March)  session  of  the  court,  not  one  occasion  was  present- 
ed for  a  similar  interposition.  It  is  not  asserted  that  children  have  ceased  to  commit  crimes  ;  but  from 
what  I  have  stated,  it  may  fairly  be  inferred  that  the  power  lately  given  to,  and  exercised  by  magis- 
trates, to  send  youthful  delinquents  in  early  states  of  prosecution  to  the  House  of  Refuge,  has  caused 
their  manifest  decrease  in  our  prisons  and  our  courts. 

I  am,  dear  sir,  very  respectfully  yours,  S.  RUSH. 

James  J.  Barclay,  Esq.,  Sec'ry.,  &.c. 


A    TABLE    SHOWING    THE    AGE    OF    CONVICTS 

IN    DIFFERENT    PRISONS. 
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PRISONS. 

^?3 

§1 

1' 

^1 

■2  » 

si 
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Massachusetts  State  Prison,     .... 

29 

131 

75 

34 

13 

8 

Connecticut  State  Prison, 

24 

78 

14 

9 

5 

2 

2 

Auburn  Prison, 

50 

295 

150 

47 

23 

6 

A  TABLE  SHOWING  THE  WHOLE  NUMBER,  &C. 

IN  DIFFERENT  PRISONS. 

PRISONS. 

TIME    WHEN. 

i 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

•1 

Mass.  State  Prison,*     . 

September  30, 1828, 
Received  during  the  year, 

290 
104 

242 

48 

2 

4 

14 

81 

Conn.  State  Prison,  .     . 

March  31,  1829, 

134 

98 

5 

30 

1 

3 

25 

Auburn  Prison,    .     .     . 

December  31,  1828, 

570 

about 

497 

10 

51 

11 

9 

76 

44 

Sing  Sing  Prison,     .     . 

500 

16 

Baltimore  Penitentiary, 

Year  ending  Nov.  1828, 
Received  during  the  year. 

329 
99 

32 

55 

12 

4 

20 

51 

*  Massachusetts  State  Prison,  June,  1829.  Whole  number  of  prisoners,  265 — of  whom  51,  second 
time  -,  25,  third  time ;  2,  fourth  time  ;  3,  fifth  time  •,  total,  81,  two  or  more  times  ;  of  whom  47  received 
their  last  sentence  in  Boston  or  Cambridge.  About  a  quarter  part  of  all  who  have  been  discharged 
have  returned  :  of  those  pardoned,  one  in  Hi,  in  23  years.  Average  received  annually  for  23  years, 
0*;  do.  do.  discharged  annually,  by  expiration  of  sentence,  63  ;  do.  do.  pardoned  annually,  16  ;  do.  do. 
<ncd  annually,  5.  Average  received  for  9  years  past,  90  j  do.  do.  discharged  by  expiration  of  sentence^ 
n^  5  do,  do.  pardoned,  17 }  do.  do.  died,  5. 
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ABSTRACT  CONTINUED. 


]t20|lb21  lc22  1&2:}  1^24  lr,2r 


Number  of  prisoners  at  the  close 
oftlieyear, 

Time  expired  and  discharged, 

Discharged  by  the  court,     .     .     . 

Pardoned,      

Died, 

Committed, .     . 

Escaped,   

Number  of  females,    .    *     .     .     . 

Number  of  colored, 

White  foreigners, 

Second  time, 

Third        '^  

Fourth      ''  

Fifth         "         

Days  lost  in  the  Hospital,  .  .  . 
"        "    by  invalids,      .... 

Days  lost  by  solitary  under  sen- 
tence,     

Days  lost  by  solitary  for  misde- 
meanors,     


308 

282 

72 

72 

25 

32 

G 

5 

71 

87 

5 

12 

G 

47 

41 

41) 

51 

C4 

5(i 

10 

10 

5 

7 

1 

1 

75G0 

81 5G 

5455 

G0C2 

779 

8£7 

1908 

nil 

G9 

14 

10 
101 

1 


3(8 
IG 

G 

G 

107 

4 

4G 

58 


2!~8 
80 


314 

GO 

G 

13 

1 

9G 

1 
50 
GO 


82(i  1827  1828 


313 
Gl 


2^0 
78 

27 

1 
80 


2S0 

77 

14 
4 

104 
2 


CRIMES  OF  CONVICTS  IN  THE  MASSACHUSETTS  STATE  PRISON, 
FROM  1820  TO  1828,  INCLUSIVE. 


CRIMES. 

Stealing,  shop  lifting,  &-c.  .     . 

Counterfeit  money, 

Burglary, 

Forgery,    

Robbery, 

Arson, 

Assault, 

Attempt  to  rape, 

Adultery,  &c 

Attempt  to  murder, 

Conspiracy, 

Manslaughter, 

Bestiality, 

Fraud, 

Maiming  cattle, 

Perjury, 

Robbing  bank, 

Common  cheat, 

Common  thief, 

Assault  and  battery, 

Murder  committed, 

Attempt  to  rescue  convicts,  .  . 
Open  and  gross  lewdness,   .     .     . 

Horse  stealing, 

Maiming,        

Receiving  stolen  goods,  .  .  . 
Escape  from  House  of  Correction, 
Conspiracy  to  defraud,  .  .  .  , 
Accessory  to  thieving,     .     .     .     , 

28* 


1820 

1821 

1822 

18-23 

1824 

1825 

244 

207 

230 

222 

191 

IG 

13 

22 

2G 

35 

19 

17 

15 

IG 

IG 
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8 

11 

11 

3 

3 

5 

4 

2 

5 

7 

8 

5 

G 
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4 

3 

4 

5 

/ 

7 

11 

3 
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1 

1 

G 

G 
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9 
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2 

1 

1 

.1 

1 

1 

3 

3 

1 

1 

1 
1 

1 

3 

8 

2 
o 

2 

2 
1 
1 
1 

I82( 


If  2 
30 
17 

8 
1 
G 

IC 

10 


lt27  k28 


180 

2:^ 

IG 

7 

1 

2 
10 

3 
11 


186 

18 

18 

9 

1 

4 

3 

7 

3 

10 


1 

20 
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A    TABLE    SHOWING    THE    NATIVITY    OF    CONVICTS    IN    DIFFERENT   PRISONS. 


Connecticut, 
New  York,    . 
Massachusetts, 
Rhode  Island, 
New  Jersey,  . 
Ireland,      .     . 
England,  .     . 
Delaware, 
Maine,       .     . 
West  Indies, 
Scotland,   .     . 
Portugal,  .     . 
Canada,     .     . 


New  Hampshire,  . 
Africa,  .... 
Maryland,  ,  .  . 
Pennsylvania,  .  . 
Virginia,  .... 
District  of  Columbia, 

Brazil, 

Vermont,  .... 
France,  .... 
Nova  Scotia,  .  . 
South  Carolina, 
New  Orleans,  .  . 
Holland,    .... 


A    TABLE    SHOWING    THE    CRIMES    OF    CONVICTS    IN    DIFFERENT    PRISONS. 


CRIMES. 


Arson,  

Bigamy, 

Attempt  to  poison,  or  doing  it 
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CONSTITUTION 


^viuon  Bi^tipUnt  Sotfrtg. 


Article  1.     This  Society  shall  be  called  the  Prison  Discipline  Society 

Art.  2.  It  shall  be  the  object  of  this  Society  to  promote  the  improvemeni  of 
Public  Prisons. 

Art.  3.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  this  Society  to  take  measures  for  effecting  the 
formation  of  one  or  more  Prison  Discipline  Societies  in  each  of  the  United  States, 
and  to  co-operate  with  all  such  Societies  in  accomplishing  the  object  specified  in 
the  second  article  of  this  Constitution. 

Art,  4.  Any  Society,  having  the  same  object  in  view,  which  shall  become 
auxiUary  to  this,  and  shall  contribute  to  its  funds,  shall  thereby  secure  for  the 
Prisons,  in  the  State  where  such  Society  is  located,  special  attention  from  this  So- 
ciety. 

Art.  5.     Each  subscriber  of  two  dollars,  annually,  shall  be  a  Member. 

Art.  6.  Each  subscriber  of  thirty  dollars,  at  one  time,  shall  be  a  Member  for 
Life. 

Art.  7.     Each  subscriber  often  dollars,  annually,  shall  be  a  Director. 

Art.  8.  Each  subscriber  of  one  hundred  dollars,  or  who  shall  by  one  additional 
payment  increase  his  original  subscription  to  one  hundred  dollars,  shall  be  a  Di- 
rector for  Life. 

Art.  9.  The  Officers  of  this  Society  shall  be  a  President,  as  many  Vice-Presi- 
dents as  shall  be  deemed  expedient,  a  Treasurer,  and  a  Secretary,  to  be  chosen  an- 
nually, and  a  Board  of  Managers,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  conduct  the  business  of 
the  Society.  This  Board  shall  consist  of  six  clergymen  and  six  laymen,  of  whom 
cine  shall  reside  in  the  city  of  Boston,  and  five  shall  constitute  a  quorum. 

Every  Minister  of  the  Gospel,  who  is  a  Member  of  this  Society,  shall  be  entitled 
to  meet  and  deliberate  with  the  Board  of  Managers. 

The  Managers  shall  call  special  meetings  of  the  Society,  and  fill  such  vacancies 
as  may  occur,  by  death  or  otherwise,  in  their  own  Board. 

Art.  10.  The  President,  Vice-Presidents,  Treasurer,  and  Secretary,  shall  be, 
ex  officio,  Members  of  the  Board  of  Managers. 

Art.  11.  Directors  shall  be  entitled  to  meet  and  vote  at  all  meetings  of  the 
Board  of  Managers. 

Art.  12.  The  annual  meetings  of  this  Society  shall  be  held  in  Boston,  on  tlie 
week  of  the  General  Election,  when,  besides  choosing  the  officers  as  specified  in 
the  ninth  article,  the  accounts  of  the  Treasurer  shall  be  presented,  and  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  foregoing  year  reported. 

Art.  13.  The  Managers  shall  meet  at  such  time  and  place,  in  the  city  of  Bos- 
ton, as  they  shall  appoint. 

Art.  14.  At  the  meetings  of  the  Society,  and  of  the  Managers,  the  President, 
or,  in  his  absence,  the  Vice-President  first  on  the  list  then  present,  and  in  the  ab- 
sence of  the  President  and  of  all  the  Vice-Presidents,  such  Member  as  shall  be  ap- 
pointed for  that  purpose,  shall  preside. 

Art.  15.  The  Secretary,  in  concurrence  with  two  of  the  Managers,  or,  in  the 
absence  of  the  Secretary,  any  three  of  the  Managers,  may  call  special  meetings  of 
the  Board. 

Art,  16.  The  minutes  of  every  meeting  shall  be  signed  by  the  Chairman  or 
Secretary. 

Art.  17,  The  Managers  shall  have  the  power  of  appointing  such  persons  as 
have  rendered  essential  services  to  the  Society  cither  Members  for  Life  or  Direc- 
tors for  Life, 

Art.  18.  No  alteration  shall  be  made  in  this  Constitution  except  by  the  Socie- 
ty, at  an  annual  meeting,  on  the  recommendation  of  the  Board  of  Managers. 


ANNUAL  MEETING. 


The  Society  held  its  Fifth  Annual  Meeting,  in  the  upper  Vestry  of 
Park  Street  Church,  on  Thursday,  May  27,  1830. 

The  Rev.  William  Jenks,  one  of  the  Vice-Presidents,  took  the 
chair,  and  opened  the  meeting  with  prayer. 

The  Treasurer,  Mr.  Charles  Cleveland,  read  his  Report,  and 
the  certificate  of  its  correctness,  by  the  Auditors,  Mr.  William  G. 
Lambert,  and  Mr.  Charles  Stoddard.  The  Report  of  the  Treas- 
urer was  accepted. 

The  Officers  for  the  ensuing  year  were  then  elected,  and  the  Socie^ 
ty  adjourned,  to  meet  in  the  Church,  at  9  o'clock,  on  Friday  morning, 
to  hear  the  Report  of  the  Managers,  and  Addresses. 

The  Society  met  according  to  adjournment.  John  Tappan,  Esq., 
one  of  the  Vice-Presidents,  took  the  chair ;  and,  at  his  request,  the 
Rev.  Dr.  Jenks  addressed  the  Throne  of  Grace. 

An  abstract  of  the  Report  was  then  read  by  the  Secretary. 

On  motion  of  the  Rev.  George  Allen,  of  Shrewsbury,  seconded  by 
the  Rev.  Jonathan  Greenleaf,  of  Boston, 

Resolved,  That  the  Report  which  has  now  been  read,  be  accepted,  and  re- 
ferred to  the  Managers  to  be  printed. 

On  juotion  of  the  Rev.  Beriah  Green,  of  Kennebunk,  Me.,  seconded 
by  the  Rev.  Prof  Smith,  of  the  Theologiccd  Seminary  at  Bangor, 

Resolved,  That  we  regard  the  influence  of  the  Christian  rehgion  as  in  the 
highest  degree  promotive  of  the  object  of  the  Prison  Disciphne  Society. 

On  motion  of  the  Rev.  Jared  Curtis,  Chaplain  of  the  3Ims.  State  Pris- 
on, seconded  by  the  Rev.  James  D.  Knowles,  of  the  Second  Baptist 
Church,  Boston, 

Resolved,  That  the  object  of  the  Prison  Discipline  Society  is  not  a  forlorn 
hope. 

Messrs.  Allen,  Green  and  Curtis  addressed  the  meeting:. 


ANNUAL  REPORT. 


The  Managers  of  the  Prison  Discipline  Society,  in  presenting 
their  Fifth  Annual  Report,  acknowledge,  with  gratitude,  the  con- 
tinued smiles  of  Providence.  At  the  same  time,  they  record,  with  sor- 
row for  their  own  loss,  but  with  gratitude  for  what  they  believe  to  have 
been  his  gain,  the  death  of  their  venerable  President,  George  Bliss. 
He  occupied,  last  year,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  seat  which  you  now  occupy. 
By  his  spirit  of  counsel  and  wisdom,  as  well  as  by  his  bodily  presence, 
which  was  venerable  for  purity  and  age,  we  were  then  sustained.  But 
the  place  which  then  knew  him  will  know  him  no  more.  He  has  gone, 
never  to  return  and  visit  us  again.  He  has  gone  to  the  retributions  of 
eternity,  to  receive  according  to  the  deeds  done  in  the  body.  We  be- 
lieve his  soul  is  in  heaven ;  because,  while  on  earth,  he  was  esteemed  a 
just  man,  who  feared  God.  Few  men,  whom  we  have  known,  exhibit- 
ed stronger  evidence,  in  person  and  life,  of  meekness  and  truth,  justice 
and  temperance,  repentance  and  faith.  We  think,  therefore,  that  it  may 
be  said  with  reference  to  him :  "  Blessed  are  the  dead,  icho  die  in  the 
Lord:''  "Blessed  are  the  pure  in  heart,  for  they  shall  see  God."  If 
we  live  to  his  age,  and  imitate  him  as  far  as  he  imitated  Christ ;  if  we 
are  the  occasion  of  as  few  offences,  and  do  as  much  good  ;  if  we  so  re- 
pent of  our  sins,  and  believe  in  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  we  hope  that  we, 
too,  shall  be  blessed  of  him  "  loho  gave  himself  for  us ;"  "  loho  loved  us, 
and  washed  us  from  our  sins  in  his  own  blood;"  who  was  "  sent  to  pro- 
claim liberty  to  the  captives,  and  the  opening  of  the  Prison  to  them  that 
are  bound:"  "to  him  be  glory  and  dominion  for  ever  and  ever" 

W^ith  this  brief  introduction,  we  proceed  to  state 

The  Progress  of  the  Reform  in  Prisons  during  the  last  Year. 

Sabbath  School  in  the  Maine  Prison. — A  Sabbath  School  was  organ 
ized  in  the  State  Prison  at  Tliomaston,  Maine.  The  Warden  of  the 
Prison,  in  a  letter  dated  April  20,  1830,  says  :  "  The  Legislature,  at  the 
last  session,  appropriated  $75  to  purchase  books  for  its  use  ;  and,  at  the 
same  time,  an  addition  was  made  of  $50,  per  annum,  to  the  salary  of  the 
Chaplam,  who  is  required  to  attend  to  the  Sabbath  School.  The  success 
attending  it  is  apparent;  the  convicts  become  more  industrious  and 
obedient ;  and  I  am  in  hopes,  by  divine  assistance,  (without  which  all  our 
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efforts  will  be  ineffectual,)  that  a  different  result  than  formerly  will  be  pro- 
duced in  the  morals  and  deportment  of  the  convicts." 

New  Prison  in  Vermont. — The  Legislature  of  Vermont,  at  the  last 
session,  provided  for  the  erection  of  a  New  Prison  at  Windsor,  on  the 
general  plan  of  those  at  Auburn,  N.  Y.,  and  Wethersfield,  Conn.  A 
letter  from  the  Warden,  dated  May  5,  says :  "  The  New  Prison  was 
commenced  the  first  week  in  April.  It  will  contain  136  cells.  We 
shall  probably  have  the  walls  up  and  the  roof  on  the  present  season." 
Towards  the  accomplishment  of  this  object,  an  agent  of  the  Prison  Dis- 
cipline Society,  at  the  request  of  the  Warden  of  the  Prison,  visited  Mont- 
pelier,  during  the  session  of  the  Legislature,  and  at  the  request  of  the 
Governor,  urged  the  importance  of  the  measure  upon  the  members  of 
both  branches  of  the  Legislature,  in  joint  meeting  in  the  Representa- 
tives' chamber,  by  a  disclosure  of  many  appalling  facts  from  the  interi- 
or of  Prisons,  showing  the  necessity,  in  all  such  establishments,  of  solita- 
ry dormitories.  A  law  was  passed  within  a  fortnight,  with  almost  entire 
unanimity,  in  favor  of  the  measure. 

Reform  in  the  Prison  at  Charlestown,  Mass. — In  Massachusetts,  the 
Nev/  Prison  was  finished  and  occupied  during  the  last  year.  A  compe- 
tent witness,  on  the  spot,  says,  a  greater  change  was  produced  in  the 
behavior  of  the  convicts,  in  a  few  weeks  after  they  entered  the  solitude 
of  the  New  Prison,  than  had  been  produced  by  the  combined  influence 
of  all  the  causes  which  had  been  brought  to  bear  upon  it  during  the 
preceding  year  and  a  half 

Soon  after  the  new  building  containing  the  dormitories  was  complet- 
ed, a  small  building,  containing  an  apartment  for  the  accommodation  of 
a  Sabbath  School,  was  erected,  where  about  fifty  convicts  of  the  young- 
er class  are  instructed,  on  the  Sabbath,  under  the  immediate  superin- 
tendence of  the  Chaplain. 

The  Legislature,  at  the  last  session,  having  witnessed  the  progressive 
improvement  in  this  Institution,  authorized  the  erection  of  a  new  chap- 
el. This  chapel  was  commenced  in  April,  and  finished,  and  dedicated 
to  the  service  of  Almighty  God,  in  May.  It  is  a  very  convenient,  eco- 
nomical, and  pleasant  place  of  worship. 

These  improvements  in  the  buildings  at  Charlestown  are  not  more 
worthy  of  notice  than  the  improvement  in  discipline.  This  will  be  ap- 
parent from  a  brief  statement  of  facts  concerning  it,  arranged  according 
to  the  division  of  time.  From  the  locking  up  at  night  till  morning  light, 
all  the  convicts,  except  an  average  of  about  five  in  the  hospital,  are  in 
the  new  building,  in  separate  cells,  and  in  cells  so  arranged,  that  a  sen- 
tinel, on  duty,  can  preserve  entire  silence  among  three  hundred.  The 
ppace  around  the  cells  being  open  from  the  ground  to  the  roof,  in  front 
of  four  stories  of  cells,  in  a  building  two  hundred  feet  in  length,  furnish- 
es a  perfect  sounding  gallery,  in  which  the  sentinel  is  placed,  who  can 
hear  a  whisper  from  the  most  distant  cell.  He  can  therefore  keep  si- 
lence from  the  time  of  locking  up  at  night  to  the  time  of  unlocking  in 
the  morning,  whicli,  at  some  seasons  of  the  year,  makes  more  than  one 
half  of  all  the  time,  which  is  thus  secured  from  evil  communication 
From  the  time  of  unlocking  in  the  morning,  about  twelve  minutes  are 
occupied,  in  a  military  movement  of  the  convicts,  in  companies  of  thirty- 
eight,  with  an  officer  to  each  company,  in  perfect  silence,  to  their  various 
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places  of  labor.  At  the  end  of  about  twelve  minutes,  it  is  found,  that 
there  is  a  place  for  every  man,  and  every  man  in  his  place.  This  is  jis 
true  of  the  officers  as  of  the  convicts.  If  an  officer  has  occasion  to  leave 
his  place,  the  system  requires  that  a  substitute  be  called.  If  a  convict 
has  occasion  to  leave  his  place,  there  is  a  token  provided  for  each  shop, 
or  for  a  given  number  of  men,  so  that  from  this  shop  or  number  only  one 
convict  can  leave  his  place  at  a  time.  The  consequence  is,  that,  with  the 
exception  of  those  who  have  the  tokens  in  their  hands,  any  officer  of  the 
Institution  may  be  certain  of  finding,  during  the  hours  of  labor,  a  place  for 
every  man,  and  every  man  in  his  place.  There  is,  however,  a  class  of 
men,  consisting  of  ten  or  twelve,  called  runners  and  lumpers,  whose  du- 
ty consists  in  moving  about  the  yard.  But  even  their  movements  are  in 
silence  and  order.  Consequently,  during  the  hours  of  labor,  the  convicts 
are  never  seen  moving  about  the  yard,  promiscuously,  or  assembled  in  lit- 
tle groups,  in  some  hiding-places  of  mischief,  or  even  two  and  two  in 
common  conversation.  All  is  order  and  silence,  except  the  busy  hum 
of  industry,  during  the  hours  of  labor. 

The  hours  of  labor,  in  the  morning,  vary  a  little  with  the  season  of 
the  year,  but  amount  at  this  season  to  nearly  two  hours,  from  the  time 
of  unlocking  in  the  morning  till  breakfast.  When  the  hour  for  break- 
fast comes,  almost  in  an  instant,  the  convicts  are  all  seen  marching  in 
solid  and  silent  columns,  with  the  lock  step,  under  their  respective  offi- 
cers, from  the  shops  to  the  cells.  On  their  way  to  the  cells,  they  pass 
the  cookery,  where  the  food,  having  been  made  ready,  is  handed  to  them, 
as  they  pass  along  ;  and  at  the  end  of  about  twelve  minutes,  from  the 
time  of  ringing  the  bell  for  breakfast,  all  the  convicts  are  in  their  cells, 
eating  their  breakfast,  silently  and  alone.  One  officer  only  is  left  in 
charge,  to  preserve  silence  ;  and  the  others  are  as  free  from  solicitude  and 
care,  till  the  hour  for  labor  returns,  as  other  citizens. 

When  the  time  of  labor  again  returns,  which  is  at  the  end  of  about 
twenty-five  minutes,  almost  in  an  instant,  the  whole  body  of  convicts  are 
again  seen  marching  as  before  to  their  places  of  labor.  On  their  way  to 
the  shops,  they  pass  through  the  chapel,  and  attend  prayers.  The  time  from 
breakfast  till  dinner  passes  away  like  the  time  for  labor  before  breakfast, 
all  the  convicts  being  found  in  their  places  industriously  employed,  in  si- 
lence. The  time  assigned  for  dinner  is  filled  up  in  the  same  manner 
as  the  time  assigned  for  breakfast ;  and  the  time  for  labor  in  the  after- 
noon, in  the  same  manner  as  the  time  for  labor  in  the  morning;  and 
when  the  time  for  evening  prayers  has  come,  at  the  ringing  of  the  bell, 
all  the  convicts,  and  all  the  officers  not  on  duty  elsewhere,  are  seen 
marching  to  the  chapel,  where  the  Chaplain  closes  the  day  with  reading 
the  Scriptures  and  prayer.  After  which  the  convicts  march  with  perfect 
silence  and  order  to  their  cells,  taking  their  supper  as  they  pass  along 
In  about  five  and  twenty  minutes  from  the  time  of  leaving  their  labor, 
the  convicts  have  attended  prayers  in  the  chapel,  taken  their  supper, 
marched  to  their  cells  with  their  supper  in  their  hands,  and  are  safely 
locked  up  for  the  night.  This  is  the  history  of  a  day  at  Charlestown  ; 
and  the  history  of  a  day  is  the  history  of  a  year,  with  the  variations  which 
are  made,  on  the  Sabbath,  by  dispensing  with  the  hours  of  labor,  and  sub- 
stituting the  hours  for  instruction  in  the  Sabbath  School,  and  the  hours 
for  public  worshij). 
39 
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We  offer  a  single  remark,  in  regard  to  this  statement,  concerning  the 
discipline  of  the  Prison  at  Charlestown.  It  is  the  Auburn  system  well 
introduced ;  and  what  has  been  done  at  Charlestown  can  be  done  else- 
where. 

If,  now,  the  present  Warden  shall  be  as  successful,  in  the  management 
of  the  Institution,  in  securing  favorable  pecuniary  results,  as  he  has  been 
in  introducing  the  new  discipline,  he  will  show  himself  to  be  an  invalua- 
ble public  officer.  He  merits  and  receives  great  praise  for  what  he  has 
already  done. 

Asylum  for  poor  and  imprisoned  Lunatics. — In  Massachusetts,  there 
is  another  subject  of  no  less  congratulation  to  the  friends  of  this  Society, 
than  the  reform,  in  the  Prison,  at  Charlestown.  The  sufferings  of  poor 
and  imprisoned  Lunatics,  have  been  largely  dwelt  upon,  in  our  tbrmer 
reports.  The  Legislature  of  Massachusetts,  at  the  last  session,  appro- 
priated $30,000  for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a  hospital  for  this  class  of 
persons.  The  location  is  fixed  at  Worcester,  and  Commissioners  are 
appointed  by  the  Governor  and  Council,  to  superintend  the  building.  It 
is  an  act  worthy  of  the  State,  to  make  such  provision  for  poor  and  im- 
prisoned Lunatics,  after  having  previously  made  munificent  provision,  in 
the  Asylum  at  Charlestown,  for  those  who  are  able  to  support  themselves, 
or  whose  friends  are  able  to  support  them. 

Connecticut  State  Prison. — The  .Vew  Prison  at  Wethersfield,  Conn., 
continues  to  sustain  the  high  character  given  to  it,  the  last  year,  in  the 
official  communications  of  the  State  authorities,  which  were  published 
in  our  last  Report.  As  an  example  of  neatness,  order,  quiet  industry, 
mild  and  wholesome  discipline,  faithful  instruction,  economy,  and  pro- 
ductive labor,  it  stands,  at  least,  on  a  level  with  the  Prison  at  Auburn.  In 
one  respect,  it  was  without  a  parallel,  so  far  as  our  knowledge  extends,  in 
the  history  of  Prisons.  The  proceeds  of  labor,  of  an  average  number  of 
about  150  prisoners,  exceeded  the  whole  expense  of  their  support,  in- 
cluding the  salary  of  the  officers,  by  the  sum  of  $5068  94. 

Juvenile  Delinquents  in  Connecticut. — There  is  a  movement,  in  Con- 
necticut, in  behalf  of  Juvenile  Delinquents,  which  is  as  it  should  be. 
The  Governor  has  introduced  the  subject  in  his  message,  and  the  ladies 
in  the  city  of  Hartford  and  in  Fairfield  county,  are  searching  for  this  class 
of  persons,  of  most  tender  age,  in  the  poor  houses,  and  providing  for  them 
suitable  care  and  instruction.  And  a  worthy  mechanic  in  New  Haven 
has  given  his  personal  attention,  for  three  or  four  years,  to  the  children 
in  the  poor-house  in  that  city.  He  formed  a  Sabbath  School  among 
them  ;  he  engaged  to  pay  fifty  dollars  annually  for  preaching  to  the  children 
and  adults ;  he  did  what  he  could  to  procure  places  for  them  as  soon  as 
they  were  old  enough,  when  they  might  be  apprenticed.  The  number 
of  children  was  reduced,  from  nearly  forty,  to  six  or  eight,  and  the  ex- 
penses of  the  town,  for  the  support  of  the  establishment,  from  nearly 
$4000,  annually,  to  a  little  more  than  $1000;  till  the  individual  spok- 
en of  offered  to  be  one  of  three  to  take  the  establishment,  and  free  the 
town  from  all  charge  for  current  expenses.  Thus  an  individual  becomes, 
in  part,  a  House  of  Refuge  for  Juvenile  Delinquents,  in  a  city  contain- 
ing nearly  10,000  inhabitants.  We  mention  these  circumstances,  as 
matter  of  encouragement  and  gratitude  to  the  friends  of  this  Society,  be- 
cause this  individual  assured  an  Agent  of  this  Society,  that  he  was  firs* 
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led  to  reflection,  and  the  discharge  of  duty,  in  this  particular  way,  by 
an  address  which  he  heard  in  New  Haven  on  Prisons.  As  there  was 
no  large  Prison  in  New  Haven,  he  thought  he  would  do  all  the  good  he 
could,  in  the  most  wretched  place  he  could  find,  which  was  the  poor- 
house,  at  that  time  containing  nearly  130  inmates ;  but  since  reduced 
to  about  70.  One  thing  he  did,  besides  attending  to  the  children  ;  he 
took  away  the  poor  Christians,  that  he  found  there,  and  provided  for 
them,  at  his  own  expense,  in  private  families;  and,  after  knowing  the 
blessedness  of  it  some  time  himself,  and  receiving  into  his  own  bosom 
an  hundred  fold  for  all  he  gave  away,  he  went  to  the  churches  to  which 
these  poor  Christians  belonged,  and  told  them,  that  he  was  receiving 
mercies  very  fast,  in  taking  the  poor  of  the  churches  out  of  the  poor- 
house,  and  he  should  be  glad  to  have  them  receive  a  part  of  the  mercies 
by  doing  a  part  of  the  duty  ;  but  if  they  were  unwilling,  he  was  willing  to 
have  his  measure  full,  pressed  down,  shaken  together,  and  running  over. 
Christian  friends,  this  is  not  fiction.  The  name  of  the  individual  will  be 
mentioned  when  he  is  dead.  If  we  approve  of  his  conduct,  let  us  imi- 
tate his  example, 

Extension  of  the  New  System  of  Prison  Discipline  to  Houses  of  Coi'- 
rection. — There  is  still  another  movement,  in  Connecticut,  intimately 
connected  with  the  object  of  this  Society.  At  least  two  of  the  counties 
have  been  engaged  in  preparations  for  building  Houses  of  Correction, 
on  the  general  plan  of  the  Prison  at  Wethersfield,  where  intemperate 
persons,  vagabonds,  pilferers,  and  the  vicious  poor  generally,  may  be 
separated  from  one  another,  and  from  the  world,  restrained  from  vice, 
brought  under  wholesome  discipline  and  instruction,  and  made  to  sup- 
port themselves.  The  Legislature,  in  1829,  authorized  a  tax  in  the 
county  of  Fairfield,  of  $10,000  for  this  object.  We  exceedingly  regret 
to  learn  that  the  Legislature  of  1830  repealed  the  act. 

Valuable  Establishment  on  BlackwelVs  Island. — On  Blackwell's  Isl- 
and, near  New  York,  the  city  is  erecting  an  establishment  on  the  same 
general  plan,  for  the  same  general  purpose.  It  was  in  contemplation  to 
build  not  more  than  270  or  280  separate  dormitories,  and,  in  other  ex- 
tensive buildings,  to  throw  the  space  into  large  apartments,  as  in  the  old 
Aims-House,  where  fifty  or  sixty  obscene,  profane  and  corrupt  persons 
should  be  left  to  themselves  day  and  night.  But,  through  the  direct  in- 
fluence of  this  Society,  the  original  plan  has  been  altered,  and  they  are 
now  proceeding  to  build  as  many  dormitories  as  they  expect  to  have 
vicious  poor  to  send  to  the  Island — a  measure  probably  of  more  conse- 
quence, in  restraining  vice  and  preventing  sin,  than  any  other  one  effected 
by  this  Society's  labors.  The  value  is  inestimable  of  separation,  solitude, 
silence,  order,  cleanliness,  industry,  and  instruction,  in  buildings  well 
constructed  for  the  purpose,  where  the  vicious  and  corrupt  part  of  such 
a  city's  pauper  population,  amounting  to  nearly  two  thousand  souls,  ma/ 
be  provided  for,  instead  of  having  them  crowded  together  in  an  ordinary 
poor-house.  It  is  valuable,  too,  not  merely  in  its  immediate  effects  up- 
on the  city,  but  as  an  example  to  other  cities,  other  counties,  and  oth- 
er states.  The  practical  and  observing  men  in  the  New  York  Alms-Hou  se 
have  had  an  illustration  of  the  value  of  separate  dormitories  for  the 
vicious  poor,  in  the  effects  produced  on  the  female  convicts  now  under 
their  care,  from  the  old  State  Prison  at  Greenwich.     Any  person,  who 
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saw  them  as  they  were  before  their  removal,  in  their  crowded  night 
rooms,  and  who  has  seen  them  as  they  now  are,  and  marked  the  differ- 
ence in  their  apartments,  in  regard  to  order,  neatness,  tranquillity,  and 
a  disposition  to  improve,  has  learned  a  lesson  of  great  value,  if  he  wishes 
to  do  good  to  the  vicious  poor.  This  example  is  not  unheeded  by  those 
who  have  in  charge  the  erection  of  the  extensive  establishment  on  Black- 
well's  Island. 

Prospect  of  the  speedy  Downfall  of  Bridewell. — The  Bridewell  in  the 
city  of  New  York,  that  nuisance,  within  a  stone's  cast  of  the  City  Hall, 
which  has  repeatedly  been  presented  as  a  nuisance,  by  grand  juries, 
and  which  we  have  endeavored,  from  year  to  year,  to  expose  to  public 
abhorrence,  is  at  last  likely  to  come  down.  A  letter  from  Alderman 
Burtis,  dated  May  4,  1830,  whose  cordial  co-operation  in  all  good  designs 
in  this  department  of  benevolence  is  worthy  of  all  praise,  says :  "  I  be- 
lieve our  corporation  will  now  build  a  Bridewell.  The  committee  re- 
quested my  plan.  Knowing  that  you  have  thought  much  on  the  subject, 
will  you  give  me  your  view  of  the  best  plan?"  His  request  has  been 
complied  with ;  and  we  congratulate  all  who  abhor  sin  on  the  prospect 
of  a  new  Bridewell  for  the  city  of  New  York. 

Prison  at  Sing  Sing,  N.  Y. — The  Prison  at  Sing  Sing  has  been  fin- 
ished since  our  last  Report.  It  contains  eight  hundred  cells,  extensive 
shops,  a  convenient  cookery,  hospital,  and  chapel.  The  Legislature  of 
New  York,  at  the  last  session,  authorized  the  addition  of  two  hundred 
cells,  by  adding  another  story  to  the  main  building ;  thus  showing,  what- 
ever may  be  the  number  of  convicts  in  the  State  of  New  York,  the  de- 
termination of  the  Legislature,  that  the  number  of  solitary  cells  shall  be 
greater. 

But  there  are  difficulties,  in  the  Prison  at  Sing  Sing,  with  Mr.  Lynds, 
the  principal  keeper.  The  statement  which  we  give  of  these  unpleasant 
difficulties  is  made  from  a  series  of  letters  written  by  Samuel  M.  Hop- 
kins of  Albany,  one  of  the  three  commissioners  (George  Tibbits  of  Troy, 
and  Stephen  Allen  of  New  York,  being  the  other  two)  appointed  by  the 
Legislature  to  erect  this  Prison.  Mr.  Lynds  received  his  appointment 
from  them.     Mr.  Hopkins  writes  as  follows : 

"  A  year  or  two  since,  we  found  that  rumors  were  beginning  to  circulate  in  the 
vicinity  of  Sing  Sing,  relating  to  cruelty  to  convicts,  and  the  neglect  of  the  sick. 
The  case  first  brought  to  our  ears  was  that  of  a  man  whose  leg  was  shattered  by  a 
powder  blast,  and  who  was  said  to  have  been  left  without  surgical  aid,  until  the 
case  became  incurable ;  and  that  the  man  died  in  consequence.  The  board  of 
commissioners  immediately  set  about  such  examinations  as  might  assure  us,  as  far 
as  possible,  of  the  most  secret  transactions  within  the  prison.  From  time  to  time, 
facts  came  out,  which  proved  neglect  or  misconduct  in  the  head  of  the  establish- 
ment, and  of  which  our  board  thought  it  proper  to  note  their  unanimous  disapproba- 
tion, by  formal  entries  made  in  the  minutes  of  the  proceedings.  Mr.  Lynds  gave 
no  sufficient  explanation  of  the  alleged  misconduct;  and,  in  the  course  of  last  fall,  I 
made  a  formal  motion,  in  our  board,  for  his  removal  from  the  place  of  Agent  and 
Keeper. 

Two  of  us  visited  the  prison  as  soon  as  the  river  was  navigable,  in  April,  and 
we  found  one  prisoner  with  a  foot  which  had  been  so  frozen  that  the  surgeon  then 
expected  that  amputation  would  be  necessary. 

In  the  latter  days  of  May  and  beginning  of  June,  I  was  again,  at  two  different 
times,  at  the  prison ;  once  with  another  of  the  commissioners,  and  once  alone.  It 
appeared  that,  since  our  former  visit,  Mr.  Lynds  had  dismissed  the  Rev.  Mr.  Bar- 
rett, the  Chaplain. 

Our  opinion  of  his  estimable  character  will  appear  from  the  annexed  papers. 
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On  the  16th  of  July,  we  had  another  meeting  at  the  prison,  and  further  testimo- 
ny was  then  taken  on  the  subjects  under  inquiry.  Mr.  Hitchcock,  one  of  the  as- 
sistant keepers,  had  made  a  deposition,  laying  sundry  facts  to  the  charge  of  Mr. 
Lynds.  In  the  course  of  it,  Mr.  Hitchcock  mentions  the  loud  outcry  and  clamor  of 
the  prisoners  for  food,  and  the  orders  given  to  punish  them  for  it,  and  other  instances 
of  personal  cruelty;  also  several  instances  of  supposed  incorrect  conduct  on  Mr. 
Lynds'  part  in  pecuniary  matters;  such  as  going  to  Auburn  on  private  business,  and 
charging  the  public  his  expenses;  putting  in  his  own  pocket  part  of  the  pay  of  one 
Treat,  a  guard;  defrauding  the  state  of  part  of  the  proceeds  of  some  rough  stone 
sold ;  having  some  articles  of  household  furniture  made  at  the  prison  for  himself, 
without  accounting  for  it ;  taking  fuel  from  the  prison  stores  for  family  use ;  and 
with  saying  that  he  obtained  double  pay  of  the  state  for  one  month's  service ;  and  as 
a  proof  of  want  of  veracity  in  Mr.  Lynds,  he  mentioned  a  misstatement  by  him  in 
relation  to  some  sheet-iron  bought  of  Messrs.  Corning  &  Norton. 

Our  resolution  regarding  Mr.  Barrett  was  handsome  and  respectful  towards  him. 
In  relation  to  Mr.  Hitchcock,  we  expressed  our  continued  confidence  in  him.  One 
object  of  the  resolution  expressing  continued  confidence  in  Mr,  Hitchcock,  was  to 
secure  him  from  removal  by  Mr.  Lynds ;  and  it  was  mentioned  among  some  or  all 
of  us,  in  conversation,  that  since  Mr.  Barrett  was  gone,  we  still  felt  that  the  pres- 
ence of  Mr.  Hitchcock  would  be  some  security  against  misgovernment,  or  to  that 
effect. 

Before  the  next  meeting,  we  learned  that  Mr.  Lynds  had  removed  Mr.  Hitch- 
cock from  office.  Mr.  Hitchcock  is,  in  my  opinion,  a  man  of  great  personal  worth, 
and  perfect  fidelity  in  his  trust.  Mr.  Lynds  has  very  often  spoken  in  the  highest  terms 
of  hira,  as  a  man,  an  officer,  and  a  mechanist.  I  consider  him  as  in  reality  sacrificed 
for  his  fidelity  in  giving  us  information,  which  we  made  it  his  duty  to  give. 

On  the  23th  of  August,  the  commissioners  again  met  at  the  prison.  We  began  to 
read  over  to  Mr.  Lynds  the  remarks  I  had  made  on  his  answer  to  Hitchcock's  state- 
ment, and  to  explain  the  defectiveness  of  his  answers;  and  also  attempted  to  obtain 
some  other  explanations.  This  investigation  was  cut  short  by  Mr.  Lynds'  refusal 
to  answer  our  questions. 

Upon  this  state  of  things,  I  made  and  entered  upon  the  minutes  a  formal  motion 
for  the  removal  of  Mr.  Lynds  from  the  agency  of  the  prison.  The  hoard  passed  a 
resolution,  postponing  the  decision  of  the  motion  until  the  next  meeting. 

The  refusal  of  Mr.  Lynds  to  answer  questions  important  to  the  prison  government 
appeared  to  me  to  be  an  open  renunciation  and  defiance  of  that  authority  which  the 
laws  had  confided  to  the  commissioners. 

We  of  this  commission  have  said  and  written  much  to  uphold  him  against  pow- 
erful opposition.  This  statement  of  altered  views  regarding  him,  or  of  his  altered 
conduct,  will  expose  me  to  many  severe  and  mortifying  remarks ;  and  no  man  more 
than  myself  ought  to  wish  that  he  were  clear  of  all  suspicion. 

The  high  discipline  which  such  an  institution  requires,  united  with  productive 
labor,  exact  accountability,  and  fidelity  to  the  pubUc  interest,  necessarily  supposes 
the  agent  to  be  a  man  of  unquestionable  integrity ;  an  integrity  which  does  not  rest 
upon  the  evidence  of  formal  acquittals,  or  the  want  of  formal  proofs,  or  upon  eva- 
sions. It  must  be  such  integrity  as  can  court,  encourage  and  aid  the  most  minute 
and  thorough  scrutiny. 

If  a  keeper  should  be  disposed  to  discourage,  or  overawe,  or  drive  away,  the  more 
decent  and  moral  of  his  officers,  and  appoint  men  of  loose  and  irregular  lives  to  of- 
fice ;  commit  petty  peculations,  and  abuse  his  convicts;  if  then  he  can  defy  or  evade 
the  scrutiny  of  inspection,  and  no  witness  can  be  had  but  his  corrupt  dependents;  I 
need  not  say  that  our  penitentiary  system  is  prostrated,  nor  that  the  best  hopes  of 
mankind,  regarding  this  branch  of  improvement,  are  most  unhappily  blasted. 

I  will  not  insinuate  against  Mr.  Lynds  what  I  am  wiUing  to  say  directly.  I  say, 
therefore,  that,  in  my  view,  the  testimony  and  facts  to  which  I  have  referred,  and 
his  manner  of  meeting  or  not  meeting  the  same,  raise  a  strong  presumption  in  my 
mind,  that  he  has  no  sufficient  defence  against  the  imputations.  Some  of  them  seem 
to  me  to  he  unanswerably  proved.  At  present,  my  confidence  in  him  is  impaired  or 
lost." 

Extracts  from  Mr.  Hopkins'  Reasons  for  removing  Mr.  Lynds. 

"  I.  Because  his  order,  forbidding  the  prisoners  to  complain  of  want  of  food  un- 
der pain  of  punishment,  was  an  outrage  upon  humanity.  Under  the  operation  of 
this  order,  we  have  proof,  upon  the  oath  of  a  keeper  very  friendly  to  Mr.  Lynds,  of 

29* 
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a  meat  ration,  which  could  not,  by  the  description,  have  been  an  ounce,  and  many 
others  of  like  character. 

II.  Because  I  am  entirely  satisfied  from  the  evidence,  and  from  known  facts  and 
observation,  that,  while  that  order  was  enforced  in  its  rigor,  the  prisoners  were  ac- 
tually kept  on  short  rations. 

In  April  last,  I  saw  the  convicts  bring  their  dishes  from  the  cells,  and  from  that 
moment  I  have  never  doubted  but  they  were  stinted.  The  wooden  dishes,  without 
exception,  were  scraped  clean,  even  to  whiteness,  and  in  hundreds  not  a  particle 
left. 

On  that  occasion,  a  person  well  acquainted  with  the  state  of  the  supplies  made  me 
this  unsuspecting  and  undesigned  remark ;  that  the  rations  were  then  enough  ;  that 
they  had  till  lately  been  much  less ;  and,  in  answer  to  my  remark  about  the 
dishes,  said,  that notw  the  convicts  would  soon  befilledup,  and  then  the  dishes  would 
be  different. 

If  the  fact  of  want  was  otherwise  doubtful,  the  bitter  complaints  of  the  prisoners 
to  under  keepers,  during  the  time  of  the  prohibition,  would  be  the  highest  proof  of 
actual  want.  These  complaints  seem  peculiar  to  this  period ;  there  were  cases  of 
prisoners  manifestly  too  feeble  to  work,  and  of  some  who  did  double  work  on  having 
full  meals ;  others  eat  clay,  which  the  keepers  generally  spoke  of  in  connexion  with 
the  subject  of  rations. 

These  extraordinary  facts  induced  us  to  examine  the  provision  room,  and  we  found 
the  provisions  in  great  part  made  up  of  hogs'  heads,  and  of  shanks,  skirts  and  necks 
of  beef. 

III.  Because  the  case  of  the  assistant  keeper  and  overseer  of  the  rations,  Mr. 
Marshall,  which  has  been  the  subject  of  much  examination,  comes  in  addition  to, 
and  in  confirmation  of  the  facts  regarding  scarcity.  The  facts  are,  that  Marshall  re- 
ceived considerable  presents  from  the  contractor,  during  this  time  ;  that  Mr.  Lynds 
knew  of  some  of  the  presents,  and  received  some  himself;  that  he  intrusted  Mar- 
shall alone  to  supply  the  daily  rations,  without  any  oversight  or  examination  what- 
ever; that  the  offal  pork  was  received  a  fortnight  before  Marshall  informed  Mr. 
Lynds  of  it;  though  it  was  an  old  practice  to  receive  offal  beef  when  the  public 
paid  for  prime.  I  consider  this  inattention  to  the  wants  of  the  prisoners,  and  the 
conduct  of  Marshall,  on  the  part  of  Mr.  Lynds,  as  amounting  to  gross  negligence  at 
least ;  but  it  gives  strong  ground  to  suspect  more. 

It  shows  a  very  questionable  state  of  things,  when  both  the  principal  keeper  and 
the  overseer  of  rations  receive  valuable  presents  from  a  contractor,  who  is  not  in 
easy  circumstances  ;  when  the  presents  are  connected  in  time  with  urgent  and  dis- 
tressing want;  the  want  with  loud  complaints ;  and  the  complaints  with  a  prohi- 
bition by  the  principal  to  bring  them  to  his  ears  under  pain  of  punishment. 

IV.  Because,  during  this  time  of  severe  complaint,  an  account  is  made  up  against 
the  state  of  1200  or  1400  extra  rations.  This  account  has  been  drawn  for  by  Mr. 
Lynds,  without  any  sufficient  evidence  whatever,  that  any  extra  rations,  or  even  the 
regular  number,  were  furnished ;  and  I  verily  believe  it  to  be  fraud  upon  the  state. 
The  whole  charge  of  extra  rations  rests  upon  the  fidelity  of  Marshall  only ;  and 
thus  the  state  pays  on  the  one  hand,  and  the  prisoners  starve  on  the  other  hand, 
upon  the  mere  allegation  of  a  keeper  who  was  under  the  pay  of  the  contractor. 

V.  Because  the  inconsistency  and  untruth  of  the  pretences  resorted  to  in  excuse 
give  the  strongest  grounds  to  apprehend  bad  faith.  The  clamors  of  the  prisoners 
in  the  winter  and  spring  are  accounted  for  by  saying  that  they  were  more  hungry 
in  cold  weather.  The  extra  rations  in  summer  are  said  to  be  necessary,  because 
the  days  are  long ;  and  it  is  said,  if  the  prisoners  have  all  they  ask  for,  they  will  in- 
jure their  health  by  eating  to  excess ;  and  this  last  idea  Mr.  Lynds  took  much  pains 
to  impress  upon  us.  The  whole  is  unfounded  in  truth.  Jt  is  not  true  that  men  re- 
quire extra  food  (beyond  our  constant  ration)  in  winter  because  it  is  cold,  and  in 
summer  because  the  days  are  long ;  for  we  well  know  that  this  ration,  fairly  given, 
is  enough  in  summer  and  winter  for  the  average  of  men ;  it  proves  enough  in  other 
prisons ;  it  is  better  than  the  army  ration ;  and  all  human  experience,  in  prisons  and 
out  of  them,  proves  that  laboring  men,  having  habitually  sufficient  food,  are  not  of- 
ten made  sick  by  it.     The  present  state  of  this  prison  proves  the  same  unanswerably. 

VI.  Because  it  was  a  flagrant  breach  of  duty  in  Mr.  Lynds  to  receive  offal  beef 
from  year  to  year,  when  the  contract  was  for  prime.  The  difference  of  cost  is  a 
fraud  upon  the  state. 

VII.  There  are  many  matters  in  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Lynds,  which  have  only  ap- 
peared of  late,  and  which  show  him  to  be  a  different  man,  in  his  present  temper  and 
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conduct,  from  what  he  was,  and  unfit  to  c;ovcrn  a  prison.  There  arc  unanswerable 
instances  of  cruelty  to  prisoners;  his  hai-sh  and  violent  speeches  rc<2;arding:  thorn  are 
justly  offensive  to  public  feeling  ;  he  has  jjivcn  orders  for  indiscriminate  punishment, 
which  might  therefore  reach  the  innocent,  as  in  the  ca^e  of  his  cfibrt  to  stop  the 
loud  and  universal  clamor  for  food :  his  conduct  to  the  Rev.  Mr.  Barrett  was  a  se- 
ries of  insult,  and  is  the  second  instance  of  bad  tcmpcv  sb.own  to  an  excellent  pris- 
on Chaplain.  Some  of  his  keepers,  engaged  of  late,  are  men  of  such  habits,  deport- 
ment and  language,  as  unfit  them  for  the  important  duties  they  arc  called  on  to  ex- 
ercise. I  do  not,  indeed,  expect  the  keepers  to  he  teachers,  nor  do  I,  in  ordinary 
caises,  expect  frequent  reformations;  but  nothing  in  the  keepers  should  appear  a.i' 
verse  to  it.  The  whole  moral  aspect  of  the  prison  government  is  now  unhappy, 
and,  when  publicly  knovrn,  will  be  disgraceful  to  the  state. 

VIII.  Because  I  am  dissatisfied  with  some  of  the  pecuniary  transactions  of  Mr. 
Lynds.  One  of  his  first  acts  (after  the  law  was  passed)  was  to  increase  in  his  own 
favor  an  item  in  his  ov/n  estimate  of  the  expense  of  the  new  Prison;  thus  compel- 
ling us  to  begin  by  breaking  over  an  estimate  which  we  had  just  submitted  to  the 
Legislature,  and  which  was  meant  to  be  made  with  great  caution.  His  own  sal- 
ary had  been  reported  at  $2,000,  which  was  just  that  of  a  judge  of  the  supreme 
court.  But  when  we  were  committed  to  go  on,  and  could  not  well  dispense  v.ith 
his  services  without  the  loss  of  a  year,  he  suddenly  informed  us  that  he  expected 
house  rent  and  fuel  in  addition.  AVe  afterwards  compromised  the  allowance  of  fuel 
at  $100  a  year,  which  he  has  regularly  received.  Thus  we  submitted  to  the  ex- 
action, and  are  estopped;  but  it  now  appears,  that,  since  that  time,  he  has  taken  con- 
siderable quantities  of  coal  from  the  prison  to  his  house,  of  which  no  account  was 
made.  He  alleges  having  afterwards  paid  for  them  in  New  York,  but  produces  no 
proof,  nor  his  own  oath. 

Several  instances  of  small  peculations  have  been  charged  upon  Mr.  Lynds,  and 
denied  not  at  all,  or  in  so  evasive  a  manner  as  to  give  rise  to  most  unpleasant  in- 
ferences. One  of  the  keepers,  heretofore  discharged,  openly  charged  him  with 
crediting  the  state  but  about  half  the  proceeds  of  some  boat- loads  of  stone,  being 
soon  after  the  book  which  contained  the  account  was  destroyed  by  fire.  He  was 
told  of  the  charge  at  the  time,  and  has  rested  under  the  imputation  without  the  least 
attempt  (so  far  as  appears)  to  refute  it.  Several  small  credits  without  date,  hut  of 
long  standing,  were  brought  into  the  foot  of  his  account  for  1828.  In  point  of  fact, 
we  had  heard  of  them  before  the  entries  were  made  ;  and  the  whole  had  too  much 
the  appearance  of  being  only  made  because  there  was  reason  to  suspect  that  we  had 
heard  of  them.  The  manner  in  which  Mr.  Lynds  has  met,  or  rather  avoided  meet- 
ing, the  explicit  statements  made  again?t  him,  and  made  by  a  man  under  his  control, 
is  not  like  that  of  any  honest  man  I  ever  saw.  It  has  been  silence,  evasion  or  counter 
attack ;  and  not  in  one  instance  direct  and  open  denial  under  his  signature  or  oath,  nor 
producing  documents,  investigating  facts,  and  demanding  and  pursuing  full  inqui- 
ry, which,  I  apprehend,  is  natural  to  one  who  is  conscious  of  innocence. 

IX.  Because  he  has  turned  out  of  office  iMr,  Hitchcock,  a  most  excellent  oflicer 
and  estimable  man,  and  one  whose  services  are  well  known  to  be  of  great  value  to 
the  public  ;  and  this  upon  a  personal  ground,  and  without  the  allegation  of  miscon- 
duct; and  this,  too,  after  our  resolution  on  the  minutes  of  July  had  recorded  our  con- 
tinued confidence  in  Mr.  Hitchcock.  That  resolution  was  professedly  intended  to 
keep  him  in  place,  unless  there  should  be  just  and  special  cause  for  his  removal. 
And  in  my  own  judgment,  the  presence  of  Mr.  Hitchcock  was  the  best  check  against 
irregularities  in  the  prison  government.  I  consider  the  removal  of  this  officer,  and 
the  reason  assigned,  that  Mr.  Lynds  could  '  suit  himself  better,'  as  an  open  defiance 
of  our  opinion,  and  a  contempt  of  the  authority  which  the  law  has  confided  to  us 
He  added  verbally,  that,  if  not  agreeable  to  the  commissioners,  we  had  an  easy  rem 
edy ;  though  he  ordered  the  words  to  be  struck  out  of  his  written  answer. 

X.  Because  Mr.  Lynds  sets  himself  in  persevering  opposition  to  all  effective  ex- 
amination on  prison  afiairs  by  the  commissionei"s,  which  is  also  in  direct  opposition 
to  the  intent  of  the  lav/s  as  shown  by  the  revision ;  not  that  Mr.  Lynds  avows  this 
opposition ;  though  he  really  makes  it,  and  has  openly  insisted  that  we  could  never 
learn  the  truth  if  he  chose  to  conceal  it. 

XL  Because  we  have  unanimously  recorded  on  our  minutes  several  matters  of 
severe  reproof  upon  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Lynds,  and  several  matters  of  accusation  re- 
main unanswered  by  him,  and,  by  a  resolution  of  July  meeting,  were  formally  post- 
poned ;  and  now,  the  commissioners  having  met  in  August,  to  act  finally  upon  these 
subjects,  Mr.  Lynds  refuses  all  explanation  whatever  This  refusal  is  an  insult, 
and  a  personal  humiliation." 
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"Having  presented  to  the  public  a  copy  of  the  reasons  for  the  removal  of  the 
agent,  I  ought  to  be  prepared  for  the  question,  '  whether  those  charges  are  true, 
and  what  is  the  evidence  of  them.' 

The  first  head  of  complaint  appearing  before  us  was,  that,  in  the  winter  and  spring 
of  1829,  the  prisoners  were  stinted  in  their  rations ;  that  orders  were  given  to  sup- 
press their  complaints  by  flogging,  but  without  any  examination  whether  the  com- 
plaints were  reasonable  ;  that  at  this  time  the  under  keeper,  who  had  the  distribu- 
tion of  the  provisions,  was  under  the  pay  of  the  contractor,  ami  that  the  agent  knew 
it;  that  on  examination  of  the  provisions  in  store,  they  turned  out  to  be  mostly  of- 
fal— heads,  shanks,  skirts,  and  hearts — and  that  it  was  then  discovered  to  be  an  old 
practice  of  the  agent  to  receive  such  provisions,  while  the  public  paid  for  prime  beef 
and  pork;  and  that,  during  this  time  of  want,  an  account  of  extra  rations  was 
run  up,  and  has  been  paid  from  the  state  treasury. 

The  ration  of  pork  is  |  of  a  pound  ;  that  of  beef,  a  pound,  and  both  prime.  The 
flour  and  meal  are  18  ounces  ;  besides  potatoes,  rye-coffee  and  molasses ;  making 
the  prison  ration  much  better  than  that  of  the  United  States  army. 

Deposition  of  Charles  Yeo,  an  assistant  keeper.  '  In  the  winter,  he  thought 
the  ration  scanty,  and  the  men  complained  of  hunger ;  has  seen  bones  with  lit- 
tle meat  on  them  ;  has  seen  the  jaw-bones  and  the  kids  of  hogs;  the  men  would 
show  him  their  rations,  and  show  how  little  there  was.  Last  winter,  there  was  a  contin- 
uation of  complaints.  Captain  Lynds  gave  a  public  order  in  church,  stating  that  he 
thought  that  they  had  enough,  and  that  if  any  more  complained,  he  would  punish 
them ;  has  heard  two  or  three  such  public  orders  given.' 

Jeremiah  Price,  an  assistant  keeper.  '  As  to  quantity,  thinks  early  this  spring 
there  was  a  scarcity  ;  about  the  first  of  March,  the  men  complained  most ;  but  some 
in  the  winter,  and  some  now.'  [He  afterwards  named  some  of  his  men  who  grew 
poor,  &c.] 

Abner  Joy.  [He  is  Mr.  Lynds'  favorite  witness.]  '  How  small  a  meat  ration, 
in  your  judgment,  have  you  ever  seen  dealt  out  to  a  working  convict?'  Answer. 
'  I  have  known  them  hand  up  a  ration  to  the  door  to  me,  when  it  appeared  very 
small.  [Witness  takes  up  a  very  small  part  of  a  cake  of  Windsor  soap,  to  which  he 
compares  it,  saying  it  might  be  double  that  piece.]  And  as  several  complained  at 
the  same  time,  from  that  and  from  the  looks  of  the  piece,  he  believes  it  was  all  thus 
bad,  though  he  has  known  them  attempt  to  deceive  on  that  subject.  *  *  Depo- 
nent says,  that,  looking  at  the  ration,  he  should  not,  on  his  own  judgment,  think  the 
ration  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  pound,  meaning  for  each  meal.'  [Meat  is  given  but 
twice  a  day.] 

Question.  '  Do  you  believe  your  men  have  ever  suffered  for  the  want  of  suffi- 
cient food?'  Answer.  'Judging  from  appearances,  I  think  I  have  seen  them, 
when  at  work,  by  their  looks  and  actions,  faint  and  weary.  I  have  asked  such,  who 
answered  that  they  '  were  all  gone,' — '  had  nothing  inside  of  them.'  Should 
not  have  trusted  their  words,  but  these  answers  came  trom  faithful  men,  not  apt  to 
complain;  and  their  looks  and  actions  were  what  I  depended  on.' 

Robert  Wiltsie,  the  deputy  keeper,  and  a  friend  and  relative  of  Mr.  Lynds. 
'About  the  middle  of  March,  there  were  great  complaints  among  the  convicts,  and 
the  keepers  talked  a  good  deal  about  the  rations.'  *  *  '  The  complaints  were,  I 
think,  to  some  extent  reasonable,  in  March  and  April.'  *  *  Says,  in  answer  to  a 
question,  that  '  there  was  no  check,  to  my  knowledge,  by  which  it  could  be  told 
whether  Mr.  M.  did  or  did  not  give  the  fuil  ration.' 

From  the  joint  deposition  of  W.  Hitchcock  and  Mr.  Joy,  when  examined  face 
to  face.  '  Mr.  Hitchcock  says  that  when  the  order  was  in  force  prohibiting  com- 
plaints, the  convicts  would  jam  their  kids  upon  the  floor,  and  cry  out,  we  are  al- 
most STARVED  TO  DEATH.  Crics  and  noises  like  this  were  frequent.  Mr.  Lynds 
called  the  keepers  together,  and  told  them  to  keep  upon  the  galleries  until  the  last 
door  was  locked,  and  see  if  they  could  not  catch  those  fellows.  '  If  you  can  get 
within  a  dozen  cells,  it  is  enough.     I  had  as  lief  flog  a  dozen  for  one  as  not.' ' 

*  Mr.  Joy  says  it  was,  ♦  I  had  as  lief  flog  a  dozen  as  not,  to  stop  the  slamming  of 
the  kids.'  And  he  denies  the  part  which  says, '  If  you  can  get  within  a  dozen,  it  is 
enough.' ' 

Though  he  ordered  punishment  for  complaining,  he  took  no  means  whatever 
to  ascertain  whether  their  complaints  were  well-founded  or  not.  The  deputy  keeper 
(quoted  above)  says  he  '  knew  of  no  check.'  Mr.  Lynds  expressly  stated  to  us  that 
he  '  knew  nothing  whether  the  ration  was  good  or  not,  but  trusted  wholly  to  M.' 

S M [the  assistant  keeper,  who  has  the  dealing  out  of  the  rations, 

and  the  superintendence  of  the  cooking  and  provision  department.]     '  Wilson  [the 
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contractor]  satisfies  the  deponent  for  his  extra  trouble  in  taking  care  of  his  provisions 
as  aforesaid,  and  in  sending  back  empty  barrels.  He  wrote  deponent  about  his 
compensation  for  this  trouble.  Deponent  wrote  in  reply,  he  must  not  let  his  (depo- 
nent's) family  starve,  and  Mr.  Wilson  sent  deponent  a  barrel  of  flour,  a  barrel  ot 
pork,  and  $25  in  cash,  as  a  new  year's  present;  and  has  since  sent  him  one  barrel 
and  a  half  of  flour.' 

Thus  Mr.  M served  two  masters  i  the  state,  to  deal  out  provisions  to  de- 
fenceless prisoners,  and  the  contractor  who  supplied  the  provisions ;  but  he  served 
the  latter  under  the  special  condition  that  the  contractor  should  not  let  the  chief 
cook's  family  starve.  The  prisoners,  however,  under  this  arrangement,  do  starve 
and  clamor.  The  principal  keeper  knows  of  the  chunor ;  knows  of  the  chief  cook's 
obligations  to  the  contractor ;  takes  care  not  to  know  whether  there  is  starvation  or 
not;  but  orders  the  prisoners  to  be  flogged  by  the  dozen  for  complaining. 

This  testimony  was  taken  openly,  in  the  presence  of  Mr.  Lynds,  who  cross-ex- 
amined such  of  the  witnesses  as  he  chose.  It  was  taken  about  ten  months  ago;  and 
he  has  never  contradicted  or  explained  any  part  of  it. 

The  inspection  of  the  provision  room  was  made  by  Mr,  Tibbits,  Mr.  Allen  and 
myself,  personally.  The  general  result  is  recorded  in  our  minutes,  signed  by  the 
commissioners,  of  which  the  following  is  an  extract: — 

'  It  also  appears,  from  the  statement  of  Mr.  Lynds,  the  agent,  and  M ,  and 

from  an  examination  of  the  provisions  in  store,  made  by  the  commissioners  person- 
ally, that,  instead  of  the  inspected  prime  beef  and  pork,  contracted  to  be  furnished 
by  the  contractor,  hogs'  heads  and  shoulders,  exclusively,  had  been  sent  and  re- 
ceived in  separate  casks ;  and  some  inspected  mess  pork  in  other  casks.  That  it  had 
been  left  to  Mr.  M ,  as  the  provisions  were  used,  so  to  mix  the  heads  and  shoul- 
ders with  the  mess  pork  as  to  make  the  rations  equal  to  prime  pork. 

That  M was  ordered  by  the  agent  to  make  of  this  mixture  rations  equal  to 

prime  pork,  which  M ■  says  he  did;    but  of  which  it  appears  that  the 

CONVICTS,  NOT  WITHOUT  REASON,  COMPLAINED,  A3  WELL,  OF  QUANTITY   AS 

QUALITY.'  [This  order  then  goes  on  to  rehearse  the  affair  of  the  present;  orders 
the  chief  cook  to  be  removed  from  that  place;  and  directs  that,  in  future,  none  but 
inspected  prime  provisions  be  received.] 

From  the  chief  cook's  deposition.  '  The  beef  has  been  more  generally  rough  or 
shin  beef  than  prime,  ever  since  deponent  has  been  in  the  kitchen,  which  was 
two  years  the  4th  of  December  last.  *  *  This  kind  of  beef  is  the  shanks,  which 
are  split  and  the  shin  bone  taken  out ;  other  kinds  of  rough  beef  are  the  cheeks, 
heads,  and  skirts  and  necks.  The  necks  have  the  bone  in,  and  when  the  necks  are 
used,  the  orders  of  Captain  Lynds  were  to  use  six  barrels  instead  of  five,  and  deponent 
used  them  accordingly  ;  that  is,  he  ordered  deponent  to  use  enough  to  make  out  the 
ration,  and  this  was  the  way  deponent  did  it.     We  could  only  come  at  this  by  guess.' 

From  the  deposition  of  tlie  same.  '  When  did  Mr.  Lynds  first  give  these 
orders  respecting  the  rough  beef,  and  making  up  the  quantity  good  ?'  Answer. 
'  Always  he  has  told  deponent  so,  perhaps  t\venty  times.  It  has  been  the  rule  as 
long  as  deponent  has  known  the  kitchen.  *  *  Mr.  Lynds  ordered  the  men  not 
to  complain  for  want  of  food,  as  he  was  satisfied,'  &.c. 

From  the  deposition  of  Robert  Wiltsie,  the  deputy  keeper.  '  Don't  remember 
wliother  any  regularly  inspected  prime  or  other  beef  has  been  here  since  I  came.* 

Early  in  the  season  of  1829,  and  soon  after  we  ha(i  begun  to  examine  the  com- 
plaints of  scarcity,  Mr.  Lynds  presented  a  bill  to  be  allowed  in  favor  of  the  contract- 
or, for  $103  75,  "for  extra  rations,  from  the  1st  of  Nov.  to  the  1st  of  May.  To  this 
I  observed,  that  '  that  bill  could  not  he  allowed  by  my  vote  until  I  was  satisfied 
that  even  the  regular  ration  had  been  delivered.' 

From  the  contractor's  accounts,  Mr.  Tibbits  went  into  an  elaborate  calculation  to 
see  whether  all  the  provisions  alleged  to  be  delivered,  with  every  possible  allow- 
ance in  favor  of  the  contractor,  would  make  out  the  number  of  rations  paid  for. 
The  result  is,  that  in  no  possible  way  can  the  amount  of  rations  be  made  out.  Mr. 
Tibbits  makes  the  deficiency  upwards  of  16,000  rations. 

All  this  while,  that  is,  during  this  starvation,  and  outcry,  and  feeding  the  prison- 
ers with  houghs  and  bones,  and  the  cook  with  niceties,  an  account  for  extra  rations 
has  been  running  up  against  the  public,  and  has  been  paid,  and  can  be  seen  at  the 
comptroller's  office. 

This  last,  indeed  the  whole,  was  a  fraud  upon  the  public. 

What  refuge  or  redress  is  there  for  the  mangled,  sick,  or  starving  prisoner,  when 
he  is  held  to  his  task,  and  then  lashed,  when  he  cries  out  from  weakness  and  hun- 
ger .'     I  know  he  is  a  felon ;  but  is  he  not  also  a  human  being  ?" 
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Letter  of  Mr.  Tibhits,  another  Commissioner,  to  the  Committee  of  the  Senate. 

"  By  examining  the  testimony  of  M.,  the  cook,  and  particularly  that  of  Wiltsie, 
the  deputy  keeper,  and  the  statement  of  Mr.  AV.,  the  contractor,  there  can  no  doubt 
remain  on  your  minds,  as  there  was  none  on  the  minds  of  the  commissioners,  but 
that,  instead  of  the  prime  beef  and  pork  contracted  to  be  delivered  for  the  rations  cf 
the  convicts,  they  were  for  a  long  time  furnished  with  offal  beef,  necks,  salted 
hearts,  and  skirts,  and  shins;  and  at" last,  during  the  time  stated  in  the  ration  mem- 
orandum which  I  gave  you,  with  offal  pork,  hogs'  heads,  &c.,  taken  in,  also,  at  the 
weight  marked  on  the  barrels  by  the  contractor,  and  all  this  done  with  tVie  full 
knowledge  of  the  agent,  Mr.  Lynds.  And  when,  again,  you  look  over  the  ration 
)uemorandum,  you  must  conclude,  also,  that  there  could  be  no  such  thing  done  as 
that  of  making  up  for  quality,  by  enlarging  the  quantity  from  five  to  six  barrels. 
Having  arrived  at  these  conclusions,  as  we  did,  you  will  probably  be  satisfied  that 
the  loud  complaints  of  the  convicts  were  not  without  good  cause,  and  that  money 
must  have  been  made  out  of  it  bj-^  somebody ;  really  spunged  out  of  the  convicts. 

If  our  propositions  for  ration  contracts  had  been  for  such  offal  provisions,  they 
would  probably  have  agreed  to  furni?h  them  for  less,  by  at  least  one  and  a  half  cent 
per  ration;  and  with  a  viev/  to  get  them  for  less,  we  advertised  that  prime  or  shin 
beef  would  be  taken,  as  you  will  see  by  our  minute  book,  last  fall ;  but  which  was 
■roow  after  rescinded  from  the  uncertainty  which  there  would  be  of  quantity  and 
quality ;  shin  beef  not  being  an  article  which  would  be  passed  by  an  inspector ; 
and  the  contract  was  made  for  prime  inspected  beef  and  pork,  as  heretofore. 

Mr.  Lynds  insisted  most  strenuously  that  the  deduction  of  2^  per  cent,  with  the 
old  contractor,  TV.,  ought  not  to  be  made,  saying  that  the  convicts  had  their  full  ra- 
tions. We  thought  they  most  certainly  had  not  had  them  ;  and  there  was  no  evi- 
dence but  M.'s  to  show  that  they  had  them  ;  and  you  will  see  by  his  testimony,  that 
his  mode  of  making  up  the  daily  rations  was  to  take  two  of  W.'s  barrels,  at  the  weight 
marked  on  thera,  and  then  to  weigh  as  much  out  of  another  as  mr/'e  up  the  rations 
of  the  day.  Now,  we  all  know  that  barrel  beef  always  falls  shori,  after  laying  a 
short  time  in  salt ;  and  this,  no  doubt,  did  also.  The  2J  per  cent,  ought,  therefore,  as 
well  by  the  terms  of  the  contract  as  from  principle,  to  be  deducted;  and  if  it  had 
been  inspected,  even  then  should  be  deducted. 

Now,  as  money  must  have  been  made  out  of  this  thing  by  somebody,  j'ou  can 
judge,  as  well  as  we  can,  whose  pockets  it  went  into;  and,  as  well  as  we,  can  tell 
whether  Mr.  Lynds  did  right  or  wrong  in  taking  the  wood,  coal,  &c.,  after  our  ex- 
press order  not  to  do  it;  and  as  Mr.  Lynds,  for  the  reasons  which  I  verbally  stated 
to  you,  has  always  been  as  much  the  man  of  the  Legislature  as  that  of  the  commis- 
sioners, it  is  as  competent  for  you,  and  I  thought  more  so,  to  determine  what  should 
or  ought  to  be  done  in  the  premises  further  about  it. 

As  the  minutes  of  the  testimony  v.ere  then  taken  down  by  Mr.  Hopkins,  it  may 
be  proper  for  me  to  say  they  were  taken  in  my  presence,  and  with  the  utmost  fair- 
ness ;  read  over  to  them  ;  given  to  them  to  examine  and  alter  if  they  thought  prop- 
er. I  have,  moreover,  the  fullest  confidence  in  the  purity  of  his  motives  and  inten- 
tions, in  all  he  has  done  or  said  in  this  very  unpleasant  matter. 

Respectfully,  &c. 

Albany,  9th  March,  1830.  GEORGE  TIBBITS." 

"  Mr.  Allen's  views,  in  most  particulars  agreeing  with  Mr.  Tibbits  and  myself,  are 
recorded  on  the  minutes  of  our  board. 

The  revised  statutes,  since  they  defined  our  powers,  have  ordained,  (as  we  had 
before  practised,)  that  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  inspectors  to  examine  into  '  all 
matters  connected  with  the  government,  discipline  and  police  of  the  prison.' 

In  a  pubUc  expose  of  the  nature  of  this  examination,  we  declared  it  to  be  the  du- 
ty of  every  officer  to  give  all  the  information  in  his  power.  Some  complied  with 
this. 

Among  those  who,  in  express  compliance  with  these  requirements  of  duty,  con- 
tinued to  give  us  information,  were  the  worthy  Mr.  Barrett,  and  Mr.  Hitchcock, 
one  of  the  most  experienced  cf  the  assistant  keepers,  an  estimable  man,  an  excel- 
lent disciplinarian,  and  an  admirable  mechanic  and  mechanical  inventor.  Mr.  Bar- 
rett is  the  man  whose  benevolence  and  remarkable  success  in  teaching  prisoners  to 
read,  by  the  use  of  the  Bible  only,  is  known  to  many  readers. 

Through  these  two  persons  chiefly,  we  were  put  upon  the  track  of  examination, 
which  resulted  in  discovering  the  scandalous  frauds  in  the  prison  rations,  heretofore 
explained.     As  these  and  other  abuses  became  more  apparent,  especially  in  1829, 
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the  commissioners,  all  three,  openly  recorded  in  the  minutes  their  disapprobation  of 
them,  and  took  order  for  their  correction.  But  the  hostility  of  Mr.  Lynds  to  those 
men  became  more  apparent,  though  he  did  not  deny  nor  controvert  their  facts ; 
and  though  he  fled  from  some  of  the  examinations.  Atlength,  taking  occasion  from 
some  expression  of  the  Chaplain,  supposed  to  be  exceptionable,  he  seized,  shook  and 
abused  him,  and  drove  him  from  the  Prison.  When  afterwards,  the  commissioners, 
fearing  the  removal  of  Mr.  Hitchcock  also,  recorded  in  the  minutes  their  continu- 
ed confidence  in  him,  and  that  they  should  regret  seeing  him  removed,  Mr.  Lynds 
sent  him  away  also.  When  we  attcmp>ed  to  take  Jifr.  Lynds''  own  examination 
and  statement,  he  refused  to  answer  whether  Hitchcock  was  guilty  of  any  fault, 
and  told  us  that  if  we  did  not  like  his  removal,  we  might  take  our  remedy.  We  at- 
tempted to  get  answers  to  other  questions,  but  Mr.  Lynds  refused  to  give  them." 

Facts  and  Inferences. 

"  1.  Mr.  Lynds  has  successfully  maintained  the  principle  that  he  will  not  answer 
questions  regarding  his  official  conduct,  which  were  first  put  by  the  lawful  author- 
ity of  the  commissioners,  and  are  now  required  by  law. 

2.  He  has  likewise  maintained  the  principle  that  he  v/ill  dismiss  from  the  Prison 
officers  of  unimpeachable  conduct,  and  of  great  value  to  the  public,  if  they  give 
such  information  as  the  inspectors  require. 

3.  The  result  of  these  several  propositions  is,  that,  as  Mr.  Lynds  will  answer  no 
questions  himself,  nor  suffer  any  others  to  answer  them,  if  disagreeable  to  him,  the 
lives  and  limbs  of  600  prisoners,  and  the  offices  of  more  than  30  keepers  and  guards, 
and  contracts  for  a  great  amount  of  public  money,  are  under  his  absolute  control, 
unchecked,  and  incapable  of  being  checked. 

4.  His  conduct  is  virtually  usurpation  of  a  power  which  is  of  all  powers  the 
most  despotic  known  among  us.  It  is  a  usurpation,  because  it  is  held  in  defiance  of 
the  checks  without  v/hich  it  certainly  vrould  never  have  been  granted." 

Extracts  from  the  Report  of  the  Committee  of  the  Senate,  on  the  Difficulties  in 
the  Prison  at  Sing  Sing. 

"  In  relation  to  the  document  addressed  to  both  branches  of  the  Legislature,  it 
charges  the  keeper  of  the  Prison  at  Sing  Sing  with  mal-practices  of  an  aggravated 
character,  among  which  arc  a  connivance  with  the  contractor  to  stint  the  allowance 
of  provision  to  the  convicts  ;  want  of  vigilance  to  insure  attendance,  care  and  com- 
fort to  the  sick  and  maimed ;  in  suffering  petty  officers  to  inflict  upon  convicts  se- 
vere and  unmerited  punishment  for  offences;  He  is  also  charged  with  the  embez- 
zlement of  public  property. 

Charges  of  this  serious  character,  made  by  an  officer  to  whom  was  confided  an 
important  trust,  against  another  officer  holding  a  station  equally  responsible,  and 
one,  too,  who  has  heretofore  acquired  for  himself,  and  for  the  institution  over  which 
he  presides,  a  high  degree  of  reputation  and  public  favor,  demand  from  the  commit- 
tee a  grave,  a  careful,  and  a  thorough  investigation. 

The  committee  have  bestowed  as  much  time  upon  this  subject  as  their  numerous 
legislative  duties  would  permit.  They  have  examined  the  records  of  the  building 
commissioners  and  inspectors,  as  well  as  the  voluminous  documents  submitted  to 
them  by  the  inspectors,  relating  to  this  subject,  a  part  of  which  consists  of  exami- 
nations of  persons  connected  with  the  Prison,  under  oath,  A^rn^  presence  of 
THE  KEEPER,  against  whom  their  accusations  were  made.  The  remainder 
consists  of  like  testimony  taken  ex  parte,  icithout  the  knowledge  of  the 
KEEPER,  and  with  an  assurance  on  the  part  of  the  inspectors  Tnat  it  should  be  con- 
sidered confidential,  and  not  to  be  disclosed  except  to  the  Legislature. 

They  have  also  examined  the  inspector  who  prefers  the  charges,  and  his  tv,-o  as- 
sociates, Messrs.  Allen  and  Tibbits ;  and  they  have  afforded  Mr.  Lynds  an  oppor- 
tunity to  explain  and  refute  the  charges. 

Although  no  witnesses  have  been  examined  uiider  oalb.,  yet  the  investigation 
thus  conducted  has  dispelled  some  of  the  most  aggravated  charges,  and  greatly 
v.-eakened  others. 

Still  the  committee  do  not  possess  the  information  which  would  justify  them  in 
exculpating  entirely,  or  in  convicting  the  keeper ;  and  their  inqi;iries  have  brought 
them  to  the  conclusion,  that  they  ought  not,  in  justice  to  thcrnfelvc-.,  to  the  public, 
and  to  the  party  concerned,  to  make  their  final  report  until  th.-y  -hall  have  asked 
permission  to  repair  to  the  Prison,  to  re-examine  openly  .so.mi:  of  the  wit- 
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NESSES    WHO    HAVE    BEEN    SECRETLY    EXAMINED    BY    THE    INSPECTORS,  and 

take  other  testimony. 

This  can  only  be  done  during  the  recess  of  the  Legislature,  as  it  ought,  in  the 
opinion  of  the  committee,  to  be  made  at  the  Prison  where  the  witnesses  are  station- 
ed, and  confined  by  official  duties. 

Your  committee  have  been  prevented  from  repairing  to  the  Prison  during  the 
session,  from  the  difficulty  of  a  winter  journey,  and  from  the  still  more  insuperable 
difficulty  arising  from  their  legislative  duties.  It  is  known  to  the  Senate,  that  two 
members  of  the  committee  are  each  at  the  head  of  highly  important  committees, 
involving  asduous  and  laborious  duties,  growing  daily  more  arduous  as  the  session 
advances  to  its  termination,  so  that  the  committee  have  not  found  time  enough  at 
their  disposal  to  make  this  journey  and  investigation,  even  since  the  former  has  be- 
come easy  and  short  by  the  opening  of  the  Hudson." 

New  Female  Penitentiary  in  N.  Y. — The  commissioners  of  the  Leg- 
islature, to  whom  was  referred  the  subject  of  building  a  Female  Peni- 
tentiary in  the  State  of  New  York,  have  submitted  a  plan  of  building, 
estimate  of  expense,  &c.,  to  the  Legislature,  and  recommended  the  lo- 
cation of  it,  either  at  Utica  or  Troy.  A  committee  of  the  Legislature 
has  fully  concurred  with  the  commissioners,  and  with  the  late  Governor 
Clinton,  in  regard  to  the  importance  of  such  an  institution,  and  say,  in 
their  report  of  the  2d  of  March,  1830,  "  The  system  which  the  commit- 
tee recommend  is,  that  the  females  should  be  kept  in  separate  apart- 
ments, in  a  manner  similar  to  the  present  mode  adopted  with  males, 
placed  under  the  care  of  matrons,  and  rigidly  excluded  from  each  oth- 
er." In  the  bill  reported  by  the  committee,  they  leave  the  location  to 
the  commissioners,  directing  only  that  it  shall  be  in  one  of  the  cities  of 
the  State,  or  in  the  village  of  Utica.  The  Legislature  postponed  the 
further  consideration  of  the  subject  to  the  next  session,  though  the  com- 
mittee say,  in  their  report,  that  the  plan  of  providing  (i.  e.  ultimately) 
such  a  Penitentiary  has  already  received  the  sanction  of  the  Legislature. 

Frison  at  Auburn,  N,  Y. — The  Prison  at  Auburn  maintains  the  same 
general  character  which  it  has  sustained  for  a  course  of  years.  It  con- 
tinues to  be,  as  it  was  five  years  ago,  a  specimen  of  neatness  from  the 
gate  to  the  sewer.  In  this  respect,  it  furnishes  a  good  lesson  to  many 
private  families.  Combinations  in  villany,  and  communications  of  evil 
are  to  a  great  extent,  if  not  wholly,  prevented.  Silence,  industry  and  or- 
der reign  throughout  the  establishment.  The  health,  among  a  popula- 
tion of  more  than  six  hundred  within  the  walls,  is  about  equal  to  that  of 
the  most  favored  country  villages  in  New  England,  and  greater  than  that 
of  the  city  of  Boston  ;  the  deaths  in  the  last  six  years  having  been  one 
in  seventy-one,  and  during  the  last  year,  less  than  one  in  one  hundred. 
The  cases  of  sickness  in  the  hospital  have  been  on  an  average  six  near- 
ly, or  about  one  in  one  hundred.  The  moral  influence  is  good,  as  might 
be  expected  from  the  public  worship,  the  Sabbath  School,  the  reading 
and  study  of  the  Bible,  the  solitude,  the  private  admonition,  the  absence 
of  temptation,  the  mild  and  wholesome  discipline,  and  the  daily  ac- 
knowledgment of  God  ;  which  is  proved  by  numerous  cases  of  reforma- 
tion, and,  comparatively,  few  cases  of  re-committal.  The  well  authenti- 
cated cases  of  reformation  are  more  than  one  hundred  and  forty,  and 
the  re-committals  are  less  than  one  in  twelve.  The  Legislature  is  so  far  im- 
pressed with  the  importance  of  faithful  and  systematic  religious  instruc- 
tion, by  a  resident  Chaplain,  as  to  grant  this  officer,  at  the  last  session,  two 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars  annually,  in  addition  to  the  pay  which  he  before 
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received  from  the  state.  The  earning  of  the  convicts,  during  the  year 
ending  Oct.  31,  1829,  amounted  to  $39,933  45;  the  expenses,  includ- 
ing the  pay  of  the  officers,  to  $34,070  85 ;  leaving  a  balance  in  favor  of 
the  institution  of  $5,862  60. 

Such  is  the  condition,  on  the  whole,  of  this  Prison,  that  those  who 
hear  much  of  it,  and  afterwards  visit  it,  go  away  and  say  the  half 
was  not  told  them  ;  and  thousands  visit  it,  from  America  and  Europe,  as 
a  model  for  imitation. 

The  following  letter  from  the  Chaplain  of  the  Prison,  dated  May  29, 
1830,  is  deemed  worthy  of  insertion  entire  : — 

"  I  have  now  spent  two  years  among  the  convicts  in  this  Prison.  I  review  the 
period  with  deep  emotion.  I  think  it  has  been  the  most  useful,  certainly  the  hap- 
piest, portion  of  my  life.  They  who  have  asked  me,  '  How  can  you  immure  your- 
self in  so  dreary  a  place,  and  among  such  a  class  of  men?'  have  yet  to  learn  what 
is  the  richest  luxury  that  a  benevolent  heart  can  enjoy.  If  left  to  my  choice,  no  earthly 
consideration  would  tempt  me  to  leave  this  for  any  other  field  of  labor  on  earth. 

The  ordinary  religious  services  have  been  regularly  performed.  To  the  preach- 
ing on  the  Sabbath  the  convicts  have  uniformly  listened  with  fixed  attention,  and 
often  with  deep  and  overwhelming  emotion.  The  services  are  always  character- 
ized by  perfect  order  and  apparent  solemnity.  It  has  been  the  common  remark 
of  casual  visitors,  as  well  as  others,  that  they  never  witnessed  an  equal  degree  of 
attention,  and  apparent  seriousness  and  interest,  in  any  other  congregation. 

From  the  chapel,  I  have  followed  them,  in  the  afternoon,  to  their  solitary  cells, 
and  there,  in  the  best  possible  circumstances  for  producing  eft'cct,  have  pressed 
home  upon  their  consciences,  individually,  the  truths  which  they  had  heard  in  the 
public  assembly,  in  such  manner  as  I  conceived  to  be  best  adapted  to  their  different 
capacities  and  states  of  feeling.  In  these  visits,  I  have  often  witnessed  the  power 
of  truth,  in  making  the  stoutest  heart,  the  heart  that  could  be  approached  in  no  oth- 
er circumstances,  to  tremble.  This  I  regard  as  the  most  important  partof  my  duty, 
and  that  which  has  baen  most  evidently  accompanied  by  the  blessing  of  God.  The 
truths  of  the  Bible,  applied  closely  to  the  conscience,  have  generally  produced  a 
visible  effect  upon  their  feelings,  and,  in  some  instances,  I  have  every  reason  to  be- 
lieve, exerted  a  transforming  influence  upon  their  hearts.  I  have  found  the  men 
readily  accessible,  almost  without  exception;  softened  in  their  feelings;  willing  and 
glad  to  converse  upon  the  subject  of  religion;  convinced  of  the  necessity  of  a  radi- 
cal change  in  their  own  hearts;  and  often  powerfully  awakened  to  the  immediate 
obligation  of  yielding  to  the  demands  of  the  gospel.  Nothing  is  more  common  than 
to  hear  them  express  their  surprise,  that  they  never  thought  of  these  things  before, 
and  their  gratitude  that  they  have  been  arrested  and  brought  into  a  place  where 
they  are  taught  them,  and  where  they  cannot  but  think  of  them.  In  this  labor,  I 
have  been  assisted  by  the  use  of  Tracts,  which  the  keeper  has  kindly  given  me 
permission  to  put  into  their  hands  on  the  Sabbath,  and  which,  by  a  suitable  selection 
and  adaptation  to  particular  cases,  have  not  unfrequently  proved  to  be  efficient  co- 
workers in  producing  and  strengthening  salutary  impressions  upon  their  minds. 

The  profound  and  impressive  stillness,  with  which  the  daily  evening  devotions  in 
the  wing  have  been  uniformly  attended,  is  the  best  evidence  of  the  convicts'  inter- 
est in  the  exercise,  and  of  its  effect  upon  their  feelings.  One,  who  had  been  in 
Prison  but  a  few  weeks,  sent  for  me  to  let  me  know  what  a  change  had  been  wrought 
in  his  feelings  respecting  it.  '  I  always  hated  to  hear  prayers,  (said  he,)  and  the 
first  time  that  I  heard  you  pray  in  the  Prison,  I  could  hardly  contain  the  contempt 
that  I  felt  for  you  and  your  prayer;  now,  I  feel  it  a  great  privilege  to  kneel  down 
and  pray  with  you.' 

The  Sabbath  School  still  holds  a  prominent  place  in  our  system  of  instruction,  and 
claims  our  highest  regard.  Its  number  has  been  gradually  increased,  till  it  now 
contains  about  one  hundred  and  sixty  pupils,  in  thirty-one  classes,  which  are  under 
the  care  of  thirty-two  theological  students  as  teachers,  one  of  whom  takes  the  immedi- 
ate oversight  of  the  whole.  I  scarcely  know  which  most  to  admire,  the  devotedncssof 
the  teachers,  or  the  ardor  and  industry  of  the  scholars.  The  liveliest  interest  is  mani- 
fested by  both.  A  mutual  and  strong  attachment  springs  up  between  them.  The 
teachers  seem  willing  to  forego  any  other  privilege  for  the  sake  of  meeting  and  in- 
structing their  pupils ;  and  among  the  scholars,  generally,  no  other  punishment  b 
30 
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more  dreaded  than  exclusion  from  the  school.  It  has  been  interesting  to  me  to  ob- 
serve, upon  the  discharge  of  these  scholars  from  Prison,  how  often  the  first  inquiry 
has  been,  where  they  might  find  their  teacher. 

The  whole  number  received  into  the  school  since  its  commencement  is  rising  of 
three  hundred.  Of  these,  it  is  known  that  eighty-five  commenced  with  the  alpha- 
bet ;  probably  some  more.  A  large  number  could  read  only  in  the  abs,  or  easy 
■words  of  one  or  two  syllables;  one  third,  perhaps,  in  easy  reading  lessons,  by  spell- 
ing some  of  the  words ;  and  a  few  intelligibly  in  the  Testament.  All  these,  with 
the  exception  of  those  who  have  been  in  but  a  short  time,  and  of  some  few  who 
were  too  soon  discharged  from  Prison,  have  been  taught  to  read  well.  Nearly  two 
hundred  have  acquired  a  decent  hand  in  the  writing  class ;  and  about  one  hundred 
and  twenty  have  been  thoroughly  instructed  in  the  ^our  ground  rules  of  arithmetic. 

I  have  neither  time  nor  room  to  mention  particular  instances  of  remarkable  im- 
provement. There  are  many.  It  is  surprising  how  soon  some  have  advanced  from 
the  alphabet  to  reading  lessons.  It  can  be  accounted  for  only  by  their  extreme 
anxiety  to  be  able  to  read.  They  improve  every  moment  of  daylight  which  is  not 
devoted  to  labor.  I  have  known  them  frequently  to  set  their  supper  aside,  and 
study  their  book  as  long  as  they  could  see,  and  then  eat  in  the  dark.  In  such  in- 
stances, they  have  generally  improved  much  more  rapidly  than  children  ordinarily 
do  who  attend  school  every  day.  This  is  a  general  thing,  but  not  without  excep- 
tions :  some  are  stupid,  and  advance  very  slowly.  Those  who  can  read  employ  much 
of  their  leisure  time  in  committing  scripture.  They  recite  to  their  teachers  every 
Sabbath,  on  an  average,  about  one  chapter  each.  Some  can  repeat  whole  books  of 
the  Nev/  Testament.     These  classes  are  conducted  on  the  plan  of  Bible  classes. 

Among  other  happj^  effects  of  these  exercises,  is  the  developement,  in  some  in- 
stances, of  dormant  powers  of  mind,  where  their  existence  was  least  suspected,  and 
which  might  otherv.'ise  have  continued  to  sleep.  1  have  in  my  mind  a  boy  whom 
I  taught,  with  immense  labor,  the  letters  of  the  alphabet.  A  more  stupid  being  1 
never  met  with.  I  was  often  on  the  point  of  giving  him  up,  as  incapable  of  being 
taught  to  read.  He  did,  however,  at  length,  reach  a  Bible  class  ;  he  waked  up  as 
from  a  doze  of  years,  seized  with  eagerness  and  effect  every  means  of  instruction, 
and  has  ever  since  exhibited  the  marks  of  a  most  active  and  vigorous  mind.  The 
v/hole  man  seems  regenerated. 

In  ail  my  intercourse  with  the  convicts,  I  have  met  with  nothing  but  respectful 
and  affectionate  treatment.  No  one,  in  his  right  mind,  has  ever  manifested  towards 
me  the  least  disrespect  or  unkindness.  They  always  meet  me  with  smiles,  come  to 
me  with  all  their  grievances,  and  fj-cely  unbosom  to  me  their  feelings. 

I  owe  it  to  the  officers  to  acknowledge  my  deep  obligation  to  them.  Their  good 
will  towards  me,  and  their  disposition  to  afford  me  every  facility  in  the  discharge  of 
my  duties,  have  been  conspicuous  on  all  occasions.  I  have  received  many  gratify- 
ing tokens  of  their  confidence  ;  and  nothing  has  occurred,  within  my  knov/ledge,  to 
interrupt  mutual  cordialifv  of  feeling. 

Yours,  truly,  B.  C.  SMITH." 

Old  Prison  at  Lamhcrtoii,  N.  J. — The  Legislature  of  New  Jersey, 
during  the  last  winter  session,  by  a  joint  committee,  consisting  of  two 
from  the  Council,  Messrs.  Hov/eil  and  Dodd,  and  four  from  the  Assem- 
bly, Messrs.  HiJku'd,  Kirkpatrick,  Schenck  and  Hinchman,  made  thor- 
ough work  in  exposing  the  abuses  of  the  old  State  Prison  at  Lamberton. 
The  committee,  having  obtained  power  to  call  for  persons  and  papers, 
commenced  its  sittings  publicly  in  the  Supreme  Court  room,  at  the  State 
IJouse  in  Trenton,  on  the  16th  of  Jan.  These  sittings  were  continued 
with  the  utmost  patience  and  labor  till  the  8th  of  Feb.,  during  which 
time  a  great  number  of  witnesses  were  examined  under  oath.  The  re- 
sults disclosed  a  state  of  things  very  similar  to  that  disclosed  before  a 
committee  of  the  Legislature  of  Massachusetts,  at  the  State  House  in 
Boston,  concerning  the  State  Prison  at  Charlestown,  in  the  winter  of 
1827-8.  A  faithful  report  of  the  disclosures  at  Trenton  was  submitted 
by  the  committee  to  the  Legislature,  and  five  hundred  copies  ordered  to 
be  printed.     As  the  Legislature  consists  of  less  than  seventy  members, 
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each  representative  district  will  be  furnished  with  eight  or  ten  copies 
of  the  Report,  and  in  this  way  the  pubhc  mind  will  bo  prepared  to  meet 
the  expense  of  erecting  a  new  Prison,  which,  in  the  opinion  of  the  com- 
mittee, is  the  only  remedy  for  the  enormous  evils  existing  in  the  old 
Prison.  The  committee,  therefore,  recommend,  witii  entire  unanimi- 
ty, the  building  of  a  new  Prison,  on  the  general  plan  of  those  at  Auburn, 
N.  Y.,  and  Wethersfield,  Conn. 

The  committee  also  recommend  that  moneys  expended  by  the  Prison 
Discipline  Society,  amounting  to  two  hundred  and  seventy-one  doHars, 
to  furnish  religious  instruction  in  the  old  Prison,  be  refunded. 

They  further  acknowledge  the  assistance  received  from  the  Society, 
in  facilitating  the  researches  and  examinations  of  the  committee,  which, 
they  say,  highly  merits  the  tlianks  of  the  Legislature. 

The  substance  of  their  report  will  be  published  in  the  appendix  to 
this.  It  covers  36  octavo  pages,  and  is  a  most  valuable  public  document 
on  the  subject  of  abuses  in  prisons.  It  shows  how  to  find  out  what  they 
are,  and  how  to  expose  and  correct  them. 

Walnut  Street  Prison,  Philadelphia. — In  Philadelphia,  the  old  Pris- 
on on  Walnut  Street  remains  as  it  was,  its  numbers  scarcely  diminish- 
ed, and  its  corruptions  such,  that  its  officers,  when  speaking  of  it  them- 
selves, appear  to  be  able  to  find  no  suitable  language  in  which  to  express  its 
injurious  consequences ;  and,  what  is  still  worse,  there  seems  to  be  a  strong 
probability  that  it  will  remain  much  as  it  is  now  for  years.  We  believe 
that  it  is  a  money-making  place  to  a  large  amount  annually.  The  branch- 
es of  business  in  sawing  stone  and  weaving  are  most  productive,  and  are 
prosecuted  with  great  numbers  and  strength.  Each  man  employed  in 
either  branch,  at  the  prices  of  contract  labor,  ought  to  support  three, 
with  such  food  and  clothing  as  are  there  furnished.  But,  notwithstanding 
this,  heavy  bills  have  been  made  out  annually  against  the  interior  counties 
for  the  support  of  their  convicts;  and,  if  our  information  obtained  fi-om 
the  office  of  the  county  commissioners  is  correct,  the  city  and  county  of 
Philadelphia  has  paid  for  the  support  of  criminals  in  the  Walnut  Street 
Prison,  in  eleven  years,  ending  Dec.  31,  1829,  forty-six  thousand  one 
hundred  and  eleven  dollars  and  thirty-six  cents. 

Why  is  any  county  in  Pennsylvania  called  on  to  pay  any  thing  for  the 
support  of  its  convicts  in  the  Walnut  Street  Prison  ?  Look  at  the  stone 
department.  In  Feb.  1830,  143  men  were  employed  in  this  department. 
59,000,  55,000,  and  60,000  feet  of  stone  are  said,  by  the  superintendent 
of  this  department,  to  be  sawed  in  a  year.  50,000  feet,  he  says,  is  an 
average.  The  highest  price  for  sawing,  per  foot,  is  20  cents  ;  the  low- 
est, 17  cents.  Suppose  the  average  price  to  be  18^  cents ;  then  the 
value  of  labor  in  this  department,  in  which  143  men  are  employed, 
would  be  $9250  00,  annually.  But  the  whole  expense  of  supporting 
120  men,  including  the  salary  of  the  officers,  in  the  Connecticut  State 
Prison,  in  1829,  was  $5876  36.  The  income  from  the  labor  of  the 
same  number  was  only  §9105  54  ;  and  the  State  was  credited  ?53229 
41,  a  considerable  part  of  which  has  already  been  paid  into  the  treasury. 

How  is  it,  then,  when  its  convicts  are  committed  to  the  Walnut  Street 
Prison,  and  are  put  to  the  business  of  sawing  stone,  that  any  county  in 
Pennsylvania  is  called  upon  to  pay  any  thing  for  the  support  of  such 
convicts  ? 
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It  is  said  that  an  account  is  opened  with  each  convict  when  he  enters 
the  Prison.  He  is  charged  with  the  articles  delivered  to  him,  and  cred- 
ited the  labor  done;  and  the  county  pays  the  difference. 

But  at  what  prices  are  the  articles  charged,  which  are  delivered  to 
the  convicts  ?  Provisions  are  charged,  we  believe,  at  18  cents  per  day. 
What  do  they  cost  ?     The  ration  is 

i  lb.  of  beef,  the  contract  price  of  which  is  3^-  cts lyVcr  ^^s. 

\^  lb.  of  bread,  made  of  rye  flour,  at  -^3  62^  per  barrel,  con- 
taining 1  cwt.  and  3  qrs '^tSs  " 


^  lb.  of  Indian  meal,  at  81  75  per  cwt -f^j^ 


1  pint  of  potatoes,  at  30  cts.  per  bushel, y%6^ 

1  gill  of  molasses,  at  30  cts.  per  gallon, -^^^ 

^  gill  of  rye,  for  coffee,  at  75  cts.  per  bushel, ^\y4^ 

The  value  of  the  ration,  according  to  this  statement  and  estimate,  is 
five  cents  and  eight  mills. 

This  calculation  is  founded  on  one  account,  given  at  the  Prison,  con- 
cerning the  ration. 

Another  statement  was,  that  the  provisions,  daily,  in  quantity,  were  as 
follows,  for  464  persons  : 

5  barrels  of  rye  flour,  at  83  62^- $18  12^ 

2  bushels,  or  about  1  cwt.  of  Indian  meal,  at  $1  75  per  cwt.  .  1  75 

7  bushels  of  potatoes,  at  30  cts.  per  bushel, 2  10 

12  gallons  of  molasses,  at  30  cts.  per  gallon, 3  60 

275  lbs.  of  beef,  at  3^-  cts.  per  lb 9  62^ 

J  bushel  of  rye  for  coffee,  at  75  cts.  per  bushel, 37^ 

Cost  of  provisions,  daily,  for  464  persons, $35  57^ 

The  value  of  the  ration,  according  to  this  statement  and  estimate,  is 
seven  cents  and  five  mills. 

Does  this  Prison  charge  IS  cents  per  day  for  provisions,  and  pay  but 
seven  cents  and  five  mills? 

That  the  above  statement  and  estimate  concerning  the  cost  of  the  pro- 
visions cannot  be  far  from  correct,  is  rendered  probable  from  the  cost  of 
provisions  in  other  and  similar  establishments.  The  ration  at  Charles- 
town,  Mass.,  which  is  better  in  quality,  and  more  in  quantity,  supplied 
from  tlie  Boston  market,  costs  from  seven  to  eight  cents.  The  ration  at 
Sing  Sing,  supplied  from  the  New  York  market,  costs  from  seven  to 
eight  cents.  The  beef  in  this  ration,  as  v/ell  as  in  that  at  Charlestown, 
must  be,  by  the  terms  of  the  contract,  of  prime  quality.  The  contract 
for  the  Walnut  Street  Prison  runs  thus  :  "  Beef,  toithout  hone,  from  two 
cattle  only  ;  the  flesh  from  the  neck  to  the  check,  shoulder  clots,  veiny 
pieces,  laps  of  rounds,  checks  of  two  heads,  four  legs  and  four  shins ,  giv- 
ing in  the  heads  and  bones  that  the  meat  has  been  taken  from,  and  one 
set  of  feet  daily,  at  three  and  a  half  cents  per  pound ."  There  is  not  on- 
ly this  difference  in  quality,  but  the  quantity  at  Charlestown  and  Sing 
Sing  is  one  pound  of  beef;  in  the  Walnut  Street  Prison,  not  far  from 
half  a  pound.  The  ration  at  both  these  Prisons,  in  bread  stuffs,  vege- 
tables, molasses,  &:-c.,  does  not  differ  materially  from  that  at  the  Walnut 
Street  Prison ;  and  the  markets  in  Boston  and  New  York  cannot  differ 
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much  in  re^aiu  to  the  articles  in  question.  If  there  is  any  difference, 
it  is  i)robal)ly  in  iiivor  of  Philadelphia,  If  this  be  donbted,  it  may  be 
stated  that  the  provisivons  of  the  prisoners  at  Lamberton,  N.  J.,  about 
3  J  miles  above  Philadelphia,  on  the  bank  of  the  Delaware,  which  are 
about  as  much  inferior  to  those  of  the  Walnut  Street  prisoners  as  those 
at  Charlestown  and  Sinor  Sing  are  superior,  cost  only  four  cents  and 
ei^ht  mills  per  day  for  each  man.  From  these  facts,  in  regard  to  other 
Prisons,  in  addition  to  those  stated  from  the  Walnut  Street  Prison,  it  is 
reasonable  to  conclude  that  the  ration  in  the  Walnut  Street  Prison  costs 
about  seven  cents. 

Arc  the  counties  charged  eighteen  cents  by  the  Walnut  Street  Prison 
for  the  provisions  furnished  to  their  convicts  ?  W^e  have  repeatedly 
heard  it  said,  by  those  who  are  or  have  been  connected  with  the  Prison, 
that  this  is  the  common  charge  for  provisions ;  and  we  have  direct  evi- 
dence before  us  from  the  county  commissioners  of  Dauphin  county,  that 
that  county  paid  in  1827,  for  the  provisions  of  one  prisoner  in  the  Wal- 
nut Street  Prison,  for  93  days,  $16  20 ;  for  91  days,  16  38 ;  for  92  days, 
16  56;  and  again  for  92  days,  16  56 — i.  e.  for  365  days,  $65  70,  for 
provisions  alone,  or  eighteen  cents  per  day.  The  same  county  paid  at 
the  same  rate  for  four  different  prisoners,  in  1828.  The  conclusion 
therefore  is  reasonable,  that  eighteen  cents  per  day  has  been  a  common 
charge  by  the  Walnut  Street  Prison  to  some  of  the  counties  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, for  the  provisions  furnished  to  their  convicts. 

Now,  the  whole  expense  for  the  subsistence  of  prisoners  in  the  new 
Prison  at  Wethersfield,  Conn.,  including  food,  clothing,  bedding,  medi- 
cal attendance,  instruction,  and  pay  of  the  officers,  was,  for  an  average 
of  one  hundred  and  twenty  prisoners,  for  the  year  ending  31st  of 
iVLirch,  1829,  five  thousand  eight  hundred  and  seventy-six  dollars  and 
thirteen  cents,  or  $48  96  per  year  for  each  man,  or  thirteen  cents  and 
four  mills  per  day  for  each  man. 

Whole  expense  for  every  thing  paid  by  Connecticut  for  the  supf>ort  of 
a  prisoner  in  the  new  Prison  at  Wethersfield,  thirteen  cents  and  four 
mills  per  day. 

Expense  for  provisions  alone,  paid  by  some  counties  in  Pennsylvania 
for  the  support  of  a  convict  in  the  Walnut  Street  Prison,  18  cents  per  day. 

But  suppose  the  laws  of  Pennsylvania  allow  the  Walnut  Street  Prison 
to  charge  the  counties  eighteen  cents  per  day  for  the  provisions  of  the 
convicts.  We  do  not  know  whether  the  laws  allow  it  or  not.  If  they 
do  allow  it,  the  laws  were  probably  made  on  the  representation  that  this 
would  be  a  reasonable  allowance.  Whether  it  is  reasonable,  all  persons 
can  judge  in  view  of  the  above  facts. 

But,  whether  the  laws  allow  it  or  not,  it  does  not  affect  this  argument, 
the  object  of  which  is  to  show  how  strange  it  appears  to  us,  that  any 
county  in  Pennsylvania  is  called  upon  to  pay  any  thing  for  the  support 
of  its  convicts  in  the  Walnut  Street  Prison. 

Take  another  series  of  facts  in  illustration  of  the  same  thing.  The 
weaving  department  is  one  ot  the  principal  branches  of  business  in  this 
Prison.  It  is  the  same  branch  of  business,  and  pursued  in  the  same 
manner,  as  the  great  business  of  the  Baltimore  Penitentiary.  The  goods 
are  of  the  same  description,  and  the  mode  of  prosecuting  the  business 
very  similar, — the  prices  of  the  raw  material,  and  of  the  manufactured 
30* 
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article,  about  the  same  in  Baltimore  and  Philadelphia.  In  the  Walnut 
Street  Prison,  from  fifty  to  seventy  looms  are  employed  ;  in  the  Balti- 
more Penitentiary,  there  have  been  generally  about  one  hundred.  About 
one  fourth  part  of  the  whole  number  of  prisoners  are  employed  in  this 
department  in  Philadelphia,  and  about  one  half  in  Baltimore. 

The  rations,  the  clothing,  and  the  salary  of  the  officers  in  the  two 
Prisons,  are  very  similar.  Now,  if  our  information,  obtained  from  the 
office  of  the  county  commissioners,  is  correct,  (and  it  is  correct,  if  we 
could  understand  the  books,  or  if  the  man  in  the  office  explained  them 
truly,)  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia  paid  for  the  support  of  crimi- 
nals in  the  Walnut  Street  Prison,  in  1819,  68234  46;  in  1820,  $7110 
75;  in  1821,  $4830  00:  in  1822,  83050  40:  in  1823,  $4118  13;  in 
1824,  $4065  83 ;  in  1825,  $6046  80  ;  in  18^6,  $4046  80 ;  in  1827, 
$5095  17  ;  in  1828,  $56  80  ;  in  1829,  $256  22 ;  total  in  eleven  years, 
$46,111  36; — while  the  Baltimore  Penitentiary,  in  1628,  besides  paying 
the  whole  expense  of  supporting  three  hundred  and  seventeen  criminals, 
amounting,  for  provision,  clothing,  fuel,  and  other  incidental  expenses, 
to  818,796  52,  together  with  $8100  86  for  the  salaries  of  the  officers, 
and  $3522  36  to  the  State  on  account  of  loans  made  for  the  erection  of 
buildings,  &c.,  realized  a  net  gain  of  $9804  16;  and  in  six  successive 
years,  last  past,  in  which  Joseph  Owen  has  been  keeper,  the  earnings 
have  greatly  exceeded  the  expenses,  so  that  the  Penitentiary  had,  in  1829, 
an  active  capital  of  $76,927  06,  which  has  now  been  increased  by  the 
net  proceeds  of  another  year,  and  amounts  to  890,000  nearly.  This 
capital  has  accumulated  from  the  labor  of  the  convicts,  at  the  same  time 
that  the  Prison  has  been  paying  interest  to  the  State,  on  money  loaned 
for  the  erection  of  buildings  ;  and  this  has  accumulated,  too,  in  a  Pris- 
on where  the  great  business  is  weaving ;  the  same  branch  of  business, 
and  pursued  in  much  the  .same  manner,  as  in  the  Philadelphia  Prison 
on  Walnut  Street,  where  the  counties  have  been  taxed  so  heavily  for  the 
support  of  their  convicts. 

How  is  it  explained,  then,  wlien  they  send  their  convicts  to  the  Wal- 
nut Street  Prison,  and  they  are  put  to  the  business  of  weaving,  and  an 
account  is  opened  with  each  one  for  what  he  does  and  what  he  receives, 
that  the  counties  should  be  brought  in  debt  for  the  convicts  in  this  de- 
partment ? 

One  way  in  which  it  can  be  done  is  by  charging  eighteen  cents  per 
day  for  provisions,  which,  by  the  estimates  which  we  have  made,  are 
worth  less  tlian  eight  cents  ;  and  another  way  is  by  charging  a  convict's 
coat  and  vest  at  84  50 ;  his  linen  pantaloons  at  $1  50  ;  his  shirt  at  $1 
02  ;  his  shoes  at  $1  37  ; — in  one  word,  liis  clothing  at  from  $19  60  to 
$24  96  annually,  as  we  find  it  charged  to  one  county  for  different  con- 
victs in  the  Walnut  Street  Prison.  Now,  the  clothing  and  bedding  for 
each  convict  in  the  New  Hampshire  Prison,  for  the  year  ending  May  1, 
1822,  cost  but  $5  27.  The  clothing  and  bedding  for  each  convict  in 
the  new  Prison  in  W^ethersfield,  Conn.,  for  the  year  ending  March  31, 
1829,  cost  but  $4  12.  The  clothing  for  each  convict  in  the  Prison  at 
Lamberton,  N.  J.,  for  the  year  ending  Oct.  1,  1829,  cost  but  $5  47. 
The  clothing,  bedding  and  provisions  together,  in  the  new  Prison  in 
Connecticut,  for  the  year  ending  March  31, 1829,  cost  but  $19  65 — less 
than  we  find  charged  by  the  Walnut  Street  Prison  for  clothing  alone, 


25  riFTH  REPOKT— 1830.  355 

and  less  than  one  third  of  what  wc  fnul  cliargcd  for  provisions  alone  ; 
the  charge  for  provisions  in  the  Wuhmt  Street  Prison  being  $65  70  per 
year. 

But,  even  at  these  charges  for  clothing  and  provisions  in  the  Walnut 
Street  Prison,  why  do  not  the  weavers  support  themselves,  and  much 
more  ?  Provisions  at  18  cents  per  day  ;  clothing  at  820  per  year,  or  5 
cents  and  4  mills  per  day ;  pay  of  the  officers,  .^10,:>()0  00,  or  $20  25 
per  year  for  each  prisoner,  or  5  cents  and  5  mills  per  day  ;  incidental 
expenses,  supposed  equal  to  the  incidental  expenses  in  the  Lambcrton 
Prison,  N.  J.,  2  cents  and  9  mills  per  day  for  each  man.  Then  the 
charge  daily  of  each  convict  would  be  for  provisions,  18  cents  ;  for  cloth- 
ing, 5  cents  4  mills  ;  for  officers,  5  cents  5  mills ;  for  incidental  expenses, 
2  cents  and  9  mills  ;  i.  e.  31  cents  8  mills. 

Admitting  that  these  charges  are  reasonable,  why  does  not  the  weav- 
ing department  defray  them  and  much  more  ?  Why  are  the  counties 
involved  in  debt  for  the  support  of  their  convicts  in  this  department? 

The  state  of  the  department  in  Feb.  last  was  nearly  as  follows  :  Whole 
number  of  hands  employed,  90,  including  dyers  ;  weaving,  51  ;  bobbin 
winders,  10  ;  warpers,  2  ;  spoolers  on  the  Walnut  Street  side,  8,  Prune 
Street  side,  7  ;  machine-shop,  making  and  repairing  looms,  &.c.  2 ;  total, 
including  dyers,  90.  Task  in  winter,  124-  yards  ;  in  summer,  15  yards. 
No  allowance  of  time  for  putting  in  the  piece.  The  task  must  be  done. 
All  the  weaving  on  the  Walnut  Street  side  is  done  for  the  county.  That 
done  for  contractors  is  done  at  6  cents  per  yard,  including  dyeing,  warp- 
ing, &-C.  The  goods,  when  made,  are  sold  at  10  cents  per  yard,  by  the 
quantity.  They  have  never  been  as  low  before.  The  price  last  year 
was  10^  and  11  cents.  The  kind  of  yarn  used  for  making  this  cloth  is 
of  numbers  from  15  to  20;  principally  of  numbers  from  17  to  19.  Av- 
erage price  of  the  yarn,  18  cents  per  pound.  One  pound  of  No.  17  will 
make  5^-  yards  of  cloth.  This  information  was  obtained  with  much 
care  from  two  gentlemen  who  have  been  at  different  periods  connected 
with  the  weaving  department,  and  whose  testimony,  taken  separately, 
and  afterwards  compared,  agrees  in  nearly  every  particular. 

Now,  suppose  fifty-one  looms  were  employed  312  days,  and  produced 
an  average  of  13^  yards  per  day  ;  then  the  quantity  of  cloth  made  would 
be  218,300  yards  annually,  which,  at  6  cents  on  a  yard,  which  is  about 
the  profit  on  a  yard  of  this  same  kind  of  cloth  in  the  Baltimore  Peniten- 
tiary, would  give  the  proceeds  of  the  weaving  department  813,098  38. 
The  number  of  men  employed  in  this  department  is  90.  The  expense 
of  their  support,  at  the  charges  for  provisions  and  clothing  as  made  in 
the  Walnut  Street  Prison,  we  have  admitted,  for  argument's  sake,  to  be 
31  cents  and  8  mills  per  day.  This,  however,  is  18  cents  and  4  mills 
more  per  day  than  it  costs  to  support  men  in  the  new  Prison  in  Con- 
necticut ;  but  admit  it,  and  then  the  whole  expense  of  tliis  department 
would  be  only  $10,546  30.  Why,  then,  are  the  counties  charged  any 
thing  for  the  support  of  their  convicts  in  this  department  ?  If  it  be  sup- 
posed that  it  costs  no  more  to  support  these  men  than  it  costs  to  support 
those  in  the  new  Prison  in  Connecticut,  (and  we  see  no  reason  why  it 
should,  iiecessarili/,)  then  the  expense  of  this  department  would  be  only 
$4,401  90  :  leaving  a  balance  in  favor  of  the  counties,  from  the  labor  of 
this  department,  on  the  above  supposition,  of  •^2..">.">2  08,  even  at  the 
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prices  charged  for  provisions  and  clothing  at  the  Walnut  Street  Prison  ; 
and  of  $8,696  48,  at  the  cost  of  supporting  convicts  in  Connecticut. 

But  will  it  be  said  that  13f  yards  of  cloth  is  more  than  a  day's  work? 
It  may  bo  said  in  answer,  in  addition  to  the  direct  statement  already 
made,  that  an  ordinary  day's  work  in  weaving  the  same  kind  of  cloth  in 
Trenton,  N.  J.,  is  20  yards  ;  and  there  have  been  men  in  the  Baltimore 
Penitentiary  who  wove  45  yards ;  and  the  daily  task  in  the  Baltimore 
Penitentiary  is  more  than  that  mentioned  above. 

If  it  be  admitted  that  the  task  is  reasonable,  will  it  be  said  that  the 
profit  on  a  yard  is  not  6  cents  ?  It  may  be  said  in  answer,  that  one 
pound  of  yarn,  which  costs  18  cents,  makes  5^  yards  of  cloth.  The 
least  price  for  this  cloth  is  10  cents  per  yard,  which  gives  55  cents'  worth 
of  cloth  from  18  cents'  worth  of  material ;  leaving  37  cents  advance  on 
the  manufactured  article.  Now,  6  cents  per  yard  on  5^  yards  is  33 
cents,  which  leaves  4  cents  on  a  pound  for  drying,  sizing,  &lc.  Besides, 
there  is  another  answer  to  this  objection.  If  the  profit  is  not  6  cents  on 
a  yard,  how  can  the  contractors,  who  must  also  have  a  profit,  afford  to 
pay  6  cents  per  yard  ? 

But  will  it  be  said,  again,  that  4  cents  on  a  pound  of  yarn  for  dyeing, 
sizing,  and  other  incidental  expenses  in  the  weaving  department,  is  not 
a  sufficient  allowance  ?  It  may  be  answered  that,  though  the  nominal 
prices  of  dyeing  are  for  deep  blue  17  cents  per  pound,  for  red  10  cents, 
and  for  light  blue,  orange,  yellow,  purple,  &c.,  8  cents,  still  there  is  a 
profit  on  dyeing,  at  these  prices,  to  the  institution ;  on  the  deep  blue  6 
cents,  on  the  red  8  cents,  and  on  the  other  colors  in  the  same  propor- 
tion nearly  as  on  the  red,  which  reduces  the  cost  of  dyeing  deep  blue  to 
11  cents,  of  red  to  2  cents,  and  of  the  other  colors  to  2  cents,  or  per- 
haps less.  Besides,  it  must  be  remembered  that  a  very  small  proportion 
of  the  yarn  used  in  these  cloths  is  deep  blue ;  much  of  the  chain  not  be- 
ing colored  at  all ;  and  much  of  the  filling  being  of  other  colors  than 
deep  blue.  And,  moreover,  the  labor  of  the  men  employed  in  this  dye- 
shop  are  4  out  of  90  belonging  to  the  weaving  department ;  and  in  the 
above  estimate  of  the  earnings  of  the  department,  their  labor  is  not  in- 
cluded ;  so  that  the  value  of  their  labor  must  be  deducted  from  the  prices 
fixed  upon  these  different  colors.  Hence  it  appears  reasonable  to  sup- 
pose that  the  expense  of  dyeing  is  much  less  than  four  cents  on  every 
pound  of  yarn  manufactured  in  the  department.  The  expense  of  sizing 
is  a  mere  trifle,  as  the  labor  is  done  by  some  of  the  90  men  in  the  de- 
partment, not  included  in  the  51  upon  the  looms;  and  the  flour  used  in 
sizing  is  about  36  pounds  for  300  pounds  of  chain.  It  is,  therefore, 
only  a  small  fraction  of  a  cent  that  the  sizing  costs  ;  so  that  the  allow- 
ance for  dyeing,  sizing,  &.c.,  of  4  cents  on  every  pound  of  yarn  manufac- 
tured in  the  department,  is  probably  much  more  than  a  sufficient  allow- 
ance. 

We  see,  therefore,  no  evidence  that  the  profit  on  this  cloth  is  not  6 
cents  per  yard.  We  see  no  reason  why  the  profit  should  not  be  as  much 
m  the  Walnut  Street  Prison  as  in  the  Baltimore  Penitentiary  ;  and  we 
must  be  furnished  with  other  reasons  than  we  have  heard,  or  can  imag- 
ine, why  the  counties  in  Pennsylvania,  which  have  convicts  employed  in 
this  department,  would  not  have  money  coming  to  them  from  the  Pris- 
on, instead  of  being  brought  in  debt  to  it,  if  justice  were  done.     We  be- 
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lieve  that  a  prisoner  can  be  supported  in  the  Wahiut  Street  Prison  as 
well  as  he  is  now  supported,  in  every  particular,  including  food,  cloth- 
ing, bedding,  pay  of  officers,  and  incidental  expenses,  for  13  cents  and 
a  fraction  per  day,  as  in  Connecticut,  at  Wethersfield.  But  if  the  weav- 
ing department  in  this  Prison  earns,  with  the  labor  of  90  men,  $13,098 
33  annually,  each  man  in  it  earns  39  cents  and  8  mills  per  day, 
which  is,  within  the  fraction  of  a  cent,  on  this  supposition,  enough  to 
support  three.  We  do  not  say  that  the  men  are  supported  at  so  cheap  a 
rate  in  the  Walnut  Street  Prison  ;  but  we  believe  that  they  might  be  ; 
that  they  ought  to  be ;  and  we  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  we  have 
seen  prisoners  supported  in  a  much  better  manner  at  this  rate  ;  with  bet- 
ter food,  better  clothes,  better  bedding,  and  under  the  care  of  a  greater 
number  of  officers  in  proportion  to  the  number  of  prisoners ;  and  mucli 
more  time  given  to  instruction  of  a  moral  and  religious  kind.  All  these 
things  we  have  seen  in  the  best  Prison,  on  the  whole,  which  we  ever 
saw,  at  an  expense  of  13  cents  and  4  mills  per  day  for  each  prisoner. 
We  repeat  this  fact,  and  dwell  upon  it,  because  it  ought  to  be  used  (and 
we  mean  to  do  all  in  our  power  to  have  it  thus  used)  as  a  kind  of  regu- 
lator in  regard  to  these  burdensome  expenses  for  the  support  of  convicts 
who  are  made  to  labor  hard  all  the  time,  at  most  profitable  and  excellent 
branches  of  business,  and  yet  are  reported  not  to  earn  enough  to  sup- 
port themselves. 

Again,  then,  the  question  recurs,  How  is  it  explained  that  any  of  the 
counties  of  Pennsylvania  are  called  upon  to  pay  any  thing  for  the  sup- 
port of  their  convicts  in  the  weaving  department  of  the  Walnut  Street 
Prison  ?     Why  do  they  not  support  themselves,  and  much  more  ? 

But,  after  all,  will  it  be  said  that  much  time  is  lost  in  the  hospital,  and 
much  in  the  cells,  on  punishment  for  misdemeanor,  and  much  in  learn- 
ing raw  hands ;  so  that  the  value  of  labor  done  in  the  weaving  depart- 
ment is  not  so  much  by  one  fifth  as  here  stated  ?  Let  all  this  be  admitted, 
and  still  we  have  left,  as  the  average  earnings  of  each  of  the  90  prisoners 
employed  in  the  weaving  department,  31  cents  and  9  mills  per  day,  which 
is  more  than  it  costs  to  support  them,  at  the  prices  charged  for  provisions 
and  clothing  in  the  Walnut  Street  Prison,  and  supposing  the  incidental 
expenses  to  be  the  same  as  in  New  Jersey ;  the  whole  average  expense 
of  each  prisoner,  on  this  supposition,  being  31  cents  and  8  mills.  But 
here  it  must  be  remembered,  that  the  provisions  are  charged  at  18  cents 
per  day,  instead  of  7,  and  the  clothing,  in  some  cases  at  least,  from  $19 
to  $24  per  year,  instead  of  84  and  $5,  the  common  expense  of  clothing 
in  some  other  Prisons. 

On  the  whole,  therefore,  we  are  left  witliout  the  shadow  of  a  doubt, 
that  the  convicts  in  the  weaving  department  of  the  Walnut  Street  Pris- 
on do  much  more  than  work  enough  to  defray  all  necessary  expenses  in 
this  department,  and  that  the  counties  which  have  convicts  in  this  de- 
partment ought  to  be  receiving  considerable  sums,  annually,  from  the 
proceeds  of  their  labor,  instead  of  paying  the  same  for  their  support. 

Once  more  :  Look  at  the  shoe  department.  In  Feb.  last,  according  to 
the  statement  of  the  superintendent,  20  shoemakers  were  employed  in 
this  department ;  1 1  on  contract,  and  work  enough  from  customers  to 
employ  the  remainder.  Custom  v/ork  was  more  profitable  than  that  for 
the  contractors.     No  time  was  lost  in  learning  the  trade  ;  because  very 
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seldom,  if  ever,  any  except  those  who  were  shoemakers  when  commit- 
ted are  put  in  this  department.  The  average  earnings  of  this  shop  were 
fully  34  cents  per  day  for  each  man.  Tliree  of  the  above  shoemakers 
were  employed  as  cobblers  for  the  yard.  In  regard  to  the  three  last 
mentioned,  it  may  be  remarked  that  they  must  be  as  profitable  or  more 
so  than  any  others  ;  because  shoes  supplied  to  the  convicts,  and  charged 
to  the  counties,  arc  charged  at  81  37  J-  cents  a  pair,  and  the  repairing  of 
shoes  frequently  at  75  cents  a  pair  ;  which  are  very  high  prices  for  these 
shoes  and  repairs. 

Y/hether  this  is  a  good  branch  of  business  or  not,  and  whether  the 
men  employed  in  it  are  able  to  support  themselves,  may  be  inferred  by 
a  comparison  of  the  above  statement  with  the  following  fact.  In  the 
shoe  shop  of  the  new  Prison  in  Connecticut,  in  which  about  forty  men 
were  employed,  for  the  year  ending  JMarch  31,  1829,  the  contract  price 
for  the  men  liaving  never  been  more  than  34  cents  per  day,  the  net  pro- 
ceeds of  this  department  were  $1,5(34  25. 

Whether,  in  the  shoe  shop  of  the  "Walnut  Street  Prison,  the  prisoners 
are  able  to  defray  every  expense,  as  provisions  and  clothing  are  charged 
in  this  Prison,  may  be  inferred,  by  comparing  34  cents,  the  least  earn- 
ings of  these  men  per  day,  according  to  the  statement  of  the  superin- 
tendent, with  31  cents  and  8  mills,  the  highest  average  charge  for  their 
support,  according  to  any  facts  which  we  have  been  able  to  obtain,  or 
any  reasonable  supposition  which  we  have  been  able  to  mnke.  Wheth- 
er it  is  reasonable  to  suppose  that  this  Prison  can  charge  for  the  support 
of  the  prisoners  more  than  31  cents  and  8  mills  per  day,  may  be  inferred 
from  the  following  facts  :  31  cents  and  8  mills  per  day  amounts  to  $116 
05  per  year  :  nov/,  among  all  the  other  Prisons  of  which  we  have  any 
knowledge,  there  is  no  one,  according  to  any  documents  which  we  have 
been  able  to  obtain,  and  from  which  we  have  made  the  calculation,  so 
far  as- we  recollect,  where  the  whole  expense  exceeds  $90  annually  for 
the  support  of  each  convict ;  and  there  is  one  or  more  where  it  does  not 
amount  to  $50.  It  is  reasonable,  therefore,  to  infer,  that  the  Walnut 
Street  Prison  does  not  charge  for  each  prisoner  more  than  31  cents  and 
8  mills  per  day,  or  $116  05  per  year  ;  and,  therefore,  that  the  shoe  de- 
partment in  the  Walnut  Street  Prison  is  very  profitable. 

The  earnings  of  the  stone,  weaving,  and  shoe  departments,  according 
to  the  above  statement,  would  be  as  follows : — 

143  men  in  the  stone  department, $9,250  00 

90  men  in  the  weaving  department, 13,098  38 

20  men  in  the  shoe  department, 2,121  60 

253  men  in  these  three  departments, $24,469  98 

The  Vv'hole  expense  of  supporting  253  men,  as  men  are  sup- 
ported in  the  new  Prison  in  Connecticut,  at  13  cents  and 
4  mills  per  day,  would  be $12,374  23 

Leaving  a  gain  to  the  institution,  from  these  three  depart- 
ments, on  this  supposition,  of $12,095  75 
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We  know  that  there  are  many  other  men  in  the  Prison  profita- 
bly employed  ;  such  as  3  smiths,  1  carpet  weaver,  14  weav- 
ers in  the  manufacture  of  cloth  for  the  prisoners,  and  5  or 
6  others  in  the  same  shop ;  together  with  all  the  persons 
employed  in  making  up  the  prisoners'  clothes.  All  these,  we 
think,  are  as  profitably  employed,  at  the  prices  charged 
for  work  done  by  them,  as  any  persons  in  the  Prison.  We 
will  suppose  the  number  to  be  40,  and  that  they  earn  as 
much  as  the  shoemakers,  (i.  e.  34  cents  per  day,)  which 

would  give .•••.•    ^4,243  20 

We  have  now  considered  particularly  the  manner  in  which 
293  men  are  employed.  The  whole  number  in  the  Pris- 
on, in  Feb.  last,  w^as  464.  There  remain,  therefore,  171 
to  be  accounted  for.  Of  this  number,  there  were  unem- 
ployed, or  employed  at  unproductive  business,  cooks  7, 
bakers  4,  runners  5,  nursing  in  the  hospital  rooms  4,  pa- 
tients in  said  rooms  13,  in  the  cells  18;  writing,  painting, 
and  waiting  on  the  cells,  3 ;  total  unemployed,  or  employ- 
ed at  unproductive  business,  54;  leaving  117  unaccount- 
ed for,  or  as  not  included  in  either  of  the  departments 
above  specified,  or  among  the  unproductive  hands.  We 
will  suppose  that  these,  not  being  left  in  idleness,  earn  each 
10  cents  per  day,  (which  is  2  cents  per  day  less  than  the 
children  earn  in  the  House  of  Refuge  in  New  York,  on 
contract, ) 

1]7  prisoners,  male  and  female,  at  10  cents  per  day,         $3,650  40 
Making  the  total  earnings,  on  the  above  supposition,  of  the 

whole  number  of  convicts, 832,363  58 

This  we  verily  believe  a  less  sum  of  money  than  is  annually  earned 
by  the  labor  of  the  convicts  in  the  Walnut  Street  Prison.  One  reason 
why  we  say  this  is,  because  many  convicts  can  do  more  work  than  we 
have  supposed  :  as,  in  the  stone  department,  the  superintendent  stated  that 
men  would  sometimes  saw  30  feet  per  week  instead  of  12  feet,  which  is 
the  task  in  the  long  days  of  summer.  This,  he  said,  however,  was  not 
common.  Several  men  would  saw  20  feet  per  week,  which  is  almost 
double  the  ordinary  task  ;  and  one  man  sawed  62  feet  in  11  days.  Now, 
instead  of  supposing  that  any  such  amount  of  lalx)r  is  done  by  in- 
dividuals, we  have  supposed  that  even  less  than  the  least  task  is  done. 
There  were  120  men  employed  on  the  saws  in  February.  This  number,  at 
10  feet  per  week,  would  saw  60,400  feet  annually,  instead  of  50,000 
feet,  which  we  have  admitted  to  be  the  average ;  though  the  superin- 
tendent stated  that, 

From  January  to  April,    about 
From  April  to  July,  " 

From  July  to  October,  " 

From  October  to  January,    *' 

Total  in  the  year,  "        55,000       " 

In  other  cases,  as  in  this,  therefore,  we  have  taken  the  lowest  suppo- 
sition or  statement  in  regard  to  the  amount  of  labor  performed. 
C2 
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Besides,  we  liave  said  nothing  of  the  great  amount  of  labor  which  it  is 
in  the  power  of  the  convicts  to  do  in  the  form  of  overstint.  It  was  found, 
at  Charlestown,  Mass.,  at  one  time,  that  the  convicts  were  earning  for 
themselves,  in  this  way,  about  $6,000  annually ;  and  it  was  found,  also, 
by  the  testimony  of  the  officers,  before  a  committee  of  the  Legislature, 
that  much  of  the  money  thus  earned  was  transferred  from  convicts  to 
convicts,  and  from  convicts  to  officers,  on  written  and  verbal  orders  from 
the  convicts.  Now,  we  do  not  say  that  such  an  amount  of  money  is 
earned  by  the  convicts  in  the  form  of  overstint  in  the  Walnut  Street 
Prison,  nor  that  when  earned  it  is  ever  transferred  for  the  benefit  of  the 
officers.  But  what  has  been  may  be ;  and,  the  system  in  the  two  Pris- 
ons being  the  same,  in  regard  to  allowing  overstint,  similar  amounts  may 
have  been  earned,  and  similar  transfers  made.  We  make  the  sugges- 
tion, that  it  may  lead  to  thorough  investigation.  It  is  certain  that  there 
are  a  large  number  of  convicts  in  the  three  departments,  (sawing  stone, 
weaving,  and  making  shoes,)  who  can  do  the  task  of  2  days  in  1 ;  who 
can,  if  they  choose,  earn  as  much  for  themselves  as  they  earn  for  the 
county  or  state  ;  and  who  are  said  to  have  the  privilege  of  doing  what 
they  can  in  this  way.  We  should  not  be  surprised  to  learn,  that  ^6,000 
annually  has  been  made  in  the  Walnut  Street  Prison,  in  the  form  of 
overstint;  and  that  this  has  been  transferred,  in  part,  very  loosely,  to 
persons  and  for  purposes  which  may  make  it  very  desirable  to  some 
that  the  Prison  should  remain  as  it  is,  and  where  it  is,  for  years. 

But,  to  say  no  more  of  what  may  be  made  in  the  form  of  overstint, 
we  think  it  has  already  been  rendered  in  a  high  degree  probable,  that 
the  amount  of  earnings  from  the  labor  of  the  convicts  does  not  fall  short 
of  $32,363  58,  without  including  overstint. 

Now,  the  expense  of  supporting  464  convicts,  as  they  have  been  sup- 
ported in  the  new  Prison  in  Connecticut,  at  13  cents  and  4  mills  per 
day  each,  would  be  $22,694  24.  We  believe  that  they  can  be  support- 
ed on  Walnut  Street  better  than  they  now  are,  with  better  food,  better 
clothes,  and  with  as  many  officers  at  the  same  salary,  for  this  sum. 

The  expense  of  supporting  464  convicts,  as  they  were  supported  last 
year  at  Laml»erton,  N.  J.,  at  18  cents  and  9  mills  per  day  each,  would 
be  $31,670  32. 

The  expense  of  supporting  404  convicts  v/ould  be,  on  the  following 
supposition,  as  follows : 

Salary  of  the  officers,  as  in  the  Walnut  Street  Prison  : 
Principal  keeper,  ^900 ;  clerk,  $1,000,    .  .  .  1,900  00 

8  deputy  keepers,  at  $750  each, 6,000  00 

3  turnkeys,  at  $700,        *' 2,100  00 

Physician, 300  00 

Total  salary  of  officers, 10,300  00 

Provisions,  as  in  the  Walnut  Street  Prison, 
375  lbs.  of  beef  per  dav,  for  365  days,  is 
100,375  lbs.  at  3J-  cents  per  lb.,    .'....  3,513  12^ 

Rye  flour,  5  barrels  per  day,  for  365  days,  is 
1825  barrels  per  year,  at  $3  62^  per  barrel,    6,615  62^ 

Amounts  carried  over,  ....  $10^128  75        $10.30000 
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Amounts  brought  over, $10,128,75     $10,300  00 

Indian  meal,  365  cwt.,  at  $1,75  per  cwt.,  .  .  638,75 

Potatoes,  7  bushels  per  day,  for  365  days,  is 

2555  bushels,  at  30  cents  per  bushel,  .  .  .         766,50 
Molasses,  12  gallons  per  day,  for  365  days,  is 

4380  gallons,  at  30  cents  per  gallon,  ....      1,314,00 
Rye  for  coffee,  ^  bushel  per  day,  for  365  days, 

is  182  bushels,  at  75  cents  per  bushel,  .  .  .         146,50 

Cost  of  said  provisions,  quantity  and  price  as 

given  at  the  Prison, 12,994,50 

Hospital  department,  do 500,00 

Clothing,  as  in  the  Prison  at  Lamberton,  N.  J.,  for  464  pris- 
oners, at  $5,47  annually  for  each, 2,538,08 

Incidental  expenses,  as  in  the  Prison  at  Lamberton,  N.  J., 
for  464  prisoners,  at  $10,58^  annually  for  each, 4,911,44 

Total  expense  of  supporting  464  prisoners,  in  the  Walnut 
Street  Prison,  supposing  the  pay  of  the  officers,  provi- 
sions, and  hospital  department,  as  in  said  Prison,  and  the 
clothing,  and  incidental  expenses,  as  in  the  Prison  at 
Lamberton,  N.  J., $31,244,02 

What  sources  of  income  has  the  Prison  to  meet  these  ex- 
penses ? 

Earnings  of  253  prisoners,  in  the  stone,  weaving  and 
shoe  departments,  according  to  the  foregoing  statements 
and  estimates, 24,469,93 

Earnings  of  40  weavers,  tailors,  smiths,  &c.,  not  included 
above,  but  supposed  to  be  as  profitably  employed  as  the 
shoemakers,  at  34  cents  per  day, 4,243,20 

Earnings  of  100  other  prisoners,  not  included  above,  and 
not  in  the  hospital,  cells,  or  kitchen,  supposed  not  to  be 
idle,  but  to  earn  2  cents  less  per  day  than  children  and 
youth  in  the  House  of  Refuge  in  New  York,  i.  e.,  10 
cents  per  day, 3,650,40 

Provisions  for  73  prisoners  from  the  interior  counties,  sup- 
posed to  be  charged  to  all  the  counties  as  we  find  them 
charged  to  one  county,  i.  e,  at  18  cents  per  day,  or  $65,70 
per  year, 4,796,10 

Clothing  for  73  prisoners  from  the  interior  counties,  sup- 
posed to  be  charged  to  all  the  counties  as  we  find  it 
charged  to  one  county,  i.  e.,  at  an  average  of  $22,28^ 
annually  for  each 1 ,626,80 

Average  annual  expense  of  the  city  and  county  of  Phila- 
delphia for  the  support  of  criminals  in  the  Walnut  Street 
Prison  for  eleven  years, 4,191,94 

Total  income,  on  the  above  supposition, $42,978,42 

Balance  of  income  above  expenses,  proceeds  of  overstint  not 

included, $11,734,40 

31 
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Who  gets  the  balance  ? 
Does  the  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia  ? 
Does  any  one  or  all  of  the  interior  counties  ? 

Thus  we  have  exhibited  the  evidence,  in  part,  vi'hich  leads  us  to  be- 
lieve that  the  Walnut  Street  Prison  is  a  money-making  place  to  a  large 
amount  annually.  And  our  fear  has  been  that  the  money  thus  made  is 
acting  as  a  bonus  to  preserve  it  as  it  is,  and  where  it  is,  for  years  yet  to 
come.  And  if  all  the  sins  of  Sodom  were  concentrated  within  it,  (as 
we  have  melancholy  evidence  that  many  of  them  are,)  we  fear  it  would 
not  be  broken  up,  till  it  is  seen  how  much  money  is  made  within  its 
walls,  and  what  is  done  with  this  money.  We  are  not  speaking  at  ran- 
dom on  this  subject.  Facts  are  stubborn  things,  and  we  have  enough 
to  leave  no  more  doubt  in  our  minds  concerning  the  character  of  that 
Prison,  than  if  the  public  investigation  had  already  taken  place,  as  in 
Massach-usetts  and  New  Jersey.  We  have  written  as  above,  hoping 
that  it  may  lead  to  such  an  investigation. 

The  Prison  on  Arch  Street,  Philadelphia. — The  Prison  on  Arch 
Street  is  another  New  York  Bridewell.  We  wish  we  had  the  same 
evidence  that  it  is  coming  down  speedily.  It  differs  in  one  respect, 
however,  from  the  New  York  Bridewell.  In  New  York,  debtors  are 
not  confined  in  Bridewell.  In  Philadelphia,  eight  hundred  and  seven- 
teen debtors  were  confined  in  the  common  Prison  of  debtors  and  crim- 
inals, during  eight  months,  ending  February  25,  1830.  Of  these,  thirty 
were  for  less  than  one  dollar  each  ;  and  two  hundred  and  sixty-three  for 
less  than  five  dollars  each ;  and  five  hundred  and  seventy-seven  for  less 
than  $20  each.  A  gentleriian  from  Boston  discharged  a  decent  young 
man  from  close  confinement,  in  this  Jail  in  Philadelphia,  in  February, 
1830,  by  paying  costs,  $1,50,  and  the  original  debt,  25  cents.  He  would, 
in  all  probability,  have  remained  in  Jail  30  days.  This  man's  account 
of  himself  was,  that  he  was  imprisoned  for  revenge,  by  a  man  against 
whom  he  had  testified  in  court,  for  base  conduct  with  a  female.  Wheth- 
er it  be  true  or  false,  that  this  was  the  cause  of  his  imprisonment,  it 
shows  to  what  enormous  abuse  the  power  of  imprisonment  for  small 
debts  is  liable.  It  is  possible  for  malice,  avarice,  revenge,  and  lust,  to 
arrest  the  poor  and  friendless  debtor  in  Pennsylvania,  and  commit  him  to 
Prison,  and  keep  him  there  thirty  days  in  close  confinement,  for  twenty-^ 
five  cents.  Let  any  man,  not  inured  to  such  things,  place  himself  at  the 
entrance  of  the  Prison,  on  Arch  Street,  where  about  twelve  hundred  debtors 
annually  are  thrust  into  this  common  Prison  of  vice  and  crime,  poverty 
and  misfortune,  and  he  will  exclaim.  Is  this  justice  1  Is  it  possible  that 
such  things  take  place  under  the  sanction  of  law?  We  sincerely  hope 
that  our  friends  connected  with  the  society  for  alleviating  the  miseries 
of  public  Prisons,  which  has  existed  in  Philadelphia  more  than  forty 
years,  will  renew  their  strength  in  regard  to  the  Prison  on  Arch 
Street. 

An  esteemed  friend,  under  date  3d  month,  30th  day,  of  the  present 
year,  writes  from  Philadelphia,  concerning  the  two  Prisons  last  men- 
tioned :  "  While  on  a  grand  jury,  recently,  we  visited  the  Arch  Street 
and  Walnut  Street  Prisons,  and  petitioned  the  Legislature  to  abate  or 
remove  those  abominable  nuisances  of  crime.  And  I  am  in  hopes  some- 
thing may  be  done  next  winter,  especially  if  your  excellent  Society  will 
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lay  before  our  citizens  a  powerful  and  true  expose  of  those  Prisons,  in 
a  separate  pamphlet,  printed  on  large  type." 

We  make  a  single  extract  from  the  presentment  of  the  grand  jury, 
dated  Philadelphia,  January  5,  1830,  and  signed  by  Robert  M.  Lewis, 
foreman,  and  Stephen  P.  Morris,  secretary  ;  first  published  in  the  Na- 
tional Gazette  : — 

"  This  inquest  presents  the  arrangements  and  police  of  the  Arch  Street 
Prison,  as  evils  requiring  prompt  attention  and  alteration.  Vagrants  and 
untried  prisoners,  of  all  colors  and  degrees  of  crime,  are  there  assembled 
in  one  common  room,  and  form  one  common  association.  The  reputed 
pirate  and  murderer  was  found  seated  beside  a  youth  confined  for  a 
drunken  brawl — the  robber  and  the  passer  of  counterfeit  money  associ- 
ated with  those  that  had  been  committed  merely  as  vagrants,  or  for  as- 
saults— and  all  congregated  together,  and  forming  a  mass  of  vice,  whose 
contaminating  influence  must  be  felt  by  every  one  who  unhappily  is 
mingled  in  it ;  and  he  who  goes  there  a  novice,  if  he  can  be  taught  by 
precept  and  example,  may  come  forth  an  adept  in  villany.  In  the  part 
of  this  Prison  appropriated  to  debtors,  its  unfortunate  inmates,  white  and 
black,  were  found  in  one  hall  together,  with  privations  so  great  as  to 
form  a  severe  punishment  for  their  misfortunes  and  poverty." 

Eastern  Penitentiary. — The  new  Prison  on  Francis  Street,  called 
the  Eastern  Penitentianj,  has  been  occupied  during  the  last  year.  In 
February,  15  convicts,  generally  of  the  younger  class,  were  confined  in 
it.  They  were  furnished  with  labor,  and  allowed  instruction.  The 
iriends  of  the  system,  from  the  experiment  thus  far,  believe,  that  a 
building  can  be  so  constructed,  as  to  admit  of  solitary  labor,  with  con- 
venience, economy,  and  the  most  favorable  m.oral  results.  Such  a  buiid-' 
ing  may,  perhaps,  be  erected  daring  the  coming  year,  within  the  walls 
of  the  Eastern  Penitentiary,  sufficiently  large  to  meet  the  wants  of  the 
Eastern  district  of  Pennsylvania.  If  this  should  be  done,  the  Prison 
on  Walnut  Street  might,  perhaps,  be  broken  up  in  a  shorter  time  than 
we  have  apprehended.  If  the  Eastern  Penitentiary  had  not  been  ar- 
rested by  the  Legislature,  but  had  been  completed  on  the  original  plan, 
containing  accommodations  for  only  two  hundred  and  fifty  convicts,  we 
see  not  how  the  Walnut  Street  Prison  could  have  been  broken  up  for  a 
long  course  of  years ;  for  it  has  contained  twice  two  hundred  and  fifty 
convicts,  and  contains  nearly  twice  that  number  now,  after  the  Eastern 
and  Western  Penitentiaries  have  gone  partially  into  operation.  But  if 
a  building  should  be  erected  within  the  walls  of  the  Eastern  Penitentia- 
ry, containing  five  hundred  cells,  sufficiently  large  to  admit  of  solitary 
labour,  which  may  be  done  in  one  season,  for  870,000,  then  the  Wal- 
nut Street  Prison  can  be  broken  up  at  once ;  as  was  done  in  Connecti- 
cut, when  the  convicts  were  all  removed  from  Newgate  to  Wethersfield. 
This  beincr  done,  the  interior  counties  have  stronij  assurance  from  the 
superintendent  of  the  Eastern  Penitentiary,  that  their  convicts  will  no 
longer  be  an  expense  to  the  counties  from  which  they  are  sent,  but 
will  support  themselves. 

It  is  objected  to  this,  that  the  convicts  on  Walnut  Street  would  never 
go ;  that  some  of  them  have  hundreds  of  dollars,  and  some  one  or  more 
can,  probably,  command  a  thousand,  and  they  would  expend  it  all 
in  employing  council  to  prevent  such  a  measure.     Such  an  amount  of 
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money,  no  doubt,  would  enlist  powerful  advocates,  and  wise  opinions 
against  the  removal,  and  strongly  tend  to  entail  on  the  city  of  Philadelphia, 
and  the  State  at  large,  that  dreadful  nuisance  on  Walnut  Street.  If  the 
language  which  we  use,  when  speaking  of  that  Prison,  appears  too  strong, 
we  can  only  say,  it  proceeds  from  the  effect  which  has  been  produced 
on  our  minds  by  the  accumulating  evidence  of  six  years,  in  regard  to  the 
unutterable  abominations  within  its  walls.  We  might  sit  down  in  de- 
spair, and  say  nothing  on  the  subject,  if  we  had  not  seen  so  many  rough 
places  made  smooth,  and  crooked  ways  straight,  in  Prison  discipline, 
by  the  favor  of  God,  during  the  last  six  years.  We  therefore  indulge 
the  hope,  that  a  building  will  be  erected  within  the  walls  of  the  Fran- 
cis Street  Prison,  so  as  to  meet  the  wants  of  the  city  and  State ;  which 
may  be  done  at  a  less  expense  than  the  additional  one  hundred  and 
fifty  cells  c^uld  have  been  completed  on  the  original  plan  of  the  East- 
ern Penitentiary ;  and  then  the  Walnut  Street  Prison  may,  perhaps, 
be  broken  up  ;  otherwise  it  may  be  entailed  for  years.  If  such  should 
be  the  result  of  that  act  of  the  Legislature  which  arrested  the  farther 
prosecution  of  the  original  plan  of  building,  that  act  would  be  an 
incalculable  benefit  to  the  State.  This  may  be  done,  and  still  retain 
that  feature  of  the  Pennsylvania  system,  which  by  some  is  deemed 
most  important  in  Pennsylvania,  viz.  Solitary  Labor. 

Nao  Prison  at  Pittsburg.  The  new  Prison  at  Pittsburg,was  occupied 
the  last  year  by  59  convicts.  This  building,  which  was  erected  at  an  im- 
mense expense,  and  for  the  purpose  of  solitary  confinement  without  labor, 
does  not  answer  well  for  what  it  was  designed,  or  for  what  it  is  used. 
The  inspectora  say,  "  It  was  unfortunate  that  the  building  was  first 
put  up^  and  the  system  of  punishment  afterwards  prescribed.  There  is, 
perhaps,  no  trade  or  occupation  at  which  a  convict  could  work  in  any  of 
the  cells.  Independent  of  the  want  of  room,  in  a  kind  of  vault  about 
7  feet  by  9  in  the  clear,  there  is  not  sufficient  light,  the  only  supply 
being  what  can  reach  the  culprit  after  passing  through  the  narrow 
gratings  of  a  heavy  iron  door,  hung  on  stone  jambs  3  feet  thick,  af- 
ter passing  through  an  out  door,  and  across  a  vestibule  6  feet  deep. 
Constant  corvfinement  in  these  cells  is  found  incompatible  with  the  health 
of  the  convicts,  and  zee  have  found  it  necessary  to  permit  two  or  three 
to  be  out  alternately,  which  gives  an  opportunity  of  intercourse  to  about 
twenty,  that  greatly  diminishes  the  benefit  of  solitary  confinement. 
The  inconvenience  and  difficulties  arising  out  of  the  construction  of 
this  building  are  to  be  ascribed  to  the  circumstance,  that,  by  the  Sd  sec- 
tion of  the  act  of  March,  1818,  the  commissioners  were  directed  to  con- 
struct the  Penitentiary  upon  the  plan  exhibited  to  the  Legislature  by  the 
inspectors  of  tlie  city  and  county  of  Philadelphia." 

The  above  is  an  extract  from  the  Report  of  the  Inspectors  of  the 
Western  Penitentiary,  submitted  to  the  Legislature  of  Pennsylvania 
during  the  last  session. 

We  know  not  what  will  be  done  with  this  building,  or  what  system 
will  be  pursued  in  it. 

New  Aims-House  in  Philadelphia. — The  principle  of  solitude  at 
night  is  extending  itself  for  the  benefit  of  the  pauper  population  in 
Philadelphia.  A  letter  from  an  esteemed  friend,  dated  3d  month,  30th 
day, says  : — 
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"  I  have  pleasure  in  informing  you,  that  the  guardians  of  the  poor  of 
this  city  and  county,  and  the  commissioners  for  erecting  our  new  and 
very  extensive  Aims-House, ''  (for  the  accommodation  of  about  2,000 
souls,)  *'  have  determined  to  build  separate  dormitories  for  each  pauper, 
by  which  there  will  be  a  considerable  saving  in  the  cost  of  the  buildings, 
and  a  much  purer  air  ;  and,  what  is  of  greater  importance,  decency,  mod- 
esty, and  piety,  will  have  some  opportunity  of  residing  on  the  premises: 
but  which,  on  the  old  plan  of  building  Aims-Houses,  are  carefully  and 
effectually  shut  out." 

Baltimore  Penitentiary. — The  new  building  within  the  yard  of  the 
Baltimore  Penitentiary,  for  the  solitary  confinement  at  night  of  nearly 
400  convicts,  has  been  finished  and  occupied  during  the  last  year.  The 
directors  have  twice  publicly  acknowledged  themselves  and  the  State 
indebted  to  this  Society  for  the  plan  of  building,  and  the  document  in 
which  the  usefulness  of  the  Society  is  thus  acknowledged  has  been 
printed  by  authority  of  the  Legislature.  As  a  proof  that  it  is  not  an  un- 
meaning expression  of  their  obligations,  the  directors  of  the  Baltimore 
Penitentiary  recently  authorized  the  clerk  to  purchase  one  hundred  vol- 
umes of  the  stereotype  edition  of  the  Society's  series  of  Reports. 

NciD  Penitentiary  in  the  District  of  Columbia. — The  principal 
building  in  this  establishment  is  now  so  far  finished,  that  it  may  be  oc- 
cupied ;  but  when  we  last  heard,  no  convicts  had  been  committed  to  it. 

Mr.  Powers,  chairman  of  the  committee  on  the  District  of  Columbia, 
has  reported  a  bill  in  Congress  for  the  punishment  of  crimes  in  the 
District,  which  is  mild  and  humane  in  its  general  provisions,  substituting, 
in  many  cases,  confinement  in  the  Penitentiary  for  crimes  formerly  pun- 
ished with  death. 

The  keeper  of  the  new  Penitentiary  has  been  appointed,  and  the  in- 
spectors also,  who  have  provided,  in  their  rules  and  regulations,  among 
others  more  common,  the  following,  which  are  more  novel,  but  not  less 
important. 

1.  "There  shall  be  morning  and  evening  service  performed,  daily, 
by  the  Chaplain. 

2.  "  There  shall  be  a  Sunday  school,  under  the  direction  of  the 
Chaplain,  with  the  co-operation  and  concurrence  of  the  Warden. 

3.  *'  There  shall  be  a  sermon  preached,  and  divine  service  performed 
every  Sabbath  day,  by  the  Chaplain. 

4.  "  There  shall  be  present  at  all  the  religious  services,  and 
at  the  Sunday  school,  such  officers  as  shall  be  designated  by  the 
Warden. 

5.  "  Each  cell  shall  be  furnished  with  a  Bible,  and  such  other  reli- 
gious books  as  the  Warden,  with  the  assent  of  the  Inspectors,  may  think 
suitable  to  improve  their  morals  and  conduct." 

Such  rules  and  regulations,  being  thus  made  part  of  a  system  of  Pris- 
on discipline,  in  the  District  of  Columbia,  may  become  of  great  value 
to  the  world. 

New  Penitentiary  in  Tennc??ec. — In  Tennessee,  the  objects  of  this 
Society  are  receiving  particular  attention  at  the  present  time.  A  let- 
ter from  the  Governor,  dated  Nashville,  Dec.  18,  says  : — 

"  The  Reports  of  the  Prison  Discipline  Societv,  together  with  vour 

'31* 
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letter  of  the  24th  ult.,  were  handed  me  by  Colonel  Robert  Armstrong, 
of  this  place,  a  few  days  ago. 

"  The  Reports  contain  much  useful  information,  which  is  peculiarly 
interesting  to  us  at  this  time,  as  our  Legislature  have  passed  a  law  at 
the  present  session,  authorizing  the  erection  of  a  Penitentiary. 

"  Three  commissioners,  with  myself,  have  been  appointed  to  superin- 
tend the  building,  and  we  have  sent  a  gentleman  to  procure  plans  of 
the  most  approved  Penitentiaries  in  the  Eastern  States." 

We  have  since  learnt  that  the  architect  here  spoken  of  has  visited 
Wethersfield,  Conn.,  and  taken  the  plan  of  that  institution. 

Since  his  return,  the  foundation  of  the  new  Penitentiary  has  been 
laid  near  Nashville.  The  building  will  be  310  feet  by  58,  and  3  stories 
high.  A  wall  4  feet  thick  and  30  high  will  enclose  a  yard  of  310  by 
300,  in  the  rear  of  the  main  building. 

State  Prison  in  Kentucky. — In  Kentucky,  a  very  great  change  has 
been  effected  in  the  Penitentiary  system.  A  new  building  has  been 
erected  for  solitary  confinement  at  night ;  moral  and  religious  instruc- 
tion, and  a  new  discipline,  resembling  that  at  Auburn,  have  been  intro- 
duced ;  the  keeper  has  assumed  the  responsibility  of  supporting  the  es- 
tablishment, and  of  paying  over  one  half  the  net  proceeds  of  the  labor 
of  the  convicts  to  the  State,  and  he  says,  in  a  letter  recently  received, 
that  the  earnings  have  exceeded  the  expenses,  during  the  last  five  years, 
many  thousand  dollars. 

State  Prison  at  Columbus,  Ohio. — In  Ohio,  too,  we  have  evidence, 
that  the  objects  of  this  Society  are  receiving  attention.  A  letter  from 
the  superintendent  of  the  State  Prison  at  Columbus,  dated  April  28, 
1830,  says  :— 

*'  I  am  satisfied  that  we  must  abandon  the  system,  or  make  arrange- 
ttients  to  extend  the  Prison  for  solitary  confinement  at  night.  I  had  con- 
templated sending  letters  to  the  keepers  of  the  different  Prisons,  solicit- 
ing information  similar  to  that  asked  by  you,  that  I  might  be  able  to  lay 
the  subject  fully  before  the  next  Legislature,  and  show  them  the 
beneficial  results  of  our  best  Prisons.  Should  your  Report  be  printed 
in  time  to  be  here  by  the  1st  of  October,  I  should  be  pleased  that 
you  would  inform  me  immediately,  as  it  would  save  me  the  trouble 
of  getting  similar  information  in  another  way." 

So  much  in  regard  to  the  prospect  of  improvement  in  the  con- 
struction of  the  Prison. 

In  regard  to  moral  and  religious  instruction,  the  synod  of  Ohio 
has  provided  a  chaplain  for  the  Prison  at  Columbus.  A  letter  from 
the  keeper,  dated  April  28,  says  : — "  Divine  service  is  performed  every 
Sabbath  in  the  upper  hall,  by  a  most  worthy  and  pious  man,  the  Rev. 
J.  Chute ;  and,  for  the  last  six  months,  a  Bible  class  has  been  attended 
every  Sabbath  by  about  16  of  the  convicts,  going  through  the  Prison 
in  rotation." 

New  Penitentiary  in  Illinois. — In  Illinois  a  new  Penitentiary  is  build- 
ing, and  the  Lieut.  Governor,  who  was  visiting  the  Eastern  States  for  the 
purpose,  in  part,  of  obtaining  information  concerning  the  Penitentiary  sys- 
tem, was  furnished  with  several  copies  of  the  series  of  Reports  of  the 
Prison  Discipline  Society,  and  apian  of  building  has  since  been  furnish- 
ed from  the  Prison  at  Auburn. 
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We  have  thus  given  a  brief  outline  of  the  progress  of  the  reform  in 
Prisons  during  the  last  year. 

Stereotype  Edition  of  the  Reports. — We  proceed  now  to  notice  the 
measures  which  have  been  adopted  by  the  Board  during  the  last  year, 
in  regard  to  the  Reports  of  the  Society.  Four  tliousand  copies  of  the 
Fourth  Report  were  published  by  the  committee  to  whom  it  was  referred, 
soon  after  the  last  annual  meeting.  The  Legislature  of  Massachusetts 
purchased,  for  the  use  of  the  members,  six  hundred  copies.  The  Leg- 
islatures of  Vermont  and  New  Jersey  were  liberally  supplied ;  and 
such  was  the  demand  for  them,  in  supplying  the  friends  of  the  Society, 
and  others  who  might  render  them  useful,  that  the  edition  was  soon  ex- 
hausted, and  with  it  the  remaining  numbers  of  our  former  Reports;  so 
that  our  means  of  usefulness  appeared  to  be  gone  ;  while  the  demand  for 
the  Reports  from  the  south  and  west,  from  South  America  and  Eu- 
rope, were  increasing.  The  Board,  therefore,  resolved  to  stereotype  the 
whole  series,  i.  e.,  the  1st,  3d,  and  4th,  the  2d  having  been  previously 
stereotyped,  provided  funds  could  be  obtained  for  this  specific  purpose, 
so  as  not  to  embarrass  the  Society.  The  object  was  regarded  with 
favor  by  those  to  whom  it  was  presented,  and  the  work  was  stereotyped, 
and  two  thousand  copies  of  the  stereotype  edition  printed,  on  the  first  of 
January.  The  volume  contains  330  pages  octavo,  is  sold  in  boards  for 
$1  a  copy,  and  by  the  quantity  to  Legislatures,  and  public  institutions, 
in  the  pamphlet  form,  for  50  cents  a  copy.  If  another  edition  should  be 
required,  the  Society  will  be  able  to  furnish  them  at  a  cheaper  rate. 

Six  editions  of  the  1st  Report  have  now  been  printed,  three  editions 
of  the  2d,  two  of  the  3d,  and  two  of  the  4th. 

By  thus  extensively  disseminating  the  information  contained  in  the 
Reports,  abuses  in  Prisons  are  exposed  and  corrected,  or  prevented,  ap- 
proved plans  of  Prisons  made  known,  and  the  public  mind  interested  to 
some  extent  in  behalf  of  a  miserable  class  of  men. 

Imprisonment  for  Debt.  Returns  have  been  received  from  nearly  one 
hundred  Prisons  in  the  United  States,  showing  liow  many  persons  were 
imprisoned  for  debt  during  the  year  ending  December  30,  1829 ;  for 
what  sums  they  were  imprisoned  ;  how  much  time  was  lost  in  Prisons ; 
how  many  were  discharged  by  the  creditor  or  his  attorney ;  how  many 
paid  the  debt ;  how  many  took  the  poor  debtor's  oath  ;  what  was  the 
whole  amount  of  debt ;  what  was  the  whole  amount  of  costs ;  and  who 
supported  the  debtor  in  Prison. 

The  letters  received  from  the  sheriffs  of  different  counties,  and  dif- 
ferent and  distant  States,  containing  this  information,  merit  the  particu- 
lar and  grateful  acknowledgments  of  the  Society,  for  the  labor  bestow- 
ed in  examining  the  records  of  the  Prisons,  to  collect  it.  Many  of  the 
letters,  also,  are  valuable,  inasmuch  as  they  contain  an  expression  of 
the  opinion  of  practical  men,  who  have  had  the  best  opportunities  of 
observation,  in  regard  to  the  operation  of  the  present  laws  on  the  subject 
of  imprisonment  for  debt. 

We  have  also  received  letters  from  judges,  lawgivers,  and  philan- 
thropists, expressing  their  opinion  on  this  subject. 

The  following  general  remarks  are  supported  by  the  first  class  of  letters, 
to  which  we  have  referred  : — 
D 
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1.  The  number  of  persons  imprisoned  for  debt  in  the  Northern  and 
Middle  States  is  very  great. 

During  the  year  ending  December  30,  1829,  there  were  imprisoned 
for  debt  in  Concord,  N.  H.,  31  ;  in  Taunton,  Mass.,  126 ;  in  Worces- 
ter, 271  ;  in  Boston,  1211 ;  in  East  Greenwich,  R.  I.,  80  ;  in  Newport, 
R.  L,  78;  in  Pennyan,  N.  Y.,  103;  at  Courtland  Village,  112;  in 
Buffalo,  338;  in  the  city  of  New  York,  in  1828,  3,000;  in  Philadel- 
phia, during  8  months,  ending  February  25,  1830,  817  ;  in  Baltimore, 
in  1829,  944.  As  nearly  as  we  can  ascertain  from  the  returns  which 
we  have  received,  the  numbef  imprisoned  for  debt  annually  is,  in  Mas- 
sachusetts, 3,000;  in  New  York,  10,000;  in  Pennsylvania,  7,000;  in 
Maryland,  3,000  ;  and  in  the  other  Northern  and  Middle  States,  nearly 
as  above  in  proportion  to  the  population. 

2.  The  nianber  of  persons  imprisoned  for  debt,  compared  with  the 
number  imprisoned  for  crime,  is  very  great. 

In  Worcester,  Mass.,  the  debtors  were  to  the  criminals  as  3  to  1  ;  in 
Rhode  Island,  as  4  to  1 ;  in  Pennyan,  N.  Y.,  nearly  as  5  to  1 ;  at  Court- 
land  Village  more  than  8  to  1 ;  at  Belvidere,  N.  J.,  as  5  to  1  ;  at  Flem- 
ington,  N.  J.,  as  6  to  1 ;  in  17  Prisons  in  the  Northern  and  Middle 
States,  nearly  as  5  to  1. 

3.  The  number  of  persons  imprisoned  for  small  debts  is  very  great. 
In  Philadelphia  alone,  the  number  of  persons  imprisoned  in  eight 

months,  ending  February  25,  1830,  for  less  than  one  dollar  each,  was 
thirty.  In  eleven  other  Prisons,  from  which  we  have  heard,  there  were 
imprisoned,  during  the  year  ending  December  30,  1829,  for  less  than 
one  dollar  each,  thirty-two. 

4.  The  number  of  persons  imprisoned  for  more  than  one,  and  less  than 
five  dollars  each,  is  still  greater. 

In  thirty  Prisons,  from  which  we  have  heard,  there  were  imprisoned, 
for  more  than  one  and  less  than  five  dollars  each,^vc  hundred  and  nine- 
ty-five. 

5.  The  number  of  persons  imprisoned  for  more  than  five,  and  less  than 
twenty  dollars,  is  very  great. 

In  thirty-two  Prisons,  from  which  we  have  heard,  there  were  impris- 
oned for  more  than  five  and  less  than  twenty  dollars,  two  thousand  one 
hundred  and  eighty-four. 

6.  The  number  of  persons  imprisoned  for  more  than  twenty,  and  less 
than  one  hundred  dollars,  is  not  one  third  as  great  as  the  nuynber  im- 
prisoned for  less  than  twenty  dollars. 

In  thirty-two  Prisons,  from  which  we  have  heard,  the  number  impris- 
oned for  less  than  twenty  dollars  each,  was  2841 ;  for  more  than  twenty, 
and  less  than  $100,—  902. 

7.  The  number  of  persons  imprisoned  for  more  than  one  hundred 
dollars  each  is  very  small,  in  comparison  with  the  number  imprisoned 
for  less  than  twenty  dollars. 

In  fifty-three  Prisons,  from  which  we  have  heard,  the  whole  number 
imprisoned  for  more  than  one  hundred  dollars  each,  was  four  hundred 
and  sixteen,  or  only  as  one  to  seven,  compared  with  the  number  impris- 
oned for  less  than  twenty  dollars. 

8.  The  time  lost  in  Prison  is  very  considerable  by  those  who  are  poor- 
ly able  to  lose  it. 
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In  fifteen  Prisons,  from  wliich  we  have  heard,  in  the  Northern  and 
Middle  States,  the  persons  imprisoned  for  debt, 

For  less  than  one  day,  were 269 

For  more  than  one,  and  less  than  five  days, 323 

For  more  than  five,  and  less  than  ten  days, 203 

For  more  than  ten,  and  less  than  twenty  days,     154 

For  more  than  twenty,  and  less  than  thirty  days,       83 

For  more  than  thirty  days, 431 

Total  amount  of  time  lost  in  fifteen  Prisons,  nineteen  thousand,  nine 
hundred  and  eighty-seven  days. 

9.  While  so  much  time  is  lost  in  Prison,  it  is  a  very  fruitless  business 
as  a  means  of  compelling  payment. 

In  seventeen  Prisons,  from  which  we  have  heard,  out  of  two  thousand 
and  fifty-seven  persons  imprisoned,  the  records  show  only  two  hundred 
and  ninety-four  who  paid  the  debt. 

10.  The  number  of  persons  discharged  by  the  creditor  or  his  attorney, 
according  to  the  records,  is  more  than  three  times  as  large  as  the  number 
of  those  who  pay  the  debt. 

In  seventeen  Prisons,  from  which  we  have  heard,  as  already  stated, 
two  hundred  and  ninety-four  paid  the  debt,  and  one  thousand  and 
nineteen  were  discharged  by  the  creditor  or  his  attorney. 

11.  The  number  of  persons  discharged  by  taking  the  poor  debtor's 
oath,  is  more  than  twice  as  great  as  the  number  of  those  who  pay  the 
debt. 

In  the  seventeen  Prisons  above  mentioned,  two  hundred  and  ninety- 
four  paid  the  debt,  and  seven  hundred  and  forty-four  took  the  poor 
debtor's  oath. 

12.  The  amount  paid,  according  to  the  records,  in  consequence  of  im^ 
prisonment,  is  not  one  half  the  value  of  time  lost  at  81  per  day. 

In  seventeen  Prisons,  from  which  we  have  heard,  the  amount  paid, 
in  the  year  ending  December  30,  1829,  as  nearly  as  can  be  ascertained, 
was  seven  thousand  nine  hundred  and  ninety-two  dollars ;  the  value  of 
time  lost  in  fifteen  Prisons,  during  the  same  time,  at  81  per  day, 
was  nineteen  thousand  nine  hundred  and  eighty-seven  dollars. 

13.  This  is  not  only  very  fruitless,  but  very  expensive  business  to  the 
creditor. 

We  have  reason  to  believe,  that,  in  most  cases,  in  which  persons  are 
discharged  from  Prison  by  the  creditor  or  his  attorney,  or  by  the  ])Oor 
debtor's  oath,  the  costs  are  paid  by  the  creditor ;  and  we  have  already 
seen,  that  in  seventeen  Prisons  there  were  discharged  by  the  creditor  or 

his  attorney, 1019 

By  the  poor  debtor's  oath, ^^^ 

By  paying  the  debt, 294 

We  have  made  the  inquiry  of  a  number  of  the  respectable  men  of 
our  acquaintance,  whether  they  ever  imprisoned  a  man  for  debt. 
Their  general  answer  has  been.  Yes ;  once  or  twice,  and  we  lost  the 
debt,  and  paid  the  costs. 

14.  The  operation  of  the  laws,  in  regard  to  imprisonment  for  debt, 
is  very  different  in  the  Northern  and  Southern  States. 

In  seventeen  Prisons  heard  from  in  the  Northern  States,  the  number 
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of  persons  imprisoned  during  the  year  ending  Dec.  30,  1829,  was  two 
tliuusand,  seven  hundred  and  forty-two. 

In  the  same  number  of  Prisons  in  the  Southern  States,  only  thirty-five. 

15.  There  are  examples  of  amelioration  and  aloliiion. 

In  Massachusetts,  there  is  a  law  which  forbids  the  imprisonment  of 
any  debtor  for  less  than  five  dollars.  A  similar  law,  in  the  other 
Northern  and  Middle  States,  would  have  saved  from  imprisonment, 
during  the  last  year,  in  eighteen  Prisons,  from  which  we  have  heard, 
four  hundred  and  thirty-one  persons.  The  great  opposition  to  this  law 
is  said  to  have  come  from  groceries  and  grog  shops. 

There  is  a  law  in  Nev*?  Hampshire,  which  forbids  tlie  imprisonment 
of  any  debtor  for  less  than  8l3,-33.  A  similar  law,  in  the  other  North- 
ern and  Middle  States,  would  have  saved  from,  imprisonment,  during 
the  last  year,  in  eighteen  Prisons,  from  which  wc  have  heard,  one  thou- 
sand four  hundred  and  fifty-four  persons. 

There  is  a  law  in  Massachusetts,  which  requires  the  creditor  to  pay 
the  board  of  the  debtor.  This  law  is  said,  by  several  of  the  jailers,  to 
have  diminished  the  duration  of  imprisonment  for  debt  about  one  third. 

A  very  shrewd  and  observing  jailer,  in  a  Prison  where  more  than 
one  thousand  persons  are  impris<^>ned  annually,  remarked,  that  many 
cases  of  imprisonment  for  small  debts  would  be  prevented,  if  the  credi- 
tors were  obliged  to  make  oath,  that  the  debts  v/cre  true  dtlts ;  as  in 
South  Carolina. 

In  Kentucky  and  Ohio,  imprisonment  for  debt  is  abolished.  A 
similar  law,  in  the  Northern  and  Middle  States,  would  have  saved  from 
imprisonment,  during  the  last  year,  as  nearly  as  we  can  ascertain,  about 
fifty  thousand  persons. 

16.  The  laics  and  piihlic  opinion  appear  to  he  at  variance  on  the 
subject  of  im2)risonment  for  debt. 

We  have  already  seen,  to  some  extent,  what  is  the  operation  of  the 
laws.  We  now  give  an  abstract  of  the  laws  of  several  States,  where  the 
evils  of  imprisonment  for  debt  seem  to  be  greatest.  And  immediately 
after  the  abstract,  we  shall  give  what  we  consider  an  expression  of  pub- 
lic opinion. 

Abstract  of  the  Laws  of  several  of  the  United  States  on  Im- 
prisonment FOR  Debt. 

.Maine. — By  the  Law  of  Feb.  9,  1822,  no  person  can  be  taken  on  excculicn, 
unless  the  debt  founded  on  contract  exceed  five  dollais. 

The  Court  of  Sessions  are  authoiizcd  to  fix  and  ,'.l{er  (he  limits  of  the  Jail  yards. 

If  there  are  two  Jails  in  the  same  county,  debtors  shall  be  committed  to  the 
nearest  Jail. 

Persons  imprisoned  for  debt  may  have  the  liberty  of  the  yard  by  giving  bonds, 
with  two  sureties,  for  twice  the  amount  for  which  they  are  impii.-oned. 

Debtors  on  the  limits  may  lake  lodoings,  by  paying  for  the  same. 

The  bond  for  not  departing  from  the  Juil  yard  is  void,  if  (he  debtor  surrenders 
himself,  and  goes  in'o  clo?c  confinement. 

When  a  person  cannot  support  himself  in  Prison,  (he  keeper  shall  cpply  to  a  jus- 
tice of  the  peace,  who  shall  issue  a  no'ificaticn  (o  (he  creditor  of  the  piiscnei's  de- 
sire to  take  the  benefit  of  the  oath.  This  notification  (o  the  credi'or  must  be  left 
at  least  fifteen  days  before  the  time  of  administeiing  (he  oath.  If  the  creditor  does 
not  live  in  the  state,  and  has  no  .agent  or  attorney  (here,  (he  no  ification  must  be 
left  with  the  clerk  of  the  court,  or  justice,  by  whom  the  execution  was  signed.  Any 
two  justices  of  the  peace  in  the  county  m.ay  administer  (he  oath.     Said  justices 
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may,  if  necessary,  adjourn  their  proceedings,  not  more  than  twice,  nor  for  more  than 
twenty-four  hours.  The  creditor  may  propose  interrogatories,  and  require  them  to 
be  answered  in  writing  by  the  debtor,  which  the  justices  shall  certify.  Each  jus- 
tice shall  receive  one  dollar  a  day  for  attendance  ;  the  j<istice  who  issues  the  notifi- 
cation, fifty  cents,  and  the  same  travelling  fee  as  for  taking  depositions.  If  the  jus- 
tices are  not  satisfied  that  the  debtor  has  given  a  true  statement,  in  regard  to  his 
or  her  property,  they  may  refuse  to  administer  the  oath.  When  the  oath  has  been 
administered  according  to  the  form  prescribed  by  law,  the  jailer  is  required  to  dis- 
charge the  body,  and  it  cannot  be  held  any  longer  on  such  execution. 

A  person  disqualified  as  a  witness  may  have  the  oath  administered. 

If  a  prisoner  is  convicted  of  concealing  his  estate,  he  is  liable  to  the  penalties  of 
perjury. 

The  judgment  remains  in  force  against  the  estate  of  a  prisoner  discharged,  but  not 
against  the  body,  and  the  creditor  may  take  out  a  new  execution  against  lands. 

If  the  debtor  have  property  to  the  amount  of  $30  or  more,  (that  is  unattachable,) 
and  he  shall  spend  or  use  the  same  without  giving  the  creditor  information  and  op- 
portunity to  receive  the  benefit  of  the  same,  to  the  amount  of  his  debt,  this  shall  be 
esteemed  a  fraudulent  transaction  in  the  debtor.  Persons  assisting  and  abetting  in 
such  a  transaction  are  made  liable  to  the  creditor  for  double  the  amount  of  the 
money  or  goods  thus  secreted  or  spent. 

The  price  of  articles  furnished  by  the  jailer  to  the  debtor,  in  case  of  dispute,  shall 
be  fixed  by  the  Court  of  Session. 

Persons  having  the  liberty  of  the  yard,  unless  discharged  according  to  law,  in 
nine  months  shall  be  held  in  close  confinement. 

Persons  committed  for  taxes  may  have  the  liberty  of  the  yard  on  giving  bonds. 

Persons  committed  for  taxes  may  take  the  poor  debtor's  oath,  according  to  the 
form  prescribed  by  law. 

The  creditor  may  discharge  the  debtor,  without  affecting  the  judgment,  by  giv- 
ing a  written  permission ;  such  discharge  not  to  release  the  debtor  from  debt  and 
costs,  but  his  body  shall  be  exempted. 

A  prisoner,  claiming  relief  as  a  pauper,  shall  be  discharged,  unless  security  be 
given  for  his  support. 

By  the  act  of  Feb.  25,  1824,  persons  arrested  on  execution  may  have  the  privi- 
lege of  taking  the  poor  debtor's  oath,  without  being  carried  to  Jail,  when  the  debtor 
declares  his  intention  of  taking  the  oath.  It  then  becomes  the  duty  of  the  officer 
to  take  the  debtor  before  the  nearest  justice,  who  shall  make  out  a  notification  to 
the  creditor  of  the  time  and  place  of  taking  the  oath ;  provided  the  debtor  shall 
give  bond  with  good  and  sutficient  surety  or  sureties,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  offi- 
cer, that  he  will  appear  at  the  time  and 'place  appointed,  and  provided,  also,  that  in 
case  the  justice  shall  not  admit  the  debtor  to  the  benefit  of  the  oath,  said  debtor 
shall  surrender  himself  to  the  officer  or  jailer. 

In  case  of  disclosure  and  proffer  of  real  estate,  or  personal,  the  debtor's  body  is 
exempted  if  the  creditor  do  not  take  such  estate.  And  in  case  the  creditor  does 
not,  within  thirty  days,  cause  the  property  thus  disclosed  to  be  taken  on  execution, 
tlie  body  of  said  debtor  shall  for  ever  afterwards  be  exempted  fiom  arrest  on  said 
execution. 

The  penalties  of  perjury  arc  annexed  to  false  swearing  according  to  the  provis- 
ions of  this  law. 

Certain  articles  are  exempted  from  attachment,  viz  :  the  wearing  apparel,  beds, 
bedsteads,  bedding,  and  household  utensils,  of  any  debtor,  necessary  for  himself, 
his  wife,  and  his  children ;  the  tools  of  any  debtor,  necessary  for  his  trade  or  occu- 
oation;  the  Bibles  and  school  books,  which  may  be  in  actual  use  in  his  or  her  fam- 
ily ;  all  cast-iron  stoves,  and  stoves  made  of  sheet  iron,  used  exclusively  for  the  pur- 
pose of  warming  buildings:  one  cow,  one  swine,  ten  sheep,  with  the  wool  which 
may  be  shorn  from  them,  and  thirty  hundred  of  huy  for  the  use  of  said  cow,  and 
two  tons  for  the  use  of  said  sheep,  shall  be  exempted  from  attachment ;  provided, 
that  not  more  than  one  such  stove  to  each  building,  owned  or  occupied  by  the  same 
person  or  family,  shall  be  so  exempted;  and  provided,  also,  that  the  beds  and  bed- 
steads, exempted  as  aforesaid,  shall  not  exceed  one  bed,  bedstead,  and  necessary  bed- 
ding to  two  persons,  nor  the  household  furniture  the  value  of  fifty  dollars. 

JVeuj  Hampshire.— By  the  lav;  of  January  3, 1829,  the  following  property  is  ex- 
empt from  attachment — the  wearing  apparel  necessary  for  immediate  use,  two 
comfortable  beds,  bedsteads,  and  bedding  necessary  for  the  same,  household  furni- 
ture to  the  value  of  twcntv  dollars,  the  Bibles  and  school  books  in  actual  family 
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use,  one  cow,  one  ton  of  hay,  and  one  hog,  and  one  pig  not  over  six  months  old, 
and  in  case  the  debtor  be  a  farmer  or  mechanic,  tools  of  his  occupation  to  the  value 
of  twenty  dollars,  six  sheep,  and  the  fleeces  of  the  same  sheep,  while  in  possession 
of  the  owner  of  the  sheep. 

A  poor  debtor  may  have  a  chamber  in  the  keeper's  house,  and  the  liberty  of  the 
yard,  by  giving  bond,  with  sufficient  sureties  for  double  the  sum  for  which  he  is 
imprisoned,  provided,  that,  when  any  person  is  imprisoned  on  any  such  prison  bond, 
he  shall  remain  in  close  confinement. 

When  any  poor  debtor  has  not  goods  to  the  value  of  twenty  dollars  besides  those 
exempted  from  attachment,  he  may  apply  to  any  two  Justices  of  the  Superior  Court, 
or  of  the  Common  Pleas,  or  to  any  two  Commissioners  of  Jail  Delivery  in  the 
county,  and  pray  to  be  admitted  to  take  the  oath  prescribed  by  law.  This  may  be 
done  immediately;  and  the  order  of  notice  must  be  served  at  least  fifteen  days  be- 
fore the  day  appointed  for  such  hearing.  If  the  Justices  are  satisfied,  at  the  time 
appointed  for  hearing  the  parties,  that  the  debtor  is  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  the 
oath,  it  may  be  administered ;  and  when  administered,  if  the  debtor  can  satisfy  the 
prison  keeper  for  past  charges,  he  may  be  discharged. 

After  the  discharge,  the  judgment  remains  good  against  the  estate,  which  may 
then,  or  at  any  time,  belong  to  the  prisoner,  but  not  against  his  body. 

The  debtor's  estate  is  made  liable  for  Prison  charges. 

Persons  disqualified  to  give  testimony  may  take  the  poor  debtor's  oath. 

If  the  creditor  neglects  to  levy  his  execution,  on  the  body  of  the  debtor,  for  thirty 
days  or  more,  after  the  poor  debtor  was  imprisoned,  then  the  body  is  exempted  from 
arrest,  in  any  action  of  debt  on  said  judgment,  for  the  period  of  one  year. 

By  the  law  of  January  1,  1829,  no  person  can  be  committed  to  jail  for  less  than 
$13  33,  and  the  limits  of  the  yard  are  extended  to  the  boundaries  of  the  town 
where  the  prison  is. 

Vermont. —  Writs  of  attachment  may  issue  against  the  goods,  chattels  or  estate 
of  any  person  or  persons ;  and  for  want  thereof,  against  their  bodies. — By  the  law 
of  March  2,  1797.  And  the  body  or  bodies  of  such  person  or  persons,  taken  on 
mesne  process,  shall  be  holden  and  committed  to  Jail,  unless  he,  she  or  they  shall 
procure  some  person  or  persons  to  become  surety  or  sureties  to  the  satisfaction  of 
the  officer  sending  such  process,  or  to  the  creditor  or  creditors. 

Bail  may  surrender  the  principal  into  court  before  or  during  the  term  in  which 
final  judgment  shall  be  entered,  and  be  discharged  from  further  liability.  Or  the 
principal  may,  at  any  time,  be  committed  to  Jail  by  the  surety  or  sureties,  if  there 
is  danger  of  his  absconding  or  being  out  of  the  way. 

Persons  committed  to  Jail  on  mesne  process,  and  kept  in  Jail  until  final  judgment 
is  rendered,  shall  be  discharged  from  confinement  by  the  jailer,  unless  the  plaintiff 
shall,  within  fifteen  days  after  the  rendering  of  such  judgment,  charge  him  with 
execution. 

When  movable  or  personal  estate  cannot  be  found  sufficient  to  satisfy  the  dama- 
ges or  costs  of  an  execution  and  the  legal  fees  thereon,  the  body  of  the  debtor 
may  be  taken  by  the  officer,  and  committed  to  the  Jail. 

Persons  in  Jail  on  mesne  process,  in  any  civil  action,  or  upon  execution,  founded 
on  any  proper  action  of  debt,  shall  be  admitted  to  the  liberties  of  the  yard,  provided 
they  give  bond  to  the  sheriff  of  the  county,  with  one  or  more  sufficient  sureties,  &c., 
not  to  pass  such  limits  until  discharged  by  the  creditor  or  by  due  process  of  law. — 
Law  of  March  9,  1797. 

Jail  limits  of  the  several  counties  not  to  exceed  in  extent /oMr  square  miles. — 
Law  of  November,  1813. 

Debtors  are  permitted  to  retain,  not  liable  to  attachment  on  mesne  process  or 
execution,  the  following  articles — 1  cow,  and  such  suitable  apparel,  bedding,  tools, 
arms,  and  articles  of  household  furniture,  as  may  be  necessary  for  upholding  life. 
— Law  of  March  7,  1797. 

By  law  of  November,  1818,  in  addition  to  the  foregoing  articles,  exempted  from 
attachment,  &c.,  the  following  are  included — 10  sheep,  and  1  year's  product  of 
said  sheep,  either  of  wool,  yarn  or  cloth,  the  best  swine,  or  the  meat  of  said 
swine,  and  forage  sufficient  to  keep  10  sheep  and  1  cow. 

Person^  committed  to  Jail  on  execution  for  debt,  if  they  have  no  property  to 
satisfy  said  execution,  may  take  the  poor  debtor's  oath,  and  be  discharged,  having 
first  given  six  days'  notice  of  his  intention  to  take  such  oath,  to  the  creditor,  if  he 
live  within  the  county,  and  twelve  days'  notice,  if  the  creditor  live  without  the  limits 
of  the  county. 
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The  body  of  any  poor  debtor,  so  discharged  from  imprisonment,  as  aforesaid,  by 
taking  the  poor  debtor's  oath,  shall  not  be  again  liable  to  arrest  or  imprisonment 
for  the  same  debt ;  but  the  debtor's  property  and  estate  shall  be  liable  to  be  taken 
for  said  debt,  equally  as  before,  and  his  estate  shall  also  be  liable  for  his  prison 
charges  during  all  the  time  of  his  imprisonment. 

Massachusetts. — The  property  exempt  from  attachment  is  the  wearing  apparel, 
beds,  bedsteads,  bedding  and  household  utensils,  of  any  debtor  necessary  for  him- 
self, wife  and  children  ;  the  tools  of  any  debtor,  necessary  for  his  trade  or  occupation ; 
the  Bibles  and  school  books  which  may  be  in  actual  use  in  his  or  her  family ;  to- 
gether with  one  cow  and  one  swine  ;  provided,  that  the  beds  and  bedding,  exempt- 
ed as  aforesaid,  shall  not  exceed  one  bed,  bedstead,  and  necessary  bedding  for  two 
persons;  and  household  furniture,  the  value  of  fifty  dollars. 

By  a  subsequent  law,  the  following  articles  are  added  to  the  foregoing,  viz:  six 
sheep,  and  two  tons  of  hay  for  the  use  of  said  sheep,  and  for  the  use  of  a  cow :  said 
sheep,  however,  are  not  to  exceed  in  value  the  sum  of  thirty  dollars. 

By  a  still  later  law,  all  cast-iron  or  sheet-iron  stoves,  used  exclusively  for  the 
purpose  of  warming  buildings,  are  exempted ;  provided,  that  not  more  than  one 
such  stove  to  each  building,  occupied  by  the  same  person  or  family,  shall  be  so  ex- 
empted. 

Body  of  the  debtor  liable  to  arrest  and  commitment  to  Jail,  on  mesne  process  and 
execution,  for  any  sum  where  the  debt  or  damage  shall  exceed  the  sum  of  five  dol- 
lars. 

Where  the  debt  or  damage  does  not  exceed  five  dollars,  the  body  cannot  be  ar- 
rested ;  property  only  can  be  taken. 

When  the  body  of  the  debtor  shall  be  committed  to  close  confinement  in  any  Jail, 
he  siiall  be  furnished  with  an  apartment  separate  from  that  occupied  by  criminals. 

Jail  yards  are  not  to  extend  more  than  fifty  rods  from  the  Jail. 

Any  person  impri;»-ned  for  debt,  either  upon  mesne  process  or  execution,  shall  be 
allowed  the  liberties  of  the  Jail  yard,  on  giving  bond,  with  sufficient  surety  or  sure- 
ties, to  the  creditor  or  creditors,  in  double  the  sum  for  which  he  is  imprisoned,  con- 
ditioned that  he  will  not  depart  from  the  Prison  limits. 

Bail  may  at  any  time  surrender  the  principal,  and  be  discharged  from  any  fur- 
ther liability. 

Whenever  any  person,  committed  to  Jail  on  execution  for  debt,  shall  wish  to  avail 
himself  of  the  benefit  of  the  act  for  the  relief  of  poor  debtors,  by  taking  the  poor 
debtor's  oath,  and  thereupon  being  discharged  from  his  imprisonment,  he  must 
make  application  to  some  justice  of  the  peace,  who  shall  thereupon  issue  a  notice  to 
the  creditor  or  creditors,  his  or  their  attorney,  &c.,  thirty  days  previous  to  the  time 
appointed  for  his  being  admitted  to  said  oath. 

11,  after  examination  had  before  the  proper  authorities,  the  debtor  shall  be  admit- 
ted to  and  shall  take  said  oath,  he  shall  thereupon  be  discharged  from  his  imprison- 
ment. 

Such  discharge  does  not  at  all  affect  the  claim  of  the  creditor  on  any  property  the 
debtor  may  subsequently  possess.  The  body  of  the  debtor,  however,  can  never  be 
afterwards  arrested  for  the  same  debt  or  demand. 

If  any  town  shall  become  liable  for  the  support  of  any  poor  prisoner  in  Jail, 
said  town  may  recover  any  expense,  so  incurred,  of  the  creditor  who  imprisoned 
him. 

Neither  jailer  or  other  person  is  permitted  to  give  or  furnish  any  spirituous  liquor 
to  persons  committed  to  Jail,  either  for  debt  or  for  crime. 

No  person  committed  to  prison  on  execution  for  debt,  if  not  discharged  from  his 
imprisonment  within  ninety  days  from  his  commitment,  shall  be  allowed  to  have 
the  liberties  of  the  yard  for  a  greater  length  of  time  than  ninety  days ;  but  shall  be 
put  in  clo5e  confinement,  and  be  so  continued  until  discharged  from  prison  by  the 
creditor,  or  in  due  course  of  law. 

Rhode  Island. — Where  property  cannot  be  found  sufficient  for  the  security  or 
payment  of  a  debt,  the  body  of  the  debtor  may  be  taken  by  the  officer,  by  virtue  of 
any  original  writ  or  mesne  process. 

if  the  debtor  can  find  sureties  for  his  appearance  at  court,  Sec,  the  officer  having 
him  in  custody  may  hold  him  to  bail. 

If  the  debtor  cannot  find  proper  sureties,  he  is  to  be  committed  to  Jail ;  but  he 
may  be  discharged  and  suffered  to  go  at  large  at  any  time  before  judgment  shall  be 
obtained,  in  case  he  can  find  sufficient  sureties. 

In  case  he  can  find  no  such  sureties,  and  continues  in  Jail  till  final  judgment,  he 
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must  be  kept  in  Jail  thirty  days  after  the  rising  of  the  court,  in  order  to  be  taken  on 
execution.  But  if  the  creditor  shall  not  take  the  debtor  on  execution  within  thirty 
days,  then  the  sheriff  shall  discharge  said  debtor  from  his  confinement. 

Executions  on  a  judgment  for  debt  run  against  the  body,  provided  property  can- 
not be  found,  &c. ;  and  the  debtor  may  be  committed  to  Jail. 

The  debtor  may,  however,  if  he  can  find  proper  sureties,  have  the  liberty  of  the 
Jail  yard. 

Bail  may,  at  any  time,  surrender  the  principal,  and  thereby  be  discharged  from 
further  liabiUty. 

A  poor  debtor,  confined  in  Jail  on  execution  for  debt,  may,  if  he  see  fit,  enter  a 
complaint  to  the  competent  authority,  stating  that  he  is  unable  to  pay  said  debt,  and 
praying  that  he  may  be  permitted  to  take  the  poor  debtor's  oath,  and  be  discharged 
from  his  imprisonment.  In  this  case,  notice  of  such  complaint  and  the  debtor's  in- 
tention must  be  given  to  the  creditor,  or  his  attorney,  at  least  seven  days  before  the 
time  appointed,  &c ;  and,  on  being  admitted  to  his  oath,  the  debtor  may  be  dis- 
charged. 

But,  by  a  law  of  1823,  if  the  creditor  shall  appear,  by  himself  or  attorney,  and 
shall  advance  to  the  jailer  one  dollar  per  week,  (including  also  the  time  when  the 
complaint  was  made,  until  the  oath  or  affirmation  was  administered,)  for  the  future 
support  of  such  complainant,  he  shall  not  be  discharged  until  such  advance  be  dis- 
continued. 

And,  furthermore,  whenever  discharged,  the  debtor  is  to  leave  with  the  jailer, 
for  the  creditor,  his  promissory  note,  payable  in  two  years  from  date,  with  interest, 
for  the  amount  of  such  execution. 

Having  been  imprisoned  for  debt,  and  discharged  by  provision  of  law,  does  not 
exempt  the  property  or  estate  of  the  debtor  from  subsequent  attachment ;  but  on- 
ly the  body  from  arrest  for  the  same  debt. 

The  following  articles  are  by  law  exempted  from  attachment. 

One  bed  and  bedding  for  every  two  persons  in  a  family,  and  also,  for  each  person 
in  a  family,  one  chair,  one  knife  and  fork,  one  plate,  one  cup  and  saucer,  together 
with  other  necessary  furniture,  provided  the  whole,  including  beds  and  bedding, 
do  not  exceed  in  value  the  sum  of  fifty  dollars  ;  also,  necessary  wearing  apparel, 
to;^ether  with  one  cow  or  hog,  and  the  working  tools  of  said  debtor,  necessary  for 
his  or  her  usual  occupation  ;  provided  the  said  tools  do  not  exceed  in  value  the  sum 
of  thirty  dollars. 

JVew-York. — Jurisdiction  of  a  justice  of  the  peace  extends  to  all  actions  where 
the  amount  claimed  does  not  exceed  fifty  dollars. 

"  No  female  shall  be  arrested  or  imprisoned  upon  any  execution  issued  from  a 
justice's  court." — 2d  vol.  of  Revised  Statutes,  page  253. 

'•'  No  female  shall  be  imprisoned  on  any  process  in  any  civil  action  founded  upon 
contract." — 2d  vol.  Revised  Statutes,  page  423. 

Excepting,  as  above,  in  regard  to  females,  the  body  of  a  debtor  may  be  arrested 
and  committed  to  Jail  for  any  sum,  either  on  mesne  process  or  execution. 

Insolvent  debtors  may  be  discharged  from  their  debts,  on  executing  an  assign- 
ment of  all  their  estate  for  the  benefit  of  creditors,  and  by  a  petition  for  that  pur- 
pose, signed  by  himself,  and  so  many  of  his  creditors,  residing  within  the  United 
States,  as  have  debts  owing  to  them  at  the  time,  in  good  faith,  amounting  to  two 
thirds  of  all  his  debts.  He  must  make  out  a  schedule  of  all  his  property,  of  every 
description,  which  must  be  presented  to  the  proper  officer,  and  which  must  be 
sworn  to  by  the  debtor  as  true. 

After  a  proper  hearing,  on  a  day  appointed,  if  no  fraud  appears,  the  debtor  may 
be  discharged  from  all  liability  for  any  debts  previously  contracted;  and,  if  in  pris- 
on, shall  be  discharged  therefrom. 

Insolvent  debtors  may,  by  petition  for  that  purpose,  and  by  a  voluntary  assign- 
ment of  all  their  estate,  after  a  hearing  before  a  proper  tribunal,  as  provided  by 
law,  have  their  property  distributed  to  their  creditors,  and  their  bodies  afterwards  se- 
cured from  arrest  for  such  debts  ;  but  their  property,  should  they  afterward  have  any, 
is  still  holden,  and  may  be  attached  for  the  same  debts.  If  in  Prison,  they  arc,  af- 
ter such  assignment,  if  accepted,  to  be  discharged  from  their  imprisonment. 

Certain  articles  of  furniture,  tools  of  one's  trade,  &c.,  &c.,  as  usual,  are  exempted 
from  attachment;  family  Bible,  school  books,  used  by  or  in  the  family,  family  pic- 
tures, and  books,  not  exceeding  fifty  dollars  in  value,  which  are  kept  and  used  as  a 
family  library  ;  a  seat  or  pew,  occupied  by  the  debtor  or  his  family,  in  any  house 
of  public  worship  ;  ten  sheep,  with  their  fleeces;  one  cow  and  two  swine,  and  the 
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necessary  foo  1  for  them  ;  all  necessary  pork,  beef,  fish,  flour  and  vegetables,  actu- 
ally provided  for  family  use  ;  and  fuel  far  sixty  days. 

Prisoners  for  debt  are  not  to  be  confined  in  the  sanje  apartment  with  criminals. 

Jail  liberties  shall  not  exceed,  in  extent,  five  hundred  acres,  and  shall  be  laid  out 
in  a  square  or  parallelogram,  as  i^ear  as  may  be. 

Persons  committed  to  Jail  for  debt  may  have  the  privilege  of  going  at  large  on 
the  Jail  limits,  by  finding  surety  in  double  the  amount  of  the  debt,  that  they  will  not 
go  oft"  from  the  same.  If  they  cannot  find  such  surety  or  sureties,  they  are  to  be 
kept  in  close  custody. 

Bail  may  at  any  time  surrender  the  principal. 

Debtor,  committed  to  Jail  on  execution  issued  by  a  justice,  must  be  kept  there 
ain'il  the  debt  shall  be  paiil,  or  he  be  thence  discharged  by  due  course  of  law. 

If  the  debtor  have  a  family  in  the  Slate,  for  which  he  provides,  and  be  not  a  free- 
holder, he  shall  be  discharged  from  Piion  after  thirty  days.  If  he  have  no  family, 
and  be  not  a  freeholder,  he  shall  be  discharged  after  sixty  days. 

Persons  arrested  by  virtue  of  an  execution  issued  on  any  judgment  rendered  in  a 
Court  of  Record  shall  be  safiily  kept  in  secure  custody,  in  the  manner  presciibcd 
by  law,  at  their  own  expense,  un'.il  said  execution  be  satisfied,  or  they  be  discharg- 
ed according  to  law. 

JVew- Jersey. — By  law  of  February,  1813,  "  It  is  unlawful  to  confine  the  person 
•)f  any  female  for  debt." 

Oth3r  debtorj  may  be  arrested  on  mesne  process  and  execution,  and  commitled 
'•0  Jail  for  any  sum. 

Jail  limit?  no!:  to  exceed  three  acres. 

Debtors  confined  in  Prison  may  have  the  liberties  of  the  Prison  by  giving  the 
requ:sit3  bonds. 

Person  confined  in  Prison  for  debt  may  be  dis2harged  from  his  imprisonment, 
anl  his  person  be  afterwards  exempt  fro  n  arrest  on  all  debts  previously  contracted, 
by  application  to  th^  Court  of  Common  Pleas;  presenting  a  true  account  of  his  es- 
tate, a  list  of  all  his  creditors,  with  the  debts  due  them.  On  making  such  applica- 
tion, and  filing  th^  proper  papers,  a  noiee  is  to  be  issued  by  the  Court  to  credi'ors, 
sta'ino;  th3  fact,  appointini  a  time  for  hearinz;  and  if,  on  a  hearing,  no  fraud  ap- 
pear, the  deblor  may,  on  th3  surrender  of  all  h.s  property,  be  disclnrged.  Any 
property  he  may  afterwards  have  is,  hov/ever,  liable  to  attachment  for  the  same 
demands. 

Debtors  and  criminals  are  not  to  be  confined  together. 

Propsrty  of  debtor  exempt  froin  attachment — oud  cow,  and  one  bed  and  bed-Mng, 
th3  p:'op3r'y  of  any  debtor  having  a  family. 

Delaware. — A  debtor  may  be  a.-rested  and  imprironed,  in  lack  of  propsrly,  on  any 
original  writ  or  executicn. 

Any  n3r?on,  iinprlsoned  in  tho  common  Jail  of  any  county,  who  shall  have  resid- 
ed in  th  >  Stiti  for  on3  y^^r  n  ^xt  pre^edin^  such  imp-isonment,  may  pc'ition  the 
Supreme  Court,  or  Court  of  Common  Plea%  sta'ing  such  itnprisonmen*,  th3  cause, 
th^  insolvency  of  p3titlon3r ;  setlini;  forth  a  full  anl  true  account  of  all  his  or  her 
cstlt^  of  every  kinl,  debts,  ere  lit',  &c.,  &c. ;  also  a  correct  list  of  all  creditors 
with  th3  sums  due  th3m,  &c. ;  and  offaring  to  as  im  all  his  or  her  estiti  for  the 
beu^fit  of  creditors  an  1  pr^vini:,  on  makin-^  such  as  ignmen',  to  be  discharged  from 
imp.-isonment ;  m?^y,  af'er  the  usual  hearin  i;  an  1  forms  in  such  cases,  be  discharg- 
ed, p:-ovided  no  fraud  shall  appear  in  the  pro:nis3s. 

Anv  por^on  imp  -isjned  for  dibi.  ^w\^o  ^hall  be  um^de  to  support  himself  in  Jail, 
cr  v.^hose  frnily,  if  he  be  detained  in  Prison,  "shall  become  a  public  charge,  may 
ma'c3  a  repre  •en'^ation  of  such  facts  to  th3  Supreme  Court,  or  Court  of  Common 
Plea--,  and  such  Court  shall  no'ify  tho  creditor;  anl  if  the  creditor  shall  no',  within 
ten  davs,  make  provision  for  the  support  of  such  prisoner  and  family,  the  prisoner 
shall  be  discharged. 

The  discharere  of  a  poor  dcbto:*  from  imprisonmen*^,  by  the  operation  of  the  insol- 
vent laws  of  Delaware,  do  no*:  exempt  any  proper' v  the  debtor  may  subsequently 
have  from  afachmeu^.     His  bo'y  's  no  more  iiahle  to  arrest  for  the  same  debts, 

Pennsylvan-a. — "  No  f^'male  shall  be  arrested  or  imprisoned  for  or  by  reason  of 
anv  debt  con"ra"?ed  after  the  mss'.nx  of  this  ac'." — Passed  Feb.  S,  I'^li). 

Bolv  of  th3  debto-,  excop'inT  as  aho"e,  mav  be  arrested  and  committed  to  Jail 
for  anv  '^um,  eith-^r  on  memc  p:-oc  ss  or  execu'ion. 

Po^r  de'^to'^  either  befor^  or  af'nr  imorlsonmen'^,  T^^av,  on  ma^fins:  an  assign- 
ment of  all  thsir  estate  to  thjir  crelitcr-,  be  discharged  f.-om  further  liability,  so  fa? 
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as  their  persons  are  concerned ;  but  their  property,  should  they  acquire  more, 
would  still  be  liable. 

To  avail  himself  of  the  benefit  of  the  insolvent  law,  the  debtor  must  make  appli- 
cation to  the  proper  authority ;  an  investigation  must  be  made,  and  all  the  usual 
steps  in  such  cases  taken, 

A  person  who  has  not  been  a  resident  in  the  State  six  months  cannot  apply  for 
the  benefit  of  the  act,  until  he  shall  have  been  imprisoned  for  three  months  next 
preceding. 

Persons  confined  in  Jail,  for  any  sum  not  exceeding  fifteen  dollars,  may,  after 
thirty  days,  be  discharged  by  the  sheriff'. 

Prisoners  for  debt,  unable  to  support  themselves  in  Jail,  are  to  be  allowed  twen* 
ty  cents  per  day  by  the  creditor ;  and,  if  this  allowance  is  withholden  by  the  cred- 
itor for  three  days,  the  prisoner  may,  on  a  representation  to  the  proper  authority, 
be  discharged. 

The  customary  articles  of  household  furniture  are  exempted  by  law  from  attach- 
ment. 

We  have  thus  given  an  abstract  of  the  laws  of  several  States. 

We  noiv  give,  as  proposed,  an  expression  of  public  opinion  on  the  sub- 
ject of  imprisonment  for  d^bt. 

We  have  endeavored  to  obtain  such  an  expression,  by  addressing  a 
letter  to  many  individuals,  of  well  known  intelligence  and  respectability, 
in  different  parts  of  the  United  States. 

The  circular  was  as  follows : — 

My  Dear  Sir — Will  you  have  the  goodness  to  express  your  opinion  on  the 
following  subjects  ? 

1.  What  do  you  think  of  imprisonment  for  debt  for  less  than  one  dollar? 

2.  Do.  for  more  than  one  and  less  than  five  ? 

3.  Do.  for  more  than  five  and  less  than  ten  ? 

4.  Do,  for  more  than  ten  and  less  than  twenty  ? 

5.  Do,  for  more  than  twenty  and  less  than  one  hundred  ? 

6.  Do.  in  any  case,  in  which  there  is  no  evidence  of  fraud  ? 

7.  What  do  you  think  of  imprisonment  for  thirty  days,  in  cases  in  which  the  poor 
debtor's  oath  is  to  be  taken  ? 

8.  Can  Christian  imprison  Christian  in  any  case,  in  which  there  is  no  evidence  of 
fraud,  with  a  good  conscience  ? 

9.  Can  Christian  imprison  infidel  for  debt,  in  similar  circumstances,  with  a  good 
conscience  ? 

10.  Is  the  penalty  of  imprisonment  for  debt  well  proportioned  to  the  aggravation 
of  the  offence,  in  cases  where  there  is  no  evidence  of  fraud  ? 

11.  What  evil  would  result  from  abolishing  imprisonment  for  debt  ? 

12.  What  benefit  would  result  from  abolishing  imprisonment  for  debt.' 

13.  Have  you  ever  found  it  necessary  to  imprison  a  man  for  debt  due  to  you  per- 
sonally ? 

Please  to  communicate  any  facts  or  remarks,  on  other  points,  not  embraced  in 
these  questions,  but  touching  the  general  subject,  which  you  may  deem  important. 

The  letters  in  answer  to  this  circular,  together  with  a  few  other  ex- 
tracts, concurring  in  the  expression  of  the  same  opinion  on  this  subject, 
will  now  be  presented. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from,  Hon.  Silas  TV.  Bobbins,  dated  Mount  Sterlings  Ken- 
tucky, June  2,  1830. 

"  Dear  Sir — In  relation  to  the  subjects  of  your  inquiries,  my  mind  has  long 
since  been  settled.  Imprisonment  for  debt  must  have  originated  under  government 
in  its  most  rude  and  barbarous  forms ;  and  the  continuance  of  the  practice,  under 
well  balanced  authority,  has,  in  my  estimation,  been  owing  to  the  want  of  reflection 
upon  the  subject. 

My  remarks,  in  relation  to  this  matter,  will  all  be  predicated  upon  the  supposi- 
tion that  no  evidence  of  fraud  exists  on  the  part  of  the  debtor,  but  that  he  has  be- 
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come  unable  to  meet  his  engagements,  owing  to  misfortune,  miscalculation,  or  any 
casualty  over  which  he  had  no  control. 

Imprisonment  for  debt  is  a  penalty  of  an  aggravated  character,  and  cannot  ac- 
comphsh  one  desirable  purpose ;  and  not  one  evil  can  result,  according  to  my  un- 
derstanding, from  its  abolition. 

To  imprison  a  debtor  cannot  enable  him  to  discharge  the  debt ;  but  it  deprives 
the  family  of  his  exertions  for  their  maintenance,  and  society  of  the  product  of  his 
labor.  It  enables  the  creditor  to  gratify  his  vindictive  and  malevolent  feelings  up- 
on the  person  of  his  unfortunate  debtor.  As  far  as  my  knowledge  extends,  this 
privilege  has  been,  generally,  abused. 

Policy  would  never  dictate  to  me  the  propriety  or  necessity  of  imprisoning  my 
debtor  to  coerce  payment.  If  he  was  dishonest,  it  would  not  make  him  otherwise, 
and  if  honest,  indulgence  would  operate  upon  the  better  feelings  of  his  nature,  and 
lay  him  under  additional  obligations  to  endeavor  to  comply  with  his  contract.  My 
experience  has  tested  the  correctness  of  this  course  ;  and  I  have  not  found  it  neces- 
sary even  to  emban-ass,  much  less  to  imprison,  a  man,  for  debt  due  to  me  person- 
ally. 

The  Legislature  of  Kentucky,  at  the  session  of  1821,  repealed  all  laws  which  au- 
thorized di^ capias  ad  satisfaciendum  to  issue  for  debt.  In  Jan.,  1827,  the  ca.  sa. 
was  revived  upon  all  judgments,  thereafter  rendered,  in  actions  of  trespass  vi  et  ar- 
mis,  (not  ejectment,)  and  in  actions  for  words  spoken  or  written  on  seduction.  Thus 
is  our  law  at  this  time.  The  opinions  thus  expressed  will  include  an  answer  to  all 
your  inquiries ;  and,  if  they  can  be  of  any  service  to  you,  I  shall  be  amply  com- 
pensated for  my  trouble." 

This  letter  is  written  by  a  gentleman  from  the  north,  who  has  lived 
many  years  in  Kentucky,  is  a  Judge  in  one  of  the  Courts  of  that  State, 
and  has  had  much  opportunity  of  observation,  both  before  and  since  im- 
prisonment for  debt  was  abolished  in  Kentucky. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  J.  Pitcher  y  Sheriff  of  Spencer  County,  Indiana. 

"  Our  law  authorizes  the  officer,  charged  with  the  service  of  an  execution,  to  ad- 
minister the  insolvent  oath  to  debtors,  and  release  them  without  committing 
to  Jail ;  so  that  no  debtors  actually  insolvent,  unless  obstinate,  are  committed  to 
Prison." 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Hon.  Thomas  S.  Grimkie,  dated  Cfharleston,  S.  C, 
June  16, 1830. 

"  Dear  Sir — I  presume  you  have  a  copy  of  the  questions  contained  in  the  cir- 
cular, in  the  order  in  which  they  appear,  in  your  printed  letter.  I  have  therefore 
numbered  them,  and  my  answers  will  bear  corresponding  numbers. 

1,  2,  3,  4.  If  imprisonment  for  debt  is  to  form  a  part  of  the  ordinary  scheme  of 
laws,  as  it  now  does,  there  ought  to  be  a  limit;  and  I  know  none  so  appropriate  as 
to  deny  to  the  creditor  the  privilege  of  imprisonment  under  $20,  that  being  the 
sum  fixed  by  the  constitution  of  the  United  States,  above  which  a  citizen  cannot 
be  deprived  of  trial  by  jury. 

5,  6.  I  do  not  think  imprisonment  for  debt  ought  to  be  allowed  in  any  case,  after 
judgment,  except  on  an  affidavit  of  the  plaintiff,  or  some  one  for  him,  of  actual  fraud 
or  concealment,  or  of  reason  to  believe  it.  Nor  would  I  suffer  the  plaintiff  to  have 
his  execution,  without  giving  the  defendant  an  opportunity  to  answer  on  oath,  sub- 
ject to  a  personal  examination,  unless  the  plaintiff,  or  some  one  for  him,  would 
swear  that  he  knew  or  believed  tnat  the  defendant  would  conceal  himself,  or  ab- 
scond, or  was  then  about  to  depart. 

7.  I  see  no  use  in  imprisonment,  at  all,  under  ca.  sa.,  unless  fraud  be  alleged,  or 
believed,  and  know  not  any  reason  for  the  thirty  days'  practice  of  which  you 
speak. 

8.  There  can  be  but  one  answer :  no  Christian  can  do  it  with  a  clear  conscience. 
Nay,  more  ;  he  cannot  imprison  the  infidel  or  the  heathen.     This  answers  9. 

10.  If  there  be  no  allegation  or  belief  of  fraud,  I  can  hardly  consider  the  power 
to  imprison  for  debt,  arbitrarily,  as  any  thing  more  than  personal  tyranny,  the  relic 
32* 


378  PRISON    DISCIPLINE    SOCIETY.  49 

of  a  cruel,  unju3t  age,  incapable  of  estimating  the  value  and  dignity  of  personaJ 
right.     The  clispropor  ion  is  enormous. 

11.  I  am  satisfied  no  evils  would  result  from  abolishing  imprisonment  for  debt, 
provided  proper  precautions  be  taken  to  protect  the  creditor,  and  subject  the  unv.all- 
ing  or  fraudulent  debtor  to  the  law  of  imprisonment. 

12.  I  think  the  following  would  be  some  of  the  benefits  resulting  from  abolishing 
imprisDument  for  debt.  1.  Personal  riglits  would  acquire  a  new  value,  and  higher 
dignity.  2.  Imprisonment  for  debt  would  be  confined  to  its  proper  object,  viz  :  as 
a  reasonable  means  adapted  to  the  attainment  of  an  important  lawful  end.  3.  Im- 
prisonment lor  debt,  instead  of  being  regarded  as  in  no  respect  disgraceful,  but  mth- 
er  a  misfortune,  would  then  be  regarded  as  absolutely  dishonorable  ;  and  this  would 
be  a  powerful  inducement  to  escape  it.  4.  No  con3iderate  man  would  subject  an- 
other to  this  ordeal,  but  under  circumstances  of  ju5t  suspicion.  5.  Imprisonment 
for  debt  would  never  be  used,  as  it  of.en  is,  not  for  the  legitimate  purpose  of  obtcin- 
ing  the  debtor's  property,  but  to  extort  money  or  secuiity  from  friends  or  rela- 
tione. 

13.  Never,  that  I  remember,  though  I  really  believe  I  have  lost  debts,  which  I 
might  otherwise  have  recovered.  My  end  would  have  been  attained  under  a 
proper  system. 

14.  My  experience  is,  that  the  ca.  sa.  has  scarcely  ever  been  of  any  avail ;  far, 
far  les3  elficient  than  a  well  constructed  system  would  make  it.  My  experience 
and  settled  convictions,  after  twenty  years'  practice,  are,  that  in  nine  out  often 
03333,  (and  I  am  not  sure  but  I  may  say  in  nineteen  out  of  twenty,)  the  property 
assigned  was  so  trifling  that  no  one  would  act  as  assignee. 

I  have  confined  what  I  have  said,  in  answer  to  your  inquiries,  to  the  case  of  tak- 
ing the  body  under  the  ca.  sa.,  or  final  process,  to  compel  payment  of  the  debt.  I 
think  that  the  creditor  should  have  the  privilege,  not  the  ccmmon  right,  as  is  the  case 
now,  of  arresting  the  defendant,  on  bail  process,  to  compel  security  for  the  debt.  I 
would  abolish  the  general  right,  but  would  allow  the  creditor  to  employ  this  pro- 
cess; provided,  in  addition  to  the  customary  affidavit  of  the  debt,  he  would  add,  on 
oath,  either  that  the  debt  v/as  insecure,  in  his  belief,  or  that  the  defendant  waa 
ubout  to  quit  the  State,  or  alleging  fraud,  or  concealment,  or  unfairness,  in  the  con- 
tracting of  the  debt." 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  George  Bristow,  dated  Marlborough  County^  South 
Carolina,  April  24,  1830. 

*'  Dear  Sir — I  have  to  inform  you  that  we  cannot  imprison  any  person,  in  this 
State,  for  less  than  $20." 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  John  S.  Moore,  Zherff  of  York  County,  South  Caroli- 
na, dated  May  1,  1S30. 

"  With  pleasure,  sir,  I  say,  at  this  time,  there  is  neither  criminal  nor  debtor  in 
the  Jail  of  our  District;  and  I  fondly  hope,  through  the  instrumentality  of  the  be- 
nevolent institutions  of  the  day,  that  we  will  have  often  similar  reports  to  make." 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Joseph  Medley,  Sheriff  of  the  County,  dated  Wadesbo- 
ro\  JV.  C,  May  9,  1830. 

"There  is  one  circumstance  which,  I  perceive,  you  were  not  in  possession  of,  as 
regards  the  collection  of  debt  in  North  Carolina.  The  Legislature  of  this  State  has 
provided  that,  when  a  debtor  is  taken  with  an  execution,  against  his  body,  for  debt, 
he  can  give  bond  and  security  for  his  appearance  at  the  next  County  Court,  and 
then,  if  he  complies  with  the  act,  be  admitted  to  take  the  oath  of  insolvency,  and 
be  discharged.  This  law  has  existed  since  1826,  and  has  made  a  great  difference  in 
the  number  of  prisoners,  as  almost  every  man  can  give  security  for  his  appearance." 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  John  M.  Reynolds,  Sheriff  of  Camj^bell  County,  Vir- 
ginia, dated  April  21,  1830. 

*'  In  Virginia,  debtors  are  seldom  confined  in  Prison.  The  debtor,  on  making  a 
surrender  of  his  all,  is  forthwith  discharged  by  the  Court  of  Insolvency." 
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Extract  of  a  Letter  from  John  Broomhall,  Sheriff  of  Delaware  County,  Pennsyl- 
vania, dated  Chester,  April  7,  1830. 

"  Imprisonment  for  debt,  I  am  led  to  believe,  has  a  demoralizing  tendency  ;  as  1 
have  known  individuals  striving  to  do  well  previous  to  being  imprisoned,  and  after- 
wards take  to  bad  habits." 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  S.  Mbro,  Sheriff  of  Hunterdon  County,  J\\  J.,  dated 
April  27,  1830. 

"The  laws  of  New  Jersey  provide  food,  bedding,  and  fuel,  for  criminals  in  the 
County  Prisons  ;  but  for  debtors  nothing  is  provided  but  walls,  bars,  and  bolts.  An 
applicant  for  the  benefit  of  the  insolvent  law  of  this  State  must  make  oath  that  he 
has  rendered  a  true  and  perfect  inventory  of  all  his  lands  and  tenements,  goods  and 
chattels,  moneys  and  eftccts.  This  inventory  must  accompany  his  petition  to  the 
County  Court,  for  the  benefit  of  the  insolvent  laws.  The  Court  then  appoint  him 
a  hearing,  in  forty  days  after  making  this  application.  You  will  now  perceive  that 
the  debtor  must  subsist,  during  these  forly  days,  upon  the  cold  and  precarious 
crumbs  of  charity,  starve  to  death  in  Prison,  or,  infinitely  worse  than  either,  Uve 
upon  the  avails  of  a  forsworn  conscience." 

From  the  Providence  Daily  Advertiser. 

"  Saturday  last,  being  return  day,  upwards  of  twenty  persons  were  committed  to 
Jail,  in  this  town,  for  debt,  on  executions.  This  is  the  residuum  of  the  shocks  of 
1829.  Among  the  debtors  are  many  of  our  most  worthy  fellow  citizens.  One  of 
them,  Captain  Samuel  Godfrey,  is  now  eighty-six  years  of  age,  with  the  loss  of  hear- 
ing, and  nearly  bent  double  by  infirmities.  He  is  committed,  too,  not  for  a  debt  of 
his  own,  but  for  having  been  an  endorser.  We  envy  not  the  feelings  of  a  creditor, 
who  thus  exacts  the  pound  of  flesh,  at  an  age,  too,  when  the  sources  of  life  are  so 
dried  up,  that  he  might  venture  to  cut  it  out  without  the  risk  of  drawing  a  drop  of 
blood!" 

A  Turk's  Thought  on  Imprisonment  for  Debt. 

A  captain  of  a  trading  ship,  being  not  long  since  in  Constantinople,  lodged  in  the 
house  of  a  sea-faring  Turk.  One  day  he  observed  to  the  Mussulman  that,  in  ail 
his  walks  through  the  immense  city  of  Constantinople  and  its  suburbs,  he  had  not 
seen  any  thing  like  a  Jail  for  imprisonment  of  debtors.  "  Christian  dog,"  said  the 
disciple  of  Mahomet,  "  do  you  suppose  that  we  are  so  debased  as  to  copy  the  Naz- 
arine  policy  ?  We  take  care  to  strip  a  debtor  of  all  his  property,  so  far  as  it  will  go 
to  pay  his  just  debts ;  but  there  we  leave  him ;  we  instantly  turn  him  loose  to  be- 
gin the  world  again.  The  believers  in  our  prophet  are  above  shutting  up  their /eZ- 
low  men  in  cages,  in  order  to  persecute,  starve  and  torment  them.  We  make  a 
'distinction  between  a  man  and  a  rat.  I  have  been  in  several  of  the  Nazarine 
[Christian]  cities,  and  never  looked  at  a  debtor's  Prison  without  horror,  as  a  place 
where  man  is  degraded  to  the  condition  of  a  rat."     Several  American  Papers. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Robert  Ralston  of  Philadelphia. 

In  answer  to  the  six  first  questions,  he  says,  imprisonment  for  debt  ought  to  be 
abolished. 
The  7th  question,  in  regard  to  imprisonment  30  days,  he  does  not  understand. 
The  8th  question,  he  thinks  not.  ' 

The  9th,  the  same. 
The  10th,  the  same. 

The  11th,  he  says,  none,  I  should  hope  in  the  providence  of  God. 
The  12th,  he  says,  as  the  great  consideration,  divine  approbation. 
The  13th,  he  says,  never,  so  far  as  can  be  recollected. 

Extract  from  a  Letter  signed  Hamilton,  dated  Philadelphia,  March  5, 1830. 

"  The  cruel  effects,  and  the  suffering  resulting  from  imprisonment  for  debt,  and 
its  almost  universal  inefficacy  in  producing  satisfaction  of  the  claims  of  the  creditor, 
have  for  a  long  time  attracted  public  attention,  and  been  depicted  in  vivid  colors 
by  different  writers,  in  the  hope  of  removing  the  evil.     But  improvements  of  every 
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kind,  however  plain  and  palpable,  travel  at  a  snail's  pace,  when  they  have  to  en- 
counter inveterate  prejudice.  It  has  often  happened  that  it  required  half  a  century 
to  reriiOve  a  crying  evil,  about  vvhicli  no  two  enlightened  men  could  for  a  moment 
ditT^l•  in  opinion  ;  and  cases  are  by  no  means  rare,  in  which  half  a  century  has 
been  found  inadequat3  for  the  purpose.  The  abuses  of  the  court  of  Chancery  in 
Great  Britain,  and  iU  ruinous  delays  of  justice,  almost  equivalent  to  a  denial,  are 
strongly  in  point. 

The  evil  of  imprisonment  for  debt  has  been  somewhat  mitigated  in  Pome  of  the 
States  ;  but  in  others  it  remain^  in  all  its  frightful  enormity.  In  this  State,  no 
man,  v/ho  can  give  adequate  security  for  his  appearance  at  the  insolvent  court, 
need  go  to  Jail.  Nevertheless,  hundreds  are  sent  to  Jail  for  want  of  security.  In 
Massachusetts,  a  law  is  in  force,  how  long  I  cannot  tell,  which  prohibits  imprison- 
ment for  debts  under  five  dollars. 

A  most  astounding  and  revolting  fact  has  been  just  presented  to  the  public  by 
the  Boston  Prison  Discipline  Society,  (one  of  the  most  philanthropic  and  benefi- 
cent societies  in  the  country,)  respecting  the  state  of  imprisonment  for  debt  in  the 
city  of  New  York.     It  appears, 

'  On  the  authority  of  Mr.  Rowen,  keeper  of  the  debtor's  apartment  in  that  city, 
that  the  number  of  cases  of  imprisonment  [for  debt]  during  the  year  1828,  was 
1085!  The  debts  together  amounted  to  $25,409;  the  damages  to  $362,076! 
the  amount  paid  in  Jail,  $295  !  which  bears  to  the  amount  of  actual  debt,  the 
proper  ion  of  1  to  86 !  and  to  the  amount  of  debts  and  damages,  of  1  to  1313!' — 
Fourth  Report,  pag^.  17. 

Probably,  among  the  variety  of  abuses  attendant  on,  and  inseparable  from,  civil 
society,  a  more  monstrous  or  shocking  fact  cannot  be  produced,  or  one  more  at 
variance  wit'i  our  boasted  civilization. 

The  facts  in  this  connexion  in  our  city  are  n^t  quite  so  revolting ;  but  they  are 
sufficiently  so  to  call  for  a  radical  remedy.  But  a  short  law  of  twenty  lines,  abol- 
ishing imprisonment  for  debts  under  five  dollars,  w^hich  might  be  passed  in  three 
days,  would  remove  some  of  the  most  crying  enormities  of  our  present  system. 

The  number  of  persons  imprisoned  in  the  debtor's  apartment  in  this  city,  from 
June  6, 1829,  until  February  24,  1830,  was  817,  of  whom  there  were— 

30  whose  debts  w^ere  below  1  dollar. 
233  above  1  and  below  5  dollars. 
174  above  5  and  below  10  dollars. 
140  above  10  and  below  20  dollars. 
142  above  20  and  below  100  dollars 

93  above  100  dollars. 

817 

Of  252  of  these  unfortunate  people,  the  debts  were  $663  and  the  costs  $448. 

Of  64,  the  debts  were  $58  and  the  costs  $120  ! 

That  this  state  of  things  calls  for  a  remedy,  will  not  be  questioned.  The  Massa- 
chusetts law  is  a  remedy,  plain,  simple,  and  effectual,  as  to  the  most  grievous  por- 
tion of  the  evil ;  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  it  will  be  applied  without  delay. 

It  is  highly  provable  that  such  a  law  would  considerably  diminish  the  poor  rates. 
The  263  persons  above  referred  to,  whose  debts  are  below  five  dollars,  are  of  the 
class  who  depend  wholly  for  their  own  support,  and  that  of  their  families,  on  their 
labor.  Their  extreme  poverty  precludes  the  idea  of  their  being  able  to  make  any 
provision  for  their  fam.ilie?  during  their  imprisonment ;  and  the  consequence  is, 
that  that  support,  in  the  interim,  devolves  on  the  overseers  of  the  poor. 

HAMILTON. 

Philadelphia,  March  5,  1830. 

P.  S. — The  irrefragable  arguments  of  the  following  resolutions,  unanimously 
adopted  at  a  numerous  and  re=:pectable  meeting,  held  in  New  York  on  Tuesday 
last,  are  respectfully  submitted  to  the  Legislature  of  this  State  and  to  the  public  at 
large  : — 

'' Resolved,  Th:it  all  mankind  are  born  free,  and  with  equal  rights;  that  the 
right  to  life  and  to  personal  liberty  cannot  be  alienated  nor  abridged  by  virtue  of 
any  voluntary  contract. 

"  Resolved,  That  human  life  cannot  be  justly  destroyed,  nor  human  liberty  right 
fully  restrained,  but  for  some  criminal  offence. 
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*^  Resolved,  Thdit  debt,  founded  on  fair  contract,  is  no  crime;  nor  is  the  no<i- 
payment  of  debt,  through  inabihly  arising  from  involuntary  error  or  misfortune,  a 
criminal  offence;  and  no  person  can  be  justly  'deprived  of  his  liberty,'  for  tlie 
non-payment  of  debt  occasioned  by  the  causes  above  mentioned. 

"  Resolved,  That  imprisonment  is  punishment,  and,  as  such,  is  inflicted  on  cTmi- 
nals ;  that  to  imprison  an  honest,  unfortunate,  insolvent  debtor,  is  to  punish  him 
without  trial  or  conviction,  not  for  crime,  but  misfortune,  and  is  unjust  and  oppres- 
eive ;  and  any  statute  authorizing  such  cruelty  and  injustice  is  an  \mconstitutionaI 
exercise  of  legislative  power. 

"  Resolved,  That  to  contract  debt  W'ith  fraudulent  intent,  and  to  evade  by  fraudu- 
lent means  the  payment  of  a  just  debt,  are  criminal  offences ;  and  the  perpetrators 
thereof  ought  to  be  punished  '  according  to  the  law  of  the  land,'  and  '  due  process 
of  law'  in  criminal  cases. 

"  Resolved,  That  the  Constitution  is  the  supreme  '  law  of  the  land,'  by  virtue  of 
which  '  no  person  shall  be  held  to  answer  for  his  crime  unless  on  presentment  or 
indictment  of  a  grand  jury ;'  without  which  *  due  process  of  law.'  a  fraudulent 
debtor  or  other  criminal  cannot  be  legally  or  justly  *  deprived  €^*  bis  libei  ty,'  or 
otherwise  punished  for  his  crime. 

"  Resolved,  That  the  law  authorizing  the  imprisonment  even  of  a  fraudulent 
debtor,  by  his  creditor,  in  the  manner  in  which  it  has  been,  and  is  now  done,  is 
subjecting  a  criminal  to  punishment  at  the  will  of  his  prosecutor,  '  without  pre^ 
sentment  or  indictment  of  a  grand  jury  ;' — without  trial  for  his  alleged  offence , 
without  proof  of  his  guilt ;  without  '  the  judgment  of  his  peers,'  or  the  sentence  of 
any  court  exercising  criminal  jurisdiction  ;  and,  in  short,  without  any  of  '  the  due 
process  of  law,'  to  which  every  criminal  is  entitled,  before  he  can,  '  by  the  law  of 
the  land,'  be  '  deprived  of  his  liberty  ;'  is  a  direct  violation  of  the  several  provis- 
ions of  the  Constitution,  which  are  intended  to  secure  the  personal  liberty  and  the 
right  of  every  criminal  to  a  fair  trial  by  'a  jury  of  his  peers'  before  he  can  be 
punished,  or  'deprived  of  any  of  his  rights  and  privileges,'  by  reason  of  any  crimi- 
nal offence. 

"  Resolved,  That  the  law  of  imprisonment  for  debt  ought  to  be  abolished  ;  and 
we  hereby  earnestly  invite  our  fellow  citizens,  throughout  this  and  other  States 
which  have  not  already  repealed  the  law  in  question,  to  unite  and  co-operate  with 
Us  in  the  use  of  all  fair  and  lawful  means  to  obliterate  that  foul  blot  which  stains 
the  pages  of  our  statute  book,  dishonors  the  character  of  a  free  people,  is  incon- 
sistent with  the  spirit  of  our  republican  institutions,  and  a  reproach  to  the  nation." 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  TJwmas  Bradford,  Jun.,  Esq.,  dated  Philadelphia, 

June  12,  1830. 

"  My  Dear  Sir — I  am  of  opinion,  that  imprisonment  for  debt  is  wholly  Avrong, 
and,  if  proper  measures  were  adopted  by  legislative  enactment,  might  be  rendered 
wholly  useless.  This  remark  answers  the  first  sis,  and,  to  some  extent,  all  the 
question?. 

The  object  of  imprisonment  for  debt  is  to  compel  the  debtor  to  pay  what  he  owes. 
If  he  has  nothing  wherewith  to  pay,  his  imprisonment  prcventi.'  his  acquiring  prop- 
erty, and  thereby  defeats  the  end  proposed.  To  punish  a  man  because  he  is  unable  to 
pay  wliat  he  owes,  seems  to  me  to  be  making  misfortune  a  crime,  seeing  that  this 
inability  to  pay,  in  many  cases,  arises  froin  losses,  sickness,  want  of  prudence  in 
business,  and  the  tluctuation  of  trade,  as  well  as  other  causes,  which  are  not  the  re- 
sult of,  or  connected  with  crime. — Intemperance  is  one  of  the  most  fruitful  causes 
of  small  debts,  and  therefore  the  reformation  of  the  lower  classes,  in  this  matter, 
v.ill  destroy  the  necessity  of  imprisonment  for  debt  for  small  amounts. 

I  have  had  much  opportunity,  for  many  years,  as  an  Inspector  of  the  Prison,  of 
witnessing  the  evils  resulting  from  imprisonment  for  debt,  and  therefore  can  testify 
to  the  folly  of  the  whole  system.  The  debtor  becomes  reckless  of  character,  disso- 
lute, and  ruined  in  many  instances,  and  returns  to  society  its  bane  and  curse." 

Extract  from  the  Message  of  his  Excellency  Levi  Lincoln,  Governor  of  Massa- 
chusetts, dated  Coxmcil  Chamber,  Boston,  January  6,  1830, 

"  In  connexion  with  the  revision  of  laws  which  relate  to  the  property  of  insolvents, 
those  wliich  respect  their  persons  do  not  less  require  examination.  The  claims  of 
humanity  have  long  urged  the  abolishment  of  imprisonment  for  debt,  and  I  cannot 
but  recommend,  that  the  rigor  of  the  statutes  should,  at  least,  be  araelicrated,  in 
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this  particular.  The  most  diligent  and  exact  inquiry  has  shown,  that  but  little 
effect,  in  enforcing  the  paj^ment  of  money,  is  produced  by  confining  the  persons 
of  debtors.  Whatever  decided  advantage,  in  this  respect,  is  experienced,  proceeds 
from  a  dread  of  imprisonment,  which  induces  to  the  honest  application  of  means, 
and  faithful  efforts  to  avoid  it.  This  is  the  true  and  only  purpose  of  the  law ;  and 
any  degree  of  severity  beyond  what  is  necessary  to  accomplish  it,  should  be  dis- 
pensed with.  If  it  was  permitted  to  a  debtor,  when  arrested  on  execution,  instead 
of  being  taken  to  Prison,  to  give  bail  for  his  surrender  at  the  Prison  House  within  a 
prescribed  time,  there  to  be  subjected  to  an  examination,  on  oath,  respecting  his 
ability  and  property,  and  to  be  committed  to  close  custody  if  he  should  be  found  to 
have  practised  fraud,  or  voluntarily  to  delay  his  creditor,  the  ends  of  justice  might 
be  as  well  secured  as  under  the  present  course  of  procedure,  and  the  dictates  of 
benevolence  and  sympathy,  and  the  rights  of  humanity,  would  be  reasonably  satis- 
fied. The  general  state  of  embarrassment  which  now  exists,  and  the  increased 
number  of  unfortunate  men  who  are  suffering  from  the  most  unlooked  for  occasions 
of  calamity,  urge,  with  redoubled  influence,  at  the  present  time,  to  the  proposed, 
or  some  better,  modification  of  the  statutes." 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Hon.  Charles  Jackson,  dated  Boston,  May  18,  1830. 

*'  Dear  Sir — The  only  just  or  reasonable  motive  for  imprisoning  a  debtor  seems 
1o  be  to  compel  him  to  apply  his  property  to  the  payment  of  his  debts.  If,  there- 
fore, he  is  about  to  abscond,  and  to  remove  his  effects  beyond  the  reach  of  his  credi- 
tor, or  if  he  fraudulently  secretes  or  withdraAvs  them,  so  that  they  cannot  be  taken 
by  legal  process,  the  creditor,  I  think,  ought  to  have  the  power  to  arrest  him,  and 
to  prevent  him,  if  possible,  from  enjoying  at  ease,  or  spending  in  luxury,  what  he 
has  thus  unjustly  acquired.  But  when  he  is  unable  to  pay  the  debt,  and  has  no 
property  to  be  surrendered  to  his  creditor,  it  is  wholly  useless,  as  well  as  oppressive, 
to  prolong  his  imprisonment.  Such  a  measure,  if  considered  as  a  punishment  to 
the  debtor,  is  very  unequal  and  unjust,  as  it  is  inflicted  without  any  regard  to  the 
magnitude  of  the  debt,  and  without  any  distinction  between  a  fraudulent  debtor 
and  one  who  is  only  unfortunate.  I  think,  therefore,  that  imprisonment  for  debt 
ought  never  to  be  allowed,  except  in  cases  which  I  consider  fraudulent ;  that  is, 
when  the  debtor  fraudulently  or  obstinately  secretes  or  withholds  his  property.  But 
as  it  is  not  easy  to  ascertain  beforehand  what  cases  fall  within  this  description,  it 
may  be  necessary  to  authorize  the  arrest  of  the  debtor,  making  provision,  at  the 
same  time,  for  an  immediate  discharge  of  his  person,  upon  his  surrendering  all  his 
property  that  is  liable  to  attachment. 

If  a  proper  and  convenient  provision  of  this  kind  could  be  made,  it  would  per- 
haps remove  the  principal  objections  to  the  existing  laws  ;  but  so  long  as  imprison- 
ment for  debt  on  mesne  process,  and  on  execution,  is  conducted  as  it  now  is,  I  am 
strongly  of  opinion,  that  it  ought  never  to  be  allowed  for  small  debts,  so  as  to 
teach  the  poorer  class  of  debtors.  It  would  require  more  practical  knowledge  than 
1  possess  on  this  subject,  to  fix  the  amount  of  debt  for  which  it  ought  to  be  allowed ; 
but  I  should  be  glad  to  find,  that  it  could  be  limited  to  fifty  dollars.  When  a  man 
whose  living  depends  on  his  manual  labor  is  imprisoned  for  a  debt  which  he  is  un- 
able to  pay,  there  is  a  loss  to  the  community,  as  well  as  to  the  debtor  himself,  of 
the  produce  of  the  labor  which  he  m.ight  have  performed  ;  and  the  creditor's  chance 
of  receiving  payment  is  of  course  diminished.  If  a  debtor  is  unable  to  pay  $10,  it 
seems  to  be  the  height  of  absurdity,  as  well  as  cruelty,  to  take  him  from  his  busi- 
ness, and  to  condemn  him  to  idleness  for  a  time  long  enough  to  have  earned  $20. 

There  is,  perhaps,  one  advantage  in  allowing  imprisonment  for  small  debts ;  which 
is,  that  it  tends  to  deter  the  poor  from  contracting  debts;  and  so  far  as  it  produces 
that  effect,  I  believe  that  it  is  highly  useful.  But  we  daily  see,  that  this  is  not  an 
effectual  remedy,  and  that  many  of  that  class  will  get  credit  where  they  can, 
though  upon  terms  most  oppressive  to  themselves.  If  these  persons  were  wholly 
exempted  from  arrest  and  imprisonment,  they  would  find  it  much  more  difficult  to 
ffet  credit  than  they  now  do.  This  would  be  beneficial,  not  only  to  themselves,  but 
also  to  the  class  of  creditors  in  general;  as  these  latter,  by  giving  less  credit,  would 
probably,  on  the  whole,  lose  less  than  they  do  under  the  existing  laws. 

As  to  the  duration  of  imprisonment,  if  allowed  at  all,  I  should  suppose  30  days 
much  more  than  would  be  commonly  necessary.  All  that  must  be  required  is 
time  enough  for  the  debtor  to  make  out  a  statement  of  his  property,  and  to  surren- 
der or  convey  it  to  the  person  designated  in  the  law,  and  to  undergo  an  examina- 
tion, on  oath,  as  to  the  truth  of  that  statement.     I  see  no  objection  to  allowing  a 
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discharge,  upon  these  terms,  from  arrest  on  mesne  process,  as  well  as  on  execution. 
It  would  further  tend  to  prevent  abuses  in  this  respect,  if  arrest  on  mesne  process 
were  allowed  for  debt  only,  or  for  injuries  to  property,  that  are  susceptible,  in  some 
degree,  of  a  precise  estimation;  to  the  exclusion  of  all  cases  of  mere  personal 
wrongs,  and  of  claims  for  unliquidated  and  uncertain  wrongs. 

If  imprisonment  for  debt  is,  as  I  think  it  is,  useless,  when  used  merely  to  compel 
the  surrender  of  property,  which  ought  to  be  applied  to  discharge  the  debt,  it  fol- 
lows that,  in  other  cases,  a  Christian  cannot,  with  a  good  conscience,  make  use  of 
this  process  either  against  a  fellow  Christian  or  an  infidel." 

Letter  from  Hon.  Daniel  Webster,  dated  Washington,  May  2, 1830. 

"  Sir — I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  19th  of  April,  asking  my  opinion  upon 
several  questions,  all  relative  to  the  subject  of  imprisonment  for  debt.  I  am  quite 
willing  to  express  my  general  opinions  on  that  interesting  subject,  although  they 
are  not  so  matured  as  to  be  entitled  to  influence  other  men's  judgments,  the  ex- 
isting laws,  I  think,  call  loudly  for  revision  and  amendment.  Your  fii-st  four  ques- 
tions seek  to  know^  what  I  think  of  imprisonment  for  small  sums.  I  am  decidedly 
against  it ;  I  would  carry  the  exemption  to  debts  of  thirty  or  forty  dollars,  at  least. 
Individual  instances  of  evil  or  hardship  might,  I  am  aware,  follow  from  such  a 
change  ;  but  I  am  persuaded  the  general  result  would  be  favorable,  in  a  high  de- 
gree, to  industry,  sobriety,  and  good  morals,  as  well  as  to  personal  liberty. 

You  ask,  in  the  next  'place,  what  I  think  of  imprisonment  for  debt  in  any  case 
where  there  is  no  evidence  of  fraud.  Certainly  I  am  of  opinion  that  there  should 
be  no  imprisonment  for  debt,  where  it  appears  that  no  fraud  has  been  practised,  or 
intended,  either  in  contracting  the  debt  or  in  omitting  to  pay  it.  But,  then,  it 
seems  to  me,  that,  when  a  man  does  not  fulfil  a  lawful  promise,  he  ought  to  show 
his  inability,  and  to  show  also  that  his  own  conduct  has  been  fair  and  honest.  He 
ought  not  to  be  allowed  merely  to  say  he  cannot  pay,  and  then  to  call  on  the  cred- 
itor to  prove  that  his  inability  is  pretended  or  fraudulent.  He  ought  to  show  why 
he  does  not  and  cannot  fulfil  his  contract,  and  to  give  reasonable  evidence  that  he 
has  not  acted  fraudulently;  and,  this  being  done,  his  person  ought  to  be  held  no 
longer.  In  the  first  place,  the  creditor  is  entitled  to  the  oath  of  his  debtor,  and,  in 
the"next  place,  to  satisfactory  explanation  of  any  suspicious  circumstances. 

There  are  two  sorts  of  fraud,  either  of  which,  when  proved,  ought  to  prevent  a 
llbei-ation  of  the  person,  viz  :  fraud  in  contracting  the  debt,  and  fraud  in  concealing, 
or  making  way  with,  the  means  of  payment.  And  the  usual  provisions  of  the  bank- 
rapt  act  ought  to  be  added,  that  no  one  should  be  discharged,  who  is  proved  to  have 
lost  money  in  any  species  of  gaming;  and  I  should  include,  in  this  class,  all  adven- 
turersin  lotteries.  Having  tendered  his  own  oath,  and  made  just  explanation  of 
any  circumstances  of  suspicion,  if  there  be  such,  and  not  having  lost  money  by 
gaming,  the  debtor  ought  to  be  discharged  at  once ;  which  answers  another  of 
your  questions ;  for  the  detenfion  of  thirtj'^^days,  before  the  oath  can  be  taken,  ap- 
pears to  me  wholly  useless. 

You  are  pleased  to  ask  whether,  in  my  judgment,  Christians  can,  v/ith  a  good 
conscience,  imprison,  either  other  Christians,  or  infidels.  He  would  be  very  little 
of  a  Christian,  I  think,  who  should  make  a  difference,  in  such  a  case,  and  be  willing 
to  use  a  degree  of  severity  towards  Jew  or  Greek,  which  he  would  not  use  towards 
one  of  his  own  faith.  Whether  conscientious  men  can  imprison  any  body  for  debt, 
whom  they  do  not  beUeve  dishonest  or  fraudulent,  is  a  question  which  every  man, 
while  the  "law  allows  such  imprisonment,  must  decide  for  himself.  In  answer  to 
your  inquiry,  whether  I  have  found  it  necessary  to  use  such  coercion,  in  regard  to 
debts  of  my' own,  I  have  to  say,  that  I  never  imprisoned  any  man  for  my  own  debt, 
under  any  circumstances;  nor  have  I,  in  five  and  twenty  years'  professional  prac- 
tice, ever  recommended  it  to  others,  except  in  cases  where  there  was  manifest 
proof,  or  violent  and  unexplained  suspicion,  of  intentional  fraud. 

Imprisonment  for  debt,  my  dear  sir,  as  it  is  now  practised,  is,  in  my  judgment,  a 
great  evil ;  and,  it  seems  tome,  an  effectual  remedy  for  the  larger  part  of  the  evil 
is  obvious.  Nineteen  twentieths  of  the  whole  of  it  would  be  relieved,  in  my  opin- 
i(m,  if  imprisonment  for  small  debts  were  to  be  abolished.  That  object  I  believe  to 
be  attainable;  and  to  its  attainment,  I  think,  the  main  attention  of  those  who  take 
an  interest  in  the  subject  should  be  directed.  Small  credits  are  often  given,  on  the 
confidence  of  being  able  to  collect  the  debt  by  the  terrors  of  the  Jail ;  great  ones, 
seldom  or  never. 
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Three  simple  provisions  would  accomplish  all,  in  my  opinion,  that  may  be  con- 
sidered as  absolutely  required  to  a  just  state  of  the  law,  respecting  imprisonment  for 
debt  in  Massachusetts. 

1.  That  no  imprisonment  should  be  allowed,  when  the  debts,  exclusive  of  costs, 
did  not  amount  to  $30. 

2.  That  there  should  be  no  necessity  of  imprisonment  for  thirty  days,  as  prelimi- 
nary to  taking  the  poor  debtor's  oath ;  nor  any  longer  detention  than  such  zs  is  ne- 
cessary to  give  parties  notice,  and  time  to  prepare  for  examination;  and  that  a  con* 
venient  number  of  magistrates,  in  every  county,  should,  for  the  purpose  of  adminis- 
tering the  oaths,  be  appointed  by  the  government;  and  that  such  magistrates 
should  be  clothed  with  such  further  powers  as  might  be  thought  expedient,  in  order  to 
enable  them  to  make  a  thorough  investigation  of  the  fairness  or  fraud  of  the  debtor's 
conduct. 

3.  That  in  cases  where  the  debtor  had  been  discharged,  if  the  creditor  would 
make  oath  to  newly  discovered  evidence,  proving  original  fraud,  or,  to  his  belief, 
that  the  debtor  had  subsequently  received  property,  and  concealed  or  withheld  the 
same  from  his  creditors,  it  should  be  competent  to  such  creditor  to  have  investiga- 
tion of  such  charge,  and,  if  made  out,  to  have  execution  against  the  person,  and  if 
not  made  out,  that  the  ci*editor  should  pay  the  cost  of  the  proceeding. 

Other  provisions  might  doubtless  be  useful ;  but  if  these  three  alone  could  be  ob- 
tained, they  would,  in  a  great  measure,  clear  the  Jails  of  debtors,  and  give  general 
satisfaction,  I  have  no  doubt,  to  creditors. 

I  ought  to  add  that  the  imprisonment  of  females  in  the  common  Jails,  for  mere 
debt,  is  a  barbarism  which  ought  not  to  be  tolerated.  Instances  of  such  imprison- 
ment, though  rare,  do  yet  sometimes  occur,  under  circumstances  that  shock  every 
humane  mind.  In  this  respect,  the  law  ought,  in  my  judgment,  to  be  altogether 
reformed." 

Extract  from  Br.  Channing's  Election  Sermon. 

"  I  am  shocked  at  the  imprisonment  of  the  honest  debtor,  and  the  legislation, 
which  allows  the  creditor  to  play  the  tyrant  over  an  innocent  man,  would  disgrace, 
I  think,  a  barbarous  age  I  am  not  less  shocked  by  the  impunity  with  which  crim- 
inal insolvents  continually  escape,  and  by  the  lenity  of  the  community  towards 
these  transgressors  of  its  most  essential  laws." 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Hon.  Samuel  Hubbard,  dated  Boston,  Sept.  10,  1830. 

"  My  Dear  Sir — The  professional  business  in  which  I  have  been  engaged,  has 
not  been  such  as  to  call  my  particular  attention  to  the  subject  of  the  imprisonment 
of  the  poor  for  debt.  But,*so  far  as  my  observation  has  extended,  the  arrest  of  poor 
persons,  for  sums  under  fifty  dollars,  is  highly  injurious,  in  its  operation,  to  both 
debtors  and  creditors.  The  expenses  connected  with  it  are  considerable  ;  the  loss 
of  time  on  the  part  of  the  debtor  is  great;  and  the  habits  contracted  or  confirmed 
are  usually  of  the  most  detrimental  nature,  both  to  the  man  and  his  family.  It  is 
my  desire  to  have  the  law,  authorizing  imprisonment  for  debts  under  fifty  dollars, 
repealed,  and  the  whole  system  modified.  For  one,  I  should  be  well  pleased  with 
the  experiment.  Imprisonment  is  a  punishment ;  and  is  it  reasonable  that  any  man 
should  be  punished  without  at  least  clear  primd  facie  evidence  of  crime .'  To  de- 
fraud men  of  their  property,  by  unjustly  detaining  what  is  due  to  them,  is,  I  admit, 
criminal  in  the  person  thus  detaining;  and  such  criminality  may  lawfully  be  pun- 
ished by  imprisonment.  But  where  the  debtor  has  no  property  to  detain,  and  has 
contracted  his  debts  in  the  common  course  of  business,  why  should  he  be  punished 
with  imprisonment  ?  My  own  opinion  is,  that  no  person  should  be  arrested  on 
mesne  process  in  a  civil  action,  unless  upon  affidavit  for  sufficient  cause,  shown  be- 
fore some  competent  person,  authorized  to  administer  the  oath,  and  whose  duty  it 
ehali  be  to  judge  whether  the  case  stated  in  the  affidavit  comes  within  the  provis- 
ions of  the  lav.' ;    and  I  am  also  of  opinion  that  the  person  thus  arrested,  as  also 

'hen  taken  on  execution,  should  be  admitted  to  the  poor  debtor's  oath,  as  soon  as 

creditor,  or  his  attorney,  can  be  notified  to  attend,  if  it  be  found  on  his  examina- 

liat  he  is  destitute  of  property.     I  am  not  prepared  to  express  a  decided  opin- 

favor  of  the  abolition  of  imprisonment  for  debt  in  every  case,  but  should 

the  first  instance,  a  modification  of  the  existing  laws,  with  a  view,  if 

ficial,  to  the  final  change  of  the  whole  system.     With  these  views,  1 
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may  add  that,  except  on  just  suspicion  of  fraudulent  conduct,  at  the  time  of  con- 
tracting the  debt,  or  in  fraudulently  concealing  property  to  avoid  payment  of  the 
debt,  1  think  no  man  or  Christian  is  warranted  in  imprisoning  the  person  of  his  fel 
low  man  or  Christian  brother. 

With  the  sincerest  gratitude  for  your  benevolent  exertions,  and  with  the  expect- 
ation tliat  your  labors  will  be  still  more  and  more  blest,  in  ameliorating  the  condi- 
tion of  the  wretched  inhabitants  of  our  Jails  and  Prisons,  I  am,  dear  sir,  with  the 
greatest  regard,  &c." 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Hon.  Edward  Everett,  dated  Cliarlestoum,  Mass.,  4th 

Sept.,  1830. 

"Dear  Sir — I  have  duly  received  your  letter,  requesting  my  opinion  on  sev- 
eral subjects  connected  with  imprisonment  for  debt.  I  must  leave  it  to  those  bet- 
ter acquainted  with  the  practical  effect  of  the  existing  laws,  to  make  a  discrimina- 
tion between  the  operation  of  these  laws,  in  reference  to  the  different  sutns  you 
have  named.  My  view  of  the  subject  requires  no  such  discrimination.  But  were 
I  obHged  to  give  a  specific  answer  to  your  first  question,  '  What  do  you  think  of 
imprisonment  for  debt  for  sums  less  than  one  dollar  ?'  I  should  say,  I  think  it  a  dis- 
grace to  the  community  where  it  is  tolerated ;  and  that  a  person,  who  would  de- 
prive a  fellow  creature  of  his  Uberty  for  inability  to  pay  that  sum,  ought  himself  to 
be  sent  to  the  State's  Prison,  till  he  had  learned  humanity,  or  rather  to  the  Insane 
Hospital,  till  he  was  restored  to  reason. 

But  I  ought  to  recollect  that  even  such  imprisonment  has  been  authorized  by  the 
laws  of  our  ancient  commonwealth,  and  is  now  authorized  by  the  laws  and  daily 
practice  of  some  of  tlie  sister  States;  and  that  individuals  are  not  justly  chargeable 
with  the  iniquity  of  a  system  established  by  the  law  of  the  land,  and  sanctioned  by 
custom.  It  is  one  of  the  worst  effects  of  bad  laws,  that  they  corrupt  public  senti- 
ment. 

It  is  said  to  have  been  remarked,  by  the  venerable  Attorney-General  of  the  com- 
monwealth, on  occasion  of  the  late  trial  at  Salem,  that  it  was  to  be  regretted  that 
the  common  law  had  not,  by  the  statute  of  1  Ann,  been  brought  a  little  nearer  to 
common  sense,  in  reference  to  the  trial  of  accessories,  before  the  conviction  of  a 
principal.  I  fear  there  is  too  great  reason  to  say,  that  we  live  under  a  system  of 
laws,  touching  the  relations  of  debtor  and  creditor,  utterly  at  war,  not  only  with 
common  sense,  but  common  humanity. 

Although  crime  may  be  connected  with  insolvency,  yet  insolvency  is  not  of  it- 
self a  crime.  Where  fraud  has  been  committed,  let  that  fraud  be  proceeded  against 
under  known  laws,  and  punished,  I  care  not  how  severely,  so  the  bounds  of  reason 
and  humanity  are  not  passed.  But  inability  to  pay  one's  debts  is  itself  no  proof 
of  crime.  It  may,  and  often  does,  arise  from  the  act  of  God,  and  misfortune  in  all 
its  forms.  A  man  may  become  insolvent  in  consequence  of  sickness,  shipwreck,  a 
fire,  a  bad  season,  political  changes  affecting  trade  at  home  and  abroad ;  or,  being 
wholly  prosperous  in  his  own  business,  he  may  be  involved  in  the  ruin  of  his  debt- 
or. In  the  eye  of  the  law  of  Massachusetts,  a  man's  inability  to  meet  his  obliga- 
tions, produced  in  any  of  these  ways,  is  a  crime  punishable  by  imprisonment. 

Suppose  a  Legislature  were  to  pass  a  law,  that  whoever  should  have  a  ship  cast 
away,  or  a  ware-house  burnt  down,  should  be  imprisoned  thirty  days.  What  would 
be  thought  of  their  humanity  ?  what  of  their  sanity  ?  Such,  however,  in  substance, 
is  the  law  of  the  commonwealth  of  Massachusetts.  The  absurdity  of  such  a  system 
is  as  glaring  as  its  cruelty. 

It  is  objectionable  on  another  ground.  To  deprive  a  citizen  of  liberty  is  one  of 
the  highest  inflictions  of  penal  justice.  Next  to  capital  punishment,  it  is  the  most 
infamous  punishment  known  to  our  law.  The  power  of  wielding  this  formidable 
weapon  ought  to  be  lodged  exclusively  in  the  hands  of  the  magistrate.  Grave  pub- 
lic reasons  should  alone  decide  when  it  should  be  employed.  The  present  law  sub- 
mits to  the  discretion,  the  caprice,  and  the  passions  of  the  creditor,  whether  he  will 
or  will  not  subject  a  citizen  to  this  odious  infliction  of  penal  justice.  There  are 
men  in  the  community  who  make  a  livelihood  from  buying  up  bad  debts.  Tho 
State  puts  its  sheriffs,  and  constables,  and  the  keys  of  its' Prisons,  under  their  con- 
trol, and  they  daily  wield  their  dreadful  power,  from  motives  of  interest;  sometime?^ 
without  the  possibility  of  deriving  benefit;  but  more  frequently  with  a  studied  and 
tantalizing  choice  of  time  and  circumstances,  such  as  to  give  to  personal  duress  tho 
character  and  effects  of  torture.     Torture,  in  fact,  it  is ;  and  many  persons,  no  doubt, 
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would  rather  lose  the  joint  of  a  finger,  or  submit  to  a  few  turns  of  a  thumb-screw 
in  private,  than  be  shut  up  in  the  wards  of  a  Jail. 

Fortunately  for  the  credit  of  the  country  at  large,  though  to  the  discredit  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, our  law  on  this  subject  is  behind  the  legislation  of  the  majority  of  the 
States.  Very  few  States  in  the  Union  deem  so  lightly  of  the  value  of  the  blessings 
which  they  secure  to  their  citizens,  as  to  allow  an  individual  to  deprive  his  neigh- 
bor of  his  liberty,  for  thirty  days,  for  a  debt  of  five  dollars. 

When  the  enormity  and  scandal  of  such  legislation  are  considered,  we  can  only 
wonder  that  it  can  subsist  for  a  day  in  a  community  where  the  people  make  the 
laws,  especially  when  we  inquire  what  class  of  society  is  benefited  by  them. 
Creditors  are  not  greatly  benefited,  as  is  notorious  from  the  facts  stated  in  the  last 
Report  of  the  Prison  Discipline  Society.  In  a  report  made  to  a  meeting  of  gentle- 
men assembled  in  Boston,  a  year  or  two  since,  to  consider  this  subject,  it  is  stated 
that,  '  within  the  last  twenty  j^ears,  the  costs  that  have  accrued  in  suits  against 
insolvents  have  amounted  to  more  than  one  million  of  dollars.' 

It  surely  cannot  be  the  interest  or  the  wish  of  the  mass  of  the  people  to  lay  such 
a  tax  for  the  purpose  of  fiUing  the  pockets  of  those  benefited  by  the  prosecution  of 
petty  debts. 

Considered  in  connexion  with  the  public  good,  and  the  cause  of  civil  liberty,  the 
facts  disclosed  in  the  last  Annual  Report  of  the  Prison  Discipline  Society  present 
matter  of  reflection  painfully  important.  Seventy-five  thousand  freemen,  in  these 
United  States,  it  is  estimated,  are  annually  subjected,  under  the  existing  laws,  to 
the  infamous  punishment  of  a  Prison !  And  the  costs  and  damages  exceed,  in  many 
cases,  the  amount  of  the  debts  for  which  they  are  imprisoned ! 

There  are  several  governments  called  despotic,  where  no  such  outrage  on  reason 
and  humanity  is  tolerated.  That  it  is  submitted  to  in  this  community,  is  a  proof 
how  much  practical  oppression  a  people  will  endure,  who  enjoy,  in  theory,  the 
power  of  providing  a  remedy.  The  acts  of  the  British  government,  which  drove 
our  fathers  to  arms,  were  infinitely  less  grievous  than  the  laws  in  question.  Nor  is 
there  any  question  of  national  or  party  politics,  that  now  excites  the  sensibility  of 
the  people  of  the  United  States,  which  so  much  concerns  them  as  this  subject,  in 
regard  to  which  so  great  an  apathy  prevails. 

Harsh,  however,  as  the  expression  may  sound,  if  the  people,  possessing  the 
means  of  a  perfect  and  instant  remedy  in  their  hands,  will  not  apply  it,  they  ought 
to  suffer.  Were  it  not  that  the  unfortunate  class  who  suffer  most — the  poor  and 
friendless — are  unable  effectually  to  make  their  wishes  felt,  and  their  rights  respect- 
ed, nothing  would  need  to  be  said.  A  fortnight's  time  devoted,  to  the  subject  by 
the  General  Court,  would  be  amply  sufficient  to  enact  a  statute  which  would  bring 
the  law  nearer  to  humanity  and  reason ;  and,  if  the  people  wish  for  such  a  statute, 
it  is  very  easy  to  make  their  wish  known  and  respected. 

Wishing  entire  success  to  all  judicious  exertions  to  effect  this  end,  I  remain,  &c." 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  H.  TV.  Dwight,  M.  C,  dated  Washington,  D.  C, 
May  10, 1830 

"  My  Dear  Sir — My  answer  to  your  6th  question  supersedes  a  reply  to  all  that 
precede  it. 

I  think  '  imprisonment  for  debt,  in  every  case  in  which  there  is  no  evidence  of 
fraud,'  but  a  relic  of  the  barbarous  ages.  I  do  not  know  what  a  Christian  might  do 
with  a  Christian  or  an  infidel.  I  fear  too  little  of  Christianity  enters  into  any  of  the 
concerns  of  common  life.  No  'benefits  result  from  continuing,  and  no  evils  would 
result  from  abolishing  imprisonment  for  debt.' 

I  have  never  found  it  necessary  to  imprison  a  man  for  a  debt  due  to  me  personal- 
ly, and  whenever,  in  fifteen  years'  practice,  I  have  done  so  for  a  client,  I  have  al- 
ways found  it  would  have  been  better  not  to  have  done  so." 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Samuel  A.  Eliot,  dated  Boston,  April  30,  1830. 

"  I  consider  imprisonment  for  debt,  under  the  present  regulations,  in  all  cases,  in- 
judicious, as  a  means  of  recovery ;  of  an  obvious  tendency  to  produce  cruelty  on  the 
one  side,  and  vice  on  the  other;  disproportioned  to  the  offence,  where  no  fraud  is 
imputed,  and,  where  it  is,  of  a  vindictive  rather  than  a  correcting  nature  ;  and  it  is, 
therefore,  a  punishment  of  such  a  character  as  to  be  unworthy  of  countenance  in  a 
community  calling  itself  Christian.  I  think  great  benefits  would  be  experienced, 
or,  at  least,  great  evils  avoided,  by  the  abolition,  or  essential  modification,  of  the 
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present  mode  of  imprisonment  for  debt,  provided  some  other  punishment  were  sub- 
stituted in  its  place  ;  though  I  should  fear  its  abolition,  without  some  substitute, 
would  only  add  to  the  evils  already  existing  in  society.  So  far  from  finding  it  nec- 
essary to  imprison  any  one  for  debt  to  myself,  I  should  think  myself  very  ill  em- 
ployed with  a  view  to  my  own  interest,  and  much  more  so  in  a  moral  view,  in  con- 
fining those  who  owe  me  much  larger  sums  than  any  you  have  named  in  your 
questions,  which  they  are  now  unable  to  pay.  I  consider  my  only  chance  of  recov 
ery  is  in  allowing  them  to  pursue  their  occupations." 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Hon.  Artemas  Ward,  dated  Boston,  June  21,  1830- 

'•  My  Dear  Sir — To  imprison  a  debtor,  either  Christian  or  heathen,  believer  or 
infidel,  where  there  was  no  fault  or  fraud  on  his  part,  and  whose  inability  to  pay 
arose  wholly  from  misfortunes,  which  human  pr-udence  and  a  reasonable  use  of  his 
faculties  could  not  guard  him  against,  be  his  debt  one,  ten,  or  ten  thousand  dollars, 
in  my  mind,  would  be  unjust,  cruel,  inhuman,  and  unchristian.  A  debtor  who  is 
without  fault  ought  to  be  exempt  from  suffering,  disgrace,  or  punishment ;  and  a 
fraudulent,  unfair,  dishonest  debtor  ought  not  to  escape  without  being  punished 
according  to  the  aggravation  of  his  offence.  Unless  some  penalty  is  annexed  to 
dishonest  insolvency,  people  will  be  induced  to  buy  on  credit,  and  live  on  the  fruit 
of  the  labor  of  others,  rather  than  to  earn  something  themselves.  Nothing  is  more 
frequent,  even  as  the  law  now  is,  than  for  a  debtor,  who  has  numerous  meritorious 
creditors,  and  has  reduced  his  property  by  living  above  his  income,  or  incautious 
speculations,  so  that  he  cannot  pay  them  all,  to  convey  all  his  property  in  trust  to 
some  favorite  creditors,  and  set  all  other  creditors  at  defiance,  offering  them  noth- 
ing, unless  they  will  take  a  small  per  cent,  of  their  debt,  and  discharge  the  whole. 
A  failure  in  business,  and  paying  a  small  part,  or  nothing,  of  what  one  owes,  is  too 
lightly  considered,  in  the  esfimation  of  the  community  ;  and  I  have  no  doubt  that 
the  instances  are  increased  on  that  account.  Bankruptcy  is  viewed  very  different- 
ly, now,  from  what  it  v/as  in  the  days  of  our  Puritan  ancestors,  who,  though  they 
might  not  be  as  well  informed  as  the  present  generation,  possessed  as  much  moral 
purity,  as  to  miyie  and  thine.  The  elder  President  Adams,  in  his  Novanglus,  page 
4th,  speaking  of  the  days  of  1761,  says,  'At  that  time,  bankruptcy  was  infamous; 
now  [1819]  it  is  scarcely  disgraceful.'  Bankruptcy,  arising  from  the  causes  which 
often  produce  it,  at  all  times,  and  in  all  countries,  ought  to  be  infamous ;  but  when 
it  arises  from  misfortunes,  it  ought  not  to  be  even  disgraceful.  An  unfortunate  man 
ought  to  be  aided  and  pitied,  not  punished  or  disgraced. 

in  answer  to  your  question,  '  whether  I  have  ever  found  it  necessary  to  imprison 
a  man  for  a  debt  due  to  me  personally,'  I  say,  in  the  course  of  more  than  forty  years 
of  active  business,  with  a  great  number  of  persons,  but  one  only  has  been  commit- 
ted to  Prison,  by  my  orders,  for  a  debt  due  to  myself;  and  that  took  place  about 
twenty  years  since.  My  debtor,  in  that  instance,  having  been  accommodated  with 
a  loan  of  upwards  of  $14,000,  and  having  never  received  from  me  any  thing  but 
kindness  and  favors,  was  chargeable  with  the  blackest  ingratitude,  the  grossest  per- 
fidy and  deception,  and  deserved  a  punishment  much  more  severe  than  the  law 
enabled  me  to  inflict. 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  E.  P. 

"  Dear  Sir — I  would  answer  all  your  inquiries,  from  1  to  10,  by  observing,  in 
the  general,  that  imprisonment  is  punishment;  that  punishment,  if  deserved,  im- 
plies previous  crime  ;  that  poverty  is,  in  itself,  no  crime  ;  nor  does  inability  to  pay  a 
just  debt  necessarily  imply  crime  ;  consequently,  imprisonment,  merely  on  account 
of  such  inability,  is  unjust  and  wrong.  If  it  can  be  shown  that  the  debtor  has 
committed  a  crime,  let  him  be  punished  for  his  crime,  and  according  to  his  deserts  j 
but  let  him  not  be  punished  for  what  may  be  merely  his  misfortune.  I  have  never 
imprisoned  a  person  for  debt,  and  I  trust  I  never  shall.  Connected  with  the  aboli- 
tion of  imprisonment  for  mere  debt,  where  there  is  no  evidence  of  fraud  or  crime,  I 
can  think  of  no  evils  worth  mentioning.  What  evils  can  result  from  the  stop  of  pal- 
pable injustice  ?  The  poor,  it  is  true, "would  find  it  more  difficult  to  contract  debts  ; 
but  this  (though  it  might  sometimes  straiten  them)  would  not  ultimately  injure  them.'* 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  J.  P.,  dated  Boston,  May  6,  1830. 
"  To  the  seven  first  of  the  questions  proposed  in  your  circular  of  the  19th  ult.,  I  say. 
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at  once,  I  think  it  all  bad,  impolitic,  unrighteous,  inhuman,  unchristian ;  that  all 
imprisonment  for  debt,  not  for  fraud, — for  that  is  another  matter, — is  as  great  a  vio- 
lation of  natural  right  as  slave  dealing." 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  J.  T.,  dated  Boston,  April  24,  1830. 

"  Simple  debt  is  not  a  crime,  and  is  not  justly  punishable.  It  may  be  an  indiscreet, 
or  a  fooUsh  act,  or  it  may.be  a  very  wise  and  proper  one.  Nor  do  I  suppose,  that 
one  who  prosecutes  a  debtor  w^ould  attempt  to  vindicate  the  principle,  that  a 
debtor,  merely  as  such,  is  to  be  punished,  or,  rather,  no  Legislature  would  recognise 
this  principle  in  a  law.  It  is  supposed,  1st,  that  the  debt  was  fraudulently  contract- 
ed, or,  2dly,  if  not  fraudulently  contracted,  that  payment  is  withheld,  when  it  might 
be  made  ?  Now,  either  of  these  suppositions  may  in  many  cases  be  a  fact.  Here, 
then,  as  I  imagine,  is  the  ground  on  which  imprisonment  for  debt  is  justified,  and 
on  which  it  is  legalized.  The  question  then  arises.  How  far  does  the  imprisoning 
system  either  check  this  fraud,  or  secure  payment  where  it  would  not  otherwise  be 
made  ?  I  have  no  doubt  whether,  to  a  certain  extent,  it  conduces  to  each  of  these 
ends.  But  I  have  also  no  doubt  whether  it  produces  very  far  more  fraud  than  it 
prevents  ;  nor  do  I  doubt  whether  there  are  ten  unjust  and  wicked  imprisonments 
for  small  debts,  to  one  where  the  debtor  would  pay  his  debts  if  he  could.  I  have 
seen  much  of  the  misery  which  this  imprisonment  for  small  debts  brings  upon  the 
poor,  and  of  the  cruel  injustice  with  which  the  law,  in  this  respect,  bears  upon  the 
laboring  class  of  our  population.  I  have  known  a  respectable  mechanic,  for  exam- 
ple, imprisoned  for  a  debt  of  ^5,  contracted  by  his  family  at  a  grocer's,  while  he  waa 
himself  very  ill ;  and  he  w  as  sent  to  Jail  for  that  debt,  when  he  not  only  was  with- 
out a  shilling,  but  his  family  was  wanting  bread  because  he  was  not  able  to  work ; 
and  another  for  a  debt  of  $5  or  $6,  contracted  by  purchasing  certain  tools ;  each  of 
whom,  I  believe,  vrould  most  readily  have  paid  what  he  owed,  if  he  had  possessed 
the  means  of  doing  it.  But  not  only  so,  I  have  known  a  poor  man  sent  to  Jail  for 
a  small  debt,  by  one  who  paid  his  board  there,  for  a  more  secure  enjoyment  of 
vicious  intercourse  in  his  family  ! 

I  look,  however,  beyond  particular  facts  to  first  principles  on  this  subject.  I  sup- 
pose, 1st,  that  debt,  in  a  community,  will  be  proportioned  to  the  facility  with  which 
credit  can  be  obtained.  2d.  Credit  can  be  obtained,  in  a  community,  in  proportion 
as  those,  who  have  money  to  lend,  or  goods  to  sell,  upon  trust,  can  feel,  that,  in 
case  of  danger  to  their  property,  they  can  distress  the  debtor.  Sdly.  Does  not  this  very 
facihty  of  obtaining  credit,  therefore,  grow  out  of  debtor  laws  ?  I  think  it  does.  Do 
not  far  the  greater  number  of  bankruptcies  grow  out  of  the  credits  artificially  pro- 
duced and  upheld?  This,  I  suspect,  is  true.  How  far  does  the  dread  of  imprison- 
ment check  the  debtor  in  contracting  debts  ?  I  think  little.  And  I  have  no  doubt 
whether  it  leads  him  tenfold  to  increase  his  deception  to  delude  his  creditor. 
What  effect,  also,  has  imprisonment  itself  upon  the  debtor  ?  I  believe  the  worst. 
I  would  not  have  a  man  imprisoned  for  simple  debt  of  any  amount.  But  if  this 
must  be,  let  the  lowest  sum,  for  which  imprisonment  is  allowed,  be  one  hundred 
dollars.  Many,  now  living  on  small  credits,  cut  off  from  this  resource,  would  then 
be  industrious.  The  seller,  suffering  fewer  losses,  would  then  afford  to  sell  cheaper. 
An  immense  amount  of  deception  would  be  prevented.  Abolish  imprisonment  for 
debt,  and  you  will  make  credit  to  depend  on  character,  as  it  now  does  not.  It  will 
not  be  so  easily  obtained  as  it  now  is.  A  security  of  property  will  therefore  be 
felt  far  greater  than  is  upon  the  present  system.  And  if  virtue  itself  would  not  be 
promoted,  which  I  do  not  grant,  very  much  of  vice  would  be  prevented." 

Extract  of  a  Letter  fram  A.  JR. 

*'  My  Dear  Sir — The  incarceration  of  the  body  by  judicial  process,  in  case  of 
mental  sanity,  I  can  regard  in  no  other  light  than  that  of  a  punishment.  There  may 
be  individuals,  in  the  most  abject  classes  of  society,  who  woiild  not  regard  it  as 
such.  To  all  others,  it  is  a  most  severe  afHiction  to  be  torn  from  Iheir  home  and 
friends,  deprived  of  liberty  and  the  light  of  heaven,  and  immured  within  the  walls 
of  a  Prison.  Nov/,  a  severe  punishment  is  the  reward,  not  of  misfortune,  nor  of  (he 
slighter  degrees  of  heedlessness  or  negligence,  but  of  crime.  To  deserve  imprison- 
ment, therefore,  a  person  must  have  committed  some  crime,  either  against  the 
State  or  against  an  individual;  or,  if  the  crime  has  not  been  actually  committed, 
there  must  be  good  evidence  that  it  is  premeditated,  and  tliat  it  can  be  prevented 
in  no  other  and  better  way. 
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Hence  I  have  believed  that  the  imprisonment  of  the  debtor  is  justifiable  only  in 
cad3s  of  dishonesty  or  fraud.  The  fraud  or  dishonesty  may  have  appeared  in  the 
act  of  contracting  the  debt;  in  giving;  false  security;  in  evading  or  delaying  the 
payiuent ;  in  conveying  away  or  secreting  property  which  might  satisfy  the  de- 
man  1;  an  J  perhaps  in  many  other  ways.  Where  fraud  has  been  practised,  and 
can  be  proved,  or  where  impartial  persons  would  say  there  is  strong  ground  to  sus- 
pect it,  1  know  not  but  the  putting  of  the  offender's  body  in  Prison  may  punish  or 
arret  Ills  crime,  without  injustice  to  him,  and  with  permanent  benetit  to  the  com- 
munity. In  all  other  case  •,  it  appears  to  me,  at  present,  that  imprisonment  is  in 
fact  a  punls'imont  without  a  crime,  anJ  the  laws  which  sanction  it  impolitic  and  un- 
jui^  1  '  tlun'c,'  therefore,  very  uniavorably  of  imprisonment  for  debt,  for  any  turn 
whatever,  '  where  there  is  no  evidence  of  fraud;'  and  you  have  my  opinion  in  re- 
ply to  the  hr.it  six  questions  proposed  in  your  letter.  The  10th  question  is  also  vir- 
tually answered  in  the  negative  :  I  think  the  '  penalty  of  imprisonment  for  debt,  in 
caso3  where  there  is  no  evidence  of  fraud,'  is  not  '  well  proportioned  to  the  aggra- 
vation of  the  oTence.'  And  I  would  here  add,  in  reference  to  question  13th,  that  I 
have  never  '  found  it  necessary  to  imprison  a  man  for  debt  due  to  me  personally ;' 
and  I  fon^lly  tru^t  and  believe  I  never  shall.  It  is  true,  I  have  not  been  engaged 
extensively  in  tralfic  with  my  fellow  men;  but,  in  my  hmited  experience,  I  have 
used  no  uncommon  carefulness  in  selecting  responsible  men  for  my  debtors. 

As  tho  laws  of  our  country  nov/  stand,  and  considering  that  the  whole  system  of 
credit  is  shaped  by  the  legislation,  I  am  not  prepared  to  say  that  a  Christian  can- 
7iot  sleep  quietly  on  the  night  after  he  has  taken  his  honest  debtor  by  the  throat, 
anl  cast  liim  into  Prison.  Till  the  laws  are  changed,  it  is  possible  that  an  enlight- 
ened anl  pure  conscience  may  approve  the  deed.  But  I  would  not  myself  be  that 
ChriS'ian  cretlitor,  to  imprison  the  debtor  who  had  not  been  fraudulent  or  dishon- 
est, whether  hs  were  '  Christian'  or  '  infidel.'  [Questions  8  and  9.]  Sir,  /  could 
not  sleep  on  that  night;  I  would  not  be  that  unrelenting,  grasping,  '  Christian* 
creditor. 

I  am  aware  that  it  is  extremely  difficult  to  frame  such  a  code  of  laws  as  shall  al- 
ways discriminate  between  crime  and  misfortune,  and  secure  the  creditor  all  his 
rights  without  unduly  increasing  his  power,  or  infringing  upon  the  equitable  rights 
of  the  debtor.  The  '  Christian'  legislator  who  shall  devise  an  impartial  system  for 
that  puipose,  to  succeed  to  the  present  unequal  and  oppressive  code,  will  deserve 
well  of  his  country  and  of  posterity.  Some  happy  approximation  to  such  a  system, 
I  believe,  will  ere  long  be  devised.  The  genius  of  the  age  requires  it ;  and  I  re- 
gard your  well-directed  efforts  to  expose  the  inconveniences  and  iniquities  of  the 
old  system,  as  destined  to  prepare  the  way  for  such  a  propitious  event.  I  can 
scarcely  imagine  '  what  evils  would  result  from  abolishing  imprisonment  for  debt,* 
[question  11,]  if  the  revolu'don  was  made  prudently  and  cautiously.  If  any  should 
arise,  they  would  be  temporary ;  they  must  soon  disappear,  under  the  practical  op- 
eration of  a  system  founded  on  the  eternal  principles  of  justice,  equity,  and  mercy. 
The  'benefits^  of  such  a  change  [question  12]  must  be  innumerable  and  in- 
calculable. Among  them  would  be  that  of  depriving  the  dishonest  or  malicious 
creditor  of  tlic  power  of  haras -ing  and  persecuting  the  innocent;  which,  in  ten 
thousand  instances,  would  be  to  '  cut  short  the  power  of  the  oppressor.'  Another 
benefit,  by  no  means  the  least,  would  be  that  of  regulating  the  whole  system  of 
credit;  which  would  be  an  immense  blessing,  both  to  creditors  and  debtors.  It 
would  restore  simple  honesty  to  its  throne,  and  revive  confidence  between  man 
and  man." 

Letter  from  J.  H. 

"  In  answer  to  the  printed  inquiries  you  had  the  politeness  to  send  me,  I  can 
say,  generally,  that  I  can  see  no  justice  or  policy  in  punishing  a  person  for  his  mis- 
fortunes, and  that  I  know  of  nothing  but  crime  or  guilt,  which  deserves  or  needs 
punishment.  I  feel,  most  decidedly  and  sensibly,  that  fraudulent  debtors  ought  to 
be  examined,  and  pursued  with  greater  vigilance,  and  punished  with  greater  se- 
verity, at  leas':  equal  to  counterfeiters  or  forgers  ;  and,  until  fraud  is  proved,  or  at 
least  suspected,  that  no  debtor  ought  ever  to  be  imprisoned,  whatever  might  be  the 
evils  resubing  from  such  a  law. 

If  the  old  adage  is  sound,  that  it  is  better  ten  guilty  persons  should  go  free  than 
thit  one  innocent  man  should  be  punished,  it  must  forever  put  an  end  to  punish- 
ment for  debt,  where  no  fraud  is  suspected.  To  imprison  a  man  because  his  house 
or  barn  is  struck  and  burned  by  lightning,  his  ship  lost  in  a  storm  at  sea,  or  becaase 

33* 
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he  otherwise  loses  the  means  of  supporting  his  family,  as  well  as  paying  his  debts, 
is  unfit  for  a  barbarous  age,  and  much  more  for  the  enlightened  age  of  wliich  we 
boast." 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Hon,  Stephen  White,  of  Salem,  Mass, 

"  Dear  Sir — I  have  just  received  your  printed  circular,  requesting  my  opinion 
regarding  imprisonment  for  debt,  in  certain  given  cases,  I  can  answer  them,  I  be- 
lieve, satisfactorily  in  the  aggregate.  I  am  opposed  to  all  manner  of  imprisonment 
for  debt,  unless  it  be  connected  with  fraud.  I  am  distinctly  in  favor  of  some  pro- 
vision being  made  by  law,  for  the  discharge  of  all  innocent  debtors,  upon  a  bona 
fide  surrender  of  all  their  property,  for  the  equal  benefit  of  creditors,  in  proportion 
to  the  amount  of  their  respective  claims." 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Hon.  Benj.  Pickman,  dated  Salem,  June  29,  1830. 

"  Dear  Sir — I  am,  and  ever  have  been,  opposed  to  imprisonment  for  debt,  for 
any  sum  whatever,  however  small  or  however  large.  I  consider  the  law  that  au- 
thorizes it  as  inconsistent  with  the  spirit  of  our  government,  and,  what  is  of  much 
more  serious  importance ,  as  inconsistent  with  the  spirit  of  the  Christian  religion ;  a  law, 
therefore,  which  nothing  could  justify,  but  the  clearest  evidence  that  the  good  of 
society  requires  it.  So  far,  however,  from  having  proved  beneficial,  it  has,  I  think, 
proved  injurious  to  the  community,  and,  in  nine  instances,  at  least,  out  of  ten,  to 
the  hard-hearted  creditor  who  has  availed  himself  of  it.  According  to  my  observa- 
tion, a  large  proportion  of  those  persons,  who  have  been  imprisoned  for  debt,  were  so 
for  very  small  sums,  and  to  gratify  a  malicious  or  revengeful  temper;  and,  as  such 
persons  are  generally  unable  to  obtain  surety  for  the  liberty  of  the  yard,  they  have 
been  confined  in  apartments  not  much,  if  any,  better  than  those  in  which  convict- 
ed felons  w^ere  confined.  If  the  debtor,  so  confined,  be  a  bad  man,  it  only  serves 
to  excite  in  him  a  spirit  of  revenge  ;  if  he  be  a  good  but  unfortunate  man,  it  evi- 
dently renders  him  incapable,  for  the  time,  of  providing  for  the  support  of  himself, 
or  his  family,  should  he  have  one,  and  thereby  increases  his  inability  to  pay  his 
debts.  I  have  observed,  that  a  considerable  proporUon  of  those  persons,  who  have 
been  imprisoned  for  debt,  have  been  put  in  Prison  by  the  retailers  of  ardent  spirits; 
a  class  of  men,  who,  I  hope,  will  not  be  much  longer  tolerated  in  society.  While 
I  entertain  these  opinions  respecting  imprisonment  for  debt,  I  also  think  that  hon- 
esty cannot  be  too  much  encouraged,  and  that  every  species  of  dishonesty  ought 
to  be  severely  punished.  If  a  debtor  attempts  to  defraud  his  creditors,  he  should  be 
punished  for  it ;  but  then  it  should  be  considered  as  a  public  crime,  (like  forgery, 
for  example,)  and  accordingly  prosecuted,  under  the  authority  of  government. 
Unfortunately,  the  men  who  are  guilty  of  the  greatest  frauds  upon  their  creditors 
are  not  generally  the  men  who  are  imprisoned  for  their  debts.  How  many  insol- 
vents have  there  been,  who  have  failed  for  very  large  sums,  and  have  not  paid  ten 
cents  on  the  dollar,  and,  after  having  compromised  with  their  creditors,  by  a  de- 
ceptive representation  of  their  property,  have  lived  like  men  of  large  fortune  !  And 
among  those  creditors  were,  perhaps,  included  widows  and  orphans,  who,  by  their 
failure,  were  deprived  of  their  means  of  support.  Such  men  can  hardly  be  too  se- 
verely punished,  or  too  much  despised.  I  would  further  add,  on  this  subject,  that, 
generally,  creditors  are  a  much  more  wary  class  of  men  than  debtors  ;  and,  if  the 
law  authorizing  imprisonment  for  debt  were  repealed,  they  would  probably  be 
more  cautious  how  they  gave  credit ;  and  this  would  be  likely  to  have  a  beneficial 
effect  upon  the  community,  as  it  would  tend  to  lessen  the  number  of  debtors  and 
creditors,  and  would  also  give  to  men  of  fair  character  the  advantage  that  they 
ought  to  have  in  obtaining  credit." 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Charles  Sedgwick,  Esq.,  dated  Lenox,  Mass.,  1830. 

"  I  have  spent  a  good  deal  of  time  in  looking  over  the  records  of  the  Jail  in  this 
place,  since  May  22,  1828,  and  have  examined  copies  of  all  the  executions,  in  the 
hands  of  the  jailer,  on  which  debtors  have  been  committed  ;  and  you  will  perceive, 
by  the  statement  below,  besides  the  loss  and  inconvenience  occasioned  to  the  debt- 
or by  imprisonment,  that  this  mode  of  enforcing  collections  is  useless  and  expensive 
to  the  creditor. 

For  a  period  of  a  little  more  than  eighteen  months,  there  have  been  committed 
to  Prison,  on  civil  process,  186  persons,  in  Berkshire.     Some  have  been  committed 
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on  the  writ,  and  some  surrendered  by  their  bail ;  but  by  far  the  greater  part  on  execu- 
tions for  a  small  amount ;  and  6  or  8  for  military  fines,  amounting  to  from  50  cts.  to  $3. 

During  the  first  eighteen  months,  there  were  committed,  on  executions  issued 

upon  judgments  recovered  in  the  Common  Pleas, 33 

On  executions  issued  upon  justices'  judgments, 81 

Out  of  the  33  mentioned  above,  there  have  been  admitted  to  the  poor  debtor's  oath,  17 
The  residue   have  been  discharged,  and,  although  the  records  do  not  show 
how,  it  is  well  known  that,  in  almost  every  instance,  it  is  by  giving  new 
notes,  without  any  additional  security 16 


Of  the  81  committed  on  justices'  executions,  there  have  been  admitted  to  the 

poor  debtor's  oath, 30 

Committed  for  military  tines,  and  discharged  after  six  days, 6 

The  residue  discharged  by  the  creditor, 45 

"si 

Of  the  60  persons  committed  and  discharged  by  the  creditor,  the  whole  period  ot 
conlinement  has  been  773  days,  and  the  average  time  of  each,  13  days. 

Of  the  47  persons  admitted  to  the  poor  debtor's  oath,  several  have  been  confined  for 
60  days,  owing  to  the  neglect  of  the  otiicer,  in  not  serving  properly  the  citation  up- 
on the  creditor ;  but,  supposing  the  citation  properly  served,  and  one  day  only  al- 
lowed for  this  purpose,  the  whole  period  of  their  confinement  would  be  1157  days, 
or  for  each  person  31  days. 

The  amount  of  thirty-three  executions,  issuing  from  the  Common  Pleas,  on  which 
the  debtors  were  committed  to  Prison,  is  as  follows : — 

Debt.  Costs,  Costs  of  commitment. 

$4756  65  345  07  205  93 

From  the  above  deduct  the  sums  in  eleven  executions,  amounting  to 

$4088  79  127  47  108  36 

$667  86  217  60  97  57 

For  these  last  sums,  the  remaining  twenty-two  executions  issued  from  Common 
Pleas,  which  is.  on  average,  $30  39  for  the  amount  of  debt  in  each  execution. 

Justices'  Executions. 

The  amount  of  eighty-one  executions,  issued  upon  justices'  judgments,  is  as  fol- 
lows : — 

Debt.  Costs.  Costs  of  commitment. 

$860  40  288  78  245  56 

From  the  above  deduct  the  amount  of  twenty-seven  executions,  which  is 
$511  70  105  89  90  76 

$348  70  182  89  154  80 

Amount  of  fifty-four  executions,  on  which  debtors  were  committed  to  Prison. 
Out  of  these  54  persons,  43  were  confined  for  31  days  each,  1333  days, 
The  remaining  11,  on  an  average,  13  days  each,  143    do. 

Say  that  the  above  amount  of  fifty-four  executions  were  all  issued  for  the  same  sum 

each,  and  then  the  amount  of  forty-three  executions,  on  which  the  debtors  were  ad- 
mitted to  the  oath,  would  be 

Debt,  $275  81 ;  costs,  145  63 ;  costs  of  commitment,  123  20. 

The  average  of  these  forty-three  debts  would  be,  in  that  case,  for  each  person. 

Debt,  $6  48  ;  costs,  3  38  ;  costs  of  commitment,  2  86. 

Costs, 3  38" 

Costs  of  commitment, 2  86 

Jailer's  key  fees, 40 

Expense  of  making  out  citation,  &.c.,       1  00 

■  Serving  citation,  on  an  average,  at  least  1  00 

Justice's  fees  on  swearing  out,       .     .      1  00 

Board,  25  cents  per  day,  for  31  days,       7  75 

Value  of  debtor's  time,  50  cents,    .     .  15  50 

$32  89 

*  The  fees  for  service  of  .i  citation  are,  sen-ice  30  cents,  ropy  30  cents,  ani  4  cents  per  mile  triTcl ;  which  makes  the  service  i 
often  1  dollar  and  50  ceiiti  as  I  dollar,  aod  frequently  muck  more. 


These  costs  all  acci'ue  on  a  debt  of 
from  $5  to  $20. 


392  PRISON    DISCIPLINE    SOCIETY.  (S3 

This  sura  shows  the  least  actual  expense  of  the  debtor,  in  lime  and  money,  where 
he  takes  the  oath  ;  but  it  is  well  known  that  the  commitments  on  small  executions 
generally  take  place  at  that  sea-^on  when  labor  is  most  valuable,  and  most  in  de- 
mand ;  and  the  aver5ij2;e  value  of  a  debtor's  time  might  fairly  be  set  at  75  cents  per 
day,  which  would  make  an  addition  to  the  above  sum  of 

$32  89 
7  75 

$To~6T 

This  is  the  expense,  then,  in  general,  incurred  by  the  debtor  or  his  friends,  where 
he  takes  the  oath,  and  is  not  committed  to  close  confinement.  When  he  goes  with- 
in the  Prison  walls,  the  board  is  paid  by  the  creditor. 

Take  an  average  of  the  eighty-one  executions  issued  upon  justices'  judgments, 
where  the  debtors  were  committed,  and  the  amount  of  debts,  costs,  and  expenses, 
on  forty-three  of  the  number,  where  the  debtors  took  the  poor  debtor's  oath,  is  as 
follows : — 

Annunf  of  deb's.  X)o.  cnsts.  Do.  cos's  of  commitments. 

$456  75  $152  07  $130  35 

Costs, $152  07 

Costs  of  commitments, 130  35 

Jailer's  key  fees,  at  40  cents  each, 17  20 

Expense  of  making  citation,  &c.,  $1, 43  00 

Do.  of  serving  same,  at  $1  25  each, 53  75 

Justice's  fees  on  swearing  out,  ,$1  00  each, 43  00 

Expense  of  board,  at  25  cents  per  day, 333  25 

Expense  of  debtors' time,  at  50  cents  per  day, €66  50 

$1439  12 
The  above  shows  the  result  of  imprisonment  for  debt,  on  executions  issuing  from 
a  justice  of  the  peace.  O'  .he  eighty-one  executions  issued,  there  is  no  means  of 
ascertaining,  with  certain  y,  how  thirty-eight  of  them  were  disposed  of,  any  further 
than  the  general  fact  that  new  notes  are  taken  from  the  debtor,  without  any  addi- 
tional security,  and  after  much  expense  has  accrued  to  him,  and  a  loss  of  time  from 
his  employment  of  13  days!  On  the  remaining  forty-three  executions,  the  fate  of 
which  can  be  deteimined  with  certainty,  it  appears  that  the  whole  amount  of  debts 
was  $456  75,  and  the  whole  amount  of  costs  and  expenses,  allowing  only  50  cents 
per  day  for  the  debtor's  time,  is  $1439  12 ! 

The  expenses  amount  to  more  than  three  times  the  debt,  without  answering  any 
good  purpose  whatever,  and  operate  very  hardly  upon  the  families  of  those  who  are 
thus  deprived  of  the  proceeds  of  the  debtor's  labor,  and  who  are  most  in  need  of  it 
for  their  daily  support." 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Theodore  Sedgwick,  Esq. 

"  Having  long  believed  that  to  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt,  in  certain  cases, 
would  be  introducing  a  safer  system  of  credit,  be  greatly  advantageous  to  the  cred- 
itor, and  thus  to  the  community  at  large,  my  opinion  has  been  made  up  in  favor  of 
that  measure. 

In  regard  to  imprisonment  for  small  debts,  say  twenty  dollars,  the  evils  of  it  ap- 
pear to  me  to  be  so  great,  that  I  cannot  believe  they  will  be  suffered  to  exist  long 
rn  this  State." 

Letter  from  the  Justices  of  the  Quorum  and  Sheriff  of  Berkshire  County,  Mass. 

"  Dear  Sir — We  very  willingly  state  to  you  our  opinion,  as  to  the  operation  of 
our  laws  authorizing  imprisonment  for  debt.  Being  justices  of  the  peace  and  of 
the  quorum  in  this  county,  we  have  attended,  some  of  us  for  more  than  twenty 
years,  at  the  examination  of  debtors,  who  have  taken  the  benefit  of  the  poor  debt- 
or's oath,  and  have  had  an  opportunity  of  ascertaining  the  benefit  creditors  gener- 
ally derive  from  the  imprisonment  of  their  debtors,  and  of  learning  the  injury  sus- 
tained by  the  debtors  and  their  families,  from  such  imprisonment.  From  our  ob- 
servations, we  are  decidedly  of  opinion,  that  there  are  but  few  cases  in  which  any 
benefit  is  gained  by  the  creditor,  by  the  imprisonment  of  his  debtor ;  and  that  the 
injury,  in  most  cases,  to  the  debtor,  but  more  generally  to  his  family,  is  very  great; 
and,  in  some,  the  ooeration  of  the  law  is  extremely  oppressive." 

William  Walker,  William   P.  Walker,  and  Joseph  Tucker. 
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The  sheriff  of  the  county  adds — "  Having  been  sherilT  of  the  county  eighteen 
years,  I  have  observed  the  operation  of  our  laws  against  poor  debtors,  and  fully 
concur  in  the  opinion  of  the  above  gentlemen.  Henry  C.  Urown." 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Jacob  B.  Moore,  Sheriff  of  Merrimack  County,  JV.  //., 
dated  Concord,  May  \,  1830. 

"  The  Legislature  has,  within  the  last  few  years,  materially  softened  the  rigors 
of  our  laws  for  the  collection  of  debts.  No  person  can  now  be  arrested  and  impris- 
oned on  any  debt  or  contract  made  since  Jan.  1,  1829,  unless  it  exceed  the  sum  of 
$13  33.  By  the  law  of  Jan.  3,  1829,  the  limits  of  our  Prison  yard  for  the  conline- 
ment  of  debtors  was  extended  to  the  boundaries  of  the  towns  in  which  such  Prisons 
are  situated.  These  may  be  regarded  as  gradual  steps  toward  the  final  abolition 
of  imprisonment  for  debt  in  New  Hampshire." 

Extract  from  the  Message  of  his  Excellency  Mattheic  Harvey,  Governor  ofJVew 
Hampshire,  to  the  Legislature,  dated  Council  Chamber,  Concord,  June  4, 
1830. 

"  Ever  since  the  existence  of  our  government,  imprisonment  for  debt  has  been 
one  of  its  acknowledged  provisions,  and  our  law  in  reference  to  delinquent  debt- 
ors still  retains  that  odious  feature,  which  identifies  it  with  measures  that  originat- 
ed in  limes  less  enlightened  than  the  present;  but,  by  reason  of  various  amendments 
and  modifications,  the  object  originally  intended  is  now  rarely  accomplished.  The 
entire  control  over  the  personal  liberty  of  the  debtor  was  formerly  given  to  the 
creditor,  to  compel  payment,  either  by  the  terrors  of  a  Jail  before  commitment,  or 
th3  missry  of  confinement  afterwards.  This  power,  in  the  hands  of  an  unfeeling 
creditor,  was  ofcen  exercised  with  severity,  and  fell  indiscriminately  upon  the  hon- 
est and  the  dishonest;  and  whether  the  debtor  had  been  deprived  of  the  means  of 
payment  by  the  exercise  of  bad  judgment  or  inevitable  misfortune,  or  had  fraudu- 
lently placed  his  effects  beyond  the  reach  of  his  creditors,  when  once  committed  to 
Prison,  he  was  confined  for  lif^,  without  the  possibility  of  a  discharge,  except  by  pay- 
ment of  the  debt,  or  the  mercy  of  the  creditor,  however  embarrassing  to  friends,  m.is- 
led  by  their  sympathies,  or  oppressive  to  an  already  miserable  and  destitute  family. 
This  severe  operation  of  the  law  was  not  long  tolerated  by  public  opinion,  when 
enlarged  and  more  liberal  views  began  to  be  entertained  on  the  subject.  It  then 
commenced  a  remedy,  by  producing  various  enactments  for  the  relief  of  persons  im- 
prisoned for  debt. 

This  ameliorating  policy  has  been  continued  so  far  that,  although  the  power  of 
imprisonment  still  exists,  very  few  of  those  results,  which  formerly" furnished  argu- 
ments in  support  of  the  principle,  are  now  produced.  It  is  now  rarely  found  that 
the  debtor,  committed  to  Prison  under  the  present  law,  ever  calculates  on  being 
discharged  by  payment  of  tha  debt.  Since  the  last  provision  of  the  law  on  this  sub- 
ject, which  extended  the  limits  of  the  Jail  yards  to  the  extreme  boundaries  of  the 
towns  in  which  Prison?  are  situated,  so  far  as  my  observation  has  extended,  about 
tievc7i  eighths  of  all  persons,  committed  to  Prison  for  debt,  on  execution,  have  been 
d;s?harged,  on  application  to  the  commissioners  of  Jail  delivery.  Imprisonment 
within  th3  chartered  liinits  of  a  town  has  so  little  of  real  restraint  about  it,  and  the 
facilities  for  obtaining  the  poor  debtor's  oath  are  so  great,  that  persons  indebted,  and 
pos33ssina;  effects  of  small  value,  are  induced  to  divest  themselves  of  their  property, 
80  far  thit  th3  amount  remaining;  in  possession  shall  not  prevent  the  discharge  pro- 
vided by  law,  i-ather  than  to  increase  it  by  honest  industry,  with  a  view  to  the 
payment  of  debts.  And  when  the  amount  of  property  is  once  reduced  below  this 
standard,  it  is  very  rarely  suffered  again  to  rise  above  it.  The  inevitable  conse- 
quence is,  a  diminution  of  ths  quan'ity  of  labor,  industry  and  economy;  an  accumu- 
lation of  unnecessary  cost;  and  an  increase  of  poor  and  idle  persons,  who  must,  ul- 
timately, be  supported  at  public  expanse.  That  there  should  be  some  change  in 
th3  law  on  this  subject,  there  seems  to  be  very  little  doubt.  If  the  right  to  im- 
prison th'  debtor  is  indispensably  necessary  for  the  purpo'«es  of  trade  and  commerce, 
so  ind  policy  would  seem  to  require,  that  all  modern  provisions  for  the  relief  of  poor 
debtors  should  be  repealed,  and  thr;  law  placed  on  the  same  standing  it  had  ten  or 
twelve  years  since,  in  order  that  the  restraints  of  imprisonment  might  be  realized 
and  felt,  and  produce  their  originally  intended  ef!ect.  But  if  the  right  to  imprison 
for  debt  is  not  necessary,  (and  I  am  decidedLv  of  n^s  opinion,)  the  same  poUcy 
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would  seem  to  require,  that  the  remnant  of  the  law,  as  it  now  exists  on  this  subject, 
should  be  repealed,  so  far  as  regards  all  contracts  hereafter  to  be  made.  Should 
this  course  be  adopted,  it  would  be  in  perfect  accordance  with  that  liberal  policy 
which  has  so  often  been  manifested  in  the  proceedings  of  the  Legislature. 

Provisions,  favorable  to  the  poor  and  imprisoned  debtor,  have  followed  in  unin- 
terrupted succession,  while  none  are  found  of  an  opposite  character.  This  circum- 
stance furnishes  sti-ong  evidence  that  the  progress  of  public  opinion  in  this  State 
has  been  favorable  to  the  repeal  of  the  law  authorizing  imprisonment  for  debt.  But 
the  question  is  referred  to  the  Legislature,  whether  the  time  has  arrived  for  such 
a  repeal,  or  whether  r.ny  alteration  should  be  made  in  the  present  law  at  this 
time  ;  and  the  decision,  when  formed,  resulting  from  the  collected  wisdom  of  the 
State,  will  undoubtedly  be  founded  in  good  reason  and  sound  policy." 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Hon.  Simon  Grcenlcaf  dated  Portland,  Aug.  24, 1830. 

"  My  dear  Sir — I  have  considered,  as  far  as  my  avocations  would  permit,  the 
questions  you  were  so  kind  as  to  send  me,  under  date  of  April  19,  respecting  im- 
prisonment for  debt. 

The  legislation  on  this  subject  seems  to  have  been  founded  partly  on  the  notion 
that  the  non-payment  of  a  debt  was  in  all  cases  a  crime,  and  partly  on  the  assump- 
tion that  the  debtor  was  always  able,  but  unwilling,  to  pay,  and  therefore  required 
the  coercion  of  a  Prison.  Both  these  principles  have  been  partially  abandoned; 
and  some  corresponding  modifications  have  been  made  in  the  laws  respecting  im- 
prisonment. But,  taken  as  a  system,  they  cannot,  even  now,  be  regarded  as  pos- 
sessing much  harmony  of  proportion,  or  as  producing  much  benefit  to  the  commu- 
nity. 

In  the  course  of  twenty-four  years'  practice  at  the  bar,  I  have  known  little  good 
to  result  from  imprisonment  for  debt,  and  am  inclined  to  doubt  whether  all  the 
sums  collected  in  any  one  county  by  that  operation  would  amount  to  as  much  as 
the  expenses  of  all  the  commitments  in  that  county,  during  the  same  period  of  time. 
It  should  be  considered,  however,  that  the  fear  of  a  Prison  has,  very  probably,  led 
many  to  make  efforts  for  the  payment  of  their  debts,  which  otherwise  they  might 
never  have  attempted  ;  but  it  is  also  apparent  that  the  former  laws  may  have  had 
much  more  of  this  effect  than  the  present  lenient  code.  And  it  should  also  be  no- 
ticed that,  ever  since  the  revolution,  the  course  of  legislation,  at  least  in  the  New 
England  States,  has  been  steadilj'^  progressive  towards  the  exemption  of  the  debtor 
from  restraint.  I  suppose  that  it  will  not  go  back.  There  ought,  doubtless,  to  be 
something  in  the  law  which  may  serve  to  deter  improvident  and  inconsiderate 
persons  from  incurring  debts  without  any  regard  to  their  ability  to  discharge  them. 
And  perhaps  the  existing  laws  may  have  had  some  such  efTect.  But  there  ought 
also  to  be  something  which  may  0f>erate  to  deter  creditors  from  permitting  or  encour- 
aging such  persons  to  contract  debts  beyond  their  power  to  pay.  Probably  many 
bad  debts  may  be  ti'aced,  as  well  to  urgent  offers  of  goods,  at  an  almost  unlimited 
credit,  as  to  the  unrestrained  inclination  to  buy. 

The  present  system  seems  to  be  particularly  faulty,  in  making  no  discrimination 
among  the  various  classes  of  judgment  debtors ;  consigning  to  one  common  Prison, 
and  treating  in  the  same  manner,  as  well  the  honest  man,  who  incurred  his  debt 
with  the  fairest  prospects,  and  the  most  upright  intentions,  frustrated  by  the  provi 
dence  of  God,  as  the  defrauder,  the  swindler,  the  wilful  trespasser,  and  the  slan 
derer.     Admitting  the  debtor  to  be  merely  unfortunate,  willing  to  pay,  but  una 
ble,  I  see  nothing  but  fruitless  barbarity  in  committing  him  to  Prison. 

It  is  much  easier  to  point  out  the  faults  in  any  human  system  than  to  devise  a 
remedy  for  them,  since  all  human  systems  must  come  short  of  perfection.  But  if, 
as  a  remedy  for  the  evils  of  imprisonment  for  debt,  it  were  to  be  abolished  altogeth- 
er in  cases  of  contract,  I  should  think  that  the  facilities  of  the  creditor,  for  the  col- 
lection of  his  debt  from  the  property  of  the  debtor,  ought  at  the  same  time  to  be  in- 
creased. Let  the  debtor,  for  instance,  be  liable  to  arrest  on  mesne  process,  so  far 
as  to  be  held  to  an  examination  under  oath,  touching  the  property  he  may  possess, 
and  to  which  the  creditor  might  resort ;  subject  to  such  imitations  as  might  be 
deemed  expedient.  Let  the  creditor  have  more  ready  access  to  the  conscience  of 
his  debtor,  by  way  of  personal  examination.  Let  the  courts  have  unlimited  chan- 
cery jurisdiction  over  all  cases  of  fraud,  trust,  and  account;  so  that  all  persons, 
connected  in  any  mode  with  the  property  of  the  debtor,  may  be  examined  un- 
der oath,  and  compelled  to  disclose  and  produce  it.     Increase  the  penalties  against 
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fraud,  as  well  as  the  modes  of  punishment;  and  extend  them  to  all  cases  of  the 
conveyance  or  concealment  of  property  to  defraud  creditors.  And  provide,  if  deem- 
ed expedient,  th  it,  when  a  debtor  has  arrived  at  a  certain  point  in  his  affairs,  his 
property  may  all  be  sequestered  and  divided  equally  amonii;  all  liis  creditors.  If, 
in  some  such  modes  as  these,  or  in  some  other  and  better,  the  path  of  fraud  could 
be  hedged  up,  and  the  collection  of  debts  be  made  more  certain  and  easy,  I  should 
thin'i  that  imprisonment  for  debt,  in  all  cases  of  contract,  might  safely  be  abolished, 
with  the  approbation  even  of  creditors  themselves. 

I  say  nothins;  of  tre?pas>ers,  fraudulent  debtors,  and  the  whole  clas?  of  wrong-do- 
ers, to  whom  your  inquiries  do  not  extend,  and  whose  cases  seem  to  me  to  deserve 
a  dis  inct  and  wholly  different  plan  of  treatment,  more  in  the  spirit  of  the  older 
laws." 

Thus  we  have  given  what  we  consider  an  expression  of  public  opin- 
ion on  the  subject  of  imprisonment  for  debt. 

Having  done  this,  we  have  executed  the  plan  which  we  had  propos- 
ed to  ourselves  for  this  Report.  We  have  given  a  brief  outline  of  the 
progress  of  the  reform  in  Prisons  during  the  last  year.  We  have  stated 
what  measures  have  been  adopted  by  the  Board  of  Managers  concern- 
ing the  Reports  of  the  Society.  We  have  given  some  of  the  results  of 
our  inquiries,  and  an  abstract  of  the  laws  of  several  of  the  United  States 
in  regard  to  imprisonment  for  debt,  and  what  we  consider  an  expres 
sion  of  public  opinion  on  the  subject. 

Having  executed  the  plan  of  the  Report,  we  submit  the  question, 
whether  any  good  has  been  effected  by  the  Society,  and  whether  any 
further  good  is  in  prospect ;  and  if  so,  whether  the  Society  shall  con- 
tinue to  be  patronised,  as  in  years  past,  in  a  good  degree,  according  to 
the  extent  of  its  necessities  ? 
F  2 
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1 

Cooke,  Thomas  B. 

30 

Smith,  Caleb 

2 

Davis,  W^illiam 

1 

Crane,  Daniel 

2 

Sutton,  William 

2 

Metcalf,  Nathan 

2 

Day,  Caleb 
Day,  E.  B. 
Day,  Orrin 

2 

Upton,  Elijah 

10 

Townsend 

50 

2 

Williams,  Malachi 

1 

Tucker,  Jesse 

1 

30 

Elizabethtoicn,  JV.  J. 

.Xeicark,  JV.  J. 

Dwiffht,  B.  \V. 

2 

Crane,  James 

2 

Beach,  Ephraira 

2 

Elliot,  J.  G. 

2 

J.  D.  P. 

1 

Bruen,  James 

2 

Griggs,  \V.  E. 

2 

Kellogg,  Elijah 

2 

Contribution, 

8  50 

Hale,  Thomas 

1 

Meeker,  David 

2 

Condit,  John  S. 

2 

Hawley,  Ezra 

2 

Exeter,  Jf.  H. 
Sullivan,  George 

Condit,  Silas 

2 

Hill,  Hiland 

2 

_ 

Cross,  Abraham 

o 

Hyde,  Henry 

2 

-J 

Dougherty,  Alex.  A. 

2 

Hyde,  W^ilkes 

2 

FishkiU,  JV.  Y. 

Gifford,  A. 

2 

Mclnstrv,  H. 

2 

Christie,  Albert 

2 

Goble,  Luther 

9 

Mesick,P.  T. 

2 

Hugher,  J. 
Hyer,  W.  S. 

2 

Hornblower,  Joseph  C. 

1 

Penfield,  S.  L. 

2 

2 

Hedden,  James 

2 

Porter,  Addison, 

2 

Leonard,  W^illiam  B. 

2 

Hcdden,  James  N. 

2 

Porter,  David 
Snow.  Freeman 
Sole,  Robert 

2 
50 
37 

Georgia. 
Clay  Thomas  S. 

10 

Hays,  D.  J. 
Jacobus,  Peter 
Park.  Ed<o-. 

2 
2 
2 

Tappan,  William 

o 

Hampton.  A*.  K. 

Pennington,  WiY.ian 

2 

Van  Vecten,  A. 

2 

Harris,  Roswa  . 

Pierson,  Stephen  H. 

2 

Wilson,  F.  N. 

2 

Hartford,  Conn. 

Rankin,  W^iiliam 

2 

Yeomans,  S. 

25 

Ellsworth,  VVilliam 

2 

Rhode,  George 

2 

Charleston,  S.  C. 

Goodman,  Richard 

2 

Shipman,  Aaron 

2 

Bethune,  G.  W.,  from  his 

Goodwin  ct  Co. 

2 

Ticheuor,  David 

2 

mother 

30 

Peet,  Harvey  P. 

2 

Tracy,  John 

2 

Corning,  Jasper 

30 

Terrv,  Rlioderic 

2 

Tuttie,  William 

2 

Charlestoicn,  Jtlass 

W^elis,  James  R. 

2 

Van  Courtland,  Stephen 

2 

Austin,  William 
Doane,  John 
Fenner,  J.  P. 
Flint,  S. 
Jackson,  Henry 
Kidder,  Samuel 

2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 

VAIiitins,  Charles 
Woodbfidge,  Ward 

Haverhill,  Mass. 

2 
2 

Vanderpool,  J. 
Ward,  Aaron 
Wheeler,  J.  L. 
Whitehead,  Asa 

2 
n 
2 

Contribution 

Keeley,  George,  from  his 

people, 
Phelps,  Dudley 
Phelps,  Dudley,  from  his 

people, 

12 

30 
2 

30 

Wilbur,  Rodney 

JVew  Briuiswick,  J^ 

2 

J. 

Mclntire,  E.  P. 
Skilton,  M. 
Tufls,  Amos 
Warren,  Isaac 

2 
2 
2 
2 

Mollson,  G.  P. 
Sundry  persons 

J\''ewburg,  .V.  }'. 
Belknap,  Abel 

2 
3  50 

2 

Chei-ry  Valley,  JV. 
Magher,  Peter 

Y. 

2 

Hudson,  .V.  Y. 
A  friend 

50 

Brown,  James  S. 
Cook,  Ruth 

2 
50 

Morse,  James  C. 

2 

Bame,  Jeremiah 
Cotfin,  W.  H. 
Martin,  Robert 
Mellen,  James 

2 
50 
50 

2 

Corwin,  E.  H. 

2 

Chittcningo,  JV.  7 
Sherman,  David  A. 

1 

Farrington,  Daniel 
Lander,  Benjamin 
Law,  Boveridge,  <fc.  Co. 

2 
2 
5 

Concord,  K.  H. 

Piatt,  Israel 

2 

Roe,  Jefferson 

2 

Abbot,  Nathaniel 
Bouton,  N. 

1 
o 

Punderson,  F. 
Root,  E. 

2 
2 

Jv'ewbury,  Mass. 

Carter,  Ezra 

1 

Stone,  Silas 

2 

Miltimore,  Jame's. 

Evans,  Asaph 

1 

Skinner,  H.  P. 

1 

J^eirhuryport. 

Fletcher,  Samuel 

2 

Thurston,  Edward  C. 

2 

Whipple,  Charles,  donat 

on 

Haddock,  W.  T. 

2 

Van  Dusen,  P. 

50 

«n  books  to  constitute  Bar- 
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ber,  of  Byfield ;  Harris, 
of  Hampton  ;  Miltimore, 
of  Newbury  ;  and  Hol- 
hrook,  of  Rov^lcy,  life 
members. 

J\''ev)  Haven,  Conn. 

Baldwin,  R.  S.  2 

Baldwin,  O.  S.  2 

Bradley,  Abraham  2 

Bradley,  L.  1 

Brewster,  James  2 

Candee,  L.  2 

Clark,  Joseph  M.  2 

Cutter,  William  2 

Daggott,  David,  2 

Day,  Jeremiah  2 

Dow,  N.  M.  2 

Dwight,  Henry  E.  2 

Dwsght,  Timothy  2 

Dwight,  S.  E.  2 

Fitch,  Eleazer  T.  2 

Forbes  &  Son  2 
Goodrich,  Chauncey  A.         2 

Hotchkiss,  H.  &  L.  2 

Hotchkiss,  Russell  2 

Hull,  Sidney  2 

Hull,  Esther  2 

Hitchcock,  S.  K.  2 

Ives,  Eli  2 

Jarman,  F.  T.  2 

Kimberly,  Dennis  2 

Kingsley,  James  L.  2 

Knii^ht,  Jonathan  2 

Leffingwill,  William  2 

Waltby,  A.  H.  2 

Munson,  Eneas  2 

Peck,  N.  2 

Pond,  C.  H.  2 

Py  no  lion,  H.  R.  2 

Robinson,  George  2 

Sherman,  Roger  2 

Sillinian,  Benjamin  2 

Smith,  Theophilus  2 

Townsend,  W.  K.  2 

Trowbridge,  Henry  2 

Townsend,  Isaac  H.  2 

Tow'isend,  Isaac  2 

Twining,  Stephen  2 

Totten,  George  2 

White,  Dyer  2 

Whitney,  Henrietta  2 

JVew  York. 

Aldrek,  A.  D.  2 

Allen,  Moses  5 

Allen,  Stephen  3^ 

Ames,  R.  N.  2 

Appleton,  D.  2 

Baldwin,  M.  2 

Bates,  James  C  2 

Blatchford,  R.  M.  2 

B.  G.  W.  2 

Banks,  W.  2 

Barnum,  E.  P.  2 

Beers,  A.  1 

Bliss,  Elam  5 

Bliss,  James  C.  lO 

Booth,  Wm.  A.  2 

Bowerbunk,  S.  2 
Broadhead,  Dr.,  by  ladies 

in  his  society,  30 

Brooman,  J.  10 

Brouks,  J.  2 

Brown,  Mr.  2 

Brower,  J.  L.  2 

Brower,  Jacob  2 

Brower,  John  5 

Brower,  John  2 

Brownlee,  W.  C.  2 

Brown.  Silas  3 

Burr,  Edwin  2 

Cash,  2  :  do.  3,  5 


Cash,  1 
Cash,  1  ;  do.  1,  2 
Cash,  2  ;  do.  1,  3 
Cash,  5;  do.  1,  6 
Cash,  1 ;  do.  ,50 ;  do.  ,50,  2 
Cash,  I  ;  do.  1 ;  do.  1,  3 
Cash,  1;  do.  1,50,  2  50 
Cash,  2  ;  do.  2  ;  do.  ,50,  4  50 
Cash,  2;  do.  1;  do.  1,  4 
Cash,  5;  del;  do.  1,  7 
Cash, ,50;  do. 1  ;  do.  1,  2  50 
Cash,  1 ;  do.  1  ;  do.  50,  2  50 
Ca'h,3;  do.  3  ;  do.],  7 
Cash,  2;  do.  1;  do.  1,  4 
Cash,  2;  do.  1  ;  do.  1,  4 
Cash,  1  ;  do.  1 ;  do-  2,  4 
Cash,  ,25  ;  do.  2,  2  25 
Casli  1 ;  do.  1,  2 
Cash,  2 
Cash,  -  2 
Cash,  2 
Cash,  1  ;  do.  1,  2 
Cash,  for  Report,  50 
Cash,  2  ;  cash  2,  4 
Cash,  2 
Cash,  5 
Cash,  2 
Cash,  2 
Cash,  2 
Cash,  2 
Cash,  2  ;  do.  1  ;  do.  1,  4 
Cash,  ,50;  do.  1;  do.  1,  2  50 
Cash,  1  ;  do.  ,.50,  1  50 
Cash,  1  ;  do.  2,  3 
Cash,  1  ;  do.  1,  2 
Cash,  2  ;  do.  2,  4 
Carlton,  C.  G.  2 
Carrick,  Robert  2 
Caswell,  N.  5 
Cauldwell,  E.  2 
Chester,  Thomae  2 
Clapp,  B.  -2 
Cobb,  Oliver  2 
Cock,  Thomas  2 
Cockrano,  A. G.  2 
Collins,  J.  B.  2 
Connor,  Jame3  2 
Cornelle,  R.  C.  2 
Cox,  Samuel  H.,  from  la- 
dies in  his  society  30 
Crosley,  W.  B.  5 
Day,  W,  A.  2 
Day,  Asa  2 
Day,  Mahlon  2 
De  Witt,  Peter  2 
Dyekman,  1 
De  Witt,  Thomas  2 
Dovoe, G.  2 
Drake,  Jacob  5 
Duryeo,  Richanl  2 
Dwight,  G.  A,  2 
Earle,  Sylvester  2 
Edgarton,  A.  T.  2 
Eastman,  Jonathan  2 
Eastburn,  Manton,   from 

ladies  in  his  society,  30 

Elliot,  John  M.  2 

Ely,  Abner  5 

Fanshaw,  Daniel  2 

Falconer,  Archibald  30 

Farlin,  W.  B.  3 

Fenn,  Gaius  2 

Few,  Catharine  5 

Field,  H.  W.  5 

F(dger,  B.  H.  2 

Foot,  M.  2 

Freeman,  P.  2 

Fuller,  Robert  2 

Goodwin,  Eli  2 

Grafton,  N.  G.  2 

Griscom,  John  2 

Grosvenor,  2 

Hammet,  I 


Halsey,  J.  C. 
Hannah,  George 
Hallock,  Gerard 
Haines,  R.  T. 
Hall,  C.  D. 
Halstead,  C.  O. 
Haviland,  C.  D. 
Havens,  Gabriel 
Hinsdale,  Henry 
nolfman,  Murray 
Hoffman,  P.  V. 
Hoit,  Lucius 
Height,  Henry 
Holdon,  Edward 
Holden,  Horace 
Hulden,  Thomaa 
Hoe,  Robert 
Holtnes,  Silas 
Holmes,  Obadiah 
Howard,  Joseph 
Howe,  Calvin  W. 
Humplireys,  Elijah 
Hunter,  John 
Hutchinson,  R.  I. 
Hurd,  John  R. 
Hurlbert,  J. 
Hyde,  S. 
Ives,  A.  W. 
James,  Henry 
James,  Henry 
Jones,  D.  S. 
Jones,  Robert 
Kelso,  James 
Kent,  James 
King,  Charles 
Kipp,  Leonard 
Knight,  A. 
Lambert,  Snydana 
Lawrence,  C.  W. 
Leavitt,  Joshua 
Lecon, F. 
Little,  W.  H. 
Lock  wood,  R. 
Littlcfiold,  N. 
Lord,  Eleazer 
Lynes,  Samuel 
Marvin,  Francis 


Murray,  Hannah 
Moore,  W. 


Mason,  Cyrus  W.,  by  ladies 

in  his  society  30 

Meigs,  D.  B.  2 

Mead  &  Sackett  2 
2 
5 

Manilerville,  William  2 

McCackren,  2 

Marvin,  H.  2 

Marvin,  A.  S.  2 

Maxwell,  Hugh  2 

McComb,  John  5 
McAuley,  Thomas,  from 
ladies  in  Rutgers-street 

ciiurcli,  30 

Morton,  John  A.  jun.  2 

Moore,  John  H.  2 

Mott,  Jordan  ^ 

Nelson,  T.  S.  2 

Nitchio,  John  2 

Nevins,  B.  L-  2 

Nail,  John  2 

North,  John  2 

Peck,  A.  2 
Patton,  Wm.,  from  ladies 

in  his  society,  30 

Parker,  James  2 

Pierson,  Elijah  2 

Perrit,  Pelatiah  30 

Phyfe,  Robert  2 

Piatt,  G.  W.  2 

Pettibone,  N.  P.  2 

Piatt,  J.  2 

Phelps,  George  2 

Phvfe,  John  2 

Pierce,  G.  g 
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Post,  George  D. 

o 

Post,  Joel 

20 

Proudfoot,  L. 

2 

Rhodes,  Mrs.  A. 

2 

Robhins,  A. 

o 

Rogers,  James  H. 

2 

Russell,  E.  A. 

2 

Russell,  Emanuol 

2 

8caton, F. 

o 

Seydaiii,  James 

o 

Shaw,  James 

10 

Shaw,  Abel 

2 

Shipman,  George  P. 

2 

Silliman,  W. 

2 

Smith  &  Wheeler 

2 

Smith,  James 

o 

Smith,  Lemuel 

2 

St.  John,  Charles 

2 

St.  John,  M, 

2 

Stevens,  John  C. 

30 

Stanton,  George  H. 

2 

Staples,  S.  P. 

2 

Starr,  Charles 

2 

Spring,  Gardner,  from  Ja- 

dies  in  his  society, 

30 

Stokes.  Henry 

2 

Strong',  G.  W, 

2 

Strong,  B. 

2 

Sturgis,  J. 

2 

Swanton,  Rol)ert 

2 

Taylor,  J.  B. 

1 

Taylor,  Knowloa 

2 

Tappan,  Arthur 

20 

Tucker,  Moses 

2 

Tucker,  R.  [. 

I 

Thurston,  J.  P. 

2 

Tomes,  Francis 

2 

Tracy,  F.  A. 

2 

Walker,  Charles 

2 

VA'alker,  Joseph 
Ward,  John 

5 

2 

Warner,  H.  E. 

2 

Watts,  John 

2 

Wet  more,  A.  R. 

2 

Wetmore,  Noah 

5 

Wetmore,  David  W. 

2 

Wickham,  J,  D. 

2 

Wheeler,  Epenetus 

2 

VVhcclL-r,  M. 

2 

N^'heehvriglit,  .Tohn 

2 

Wheelwright,  William 

2 

White,  E. 

3 

White,  Eli 

9 

Whitney,  Stephen 

5 

Wilson,  George 

2 

Wilbur,  Marcus 

2 

Winterton,  William 

2 

Woodruff,  John  O. 

2 

Wright,  John 

2 

Wyckotf,  H.  S. 

2 

Pattoscm,  JV.  J. 

Sullivan,  John  L. 

2 

Philadelphia,  Penn. 

Allen,  Solomon  30 

Bassctt,  Thomas  5 

Bird,  Charles  5 

Carey  <Sc  Lea  10 

(rarey,  Matthew  5 

Carey,  Matthew  30 

Collins,  Isaac  10 

Collin?,  Thomaa  f) 

Cope,  Alfred  2 

Cope,  Thomas  P.  5 

Henry,  Alexander  30 

Henry,  J.  S.  5 

Here,  Jacob  5 

Schott,  Thomas  3 

Portland,  Me. 

Cross,  Nathaniel  2 

Hyde,  William  2 

Portsmouth,  JV".  H, 

Knowlton,  John  2 

Libbey,  David  1 

Ladd,  Henry  2 

Miller,  J.  K.  1 

P.  SI  -,  cash,50ct3.  1  50 

Parker,  N.  2 

Putnam,  Israel  5 

Waterbury,  J.  B.  2 

Wheelwright,  E.  2 

Pou^hkeepsie,  JV*.  Y. 
Cuyler,    Cornelias,  from 

ladies  in  his  society  30 

Wilkinson,  R.  2 

Wilkinson,  W.  1 

Princeton,  JV.  J. 

Alexander,  Archibald  2 

Carnahan,  Dr.  2 

Clow,  Henry  2 

Lowrey,  John  2 

McLean,  John  2 

Miller,  Samuel  2 

Patton,  2 

Schenck,  J.  C.  2 

Voorhees,  R.  2 

Woodhull,G.  S.  2 

Reading,  Mass. 

Reid,  Jiired  2 

Reid,  Sarah  2 

Rowley,  Mass. 
Holbrook,  Willard. 

Salem,  Mass. 

White,  Stephen  30 

Schenectady,  JV.  Y. 

Alexander,  Stephen  2 

Brobston,  William  2 
Fairman,                                        50 

Van  Vecten,  J.  2 

Yates,  J.  C.  2 

Sing  Sing,  JV.  Y. 

Hitchcock,  Irad  2 


McKnight  2 

Price,  Jeremiah  2 

Succasunny  Plains,  A".  J. 

Hillard,  Charles  2 

Topsficld,  Mass. 

Cash,  8 

Cleveland,  N.  2 

Huntington  1 

Perkins,  Abigail  1 
Perkins,  Benjamin                       50 

Perley,  Nathaniel  1 

Stone,  Jeremiah  2 
Wildes,  Rachel                           25 

Trenton,  JV.  J. 

Alexander,  James  W.  2 

Troy,  JV,  Y. 

Bigclow,  T.  B.  2 

Blatchford,  T.  W.  2 

Buel,  D.  2 

Chichester,  J.  2 

Corning,  Gordon  2 

Grant,  G.  2 

Holley,  H.  1 

Jepson,  Edward  2 

Lyman,  Charles  1 

Pierce,  C.  2 

Rankin,  James  2 

Raymond,  James  1 

Schoonhoven,  J.  V.  2 

Tibbets,  George  2 
Tucker,  Mark,  from  ladies 

of  his  society  30 

Vaill,  George  2 

Weed,  A.  2 

Wickes,  James  1 

VermoTU. 
For  Reports 

Waterford,  JV. 
Checver,  E. 
Doe,  N.  B. 
Douglass,  I.  H. 
Kimball,  Elijah  H. 
Sellick,  William 


25 


Wethasfield,  Vt. 
Contribution,  by  the  hand 

of  James  Convers  2 

Wctkersfield,  Conn. 

Buck,  D.  B.  2 

Buck,  Winthrop  2 

Goodrich,  Jesse  2 

Goodrich,  Joshua  2 

Goodrich,  Simeon  2 

Pilsbury,  Amos  2 

Pilsburv,  Moses  C.  5 

Riley,  Martha  2 

Robbins,  Ashur  2 

Stillman,  Timothy  3 

Skaats,  Abraham  2 

Tenney,  C.  J.  2 


Total  amount  of  cash  acknowledged  in  the  above  list, 
Add  error  in  addition. 


Deduct  three  subscriptions  of  $2  each,  entered  but  not  paid, 


34 


$3,358  70 
80 

$3,359  52 


$3,353  53 
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Number  of  criminals, 

"         "  debtors, 

Forless  than  $1, 

"    more  than  1  and  less  than  $5,      . 
"    more  than  5  and  less  than  $10,    . 
"    more  than  10  and  less  than  $20, . 
«    more  than  20  and  less  than  $100, 

"    more  than  $100, 

"    less  than  1  day, 

"    more  than  1  and  less  than  5  days, 
"    more  than  5  and  less  than  10  days, 
"    more  than  10  and  less  than  20  days, 
"    more  than  20  and  less  than  30  days, 
"    more  than  30  days, 

Discharged  by  creditor  or  his  attorney. 

Discharged  by  jailer  for  board, . 
Discharged  by  paying  the  debt. 
Discharged  by  poor  debtor's  oath. 

Amount  of  debts, 

Amount  of  costs, 
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STATISTICS  ON  IMPRISONMENT  FOR  DEBT,  IN  BERKSHIRE  CO.,  MASS. 
F)-om  the  Pittsfield  Sun. 


H-5 

•s 

'oi 

•ss  . 

H 

ss^a 

ii 

m 

iii§i=i 

Period  of  Commitment. 

Ii 

1=1 

1 1^ 

K  5  ° 

18 

1[4 

151 

z 

z 

the  624  ct 
s  of the  Pe 
uring  the  th 
kept  of  th 

equal   to 
in  those  yea 
whole   num 
r's  oath." 

Jan.l 

,1811,  to  Dec.  31. 

98 

54 

44 

22 

a. 

■!:? 

li 

1812, 

87 

37 

50 

19 

39 

22 

■^ 

.?^' 

a 

1813, 

102 

40 

56 

28 

45 

29 

'? 

■^ 

The   del 
rity  of  J 
t  !Jtl2  ea 
)rd  has 
vns,  the 
commit 
tieths  of 
the  poor 

it 

1814, 
1815, 

63 

79 

25 

37 

38 
42 

22 

28 

24 

25 

12 
14 

i 

1 

<< 

1816, 

154 

73 

81 

44 

64 

24 

^ 

,<i 

1  2gg°^§^ 

a 

1817, 

174 

73 

101 

49 

73 

37 

-^ 

ed    by   ant 
average  ah 
s    that  a  r 
orted    hy 
ter  of  all  t 
ut  nine  tw 
mitted  tooh 

ii. 

1818, 
1819, 

125 
112 

53 

38 

72 

74 

29 

27 

51 

38 

34 
25 

23 

34 

16 

18 

a 

1820, 

95 

28 

m 

23 

52 

36 

25 

18 

Total  in  10 

years, 

1088 

464 

624 

287 

455 

255 

82 

52 

Whole  number  com- 
mitted, and  par- 
ticulars thereof. 


Amount  of 
Debts- 


Costs  of 
Commit- 
ment. 


Gaol  Fees, 
and  Ex- 
penses of 
the  Oath. 


Total 
imount  of 
Costs,  &c. 
and  Board. 


Value  of  Ti 
lost,     at    40 
cts.  per  day, 
for  30  days. 


Aggregate 
Costs,  Ex- 
penses, Board 
and  Time. 


1819. 

Whole    num 

her    committed, 

from  January  1, 

to  December  31 

1819,  il2.* 

Of  this  num 
'oer,  38  took  the 
poor       debtor 
oath.f 

Of  the  whole 
number,  34  were 
supported  by  the 
towns.  J 

Of  those  sup- 
ported by  towns 
18  took  the  poor 
debtor's  oath.$ 
1820. 

Whole  num 
ber  committed 
from  January  1 

1820,  to  Decem- 
ber 31, 1820,94.11 

Of  tills  num- 
ber, 52  look  tiie 
poor  debtor's 
oath. IT 

Of  the  whole 
number, 25  were 
supported  by  the 
towns.** 

Of  those  sup 
ported  by  towns, 
18  took  the  poor 
debtor's  oath.^f 


$   cts 

3332  17 

1818  90 
462  83 
236  21 

-3291  20 

2211  61 
332  04 
212  92 


$  cts 
739  23 

496  75 

120  69 

88  71 

535  95 

317  73 
111  m 

69  46 


$    cts 
391  38 

184  41 

108  82 

68  64 

359  44 

203  12 

89  35 
65  56 


$     cts. 

120  80 

91  20 
81  60 
43  20 

141  60 

124  80 
46 
43  20 


$  cts. 
896 

304 

205  54 
108  53 

658 

364 

153  08 
110  80 


2147  41 

1076  36 
516  65 
309  08 

1694  99 

1009  65 
400  09 
289  02 


$   cts. 
1344 

456 
408 
216 

1128 

624 
300 
216 


$       eta. 

3491  41 
1532  36 

924  65 
525  08 

2822  99 

1633  65 
700  05 
505  02 


■  1  he  costs  amount  to  37  per  cent.     The  cos's,  board  and  time  amount  to  five  per  cent,  more  than  the  whole  amount  of  debts  ! 
t  The  costs  amount  to  43  per  rent.     The  costs,  board  and  time  amount  to  S4  per  cent,  on  the  amount  of  debts  ! 
}  The  cos's  amount  to  68  per  cent.     The  costs,  board  and  time  are  equal  to  doubk  the  amount  of  the  deb:s  ! 
§  The  costs  amount  to  85  per  cent.  !  The  cos's,  board  and  time  amount  to  more  than  double  the  amount  of  the  debts! 
U  The  costs  amount  to  31  per  cent.     The  costs,  board  and  time  are  equal  to  84  per  cent,  on  the  amount  of  the  debts  ! 
ir  The  costs  amount  to  29  per  cen*.    The  costs,  board  and  time  are  equal  to  74  per  cent,  on  the  amount  of  debts  ! 
**  Costs,  75  per  cent.  !    The  costs,  board  and  time  amount  to  trwre  than  double  the  debts  ! 
ft  The  costs  are  85  per  cent.  !  The  costs,  bo.ird  and  time  are  nearly  equal  to  ten  and  a  half  times  the  amount  of  the  debts ! 

Analysis  of  Com,mitments  for  Debt  for  1819  and  1820. 


Under  10. 

10  to  20.    20  to  50.  50  to  100. 

ICO  to  200. 

200  to  300.,  300  10  400. 

400  to  500. 

Total. 

REMjIRKS. 

37 
25 

37 
41 

24 
13 

9 
6 

3 
6 

1 

2 

0 
1 

1 

0 

112 

94 

In    these    two    years,   three 
ten'hs     of    the     commitments 
nere  under   10  dollars;    two 

62 

78 

37 

15 

9 

3 

1 

1 

206 

eighths  under  50. 
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1830. 


Number  of  Prisoners,       

Males, , 

Females, 

Colored  Males, 

Discharged  at  Expiration  of  Sentence, 

Pardoned,         , 

Americans, 

Foreigners, 

Perjury, 

For  Larceny, 

Other  Crimes, 
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REPORT 

OF    THE 

JOINT  COMMITTEE  OF  COUNCIL  AND  ASSEMBLY, 

OF    THE 

STATE  OF  NEW  JERSEY, 

APPOINTED  TO  SETTLE  THE  ACCOUNTS  OF  THE  STATE  PRISON. 

January,  1830. 


The  Committee  appointed  to  settle  the  accounts  of  the  State  Prison,  and  to  which 
was  assigned  the  additional  duty  of  reporting  a  system  of  Prison  discipline, 
beg  leave  further  to  report : 

That,  in  order  to  make  a  thorough  investigation  into  the  affairs  of  the  Pripon,  so 
far  as  it  regards  the  discipline  of  the  same,  and  the  manner  in  which  its  afiairs 
have  been  conducted,  the  legislature,  by  resolution,  empowered  the  committee  to 
send  for  persons  and  papers. 

By  virtue  of  this  authority,  your  committee  have  examined  with  great  particular- 
ity into  all  the  concerns  of  the  institution,  and  have  arranged  the  evidence  under 
different  heads. 

The  principal  object  has  been  to  show  the  difficulty,  under  the  present  construc- 
tion and  arrangement  of  the  buildings,  shops  and  offices,  to  enforce  a  proper  disci- 
pline, and  also  to  point  out  the  expenses  attendant  on  the  present  arrangement. 

1st.     On  the  Construction. 

The  Guard  Room  is  on  the  north-west  corner  of  the  building.  It  commands 
a  view  of  neither  the  yard,  the  shops,  the  wings,  or  the  walls  of  the  Prison.  Here 
the  principal  keeper,  and  the  clerk,  who  acts  as  deputy,  transact  much  of  their 
business  ;  and  while  they  do  thi^,  they  know  nothing  from  actual  observation,  for 
the  time  being,  of  the  conduct  of  the  assistant  keepers,  or  prisoners,  in  any  part  of 
the  establishment.  They  might  as  well  be  placed  in  one  of  the  solitary  cells,  so 
far  as  the  inspection  and  control  of  the  Prison  is  concerned.  The  prisoners  might 
risi^  upon  the  under  keepers  in  the  shops  ;  the  prisoners  in  the  cells  of  either  the 
noiih  or  south  wing,  might  make  their  escape;  the  sentinel,  on  the  wall,  might 
sleep  at  hi^  po5t,  and  the  principal  keeper  and  his  deputy,  in  the  guard  room,  be  so 
far  r«'r:ioved  from  hearing,  and  cut  off  from  sight,  as  to  know  nothing  of  it.  Instead 
of  this,  the  guard  room  should  command,  from  one  position,  the  range  of  cells,  the 
whole  yard,  the  prisoners  in  the  shops,  under  their  respective  officers,  and  the  sen- 
tinel on  tiie  wall ;  then  the  principal  keeper,  from  the  guard  room,  or,  in  his  ab- 
sence, his  deputy,  commands  the  whole  establishment. 

Again,  the  Night  Rooms  are  not  sufficiently  numerous  to  separate  the  men. 
They  are  put  two,  three,  and  four,  in  a  room  ;  and  the  rooms  are  so  constructed, 
that  the  men  can  freely  communicate  from  window  to  window,  and  from  door  to 
door,  and  from  the  building  to  the  street.  Besides  all  this,  the  halls,  by  the  side  of 
which  the  night  rooms  are  arranged,  are  separated  from  the  passage  leading  to  the 
room  where  the  watch  i^  on  duty,  by  solid  doors,  with  complicated  fastenings,  and  this 
pa^--age  by  other  doorri  from  '!jo  guard  room.  Thus  the  prisoners,  by  the  construc- 
tion of  the  ni;;;hi  rooms,  are  removed  as  far  as  possible  from  the  inspection  or  con- 
trol of  the  subordinate  officers.  In  consequence  of  this,  we  shall  see,  in  the  progress 
of  (he  Report,  how  many  plans  of  mischief  are  devised,  and  how  many  escapes  are 
etfected,  from  the  arrangement  and  construction  of  the  night  rooms. 
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The  Shops,  too,  and  other  places  of  labor,  are  scattered  about,  without  form  or 
unity  of  design  ;  and  the  men  are  necessarily  divided  into  small  companies,  so  that 
it  would  require  a  much  larger  number  of  keepers  than  are  at  present  employed, 
to  exercise  a  constant  inspection  of  the  men,  without  which  there  can  be  no  thorough 
discipline.  One  of  the  buildings  is  divided  into  five  small  apartments,  which  would 
require  as  many  officers,  to  keep  a  proper  discipline  ;  while,  in  the  whole  of  this 
building,  with  the  present  number  of  keepers,  there  can  be  but  one  officer.  In  the 
other  apartments  of  this  building,  therefore,  there  may  be  traffic  of  the  state's  prop- 
erty, gambling,  fighting,  and  other  mischief,  without  detection. 

The  Cookery,"Hospital  and  Place  of  Worship  also,  arc  inconvenient  and 
concealed.  The  cookery  is  directly  under  the  centre  building,  far  removed  from 
the  observation  of  a  keeper.  From  the  front  window  of  the  cookery,  the  prisoners 
have  been  in  the  habit  of  passing  and  repassing  things  to  persons  in  the  street.  This 
is  a  very  natural  and  easy  outlet  for  the  shoes  belonging  to  the  State  which 
are  missing.  The  hospital  is  an  old  room,  not  well  ventilated,  and  is  so  im- 
pregnated with  the  Prison  smell,  that  it  would  be  likely  to  make  a  well  person  sick  ; 
and  is  so  situated  as  not  to  be  under  inspection  or  control,  unless  an  officer  is  set 
apart  for  this  duty;  which  cannot  be  done  without  an  increase  of  officers.  Finding 
this  a  convenient  place  of  concealment,  the  prisoners,  under  false  pretences,  leave 
their  work,  and  get  into  it.  The  chapel  is  liable  to  similar  objections.  It  is  sepa- 
rated by  four  passages,  and  five  doors,  from  the  building  in  which  the  prisoners  are 
lodged ;  so  that  much  time  and  labor  are  necessary  in  getting  the  prisoners  into  it. 
And  besides,  it  is  a  small  and  uncomfortable  place  for  the  religious  worship  of  so 
many  men.  It  is  in  its  size  and  character  like  the  hospital.  It  is  one  of  the  old 
night  rooms,  used  many  years  ago  for  the  purpose  of  lodging  the  men,  before  the 
south  wing  was  built. 

The  Sentinel's  Box,  on  the  wall,  is  not  well  designed.  It  does  not  command 
the  interior  of  the  yard.  There  are  many  hiding-places,  where  the  men  can  screen 
themselves  from  the  observation  of  the  sentinel,  behind  the  shops,  and  other  build- 
ings, and  many  prisoners  prepare  themselves,  without  his  knowledge,  or  the  knowl- 
edge of  the  men  under  whose  particular  care  they  are  placed,  for  attempting  to 
escape.  Besides,  the  sentinel  cannot  Command  the  north  wall  on  the  north  side  j 
nor  the  west  wall,  on  iU  west  side;  nor  ,^^^  ,^^^^  ...u^  ^,^  t^^^  ^^^,^  y:^,.  -g. 
charged  convicts,  thereiore,  and  persons  ill-disposed,  can  anproach  the  Prison  from 
north,  south  and  west,  without  the  knowledge  of  the  sentir.e!  on  the  wall,  and  fur- 
Dish  prohibited  articles,  and  implements  of  mischief  and  escape,  to  the  convicts. 
We  dwell  the  longer  on  the  construction  of  the  Prison,  in  this  respect,  because  we 
shall  see  the  consequences  of  it  in  the  progress  of  the  Report,  in  the  very  great 
number  of  escapes  which  have  taken  place  since  the  Prison  was  built.  Thus  wo 
have  seen  that  the  guard  room,  the  night  rooms,  the  shops,  the  cookery,  hospital 
chapei  and  sentinel  box  are  not  properly  constructed. 

2d.     On   the   Discipline    of    the   Prison   as    connected   with   the 
Construction. 

In  a  Prison  thus  constructed,  there  can  be  no  discipline.  The  subordinate  offi- 
cers  are  not  subordinate.  The  principal  keeper  has  no  good  position,  from  which 
to  command  his  men.  It  would  take  him  a  long  time  to  go  around  the  Prison,  and 
look  them  all  up.  Instead  of  which,  he  should  have  a  position  from  which  he  can 
at  once  overlook  officers,  as  well  as  prisoners.  This  would  elTcctaairy  prevent 
those  faults,  which  the  keeper  of  the  Prison,  in  his  official  report  to  the  committee, 
says,  page  2,  "  he  found  requirincr  a  remedy— \r,t,  ^reat  laxity  mi  the  part  of  the 
assistant  keepers  in  their  duty,-  leaving  the  prisoners  alone,  to  the  great  neglect 
of  their  occupations,  and  the  destruction  of  all  system  and  order ;  2d,  the  gene- 
ral prevalence  of  insubordination,  and  the  pre-existence  of  a  perfect  familiarity 
and  almost  unrestrained  intercourse  among  the  prisoners,  and  between  the  pris- 
oners and  the  assistant  keepers ;  and  .3d,  the  extensive  indulgence  of  a  system  of 
traffic  between  the  prisoners  and  their  keepers,  in  which  articles  made  by  them, 
and  property  over  which  they  had  no  co^itrol,  loere  exchanged  toith  the  keepers 
for  other  cominoditits,  in  a  secret  and  covert  mannp.r"  How  are  these  things  to 
be  prevented,  if  the  principal  keeper  is  to  be  shut  up  in  a  room,  from  which  he  can 
see  nothing  that  is  done  by  oHficers  or  men  ?  The  great  principle  of  unceasing  in- 
spection is  lost  sight  of,  and  these  deeds  of  darkness  are  done,  because  they  can  be 
done  in  the  dark.     The  way  to  correct  them  is,  to  bring  them  out  into  open  day,  sq 
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that  the  principal  keeper  can,  at  any  moment,  with  a  single  glance  of  his  eye,  in- 
spect the  whole  establishment. 

In  consequence,  partly,  of  the  same  defect  in  the  construction  of  the  buildings, 
the  convicts  are  idle  and  disorderly.  The  shops  are  so  divided  and  subdivided, 
that  there  are  nearly  twice  as  many  separate  apartments,  for  the  convicts,  as  there 
are  officers.  The  convicts,  therefore,  must  necessarily  be  left  alone.  This  single 
disadvantage  would  break  up  the  discipline  of  the  best  Prison  in  the  world.  The 
officers  leave  the  shops,  and  the  convicts  of  course  leave  their  work.  In  such  cir- 
cumstances, what  security  can  there  possibly  be,  that  the  convicts  shall  be  all  the 
time  profitably  at  work  ? 

There  are  complaints  not  only  that  the  convicts  are  idle  and  disorderly  in  the 
shops,  but  they  leave  the  shops  and  go  into  the  yard ;  and  one  witness  testified  that 
"  he  could  not  get  them  back,  till  they  were  sent  for."  The  reason  assigned  by 
them  for  leaving  the  shops  is  from  necessity  ;  but  in  a  well  constructed  Prison, 
there  is  a  water-closet  connected  with  every  shop,  which  only  one  man  can  enter 
at  a  time,  and  which  he  can  enter  only  from  the  shop,  and  this  breaks  up  all  neces- 
sity for  leaving  the  shops,  and  all  opportunity  for  false  pretences,  in  regard  to  this 
thing,  and  leaves  the  keeper  the  command  of  his  men  ;  so  that  all,  excepting  one,  at 
every  moment  of  time,  are  under  his  eye,  and  this  one,  who  for  a  little  time  is  re- 
moved from  his  observation,  is  in  solitary,  and  it  is  known  where  he  is. 

As  the  Prison  is  constructed,  there  are  various  opportunities  for  combination  in 
mischief,  among  the  prisoners,  which  are  broken  up  at  once  in  a  well  constructed 
Prison.  Much  evidence  is  furnished  to  the  committee  by  different  witnesses,  con- 
cerning a  combination  of  men  in  the  Prison  called  the  stanch  gang.  One 
witness  says,  "  they  will  lie,  and  swear  to  it ;  they  will  steal  provision,  and  carry 
it  off;  they  will  lurk  in  the  kitchen,  and  steal  other  men's  provision;  they  will 
threaten  each  other^s  lives  ;  they  will  make  dirks  ;  they  will  lie,  steal  and  gam- 
ble; they  will  make  their  own  cards,  I  gave  one  of  the  inspectors  one  pack,  and 
sent  one  pack  to  a  friend  in  the  country,  that  he  might  see  ivhat  can  be  done  in 
the  Prison.  They  have  rules  by  v:hicli  they  are  bound  to  each  other  ;  one  rule  i&y 
if  a  man  tells  any  thing,  they  will  fall  a-foul  of  him  and  beat  him." 

Another  witness  was  asked  if  he  knew  any  thing  about  the  stanch  gang. 
Us  said  t>'^ere  was  such  a  gang.  They  would  not  tell  of  each  other  ;  if  they  did, 
they  would  beat  the  informer.  He  had  knoivn  one  stab  another.  Then  consider 
him  a  traiioi  '^^^  inff>rm^  nf  their  evil  deeds.     Such  wen  are  called  snitch. 

Another  witness  says,  the  stanch  gang  are  persons  combined  1.^ — ^.  »cr 
get  away,  and  not  to  tell  each  other^s  secrets.  "  If  any  one  tells  of  them,  they  fall 
on  him  and  beat  him.  There  was  a  black  man  nearly  killed  in  the  weave  shop. 
They  took  the  stone  coal  and  beat  him  on  the  head,  and  it  cut  like  a  knife.  He  was 
nearly  killed."  Another  witness,  when  asked  about  the  stanch  gang,  said  "  he 
thought  the  State  had  better  let  them  go,  than  be  under  such  discipline.  They 
have  frequently  drawn  knives  upon  each  other  in  the  yard.  In  one  instance,  one 
would  have  cut  out  the  bowels  of  the  other." 

Much  evidence  has  also  been  furnished  to  the  committee,  concerning  the  want 
of  power  to  enforce  discipline  among  the  convicts,  in  consequence  of  the  manner 
in  which  the  south  wing  is  constructed,  where  the  convicts  sleep.  One  witness 
says  the  prisoners  will  steal  oil  to  burn  in  the  cells,  and  carry  sticks  and  strings  to 
the  cells,  that  they  may  pass  things  from  one  to  the  other,  and  from  door  to  door. 

Another  witness  was  asked  if  the  convicts  could  communicate  with  each  other 
after  they  were  locked  up  at  night.  He  said,  they  could  communicate  with  each 
other,  twenty  of  them.  Witness  says,  that  the  convicts  often  worked  in  the  cells 
on  the  Sabbath,  making  hats  ;  he  had  caught  them  at  it,  and  put  a  stop  to  it ;  but  he 
did  expect  they  carried  it  on.  He  gave  the  name  of  the  convict  who  made  a  com- 
plete ladder  in  the  cells  to  scale  the  walls ;  with  which  it  was  done.  Witness  was 
asked  if  he  heard  any  conversation  among  the  men  at  night;  he  said  "  that  the  for- 
mer keeper  was  opposed  to  it,  but  it  was  impossible  to  prevent  it,  in  the  way  the 
men  are  kept;  they  would  be  generally  talking  about  roguery."  Witness  then 
gave  a  particular  account  of  the  instruction  he  heard  an  experienced  thief  give  one 
less  experienced,  about  the  best  way  of  raising  twenty  dollars  to  begin  with,  after 
he  got  out.     The  latter  was  a  young  convict,  who  was  soon  to  be  discharged. 

Another  witness  says,  "  the  men  are  so  much  together,  it  is  very  much  against 
the  interest  of  the  institution.  They  talk  about  what  they  have  done,  and  what  they 
will  do,  and  how  they  may  get  out." 

Another  witness  believes  "  that  the  prisoners  have  had  knowledge  of  the  difficul- 
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ties  existing  in  the  government  of  the  Prison.  He  has  heard  the  prisoners  talk 
about  it,  in  the  cells.  He  has  heard  them  talk  about  the  change  in  the  government 
of  the  Prison,  in  the  cells  at  night.  He  has  heard  the  prisoners,  after  they  were  locked 
up  in  the  cells,  conversing  with  discharged  prisoners,  in  the  street.  No  longer  ago 
than  four  weeks,  two  men  came  along  and  began  to  converse,  and  he  stopped  them." 

Witness  says  further,  "  in  the  cells,  one  night,  two  of  the  prisoners  fought:  one 
bit  the  other's  finger,  and  a  piece  of  the  bone  came  out.  They  are  put  together,  old 
and  young,  without  regard  to  their  crime.  They  lay  their  beds  on  the  floor.  They 
are  single  beds,  but  when  there  are  three,  they  make  them  up  all  as  one,  and  sleep 
all  together.     They  sometimes  want  to  be  separated,  because  they  quarrel." 

Another  witness  has  often  heard  the  prisoners  talking  from  the  south  wing,  with 
persons  on  the  outside.  He  has  caught  them  at  it,  late  at  night.  They  once  shot 
an  arrow,  attached  to  a  string,  into  the  street,  and  the  string  was  found  extending 
from  the  night  room  to  the  street— supposed  to  be  for  the  purpose  of  drawing  in 
something.  Witness  does  not  think  any  thing  more  can  be  done  for  the  benefit 
of  the  State,  in  that  Prison,  than  is  now  done. 

Another  witness,  speaking  of  putting  three  or  four  in  a  room  at  night,  and  the 
things  going  on  among  the  men,  after  they  were  locked  up,  concluded  by  saying, 
"  as  to  that  Prison,  it  is  a  mere  burlesque  on  Prisons." 

Owing  to  the  construction  of  the  Prison,  it  is  very  difficult,  if  notimpossible,  to 
prevent  traffic  with  the  prisoners,  which  is  subversive  of  all  discipline.  In  a  prop- 
erly constructed  Prison,  it  is  the  impression  upon  every  mind,  b»th  of  convict  and 
assistant  keeper,  "  I  am  constantly  under  inspection.  Every  thing  which  1  do  will 
be  seen."  But  there  are  so  many  hiding-places  in  this  Prison,  and  so  few  facilities 
for  inspection,  that  this  seems  not  at  all  to  be  the  impression,  on  the  minds  of  either 
keeper  or  convict. 

The  principal  keeper  says,"  when  he  became  keeper  of  the  Prison,  he  found  an 
extensive  traffic  between  the  prisoners  and  under  keepers,  particularly  in  the  arti- 
cles of  straw  hats  and  whip-stocks.  When  asked  to  give  a  statement  of  the  princi- 
pal evils,  which  he  had  discovered  in  the  Prison,  he  said  the  shoe  shop  was  a 
place  of  resort  for  the  keepers;  some  of  the  keepers  told  him,  that  another  was  in 
the  habit  of  going  into  the  kitchen,  and  spending  some  time  there,  while  his  men 
went  at  loose  ends.  He  watched  the  keeper  of  whom  this  complaint  was  made, 
and  found  that  it  was  so.  Since  this  he  has  found  it  of  little  use  to  attempt  to  en- 
force any  orders,  and  has  had  enough  to  do  to  get  along  any  way."  He  then  gave 
a  particular  account  of  some  hats,  sold  by  a  convict  to  a  keeper,  and  the  price  put 
upon  them  by  the  convict. 

Another  witness  stated,  "  that  convicts  had  made  hats  to  sell :  it  was  likely  they 
had  made  other  things ;  they  would  be  taken  out  and  sold.  He  beUeved  one  of 
the  keepers  had  taken  out  things,  and  sold  them  for  the  convicts."  This  keeper 
afterwards  acknowledged  to  the  committee,  that  he  had  done  so.  Witness  further 
says, "  the  convicts  get  tobacco ;  I  do  not  know  how  they  get  it ;  the  proceeds  of  hats 
and  other  things  might  buy  it.  There  are  many  ways  they  have  in  common." 
Witness  could  not  watch  his  men  so  as  to  know  where  they  went.  There  were 
more  of  them  to  watch  him.  They  might  go  out  if  they  pleased,  and  if  he  saw 
them  about  the  wagons  which  came  into  the  yard,  he  would  drive  them  away. 
Witness  said,  that  some  time  last  spring,  one  of  the  keepers  sold  articles  for  the 
convicts.  He  understood  the  principal  keeper  was  opposed  to  it,  but  it  was  done. 
I  believe  it  was  done  in  both  their  times. 

Another  witness  testifies,  "  that  one  of  the  keepers  told  him,  that  the  old  convict 
who  takes  care  of  the  cloth  from  the  weave  shop,  is  never  without  money  ;  that  he 
used  to  trafiic  in  tobacco,  buy  it  and  sell  it  out  again." 

Another  witness,  a  citizen  of  Trenton,  thinks  he  has  seen  one  of  the  keepers  carry- 
articles  to  a  certain  store,  and  exchange  them  for  the  convicts.  The  keeper  and 
store  keeper  referred  to,  were  both  called,  and  acknowledged  that  it  was  so.  Wit- 
ness did  not  believe  that  the  traffic  was  confined  to  this  keeper. 

Another  witness  knows  "  that  many  articles  were  made  in  the  Prison  by  the  con- 
victs, but  he  does  not  know  how  they  got  out." 

Another  witness,  one  of  the  keepers,  says,  "  he  has  thrown  tobacco  on  the  ground 
for  convicts."  This  was  done  to  avoid  an  order  which  prohibits  assistant  keepers 
from  giving  them  tobacco.  Witness  further  says,  "  that  his  children  have  taken 
things  from  prisoners,  and  sold  them,  in  exchange  for  other  articles.  He  believes 
that  all  the  keepers'  children  have  done  it.  Witness  explains  by  saying,  "  that  they 
went  on  the  wall,  and  let  down  strings  to  take  things  up  ;  that  it  has  also  been  done 

35* 


414  PRISON    DISCIPLINE    SOCIETY.  84 

through  the  basement  story  windows,  in  front  of  the  house,  with  convicts  in  the 
cookery."  Many  of  these  things  it  would  be  very  difficult,  if  not  impossible  to 
prevent  in  the  buildings,  as  they  are  now  constructed.  There  is  no  point  of  obser- 
vation, from  which  there  can  be  a  thorough  supervision,  by  the  principal  keeper,  of 
the  whole  establishment ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  very  many  hiding-places,  besides  a 
guard  room  for  the  principal  keeper  and  his  deputy,  from  which  they  can  only  look 
into  the  street,  and  see  nothing  that  is  done  in  the  Prison. 

For  the  same  reason,  the  discipline  is  interrupted  by  a  knowledge  in  the  Prison, 
nmong  the  convicts,  of  almost  every  thing  that  is  done  abroad. 

The  principal  keeper  says,  that  "  things  which  take  place  in  town  are  known  to 
the  prisoners  within  twenty-four  hours,  which  could  not  be  known  except  from  the 
keepers  ;  there  is  such  a  familiarity  between  them,  that  these  things  are  all  com- 
municated." This  familiarity  between  keepers  and  convicts  could  soon  be  broken 
up  by  the  principal  keeper,  if  he  was  faithful,  if  the  construction  was  such,  that 
he  could  from  his  office  overlook  the  whole  establishment,  and  see  keepers  and 
convicts  at  the  same  time. 

Another  witness  said,  that  "  it  was  too  much  the  case,  that  there  was  a  familiar- 
ity between  the  convicts  and  keepers.  He  says  the  convicts  seem  to  know  most 
every  thing  that  is  going  on." 

Another  witness  thinks  "  the  convicts  know  what  is  going  on  in  Trenton,"  and 
says  ^'  they  will  know  within  a  month  what  is  going  on  here  to-day." 

He  says  they  have  newspapers  ;  "  I  have  seen  papers  more  than  once  ;  but  did 
not  see  any  one  give  them  to  the  convicts."  This  is  the  great  difficulty  in  this 
Prison ;  almost  any  thing  may  be  done,  (there  are  so  many  hiding-places  to  do  mis- 
chief,) and  the  responsible  officer  cannot  see  who  does  it. 

Owing  in  part  to  the  construction  of  the  Prison,  the  discipline  is  such,  that  riots 
are  frequent,  and  it  is  difficult  to  prevent  them  ;  there  are  many  places  for  con- 
cealment, and,  necessarily,  from  the  construction,  frequent  opportunities  for  cotn- 
bination,  out  of  which  these  riots  have  grown.  The  principal  keeper  said,  "  he 
had  lately  had  an  attempt  at  riot,  and  there  was  another  riot  since  he  had  been 
there,  in  the  weave  shop.  The  keeper  was  absent  from  his  shop  contrary  to  the 
regulations  of  the  Prison.  The  rule  is,  that  no  keeper  shall  leave  his  shop  till  the 
relief  comes.  This  rule  is  violated  every  day."  This  is  the  testimony  of  the  prin- 
cipal keeper.  While  the  assistant  keepers  say  truly  in  their  defence,  that  there 
are  more  shops  and  places  of  labor  for  them  to  oversee,  than  there  are  keepers;  and 
they  are  obliged  to  go  from  one  to  another  ;  consequently  an  opportunity  for  riot 
is  afforded  when  the  keeper  of  a  shop  is  absent. 

Another  witness  testified,  "  that  they  had  pretty  severe  riots.  If  any  one  tells 
of  them,  they  fall  on  him  and  beat  him.  It  has  been  done  four  or  five  times  in  a 
year."  One  of  the  inspectors  testified,  "  that  the  Prison  had  been  in  a  regular  state 
of  insubordination  during  the  last  year."  Another  witness,  one  of  the  contractors, 
testified,  "  that  he  saw  a  very  alarming  riot  at  the  Prison.  When  I  went  to  the 
door,"  said  witness,  "  there  could  not  have  been  less  than  thirty  convicts  between 
the  two  shops.  One  of  the  keepers  was  doing  all  that  he  could  to  suppress  it ;  an- 
other threatened  to  fire  upon  them  from  the  wall ;  another  keeper  came  to  the  gate, 
and  called  for  a  musket.  He  was  as  pale  as  death.  There  was  some  private  diffi- 
culty between  two  convicts,  and  the  others  took  sides.  I  heard  one  of  the  con- 
victs swear,  that  he  would  not  leave  the  yard,  till  he  had  been  the  death  of  the 
other."  If  the  Prison  was  so  constructed  as  to  separate  the  convicts  at  night,  and 
admit  of  keeping  them  in  their  places  in  the  day  time,  under  constant  inspection, 
both  from  the  keepers  in  the  shops  and  those  in  the  guard  room,  these  riots  could 
be  effectually  prevented. 

Again,  the  discipline  of  the  Prison  is  destroyed  by  the  keepers  sleeping  at  their 
posts,  and,  as  the  Prison  is  constructed,  the  safety  of  the  Prison  has  frequently 
been  endangered  at  night.  The  principal  keeper  testifies,  "  that  during  the  sum- 
mer, he  found  the  assistant  keepers  sleeping  on  their  posts  at  night.  They  were 
called  before  the  board  of  inspectors,  and  acknowledged  that  they  had  done  so." 
The  board  notified  them  through  the  keeper,  that  they  should  expect  them  there- 
after to  do  their  duty.  After  this  the  assistant  keepers  locked  the  principal  keeper 
out  of  the  hall,  which  led  to  the  room  where  they  were  on  duty,  one  week,  which 
he  attempted  to  enter  several  times,  but  could  not.  The  assistant  keeper  alleged, 
as  a  reason  for  doing  this,  that  the  safety  of  the  Prison  was  in  danger  from  discharged 
convicts,  who  had  formed  the  design  of  coming  over  the  wall  in  the  night ;  enter- 
ing the  passage  which  leads  to  the  room  where  the  watch  is  on  duty  ;  securing  the 
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watch,  and  releasing  the  prisoners.  About  this  time,  according  to  the  testimony  of 
both  the  assistant  and  principal  keeper,  two  or  more  discharged  convicts  did  actu- 
ally come  over  the  wall  in  the  night,  into  the  yard  ;  the  dogs  gave  the  alarm  ;  the 
keepers  were  at  once  on  duty  ;  the  ladder  was  Ibund  where  they  had  scaled  the 
wall ;  the  alarm-bell  was  rung  ;  but  the  villains  made  their  escape.  The  principal 
keeper  supposes  that  their  object  was  plunder,  as  some  shoes  were  found  which 
they  had  taken  from  the  shop,  near  the  place  where  they  had  scaled  the  wall.  The 
assistant  keepers  suppose  that  their  object  was  the  release  of  the  prisoners. 

Not  a  great  while  after  this,  there  was  another  alarm  of  a  similar  kind,  when  tlie 
principal  keeper  was  not  at  home;  but  it  v/as  not  satisf;\ctorily  ascertained  whether, 
at  this  time,  any  person  from  without  came  over  the  wall.  The  result  of  the  whole 
was,  that  a  different  arrangement  was  made  between  the  principal  and  the  assistant 
keepers,  by  which  the  former  was  supplied  with  a  key  to  open  the  door  of  the  pas- 
sage leading  to  the  night  watch,  and  the  night  watch  were  supplied  with  a  key, 
that  they  might  secure  themselves  against  the  assaults  of  discharged  convicts. 
This  would  seem  reasonable,  so  far  as  the  safety  of  the  Prison  is  endangered  from 
discharged  convicts  ;  but  it  is  not  calculated  to  keep  the  night  watch  awake  while 
on  duty,  because  they  are  so  securely  locked,  and  concealed  from  observation,  in  a 
small  room  by  themselves,  that  they  might  sleep  on  their  posts,  and  still  not  be  de- 
tected ;  for  when  the  principal  keeper  comes  to  unlock  the  door  of  the  passage 
leading  to  the  watch  room,  the  noise  would  be  likely  to  awaken  the  night  watch,  if 
he  were  asleep,  so  that  the  principal  keeper  would  not  know  whether  he  had  been 
asleep  or  not. 

There  is  another  difficulty  about  the  place  where  the  night  watch  is  on  duty  in 
this  Prison.  If  the  watch  is  awake,  he  cannot  see,  from  the  room  where  he  is  usu- 
ally stationed,  any  part  of  the  building  where  the  convicts  are  lodged.  He  must 
leave  his  station,  and  go  out  into  the  passage,  and  pass  through  one  or  two  doors, 
before  he  comes  to  the  only  place  where  he  can  see  the  night" rooms  ;  and  even  then 
he  must  go  into  four  stories,  and  peep  over  the  tops  of  eight  doors,  before  he  can 
inspect  forty  cells;  and,  after  all,  he  can  only  see  the  doors;  he  cannot  see  the  inte- 
rior of  the  cells,  nor  know  whether  the  convicts  are  there,  or  whether  they  have 
escaped  through  the  roof  or  external  walls  into  the  yard. 

In  a  Prison  properly  constructed,  the  place  where  the  night  watch  is  on  duty  is 
not  liable  to  such  objections  ;  because  the  principal  keeper,  from  his  private  apart- 
ment, at  any  moment,  can  look  in  upon  him,  and  see  that  he  is  awake,  without  the 
knowledge  of  the  night  watch  ;  and  the  night  watch,  from  the  open  space  in  which 
he  is  placed,  by  changing  his  position  30  feet,  without  passing  through  any  door, 
can  command  the  doors  and  windows  of  every  night  room  in  the  building;  and,  at 
the  same  time,  if  a  convict  gets  out  of  his  cell,  he  is  not  only  exposed  to  the  fire  of 
the  sentinel,  but  he  is  still  in  Prison,  for  it  is  a  Prison  within  a  Prison.  He  has  got 
out  of  one  Prison  into  another.  He  has  got  out  of  his  cell,  but  he  has  gotten  into 
a  place  where  he  is  exposed  to  the  fire  of  the  sentinel,  and,  if  the  alarm  is  given,  to 
the  fire  of  the  musketry  of  all  the  keepers  in  the  guard  room. 

Not  so  in  our  State  Prison  ;  the  convicts  may  get  out  of  their  night  rooms,  into  the 
open  yard ;  thence,  unseen  in  the  dark,  over  the  yard  wall  into  the  street.  The  con- 
struction is,  therefore,  such,  that  the  night  watch  may  sleep  at  his  post,  and  the 
convicts  escape  with  impunity. 

od.     Of  Escapes. 

To  show  lliat  this  is  not  a  representation  unsupported  by  facts,  we  have  obtained 
information  from  the  records  of  the  Prison,  concerning  the  escapes  which  have  ac- 
tually been  effected  since  the  Prison  was  built.  This  list  is  now  before  us :  it  con- 
tains the  names  of  one  hundred  and  eight  convicts  who  have  made  their  es- 
cape. This  is  more  than  one  twelfth  part  of  all  who  have  been  committed  to  the 
Prison — a  proof  of  the  insecurity  of  the  Prison  ;  so  far  as  our  knowledge  extends,  in 
the  history  of  Prisons,  without  a  parallel. 

Of  the  whole  number  who  thus  escaped,  ten  escaped,  one  at  a  time ;  sixteen,  two 
at  a  time  ;  iwenty-one,  three  at  a  time ;  twenty-four,  four  at  a  time  ;  five  at  one 
time  ;  fourteen,  seven  at  a  time  ;  and  eighteen,  nine  at  a  time.  Total,  one  hun- 
dred AND  EIGHT.  Malcs,  onc  hundred  and  three  ;  females, ^re.  One  escaped 
by  making  a  hole  in  the  door  ;  one,  by  a  false  key  ;  two,  who  were  at  work  on  the 
new  cells  ;  three,  by  forcing  the  hall  door  ;  four,  through  the  yard  gate  ;  four,  in  a 
manner  not  specified ;  five,  through  the  grates  without  sawing ;  iive,  by  sawing 
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the  grates  ;  twenty-nine,  by  scaling  the  wall ;  and  forty-nine,  through  the  roof, 
walls,  and  doors  of  the  main  building.  Total,  one  hundred  and  eight.  Twen- 
ty-eight were  retaken  the  same  day ;  twenty-five,  after  more  than  one  day,  and  in 
less  than  one  year  ;  six  were  gone,  time  not  specified  ;  two  were  gone  one  year  ; 
one,  two  years  ;  one,  three  years  ;  and  fifty-five  were  never  retaken.  Total,  one 
HUNDRED  AND  EIGHT.  In  these  troubles,  one  keeper  was  stabbed  ;  three  pris- 
oners broke  into  the  guard  room,  and  got  two  guns  with  which  they  escaped  ;  two 
prisoners  were  shot,  but  not  killed  ;  and  one  was  shot  dead. 

The  official  document  from  the  Prison  records,  from  which  these  results  are 
taken,  is  herewith  submitted,  marked  A. 

The  amount  paid  in  apprehending  the  above  prisoners  was  seven  hundred  and 
twenty-eight  dollars  and  three  cents. 

4th.     Of  Punishment. 

Notwithstanding  the  number  of  escapes  from  this  Prison,  there  does  not  appear  to 
be  any  want  of  sufficiently  severe  punishments  for  misdemeanor. 

Solitary  confinement  on  a  scanty  allowance  of  bread  with  cold  water  is  much 
used.  The  period  of  time  not  unfrequently  extends  to  twenty  and  thirty  days,  and 
this  too  in  the  winter  season,  in  cells  warmed  by  no  fire.  The  suffering  in  these 
circumstances  is  intense  ;  the  convicts  lose  their  flesh  and  strength,  and  frequently 
their  health  ;  they  are  sometimes  so  far  broken  down,  as  to  be  unable  to  work  when 
they  are  discharged  into  the  yard,  and  to  require  nearly  as  much  time  in  the  hos- 
pital, to  recruit  them,  as  they  have  had  in  the  cells,  to  break  them  down. 

The  committee  saw  a  man  in  the  hospital  last  week,  just  taken  from  the  cells, 
where  he  had  been  punished  for  misdemeanor  about  twenty  days.  He  was  pros- 
trate upon  the  bed,  emaciated,  and  unable  to  work,  and  complained  of  much  pain. 
The  physician  called  the  attention  of  the  committee  to  his  pulse,  which  he  remarked 
was  very  feeble.  The  keeper  thought  it  would  be  some  time  before  he  would  be 
able  to  work. 

Besides  punishments  in  this  mode,  the  records  show,  that  chains  are  much  used; 
sometimes  with  a  fifty-six  attached  to  them,  and  sometimes  for  the  purpose  of  chain- 
ing the  prisoner  to  the  place  where  he  is  at  work.  A  number  of  the  prisoners,  at 
the  present  time,  have  chains  upon  them,  and  the  committee  saw  one,  twelve  or 
fourteen  years  of  age,  who  had  on  an  iron  neck  yoke,  with  arms  extending  18  or  20 
inches  each  way  from  his  head,  which  was  said  to  be,  not  for  punishment,  but  to 
prevent  his  getting  through  the  grates. 

The  following  list  is  furnished  by  the  clerk  of  the  Prison,  who  has  been  there 
twenty  years.  It  shows  the  number  of  prisoners  that  is  supposed  to  have  died  in 
consequence  of  being  severely  punished  in  the  cells,  for  disobedience  : — William 
Thomas,  Thomas  Steward,  John  O.  Brian,  William  Bower,  John  Brown,  Tunis  Cole, 
Aaron  Strattain,  Thomas  Somes,  Pomp  Cisco,  and  Peter  Marks — 10. 

The  document  from  which  this  statement  is  taken,  is  herewith  submitted, 
marked  B. 

If  the  Prison  were  so  constructed,  as  to  separate  the  men  at  night,  and  keep 
them  perfectly  still,  and  thus  break  up  all  such  combinations  as  that  of  the  stanch 
gang  ;  and  if  the  shops  were  so  constructed  as  to  admit  of  a  constant  inspection,  so 
as  to  keep  the  prisoners  in  their  places,  at  their  work  in  silence, — there  would  be 
comparatively  little  need  of  severe  punishments,  because  rebellion  and  villany 
would  be  prevented  in  the  very  beginning. 

5th.    Of  Deaths. 

The  whole  number  of  deaths  in  the  Prison,  including  the  ten  above-mentioned, 
is  forty-nine. 

The  whole  number  of  prisoners  committed  is  one  thousand  two  hundred  and  six. 

The  average  number  of  prisoners,  taking  the  whole  period  of  time,  is  supposed 
to  be  fifty ;  which  gives  a  bill  of  mortality  of  about  three  per  cent.,  which  is  three 
per  cent,  less  than  that  of  the  Walnut  Street  Prison  in  Philadelphia,  and  about  two 
per  cent,  more  than  that  of  the  Prisons  of  Auburn  and  Wethersfield. 

The  document  herewith  submitted,  from  which  the  above  is  taken,  is  marked  C. 

6th.     Of  Recommitments. 

The  RECOMMITMENTS  are,  out  of  ninety,  the  whole  number,  seven  a  second 
time  ;  two  a  third  time  ;  and  two  a  fourth  time.     Cases  of  reformation,  we 
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have  heard  of  few  or  none.  At  Auburn,  out  of  six  hundred,  the  whole  number, 
the  recommitments  are,  seventeen  a  second  time,  and,  from  latest  information,  none 
a  third.  Cases  of  reformation  at  Auburn,  out  of  two  hundred  and  six  dis- 
charged convicts,  ONE  HUNDRED  AND  FORTY-SIX  Well  authenticated. 

7th.     Of  Expenses. 

Some  particulars  in  regard  to  the  expenses  and  earnings  of  the  New  Jersey  State 
Prison,  as  furnished  from  the  treasury  department,  are  as  follows  : — 
The  expenses  exceeded  the  earnings,  in  four  years,  from  1800  to 

1803  inclusive, $21,776  29 

In  nine  years,  between  1810  and  1822, 58,651  3'S 

In  eight  years,  from  1822  to  1829  inclusive, 46,425  44 

Total  loss,  including  the  loss  in  the  periods  specified  above,      .     .     .  164,963  81 
Average  loss  to  the  State,  annually,  from  September,  1798,  to  Sep- 
tember, 1829,  thirty-one  years, 5,304  05 

The  official  document,  from  which  these  results  are  taken,  is  herewith  submitted, 
marked  D. 

How  can  these  things  be  ?  They  are  not  satisfactorily  explained.  According  to 
the  returns  to  the  committee  from  the  Prison,  the  food  of  the  prisoners  per  day, 

costs 4  Cts.  8  Mills. 

The  clothing, 1  5 

Incidental  expenses, 2  9 

Total  amount,  excluding  pay  of  officers, 9  3 

Pay  of  officers  for  each  man  daily, 9  4 

Total  expense  of  each  convict  daily, 18  7 

Of  the  whole  number  of  convicts,  sixteen  are  employed  in  shoe-making,  each  of 
whom,  as  an  easy  day's  work,  is  said  to  make  one  pair  of  coarse  shoes  per  day.  The 
price  paid  by  contractors  for  making  such  shoes  is,  for  each  pair,  thirty-three  cents, 
the  State  to  find  shoe-thread,  &c. 

When  any  part  of  the  shoemakers  are  employed  for  the  State,  the  shoes  which 
they  make  are  charged  to  the  State,  at  one  dollar  and  twenty-five  cents  a  pair,  for 
common  shoes,  and  other  work  at  a  similar  rate.  Why,  then,  do  not  the  shoemakers 
earn  from  twenty-five  to  thirty  cents  per  day ;  and  not,  as  they  are  returned,  only 
eighteen  cents  and  nine  mills  ?  If  the  returns  are  properly  made,  it  must  be  be- 
cause they  are  not  furnished  with  work,  and  kept  at  it.  When  the  committee  vis- 
ited the  Prison,  several  shoemakers  were  sitting  in  idleness,  because  the  contrac- 
tors had  not  furnished  them  with  work.  One  of  the  inspectors  testified  before  the 
committee  as  follows  : — "  No  longer  ago  than  yesterday,  I  went  to  the  Prison,  and 
the  keeper  of  the  shoe  shop  was  not  in  his  place.  I  found  only  two  of  the  men 
at  work  ;  as  soon  as  I  stept  in,  the  convicts  said  "  JVhist,"  and  went  to  their  places 
like  a  parcel  of  rabbits.  1  went  round  the  Prison,  and  when  I  came  back,  the 
keeper  was  in  his  place,  and  I  gave  him  a  piece  of  my  mind."  This  business  of 
the  shoe  shop,  is  the  most  important  branch  of  business,  except  one,  in  the  Prison  ; 
that  is,  the  weaving  business. 

In  the  weavers'  shop,  thirty-nine  hands  are  employed.  This  is  a  branch  of  busi- 
ness, in  which  most  of  the  hands  in  the  Baltimore  Penitentiary  are  employed,  which 
has  cleared  for  the  State,  over  and  above  every  expense,  in  the  last  eight  years,  up- 
wards of  seventy  thousand  dollars. 

In  the  weavers'  shop,  in  the  New  Jersey  State  Prison,  thirty-nine  hands  are  em- 
ployed, and  twenty-six  looms.  The  cheapest  work  done  on  these  looms  is  done  for 
two  and  a  half  cents  per  yard,  which  is  about  half  a  cent  less  per  yard,  than  is  paid 
for  the  same  kind  of  work,  done  for  the  same  persons,  in  town.  The  task  in  winter 
is  ten  yards  per  day  ;  but  the  average  quantity  of  work  done  is  supposed  by  the 
keeper  not  to  exceed  nine  yards,  in  winter.  Allowing  it  to  be  nine  yards,  this 
would  give  the  earnings  twenty-two  and  a  half  cents  per  day,  at  the  lowest  prices, 
in  the  shortest  days.  In  the  summer  season,  the  task  is  fourteen  yards  per  day. 
Suppose  them  in  summer  to  fall  short  of  their  task  one  yard  per  day,  as  in  winter, 
and  weave  but  thirteen  yards  ;  they  would  earn  thirty-two  and  a  half  cents  per 
day  in  summer.  This  is  supposing  the  lowest  prices  for  all  the  looms.  But  many 
of  the  looms  weave  cloth  for  three  cents,  and  three  and  a  half  cents,  per  yard,  and 
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the  country  looms  for  ten  cents  a  yard.  In  such  cases,  the  business  is  much  more 
advantageous  to  the  State  than  in  the  cases  above  mentioned.  But  with  the  most 
favorable  supposition  to  the  weaving  department,  and  the  most  unfavorable  to  the 
State,  it  appears,  that  the  men  in  the  weave  shop  can  earn,  in  winter,  each  twenty- 
two  anda  half  cents  a  day,  and  in  summer  thirtj^-two  and  a  half  cents  per  day ;  or 
an  average,  for  the  whole  year,  of  twenty-seven  and  a  half  cents  per  daj'.  The  or- 
dinary day's  work,  in  town,  for  hired  hands,  is  twenty  yards,  and  the  lowest  price 
three  cents  per  yard,  by  w^hich  a  weaver  in  town,  at  the  most  moderate  estimate  in 
weaving  the  same  goods,  can  earn  sixty  cents  per  day.  But  in  the  Prison,  accord- 
ing to  the  ofl&cial  returns  to  the  committee,  the  weavers  earn  but  eighteen  cents 
per  day  ;  or,  if  the  spoolers  are  included,  they  earn  but  twelve  cents  and  a  fraction. 
Thus,  in  this  most  extensive  branch  of  business,  if  the  returns  are  correctly  made, 
the  men  do  not  pay  their  part  of  the  expenses  by  six  cents  and  eight  mills  per  day 
each.  They  earn  twelve  cents,  and  they  cost  eighteen  cents  and  seven  mills. 
Here,  too,  the  explanation  is  the  same  as  in  the  shoe  shop.  The  contractors  do  not 
supply  work,  or  the  overseer  does  not  keep  them  at  it.  The  principal  keeper  says, 
"  that  many  hundred  days  are  lost  in  consequence  of  the  contractors  not  supplying 
work;"  and  one  of  the  inspectors  testified,  "  that  he  had  been  into  the  shop  and 
found  the  overseer  asleep  at  his  post."  The  same  witness  says,  "  the  prisoners 
leave  their  shops  when  they  choose,  and  things  are  pretty  much  out  of  sorts  at  the 
Prison," 

Besides  weavers  and  shoemakers,  it  appears,  from  the  official  returns,  that  two 
MEN  were  employed  as  coopers;  and  this  department  produced  for  the  State,  from 
the  labor  of  these  men,  in  the  course  of  the  ye?iv,  fifteen  dollars  and  seventy-three 
cents.  Four  were  employed  in  sawing  stone ;  and  this  department  produced  for 
the  labor  of  these  four  men,  in  the  course  of  the  year,  twenty-nine  dollars  and 
thirty-two  cents;  three  were  employed  as  tailors,  and  five  in  spinning;  but  the 
proceeds  of  their  labor  cannot  be  ascertained  from  the  returns  ;  twenty-nine 
promiscuous  hands,  including  all  the  above  except  the  w^eavers  and  shoemakers, 
having  their  food  and  clothes  found  them,  earned,  on  an  average,  according  to  the 
official  returns, ^ue  cents  per  day  each.  From  the  same  return  it  appears,  that  the 
whole  number  earned  on  an  average  te7i  cents  and  four  mills  per  day,  and  cost 
eighteen  cents  and  eight  mills. 

The  committee  would  not  express  an  opinion,  whether  these  very  unfavorable 
results,  provided  the  returns  are  correctly  made,  are  to  be  attributed,  to  which  of 
the  three  following  causes,  in  the  greatest  degree  :  to  the  construction  of  the  Prison, 
which  admits  of  such  combination  in  villany  during  the  night,  and  such  conceal- 
ment in  idleness  during  the  day  ;  to  the  neglect  of  the  overseers  ;  or  to  the  imper- 
fection of  the  contracts,  which  do  not  make  the  contractors  liable  if  the  men  in 
their  employ  are  not  supplied  with  work.  All  three,  in  the  opinion  of  the  commit- 
tee, are  evils  demanding  a  speedy  remedy. 

That  they  are  not  necessary  evils,  subjecting  the  State  to  such  heavy  expenses, 
for  the  support  of  the  Prison,  is  evident  from  a  comparison  between  the  State  Prison 
in  New  Jersey,  and  the  new  State  Prison  in  Connecticut,  in  regard  to  their  expenses 
and  earnings  during  the  last  year. 

The  New  Jersey  Prison  had  ninety  prisoners ;  the  Connecticut,  ojie  hundred 
and  thirty-four. 

The  expenses  of  the  New  Jersey  Prison  were ^6,199  00 

The  expenses  of  the  Connecticut  Prison  were 5,876  13 

The  expenses  of  the  New  Jersey  Prison,  for  the  support  of  ninety 
prisoners,  exceed  the  expenses  of  the  Connecticut  Prison  for 
the  support  of  one  hundred  and  thirty-four  prisoners 322  87 

The  earnings  of  the  New  Jersey  Prison  were 3,427  98 

The  earnings  of  the  Connecticut  Prison  were 9,105  54 

The  earnings  of  the  Connecticut  Prison  exceed  the  earnings  of  the 

New  Jersey  Prison 5,677  56 

And  the  expenses  of  the  Connecticut  Prison  are  less  than  the  ex- 
penses of  the  New  Jersey  Prison 322  87 

This  is  the  view  which  the  committee  have  taken  of  the  expenses  and  earnings 
of  the  Prison. 
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The  document,  from  which  the  above  results  are  taken,  is  herewith  submitted, 
marked  E. 

Besides,  among  the  official  documents  returned  to  the  committee,  it  is  stated,  that 
one  hundred  and  thirty-three  dollars  and  twenty-one  cents  are  due  from  the  State 
to  the  convicts  for  overstint.  This,  however,  makes  no  part  of  the  trial  balance 
sheet,  as  it  ought,  if  it  is  due.  The  under  keepers  say  it  is  due,  the  principal  keeper 
says  it  is  not.  From  one  sheet  of  the  official  returns,  it  would  appear  to  be  due. 
From  the  other,  on  which  the  other  debts  of  the  institution  are  stated,  and  the  trial 
balance  sheet,  it  appears  not  to  be  due. 

One  of  tlie  inspectors  testifies,  "  that  the  accounts  do  not  show  exactly  the  amount 
made  or  lost.  He  understood  from  the  clerk,  that  there  were  outstanding  bills  not 
handed  in.  He  coincides  with  the  other  witnesses,  that  the  inventory  was  taken 
generally  by  the  keeper,  and  principally  by  copying  the  old  inventory,  so  that  the 
State  could  not  know  from  year  to  year  what  is  lost."  Once  in  several  years  the 
inventory  would  be  taken  right.  By  this  mode  of  taking  the  inventory,  it  will  be 
perceived,  there  would  be  a  heavy  loss  all  at  once,  while  the  State  would  appear,  from 
year  to  year,  not  to  be  losing  more  than  Jive  thousand  dollars  annually. 

Of  the  Food,  Fuel,  Number  of  Officers,  Location,  and  Remedy  for 
Existing  Evils. 

The  principal  articles  of  food,  with  the  quantities  and  prices,  during  the  last 
year  were 

273   cwt.  2  qrs.  17  lbs.  of  rye  flour,  from  $1  62<|  to  2  50 

per  cwt $449  51 

40  cwt.  corn  meal,  from  $1  to  1  12!^  per  cwt 43  12 

Other  flour  and  meal  bought  by  the  bushel  and  barrel         .     .     101  37 


Total  cost  of  bread  stuff $594  00 

6129  lbs.  of  beef,  from  3  to  3^  cents  per  lb $197  16 

4352  do.  pork,  from  4^  to  5  cents 206  61 

1969  do.  hogs'  heads,  from  2^  to  3  cents 48  10 

7500  herring,  at  $1  per  thousand 7  50 

1  beefs  head 25 


Total  cost  of  meat $459  62 

1232  gallons  of  molasses,  from  28  to  40  cents  per  gallon  .     .     .  428  16^ 
178  bushels  of  potatoes,  from  23  to  33  cents  per  bushel   ...     53  12| 


Total, $481  29 

Recapitulation. 

Bread  stuffs 44,699  lbs.     .     .     .  cost  .     .     .  $594  01^ 

Meats 12,450   "       ...       "  ...     451  87| 

Molasses 39,424  gills  ...       "  ...     428  16| 

Potatoes 13,392  pints  ...       "  ...       53  12.| 


$1527  18 
Other  and  smaller  articles  of  food 66  01 J 


To*al  expense  of  food $1593  19<i 

The  proportion  of  each  article,  which  this  would 

iiivo  to  each  man  daily,  estimating  the  number 

of  men  at  ninety,  is 1  lb.  4  oz.  3-10  of  bread  stuffs. 

6  "    2-10  of  meat.' 

1  gill  2-10  of  molasses. 

1  gill  G-10  of  potatoes. 

It  will  be  observed,  that  the  molasses  costs  almost  as  much  as  the  meat,  and  eight 
times  a^  much  as  the  vegetables.  The  committee  are  sati-fied,  that  this  is  out  of 
all  just  proportion  ;  that  the  molasses  should  be  diminished  from  one  gill  and  2-10 
to  A  a  tiill,  which  would  save  on  ihe  molasses  two  hundred  and  thirty-nine  dollars 

H2 
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76  cents  annually ;  that  the  sum,  thus  saved  on  the  molasses,  be  expended  for 
beef,  so  far  as  to  make  the  ration  of  beef  one  half  more  than  it  now  is.  The  allow- 
ance of  beef  the  last  year  has  been  only  three  ounces  to  each  man  per  day,  the  cost 
of  which  was  one  hundred  and  ninety-seven  dollars  16  cents.  The  change  we 
recommend  is,  that  out  of  the  two  hundred  and  thirty-nine  dollars  76  cents,  saved 
on  molasses,  one  hundred  and  ninety-seven  dollars  16  cents,  be  expended  to  pur- 
chase beef,  which  will  give  six  ounces  of  beef  instead  of  three  ounces.  This  dim- 
inution of  molasses,  and  increase  of  beef,  will  enable  the  men  to  work  with  more 
strength,  and  we  shall  still  have  forty-two  dollars  60  cents  saved  on  the  molasses. 

We  recommend  further,  that  the  Indian  meal  be  diminished  from  6  ounces  and 
6-10  per  day  to  4  ounces.  The  men,  many  of  them,  complain  that  they  have  too 
much  mush  and  molasses.  This  will  save  forty-four  dollars  annually  on  the  mush. 
That  the  money  thus  saved  shall  be  expended  for  potatoes,  which  will  increase  the 
quantity  of  potatoes  from  one  gill  and  6-10  to  three  gills. 

We  recommend  also,  that  the  rye  flour  be  diminished  from  14  ounces  and  9-10  to 
12  ounces,  which  will  save  on  this  article  one  hundred  and  ten  dollars  ;  that  thirty- 
eight  dollars  and  40  cents  of  the  sum  thus  saved  be  expended  for  potatoes,  which 
will  increase  the  allowance  of  potatoes  to  one  pint;  and  that  the  remaining  seventy- 
one  dollars  60  cents  saved  on  the  rye  flour,  together  v/ith  the  forty-two  dollars  60 
cents  saved  on  the  molasses,  be  expended  for  beef,  which  will  increase  the  allow- 
ance of  beef  to  eight  ounces  per  day,  by  increasing  the  expenses  of  the  State  on  the 
provisions,  nineteen  dollars  24  cents,  annually. 

Any  two  men  in  the  weave  shop,  on  the  custom  work,  in  consideration  of  this 
change  and  improvement  in  the  ration,  may  easily  make  up  this  deficiency,  by  the 
additional  work  performed.  The  ration,  when  changed,  will  stand  thus  per  day  : — 
%  lb.  rye  flour,  and  ^  lb.  corn  meal,  «^  lb.  beef,  and  3  ounces  of  pork,  1  pint  of  po- 
tatoes,'and  i  a  gill  of  molasses ;  and  the  smaller  items,  salt,  &c.  amounting  to  $66  01^ 
unaltered. 

This  ration  would  nearly  resemble  the  ration  in  those  Prisons  where  the  men 
more  than  support  themselves. 

The  fuel  required  in  the  Prison,  as  it  is  now  constructed,  amounted  last  year  to 
one  hundred  and  one  cords  and  a  half  of  wood,  twelve  and  a  half  tons  of  stone 
coal,  and  two  hundred  and  ninety-four  bushels  of  charcoal,  at  an  expense  of  five 
hundred  and  twenty-three  dollars  93  cents.  Eight  stoves  are  used  to  warm  forty 
night  rooms,  while,  in  a  properly  constructed  Prison,  two  stoves  would  w-arm  one 
hundred  and  fifty.  Twenty-two  fires  are  used  to  warm  the  whole  establishment, 
and,  as  the  Prison  is  constructed,  the  committee  do  not  see  how  any  of  these  fires 
can  be  dispensed  with ;  while,  in  a  well  constructed  Prison,  the  committee  are 
convinced,  from  the  returns  of  the  new  Piison  in  Connecticut,  that  the  number  of 
fires  required  is  so  much  less  as  to  diminish  the  expense  in  the  article  of  fuel  more 
than  three  hundred  dollars  annually. 

The  number  of  officers  required  in  this  Prison,  to  promote  a  wholesome  discipline, 
must  be,  according  to  the  testimony  which  the  committee  has  received,  seven, 
where  there  are  now^  but  three  ;  that  is,  an  increase  of  four,  at  four  hundred  dollars 
per  annum  each.  This  would  increase  the  expenses  sixteen  hundred  dollars  annu- 
ally, while  the  present  number  of  officers,  in  a  well  constructed  Prison,  would  se- 
cure a  better  discipline  than  the  number  thus  increased  in  the  old  Prison.  The 
difference  of  expense,  then,  in  the  old  Prison,  and  in  a  new  and  well  constructed 
Piison,  as  to  the  number  of  officers  and  the  fuel,  would  be  one  thousand  nine  hun- 
dred dollars  annually,  or  the  interest  of  thirty-one  thousand  six  hundred  and  fifty- 
six  dollars — a  sum  sufficient  to  build  a  new  Piison. 

The  location  is  unfavorable  for  business.  No  man  would  think  of  selecting  that 
as  a  good  place  for  the  transaction  of  a  large  business.  If  Trenton  is  the  town  for 
the  Pii-;on,the  present  site  is  not  the  place  for  it.  It  is  without  natural  advantages. 
It  wa>  put  where  it  is,  because  a  man  gave  the  land  to  build  it  on.  It  is  estimated 
that  the  least  difference  between  the  expense  of  transacting  the  business  of  the 
Pri-on  where  it  is,  and  in  town,  w^ould  be  three  hundred  dollars  annually.  The 
Prison,  then,  with  its  present  location  and  construction,  has  physical  disadvantages, 
viz.  :  on  the  location,  annually,  $300  ;  on  fuel,  $300  ;  and  on  the  number  of  offi- 
cers, $1600;  which  would  make  a  difference  of  two  thousand  two  hundred  dollars 
annually,  between  the  old  Prison  and  a  new  one,  which  is  the  interest  of  thirty- 
five  thousand  dollars — a  sum  more  than  sufficient  to  build  a  new  Prison. 

These  considerations  are  entirely  independent  of  the  greater  security,  industry, 
and  more  productive  labor,  which  can  be  secured  in  a  new  Prison  ;  by  breaking  up 
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the  traffic,  combinations  in  villany,  attempts  to  escape,  riots,  fighting,  gambling, 
making  cards  and  counterfeit  coin.  The  committee  see  no  reason  why  these  evils 
cannot  be  removed  in  New  Jersey  as  well  as  in  Connecticut,  nor  why  the  State 
Prison  in  New  Jersey,  like  that  in  Connecticut,  should  not,  instead  oi"  being  an  ex- 
pense to  the  State  of  five  thousand  dollars  annually,  be  a  source  of  income  of  three 
thousand  dollars  annually. 

The  directors  of  the  new  Prison  in  Connecticut  say,  in  their  last  report  to  the 
Legislature,  "  We  found  a  system  in  operation  at  the  old  Prison,  vi-hich  had,  for  ten 
years  previous  to  its  abandonment,  occasioned  to  the  State  an  expense  of  $84,634  05 
over  and  above  its  earnings,  which  sum  had  been  drawn  from  the  treasury ;  bein^ 
an  average  deficit  of  more  than  $8,400  per  annum.  We  found  the  moral  results  ot 
the  system  to  be  more  unfortunate  than  the  pecuniary,  and  that  all  its  tendencies 
were  to  debase  and  corrupt  the  convict.  The  new  Prison,  for  the  year  ending  on 
the  first  of  April  last,  after  defraying  every  expense  for  its  management  and  sup- 
port, has  earned  to  the  State  $3,229  41  ;  making  a  diflference  to  the  State,  between 
the  old  and  new  Prison,  of  $11,629  41  annually — an  annuity  more  than  sufficient,  in 
three  years,  to  cover  the  expense  of  building  the  new  Prison. 

"  The  results  of  the  experiment,"  say  the  directors,  "  are  now  before  the  public. 
We  can  truly  say,  they  have  exceeded  our  highest  anticipations,  both  as  it  respects 
their  moral  and  pecuniary  character." 

Your  committee  have  yet  to  learn  why  such  results  cannot  be  realized  in  New 
Jersey,  as  well  as  in  Connecticut. 

Thus  the  committee  on  the  State  Prison  has  endeavored  to  submit  the  facts,  in 
the  case  now  before  them,  in  a  full  and  impartial  manner.  These  have  produced, 
in  the  minds  of  the  committee,  an  unanimous  opinion,  that  the  construction  of  the 
Prison  is  altogether  wrong,  and  does  not  admit  of  being  essentially  corrected  in  the 
old  establishment.  The  discipline,  in  consequence,  in  great  part,  of  the  construc- 
tion, may  be  called  disorder  rather  than  discipline.  The  escapes  have  been,  so  far 
as  our  knowledge  extends,  without  a  parallel,  principally  in  consequer-ce  of  the 
imperfection  of  the  buildings.  The  punishments,  from  the  same  disadvant-  gcs  in 
construction,  have  been  very  severe,  to  prevent  riots,  insurrections,  and  escapes. 
The  committee  greatly  lament  the  facts  in  evidence,  on  this  part  of  the  subject. 
The  deaths  are  more  numerous  than  they  would  be  in  a  Prison  well  constructed 
and  well  ventilated.  The  recommitments  are  numerous  in  proportion  to  the  num- 
ber of  convicts  ;  and  the  cases  of  reformation,  few  or  none  ;  because  the  men  are 
associated  together  day  and  night  for  i^urposes  of  mutual  corruption  ;  and  this 
cannot  he  prevented  in  these  buildings. 

The  expense  of  supporting  the  establishment  is  very  heavy,  and  this  too,  in  great 
part,  because  the  men  cannot  be  kept  at  their  business. 

The  difficulties  among  the  officers  are  greatly  to  be  lamented.  If  the  construc- 
tion of  the  Prison  is  such,  that  the  prisoners  provoke  the  under  officers,  because 
they  do  not  stay  in  their  places,  and  mind  their  business,  and  the  under  officers  pro- 
voke the  principal  keeper  because  they  do  not  stay  in  their  places  and  mind  their 
business  ;  this  is  no  sufficient  excuse  for  passion,  profane  swearing,  and  wran 
gling  among  the  officers ;  these  things  should  have  no  place  in  this  public  insti- 
tution, which  has  written  over  its  door,  "  The  New  Jersey  Penitentiary." 

We  have  recommended  an  alteration  in  the  food  of  the  prisoners,  for  the  purpose 
of  giving  them  more  health  and  strength  to  labor,  without  any  considerable  addi- 
tional expense  for  food  to  the  State  ;  and  we  think  we  have  shown,  that  there  is  a  dif- 
ference, necessarily,  of  more  than  ttvo  thousand  dollars  a  year, het.v,-ccnihe  expense 
of  supporting  the  old  Prison,  and  a  new  one,  in  consequence  of  the  quanlily  of  fuel, 
and  the  number  of  officers  required  in  the  old  Prison,  and  the  inconvenience  of  its 
location.  In  this  connexion,  we  think  we  have  shown,  also,  from  the  example  of 
the  State  of  Connecticut,  Aou?  the  State  of  JVew  Jersey  can  save,  in  a  few  years,  by 
building  a  new  Prison,  a  sum  more  than  sufficient  to  defray  all  the  expenses  of 
its  construction. 

The  committee  therefore  recommend,  with  entire  unanimity,  the  building  of  a 
new  Prison,  on  the  general  plan  of  those  at  Auburn,  in  A'^cw  Vork,  and  at  Weth- 
ersfield,  in  Connecticut 

The  committee  beg  leave  to  state  to  the  Legislature,  that  the  Prison  Discipline 
Society  at  Boston  has  appropriated  and  expended  in  our  State  Prison,  for 'he  purpose 
of  moral  and  religious  instruction,  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  seventy-one  dollars, 
in  different  sums  and  at  different  periods,  which  amount,  they  recommend,  should 
be  refunded  to  the  Society. 
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In  concluding  the  Report,  the  committee  consider  themselves  bound  to  acknowledge 
publicly  the  great  benefit  and  advantage  which  they  have  received  from  the  Rev. 
Louis  Dwight,  the  secretary  of  the  Prison  Discipline  Society  in  Boston. 

His  intimate  acquaintance  with  every  thing  touching  the  subject  of  Prison  disci- 
pline, and  the  information  which  the  committee  has  derived  from  him,  have  greatly 
facilitated  the  researches  and  examinations  of  the  committee,  and  highly  merit  the 
thanks  of  the  Legislature. 


1°  Dodd'  }  (Committee  of  Council. 


A.  Howell 
Amz 


Charles  Hillard,  "^ 

LiTTLEToisr  KiRKPATRiCK,  [  Committee  of 
Ferdinand  S.  Schenck,      [      Assembly. 
Isaac  Hinchman,  J 


Document   (B,) 

Showing  the  number  of  prisoners  who  are  supposed  to  have  died  in  consequence 
of  being  severely  punished  in  the  cells  for  disobedience,  &.c. 

William  Thomas,  died  17  December,  1809. 

Thomas  Steward,  "  23  July,  1811. 

John  O.  Brian,  "       6  Sept.  1823. 

Wilham  Bower,  "  25  April,  1816. 

John  Brown,  "  10  Sept.  1821. 

Tunis  Cole,  "  22  August,  1822. 

Aaron  Strattain,  "  20  Nov.  1827. 

Thomas  Somes,  "  29  Nov.  1827. 

Pomp  Cisco,  "  29  Sept.  1828. 

Peter  Marks,  "  29  Feb.  1820. 


Document  (D,) 

Trenton,  Jan.  30th,  1830 


JVew  Jersey  Treasury  Department,  ) 


To  His  Excellency  Peter  D.   Vroom,  Esq. 

Sir — In  compliance  with  the  request  contained  in  your  note  of  this  morning,  I 
herewith  annex  a  statement,  showing  the  general  as  well  as  the  annual  operation 
of  the  New  Jersey  State  Prison,  on  this  department,  from  1797,  the  time  the  first 
appropriation  was  made  for  its  erection,  up  to  1829,  inclusive.  The  statement  in- 
cludes all  expenses  incurred  in  transportation  of  prisoners,  costs  of  prosecution, 
erection  of  Prison,  officers'  salaries,  &c.  &c.,  by  which  it  appears  that  the  annual 
average  loss  is  about  five  thousand  dollars;  the  whole  loss  being  $164,963  01.  It 
will  also  appear  by  the  statement,  that  in  1809,  1810,  1812,  and  1813,  there  were 
balances  in  favor  of  the  Prison.  These  results  did  not  arise  from  the  operation  of 
the  Prison  in  any  of  those  years.  They  grew  out  of  the  sales  of  articles  manufactured 
in  former  years.  From  the  best  information  that  I  have  been  able  to  obtain,  I 
think  myself  safe  in  saying,  that  the  Prison  has  not  supported  itself  in  any  one  year 
since  its  erection. 

I  am.  with  great  respect,  your  obedient,  humble  servant, 

Charles  Parker. 


Statement  as  follows  : 

1797.  Paid  Prison  agent $14,327  18 

1798.  "         "         «     13,545  92 

1799.  "         "         "     13,285  45 
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1800.  Paid  keeper $5,579  03 

1801.  "         "       5,079  27 

1802.  "         "       3,255  13 

1803.  "         "       7,862  86 


1804. 
1805. 


1806. 
1807. 
1808. 


.  3,179  38 
.  2,856  95 

21,776  29 

6,036  33 

$2,607  29 
.  1,834  65 
.  2,486  73 

$68,968  17 

6,978  67 

Cr. 

1809.  By  received  from  keeper $5,146  21 

1810.  «  "  «  "      8,910  50 

1812.  "  "  "  "      1,264  84 

1813.  "  "  "  "       738  25 


$75,946  84 


16,059  80 


Balance  against  the  Prison        $59,887  0-4 
Dr. 


1811. 
1814. 
1815. 
1816. 
1817. 
1818. 
1819. 
1820. 
1821. 

1822. 


1823. 
1824. 
1825. 
1826. 
1827. 
1828. 
1829. 


To  paid  keeper $7,443  34 

"     4.135  50 

"     3,980  00 

"     6,354  55 

"     8,770  75 

"     9,859  24 

"     6,065  61 

"     1,872  50 

"     10,169  84 


"      "  "     5,805  00 

Transportation,  &c.. . . ,. 1,678  49 

To  paid  keeper 3,725  00 

Transportation,  &c 2,740  27 


paid  keeper 6,-331  00 

Transportation,  &c 2,160  31 


paid  keeper 3,350  00 

Transportation 1,444  43 


paid  keeper 2,025  00 

Transportation,  &.c 1,654  89 


paid  keeper 2,987  50 

Transportation 1,790  24 


paid  keeper 3,029  37 

Transportation,  &c 2,818  94 


paid  keeper 3,125  43 

Transportation,  &c 1 ,75^  52 


Total . 


58,651  33 

7,483  49 

6,465  27 

8,491  31 

4,794  43 

3,679  89 

4,777  74 

5,848  31 

4,885  00 

$164,963  81 
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Document  (E.) 
JSTew  Jersey  Prison — 90  Prisoners,  1829. 


Expenses. 

Provisions $1,593  19| 

Clothing 507  17 

Incidentals 345  12^ 

Furniture 18  15| 

Repairs 65  94 

Fuel 513  93 

Profit  and  Loss  Account 38  00 


Pay  of  officers . 


$3,081  50| 
.   3,117  50 

$6,199  00| 


Earnings. 

Nail  Factory $10  07^ 

Cooper  Shop 15  73| 

Plaster 355  35 

Sundry  Account 126  88 

Shoe  Shop,  or  Cordwainers.  .1,106  93.^ 

Weaving  Account 1,708  91 

Stone  sawing  Account 29  32 

Interest  Account 75  67^ 


$3,427  98 
3,081  50 

$346  48 


Connecticut  Prison — 134  Prisoners,  1829. 


Expenses. 

Provision $1,863  03 

Clothing  and  Bedding 495  20 

Fuel  and  IncidentaH 

Expenses  including  I   3  g^g  ^g 

the   Salary  of  the  j  ' 

OflBcers  J 

Hospital 139  12 


Earnings. 

Smith's  Shop $474  39 

Cooper's  Shop 1,258  88 

Shoe  Shop 3,540  62 

Nail  Shop 1,771  64 

Carpenter's  Shop 1,363  72 

Tailor's  Shop 15  84 

Labor  of  Lumpers 49  35 

614  58 
$5,876  13 

Earnings  of  Connecticut $9,105  54 

N.  Jersey 3,427  98 

Difference 5,677  56 

Expenses  of  N.  Jersey  more  than  Connecticut $  322  86^ 

Earnings  of  "  less  than  "  5,677  56 


Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Joel  Miller,  Warden  of  Maine  State  Prison,  dated 
Thomaston,  April  20,  1830. 

"  Since  I  entered  on  the  duties  of  my  office,  (July  1,  1828,)  a  convenient  build- 
ing has  been  erected  for  female  convicts,  enclosed  by  a  yard,  so  as  to  exclude  them 
entirely  from  the  view  of  the  males.  In  the  summer  of  1828,  twenty  additional 
cells  were  erected  on  the  west  wing  of  the  Prison.  The  moral  and  religious  in- 
struction imparted  to  the  convicts  has  been  limited  to  one  short  sermon  each  Sab- 
bath, until,  the  last  summer,  a  Sabbath  School  was  established  at  the  Prison.  I 
have  this  day  written  Moses  C.  Pilsbury,  Esq.,  warden  of  the  Connecticut  State 
Prison,  requesting  him  to  forward  me  his  views  on  the  subject  of  books,  as  well  as 
the  mode  of  instruction,  classing  the  convicts,  branches  taught,  &c.  Could  you 
find  time  and  opportunity  to  send  me  your  views  on  the  same  subject,  I  should  es- 
teem it  a  treasure  worth  preserving.  I  think  of  becoming  a  member  of  your  valu- 
able Prison  Discipline  Society,  (if  found  worthy.)  I  shall  send  to  the  Sabbath 
School  Union  Depository  in  Boston  for  the  books  for  the  school  and  library.  I  find 
it  difficult  to  ascertain,  with  accuracy,  the  number  of  convicts  who  were  intemper- 
ate drinkers  when  committed  ;  but  I  have  used  my  utmost  endeavors  to  ascertain 
the  fact  as  near  as  possible,  and  am  confident  that  I  hazard  nothing  in  saying,  that 
more  than  two  thirds  of  all  the  crimes,  for  which  the  convicts  are  now  suffering  im- 
prisonment in  this  Prison,  may  be  traced,  either  directly  or  indirectly,  to  an  intem- 
perate use  of  intoxicating  liquors.  Of  the  ninety-one  convicts  now  in  Prison,  sev- 
enteen were  unable  to  read  when  committed." 
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Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Hon.  John  H.  Cotton,  Superintendent  of  the  State 
Prison,  dated  Windsor,  Vermont,  May  5,  1830. 

"  We  have  preaching  and  other  reUgious  exercises  on  the  Lord's  day,  and  a 
school  for  the  instruction  of  those  who  come  in  destitute  of  any  education,  contain- 
ing, upon  an  average,  for  the  year,  fifteen  scliolai-s. 

As  far  as  information  can  be  obtained,  in  relation  to  the  habits  of  the  convicts 
previous  to  their  coming  to  Prison,  the  generality  of  them  acknowledge,  that  the 
too  free  use  of  ardent  spirits  was  the  great  cause  of  the  commission  of  the  crimes 
for  which  they  were  convicted." 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  the  Clerk  of  the  Baltimore  Penitentiary,  dated  Balti- 
more, April  17,  1830. 

"  The  keeper  regrets  that  the  copy  of  your  Reports,  which  you  mention  as 
having  sent,  did  not  reach  him.  It  should  have  arrived  at  the  same  time  with  your 
letter,  but  must  have  miscarried.  Your  letter  was,  however,  laid  before  the  direc- 
tors, a  few  days  since,  at  their  monthly  meeting ;  and  they  have  authorized  a  sub- 
scription for  one  hundred  copies.  The  amount  may  be  collected  either  through 
any  one  of  the  banks  in  this  city,  by  a  draft  upon  me  as  clerk  of  the  Penitentiary, 
or  transmitted  by  mail,  at  your  option." 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Samuel  P.  Parsoiis,  Keeper  of  the  Virginia  Peniten- 
tiary, dated  Richmond,  May  26,  1830. 

"  The  improvements  made  since  the  building  was  rebuilt,  in  1824,  consist  in  al- 
tering the  cells,  directed  by  the  law  of  1824,  from  dark  and  close  solitude,  to  hght 
and  more  airy  ones.  There  has  been  a  change  in  the  hospital  of  some  importance, 
though  this  department  is  still  very  far  short  of  the  most  desirable  change  to  com- 
plete the  system.  From  the  hospital  flows  a  very  immoral  influence,  after  sepa- 
rating convicts  at  night ;  and  I  question  much  whether  it  is  not  a  mockery  upon 
the  police  to  have  a  hospital  where  the  patients  are  associated,  day  and  night,  with- 
out restraint, — the  bad,  and  the  worse  than  bad,  the  subject  of  flattering  expecta- 
tion of  reformation,  and  the  irreclaimable,  all  grouped  together ;  the  one  instructed  to 
think  contemptuously  of  the  justice  of  that  punishment  calculated  to  reform,  and  ren- 
der him  useful  to  himself  and  country,  while  the  other  has  the  strongest  inducement 
to  feign  himself  sick,  to  be  transferred  to  the  place  of  all  others  the  most  congenial 
with  his  wishes.  We  rarely  have  a  scheme  of  villany,  or  improper  conduct  of  any 
kind,  that  is  unconnected  with  the  hospital.  A  greater  subdivision  of  the  rooms 
has  enabled  us,  for  the  last  twelve  months,  to  separate  all  the  prisoners  when  not 
at  labor,  (except  in  the  hospital.) 

The  moral  and  religious  instruction  consists  in  furnishing  each  convict  with  a 
Bible  and  other  books  calculated  to  improve  the  mind,  at  the  discretion  of  the 
superintendent,  and  occasionally  preaching  by  the  ministers  of  different  societies. 
We  have  no  room  large  enough  to  assemble  the  convicts  in  ;  and,  when  assembled,  it 
is  in  the  open  yard.  It  is  therefore  in  good  weather  only  that  we  can  have  the  ser- 
vice of  those  disposed  to  aid  us  in  the  work  of  reformation.  If  I  had  a  printed  copy 
of  my  report  to  the  governor  at  the  close  of  last  year,  I  would  send  it;  but  as  I  have 
not,  I  subjoin  an  extract  from  it,  on  this  subject. 

'  I  hope  I  shall  be  excused  for  remarking,  that,  notwithstanding  the  Prison  is  in 
beautiful  order,  under  a  good  and  efficient  police,  I  consider  it  defective  in  a  moral 
point  of  view;  believing,  as  I  do,  that,  while  government  is  punishing  offenders,  to 
the  terror  of  evil  doers,  and  to  correct  their  moral  habits,  it  should  extend  the  cor- 
rection to  the  improvement  of  the  mind,  so  far  as  to  give  those  entirely  destitute  of 
education  sufficient  to  enable  them  to  transact  the  common  business  of  life.  This 
instruction  I  would  not  extend  beyond  reading,  writing,  and  arithmetic  as  far  as 
the  rule  of  three.  Was  there  a  suitable  place  erected  for  a  chapel,  the  convicts 
might  receive  moral  and  religious  instruction,  without  adding  to  the  expenses  of 
the  institution.  A  school  would  be  organized  for  the  instruction  of  those  without 
education,  and  such  of  the  charitable  and  benevolent  ministers  of  the  gospel,  of  the 
various  denominations  of  Christians,  as  are  induced  to  administer  counsel  to  the 
convicts,  would  have  a  comfortable  room  to  meet  in.' 

We  have  but  little  sickness  except  such  as  has  been  contracted  before  conviction ; 
mostly  consumption  of  the  pulmonary  character,  and  the  dropsy,  having  their  ori- 
gin generally  in  intemperance  and  dissipation.     Of  the  number  confined  at  this 
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time,  there  are  thirty-two  that  have  been  hard  drinkers;  there  are  seventy-six 
that  cannot  read  and  write,  twenty  of  which  are  colored.  Some  are  well  informed, 
and  in  general  the  most  incorrigible  villains,  which  proves  to  my  mind,  that 
where  a  man  has  had  good  instruction,  with  the  best  opportunity  of  doing  well,  and 
departs  from  correct  principles,  and  continues  in  bad  habits,  he  becomes  more  hard- 
ened, and  is  the  object  of  less  hope,  than  he  who  has  not  had  the  same  opportunity." 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  B.  Leonard,  Keeper  of  the  Ohio  Penitentianj,  dated 
Columbus,  April  28,  1830. 

"  Our  Prison  has  always  been  a  sinking  institution,  to  the  amount  of  near  $10,000, 
annually.  The  Prison-yard,  buildings,  &c.,  occupy  about  one  andanhalf  acresof 
ground.  We  have  not  shops  sufficient  to  employ  more  than  eighty  men,  and  no 
room  in  the  yard  for  building  any  more,  leaving  seventy  men  constantly  unem- 
ployed. I  have  been  in  the  establishment  only  since  the  first  of  March ;  conse- 
quently my  knowledge  is  limited ;  but,  from  what  I  have  discovered,  I  am  satisfied 
that  we  must  abandon  the  system,  or  extend  the  Prison,  and  makearrangements 
for  solitary  confinement  at  night. 

You  inquire  how  many  have  been  addicted  to  the  use  of  ardent  spirits.  From 
an  inquiry  made  of  each  individual,  separate  and  apart  from  any  other,  last  Novem- 
ber, it  appeared  that  about  four  fifths  were  more  or  less  addicted  to  drinking  spirits, 
and  that  dissipation  was  principally  the  cause  of  their  crimes. 

Of  the  present  number  in  the  Prison,  about  two  thirds  of  the  number  can  read, 
and  about  one  half  can  write.  As  regards  improvements,  none  of  any  consequence 
have  been  made  of  late." 

Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Joel  Scott,  Keeper  of  the  Kentucky  Penitentiary,  dat- 
ed Frankfort,  Kentucky,  July  8,  1830. 

"  It  gave  me  much  pleasure  to  know  that  you  felt  an  interest  in  the  state  of  Pen- 
itentiaries and  of  Penitentiary  discipline  in  the  w' estern  country. 

The  Kentucky  Penitentiary  was  established  by  law  in  the  year  1798,  in  the  town 
of  Frankfort,  about  half  a  mile  distant  from  the  Kentucky  river.  The  exte- 
rior wall  is  built  of  rough  stone,  and  is  twenty-six  feet  in  height.  The  outer  wall 
encloses  about  two  acres  of  ground,  in  the  form  of  a  parallelogram.  The  principal 
buildings  are  a  three-story  brick  house,  used  as  an  office  and  store-house  ;  a  three- 
story  brick  building,  about  eighty  feet  long,  containing  nine  rooms,  used  as  work- 
shops, &c. ;  a  two-story  brick  building,  one  hundred  and  twenty  feet  long,  open 
above  and  below,  from  one  end  to  the  other,  used  as  work-shops;  also  a  two-story 
stone  building,  one  hundred  and  forty  feet  long,  divided  in  the  centre  by  a  passage 
running  from  one  end  to  the  other,  above  and  below,  on  the  sides  of  which  are  one 
hundred  single  cells,  each  about  seven  feet  long,  four  feet  broad,  and  seven  feet 
high,  used  as  dormitories  for  the  prisoners.     The  cells  are  kept  white  and  clean. 

Many  of  the  partitions  have  been  torn  away,  in  order  to  make  the  work-shops  as 
large  as  possible,  and  to  confine  the  prisoners,  when  at  work,  within  view  of  the 
ofiicers- 

The  prisoners  are  lodged,  from  dark  to  day-light,  in  separate  cells,  which  are  light- 
ed and  aired  by  means  of  two  grated  windows,  one  on  each  side  of  the  cell.  They 
lie  upon  beds  stuffed  with  straw  or  shavings,  vrith  covering  suitable  to  the  season. 
The  cells  are  without  fire.     The  cells  are  swept  daily,  and  washed  weekly. 

A  physician  is  employed,  at  a  salary  of  $100  per  annum.  The  Prison  is  entirely 
destitute  of  a  hospital  and  nurse,  as  they  are  but  little  needed  :  sickness  and  death 
being  rare  among  the  prisoners.  In  the  last  five  years,  one  prisoner  has  been  shot 
by  the  guard,  one  has  been  slabbed  by  his  fellow  prisoner,  one  has  been  hung,  and 
one  has  died  of  a  disease  under  which  he  had  been  long  laboring. 

There  are  now  in  this  Prison  two  black  and  ninety-five  white  persons,  all  males. 
About  forty-six  lost  their  parents  before  they  were  sixteen  years  old ;  about  thirty 
of  them  cannot  read;  eighteen  or  twenty  have  been  habitual  drunkards,  and  more 
than  two  thirds  of  the  whole  number  attribute  their  confinement,  directly  or  indi- 
rectly, to  iatemperance." 
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ANNUAL    MEETING. 


The  Society  held  its  Sixth  Annual  Meeting  on  Tuesday,  May  24, 
at  12  o'clock,  M.,  in  Park  Street  Meeting-House. 

The  President  of  the  Society,  Samuel  T.  Armstrong,  Esq.,  in 
the  chair. 

The  meeting  was  opened  by  reading  the  18th  chapter  of  Matthew, 
by  Rev.  Mr.  Fairchild.  Prayer  was  then  offered  by  Rev.  Mr.  Blag- 
den  :  after  which  the  Treasurer  exhibited  his  annual  statement  of  the 
funds,  and  the  Secretary  read  extracts  from  the  Annual  Report. 

The  Hon.  Alexander  H.  Everett  offered  a  resolution  recommend- 
ing the  acceptance  of  the  Report,  which  was  seconded  by  Rev.  Dr. 
Hewitt. 

On  motion  of  Rev.  Mr.  Potter,  seconded  by  Alfred  D.  Foster,  Esq., 

of  Worcester, 

Resolved,  That  the  condition  of  Poor,  Imprisoned  Lunatics,  de- 
serves the  particular  and  persevering  exertions  of  this  Society,  and  all 
the  friends  of  humanity. 

Mr.  Everett  and  Mr.  Potter  addressed  the  meeting  in  support  of 
the  resolutions  they  offered. 


ANNUAL  REPORT. 


The  Board  of  Managers  of  the  Prison  Discipline  Society,  in  pre- 
senting their  Sixth  Annu?.I  Report,  have  occasion  to  acknowledge  the 
goodness  and  severity  of  God ; — the  goodness  of  God,  in  mercifullj 
incHning  the  hearts  of  men  to  do  so  much,  during  the  past  year,  in  tliis 
department  of  Christian  benevolence;  and  the  severity  of  God,  in  re- 
moving by  death  one  of  its  beloved  life  members,  one  of  its  life  direc- 
tors, and  one  of  its  vice-presidents.  The  life  member  to  whom  wo 
allude,  resided  in  New  York ;  was  intimately  connected  with  the  great 
objects  of  benevolence  in  that  city  ;  died  at  sea  just  before  the  week  of 
the  anniversary  meetings,  and  was  often  mentioned  and  deeply  lamented 
by  the  different  societies  there,  as  he  deserves  to  be  here,  for  his  cordial 
cooperation  in  all  benevolent  designs.  When  the  heart  and  hand  of  such 
a  man  as  Archibald  Falconer  are  cold  in  death,  the  agents  of  benev- 
olent societies  feel  their  loss. — The  life  director,  whose  decease  we  are 
called  to  deplore,  possessed  the  same  spirit;  was  more  extensively  known  ; 
and  was  to  this  Society,  as  to  many  others,  among  the  earliest  and  most 
liberal  benefactors.  We  allude  to  Josiah  Bissell  of  Rochester,  New 
York.  We  have  heard  Mr.  Evarts  say,  if  there  were  twelve  such  men 
in  the  world,  it  would  hasten  the  approach  of  the  millennium. — The  vice- 
president  of  this  Society,  whose  death  we  most  deeply  feel,  was  a  friend 
to  this  object  before  the  Society  was  formed,  or  even  contemplated,  ex- 
cept, perhaps,  by  himself  His  comprehensive  mind,  his  deep  research, 
and  thorough  knowledge  of  the  world  in  which  we  live,  convinced  Mr. 
Evarts,  long  before  it  had  been  proposed,  that  the  ground  now  occupi- 
ed by  this  Society  was  a  field  for  observation  and  benevolent  action, 
which  must  not  be  neglected.  While  the  revered  man  of  whom  we 
speak,  thus  felt  and  reasoned,  and  gave  the  most  substantial  evidence  ot 
his  approbation  by  his  countenance,  patronage,  and  a  letter  of  credit 
which  would  have  furnished  Bibles  for  all  the  Prisons  in  the  land,  others, 
who  might  hare  esteemed  themselves  wiser  that  Mr.  Evarts,  looked  on 
with  indifference.  The  coolness,  decision,  heartfelt  approbation,  and 
letter  of  credit,  above  alluded  to,  written  in  the  full  strength  of  faith, 
and  confidence  of  hope  and  aftection,  for  the  purpose  of  recommending 
a  suitable  agent  to  examine  and  supply  destitute  Prisons  with  the  Bible, 
might  have  been,  for  aught  we  know,  the  hinge  on  which  the  very  exist- 
ence of  this  Society  depended.  It  was  written  to  the  Board  of  Mana- 
gers of  the  American  Bible  Society,  we  think,  in  October  1824,  about 
A2 
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seven  months  before  the  Prison  DiscipHiie  Society  was  formed.  We 
wish  we  had  the  letter  here,  and  probably  might  have  had  it,  greatly  to 
the  benefit  of  this  Society,  if  we  had  supposed  that  the  body  of  the  be- 
loved friend  who  wrote  it,  would  have  been,  at  the  very  time  of  reading 
the  Report,  on  the  way  to  this  city,  to  receive  the  last  honors  and  sor- 
rows which  we  can  express,  before  it  is  laid  in  the  tomb  beneath  this 
church.  Our  grief  at  his  death  we  should  not  know  how  to  bear,  if 
Heaven  was  not  brought  nearer  to  earth  by  it,  and  if  we  had  not  already 
seen  how  this  event  teaches  humility,  dependence  on  God,  tenderness 
of  heart,  brotherly  kindness,  and  submission  ;  and  if  we  did  not  regard 
it  as  the  act  of  God,  which  will  probably  produce  greater  effects  on 
the  churches  of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ  in  Christian  and  heathen  lands, 
than  the  personal  presence  of  our  departed  friend,  his  spirit  of  wisdom 
and  counsel,  and  his  correspondence  with  the  churches.  Besides,  we  think 
there  is  instruction  in  this  event,  in  regard  to  our  duty  as  a  nation  to 
the  Indians,  ichich  could  not  have  been  so  effectually  taught  loithout  the 
sacrifice.  Oh  that  all  being  wise,  who,  in  the  Divine  Mind,  have  any 
concern  in  this  death,  may  learn  fast,  and  continue  to  learn  for  a  long 
'ime,  v/hat  it  teaches ; — truth  to  the  false,  magnanimity  and  benevo- 
lence to  the  oppressor  and  the  covetous,  humility  without  ostentation, 
Godly  sorrow  for  personal  guilt  and  the  sins  of  the  world,  temperance, 
equanimity,  decision,  courage,  patient  labor  while  life  lasts,  love  to  Christ 
and  the  souls  of  men,  and  peace  in  death,  to  all  the  churches  of  our  Lord 
Jesus  Christ : — these  are  some  of  the  things  to  be  learnt  in  memory  of 
our  departed  friend. 

We  must  now  leave  this  part  of  the  subject,  and  proceed  to  the  plan 
of  the  Report. 

The  arrangement  will  be  GEoarvAPiiicAL,  and  the  topics  will 
BE,  Imprisonment  for  Debt,  State  Prisons,  Houses  of  Refuge 
FOR  Juvenile  Delinquepjts,  County  Prisons,  and  Asylums  for 
poor  and  imprisoned  Lunatics. 

MAINE. 

Imprisonment  for  Debt  in  Maine. — A  law  was  passed  in  March  last, 
to  abolish  imprisonment  for  debt,  and  to  punish  frauudlent  debtors.  The 
ostensible  object  in  passing  this  law  was,  to  exempt  the  honest  debtor 
from  arrest  and  imprisonment,  except  in  cases  where  fraud  is  alleged 
and  proved,  by  competent  witnesses,  before  an  impartial  tribunal.  The 
provisions  of  this  law  apply  to  all  debts  exceeding  five  dollars.  They 
give  the  execution  creditor  power  to  call  the  debtor  before  two  jus- 
tices of  the  quorum,  and  propose  interrogatories;  and  if  it  shall  appear, 
that  the  debtor  has  no  property,  except  such  as  is  by  law  exempt  from 
attachment,  and  that  he  has  not  been  guilty  of  fraudulent  concealment, 
the  justices  may  administer  the  poor  debtor's  oath  immediately,  provid- 
ed the  creditor  does  not  appeal  from  their  decision.  If,  on  examination, 
the  justices  are  satisfied  that  he  is  not  a  fit  subject  for  the  oath,  he  may 
be  committed  to  Prison  without  the  privilege  of  bail,  until  he  surrenders 
property  v/hich  he  may  have  concealed,  or  pays  the  debt.  This  law,  if 
properly  admiDistered,  may  probably  save  from  imprisonment  in  Maine 
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about  one  thousand  persons  annually.  Tlie  extent  of  the  evil,  which  it 
is  intended  to  remedy,  may  be  estimated  liom  the  list  of  cases  of  impris- 
onment, as  shown  by  the  Records  in  the  county  of  Lincoln  during  the 
last  year.* 

*  List  of  Debtors  committed  to  the  Prison  in  Wiscasset,  within  the  Count ij  of  Lincoln,  in 
the  course  of  the  year  ending  January  1,  1831. 


Debtors. 

Re,ia.-ncf.            1 

>minitcd. 

Debt.          CoslJ. 

Whose  Suit.  1 

1 

Discharged,  when  and  how. 

S.  H. 

Brttiiii;.!, 

Jan.      7 

'i  it  Oi) 

»>  J  e9 

IJ.  S. 

On  payment  of  costs,  Nov.  6 

11.  G.  P. 

Alna, 

].-. 

25  5') 

8  19 

J.  L. 

Bailed  and  settled. 

VV.  H. 

VVal.loI);)ro', 

oo 

1125 

4  93 

J.S. 

"         "         " 

G.  F. 

Bo-.vJoiiiham, 

2:"? 

5  10 

3  25 

J.  VV.  S. 

cc          (c          (c 

Same, 

'( 

«' 

9  35 

4  15 

G.J. 

(C              ((              u 

J.  11. 

Drcsderi, 

""» 

1G20  25 

12  01 

C.  D.  C. 

By  creditor's  attorney,  Oct.  I* 

L.  W. 

Luchfi'jkl, 

29 

5  17 

3  12 

A.  T. 

Bailed  and  settled. 

i^ame. 

it 

3G9 

3  70 

T.  ofL. 

"        "         " 

C.  O. 

WaMoboro', 

30 

Taxes, 

T.  of  W. 

«          u          « 

T.  F. 

Alua, 

Feb.    6 

12  OJ 

5  40 

J.C. 

By  creditor,  Nov.  6. 

G.  n. 

Uresden, 

12 

10-27  10 

57  29 

U.S. 

Bailed. 

L.«. 

u 

" 

1516  76 

63  03 

<( 

" 

G.T. 

« 

" 

94137 

46  21 

(( 

Dv  sec.  of  treas.,  Nov.  10. 

A.  A. 

Richinon.-l, 

" 

1581  50 

68  02 

" 

d       U         U           C.                U       6. 

E.  H. 

Dres.len, 

1' 

941  37 

46  2! 

" 

cc      <c       cc        cc           cc     9. 

J.  C. 

(.i 

C( 

1027  18 

57  29 

" 

Bailed. 

D.  C. 

Richmond. 

<■<■ 

1351  59 

10  :V2 

(' 

i?y  sec.  of  treas.,  Nov.  6.     , 

E.  H. 

Dresden, 

u 

1351 .59 

49  3-3 

C( 

cc      cc        c.        cc            cc      9, 

K.  K. 

U 

u 

105  63 

29  30 

C( 

cc      cc       cc        cc            cc      6, 

J.  C. 

u 

C( 

C33  36 

50  94 

" 

Bailed. 

J.S. 

Richmond, 

u 

105  63 

29  3 ) 

«« 

Bv  sec.  of  treas.,  Nov,  6. 

W.  G. 

Dresden, 

18 

12  39 

5  89 

P.C. 

Bailed,  snpposed  settled. 

P.M. 

Lisbon, 

20 

1312 

4  09 

J.  T. 

Bv  poor  debtor's  oath,  M.ir.  9. 

J.  F. 

Ahiii, 

<( 

107  10 

9G8 

J.  S. 

By  creditor's  attorney,  Nov.  19. 

L.  T. 

Whitefield, 

t( 

20  00 

4  65 

B.  P. 

By  poor  debtor's  oath,  Sept.  9. 

J.C. 

Lisbon, 

23 

283  79 

18  90 

T.  W. 

Bailed,  and  no  return. 

G.  \V.  F. 

Thomaston, 

9  4-2 

4  07 

B.  R. 

(C            cc      cc        cc 

T.  B. 

Dresdei, 

24 

273  19 

7  21 

E.W. 

cc             C(      cc        (C 

J.  M.  R. 

Howdoin, 

20  03 

14  0-2 

J.C. 

By  poor  debtor's  oath,  Sept.  11. 

W.H.Jr. 

Jefferson, 

^". 

Co.'JtS, 

27  25 

?    B. 

Raileii,  v.o  rettirn. 

R.  A. 

Thomaston, 

Mar.  "2 

9  55 

3  59 

J.B.' 

By  poor  debtor's  oath,  Mar.  20» 

A.  H. 

u 

18  83 

■35  85 

J.  F. 

cc         cc                  cc                    cc                tC          CI. 

N.  C. 

P;.trick  To.  Plant. 

u 

6  94 

4:28 

S.  M. 

Bailed,  no  retnm. 

J.  P. 

WniteSeld, 

3 

49  74 

7  86 

E.W. 

cc          CC         (C 

I).  P. 

(( 

(1 

49  74 

7  86 

Same, 

cc           cc        (C 

W.  B. 

Boothbny, 

17 

Taxes, 

T.  of  VV. 

By  note  for  debt  and  costs,  Nov.  23 

S.  D. 

Thomaston, 

10  05 

392 

J.  H. 

Bailed. 

J.O. 

Litchfield, 

i: 

10  8-3 

5  09 

T.  B. 

C4 

►Same, 

" 

13  51 

6  00 

J.  D. 

" 

J.  L. 

No')Ieboro', 

19 

103  93 

10  6) 

W.  T. 

Bv  A.  S.  Oct.  11. 

R.  G. 

Union, 

112  8-2 

15  23 

I.  T. 

By  iwor  debtor's  oath,  Not.  30. 

P.O. 

Bath. 

21 

9161 

8  57 

J.  G. 

CC-'     CC        CC            cc      Dec.  15. 

D.C. 

liiberty. 

2i 

13  00 

10  78 

J.  L. 

Bailed,  no  retnm. 

J.  E. 

Bath, 

2') 

8127 

9  35 

W.L.W. 

cc          cc        cc 

i^iime, 

"i'. 

2.5  84 

14  79 

J.  M.  M. 

cc          cc        cc 

J.S. 

Woolwich, 

April  1 

5  50 

3  31 

J.S. 

Bv  plaintiff's  att.  Jan.  1,  1331. 

Sim!^, 

« 

Tax.  4  10 

135 

T.  ofW. 

Bailed. 

\V.  \\\ 

Nev/castlo, 

3 

9^57 

15  40 

L.&L.S. 

cc 

P.  T. 

ct 

u 

93  57 

15  40 

Same, 

cc 

J.  C.  Jr. 

Dresden, 

Mar.  31 

1027  IS 

.■)9  79 

U.S. 

By  sec.  of  treas..  May  14. 

F.  H. 

c< 

<{ 

1027  18 

59  79 

Same, 

"     "     "      "        Sept.  24. 

J.J. 

Washington, 

April  13 

137 

1  25 

.1.  F. 

By  creditor,  Oct.  28. 

R.  E. 

Dresden, 

IG 

10  55 

3  41 

M.  S. 

Bailed,  no  return. 

W.  B. 

i' 

it 

14  50 

4  tl^^ 

B.  S. 

ci           cc         cc 

W.  B. 

Boothbay, 

(< 

6  74 

91 

T.  of  W. 

{  By  notes  for  n  mount  of  both  e\r 
I      cations  aid  co.sts,  Not. 22. 

Same, 

<i 

Taxes, 

Same, 

VV.  D. 

Jefferson, 

" 

Tax.  1  9o 

1  55 

T. ofj. 

By  plaintiff,  May  5. 

J.S. 

Wi.oca'^pet, 

19 

179  64 

9.53 

J.J. 

By  plaintiff,  Dec.  31. 

S.P. 

Patrick  To.  Plant. 

21 

18  11 

5  07 

J.O. 

By  poor  debtor's  oath,  Oct.  22. 

Samo, 

« 

27 

Hi  00 

5  90 

ri.  M. 

J.E. 

Newcastle, 

24 

93  57 

15  65 

L.&L.S 

Bailed. 

A.R.  Jr. 

Dresden, 

May     1 

19  19 

3  83 

J.  C. 

By  poor  debtor's  oath,  Aug.  11- 

J.  P. 

Thomaston, 

^   11 

27  02 

10  04 

W.  R. 

N.  C. 

Bath, 

13 

10  00 

J.  Y. 

Bailed. 

B.  S.      ) 
R.  S.      \ 

Bath,                   ) 

(    81729 

144  16 

)            \ 

By  notes  for  costs  and  taking  tl 

15 

\    817  29 

|41  16 

r-\ 

oath,  Feb.  25,  1831. 

T.  B.      I 
J.H. 

Dresden,              ( 

\    81729 
f    817  29 

144  16 
144  16 

By  taking  the  oath,  May  17, 183 

37 
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State  Prison  at  Tliomaston. — This  Prison  contains  about  us  many 
•solitary  cells  as  convicts.  These  cells  are  so  constructed  and  arranged, 
that  evil  communication  is  in  a  great  measure,  if  not  entirely,  prevent- 
ed, while  the  men  are  confined  in  them,  which  is  about  one  half  of  the 
whole  time.  We  believe  that  each  cell  is  furnished  with  a  Bible,  and 
that  the  cells  are  so  constructed  as  to  admit  light  enough  to  read  in  the 
daytime.  A  large  part  of  time,  therefore,  is  spent,  by  the  convicts  in 
this  Prison,  in  silence  and  solitude,  with  the  Word  of  God  in  their  hands; 
so  that  those  who  can  read,  if  they  are  disposed,  have  a  favorable  oppor- 
tunity to  read  the  Bible,  without  shame,  and  with  none  to  take  the  good 
seed  out  of  their  hearts,  at  the  moment  it  is  planted  :  and  those  who 
cannot  read,  can  think.  In  compassion  to  those  who  cannot  read,  a 
Sabbath  school  has  been  instituted,  where  they  can  learn.  A  chaplain 
is  employed  to  superintend  it,  as  well  as  to  preach  the  gospel  ;  and  the 
warden  appears  to  be  a  man,  who  cooperates  with  the  chaplain  in  the 
moral  and  religious  instruction  of  the  convicts.     Joint  labor  is  perform- 


Debtors. 

Residence. 

Committed 
May     15 

Debt. 

Co  ts. 

Whose  Suit. 

Disclurged,  when  and  how. 

F.  B. 

VViscasset, 

D.  S. 

Bv  creditor,  May  17. 

M.  W. 

u 

n 

11  80 

5  50 

A.  W. 

Bailed. 

C.  L. 

Waldoboro', 

17 

<)6  22 

J.J. 

By  poor  debtor's  oath,  June  7. 

J.  E. 

Phipsburg, 

19 

104  03 

10  53 

D.  &S. 

K            <(                   (1                    tt                CC 

W.  A. 

Aina, 

<■<■ 

6  37 

3  45 

B.  W. 

Bailed,  no  return. 

Same, 

" 

u 

8  19 

2  25 

C.  W. 

((            U             (( 

P.  K.  Jr. 

Nobleboro, 

22 

18  5-2 

5  26 

W.  M. 

((             (1           (C 

E.H. 

Dresden, 

25 

306  74 

14  21 

B.  B. 

By  poor  debtor's  oath,  Nov.  29. 

W.K.2d. 

Newcastle, 

27 

5  20 

5  88 

J.  H. 

Closeconfinement,  Mar.  3,  1831. 

J.  B. 

Topsliam, 

Jane     2 

106  11 

9  1-i 

B.&H. 

By  poor  debtor's  oath,    " 

J.  VV. 

Alna, 

5 

10  25 

3  50 

J.  H.  S. 

Bailed. 

Same, 

" 

" 

6  00 

3  92 

H.  W. 

By  plaintiff's  att.  Jan.  18,  1831. 

T.B. 

Wiscasset, 

7 

65158 

10  45 

D.  P. 

Bailed. 

J.  K. 

Gorham, 

11 

20  00 

4  64 

E.  .S. 

By  creditor,  June  28. 

K.  F.  R. 

Union, 

16 

777  26 

23  56 

J.C. 

A.  H.  N. 

Lisbon, 

17 

9150 

23  12 

\\\  c.  s. 

I.  P. 

" 

18 

30  05 

13  84 

J.  B. 

Poor  debtor's  oath,  Nov.  11. 

A.  P. 

Newcastle, 

10  69 

5  40 

s.  s. 

Bailed. 

J.  C.Jr. 

Dresden, 

u 

38  60 

25 

A.J. 

(( 

J.  S. 

Bristol, 

(( 

155  55 

R.  R. 

it 

J.iJ. 

Lisbon, 

21 

43  84 

12  63 

B.  S. 

No  prov.  for  board,  June  29. 

T.  S.  R. 

Richmond, 

25 

54  76 

26  29 

E.H. 

By  poor  debtor's  oalL,  July  17. 

R.  K. 

" 

26 

5  00 

2  88 

J.  P. 

Bailed. 

M.J. 

Wasliinsfton, 

July       5 

30  59 

16  10 

H.a. 

No  prov.  for  board,  April  13,  »31. 

B.a. 

Tboma«ton, 

(.i 

26  68 

6  84 

J.  R. 

Bailed. 

1).  P. 

VVhitefield, 

« 

26  43 

8  63 

J.L.C. 

" 

Same, 

'« 

" 

12  50 

4  27 

R.  K.  P. 

" 

J.D. 

Edgecomb, 

7 

5  47 

5  40^ 

S  S. 

« 

J.C.  B. 

Litchfield, 

12 

6  90 

5  77 

N.  M. 

Poor  debtor's  oath,  May  12,     " 

Same, 

ti 

6  18 

4  25 

J.  L 

Bailed. 

C,  B. 

U 

C( 

5  33 

4  17 

E.  \N. 

Poor  debtor's  oath,  April  12,   " 

Same, 

" 

« 

5  01 

4  00 

A.  T. 

u          a              u            u       «     a 

Same, 

u 

({ 

7  80 

4  03 

J.G. 

((             ((                    ((               ((         ((       w 

M.  W. 

" 

(( 

16  42 

4  10 

L.  &P. 

Bailed. 

J.  B. 

" 

u 

18  74 

3  29 

J.  P. 

Poor  debtor's  oath,  May  12,     " 

N.J. 

Wa'jhington, 

14 

6  00 

5  20 

B.  K. 

No  prov.  for  board,  July,  23,    " 

J.  W. 

Waldoboro', 

16 

7  33 

5  78 

F.  C. 

Poor  debtor's  oath,  Mar.  21,    " 

F.  M. 

" 

26  74 

7  15 

P.O. 

No  provis.  for  board,  May  2,  " 

S.  T. 

Bath, 

July      17 

768  57 

1491 

1  No  ccecution  being  levied,  Aug. 
'      2, 1830. 

Same, 
Same, 

„ 

1I80I 
736  65 

13  75 

,G.  C. 

Same, 

(( 

(( 

138  72 

Same, 

«t 

u 

158  72 

P.  W. 

Waldoboro', 

2n 

19  61 

3.58 

.1.  L.  ,       ■ 

Bailed. 

S.  P. 

Jefferson, 

23 

63  02 

7  40 

R.  K.  P. 

Poor  debtor's  oath,  April  20,  '31. 

A.N. 

Wiscasset, 

2t) 

1.37  77 

9  48 

F.  T. 

"      Mar.  31,    « 

S.C. 

Newcastle, 

29 

14  60 

341 

J.  P. 

Bailed. 

F.  j: 

Warren, 

194  72 

14  3! 

L.  B. 

" 

E.  R. 

Union, 

t( 

15  28 

3  13 

T.  H. 

Poor  debtor's  oath,  April  2,      " 

o.  n. 

Newcastle, 

'M 

9  65 

3  75 

J.  D. 

By  creditor,  March  £.5,  183L 

C.  B.  R. 

Topsham, 

Aug.       2 

17  25     5  40 

T.J. 

"        Aug.  23. 

J.N. 

Thomaston, 

3 

19  33 

6  46 

E.H. 

No  provis.  May  14. 
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ed,  under  close  inspection,  when  the  convicts  are  neither  in  solitary  con- 
finement, nor  under  instruction ;  so  that  the  whole  time,  except  that 
allotted  to  sleep  and  food,  is  designed  to  be  filled  up  with  reading  and 
reflection,  instruction,  supervision  and  labor.  With  this  system,  we  be- 
lieve the  instances  are  not  solitary,  in  which  the  grace  of  God  has  prov- 
ed sufficient  to  turn  the  heart  from  sin  to  holiness.  We  have  the  evi- 
dence of  our  own  senses,  and  of  several  undoubted  witnesses,  concern- 
ing one  instance  of  most  remarkable  conversion  from  the  Prison,  in 
which  the  nature  has  been  changed  as  from  the  lion  to  the  lamb.  This 
man  was  a  terror  to  all  around  him.  Even  when  he  intended  to  do  no 
harm,  his  keepers  were  afraid  of  him.     We  have  heard  an  account  from 


Debtors. 

Residence. 

Committed. 

Debts. 

Costs. 

Whose  Suit. 

Discharged,  when  and  how. 

E.U. 

Union, 

Aug.       4 

16  35 

4  26 

P.T. 

Bypoordebtor'soath,Apr.2,lc5ai, 

G.  K. 

Waldoboro', 

5 

591 

3  76 

B.R. 

Bailed. 

I).  P. 

9 

5  94 

2  50 

H.  W.  C. 

By  poor  debtor's  oath,  Oct.  1. 

T.  S. 

Union, 

16 

13  27 

4  00 

S.  A. 

Noprovis.  May  21,  1831. 

J.  E. 

Newcastle, 

18 

3183 

13  63 

D.  C. 

Bailed. 

W.S. 

Thomaston, 

24 

1094  77 

13  23 

P.  H.  G. 

Bailed,  by  poor  debtor's  oatb. 

M.  M.  G. 

EJijeconib, 

25 

lOUO  00 

8175 

U.S. 

By  order  of  Gov.,  April  22,  1331, 

C.  S. 

JelTerson, 

27 

15  00 

3  41 

VV^  M. 

Bailed. 

J.  c. 

a 

" 

20  00 

3  66 

Same, 

" 

S.J. 

Washington, 

31 

25  00 

7  40 

0.  R.  H. 

Poor  debtor's  oath,  April  20,  '^ 

J.  M. 

Thomaston, 

" 

20  80 

125 

J.  K. 

U.  \\^ 

Waldoboro', 

Sept.     11 

2  J  00 

4  92  R.  H. 

No  provis.  for  board. 

J.C. 

Bristol, 

15 

17  87 

6  01    VV.  H. 

Poor  debtor's  oath.  May  19,    "^ 

H.  H. 

Thomaston, 

14 

934  58 

43  04 

U.S. 

By  sec.  of  treas.  June  18,        ' 

K.  F.  Pv. 

Union, 

20 

G.  B  C. 

II.  G. 

Richmond, 

Oct.       2 

14  83 

2  49 

M.S. 

Bailed. 

I.e. 

Topsham, 

5 

6  85 

2  53 

Same, 

a 

B.  R. 

Waldoboro', 

5 

23  82 

G.  B. 

" 

T.  H. 

Edgocomb, 

11 

13108 

15  97 

F.  T. 

By  plaintiff,  Jan.  4, 1831. 

R.  3.  O;!. 

Newcastle, 

12 

6  90 

361 

J.&B,Y. 

«        «          Oct.  26. 

D.  H. 

u 

13 

103  16 

8  66 

D.  M.  C. 

Bailed 

J.  R.  (J. 

Bristol, 

15 

56126 

16  10 

J.  B.  J. 

(( 

J.  D. 

Washington, 

16 

5  18 

B.  R. 

" 

W.  G. 

" 

" 

5  25 

3  68 

W.  C. 

" 

G.  C. 

« 

« 

25  53 

10  81 

H.  W. 

" 

N.  P. 

Bristol, 

18 

17  79 

3  25 

J.B. 

Bv  poor  debtor's  oath,  Not.  6. 

I.  D. 

Jefferson, 

21 

1129 

520 

S.J. 

Bailed. 

D.  M. 

u 

u 

12  30 

4  83 

J.  L.  C. 

a 

E.  H. 

Booth-bay, 

23 

7  36 

4  11 

T.  H.  M. 

Bv  creditor,  Oct.  28. 

G.  B. 

Bath, 

28 

157  50 

10  70 

J.  G. 

Bailed. 

B.J. 

Wiscasset, 

29 

5  82 

3  54 

S.  H. 

" 

O.K. 

Newcastle, 

30 

10  63 

283 

C.  B. 

(' 

D.  G. 

Topsham, 

Nov.       3 

422  94 

6  51 

T.  G.  S. 

C( 

1.0. 

Waldoboro', 

5 

8  45 

2  76 

I.  G.G. 

« 

A.  P. 

Whitefield, 

6 

9  45 

4  4ft 

R.  K.  P. 

" 

Same, 

(( 

5  21 

3  90 

R.G. 

" 

0.  W. 

Georgetown, 

15 

2<>.54 

10  .53 

J.O. 

n 

J.  B. 

Whitefield, 

18 

15  63 

4  52 

R.  K.  P. 

u 

Same, 

(I 

" 

7  42 

5  67 

V.  &  R. 

a 

B.  P. 

tt 

19 

136  08 

27  01 

J.  P.  B. 

It 

B.  B. 
E.  P. 

Nobleboro', 

20 

41  52 
4152 

12  76 
12  76 

W.  W. 
Same, 

I  By  creditor,  Dec.  25. 

E.N. 

Booth-bav, 

29 

60  65 

21  27 

A.  &  H. 

Bailed. 

D.  P. 

Whitefitild, 

30 

16  79 

371 

M.  M. 

Poor  debtor's  oath,  Jan.  8,  1831 

S.  T. 

Jefferson, 

14  77 

4  37 

J.D.M.C. 

Bailed. 

J.E. 

Bristol, 

Dec.        6 

20  00 

3  09 

11.  &S. 

" 

J.C. 

Dresden, 

7 

.15  20 

4  14 

[.  L. 

" 

J.  L. 

Nobleboro', 

9 

14  77 

3  5n 

T.  W. 

« 

S.  C. 

Wliitefield, 

15 

25  07 

7  36 

R.  K.  P. 

Poor  debtor's  oath,  Jan.  10,    " 

F.  S.  T. 

Wiscasset, 

23 

37  25 

1103 

J.  F.  P. 

Bailod. 

P.O. 

Jefferson, 

28 

7  12 

3  70 

E.  D. 

" 

J.  C. 

Nobleboro', 

29 

8  37 

3  98 

J.  L. 

(( 

G.  L. 

Wiscasset, 

Jan.        5 

812 

3  09 

W.  M.  B. 

u 

N,  U.— Whole  number  of  cases,  173 ;  for  $10  and  under,  41-,  for  i|20  and  under,  SB;  for  $50  and 
under,  117;  for  more  than  ?50,  56  ;  by  poor  debtor's  oath,  32  ;  bailed, 91  ;  otherwise,  50.  Thccosts.aa 
exhibited  in  the  above  column,  are  such  as  appear  on  the  face  of  the  execution,  as  made  out  by  tho 
court  or  the  justice,  and  do  not  include  the  officer's  fees  o.a  execution,  or  committal,  nor  any  part 
oftho  Jail  fees. 
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the  keepers  themselves  of  his  appearance,  and  of  their  own  feelings, 
when  he  was  first  brought  to  the  Prison,  confirming  this  representation. 
We  have  seen  this  man  since  his  discharge  repeatedly,  and  have  heard 
the  testimony  of  his  neighbors  concerning  him.  He  appears  like  a 
Christian,  humble,  grateful  and  affectionate,  trust-worthy  and  useful. 
Thus  far  it  appears,  since  his  discharge,  that  there  is  nothing  in  him  to 
hurt  or  destroy.  He  is  a  standing  monument  in  Portland  of  the  sovereign 
mercy  and  power  of  God. 

House  of  Refuge  for  Juvenile  Delinquents. — There  is  none  in  Maine. 
There  ought  to  be  one.  Portland  is  the  place  for  it.  The  benefits  which 
tiow  from  these  institutions  are  too  many  to  be  deferred,  in  every  state 
where  there  is  a  large  seaport  town,  like  Portland. 

County  Prisons. — There  is  one,  and  only  one,  so  far  as  our  knowl- 
edge extends,  on  a  new  and  improved  construction,  viz.  the  Prison  at 
Bangor.  < 

Asylum  for  Poor  and  Imprisoned  Lunatics. — There  is  none  ;  though 
the  number  of  lunatics  in  the  state  is  probably  not  far  from  420,  of  whom 
two  hundred  and  fifty  may  be  supposed  poor  and  friendless. 


NEW  HAMPSHIRE. 

tmprisonmeni  for  Debt,  and  Scarcity  of  Prisoners. — New  Hampshire 
IS  a  favored  state  in  respect  to  the  small  number  of  its  prisoners.  The 
causes  of  this  state  of  things  is  a  subject  of  curious  and  important  in- 
quiry. The  fact  is  unquestionable.  In  the  New  Hampshire  State 
Prison,  in  a  state  containing  nearly  300,000  inhabitants,  the  average 
number  of  convicts  for  a  series  of  years,  has  not  greatly  varied  from 
sixty:  less  than  one  half  the  number  in  Vermont,  while  the  population 
of  these  states  is  nearly  the  same ;  about  one  fifth  part  as  many  as  in 
Massachusetts,  while  the  population  is  more  than  one  half  as  great ; 
and  about  one  third  part  as  many  as  in  Connecticut,  while  the  popula- 
tion of  New  Hampshire  and  Connecticut  is  nearly  equal.  The  same 
state  of  things  is  apparent  in  the  County  Prisons.  In  Portsmouth,  the 
principal  town,  the  Jail  is  almost  nothing.  There  are  seldom  any  debt- 
ors in  it,  and  very  few  criminals.  The  building  is  very  small,  the 
apartments  few,  and  the  use  made  of  them  but  little.  We  know  of  no  one 
among  the  Northern  States  so  privileged  as  New  Hampshire,  in  regard 
to  its  small  Prisons  and  its  few  prisoners.  What  are  the  causes '?  So 
far  as  imprisonment  for  debt  is  concerned,  the  remedy  which  has  been 
applied,  greatly  to  diminish  its  number  of  prisoners,  is  very  simple. 
No  man  can  be  imprisoned  for  less  than  $13,33.  This  simple  pro- 
vision does  away   about  one  half  the  evil  of  imprisonment  for  debt.* 

-  Cases  of  Imprisonment  foj-  Debt  in  the  Jails  of  Charlestown  and  Lancaster,  N.  H.  during 
the  Year  1830,  from  the  Records. 


Creditor. 

Debtor. 

Residence. 

Committed. 

Discharged. 

Debt. 

Manner  of  Discharge. 

L.  K. 
I.  G. 
S.J. 
W.W. 
F.S. 
S.  P. 

H.  H.  C. 
H.StJ.C. 
L.C. 
M.  K. 
W^.  S. 
S.  T. 

Cornish, 

Ackworth, 

Walpole, 

Lcmster, 

Jan.       ]4 
30 
14 
April     17 
March   12 
April     17 

Feb.        2 

Jan.       30 
May        7 
April     13 
May      22 

26  43 
129  27 

30  41 

28  97 
195  14 

26  48 

Commis.  of  jail  delivery. 

Creditor. 

Commis.  of  jail  delivery. 

n 
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Even  in  Massachusetts,  where  no  person  can  be  imprisoned  for  less 
than  $5,  it  appears  by  an  examination  of  the  records,  that  extending 
the  sum  to  5<  13,33,  would  save  from  imprisonment  about  six  hundred 
persons  annually ;  and  in  Pennsylvania  a  law  like  that  in  New  Hamp- 
shire would  have  saved  from  imprisonment,  in  tlie  beautiful  city  of 
Philadelphia,  during  fifteen  months,  ending  Novemi)er  30,  1830,  more 
than  nine  hundred  and  forty-five  persons.  Without  stopping  to  inquire 
liow  it  has  come  to  pass  that  New  Hampshire  should  be  so  wise,  so 
humane,  as  not  to  incarcerate  the  body  of  a  citizen  for  less  than  813,33, 
while  the  land  of  William  Penn  docs  it  for  days  and  weeks  for  a  few 
cents,  the  fact  is  incontrovertible  ;  and  the  consequences  of  the  fact 
upon  public  morals  may  be  illustrated  as  follows :  If  New  Hampshire 
should  annul  the  simple  law  above  mentioned,  which  many  persons, 
unacquainted  with  the  records  of  prisons,  might  suppose  of  the  least 
possible  consequence,  then  New  Hampshire  would  commit  to  prison 
about  five  hundred  persons  annually  more  than  she  does,  with  the  law 
.as  it  now  stands.  Now,  all  these  hundreds  of  persons  would  be  placed 
in  schools  of  vice  ;  subject  to  the  degrading  and  demoralizing  process  of 
imprisonment  and  incarceration  ;  there  to  be  taught  many  of  the  arts  of 
gamblers,  counterfeiters,  pick-pockets  and  thieves,  of  which  they  never 
dreamt ;  while  in  the  Literary  Institution  at  Hanover,  there  are  about 
one  third  of  this  number  subject  to  the  opposite  process  of  intellectual 
and  moral  improvement.     "  Great  effects  result  from  little  causes." 
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30 
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Transient, 
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28 

A.  W. 

S.  K.  W. 
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Jan. 

18 
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11 

42  41 

No  notification 

I.  G. 

L.  M.  G. 

Whitefield, 

Feb. 

2 

March 

12 

17  23 

Settled. 

R.I. 

A.N. 

Milan, 

Jan. 

16 

Feb. 

7 

18  87 

J.  G. 

I.  K. 

Whitefield, 

20 

11 

14  39 

Jail  commissionor;?. 

(;.  II. 

A.  B. 

Milan, 

Feb. 

15 

22 

17  03 

J.B. 

J.  W. 

Picrcy, 

Jan. 

23 

March 

27 

96  25 

R.I. 

A.  L. 

Lancaster, 

Feb. 

16 

17  87 

On  the  limits,  July  1631. 
Jail  commissioners. 

J.  0. 

J.  B.  W. 

Whitefield, 

March 

24 

May 

6 

38  88 

W.  J.  B. 

E.  K. 

Lancaster, 

June 

2.5 

13  76 

On  the  limits,  Julv  1S30. 

M.  D. 

A.  N. 

Milan, 
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26 

March 

30 

18  21 

Settled. 

R.  I. 

M.  A. 

Northumberland, 
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25 

June 

25 

19  41 

Paid. 

S.  xV.  H. 

J.  H. 

Stewartstown, 

Sept. 

4 

Nor. 

100  00 

By  Superior  Court. 

H.  H. 

S.  VV. 

Lancaster, 

Aug. 

14 

June.1831. 

22  45 

Jail  commissioners. 

E.G. 

D.  H. 

Stewartstown, 

Sept. 

10 

Sept. 

27 

16  17 

Settled. 

H.  H. 

J.  L. 

Dummer, 

Sept. 

21 

24 

31  85 

a.  S.  W. 

B.  A. 

Lancaster, 

Feb. 

2 

April 

27 

20  20 

tc 

G.  VV. 

W.  P. 

Lancaster, 

June 

26 

30  13 

On  the  limits,  July,  1831. 

P.  &  M. 

E.  L.  H. 

Bartlette, 

Sept. 

20 

Oct. 

6 

18  69 

Jail  commissioners. 

G.  L. 

C.  W. 

Whitefield, 

xN'ov. 

2 

Nov. 

5 

21  33 

Settled. 

J.  P. 

R.S. 

Dalton, 

o 

5 

16  60 

G.  S, 

B.  A. 

Lancaster, 

Jan. 

1 

24  80 

On  tlio  limit?,  July  1331. 

N.  B.— WTiolo  number  in  Charlestown  Prison,  twenty  ;  do.  in  Lancaster  Prison,  twenty-one  ;  not  a 
qtjarter  part  as  many  in  both  Jails  as  in  the  Jail  of  VViscaxset.  Number  for  lesi  than  i613,33,  none  ; 
iiuinber  for  less  than  §20  in  Charlestown  Prison,  only  one  ;  in  I^ncaster  Prison  eleven  ;  d'ischarged  bj 
Jail  commissioners,  seventeen  ;  by  creditor  or  his  attorney,  seven  :  by  settlement,  eight ;  by  payment, 
one ;  otherwise,  eight.  '    -^  ^     o     y    j  i   ^ 

37* 
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There  is  still  another  law,  which  has  some  effect  in  diminishing  the 
number  of  cases  of  imprisonment  for  debt  in  New  Hampshire.  The 
limits  of  the  Jail  yard  are  the  limits  of  the  town.  We  have  no  means 
of  ascertaining  accurately  how  many  this  provision  in  the  law  has 
saved  annually  from  the  demoralizing  and  vice-giving  influence  of  incar- 
ceration ;  probably  not  less  than  two  hundred,  or  as  many  of  its  sons, 
annually,  as  it  sends  to  Dartmouth  College  in  four  years.  So  much  for 
the  manner  in  which  New  Hampshire  keeps  its  schools*  of  vice  shut 
against  hundreds  of  its  citizens,  who  might  otherwise  be  committed  to 
them  by  force  of  law. 

It  is  objected  to  this  mild  and  humane  system  of  the  collecting  of  debts, 
which  has  such  a  powerful  effect  on  the  public  morals,  that  it  destroys 
or  impairs  credit.  But  this  is  not  true.  We  have  a  certificate  signed 
by  many  respectable  merchants  in  Boston,  that  there  is  no  distinction 
known  or  ever  heard  of  by  them  in  Boston  between  country  merchants 
from  New  Hampshire  and  Massachusetts,  arising  from  the  difference 
in  the  laws  of  these  states  with  respect  to  the  collection  of  debts. 

It  is  still  objected,  that  these  small  provisions  are  such  as  never  were 
supposed  to  destroy  credit.  The  answer  is.  If  they  are  too  small  to  im- 
pair credit,  they  are  large  enough  to  do  away  full  half  the  evil  of  im- 
prisonment for  debt. 

But  should  it  be  said,  though  they  may  not  impair  credit  abroad, 
among  large  dealers,  they  may  at  home,  in  smaller  business ;  we  an- 
swer, that  there  is  little  or  no  complaint  of  these  laws  in  New  Hamp- 
sliire,  and  little  or  no  disposition  in  the  legislature  to  repeal  them.  On 
the  contrary,  the  governor  of  New  Hampshire,  at  the  last  session  of  the 
legislature,  recommended  a  still  further  amelioration  of  the  laws  on  the 
subject  of  imprisonment  for  debt ;  and  so  far  as  there  was  an  expression 
of  the  views  of  the  legislature,  they  were  in  coincidence  with  those  of, 
the  governor.  We  have  reason  to  suppose,  therefore,  that  the  laws  of 
^ow  Hampshire,  on  this  subject,  will  be  more  mild  before  they  are 
mors  severe,  and  we  hope  that  other  states  will  profit  by  the  example 
of  A'ew  Hampshire,  which,  by  these  simple  enactments,  has  preserved 
hundreds  of  its  citizens,  not  only  from  arrest  and  incarceration,  but 
from  degradation,  and  training  in  County  Prisons,  those  schools  of  vice, 
for  the  State  Prison. 

State  Prison  at  Concord. — It  is  not  more  apparent  in  the  County 
Prisons,  by  the  small  number  of  debtors  that  are  confined  in  them,  than 
by  the  State  Prison  at  Concord,  by  the  small  number  of  convicts,  that 
New  Hampshire  is  a  favored  state,  in  regard  to  its  Prisons.  Two  of 
the  principal  causes  of  the  small  number  of  convicts  are  its  debtor  laws 
and  pauper  laws.  The  County  Prisons  have  few  debtors  in  training  for 
villany  and  State  Prison  punishment,  and  the  Poor  Houses  are  not 
sustained  by  a  heavy  state  tax,  for  the  support  of  foreign  paupers,  as  in 
Massachusetts,  by  a  system  which  operates  as  a  bounty  on  pauperism  ; 
and  if  as  a  bounty  on  pauperism,  as  a  bounty  on  vice,  degradation,  cor- 
ruption, and  preparation  for  the  State  Prison,  Since  the  old  State  Pris- 
ons are  reformed,  we  know  of  no  greater  schools  of  vice,  heavy  weights 
to  hold  down,  and  keep  from  rising,  the  public  morals,  than  County 
Prisons,  with  numerous  debtors  in  close  confinement,  and  the  throng- 
ed Poor-Houses  of  the  large  towns.     Loss  of  personal  liberty,  idleness 
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gambling,  lasciviousness,  blasphemy,  wrath,  consciousness  of  degrada- 
tion and  loss  of  character,  and  hopelessness  of  ever  rising  from  it,  and 
a  system  which  holds  out  a  valuable  pecuniary  consideration  to  keep 
the  numbers  good  of  debtors  and  paupers,  in  Prisons  and  Poor-Houses ; 
this  is  that,  in  part  at  least,  which  prepares  subjects  for  the  State  Prig- 
on.  Massachusetts,  New  York  and  Pennsylvania  have  preparatory 
schools,  in  great  numbers,  of  this  description  ;  New  Hampshire  scarce- 
ly one,  withiii  our  knowledge,  in  the  whole  state.  This  is  unquoeition- 
ably  the  cause,  in  part,  of  the  scarcity  of  convicts  in  New  Hampshire. 
There  are  not  so  many  Prisons  thronged  with  debtors,  nor  so  mamy 
Poor-Houses  with  bribed  inmates,  established  as  half-way  houses  of 
drunkenness  and  ill  fame,  between  ordinary  degradation  and  the  State 
Prison.  So  great  is  the  advantage  of  New  Hampshire  over  Massachu- 
setts, in  these  respects,  that  we  believe  it  would  be  better  for  New 
Hampshire  to  levy  a  state  tax  to  pay  all  debts  of  the  poor  under  the  sum 
of  $13  33,  than  to  return  to  the  old  law  of  imprisonment  for  any  sum  ; 
and,  instead  of  paying,  as  Massachusetts  has  done,  about  $50,000  a  year 
for  fifty  years,  to  support  state  paupers,  or  rather  foreign  paupers,  we 
believe  it  would  be  as  well  for  the  state  to  offer  the  tou-ns  a  bounty  of 
$40  annually  for  every  adult,  and  §20  for  every  child,  who  can  be 
kept  in  sufficient  ignorance  and  vice  to  be  entitled  to  the  Poor-House 
system  of  instruction.  We  believe  this  is  a  correct  representation  in 
regard  to  some  of  the  causes  of  the  scarcity  of  prisoners  in  New  Hamp- 
shire. There  is,  however,  one  drawback  upon  this  favorable  view  of 
the  state  of  things  in  New  Hampshire,  There  has  been,  within  the 
last  year,  an  unparalleled  increase  of  convicts  in  the  State  Prison. 
Improvements  in  the  construction  of  the  Prison  have  not  kept  pace  with 
similar  improvements  in  the  Prisons  of  the  neighboring  states,  Maine, 
Vermont  and  Massachusetts;  i.  e.  it  has  no  solitary  dormitories  and  cor- 
responding discipline  ;  and  if  this  evil  is  not  remedied,  old  conviets  will 
soon  (if  they  have  not  done  it  already)  flee  to  New  Hampshire,  where, 
if  arrested,  they  may  enjoy  each  other's  society  in  the  State  Prison.* 

House  of  Refuse  for  Juvenile  Delinquents. — There  is  none  in  New 
Hampshire  ;  nor  do  we  know  whether,  in  this  state,  with  its  scattered  pop- 
ulation, its  small  towns,  and  its  comparatively  few  and  small  schools  of 
vice,  a  house  of  refuge  for  juvenile  delinquents  in  Portsmouth,  is,  on 
the  whole,  desirable  at  present.  If  the  population  of  the  state  should 
greatly  increase,  its  large  towns  degenerate,  and  fill  up  with  the  sons  of 
ignorance  and  poverty,  its  County  Prisons  and  Poor-Houses  become 
numerous  and  crowded,  and  pauperism  and  crime  threaten  to  increase, 
as  in  some  of  the  other  states,  we  know  of  no  one  measure,  which 
would  be  more  calculated  to  arrest  the  current  in  its  downward  prog- 
ress, than  a  House  of  Refuge,  in  Portsmouth,  for  Juvenile  Delinquents, 
whose  privileges  should  be  extended  to  the  whole  state. 

Asylum  for  Poor  and  Imprisoned  Lunatics. — There  is  none,  though 
the  number  of  those  who  are  poor  and  friendless  in  the  state,  probably 
exceeds  two  hundred. 

*  Since  this  paragraph  was  written,  the  lejpslature  has  provided  by  law  for  the  erection 
cf  solitary  cells  iii  tlie  State  Prison,  aiid  appropriated  5^000  for  the  purpose. 
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VERMONT. 

Imprisonment  for  Debt. — The  subject  was  introduced  by  the  govern- 
or in  his  last  message,*  and  a  law  was  passed  during  the  session  oi 
the  legislature,  giving  the  poor  debtor  power  to  take  the  oath,  if  he  is 
judged  a  fit  subject  to  take  it,  within  two  hours  after  judgment  is  ren- 
dered.f  This  provision  of  the  new  law  will  probably  remove  about  one 
third  or  one  fourth  part  of  the  evil  of  imprisonment  for  debt  in  Vermont, 
and  save  many  honest  men  from  being  separated  from  their  families, 
deprived  of  liberty,  and  made  to  lie  in  jail,  for  weeks  and  months,  when 
no  person  wishes  to  appear  to  show  cause  why  the  poor  debtor's  oath 
should  not  be  administered  to  them  in  two  hours,  as  usefully  as  at  the 
end  of  thirty  days. 

This  law,  however,  which  is  so  humane  in  this  feature  of  it,  contains 
nothing  to  prevent  imprisonment  for  small  sums,  at  the  will  of  the  cred- 
itor, who  may  be  governed  by  avarice,  revenge,  cruelty  or  lust,  and 
between  whose  passions  and  the  incarceration  of  the  body  of  his  debtor 
justice  interposes  no  barrier — a  principle  in  the  old  law,  than  which 
no  one  can  admit  of  greater  abuses. 

While,  therefore,  we  rejoice  in  the  small  and  good  law  which  was 
enacted  in  Vermont  at  the  last  session,  giving  the  poor  debtor  power 

*  Extracts  from  the  Message  of  His  Excellency  Samuel  C.  Crafts,  dated  October^,  1830. 
"  That  feature  in  onr  code,  which  authorizes  imprisonment  for  debt,  when  there  is  no  ap- 
pearance of  fraud,  seems,  however,  not  to  be  in  accordance  with  the  improvements  in  juris- 
prudence, nor  in  unison  with  the  spirit  of  the  age ;  and  pubHc  opinion  calls  loudly  for  its  re- 
moval. This  subject  has  heretofore  occupied  the  attention  of  the  Legislature  ;  but  as  their 
deliberations  were  directed  principally  to  cases  occun-ing  on  debts  already  contract- 
ed, so  many  difficulties  presented  themselves,  in  framing  a  law  that  should  benefit  the  debt- 
or without  infringing  upon  the  rights  of  the  creditor,  that  no  measures  were  finally  adopted. 
"  To  pass  a  law  to  exempt  the  bodies  of  debtors  from  airest  and  imprisonment  on  all  con- 
tracts to  be  entered  into  after  the  passage  of  such  an  act,  is  deemed  to  be  completely  with- 
in the  constitutional  po\vers  of  the  Legislature.  The  only  question  that  can  arise,  is,  the 
expediency  of  the  measure.  It  might  have  a  tendency  to  diminish  the  general  credit  which 
prevails  through  the  State  ;  and,  should  such  be  the  case,  it  is  believed  that  the  eftect 
would  be  beneficial,  rather  than  prejudicial,  to  the  community." 

i  Latt)  of  November  8,  1830. — '^AN  ACT  in  Relation  to  Imprisonment  for  Debt. 
"  Skc.  1.  It  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  General  Assembly  of  the  State  of  Vermont,  That, 
hereafter,  when  any  final  judgment  shall  be  rendered  by  any  supreme  or  count}-  court,  or 
justice  of  the  peace,  on  any  contract  made  or  entered  into  after  the  first  day  of  January 
next,  the  debtor  may  appear  before  such  court,  during  the  same  term  in  which  such  judg- 
ment is  rendered,  or  before  such  justice,  within  two  hours  after  the  rendition  of  such  judg- 
ment by  him,  and  submit  hinjself  to  be  examined  on  oath,  by  such  supreme  or  county  court, 
or  justice,  and  by  the  creditdk*,  his  agent  or  altoniey,  touching  the  situation,  circumstances 
and  property  of  such  debtor ;  and,  if  such  court  or  justice  shall  be  of  opinion  that  such  debtor 
is  entitled  to  the  benefit  of  the  oath  named  ni  the  second  section  of  this  act,  the  said  oath 
shall,  by  said  court  or  justice,  be  administered  to  such  debtor,  and  arecord  thereof  be  made; 
and,  in  such  cause,  no  execution  shall  issue  on  said  judgment  against  the  body  of  such 
debtor. 

"  Sec.  2.  It  is  hereby  further  enacted,  That  the  oath  to  be  administered  to  such  debtors 
shall  be  in  the  form  following,  to  wit :  'You  solemnly,  sincerely  and  truly  swear  (or  affirm), 
without  evasion,  equivocation  or  mental  reservation,  that  you  have  not  any  estate,  real  or 
personal,  except  one  cow,  one  swine,  or  the  meat  of  one  swine,  ten  cords  of  fire-wood,  five 
bushels  of  grain,  twenty  bushels  of  potatoes,  ten  sheep,  and  one  year's  product  of  said  sheep, 
and  forage  sufficient  for  the  keeping  of  your  cow  and  sheep  through  the  present  or  ensuing 
winter  (as  the  case  may  be),  and  such  suitable  ajjparel,  beddmg.  tools  and  household  furni- 
ture, as  may  be  necessaiy  for  upholding  life,  and  such  military  arms  and  equipments  as  it 
is  your  duty,  by  law,  to  furnish,  in  possession,  remainder  or  revision,  to  the  value  of  twenty 
dollars  in  the  whole,  nor  sufficient  to  pay  tlie  debt,  damages  and  costs,  for  which  judgment 
has  been  rendered  against  you,  and  that  you  have  not,  directly  nor  indirectly,  disposed  of 
all  or  any  part  of  your  esta"te,  to  defrawd  or  deceive  any  of  your  just  creditors.  So  help 
you  God  (or,  in  case  of  affirmation),  under  the  pains  and  penalties  of  perjury.'" 
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to  take  the  oath  in  two  hours,  we  lament,  that  there  was  not  connected 
with  it  another  wholesome  provision,  exempting  the  body  from  arrest 
and  imprisonment  for  small  debts.  This  has  been  done  in  Maine, 
New  Hampshire,  Massachusetts,  Maryland,  and  South  Carolina,  and, 
so  far  as  we  have  been  able  to  learn,  with  the  strong  approbation  of 
public  opinion,  and  without  any  considerable  practical  evils.  The  ne- 
cessity of  such  a  law,  and  the  amount  of  evil  which  would  be  prevented 
by  it,  may  be  inferred  by  the  specimen  below  of  imprisonment  for  debt 
in  Middlebury,  for  six  months,  ending  June  1,  1831.* 


*  Imprisonment  for  Debt  in  Middlebury,  Vt.,for  Six  Months,  ending  June  \,  1831. 

Date. 

Debtors. 

Damages. 

Costs. 

Fees. 

Time  and  Marnier  of  Discbarge. 

1830.    Dec.   3 

T.  M. 

22  54 

2  17 

2  86 

4 

W.  E.  L. 

3  20 

1  69 

81 

7 

B.  B. 

18  69 

1  64 

1  00 

(( 

H.  11. 

13  69 

1  69 

94 

11 

D.  N. 

36 

1  69 

73 

18 

N.  B.  S. 

26  44 

1  88 

1  29 

21 

C.  S.  W. 

13  50 

1  64 

94 

Sworn  out,  Dec.  28, 1830. 

2-3 

N.  B.  II. 
G.  A.  G. 
R.  B. 

7  94 

1  64 

87 

By  order  of  court. 
By  order  of  court. 

29 

S.H.S.&A.I.S. 

27  81 

2  34 

1  ^2 

1831.    Jan.    3 

S.  B. 

20  14 

1  69 

1  04 

Settled  by  parties. 

5 

D.  S.  B. 

49  08 

1  40 

2  36 

(( 

Same, 

20  22 

2  11 

1  99 

<( 

E.  C. 

7  42 

1  00 

1  83 

Sworn  out,  January  10,  1831. 

6 

VV.  E. 

4  38 

1  64 

83 

Sworn  out. 

7 

J.  W. 
VV.  R. 

Discharged  by  plaintiff. 
Discharged  by  plaintiff. 

11 

E.  N. 

29  44 

1  88 

1  35 

Sworn  out 

12 

H.  H. 

9  77 

1  64 

89 

u 

Same, 

27  62 

1  64 

1  12 

" 

A.  D. 

8  75 

1  76 

99 

13 

I.  G. 

11  84 

2  06 

2  74 

Sworn  out,  13th. 

14 

E.  H. 

12  42 

2  33 

1  72 

Sworn  out,  26th. 

u 

J.  M. 

5  73 

1  64 

82 

Discharged  by  plaintiff. 

15 

VV.  &  L. 

35  26 

1  93 

1  58 

u 

J.  VV. 

62  21 

1  69 

1  59 

u 

G.  C.  L. 

614  15 

11  .53 

7  51 

18 

A.  D. 

33  92 

1  76 

1  27 

Bond  given  up. 

21 

P.  K. 

8  68 

2  50 

88 

Sworn  out. 

22 

B.  B. 

3  02 

75 

78 

19 

W.  B. 

16  92 

2  00 

1  29 

Sworn  out. 

26 

N.  B.  H. 

1]  25 

1  64 

91 

" 

Same, 

7-24 

1  64 

86 

" 

D.  C.  VV. 

6  25 

50 

2  15 

u 

S.  B.  W. 

19  62 

50 

1  00 

Discharged  by  plaintiff. 

27 

M.  K.  D. 

63  25 

1  09 

1  61 

28 

J.  B.  M.  D. 

2  56 

50 

1  98 

Sworn  out. 

« 

VV.  E.  B. 

Feb.  5 

J.  C. 

102  00 

7  14 

2  16 

Sworn  out. 

8 

1).  B. 

1  91 

1  82 

1  69 

10 

A.  R.  A. 

27  80 

2  38 

1  14 

li 

I.  B. 

12  27 

1  83 

1  59 

Sworn  out. 

a 

Same, 

1  35 

1  69 

1  74 

Sworn  out. 

u 

R.  B. 
R.  G. 
J.  D. 

38 

1  75 

96 

Discharged  by  plaintiff. 

12 

93 

1  74 

3  00 

" 

J.  L. 

6  92 

1  64 

85 

" 

N.  S. 

67  77 

8  88 

1  94 

" 

W.  F. 
R.  B. 

Dischiifged  by  plaintiff. 
Discharged  by  plaintiff. 

14 

L.  H. 

49  40 

2  06 

1  88 

Sworn  out. 

(( 

Same, 

130  49 

11  30 

4  11 

Sworn  out 

16 

A.  B. 

29  30 

1  64 

1  15 

4C 

Same, 

31  00 

2  43 

1  18 

«« 

A.  &  J.  K. 

142  49 

50 

3  23 

a 

J.  N. 

40  92, 

15  5J 

1  45      Sworn  out. 

" 

S.  B.  W. 

104  84 

8  79  , 

2  39 

Settled  by  parties. 

17 

J.  E. 

6  41   . 

:  56 

3  20 

Sworn  out. 

'< 

J.  C. 

13  85 ; 

1  64 

94 

" 

H.  H. 

125  00 

13  78 

2  45 
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State  Prison  at  Windsor. — The  new  Prison,  containing  136  cells  for 
solitary  confinement  at  night,  is  nearly  finished,  and  will  be  soon  occu- 
pied. When  the  convicts  in  an  old  Prison  are  removed  from  an  old 
building,  where  they  have  been  associated,  without  restraint,  in  large 
night  rooms,  to  a  new  building,  like  that  here  spoken  of,  separated 
from  each  other,  and  placed  under  constant  inspection  and  restraint,  an 
amount  of  profaneness  and  blasphemy,  lasciviousness  and  mischief,  is 
prevented,  far  beyond  the  conception  of  those  who  have  not  been  fa- 
jiailiar  with  the  dreadful  corruption  of  old  State  Prisons.  To  this  im- 
portant result,  in  Vermont,  this  Society  may  congratulate  itself,  that  it 
has  contributed  in  no  small  degree. 

House  of  Refuge  for  Juvenile  Delinquents,  and  Asylum  for  Poor  and 
Imprisoned  Lunaties. — Vermont  has  neither  ;  but  it  sends  many  young 
persons,  under  20  yea^rs  of  age,  to  the  State  Prison,  and  probably  has 
more  than  two  hundred  lunatics,  who  are  poor  and  destitute  of  an  asylum. 


DiJe. 

Debtoiv 

Daiv.i^cs. 

Costs. 

Fees. 

Time  and  Manner  of  Dischar»e. 

Jm 

f  cb.  17 

H.  W,  &    \V, 

3040  9» 

10  n 

32  26 

C( 

J.  D. 

110  14 

6  25 

2  23 

u 

C.  L. 

31  77 

1  64 

1  19 

21 

E.  B. 

9  97 

2  77 

1  99 

Sworn  out. 

Samo, 

29  50 

50 

3  24 

Sworn  out. 

u 

N.  F. 

3029  52 

10  78 

31  65 

24 

W.  \V 

20  79 

102  60 

2  37 

C( 

E.  r. 

By  plaintiff. 

25 

H.  M. 

By  the  judge. 

28 

J.  B.  McD. 

2  50 

1  89 

1  99 

Sworn  out. 

J.  S. 

4  23 

1  69 

2  14 

Sworn  out. 

March  5 

L.  F. 

6  81 

1  82 

97 

Sworn  out. 

7 

C.  IJ. 

Discharged,  March  8th. 

9 

B.  ^. 

7  72 

1  64 

86 

10 

W.  D. 

14  44 

1  81 

2  99 

Sworn  out,  April  21. 

J    I). 

171  C2 

8  17 

3  41 

Sworn  out,  March  23. 

1.5 

A.  C. 

11  31 

1  69 

90 

16 

N    M. 

31  93 

1  69 

1  19 

A.  T. 

2  24 

2  14 

2  66 

Sworn  out,  April  15. 

u 

C.  L. 

cT  88 

1  69 

1  Jfe 

92 

S.  K. 

20  87 

1  99 

1  80 

99 

J.  C. 

44  59 

1  64 

1  32 

Sworn  out,  April  21. 

F.  C.  F. 

9  57 

1  64 

88 

Discharged  by  plaintiffd. 

C( 

N.  G. 

5;3  84 

1  13 

1  40 

J5 

R.  D. 

5  12 

1  67 

1  95 

Sworn  out,  March  23. 

Same, 

7  81 

3  93 

3  91 

Sworn  out. 

April  15 

H,  n.         j 

clo.  jail 
$3  fine 

J5  14 

84 

Discharged  by  judges  Wooster  &  Baw 

C( 

W.  B.  II. 

5  85 

164 

83 

19 

O.  B. 

14  45 

1  82 

2  40 

Sworn  out,  April  26. 

26 

E.  P.  L. 

86 

1  &4 

78 

Sworn  out,  May  10. 

May  2 

A.  T. 

1  93 

1  64 

79 

•'  a 

Samp, 

6  43 

1  64 

84 

3 

D.  B. 

1  70 

1  70 

2  95 

Sworaout,May3, 1831 

5 

S.  E. 

8  59 

5  06 

1  66 

S.  B. 

2  26 

2  18 

1  28 

Sworn  out,  May  10. 

(C 

N.  B.  11. 

96 

1  75 

78 

C( 

I.  A. 

4  54 

2  50 

84 

14 

A.  T. 

4  89 

1  64 

1  90 

2  70 

1  75 

1  62 

tt 

'  ^ 

5  35 

1  76 

83 

.28 

R.*  L.  * 

34  4i 

1  64 

1  22 

N.  B.-Whole  number,  94;  for  less  than  $1  each,  five,  wlw.se  debts  together  amounted  to  $3  4 J^ 
and  the  costs  to  $14  87  ;  for  less  than  $5 each,  twenty,  or  more  than  one  fifth  part  of  the  >»hole 
■umber  ;  for  less  than  $13  33  each,  forty-five,  or  more  than  one  half  of  the  whole  number-,  discharged 
kythc  oath,  not,  however,  under  the  old  law,  without  remaining  m  ja.l  several  days,  H-'^ty-one  , 
Sttled  by  the  parties,  two  ;'  discharged  by  plaintifl^  nine  •,  manner  of  discharge,  .n  mauy  cases,  "ot 
^c^ed  on  the  records.  Taking  this  tahk.  as  the  basis  of  the  calculation,  and  comparing  the  popu- 
En  of  the  district  with  the  pSpulation  of  the  whole  state,  the  number  of  cases  of  imprisonment 
for  debt  is  Vermont  annually  exceeds  4000. 
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MASSACHUSETTS. 

Imprisonnunt  for  Debt. — The  governor  introduced  the  subject  in  his 
message  at  the  last  session  of  the  legislature  ;*  and  a  law  was  passed 
exempting  females  for  all  sums,  and  others  for  sums  less,  than  ten  dol- 
lars, on  contracts  made  subsequent  to  July  l,1831.t  Though  this  may 
appear  to  many  a  small  law,  it  will  save  from  incarceration,  if  it  is 
obeyed,  about  five  hundred  persons  annually.  The  number  of  females 
imprisoned  for  debt  in  this  commonwealth,  last  year,  was  about  sixty, 
of  whom  almost  sixty  were  in  Boston;  and  the  number  of  persons  im- 
prisoned for  less  than  $10  each  we  estimate,  from  the  best  information 
we  have  obtained,  at  about  430.  Now,  the  personal  liberty  of  490  per- 
sons annually,  if  it  can  be  secured  by  a  small  law,  then  let  small  laws 
pass. 

But  it  is  predicted,  by  some  persons,  who  are  not  without  influence  in 
the  legislature,  that  this  law  will  be  soon  repealed.  It  may  not  be 
amiss,  therefore,  to  guard  this  law  by  the  publication  of  the  substance  of 

*  Extract  from  the  Message,  of  Governor  Lincoln,  January,  1831 

"  On  former  occasions,  I  have  earnestly  pressed  upon  the  attention  of  the  Legislature  the 
claims  of  the  impoverished  and  unfortimate  to  an  amelioration  of  the  laws  which  subject 
the  person  to  imprisonment  for  debt.  Increased  information,  and  greater  liberality  in  pub- 
lic sentiment  on  this  subject,  encourage  the  hope  that  some  measure  of  alleviation  will  now 
be  adopted.  Experience  hcis  abundantly  proved  how  utterly  unavailing  is  this  species  of 
coercion  to  the  collection  of  debts.  It  may  well  be  feared,  that  resort  to  it,  in  many  in- 
stances, not  only  results  in  showing  the  incapacity,  but  in  destroying,  also,  the  very  inclination, 
to  make  pa>Tnent.  Deep,  extensive,  unalleviated  distress  is  the  consequence  of  the  impris- 
onment of  the  honest  poor ;  and  with  the  privations  of  restraint  to  the  debtor,  are  ofllimes 
mingled  the  keenest  sufferings  of  tender  and  hopeless  families  in  want.  Wise  and  provi- 
dent legislation  will  meet  the  distinction  between  inability  and  fraudulent  concealment, 
and,  while  it  will  secure  to  the  fornier  the  indulgence  due  to  involuntary  misfortmie,  it  will 
punish  the  latter  with  a  severity  merited  only  by  deliberate  and  moral  transgression.  In  the 
discussions  which  have  been  had  before  the  public,  various  modes  of  relief  have  been 
proposed.  But  that  which  consists  in  extending  exemption  from  anest  to  a  much  larger 
amount  of  debt  than  at  present,  and  in  all  other  cases  substituting  security  for  the  appear- 
ance of  the  debtor  to  submit  to  an  examination,  for  imprisonment  previous  to  an  opportuni- 
ty for  showing  his  right  to  a  discharge,  appears  to  have  been  most  favored.  These  are 
simple  provisions,  and  do  the  least  violence  to  former  opinions  and  accustomed  habits  of 
business.  If  more  than  this,  in  your  judgment,  can  practically  be  accomplished,  without 
weakening  the  salutary  restraints  upon  improvident  credits,  or  impairing  the  motives  to 
faithful  endeavors  in  the  ful^lment  of  contracts,  it  will  meet  from  me  a  ready  and  most  cor- 
dial approval." 

+  Law  of  March  19, 1831.—"  AN  ACT  to  abolish  Imprisonment  for  Debt  in  certain  Cases. 

"  Sec.  1.  Be  it  eiiacted  bij  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives,  in  General  Court 
assembled,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same.  That,  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  July  next, 
no  person  shall  be  arrested,  held  to  bail,  or  imprisoned  on  mesne  process  or  execution,  for 
any  debt  less  than  ten  dollars,  contracted  subsequently  to  that  day. 

"  Sec.  2.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That,  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  July  next,  no  female- 
shall  be  arrested,  held  to  bail,  or  imprisoned  on  mesne  process  or  execution,  for  any  debt 
contracted  subsequently  to  that  day.  Provided,  that  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be  con- 
strued to  extend  to  any  case  in  which  any  female  shall  be  charged  as  trustee,  for  a  sum  ex- 
ceeding ten  dollars,  in  any  judgment  rendered  by  the  Supreme  Judicisd  Court,  or  Court  of 
Common  Pleas. 

"  Sec.  3.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That,  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  July  next,  it  shall  be 
the  duty  of  the  clerk  of  the  court,  or  justice  of  the  peace,  who  may  issue  any  execution 
upon  any  judgment  founded  on  any  contract  made  subsequently  to  the  said  first  day  of 
July,  so  to  vary  the  form  of  such  execution,  that  the  same  shall  not  run  against  the  body  of 
any  female  debtor,  nor  against  the  body  of  any  other  debtor,  unless  the  judgment,  exclusive 
of  costs,  shall  amount  to  the.  sum  often  dollars  ;  and  the  form  of  all  writs  of  execution  which 
shall  be  issued  upon  a  judgment  founded  on  a  former  judgment,  againsi  any  femde  whose 
original  d»bt  shall  have  been  contracted  subsequently  to  the  said  tirst  day  of  July,  or  any 
other  debtor  whose  original  debt  shall  have  been  contracted  subsequently  to  the  said  first 
day  of  July  (the  amount  of  which  originally  shall  have  been  less  tlian  ten  dollars),  shall  be 
so  varied  as  not  to  run  against  the  bodies  of  such  debtors." 

B2 
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the  testimony  which  was  communicated  last  winter  orally  and  by  letter 
from  the  sheriffs  or  jailers  of  the  different  counties.  The  jailer  in 
Suffolk  county  says  he  never  wishes  to  see  another  woman  in  the' 
Boston  Jail  for  debt.  The  sheriff  says  the  same.  They  both  agree  in 
saying  that  the  use  made  of  the  law  under  which  it  was  done,  was  al- 
most all  abuse.  The  testimony  of  the  jailer  before  the  committee  of 
the  Senate,  concerning  the  character  of  the  women  committed  to  Prison 
for  debt ;  the  character  of  those  who  committed  them  to  Prison,  and  the 
purposes  for  which  it  was  often  done ;,  and  the  effect  on  the  debtor's 
apartment  of  having  females  in  Jail  for  debt, — we  think,  will  satisfy  any 
committee  of  the  legislature,  at  any  future  trme,  if  the  question,  by  any 
means,  shall  be  again  agitated,  of  the  odious  abuses,  in  almost  all  cases, 
in  the  county  of  Suffolk,  of  allowing  the  imprisonment  of  females  in 
Boston  for  debt.  If  this  be  so,  then  about  nine  tenths  of  all  the  impris- 
onment of  females  for  debt  in  the  commonwealth  is  abuse ;  for  almost 
all  the  imprisonment  of  females  for  debt  in  the  commonwealth,  is  in 
Boston.* 

*  Females  imi^risoned  in  Debtors  Jail,  Boston,  from  Jan.  1,  1830,  to  Jan.  1,  1831. 


At  whose  Suit. 


Time  of  Committal  and      Process. 
Discharge. 


X  F.  A.S.Jr. 


Feb. 


Maixh  6 
13 
19 
31 

April  3 
13 
19 


May- 


June 


July 


Au" 


Feb.    13 
10 

18 
March  3 


•  21 

17 

20 

April    7 

Jlay      3 

April  13 

22 

24 


May 
June 
May 

June 
May 


July 


4  Aug.  4 
25  Sept.  8 
31 


Sept.     8 


Writ. 

Exoc'n. 
Writ. 

Exec'n. 
W^rit. 

Exec'n. 

W^rit. 

C.C.Pl. 

Exec'n. 

Writ. 

Exec'n. 

Writ. 


Exec'n 
Writ. 
Exec'n. 
Writ. 

Exec':i. 
Writ. 


Exec'n. 
Writ. 
Exoc'n. 
Writ. 


Bxec'n 
Writ. 

Exec'n, 

Writ. 
Exec'n 
W'rit. 


20  00 
20  00 

26  00 
20  00 
11  77 

20  00 

14  36 

30  00 
43  19 

21  2G 
20  00 
36  32 
20  00 
20  00 
30  00 

60  00 

200  00 
40  00 
20  00 
20  00 
65  00 
10  00 
4-1  14 
20  00 

10  59 
20  00 
20  00 

9  48 

15  CO 
20  00 

20  00 

21  89 
20  00 
25  91 
20  00 
20  00 
15  00 

11  79 
20  00 
15  00 

19  05 

15  00 

12  81 

20  00 

16  45 


Manner  of  Discbarge. 


Non-payment  of  support. 
Out  on  bail. 
On  limits  ;  swore  out. 
Discharged  by  plaintiff. 
Paid  demand. 
Non-payment  of  support. 

Swore  out. 

Non-payment  of  support. 

By  plaintiff's  attorney. 

Paid  den'.and. 

By  plaintiff's  attorney. 

On  limits  ;  swore  out. 

Paid  demand. 

By  plaintiff's  attorney. 

By  plaintiff. 

By  bail,  on  limits. 

By  bail,  on  limits. 

By  plaiiUiff. 

By  plaintiff. 

By  plaintiff's  attorney. 

By  plaintiff. 

Non-payment  of  support 

Swore  out. 

By  plaintiff. 

By  creditors. 

By  plaintiff. 

By  plaintiff. 

By  creditor. 

Paid  demand. 

By  plaintiff. 

By  plaintiff's  attorney. 

By  creditor's  attorney. 

By  plaintiff. 

Non-payment  of  support  In  jaii 

By  plaintiff. 

By  plaintiff. 

By  plaintiff. 

Paid  demand. 

By  plaintiff's  attorney. 

Paid  demand. 

By  creditor's  attorney. 

Out  on  bail. 
By  creditor. 
By  plaintiff's  attorney 

By  creditor's  attorney. 


19 


SIXTH    REPORT 1831. 


445 


Let  us  see,  then,  how  much  of  the  little  wliich  is  found  in  other 
counties  of  the  commonwealth  is  useful  and  necessary.  It  appeared 
by  a  late  examination  of  the  Records  of  the  Jail  at  Lechmere  Point,  in 
the  county  of  Middlesex,  that  only  one  female  had  been  imprisoned  in 
that  jail,  for  debt,  in  two  years,  and  she  was  a  widow.  The  debt 
amounted  to  ^45  89.  This  poor  widow  remained  in  jail  thirty-four 
days,  and  then  took  the  poor  debtor's  oath. 

Two  other  females,  only,  had  been  imprisoned  for  debt  in  the  same 
Jail,  since  January,  18'2(>.  One  of  the  two  was  on  writ  for  a  small  sum, 
and  she  was  discharged,  because  her  board  was  not  paid,  according  to 
law,  by  the  creditor,  having  herself  paid  no  part  of  the  debt,  and  being 
unable  to  pay  it.  The  other  remained  in  Jail,  at  least,  thirty  days,  and 
then  took  the  poor  debtor's  oath. 

The  jailor  in  Salem,  Mr.  Nehemiah  Brown,  writes,  under  date  Feb- 
ruary 9,  1831 — "  In  regard  to  imprisonment  of  females  for  a  common 
debt,  I  have  ever  considered  it  useless  and  inhuman.  There  have 
been  but  four  females  confined  in  this  Prison  for  debt,  during  the  last 
sixteen  years." 

The  jailor  in  Ipswich,  Mr.  Michael  Brown,  writes,  under  date  Feb- 
ruary 23 — "  I  have  examined  the  Records  of  the  Prison,  and  find  but 
one  female  has  been  committed  for  debt  since  1622  :  that  one  was  com- 
mitted to  close  confinement  April  4,  1829,  for  §10  67.  She  had  no 
friends  to  be  her  bail,  and  give  her  the  liberty  of  the  yard.  I  procured 
bondsmen  for  her,  and  boarded  her  in  my  family  till  May  G,  1829 
(i.  e.  one  month  and  two  days),  when  she  took  the  poor  debtor's  oath, 
and  was  discharged.  I  never  received  a  cent  for  her  board,  nor  ever 
expected  to  ;  for  I  was  satisfied  she  was  not  able  to  pay  debt  or  cost. 
As  it  respects  the  necessity  of  imprisoning  females  for  debt,  1  consider 
it  useless,  and  the  law  authorizing  it  a  disgrace  to  the  country." 

The  keeper  of  the  Prison  at  Newburyport,  Mr.  Gilman  White,  writes, 
under  date  February  23,  1831 — "  There  has  not  been  a  female  com- 
mitted for  debt  since  I  have  had  the  care  of  the  Prison,  which  is  about 
five  months.  I  have  made  inquiry  of  Mr.  Bagley,  the  former  keeper  of 
the  Prison,  who  informed  me,  that  there  have  been  but  two  females 
confined  for  debt  for  five  years  past.  These  were  for  very  small  sums. 
To  imprison  a  female  for  debt,  I  think  a  disgrace  to  humanity." 

The  keeper  of  the  Prison  in  Dedham,  Mr.  Whitney,  under  date 
February  28,  writes — "  Only  one  female  for  debt  the  last  year.  Amount 
of  debt  and  costs  as  follows  :  debt,  $10  11 ;  costs,  $^3  17  ;  officer's  fees. 


$  M.  McL. 
$  S.  H.  ■ 
$  H.  B. 

§p. 

II 


T. 

M.  R. 
VV. 

s. 


E.  W. 


i  VV.  s. 

$  A.  G. 
$  J.  R. 
$  W.  K. 
<S  D.  B. 
i  E.  H.  . 
t  R.  E. 
I  I.  H. 
JJ.  H. 


Time  of  Committal  and 
Discharge. 


Sept.    13 

Oct.     12 

Nor.      1 

4 

10 

18 

Dec.    13 

24 


Sept.  14 

Oct.  12 

Not.  2 
5 

Dec.  97 

Nov.  24 

Dec.  13 


Writ. 


Exec'n 
Writ. 


Kxec'n. 


Sum. 


12  00 
15  00 
20  00 
30  00 
24  25 

390  00 
20  00 
30  00 

683  04 


M.inner  of  DiscJarrii. 


Out  oil  bail. 

Paid  demand. 

By  plaintiff's  attorney. 

Non-payment  of  support. 

Swore  out. 

By  plaintiff. 

By  plaintiff. 

Otit  on  bail. 

By  creditor. 


N.  B.— Whole  number,  57  ;  names  of  debtors  not  found  in  the  Directory,  and  marked  witli  a  $, 
50  ;  names  of  creditors  marked  in  the  same  manner,  and  not  found  in  the  Directory,  20  ;  number  of 
widows  imprisoned,  6  ;  number  imprisoned  on  mesne  process,  or  writ  v.illiout  execution,  3G ;  number 
imprisoned  for  less  than  $20  each,  40  ;  number  who  paid  the  demand,  8. 
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81  83.  But  three  or  four  females  have  been  committed  since  I  have 
kept  the  Prison,  which  is  almost  thirteen  years.  I  think  females  ought 
not  to  be  liable  to  arrest." 

The  keeper  of  the  Prison  in  Taunton,  Mr.  Joseph  W.  Dean,  writes, 
under  date  February  26 — *'  I  have  examined  the  Prison  Records,  and 
find  there  was  but  one  female  committed  for  debt  during  the  year 
1830.  The  amount  of  debt,  exclusive  of  costs,  $5  03  ;  time  confined, 
13  days.  She  was  discharged  for  want  of  security  for  board.  With 
regard  to  the  imprisonment  of  females  for  debt,  it  is,  in  my  opinion,  not 
necessary,  and,  in  cases  where  there  is  no  fraud,  it  appears  barbarous. 
It  is  seldom  that  females  are  committed  to  this  Prison  for  debt.  In 
most  instances  within  my  knowledge,  they  have  had  the  appearance  of 
being  actually  poor,  and  could  not  pay  the  amount  for  which  they  were 
committed." 

A  gentleman  in  Worcester  writes,  under  date  February  22,  1831 — 
**  The  number  of  females  committed  to  the  Prison  in  this  county,  dur- 
ing the  year  1830,  was  ttoo.  The  amount  for  which  one  was  impris- 
oned was  ^24  87,  and  the  other  880  57.  The  time  of  imprisonment 
of  one  was  31  days,  and  the  other  34  days,  and  both  were  discharged 
by  the  poor  debtor's  oath.  My  opinion  as  to  the  necessity  and  utility 
of  this  practice  is  not  worth  giving,  any  further  than  as  that  of  one  of 
that  numerous  body,  the  public.  It  is,  however,  decidedly,  that  it  is 
neither  necessary  nor  useful ;  that  the  power  of  thus  controlling  the 
person  of  a  female  is  one  which  may  be  used  for  other  purposes  than 
that  of  the  collection  of  debts,  and  that  it  ought  no  longer  to  be  tolerat- 
ed in  a  community  enlightened  and  moral  as  we  assume  that  ours  is."  • 

The  keeper  of  the  Prison  in  Franklin  county  writes,  under  date 
February  24,  1831 — "  There  was  no  female  committed  for  debt,  on 
civil  action,  in  this  county,  during  the  year  ending  January  1,  1831." 
This  keeper  appears  to  think  that  the  imprisonment  of  females  for 
debt  is  about  as  necessary  as  the  imprisonment  of  other  people. 

The  keeper  of  the  Prison  in  Hampshire  county  writes,  under  date 
Northampton,  February  23 — "  There  has  been  no  female  committed  to 
Prison  for  debt,  in  this  county,  during  the  year  1830,  and  none  for  sev- 
eral years  past.  As  respects  the  necessity  of  imprisoning  females  for 
debt,  I  am  not  prepared  to  give  an  opinion  on  that  subject." 

The  keeper  of  the  Prison  in  Hampden  county  writes,  under  date 
February  23 — *'  I  find  on  the  Prison  Register  one  female  committed  to 
Jail  last  year,  for  $10  19.  She  remained  in  Jail  six  days,  and  was  dis- 
charged by  the  creditor,  who  lived  out  of  the  state.  If  I  have  exam- 
ined the  Records  correctly,  we  have  had  six  females  committed  to  this 
Jail  in  the  six  past  years.  I  am  fully  of  the  opinion,  that  females 
ought  not  to  be  committed  to  Jail  for  debt." 

The  keeper  of  the  Prison  in  the  county  of  Berkshire  writes,  under 
date  February  22—"  I  have  kept  this  Prison  since  May  22,  1828, 
nearly  three  years.  During  this  time,  there  has  been  only  one  female 
committed  for  debt ;  the  debt  amounted  to  about  seventy  dollars.  This 
female  staid  thirty  days,  took  the  benefit  of  the  poor  debtor's  oath,  and 
I  think  I  am  safe  in  saying,  that  is  the  end  of  the  debt ;  if  not,  in  my 
opinion  it  ought  to  be.  I  think  it  cruel  in  the  extreme  to  imprison  a 
fellow  creature  for  debt,  especially  a  female." 
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According  to  these  letters,  there  liave  been  committed  to  tlie  ten 
Prisons  in  tliis  commonweaUh,  above  mentioned,  not  inckidingthe  JaiJ 
in  Boston,  during  the  last  year,  five  females ;  and  to  all  these  Jails  for 
several  years,  twenty-four,  not  half  as  many  to  all  of  them,  in  the  course 
of  years  spoken  of,  as  in  the  city  of  Boston  in  one  year;  the  whole 
number  committed  to  the  Boston  Jail  last  year  having  been  fifty-seven- 
If  such  are  the  facts  in  this  case,  and  such  the  opinions  of  the  men 
liaving  the  best  opportunity  for  observation  on  this  subject,  where  shall 
the  advocates  be  found  for  a  repeal  of  the  law  exempting  females 
Irom  imprisonment  for  debt  ? 

Should  persons  be  found  to  advocate  a  repeal  of  this  law,  it  is  certain 
that  the  government  contemplates  no  such  thing  ;  for,  after  passing  the 
above  law  at  the  same  session,  a  resolution  was  passed  authorizing  the 
governor  to  appoint  commissioners  "  to  consider  the  expediency  of  pro^ 
vidingby  law  for  the  more  equitahle  dhtrihution  of  the  estates  of  insolvent 
debtors,  for  the  abolishing  iiuprisonment  for  debt  in  all  proper  eases,, 
and  fur  making  siich  further  revision  in  existing  laws  as  the  eonuniasion^ 
ers  may  deem  expedient  and  proper.'^  The  Hon.  Charles  Jackson,  the 
Hon.  Samuel  Hubbard,  and  John  B.  Davis,  Esq.,  were  appointed  by  the 
executive,  under  this  resolution ;  and  the  governor,  in  his  speech  at  the 
opening  of  the  session  of  the  legislature  in  May,  most  respectfully 
notices  the  commissioners  and  their  expected  report.*  The  commis- 
sioners, before  the  close  of  the  session,  made  a  report,  accompanied  with 
a  bill,  by  which,  '\^\i  passes,  at  least  three  fourths  of  the  evils  of  impris- 
onment for  debt  will  be  done  away  in  Massachusetts. 

For  the  purpose  of  exhibiting  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  evil  for 
which,  so  far  as  imprisonment  for  debt  is  concerned,  the  commissioners 
were  appointed  to  provide  a  remedy,  we  shall  present  in  detail,  from 
the  records  of  different  Prisons  in  this  commonwealth,  specimens  of 
the  operation  of  existing  laws,  from  January  1, 1830,  to  January  1, 1831, 
by  which  it  will  be  seen — first,  what  proportion  of  the  debtors  reside  in 
the  towns  where  the  Prisons  are  located,  and  how  little  occasion  is 

*  Extract  from  the  Speech  of  his  Excellency  Levi  Lincoln,  in  Mmj,  1831. 

"  In  compliance  wtli  a  resolve  of  the  last  IcjS^islature,  cornmissioners  were  appointed,  by 
the  executive,  "  to  consider  the  expediency  of  providing'  by  law  for  the  more  equal  and 
equitable  distribution  of  the  estates  of  insolvent  debtors,  for  the  abolishing  imprisonment  for 
del)t  in  all  proper  cases,  and  for  making  such  further  revision  in  the  existmg  laws,  touching- 
debtor  and  creditor,  as  the  commissioners  may  deem  expedient  and  proper."'  The  broad 
scope  of  this  authority,  and  the  great  interest  and  importance  of  the  subjects  it  embraced, 
required  that  it  should  be  committed,  with  more  than  common  caution,  to  discreet  and  able 
hands.  The  learning,  professional  skill,  liberal,  yet  just  opinions,  and  practical  observation, 
which  will  be  found  united  in  the  character  of  the  constituted  board  of  commissioners,  be- 
speak for  their  report  your  most  favorable  consideration.  It  is  promised  immediately,  and 
will  be  transmitted  to  you  without  delay  j  and  I  cannot  but  urgently  recommend,  that  it 
should  receive  that  attention  which  is  alike  tlie  dictate  of  sjinpathy  for  the  unfortunate,  ami 
of  sound  policy  in  reference  to  the  business  and  requirements  of  the  community.  Both 
creditor  and  debtor  are  concerned  in  a  revision  and  modification  of  the  existing  laws,  and 
in  the  enactment,  on  the  one  iiand,  of  new  securities  against  fraud,  and  the  interposition,  on 
tiie  other,  of  a  more  effectual  shielfl  from  oppression.  It  has  long  been  felt  and  lamented, 
that,  by  a  process  of  familiar  resort,  in  a  deed  of  assignment,  property  mny  now  be  secured 
to  the  dishonest,  beyond  the  reacli  of  justice,  and  by  an  abuse  oi  the  power  of  coercion,  in 
the  imprisonment  of  person,  misery  may  be  inflicted  upon  the  destitute,  to  the  gratification 
of  avarice  or  malice.  Far  removed  from  such  ends  are  the  just  purposes  of  a  wse  gt)vem- 
ment ;  and  it  is  no  less  due  to  the  character  of  our  jurisprudence,  than  to  the  true  interests 
of  the  people,  that  neither  temptation  nor  opportunity  should  be  allowed  to  elude  or  pervert 
those  purposes.  The  subject  is  indeed  one  of  much  delicacy  and  difliculty  for  legislation  ; 
but  the  public  mind  will  at  least  be  instructed, and  the  moral  sentiment  aroused  by  its  discussioni 
and  even  should  no  determinate  measure  of  remedy  for  present  evils  be  at  once  adopted,  the 
existence  of  them  being  made  better  understood,  their  removal  will  the  sooner  be  cnccted." 
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found  in  many  towns,  a  little  removed  from  the  Prisons,  to  make  use  of 
this  process  ; — secondly,  what  classes  of  men  principally  suffer,  viz.  poor 
seamien,  poor  laborers,  and  poor  mechanics;  and  in  a  multitude  of  cases, 
so  poor  and  friendless,  that  they  cannot  get  bail ;  while  there  is  scarcely 
an  instance  on  record  of  a  poor  minister,  a  poor  physician,  or  a  poor 
lawyer  in  Prison  for  debt ; — thirdly,  in  what  proportion  of  cases  the  poor 
debtor  is  arrested  and  committed  to  Prison  on  mesne  process,  without 
judgment,  trial,  or  any  evidence  whatever  that  there  is  a  debt  due,  a 
fictitious  debt  being  as  good  as  any  to  incarcerate  the  body  upon  ; — 
fourthlv,  for  what  small  sums  the  personal  liberty  is  often  taken  away, 
and  families  severed  ; — fifthly,  what  length  of  time  debtors  lie  in  jail, 
and  in  cases  where  they  take  the  oath,  and  no  persons  appear  to  show 
cause  why  they  should  not  take  it,  for  no  sufficient  reason  ; — sixthly, 
how  fruitless  is  this  process  as  a  means  of  obtaining  payment : — and, 
finally,  how  clearly  it  is  proved,  from  the  records  of  Prisons,  that  the 
remark  of  a  shrewd  and  observing  sheriff  is  true,  that,  if  creditors  knew 
how  this  thing  works,  there  would  be  much  less  imprisonment  for  debt.* 


*  Imprisonment  for  Debt  in  the  Boston  Jail  for  Three  Months,  ending  April  1,  1831. 

Debtors. 

Creditors. 

Cam- 
niitted. 

Dis- 
charged. 

Occupation. 

Process. 

Sum. 

Manner  of  Discharg  \ 

^C.  V. 

<SJ.  R. 

Jan.   1 

Jan.  '2 

Mariner. 

Writ. 

1.5  00 

Non-payment  of  support. 

in.  P. 

" 

8 

Bricklayer. 

Exec'n. 

14  54 

By  creditor. 

iG.A. 

|F.N. 

«' 

18 

Blacksmith. 

u 

8  84 

By  creditor's  attorney. 

y.w. 

c.c. 

tt 

3 

Laborer . 

Writ. 

20  00 

Paid  demand. 

T.  B. 

" 

Mariner. 

Exec'n. 

9  49 

^R.  E. 

W  P. 

li 

" 

Marketman. 

Writ. 

."50  00 

By  plaintiffs  attorney. 

W.  McE. 

3 

5 

Caulker  &  graver. 

(C 

20  00 

Out  on  bail. 

tS.  B. 

JW.  B.  P. 

C( 

11 

Cordwainer. 

Exec'n. 

11  GO 

By  creditor's. attorney. 

cSE.  C. 

^A.  C. 

" 

16 

Widow. 

(( 

348  01 

Non-payment  of  board. 

jB.  M. 
^L.  B. 

TC.  W.  F. 
^E.  C.  H. 

'( 

(( 

Alercbant. 

" 

715  02 

On  limits,  11  Jan. 

4 

12 

Laborer. 

Writ. 

20  00 

Non-payment  of  support. 

^M.  B. 
^T.  H. 

JE.  N.  P. 

" 

4 

Spinster. 

Exec'n. 

10  53 

Paid  demand. 

t,7.  R.  K. 

" 

" 

•'Jpbolsterer. 

Writ. 

55  15 

By  bail. 

iCJ. 

U.S. 

a 

28 

Hair-dresser. 

Exec'n. 

55  38 

By  creditor's  attorney. 

in. 

viA.  C. 

" 

8 

Laborer. 

ti 

9  44 

Paid  demand. 

<SF.  H. 

iJ.O. 

" 

Mariner. 

Writ. 

20  on 

By  plantilTs  attorney 

jW.  L. 
tSA.  C. 

IT.  A. 
JD.  H. 

" 

Feb.  4 

Laborer. 

Exec'n. 

10  58 

Swore  out. 

6 

Jan.  6 

Mariner. 

Writ. 

20  00 

By  plaintiff. 

tP.B. 

|J.  McN. 
iT.Y. 

" 

10 

Laborer. 

ct 

50  00 

By  plaintiff's  attorney. 

<^VV.  B. 

" 

a 

Mariner. 

Exec'n. 

9  53 

On  limits. 

iH.  H. 
4d.  J. 

■^A.  H. 

8 

Feb.  4 

Trader. 

K 

10  74 

By  creditor's  attorney. 

T. 

" 

1] 

Provision  dealer. 

Writ. 

■  20  00 

By  plaintifl^'s  attorney. 

$H.  G.  P. 

|P.T. 

" 

Jan.l3 

l>aborer. 

" 

30  00 

By  plamtiff.                   # 

l\.  S. 

" 

(' 

Gentleman. 

" 

50  00 

Same. 

JD.  H. 

" 

a 

Same. 

" 

80  00 

vU.  M.  C. 

nV.R.5cal. 

" 

31 

Clerk. 

" 

70  00 

By  plaintiff's  attorney. 

fjf.  P. 

^W.  B. 

10 

11 

Mariner. 

" 

20  00 

Same. 

(il.N. 

tJ.  E. 

" 

Painter. 

Exec'n. 

6  62 

Creditor's  attorney. 

§J.  R.  S. 
^J.  S. 

is.  c. 

« 

18 

Gentleman. 

Writ. 

15  00 

Non-payment  of  support. 

^P.  c. 

" 

12 

^lariner. 

" 

25  00 

Same. 

jj.  H. 
(iL.  O, 

to.  A. 

" 

Feb.lO 

Master  mariner. 

Exec'n. 

23  63 

Swore  out. 

XW.G. 

" 

Jan. 11 

Carpenter 

Writ. 

20  00 

PlaintitPs  attorney. 

JR.  H. 

" 

Musician. 

" 

70  00 

By  plaintiff. 

(JA.  P. 

^J.  G. 

11 

12 

Cordwainer. 

Exec'n. 

20  88 

Creditor's  attorney. 

tP.  H. 

^J,  G. 

a 

Housewriglit. 

" 

23  54 

Same. 

CnS.  w.  s. 

'iC.  M.&al. 

12 

13 

Writing  master. 

Writ. 

20  00 

Plaintiff. 

il.  G. 

^E.F.  B.M. 

i:< 

Mariner. 

a 

20  00 

Plaintiff's  attorney. 

^A.  T. 

IN.  T.  J. 

" 

07 

Gentleman. 

(C 

20  00 

Out  on  bail. 

<\'Sl.  M.  M. 

iJ.  II. 

" 

Feb.  11 

Brothel  ho.  keep. 

Exec'n. 

10  89 

Creditor. 

v\G.  M.  C. 

T.  of  C. 

,   11 

Jan. 14 

Same. 

Tax  wa. 

3  81 

Paid  tax  and  costs. 

^H.  H. 

tS,  F.Jr. 
fsA.  G. 

].'j 

17 

Gentleman. 

Writ. 

5  64 

Paid  demand. 

iM.  F. 
jB.  M. 

17 

" 

Yeoman. 

Exec'n. 

24  25 

On  limits. 

tJ.J. 
<s3.  H.  P. 

a 

2« 

.Merchant. 

Writ. 

1500  00 

Out  on  bail. 

m-  p. 

li 

20 

Single  woman. 

" 

15  00 

Plaintiff's  attorney. 

^D.  J. 

iw.  p. 

jS.  T.  Jr. 

T.  S. 

(( 

Feb.  11 

Provision  dealer. 

Exec'n. 

14  34 

Creditor's  attorney. 

tW.  H.  P. 
$B.  F.  H. 

Ct 

Jan  .24 

Laborer. 

Writ 

400  00 

Plaintiff's  attorney. 

le 

22;  Same. 

u 

70  00 

Same. 

JR.E. 

19 

" 

•Same. 

Exec'n. 

13  23 

Creditor's  attorney. 

23 
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State  Prison  at  Charlcatoimi.  The  discipline  of  this  institution  con- 
tinues as  described  last  year.  The  governor,  in  his  hist  message, 
speaks  of  it  in  terms  of  higli  commendation.  Sej)aration  at  night, 
silence,  order,  industry,  respectful  and  cheerful  obedience  among  the 
convicts,  harmony,  mildness  and  authority  among  the  officers,  are  its 
leading  features.     The  moral  and  religious  instruction,  by  the  cliaplain. 


Debtors. 

Creditors. 

Cnm- 
milted. 

Dis- 
charged. 

Occupation. 

Process. 

Sum. 

Manner  of  Discharge. 

§W.  M. 

tC.  Mc.  I. 

Jan. 19 

J  an. 22 

Laborer. 

Writ. 

100  00 

Non-i)ayment  of  support. 

|j.P. 

:l.  L.  &  al. 

" 

25 

Board,  ho.  keeper. 

" 

20  00 

Out  on  bail. 

lA.  D.  S. 

fJ.T. 

21 

22 

Silver  plater. 

" 

20  00 

Plaintift". 

$H.  G. 

rD.  B.  B. 

" 

25 

iMariner. 

" 

25  00 

Same. 

^.  D. 

Same. 

tT.L. 

24 

28 

Gentleman. 

" 

600  00 

Same. 

tvv.  c.  s. 

25 

" 

Same. 

" 

70  00 

Out  on  bail. 

$L.  G. 

tJ.K. 

" 

Laborer. 

u 

30  00 

$N.  S. 

^W.  B. 

(( 

26 

Mariner. 

" 

30  00 

Plaintiff. 

tJ.  S. 

^W.  S.  J. 

26 

27 

Gentleman. 

E.xec'n. 

14  94 

Creditor. 

$E.  B. 
§E.  C. 

f.l 

27 
29 

28 

Laborer. 
Same. 

Writ. 

1.50  00 
20  00 

Non-payment  of  support 

m.  c. 

N.R.C.&al 

28 

29 

Victualler. 

(( 

200  00 

Plaintiff's  attorney. 

JW.F.M. 

§J.  H. 

31 

Feb.  7 

Gentleman. 

" 

20  00 

Habeas  corpus. 

lU' .  F.  M. 
lA.  B. 

tB.  H.  &:  al. 

" 

Trader. 

Exec'n. 

82  03 

Same. 

|A.  M. 

Fob.  1 

10 

Br.  ho.  keeper. 

" 

17  93 

tJ.T. 

XW.  R.  K. 

2 

5 

Laborer. 

Writ. 

20  00 

Plaintiff. 

^U.  T. 

|J. K.  S. 

3 

3 

Cabinet  maker. 

" 

20  00 

Plaintiff's  attorney. 

m.  J.  V. 

JG.J. 

8 

Trader. 

Exec'n. 

4  36 

Paid  demand. 

$w.  s. 

|J.R. 

■^ 

Mariner. 

Writ. 

15  00 

Plaintiff. 

§J.  s. 

tC.  M. 

8 

9 

Gentleman. 

Exec'n. 

23  30 

On  limits. 

§D.  G. 

tH.  B. 
Ib.  H. 

Mariner. 

Writ. 

10  00 

Plaintiff. 

:  W.  F.  M. 
L.  S. 

(t 

Trader. 

" 

100  00 

Committed  by  bail. 

tH.  A. 

Jn.l. 

(( 

Truckman. 

Exec'n. 

15  64 

Paid  demand. 

:L.  s. 

$G.  J.  H. 

(1 

12 

Laborer. 

" 

13  08 

Same. 

§S.  F.  Jr. 

10 

11 

Gentleman. 

Writ. 

15  00 

Non-payment  of  support. 

J.  T. 
$E.  G.  P. 

JA.  M. 

(( 

(( 

Same. 

« 

20  CO 

Out  on  bail. 

tW.  H.  M. 

(( 

13 

Engraver. 

(C 

25  00 

Paid  demand. 

C.  C. 

|E.  D. 

11 

Mar.  1 

Provision  dealer. 

Exec'n. 

13  85 

Creditor. 

$B.  H. 

tR.  L.  B. 

(( 

17 

Trader. 

" 

13  C4 

Creditor's  attorney. 

G.  M.  K. 

(SR.S. 

12 

Feb.28 

Laborer. 

" 

14  13 

Non-payment  of  support. 

$R.  C. 

tW.  A. 

26 

Scrivener. 

Writ. 

50  00 

Plaintiff's  attorney. 

$C  C 

(iT.B. 

14 

15 

Hair-dresser. 

Exec'n. 

10  98 

Creditor's  attorney. 

11.  J. 

XT.  8. 

15 

Victualler. 

cc 

10  81 

$C.  M.  H. 

ID.  B.  B. 

XW.  B. 

<t 

Mar.  4 

Mariner. 

Wtit.  . 

80  00 

Plaintiff. 

$C.  A. 

16 

Feb.  19 

Trader. 

u 

700  00 

Out  on  bail. 

$S.  B.  C. 

|D.  S. 

18 

Player. 

(( 

20  00 

Plaintiff. 

J.L.Jr. 

tM.  B. 

17 

28 

Carpenter            <, 

Exec'n. 

16  70 

Creditor. 

;C.  M.  S. 
§L.  B. 

fi^'-^- 

18 

Mar.  7 

Laborer.          '  ' 

Writ. 

50  00 

Plaintiff's  attorney. 

tM.  B. 

jG.  H.  L. 

u 

IS 

Spinster. 

Exec'n. 

9  17 

Paid  demand. 

;:A.\V. 

<( 

22 

Honsewright. 

" 

9  27 

Creditor. 

$VV.  A.  P. 

tMcG.&al. 

19 

Laborer. 

Writ. 

20  00 

§U.  H. 

$E.  A. 

21 

Feb.2I 

Trader. 

u 

20  00 

Out  on  bail. 

J.  B. 

JS.  M. 

2.5 

Gentleman. 

u 

20  00 

Plaintiff's  attorney.  ; 

$U.  H. 

JB.  H. 

(( 

21 

Trader. 

« 

20  00 

Out  on  bail. 

U.  H. 

$H.  M. 

(( 

Same. 

" 

30  00 

Same. 

A.  H.  H. 
W.  C. 

X3.  H.  &  al. 

23 

26 

Bookbinder. 

Exec'n. 

12  17 

Plaintiff's  attorney. 

JE.  &  al. 

-    2.5 

Mar.l3 

Laborer. 

Writ. 

70  00 

Non-payment  of  support. 

J.  W.    J 

$M.  H. 

" 

Feb.26 

Housewright. 

•' 

$F.  T. 

(( 

(( 

Gentleman. 

«t 

120  00 

Plaintiff's  attorney. 

F.T. 

P.D.&C.N.B 

26 

Mar.  3 

Trader. 

(C 

250  00 

Same. 

$T.  S. 

IL.E. 

10 

Blacksmith. 

Exec'n. 

16  16 

Creditor. 

«H.  W. 

D.  B.  &  al. 

u 

4 

Laborer. 

(( 

13  44 

Creditor's  attorney. 

$A.  C. 

$C.  P.  F. 

" 

Fob.26 

Portrait  painter. 

Writ. 

30  00 

Plaintift''s  attorney. 

§D.  M. 

JJ.  0. 

(( 

27 

Mariner. 

" 

20  00 

Same. 

$J.  S. 

tP.  F. 

28 

Mar  22 

Gardener. 

" 

100  01) 

Non-pavment  of  support. 

$U.  H. 

JA.H. 

(C 

Ap.  18 

Gentleman. 

<c 

20  00 

Plaintiff. 

$U.  H. 

JA.  H. 

u 

Same. 

<( 

20  00 

Same. 

$HHTH. 
alias  H.H 

$G.  G. 

MA.  1 

Mar.  8 

Spinster. 

« 

25  00 

Non-payment  of  board. 

$E.VV.W. 

tW.  H.  M. 

2 

20 

Tailor. 

Exec'n. 

9  17 

Non-payment  of  support. 

tH.  K. 

JC.  S.  H. 

3 

Gentleman. 

(( 

71  84 

Creditor. 

G.J. 

^.  B.  F. 

3 

5 

Laborer. 

" 

21  76 

Sam». 

J.  T. 

fj.M. 

u 

Grocer. 

Writ. 

100  00 

J.  T. 

|J.G.K.&al. 

C( 

An.    2 

Trader. 

Exec'n. 

21  37 

Oath. 

;  B.  M. 
$A.  P. 

tC.  F.  &  al. 
Jh.D.  &al. 

4 

'      4 

Merchant. 

320  98 

Oath. 

(( 

Mar.  8 

Gentleman. 

(( 

10  48 

Creditor's  attorney. 

D.  M. 

JH.  F. 

5 

Ap.   4 

Laborer. 

" 

57  37!Oath. 

2 

18* 
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on  the  Sabbath,  in  the  chapel,  by  piibhc  worship,  by  the  Sabbath 
school,  and,  during  the  week,  by  morning  and  evening  prayers,  and 
reading  of  the  Scriptures,  and  by  private  admonition,  sympathy  and 
counsel  in  the  afternoon  of  each  day,  is  sustained  with  punctuality  and 
encouragement.  And  in  the  Sabbath  school,  which  was  instructed  last 
year,  under  the  superintendence  of  the  chaplain,  by  convicts,  there 


tp.  p.  c. 

^A.  B. 
<;.M.  H.  C 
+J.  F. 
(JS.  B.  P. 
^W.  F. 
^.  W. 
*iO.  C. 

<XU.  H. 
<iU.  H. 
tA.  D. 
H. 

$\V.  V. 
$W.  G. 

m.D. 

T\E.  W.. 
<i.\.  McD. 
^fl.  0. 
(•J.  H. 
e,B.  P. 
$J.S. 
(\M.  S. 
IJ.  K, 
<^E.  F. 

^vv.  H. : 

il.  R. 

fr.  w. 

ID.  C. 
D.  O'N- 
W.  H. 
Vv .  L. 
U.  H. 
J.  R. 
J.  M. 
B.  T. 
P.  B. 

F.  II. 
F 

_  .  F 

\V. 

B.N,, 
<".L.  VV 
VV.  T. 
VV.  T. 
J.  T. 
J.  VV^. 
T.  H. 
S.  R. 
J.  L.  N. 
VV.  P. 
Ti.  N. 
l.N. 
U.  P. 
1'.  M.  C. 
J.  C.  P. 
B.  F. 
K.  iM.  L, 
J.  G. 
S.  II.  K. 
VV.  K. 
H.  S.  B. 

VV.  S.  L 
S.  F. 
S.  F. 


(;.  H. 
a.  H. 
J. 
J. 


JD,  H.  &  al 
JJ.  H.  B. 
ID  S. 
JT.  C. 
tS.  11. 
3E.  P. 
\\G.  M.  A.  S 

iv.  H. 

v^F.  H. 
iiP'  B. 
v)E.  A. 
^IL  H.  M. 
tT.  L.  VV. 
tA.H.P.&al 
IG.  VV.  O. 
vSA.  G. 
A.  F. 
^^.  II. 
rJ.  B. 
y.  R. 
iJ.  c. 

(SS.L. 
y.  G. 
^D.  B. 
iG.  H. 
jJ.  S. 
,J.  L.  M. 
JA.C. 
^F.  M.  L. 
^T.  N. 
J.  H. 

VV.  R. 
J.  L. 
A.  II. 
E.  T. 

C.H. 
A.  D.  &.  ix] 

L. 
G.  H. 
A.  B. 
T.  B. 
J.  O. 
P.  I.  C. 
A.  VV. 
L.  VV. 

L.  VV. 

VV.  P. 
A.  M. 
CM. 
J.  J.  C. 
J.  w. 

E.  W. 

F.  A.  R. 
J.  E.  &  al. 
A.  C. 

VV".  B. 
J.  T. 
W.C. 
E.  E. 
1).  VV. 
J.  P. 

J.  VV.  VV. 
E.i). 
V.  II.  P. 
VV.  A. 
J.  M. 


Com-       Uis 
mitted.   charged, 


Mar.  5 


25 


29 


Mar  26 

Apr 

Marl? 

Apr.  9 

Mar.  8 
31 
7 
8 
IJ 
10 

Ap.  18 

9 
11 

1-1 

13 

12 

14 

Jul.  13 

Mar.  17 

15 

K 

19 

Mayl] 

Mar  22 

17 

Apr.  1 

Mar  18 

K 

Mar  19 

Ap.  14 

Mar  19 

A,..  If 

MaylS 

Ap.  2, 

Apr.  £ 


Laborer. 

Ilousewright. 

Laborer. 

Trader. 

Laborer. 

Gentleman. 

Fiddler. 

Laborer. 

Cordwaincr. 

Laborer. 

Trader. 

Same. 

Mercliant. 

Trader. 

Laborer. 


Occup.itii 


Mar  24 

23 


24 
Ap.  11 
Mar  30 
June  1 
.Mar  26 

28 
Apr.  1 
Mar  25 

29 
Mav  2 
Mar  28 
Ap.  29 

28 
6 

Mar  29 
Apr.  2 
Mar  29 
Ap.  12 

Iti 


Slariner. 
Widow. 
Laborer. 
Mariner. 
Gentleman. 
Machinist. 
Laborer, 
"pinster. 
Stabler. 
Chair  painter. 
Broker. 
Mariner. 
Housewright. 
Laborer. 
Glass-blo'.ver. 
Gentleman. 
Mariner. 
Gentlema:!. 
Mariner. 
Tailor. 
Cooper. 
Laborer. 
Trader. 
Circus  rider. 
Same. 
Innkeeper. 
Grocer. 
Mariner. 
Same. 
Same. 
Same. 
Laborer. 
Gentleman. 
Spinster. 
Wheelwright. 
Mariner. 
Spinster. 
Housowright. 
Gentleman. 
Rope-maker. 
iMason. 
Coach-maker. 
Gentleman. 
Grocer. 
Baker. 
Trader. 
Gentleman. 
Stage  player 
Trader. 
Gentleman. 
Apothecary. 


Exec'n. 

Writ. 

Exec'n. 

W^rit. 


Exec'n 
Writ. 

Exec'n, 

Writ. 

Exec'n, 

Writ. 

Exec'n. 

Writ. 


Exec'n. 
Writ. 


Exec'n. 
Writ. 


Exec'n. 

Writ. 
Exec'n. 
Writ. 
Exec'n. 
Writ. 
Exec'n. 
Writ. 
(( 

Exec'n. 
Writ. 


Exec'n. 
Writ. 


Exec'n. 
Writ. 
Exec'n. 
Writ. 


Exec'n. 


Writ. 

Exec'n. 

Writ. 


Sum. 


9  46 
47  81 
10  00 
4ti  53 
20  00 
1000  00 
150  00 
50  00 

9  38 
20  00 
30  00 
lOa  90 
60  00 
10  01 
9  09 
20  00 
4  38 
30  00 
20  00 
20  00 
IG  9' 
30  00 
20  00 
78  48 
70  00 
20  00 
20  00 
42  45 
9  32 
20  00 
14  GO 
20  00 
14  68 
30  00 
24  77 
20  00 
100  00 
18  11 
20  00 
20  00 
20  0-,) 
37  45 
20  0!) 
20  00 


Manner  of  Discharge. 


20  00 


2')  00 
3.5  27 
10  00 
29  17 
10  00 
20  00 

100  00 
70  34 
14  76 

141  94 
49  14 
47  54 
3  97 
9J  55 
20  00 

947  74 

100  00 
20  00 


Creditor. 

Oath. 

Plaintiff. 

Oath. 

Plaintiff. 

Same. 

Plaintiff's  attorney. 

Same. 

By  plaintiff. 

Creditor. 

Non-payment  of  support. 

Same. 

Oath. 

Plaintiff. 

Creditor's  attorney. 

Creditor. 

Non-payment  of  eupport. 

Paid  demand. 

Same. 

Creditor's  attorney. 

Plainti{l''s  attorney. 

Creditor's  attorney. 

Plaintiff's  attorney. 

Same. 

On  limits. 

Plaintiff. 

Plaintiff. 

PlaintilPs  attorney. 

Paid  demand. 

Same. 

Plaintiff's  attorney. 

Same. 

Creditor. 

Plaintiff. 

Oath. 

Non-payment  of  support. 
On  limits. 


Non-payment  of  board. 

Oath. 

Plaintiff's  attorney. 


Non-payment  of  support^ 

Plaintiff's  attorney. 

Plaintiff. 

Oath. 

Plaintiff. 

Paid  demand.  , 

Plaintiff. 

Out  on  bail. 

By  plaintiff. 

Oath. 

By  plaintiff. 

Oath. 

Oath. 

Plaintiff's  attorney. 

Paid. 

By  creditor. 

Out  on  bail. 

By  plaintiff. 

Same. 

Non-payment  of  support. 
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are  now  found  willing  one  hundred  and  thirty  or  forty  persons,  from 
twelve  or  fifteen  churches,  of  different  denominations,  in  Charlestown 
and  Boston,  to  engage,  alternately,  by  tens  and  twenties,  as  teachers 
in  the  Sabbath  school,  in  the  State  Prison.  They  arc  not  only  willing 
to  go,  but  they  have  often  expressed  an  unv»illingness  to  stay  away,  till 
their  turn  should  come  to  cro  a^ain.     And  the  effect  of  their  iroin'T  is. 


Debtore. 

Creditors. 

Com- 
niilfed. 

Dis- 
charged. 

OcC'jpatioD. 

Prccess. 

Sum. 

?.ULn:-rof  DiscUa.'^v. 

S.F. 

A.  H.  B. 

Mar  31) 

Ap.  Iti 

ApotliL-Ciiry. 

Wrii. 

i'O  00 

Non-payment  of  suppori. 

S.  F. 

R.  G. 

" 

'I 

Same. 

80  00 

Same. 

S.  F. 

C.  W. 

<: 

<( 

Sjime. 

« 

70  GO 

Plaintiff's  attorney. 

.S.F. 

J.  D.  R. 

" 

" 

Same. 

20  00 

Non-paynicat  of  support. 

S.  F. 

J.  N. 

't 

a 

Same. 

30  00 

Same. 

P.  E. 

R.  E. 

u 

19 

.Mariner. 

30  00 

By  plaintiff. 

0. 

L.  VV. 

31 

Mar  31 

San,e. 

u 

140  00 

Out  on  hail. 

XV.  F.  .M. 

J.C.  &al. 

" 

Apr.  fi 

In:iliol;lcr. 

(< 

CO  00 

Piaintift''s  attornev. 

I.I. 

W.  R.  K. 

'< 

23 

Laborer. 

Exec'n. 

12  Tjo 

Plaintiff. 

G.S. 

G.G. 

(1 

o 

GeiUleman. 

Writ. 

140  00 

Plaintiff's  attorney. 

<\  Not  in  the  Directory  ;  J  in  the  Directorr.    100  in  three 


Barbers, 
Musicians, 
'i'ruckmen, 
Fcriveners, 
Stage  players, 


Fiddlers, 

Stablers, 

Circus  riders,  &c. 

Ministers, 

Physicians, 

116  Vv'rits  ; 


I  liaw  vers, 
LMercliani; 
l.'i  Females, 

0  Traders, 

0 


0[  Gentlemen, 
"  Mariners, 
Laborers, 
Mechanics, 


Executions. 


By  creditor  or  his  attorney, 
Non-payment  of  board. 


971  Oath, 

21 1  Debts  paid, 


Amount  paid,  §185  34.     Whole  amour.t  of  debts,  $12,793  84.    Time  lost,  1539  days. 


Cases  of  Imprisonment  for  Debt  in  the  Boston  Jail,  from  1820  tu  1830  inclusive,  11  Years, 
contrasted  with  Portsmouth.  N.  H.Jhe  Half-shire  Toxm  of  Rockingluim  County,  contain- 
ing, in  1820,  55,246  Inhabitants,  while  the  County  of  Suffolk  contained  only  43,940. 


Time 
when. 
1820      .... 

Whole 
Number. 
.     1442  .     . 

C-.urt  Co.  Pleas; 
over  20  dolls. 

....  861  ..     . 

J;isliie's  Proce« : 
uurter  20  doMs. 

.     .     .  582  .     .     . 

Portsmouth.  N.  H. 
iQ  contnti:. 
...  34 

1821           .     .     . 

1314   .     . 

....  343  ..     . 

.     .    .  971  .     .     . 

...  38 

1823      .... 

.     1017   .     . 

.     .     .     .  295  .     .     . 

.    .    .IVQ  .     .     . 

...  46 

1823      .... 

.    10ft2   .    . 

....  396  ..     . 

.     .     .  696  .     .     . 

...  23 

1824     .... 

716   . 

.     .     .  253  .     .     . 

.     .     .  463  .     .     . 

.     .  31 

1825     .... 

.      714   .     . 

.     .     .     .  212  .     .     . 

.     .     .  529  .     .     . 

.     .     .  16 

1826      .... 

.    1089   .     . 

.    .   .  2;i 

1827     .... 

.     1071    .     , 

?    .     !  683  .    .     ." 

...  16 

1628     .... 

.      991   .     . 

....  308   ..     . 

...  16 

1829  .... 

1830  .... 

.    1211    .    . 
.    1124  .     . 

.     .     .     .  465   .     .     . 
.     ...  447   . 

...  746 

.     .     .677 

11  years, 
Average  number. 

11,818 
1,074. 

Nothing  so  bad  as  Boston,  as  to  the  number  of  cases  of  imprisonment  for  debt.  New  York citv,  with 
a  population,  in  1820,  of  123,708,  had,  in  1828,  only  1085  cases  of  imprisonment  for  debt ;  and  Phila- 
delphia, with  a  population  of  137,097,  had,  in  3  years,  ending  Nov.  1,  1830,  only  3001  cases. 


Imprisonment  for  Debt  in  Worcester  Ccu7ity,  in  1830. 


Names. 

Residence. 

Occujialirn. 

Com- 
mitted. 

Process. 

Discbarje. 

Manner  of  Discharge. 

F.  B.  vs.  L.  H. 
H.  W.  vs.  E.  S.  H. 

N.  F.  IS.  A.  P. 

D.  F.  B.  vs.  H.  J. 

Worcester, 
Mendon, 

Worcester, 

Laborer, 

Yeoman, 
Laborer, 

Jan.  6 
6 

8 

Exon. 

Mesne  Pro. 

C.  V.  P. 
Exon. 

Jan.     19 

7 
o, 

24 

Creditor. 

No  funds  for  support. 

Same. 

Gave  two  confessions 
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to  make  the  convicts  feel  that  they  have  many  friends,  and  to  make 
Christians  feel,  that  they  have  many  duties  to  discharge,  and  prayers  to 
offer  for  this  class  of  men,  the  high  privileges  of  which  they  have  just 
discovered. 

But  is  there  no  danger,  in  making  a  State  Prison  a  school  of  reform, 
that  you  will  make  it  a  lure  to  vice,  a  place  which  villains  will  covet, 


Names. 


S.  F. 
B.  W 
I.  B. 
M.  B 
J.  S. 
L.G. 
S.  H. 

s.  c. 

M. 
L.  T. 


vs.  S.  B. 
.  vs.  E.  S. 
vs.  C.  G. 
.  vs.  D.  M.  Jr. 
D.r5.  T.  C. 
D.us.A.  H.P. 
vs.  N.  W. 
vs.  I 

C.  &  S.  F.    \ 
,  vs.  J.  J. 


T.H.Jr.rs.S.P.Jr. 

S.  T.  vs.  J.  L. 

O.  W.  vs.  A.  T.  F. 

W.  H.  vs.  H.  B.  A. 

W.  E.  vs.  N.  W. 

E.  H.  C.  vs.  T.  N. 

F.  H.  vs.  G.  L. 

H.  &  G.  vs.  I 

C.  &A.E.  B.    ] 
L.  B.  vs.  A.  M. 
E.  D.  vs.  D.  S. 
S.  F.  vs.  A.  T.  F. 
J.  B.  vs.  B.  N. 
J.  C.  vs.  B.  N. 
L.  N.  vs.  O.  B. 
W.  S.  vs.  O.  D.  L. 
S.  B.  vs.  H.  H. 
E.  C.  vs.  C.  H. 
T.&3.E.D.VS.S.S. 
L.  W.  vs.  J.  H.  W. 

G.  H.  H.  vs.  E.  B. 
T.  J.  vs.  J.  P. 

J.  H.  vs.Jy.B. 
F.&cS.vs.  H.D.  F. 
J.  H.  vs.  B.  C. 
A.  W.  vs.  B.  C. 
T.ofS.  W5.  D.C.II, 
T.  W.  vs.  P.  B.  II. 
T.ofS.Mid.Co.   ) 
vs.  A.  A.  ) 

E.  L.  vs.  Z.  S. 

N.  H.  B.  vs.  W.  J. 
D.  K.  vs.  P.  P. 
A.  R.  B.  vs.  M.  G. 
A.&.  M. assignees,  / 
vs.  M.  G.  ) 

II.  — .  clerk,  vs. 

J.&'j.E.D.c5.S.S 
.T.  W.  vs.  B.  &c  B. 
T.  T.  vs.  O.  D.  L. 
C.  W.  vs.  B.  G.  S. 

F.  H.  S.  vs.  C.  W. 

J.  C.  vs.  J.  C. 

H.N.H.r^.I.B.A. 

J.  F.  C.  vs.  C.  W. 
E.  M,  vs.  N.  B. 
J.  A.  S.  vs.  C.  F. 
In.  ofW.  r*.  J.  G. 

A.  D.  vs.  C.  P. 

B.  P.  vs.  D.  W. 
J.  A.  S.  vs.  C.  F. 
D.  B  vs.C.U. 


Hardwick, 

Dana, 

Leominster, 

Shrewsbury, 

Western, 

Worcester, 

Siirewsbury, 

Barre, 

Northbridgo, 

Western, 

Southbridge, 
Worcester, 


Shrewsbury, 
Worcester, 


Holden, 

Worcester, 
Westborough, 


Worcester, 

Northborough. 

Grafton, 

Dudley, 

Worcester,' 

Fitchburg, 

Petersham, 

Mendon, 

Worcester,     • 

Barre, 

Spencer, 
Mendon, 


Boy  Is  ton, 
Grafton, 
Oxford, 
Worcester, 


Sutton, 

Dudley, 
Milbury, 
Worcester, 

Hubbardston, 
llopkinton,  or 
Westborough, 

Worcester, 

Hubbardston, 
Oxford, 
Westborough, 
Worcester, 


Westborough, 
Western, 


Blacksmith, 
Yeoman, 


Laborer, 
Yeoman, 
Laborer, 

Machinists, 

Husbandman, 

Laborer, 

Laborer, 

Gentleman, 

Laborer, 

Tailor, 

Hatter, 

Laborers, 

Blacksmith, 
Laborer, 

Gentleman, 

Stone  cuttei'. 

Laborer, 

Yeoman, 

Lalwrer, 

Gentleman, 

Single  woman, 

Yeoman, 

Cordwainer, 

Single  woman. 

Yeoman, 


Cordwainer, 

Esquire, 

Yeoman, 
Laborer, 


Traders, 
Laborer, 
Physician, 
Cordwainer, 

Yeoman, 

Livery  stable  k, 

Yeoman, 

Cordwainer, 

Wheelwright, 

Gentleman, 

Cordwainer, 

Wheelwright, 
Gentleman, 


Jan.  8EX.C.C.P. 
9  Exoii. 


19 
19 
19 

23 

21 
10 
27 

29 

27 
Feb.  2 

4 
4 
6 
18 
IS 
19 
20 
23 
24 
24 
20 
26 
27 
27 
Mar.  4 
6 


30 
Apr.  2 


Mesne  Pro. 

Exon. 


Mesne  Pro. 

C.  C.  P. 

Mesne  Pro. 

a 

Mesne  Pro. 

C.  C.  P. 

Mesne  Pro. 


10 
9 

Jan.  14 
22 
29 

Mar.    14 

Jan.  19 
Mar.  11 
April  9 
3 


Mar, 
Feb. 

Jan. 


Feb. 


Mesne  Pro. 

Ex.C.C.P 
Mesne  Pro 


Exon. 


Mesne  Pro, 


Ex.C.C.P 

Exon. 

Ex.C.C.P 


Taxes. 
Mesne  Pro, 

Ex.C.C.P. 

Exon. 
Mesne  Pro 
Ex.C.C.P 

Mesne  Pro 


Mil.  Fine. 

Exon. 
Ex.C.C.P. 
Exon. 
Ex.C.C.P. 


Discharge. 


Mar.     8 


Feb. 
Mar. 

May 
April 

Mar. 


May 

Mar. 
April 


18 
Mar.  16 
April  1 

10 

10 


3 
14 
Juno  5 
April  19 


Mesne  Pro. 
C  .C.  P. 


Exon. 


Ex.C.C.P 
lExou. 


22  Exon. 
2G:Ex.C.C.P, 


May 

April  17 

19 

May    15 

April  26 

24 

23 


Manner  of  Discharge. 

Oath! 

Same. 

Paid  debt  and  cost. 

Creditor. 

Bailed. 

Creditor's  attorney. 

Paid  debt  and  cost. 


Creditor. 

Order  of  law 

Creditor. 
Same. 

No  funds  for  support. 

Bailed. 

Same. 

Creditor's  attorney. 

Creditor. 

Same. 

Same. 

Same. 

No  funds  for  support. 

Order  of  law. 

No  funds  for  support. 

Creditor's  attorney. 

Creditor. 

Same. 

Same. 

Bailed. 

Oath. 

Same. 

Same. 

Same. 

Same. 

Paid  debt  and  coat. 

Creditor. 

Same. 

Same. 

No  funds  for  support. 
Found  sureties. 
Oath. 
Bailed. 

No  funds  for  support 

Order  of  law. 

Creditor. 

Oath. 

Creditor's  attorney 

Oath. 

Creditor. 

Same. 


Bailed. 

Same. 

Oath. 

Creditor's  attorney. 

No  funds  for  support. 

Creditor's  attorney. 


May      5Creditor. 
June     2|Oath. 

3 
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and  commit  sin  that  they  may  inhabit  ?  Not  at  all.  There  have  not 
been  so  few  persons  committed  to  the  State  Prison,  at  the  spring  term 
of  the  different  courts  in  the  commonwealth,  and  at  the  monthly  sittings 
of  the  Municipal  Court  in  Boston,  for  many  years,  as  within  the  last 
three  months.  The  number  of  persons  committed  to  this  Prison  annu- 
ally, too,  is  diminishing  rather  than  increasing.     The  Prison  was  prob- 


Names. 

RcsiJence.         | 

Occupation. 

Corn- 
milled. 

Process. 

Discharge. 

Manner  of  Discliarg.-. 

J.  P.  VS.  C.  H. 

Palmer,               ( 

jJentlenian, 

Ap.  27 

E.x.C.C.P. 

June     2 

Oath. 

.S.  &M.&R.  W.  I 
rs.  C.  H. 

Spencer, 

feoman, 

30 

« 

Aug.     5 

Same. 

S.  E.  vs.  P.  H. 

Douglas, 

jaborer, 

30 

Exon. 

May    31 

Same. 

W.  P.  r5.  O.  B. 

Athol, 

Husbandman, 

May  4 

Mesne  Pro. 

19 

Creditor's  attorney. 

T.  ofH.  vs.  3.  A. 

Harvard, 

6 

Taxes. 

June      6 

Authority  of  the  town 

O.  M.  vs.  D.  M.  Jr. 

Shrewsbury, 

Gentleman, 

6 

Exon. 

7 

Oath. 

N.S.  &Co.  rs.     I 
D.  M.  Jr.            i 

a 

" 

6 

cc 

May    18 

Creditor. 

S.  &  M.  vs.  S.  E. 

Charlton, 

Trader, 

15 

Mesne  Pro. 

June    ]G 

Order  of  law. 

A.  P.  vs.  W.  B. 

West  borough, 

Laborer, 

8 

Con.  Ex. 

1 

Creditor's  attorney. 

S.  G.  S.  vs.  I.  D. 

Grafton, 

iTeoman, 

15 

Mesne  Pro. 
C.  C.  P. 

19 

Bailed. 

II.  T.  vs.  J.  P. 

Worcester, 

Laborer, 

18 

Mesne  Pro. 

1 

No  funds  for  support. 

J.  R.  IS.  J.  K. 

" 

" 

22 

" 

May    24 

Bailed. 

L.  W.  vs.  N.  C. 

Holden, 

Yeoman, 

21 

Mesne  Pro. 
C.  C.  P. 

28 

Same. 

D.  F.  B.  rs.  J.P. 

Worcester, 

(( 

24 

Exon. 

31 

Creditor. 

F.  &  L.  vs.  S.  W. 

Westborough, 

Cordwainer, 

31 

" 

July      8 

Oath. 

D.  R.  vs.  J.  P. 

Grafton, 

Laborer, 

31 

Mesne  Pro. 
C.  C.  P. 

June      1 

No  funds  for  support 

D.  B.  vs.  J.  G.  II. 

Leicester, 

June  1 

Exon. 

July      8 

Creditor. 

A.  F.  vs.  C.  H 

Palmer, 

Hampden  Co. 
Miiford, 

Gentleman, 

2 

Ex.C.C.P. 

3 

Oath. 

M.  C.  vs.  A.  S.  B. 

Laborer, 

3 

a 

June    25  Paid  debt  and  cost. 

P.  M.  vs.  J.  W. 

Worcester, 

Gentleman, 

4 

Mesne  Pro. 

5jNo  funds  for  support. 

C.  W.  vs.  A.  B. 

Princeton, 

Yeoman, 

4 

" 

CBailed. 

J.  G.  rs.  H.  B. 

Barrc, 

Husbandman, 

9 

Exon. 

11 

Creditor. 

D.  F.  B.  M.  D.  W. 

Worcester, 

Carpenter, 

9 

(( 

15 

Same. 

J.  H.  rs.  S.  R.  T. 

Hubbardston, 

Mercliaiit, 

12 

Ex.C.C.P. 

24 

Same. 

E.  M.  IS.  C.  II. 

Palmer, 

Yeoman, 

14 

" 

July     IS'Oath. 

D.  H.  vs.  J.  S. 

Western, 

16 

Exon. 

Juno    19Creditor. 

T.J.  F.  vs.  J.  A. T. 

Worcester, 

Laborer, 

22 

<; 

28 

Same. 

E.  B.  vs.  S.  B. 

Princeton, 

Yeoman, 

24 

t« 

July      2 

Same. 

J.  B.  r.*.  W.  R. 

Ilardwick, 

(( 

25 

«' 

30 

Creditor's  attorney. 

H.  &  W.  vs.  A.  C. 

Laborer, 

25 

Mesne  Pro. 

Aug.    12 

Same. 

J.B.P.r.'.  T.H.R. 

W.  Boylston, 

Blacksmith, 

2!l 

Exon. 

July      ] 

Same. 

W.M.vs.A.B. 

Sterling, 

Laborer, 

2(i 

" 

3 

Creditor. 

A.R.B.rs.O.D.L. 

Worcester, 

Yeoman, 

2C 

" 

20 

Oath. 

B.  &  N.  vs.  S.  S.  H. 

Sutton, 

Blacksmith, 

28 

a 

June    29 

Creditor 

W.  L.  vs.  J.  R. 

Mondon, 

28 

Ex.C.C.P. 

July    30 

Oath. 

D.  J.  Jr.  vs.  L.  W. 

Southborough, 

Laborer, 

29 

Exon. 

10 

No  funds  for  support. 

A.  R.rs.  D.  D.F. 

Worcester, 

Macliinist, 

25 

" 

June    29 

Creditor. 

D.  F.  r*.  A.  B.  M. 

Princeton, 

Cordwainer, 

26 

" 

July    — 

Oath. 

H.  A.  vs.  L.  C.  Jr. 

Southbridge, 

Laborer, 

July  ] 

Mesne  Pro. 

■        3 

Creditor. 

H.  K.  vs.  I.  S. 

Holden, 

Cordwainer, 

] 

Exon. 

2jSame. 

J.  L.  V.  r.*.  J.  W. 

Miiford, 

u 

2 

-Mesne  Pro. 

C|No  funds  for  support 

I.  D.  vs.  J.  C. 

Worcester, 

Yeoman, 

3 

Exon. 

Oi Broke  bonds. 

A.  P.  vs.  \V.  B. 

Westborough, 

3 

" 

Aug.    17 

Creditor. 

F.  &  P.  vs.  W.  B. 

Brookfield, 

Yeoman, 

5 

Ex.C.C.P. 

July      8 

Same. 

S.W.A,tv».N.B.Jr. 

Sterling, 

6 

Exon. 

10 

Same. 

N.  H.  vs.  U.  B. 

Milbury, 

6 

7 

Same. 

T.  T.  vs.  A.  G. 

Worcester, 

Laborer, 

7 

8 

Same. 

Z.  E.  vs.  A.  R. 

Southbridge, 

7 

Exon. 

No  funds  for  support 

J.C.rs.  W.  A. 

Oxbridge, 

Manufacturer, 

7 

Ex.C.C.P. 

July      8 

Creditor. 

B.M.  r5.  B.&J.A 

u 

9 

" 

.\ug.      9 

Oath. 

D.  F.  B.  r5.  S.  W. 

Worcester, 

Laborer, 

9 

Exon. 

9 

Same. 

L.  W.  vs.  F.  A. 

Tin  pit.  worker 

9 

" 

July     10 

Creditor. 

B.  &  L.  vs.  E.  S. 

Templeton, 

Laborer, 

10 

it 

24 

Same. 

S.  M.  rs.  A.  C. 

Miiford, 

" 

13 

(C 

Same. 

B.  B.  O.  vs.  J.  D. 

Worcester, 

Blacksmith, 

12 

" 

17JSamo. 

N.  C.  vs.  C.  H. 

Palmer, 

Hampden  Co. 
Worcester, 

Gentleman, 

15 

Ex.C.C.P. 

Aug.    19path. 

I.  D.  vs.  J.  E. 

Laborer, 

15 

Exon. 

July     15  Paid  debt  am!  cosrt. 

C.  B.  vs.  G.  H. 

Dana, 

15 

^  ii 

Aug.    17  Creditor's  ati  vney. 

M.  D.  rs.  I.  B. , 

Petersham, 

Cordwainer, 

15 

" 

23!Same. 

B.  &  X.  vs.  J.  K. 

Sutton, 

15 

" 

Sept.   23 

lOath. 
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ably  never  before  so  great  a  terror  to  evil  doers  as  it  is  now.  Good 
men  look  upon  it  with  complacency ;  bad  men  with  abhorrence,  till 
they  become  good. 

Leverctt  Street  Jail,  Boston. — The  true  character  of  this  place  is  be- 
ginning to  be  understood.  The  crowded  night  rooms ;  the  1000 
debtors    annually,    and    the    1000  criminals  and    vagrants;    the  men 


Names. 

Residence. 

Occupaiiou. 

Com- 
mitteJ. 

Trocess. 

Discharge. 

Maimer  of  Discharge. 

F.  V^.  1-5.  J.  B. 

Sterling, 

Yeoman, 

Julvl4 

Exon. 

July 

17 

Creditor's  attorney. 

E.H.B.rs.G.W.G. 

Worcester, 

Laborer, 

15 

Mesne  Pro. 

28 

Same. 

R.  &  L.  vs.  Z.  W. 

Sturbridge, 

u 

16 

Exon. 

18 

Creditor. 

G.  S.  vs.  S.  G. 

Sutton, 

16 

" 

17 

Same. 

A.  C.  vs.  J.  H.  D. 

Shrewsbury, 

" 

16 

" 

20 

Creditor's  attorney. 

h.  S.  vs.  J.  C. 

Filcliburjj, 

Yeoman, 

16 

Ex.  C.C.P. 

Aug. 

16 

Oath. 

K.  &.  F.  vs.  E.  C. 

u      °' 

'• 

18 

Exon. 

July 

21 

Creditor. 

.\.  T.  vs.  O.  A. 

Northbridgo, 

" 

8 

" 

8 

Paid  debt. 

G.  VV.  vs.  O.  A. 

Uxbridge, 

Trader, 

17 

Ex.  C.C.P. 

Sept. 

22 

Oath. 

J.  E.  vs.  B.  li. 

HolJ.e:i, 

Yeoman, 

17 

" 

Aug. 

16 

Creditor. 

W.  &  B.  vs.  B.  C. 

Harvard, 

Laborer, 

17 

Exon. 

26 

Oath. 

B.C.vs.B.l.. 

Grafton, 

" 

19 

Mesne  Pro. 
C.  C.  P. 

July 

19 

Bailed. 

C.  E.  R.  vs.  C.  C. 

Hardwick, 

u 

20 

Exon. 

Aug. 

14 

Creditor. 

L.  H.  vs.  Z.  VV. 

New  Braintrec, 

Cordwainer, 

20 

(( 

5 

Same. 

L.  B.  vs.  I.  A. 

" 

Laborer, 

20 

u 

July 

22 

Creditor's  attorney. 

W.  C.  &  Sons  vs.  I 
T.  VV.  C.            S 
O.  P.  vs.  L.  P. 

Dana, 

20 

" 

26 

Creditors. 

Hubbardston, 

Husbandman, 

20 

Aug. 

21 

Oath. 

T.  T.  vs.  II.  J. 

Worcester, 

Laborer, 

20 

" 

July 

23 

Creditor's  attorney. 

A.  P.  i'5.J.S. 

Westborough, 

" 

20 

C( 

Aug. 

17 

Creditor. 

F.  J.  C.  vs.  R.  VV. 

Oxford, 

Gentleman, 

21 

Ex.  C.C.P.!  July 

23 

Creditor's  attorney. 

i^.  C.  vs.  S.  D. 

Lancaster, 

Yeoman, 

20 

Exon.          ]Aug. 

20 

Oath. 

G.  C.  vs.  T.  S. 

Oxford, 

Blacksmith, 

21 

CL 

July 

22 

Creditor's  attorney. 

J.  G.  T.  vs.  T.  T. 

Lancaster, 

Laborer, 

21 

_ 

Aug. 

11 

Creditor. 

S.  T.  vs.  C.  11. 

Uxbridge, 

" 

2-3 

" 

July 

23 

Creditor's  attorney 

B.  P.  vs.  D.  W. 

VVorcoster, 

Carpenter, 

22 

u 

Aug. 

5 

Same. 

E.F.P.SlCo.vs.I 
VV.  T.                 1 
T.  ofL.  vs.  L.  P. 

N.  Brookfiold, 

Laborer, 

22 

Sept. 

23 

Oath. 

Leominster, 

cc 

24 

Taxes. 

Aug. 

6 

Paid  debt  and  cost 

B.  &  B.  vs.  D.  S. 

Charlton, 

" 

24 

Exon. 

25 

Oatii. 

H.,  J.  &  Co.  vs.     > 

n.  c.  F.         i 

Worcester, 

li 

25 

Mesne  Pro. 
C.  C.  P. 

Bailed. 

S.  K.  vs.  A.  M. 

Milbury, 

" 

28 

E.xon. 

Aug. 

5 

Creditor. 

B.F.&Co.ws.L.T. 

Douglas, 

" 

28 

Ex.  C.C.P. 

Sept. 

9 

Oath. 

I..B.Jr.f5.J.H.2d. 

Ward, 

Yeomnn, 

28 

Exon. 

Aug. 

18 

Creditor. 

G.  H.  H.  vs.  J.  B. 

Leominster, 

Laborer, 

2S 

" 

30 

Oath. 

VV.,  B.  &  Co.  vs.  ) 

E.  F.  VV.            1 

C.  F.  I's.  E.  F.  W. 

Shrewsbury, 

'^ 

30 

u 

sept. 

1 

" 

a 

" 

30 

Mesne  Pro. 

Aug. 

12 

Creditor. 

J.  L.  vs.  E.  R.  F. 

Westborough, 

11 

30 

<' 

Sept. 

9 

Same. 

L.  B.  vs.  R.  VV. 

Sturbridge, 

Gentleman, 

30 

" 

Aug. 

30 

Bailed. 

B.  H.  vs.  S.  B. 

Hardwick, 

Blacksmith, 

30 

Mesne  Pro. 
C.  C.  P. 

12 

Creditor. 

R.  S.  S.  vs.  L.  K. 

Grafton, 

Yeoman, 

31 

Exon. 

3 

Same. 

D.  F.  &  Co.  vs. 
AV.  M.  0. 

Westborough, 

" 

31 

" 

9 

Paid  debt  and  cost . 

J.  V.  B.  vs.  L.  E. 

O.xford, 

Laborer, 

31 

Mesne  Pro. 
C.  C.  P. 

7 

Creditor's  attorney. 

N.  R.  vs.  3.  O. 

Lancaster, 

Yeoman, 

31 

Exon. 

14 

Creditor. 

J.P.&J.Jr.f5.J.D. 

Worcester, 

Blacksmith, 

31 

Mesne  Pro. 

July 

31|Same. 

G.  H.  vs.  C.  A. 

Southborough, 

Yeoman, 

31 

Ex. 

Aug. 

19 

Same. 

J.  A.  F.  vs.  J.  S. 

Barre, 

u 

31 

" 

Sept. 

6 

Oath. 

D.  H.  vs.  S.  J. 

Oxford, 

(( 

Aug.  2 

Mesne  Pro. 
C.  C.  P. 

Aug. 

17 

Creditor. 

C.  E.  G.  vs.  S.  C. 

Worcester, 

2 

Exon. 

7 

No  funds  for  support. 

L.  B.  vs.  E.  II.  G. 

Douglas, 

Yeoman, 

2 

a 

Order  of  law. 

L.  B.  vs.  G.  H. 

if 

2 

(' 

Aug. 

8 

Same. 

S.,G.&M.fs.B.B 

Worcester, 

Yeoman, 

3 

" 

3 

Creditors'  attorney. 

D.  &  B.  vs.  A.  A. 

Holden, 

Laborer, 

3 

a 

Sept. 

1 

Creditors. 

S.  B.  vs.  H.  K. 

Ashburnham, 

Yeoman, 

3 

li 

Aug. 

31 

No  funds  for  support. 

A.  H.  vs.  A.M.  Jr 

Leominster, 

Carpenter, 

3 

ii 

lllCreditor. 

D.  F.  vs.  VV.  A. 

Uxbridge, 

Yeoman, 

3 

li 

Sept. 

3|Oath. 

D.  T.  vs.  T.  K.  Jr. 

Dudley, 

Sailor, 

3 

Mesne  Pro. 
C.  C.  P. 

Aug. 

4 

Creditor. 

H.  M'F.  vs.  C.  H. 

Spencer, 

Yeoman, 

4 

Exon. 

7 

Paid  cost. 

A.  B.  vs.  M.  A.  M. 

Oxford, 

Laborer, 

4 

Ex.  C.C.P. 

— 

Creditor. 

29 
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and  the  women ;  the  old  men  and  black  boys ;  the  idiots,  the 
lunatics  and  the  drunkards ;  all  confined  in  two  buildings  at  night, 
and  on  the  Sabbath,  in  which  there  can  be  no  separation,  and  no  effec- 
tual supervision  or  restraint,  to  prevent  gambling  and  falsehood,  profane 
swearing  and  lascivious  conversation,  wrath,  strife,  backbiting  and 
revenge ; — this  is  a  state  of  things,  in  regard  to  which  we  have  been 


C2 


Names. 

Residence. 

Occcjiatioii. 

torn. 
uiJtteJ. 

Process. 

Discharge. 

Manner  of  Discharge. 

R.&A.S.r*.  M.G. 

Worcester, 

Laborer, 

Aug.  5 

Eson. 

Aug 

6, Creditors'  attorney. 
24  Same. 

II.  D.  vs.  S.  B.  S. 

Charlton, 

'• 

b 

" 

L.  VV.  r.-.  A.  P.  Jr. 

Oxford, 

" 

7 

<« 

14 

Creditor. 

1).  L.  B.  1-5.  H.  T.  'Worcester. 

(] 

" 

10 

Creditor's  attorney. 

H.  K.  N.  vs.  H.  T.  -        " 

Tailor, 

•J 

Mesne  Pro. 

10 

Same. 

R.K.SlCo.vs.C.B. 

Grafton, 

Machinist, 

S 

Mesne  Pro. 
C.  C.  P. 

13 

No  funds  for  support. 

O.  F.  vs.  O.  F. 

Fitehburg, 

Yeoman, 

10 

Ex.C.C.P. 

Sept. 

11 

Oath. 

n.  W.  MV.  Co.    } 

vs.  J.  nr        i 

Dudley, 

Laborer, 

10 

(( 

Aug 

20 

No  funds  for  support. 

C.  VV.  w.  E.  II. 

Barre, 

Cotton  Manuf. 

11 

Mesne  Pro. 

14 

Creditor. 

N.  p.  vs.  T.  B. 

Xorthbridge, 

-Manufacturer, 

11 

Exon. 

28 

Paid  debt  and  cost. 

G.W.n.is.M.A.M. 

Oxford, 

" 

laiEx.c.c.p. 

Sept 

13 

Oalh. 

L.  \V.  vs.  S.  B. 

Hardwick, 

Blacksmith, 

16 

Exon. 

Aug 

16 

Paying  cash. 

J  W.ScSons.vs.) 
J.  M.                  \ 

Douglas, 

Laborer, 

17 

u 

Sept. 

10 

Creditors. 

S.  M.  B.  1-5.  D.  II.F. 

Westborough, 

Gentleman, 

23 

Mesne  Pro. 
C.  C.  P. 

Aug. 

25 

Bailed. 

L.  B.  vs.  H.  B. 

Lancast'^r, 

Laljorer, 

23 

Mesne  Pro. 

24 

cc 

T.  T.  vs.  O.  D.  L. 

Worcester, 

" 

23 

Exon. 

Sept 

27 

Creditor. 

J.M.  vs.  B.  &C. 

Uxbridgf, 

Brick  makers. 

30 

Ex.C.C.P. 

14 

Same. 

J.M.  1-5.  B.  &C. 

" 

" 

30 

" 

Same. 

B.  &  B.  vs.  F.  B. 

a 

Laborer, 

30 

Mesne  Pro. 
C.  C.  P. 

Same. 

C.  B.  vs.  F.  B. 

tt 

a 

30 

Same. 

W.  M.  B.  vs.  F.  B. 

" 

(( 

30 

Mesne  Pro. 

Same. 

R.  H.  vs.  J.  A. 

Brookfield, 

'<■ 

30 

Ex.C.C.P. 

28 
14 

Oath. 

D.  &  B.  vs.  J.  H.  D. 

\.  Brookfield, 

Husbandman, 

30 

Exon. 

Creditors. 

S.  M.  B.  vs.  A.  F. 

Worcester, 

Laborer, 

30 

Ex.  C.C.P. 

Same. 

H.  P.  vs.  M.  W. 

Upton, 

" 

31 

Exon. 

Oct. 

in 

Same. 

J.  S  T.  vs.  B.  0. 

Brookfield, 

" 

Sep.  1 

" 

Creditor's  attorney. 

J.  L.  vs.  E.  R.  F. 

Westborough, 

" 

3 

Mesne  Pro. 
C.  C.  P. 

Sept. 

9 

Creditor. 

H.  B.  vs.  n.  A. 

Dudley, 

Painter, 

3 

Exon. 

8 

Creditor's  attorney. 

A.  W.  vs.  J.  E. 

Leicester, 

Yeoman, 

4 

Mesne  Pro. 

5 

Creditor. 

C.  H.  W.  &  Co.    ) 
vs.  M.  T. 

Sterling, 

Laborer, 

10 

Exon. 

Ort. 

23 

Same. 

A.  L.  vs.  J.  P. 

Western, 

Yeoman, 

11 

« 

Sept. 

12 

No  funds  for  support 

J   R.  i-s.  E.S. 

Grafton, 

Housewright, 

14 

«< 

Nov. 

3 

Same. 

3.B.VS.J.H. 

Barre, 

Laborer, 

15 

:' 

Oct. 

7 

Creditor's  attorney. 

D.  C.  C/crA:  com.  ) 
vs.  B.  D.  Jr.       \ 

Spencer, 

Yeoman, 

15 

C( 

Sept. 

21 

Order  of  law. 

L.  H.  V5.  M.  D.  H. 

Ward, 

Laborer, 

18 

a 

28 

Creditor's  attorney. 

A.  D,  vs.  J.  W. 

Harvard, 

" 

21 

li 

Oct. 

13 

Creditor. 

S.  11.  S.  U5.  J.P.F. 

Westborough, 

Physician, 

22 

Mesne  Pro. 
C.  C.  P. 

Sept. 

24 

No  funds  for  support. 

1,   \V.  W5.  J.  H.W. 

Worcester, 

rentleman, 

Mesne  Pro. 

Oct. 

6 

Order  of  law. 

R   W.  r5.  L.  B. 

<' 

Wagoner, 

Oct.  1 

u 

30 

Creditor. 

■VV.  M.  T.  i>5.  L.  B. 

t' 

u 

1 

(' 

30 

Same. 

J.  L.  V.  r..  E.  F. 

Upton, 

CorJwainer, 

4 

« 

22 

Same. 

S.,  H.  &  Co.  vs.    } 
E.  M.  K.             1 

Ward, 

Yeoman, 

Sop.20 

Exon. 

9 

Creditor's  attorney. 

J   U.  1-5.  E.  S. 

Worcester, 

Laborer, 

Oct.  6 

Mesne  Pro. 

27 1 

Creditor. 

G.  W.  9s.  3.  P. 

\tliol, 

rlusbandman, 

5 

1|  Creditor's  attorney. 

L.  W.  vs.  S.  S. 

Worcester, 

Gentleman, 

C 

u 

Bailed. 

V.  S.  vt.  E.  R.  W. 

Millbury, 

Laborer, 

8 

Exon. 

13 

Creditor. 

S.  B.  vs.  J.  B. 

Shrewsbury, 

" 

9 

" 

xVov. 

12 

Oath. 

H.  B.  rs.  A.  G. 

Worcester, 

«« 

13 

11 

Oct. 

14 

'aid  debt  and  cost. 

E.  N.  1-5.  J.  M.  W. 

Upton, 

:'ordwainer. 

16 

it 

16 

Creditor. 

L.  E.  r*.  M.  C. 

A'orcester, 

blacksmith, 

16 

Ex.  C.C.P. 

Nov. 

23, Creditor's  attorney. 

J.  S.  vs.  J.  S. 

Fitchburg, 

Laborer, 

19 

Exon. 

Dec. 

4  Same. 

L.  &S.  1-5.  J.C. 

Leominster, 

(' 

20 

u 

Oct. 

23  Paid  debt  and  cost. 

T.  L.rs.J.  C. 

" 

20 

Mesne  Pro. 

23,Bailcd. 

L.  M.  vs.  A.  H. 

Worcester, 

u 

23 

cc 

Nov. 

3     » 

S.  M.  B.  vs.  A.  II. 

" 

2;3 

Exon. 

22  Oath. 

S   A.Jr.  mJ.  G. 

" 

Yeoman, 

27 

" 

Oct. 

27 

'aid  debt  and  cost. 
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admonished  more  than  once  within  the  last  year,  by  gentlemen  whose 
opinion  in  this  community  is  never  disregarded,  and  entreated  to  do 
something  about  it,  and  assured  of  most  entire  cooperation,  if  an  effort 
shall  be  made  to  procure  tiie  erection  of  a  building  for  $30,000,  admit- 
ting of  separation,  supervision,  and  perfect  control  over  this  corrupt  and 
corrupting  mass  of  our  city's  population.     The  Semi-annual  Report  of 


Naraes. 

Resideuce. 

Occupation. 

Com- 
mitted. 

Trocess. 

Discharged. 

Maimer  of  DischiT|;e. 

VV.  P.  VS.  C.  C. 

Tyugsboro'j 

Laborer, 

Xov.  2 

Mesne  Pro. 
C.  C.  P. 

Nov.  21 

Creditor. 

C.  T.  vs.  C.  C. 

« 

a 

2 

21 

Same. 

M.  L.  S.  vs.  C.  B. 

Westminster 

Trader, 

5 

Exon. 

11 

Same. 

P.  C.  ts.  L.  II. 

SouthbriJge, 

Yeoman, 

5 

Mesne  Pro. 
C.C.  P. 

Feb.  23,1831. 

No  funds  for  support. 

C.W.vs.L.B. 

Sturbridge, 

" 

8 

Exon. 

Nov.lB, 

'31. 

Creditor's  attorney. 

A.  K.  H.  vs.  H.  H. 

Worcester, 

Laborer, 

8 

" 

Mar.U, 

'31. 

Oath. 

H.  R.  r^-.  I.  M. 

Upton, 

Yeoniai!, 

9 

Ex.C.C.P. 

Nov.  12, 

'30. 

Creditor. 

H.  C.  vs.  C.  C. 

Southbridge, 

Lal.'orer, 

9 

Exon. 

Dec.  13, 

u 

Oath. 

».  F.  B.  vs.  J.  L. 

Worcester, 

u 

16 

" 

Jan.    8, 

'31. 

Creditor. 

A.  P.  vs.  C.  B. 

Grafton, 

Merchant, 

17 

Mesne  Pro. 

Nov.  20, 

'30. 

Taken  on  execution. 

B.S.vs.S.C. 

Worcester, 

Laborer, 

17 

" 

Dec.  17, 

u 

Same. 

A.  P.  rs.  C.  P. 

Grafton, 

Machinist, 

20 

Ex.C.C.P. 

Mar.  9, 

'31. 

Oath. 

N.B.Jr.rs.J.A. 

BrookfielJ, 

Laborer, 

21 

Mesne  Pro. 

Nov.  22, 

'30. 

No  funds  for  support. 

:i.  &  B.  vs.  A.  H. 

Worcester, 

't 

22 

Exon. 

Dec.  24, 

u 

Oath. 

W.W.W.i's.I.J.Jr. 

Sutton, 

Yeoman, 

24 

Ex.  C.C.P. 

14, 

" 

Creditor. 

S.  L.  vs.  I.  J.  Jr. 

" 

u 

24 

Mesne  Pro. 

20, 

" 

Creditor's  attorney. 

X.  C.  vs.  I.  J.  Jr. 

" 

'( 

24 

" 

20, 

" 

Same. 

J.  B.  vs.  L.  H.  A. 

Worcester, 

Staje  dri\-cr 

27 

Mesne  Pro. 
C.  C.  P. 

Jan.  15, 

'31. 

Creditor. 

D.  B.  vs.  II.  S. 

Oxford, 

Laborer, 

27 

Mesne  Pro. 

Dec.   7, 

'30. 

No  funds  for  support. 

W.  B.  vs.  hj  M. 

Asliburnham, 

Blacksmith, 

Dec.  1 

Exon. 

Jan.  10, 

'31. 

Oath. 

A.  S.  &.CQ.VS.J.S. 

Uxbridge, 

Laborer, 

4 

Ex.C.C.P. 

3^ 

u 

" 

D.W.&Go.r^.O.B. 

Paxton, 

6 

a 

Dec.  14, 

'3D. 

Creditor. 

A.  H.  B.  vs.  E.  F. 

Worcester, 

Cordwainer, 

8 

" 

Dec.  10, 

(( 

Creditor's  attorney. 

E.  C.  vs.  L.  H. 

Southbridge, 

Gentleman, 

Nov.  5 

Mesne  Pro. 
C.  C.  P. 

Feb.  28, 

'31. 

Creditor. 

J.  R.  D.  vs.  C.  C. 

a 

Laborer, 

Dec.  1.3 

Mesne  Pro. 

Feb.   3, 

u 

No  funds  for  support. 

W.  E.vs.  P.  R. 

Worcester, 

Yeoman, 

13 

Exon. 

Dec.  14, 

'30. 

Creditor. 

IX  W.  vs.  D.  K.  T. 

Lancaster, 

Carpenter, 

16 

" 

Dec.  — , 

" 

Same. 

S.  C.  vs.  E.  S. 

Hubhardston, 

Lab'.n-er, 

17 

« 

Jan.  19, 

'31. 

Oath. 

T.ofM.vs.&.H. 

Milbury, 

21 

Taxes. 

Dec.  2.5, 

'30. 

Paying  debt  and  cost. 

G.  B.vs.A.G. 

Worcester, 

Yeoman, 

23 

Mesne  Pro. 

24, 

" 

Bail. 

L.  W.  vs.  S.  J. 

Dana, 

Gentleman, 

24 

Exon. 

Jan.  26, 

'31. 

Oath. 

A.  VV.  vs.  A.  B. 

Milbury, 

Yeoman, 

29 

Mesne  Pro. 
C.C.P. 

31, 

a 

Order  of  law. 

Whole  number,  258 : — on  execution,  183  5  on  writ,  80 : — for  taxes  and  military  fine,  5  : — on  justices' 
process,  for  sums  not  exceeding  $20, 183 : — from  Worcester,  64 : — discharged  by  the  creditor  or  his 
attorney,  139  ;  by  the  oath,  60  ;  by  non-payment  of  board,  25  ;  by  bail,  20  ;  by  payment,  15. 


Cases  of  Im-prisonment  for  Debt  in  Northantpton  in 

1830. 

Plaintiff. 

Defendant. 

Resideuce. 

Amount 
Exon. 

Costa. 

Fees. 

Com- 
mitted. 

Discharsa!. 

Process. 

JIanner  of  Dis- 
charge. 

E.  T.S. 

E.  W. 

Northampton, 

1  04 

Jan.  5 

Jan. 

6 

Writ. 

No  support. 

C.  L.  S. 

B.  C.  Jr. 

86  84 

4  19 

4  OG!         11 

15 

ExoB. 

Creditor. 

E.  C.  H. 

S.  P. 

Chesterfield, 

20  34 

3  42 

2  44  Feb.  6 

Feb. 

9 

« 

A.  C. 

B.R. 

Amherst, 

13  57 

3  16 

1  98 

10 

11 

" 

<t 

15.  C.  H. 

N.A.  S. 

W^eslhampton, 

24  5.5 

5  11 

2  16 

10 

Mar. 

12 

u 

Oath. 

E.J. 

S.  H. 

Hatfield, 

13  93 

3  54 

1  46 

13 

15 

(C 

Creditor. 

L.  B. 

H.W. 

Amherst, 

12  .57 

2  63 

1  89 

20 

15 

" 

u 

E.  B. 

S.J. 

Norwich, 

47  06 

9  68 

2  73 

20 

22 

(( 

Oath. 

M.  D. 

L.  M. 

Belchertown, 

2  60 

22 

Feb. 

27 

W>it. 

No  support. 

G.  E. 

J.  B. 

Amherst, 

3  72 

^2 

27 

u 

"        " 

P.  R.  R. 

C.C. 

Hatfield, 

29  49 

9  33 

1  80 

23 

Mar. 

1 

Exon. 

Creditor. 

E.  C.  H. 

D.  H. 

Northampton, 

1  08 

Mar.  2 

3 

Writ. 

No  support. 

G.  S. 

J.  B. 

Williamsburg, 

1  32 

12 

15 

" 

It        ti 

Bail, 

J.  B. 

Amherst, 

23 

April 

21 

Bail  Bond. 

Creditor. 

C.  C. 

C.T. 

Northampton, 

71  41 

8  29 

3  30 

Apr.  3 

May 

3 

Exon. 

Oath. 

W.R. 

0.  T. 

Williamsburg, 

10  47 

4  87 

98 

13 

April 

14 

u 

Payment. 

D.  C.  G.  ) 

&  al.    S 

H.  P. 

Ware, 

9  73 

3  04 

3  20 

22 

May 

1 

u 

Creditor. 

D.  V. 

A.  S. 

Northampton, 

19  24 

3  04 

1  37 

MavlO 

26 

" 

No  support. 

J.  W.  Jr. 

S.  R. 

Cummington, 

17  4G 

3  40 

2  40 

17 

24 

(' 

Creditor. 

31 
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the  Rev.  Dr.  Tuckerman,  on  this  subject,  lias  done  mucn  to  enlighten 
the  public  mind.  The  sheriff  and  the  jailer  know,  and  feel,  and  say,  that 
there  can  be  no  proper  discipline  in  the  present  buildings.  The  grand- 
jury,  while  it  commends  the  care  taken  of  the  buildings,  such  as  they 
are,  presents  the  evils  of  the  present  construction.  The  overseera  are 
ready  to  appear  before  the  city  government,  and  testify  what  they  know, 


Plaintiff. 

DefeuJant. 

R;siJence. 

Amount 

Exon. 

Costs. 

Fees 

njo 

Com- 
milled. 

DiscJiar-eU. 

I'rocMj. 

aiannerof  Dis- 
ctiarge. 

1).  S. 

t\  n.  K. 

Iladley, 

IJ  54 

3  16 

Mav2U 

June 

16 

Hxon. 

No  supi»ort. 

JI.  w. 

D.H.K. 

Nortli.impton, 

1  36 

'22 

May 

2:j 

Writ. 

E.H.  M'G. 

S.  M.  D. 

Amherst, 

1  61 

22 

25 

Bail. 

Bail, 

H.  P. 

Ware, 

24 

27 

Bail  Bond. 

Creditor. 

B.J. 

W.  L. 

Hutfiuhl, 

30  70 

8  49 

2  32 

26 

June 

25 

Exon. 

Oath. 

P.  E,  G.  ) 

&.  al.    \ 

A.  S. 

Northampton, 

54  04 

17  27 

5  03 

26 

July 

5 

" 

cc 

1).  S.  £i  al. 

3.  S.  2d. 

" 

1  04 

June  1 

Juae 

29 

Writ. 

No  support. 

Bail, 

Same, 

" 

12 

28 

Bail  Bond. 

Creditor. 

C.  B. 

S.  T. 

BelchertowTi, 

12  93 

3  09 

2  45 

8 

19 

Exon. 

No  support. 

O.E. 

M.  W. 

Chesterfield, 

2  44 

9 

20 

AVrit. 

B.D.icaZ. 

J.T. 

Belchertowii, 

1  47 

15 

15 

Bail. 

I.W.  fcaZ. 

A.  S. 

Ware, 

1  80 

23 

July 

3 

" 

No  support 

J?.  \y. 

\.  \V. 

Cummington, 

1  80 

25 

June 

30 

(C 

Creditor. 

A.  K. 

H.  B. 

Ware, 

8  75 

26 

July 

3 

" 

Bail. 

I.  J.  Jr. 

S.  c.  2d. 

Northampton, 

91 

28 

June 

30 

C( 

No  support. 

E.  &  C.  C. 

X.  \Y. 

Cuinniingtori, 

15  78 

3  79 

1  05 

30 

July 

6 

Exon. 

PaTime.nt. 

Bail, 

J.S. 

Northampton, 

1  00 

July  6 

12 

Creditor. 

f.  B. 

G.  W. 

Western, 

1  64 

6 

10 

Writ. 

cc 

E.  T.  S. 

E.  W. 

Northampton, 

33  54 

6  69 

1  70 

8 

Aug. 

9 

Exon. 

Oath. 

P.I. 

F.D. 

South  Hadley, 

14  94 

3  28 

1  90 

10 

15 

<i 

Note. 

A.W.&  aZ. 

H.  R. 

Northampton, 

1  12 

10 

11 

Writ. 

No  support. 

E.  C.&aZ. 

M.  W. 

Granby, 

142  88 

10  08 

6  00 

12 

21 

Exon. 

Creditor 

LB. 

L.T. 

" 

23  16 

3  16 

2  22 

12 

19 

(( 

cc 

W.L.&aZ. 

Same, 

<( 

12  00 

3  95 

1  78 

12 

20 

« 

Note. 

E.  C.  H. 

J.S. 

Northampton, 

1  00 

12 

12 

Writ. 

Creditor. 

D.  T. 

D.R. 

Pelliam, 

8  32 

3  27 

2  84 

12 

16 

Exon. 

Oath. 

I.  B. 

A.D. 

South  Hadley, 

12  33 

5  27 

2  20 

14 

July 

19 

" 

Creditor. 

E.  W. 

A.  C. 

Belcliertown, 

10  81 

4  49 

1  91 

15 

Aug. 

14 

a 

Oath. 

f.  B. 

A.  B. 

Granby, 

1  24 

14 

9 

Writ. 

Creditor, 

S.M. 

A.D. 

" 

15  89 

3  79 

1  80 

14 

14 

Exon. 

Oath. 

G  C.L. 

J.  P. 

Southampton, 

10  78 

2  88 

2  00 

15 

July 

17 

(( 

Creditor. 

L.B. 

A.M. 

tc 

9  17 

3  51 

1  39 

15 

19 

(( 

R.&A.M. 

A.D. 

Granby, 

17  82 

3  Oo 

1  feu 

16 

Aug. 

16 

« 

Oath. 

I.  K. 

A.  B. 

Belcliertown, 

11  90 

3  20 

2  26 

19 

July 

28 

" 

Creditor. 

R.  U. 

R.  B. 

« 

11  70 

3  05 

2  27 

19 

29 

(( 

A.W.&  aZ. 

E.  E. 

Northampton, 

5  97 

3  26 

68 

21 

21 

li 

cc 

(t.  W. 

\V.  S. 

Amherst, 

8  34 

3  21 

1  35 

22 

Aug. 

10 

<c 

cc 

E.  P.  H. 

J.  N. 

Northampton, 

8  94 

3  20 

1  41 

22 

July 

23 

" 

cc 

H.  B. 

X.S. 

Chesterfield, 

23  :^t2 

3  3-2 

2  23 

24 

Aug. 

2 

<( 

cc 

L.  S. 

A.  C. 

Amlierst, 

13  81 

2  84 

2  50 

29 

28 

" 

Oath. 

l.B. 

A.B. 

Granby, 

15  82 

3  46 

1  56 

14 

9 

«« 

Creditor. 

Z.C. 

S.  B. 

Amherst, 

11  23 

3  32 

1  99 

Aug.  5 

17 

« 

cc 

J.  VV.  H. 

O.  V. 

Nortiiampton, 

1  04 

10 

12 

Writ. 

cc 

O.  W. 

E.E. 

" 

16  49 

2  96 

1  20 

10 

12 

Exon. 

cc 

H.C. 

H.  B. 

" 

11  28 

4  20 

85 

10 

Sept. 

13 

" 

Oath. 

I.E. 

L.T. 

Belcliertown, 

9  16 

3  77 

2  36 

11 

Aug. 

17 

" 

Creditor. 

S.M. 

A.D. 

Granby, 

J.  M.  &  al. 

T.C. 

Williamsburgj 

16  76 

3  00 

1  30 

16 

18 

(C 

Creditor. 

C.  C. 

W.W.W. 

Chesterfield, 

10  24 

3  44 

85 

17 

19 

cc 

E.G.  &aZ. 

R.G. 

Amherst, 

16  90 

3  09 

2  09 

23 

24 

ct 

(C 

S.  W. 

E.T. 

U 

20  86 

10  11 

2  23 

23 

Sept. 

14 

u 

cc 

F.  F.  C.  1 

8Lal. 
E.C. 

J.  R.  C. 

Greenwich, 

14  24 

3  42 

3  5c 

24 

27 

« 

Oath. 

N.M. 

Amherst, 

9  67 

3  28 

1  57 

20 

2.^) 

(C 

cc 

J.H. 

I.e. 

Easthampton, 

16  87 

2  38 

1  78 

Sept.  2 

Oct. 

4 

cc 

cc 

Z.  E.  E.  ^ 

V.  R.  B. 

Northampton, 

1  29 

4 

Dec. 

4 

Writ. 

Creditor. 

Bail, 

s.  s. 

Hadley, 

4 

Bail  Bond. 

A.  P. 

N.W. 

Northampton, 

1  04 

G 

Sept. 

7 

Writ. 

Creditor. 

Bail, 

C.  M. 

Ware, 

1  32 

2  94 

6 

16 

Taxes. 

^lectmen. 

J.S. 

F.  W.  N. 

Hadley, 

174 

10 

Writ. 

No  support. 

Bail, 
H.  W. 

s.s. 

u 

7 

Bail  Bond. 

Discharged. 

c.  c. 

Hatfield, 

1  70 

16 

Oct. 

11 

Writ. 

Bail. 

J.  P. 

Same, 

" 

1  70 

16 

12 

" 

Creditor. 

E.  T. 

Same, 

(( 

1  70 

16 

11 

(C 

cc 

W.  K. 

T.H. 

Amherst, 

8  43 

3  41 

I  77 

21 

22  Exon.          1 

cc 

S.  A. 

R.  M. 

Northampton, 

3  09 

Oct.  7 

8' 

Writ.           1 

No  support. 

39 
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if  it  would  do  any  good  ;  so  that  the  responsibility  appears  to  rest  upon 
the  mayor  and  aldermen,  and  city  council ; — and  when  was  it  ever 
known,  that  the  gentlemen,  at  the  head  of  the  city  government,  were 
slow  to  regard  the  voice  of  their  fellow  citizens,  calling  loudly  for  any 
public  improvement? 

House  of  Reformation  for  Juvenile  Delinquents  in  Boston, — This 


Fhiintiff. 

Defendant. 

Residence. 

Amount 
Exon. 

Costs. 
Tl2 

Fees. 
1T7 

Com- 
mitted. 

Discharged. 

Process. 

Manner  ot  Dis- 
charge. 

K.T.          jC.  C. 
F.  P.           ISame, 

Hatfield, 

14  68 

Oct.  I. <  Oct. 

12 

Exon. 

Creditor. 

(C 

17  34 

4  1'2 

1  27 

12 

28 

" 

cc 

H.  K.          |W.  W. 

Williamsburg, 

1  \^ 

12 

19 

Writ. 

" 

B.  &B.      jl.  S. 

Belchertown, 

13  22 

3  65 

2  53 

18 

28 

Exon. 

Note. 

— .  U.  fca^iSame. 

11  .50 

3  09 

3  07 

18 

27 

i( 

Creditor. 

J.  H.  A. 

G.  E. 

Northampton, 

16  04 

5  7-2 

1  25 

21 

22 

" 

Payment. 

L.S. 

S.  S. 

Amherst, 

55  00 

9  27 

27 

29 

" 

Creditor. 

L.S 

E.  A. 

Hatfield, 

9  54 

3  21 

1  33 

Nov  13 

Nov. 

24 

«' 

" 

s.  c.        !j.  W. 

Belchertown, 

14  9'J 

3  09 

3  03 

17 

17 

(( 

" 

Bail, 

J.  T.  S. 

Northampton, 

]8 

Ltec. 

18 

Bail  Bond. 

" 

Same, 

A.  T. 

<( 

i29 

18 

iri 

((        (( 

" 

II.  W.S. 

T.  T. 

u 

14  57 

3  66 

19 

26 

Exon. 

No  support. 

E.  C.  H. 

C.  W. 

« 

19  50 

2  76 

1  24 

23 

24 

<' 

Creditor. 

E.G. 

E.  G.  Jr. 

Plainfield, 

6  60 

4  46 

90 

25 

26 

" 

E.  H.  S.     i„  p 
&  al.       7"  ^' 

Amherst, 

6  56 

4  56 

1  64 

Dec.  15 

21 

Milit.Fine. 

Imprisonment. 

E.G.  H. 

|W.  C.  P. 

NorthamptoR, 

17  64 

3  36 

1  16 

Nov25 

Nov. 

26 

Eion. 

Creditor. 

Northampton, 

Belchertown, 

Amherst, 

Plainfield, 

Norwich, 

Chesterfield, 

28 
10 
14 

1 
1 
3 

W'esthampton,                1 
Williamsburg,                4 
Hatfield,                          6 
Ware,                              4 
Cummington,                  3 
Hadley,                            4 

Western, 

South  Hadley, 

Granby, 

Pelham, 

Greenwich, 

Easthampton, 

1 

2 

i 

1 
1 

Northampton, 
Amherst, 
Belchertown, 
15  other  towns 

47 

Committed  in  1825, 

"   1826, 

"  1827, 

"           "  1828, 

"          "   1829, 

57 
55 
73 
93 
70 
90 
453 

Comviitted. 
On  writ,                                      26 
On  execution,                               63 
For  more  than  $50,                        5 
Unknown,                                    -35 
Loss  than  $20,                             49 
From  20  to  $50,                             9 

No  supp 

Oath, 

Creditor 

Bail, 

Paymen 

Amount 

■Time  los 

Discharged. 
ort, 

J 

17 

15 

54 

4 

3 

"          "  1830, 
Total  in  six  years, 

paid,                    $42,29 
t,                     1387  days. 

Small  Nujnher  of  Cases  of  Imprisonment  for  Crime,  compared  unth  the  Cases  oj  Imprison- 
ment for  Debt,  in  the  same  County,  for  the  same  time. 


Name. 

Residence. 

Crime. 

Committed. 

Discharged. 

Authority  and  Cause. 

C.  S. 

Dana,  Worces.  Co. 

Larceny, 

Jan. 

18 

Mar.  26, 1831 

Sentence  expired. 

(i.W.G. 

Granby, 

19 

24,  '30. 

C.  C.  Pleas. 

J.F. 

Ware, 

" 

20 

April  27,  '30. 

Sent  to  S.  Prison. 

LL. 

Southampton, 

Assault  and  battery. 

Feb. 

17 

June  25,  '30. 

Sentence  expired. 

S.  T. 

Prescott, 

((                   ii 

Mar. 

8 

Mar.         '30.  ;C.C.  Pleas. 

C.B. 

Northampton, 

C(                          tt 

April 

9 

April  12,  '30.  Paid  fine  and  cost 

D.  H. 

Greenwich, 

Arson, 

10 

21,  '30.}  S.J.  Court. 

H.  H.  C. 

Amherst, 

Larceny, 

Mar. 

25 

Sept.  2.%  '30.  j  Sentence  expired. 

S.  M. 

Northampton, 

" 

Oct. 

7 

Mar.  26,  '31.           "            " 

G.  A.W. 

Easthampton, 

Trespass, 

15 

'31.   C.C.  Pleas. 

J.  S. 

Northampton, 

Common  drunkard. 

Nov. 

18 

April        '31.   Selectmen  of  N. 

N.  W. 

Pelham, 

Assault  and  battery, 

20 

Nov.  26,  '30. 1  Paid  fine  and  cost. 

W.  T. 

Northampton, 

«                    u 

Dec. 

■/ 

Dec.   29, '30. 1  Recognized. 

Z.  T. 

41 

Common  drunkard. 

9 

Overseers  of  poor. 

J.  B. 

(' 

Lewdness, 

9 

April   1, '31.  Is.  J.  Court. 

J.  A. 

U 

Assault  and  battery, 

29 

Mar.    1, '31. 

C.  C.  P. 

Criminals  committed 

in  1825, 

25 

u                    u 

1826, 

23 

(C                             (C 

1827, 

24 

U                          (( 

1828, 

32 

tc                  u 

18-29, 

21 

<£                   te 

1830, 

16 

Total  in  six  years, 

141 
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institution  remains  as  it  was.  It  reflects  the  highest  honor  upon 
the  former  mayor,  to  whose  energy  the  public  are,  in  a  great  measure, 
indebted  for  its  establisliment.  Its  character  has  been  most  minutely 
and  ably  described  by  the  late  chief  justice,  whose  letter,  containing 
tlie  description,  has  been  stereotyped,  and  widely  circulated  by  this 
Society.     It  is  almost  entirely  supported,  at  an  expense  of  about  6G000 

C.ises  of  Imprisonmeni  for  Debt  in  Berkshire  County  in  1830,  and  for  a  Course  of  Years. 


CreJitor. 

Debtor. 

Debt. 

Cost. 

Committsd. 

Discharged. 

_       J 

Manner  of  Discharge. 

.».  N. 

M.  M. 

300  81 

7  89 

Jan. 

7 

Feb. 

7 

Creditor. 

T.  A.  G. 

J.J. 

9  6(J 

12 

Jan. 

24 

(( 

C.  N.  U. 

S.  If. 

7  81 

4  68 

18 

Feb. 

1 

C.  D. 

E.  F. 
C.  S. 
A.  W. 

14  12 

2  95 

18 

Jan. 

22 

" 

S.  L. 

E.  P.  Jr. 

20  00 

2  99 

Feb. 

12 

March  15 

Poor  debtor's  oath. 

S.  W. 

Taxes. 

24 

1 

Order  of  selectmen. 

PI,  F. 

Taxes. 

26 

16 

D.  P.  B. 

F.  C. 

15  22 

5  42 

April 

2 

May 

3 

Poor  debtor's  oath. 

R.  a. 

N.  H. 

6  98 

3  96 

24 

April 

25 

No  funds  for  support. 

:<.  Av. 

D.N. 

15  60 

2  99 

28 

May 

28 

Creditor. 

M.  V'D. 

F.C. 

17  43 

3  11 

May 

3 

14 

M.  &  C. 

S.  II. 

20  00 

4  59 

3 

s.  c. 

E.  «?. 

24  75 

6  85 

6 

7 

11 

(.).  w. 

S.  C.  N. 

69  43 

6  44 

22 

June 

21 

Poor  debtor's  oath. 

N.  S.  &  oZ.k 

J.  \V. 

8  97 

2-* 

May 

3u;  Creditor. 

L.  W. 

B.  n. 

9  55 

3  26 

June 

~4 

July 

5  Poor  debtor's  oath. 

J.  W. 

L.  T. 

8  24 

3  10 

21 

June 

121  Cash. 

x\.   P. 

O.  11. 

6  00 

3  03 

23 

July 

23 

Poor  debtor's  oath. 

J.  s. 

J.  R. 

5  71 

2  71 

29 

June 

30 

Creditor. 

J.  B.  W.  &  Co. 

D.  C. 

8  09 

3  96 

July 

14 

Julv 

as 

J.  V'B. 

B.  W. 

3  84 

3  53 

14 

Sep't. 

15 

Poor  debtor's  oath. 

C.  T.  &  al. 

W.  B. 

5  40 

2  831 

14 

July 

21 

Creditor. 

Same, 

R.  B. 

11  48 

2  95 

14 

15 

L.  D. 

H.F. 

91  58 

8  53 

15 

Aug. 

17lPoor  debtor'3  oath 

M.  I. 

J.  \V. 
L.  W. 

7  68 

7  86 

17 
2 

July 

17 
31 

Creditor. 
(1 

J.  -\.  &  al. 

M.  P. 

20  00 

2  61 

23 

Aug. 

27 

u 

S.  S. 

H.  W.  S. 

33  41 

20  92 

24 

23 

Poor  debtor's  oath. 

c.  s. 

S.  K. 

5  63 

11  99 

26 

25 

«              (C                    (1 

M.  11. 

J.  S. 

18  00 

3  94 

29 

2 

Creditor. 

C.  S.  T.  (c  al. 

J.  E.  T. 

8  57 

2  95 

29 

July 

30 

(( 

L.  T. 

29 

31   No  funds  for  support. 

T.A.  G.&tu'. 

A.  N. 

65  11 

8  73 

30 

Aug. 

30 

Poor  debtor's  oath. 

S.  P.  Jt  al. 

A.  H.  H. 

152  94 

14  85 

31 

24 

Creditor. 

C.  V'D. 

J.  H.  Jr. 

160  00 

9  58 

31 

0 

E.  M.  B. 

J.  S.  B. 

15  90 

2  51 

Aus. 

4 

Sept. 

3 

Poor  debtor's  oath. 

S.  D.  S. 

0.  C. 

12  63 

7  90 

6 

G 

11                 (t                    U 

c;.  K. 

R.  R. 

7  63 

5  59 

7 

8 

It             i:               u 

W.  E.  G. 

E.G. 

6  24 

50 

13 

Aug. 

2-3 

Creditor. 

R.  K. 

J.  H.  B. 

20  00 

3  44 

16 

Sept. 

22 

Poor  debtor's  oath. 

T.  0.  B. 

J.  D. 

10  74 

3  53 

23 

15 

((            ((               u 

P.  K. 

S.L. 

6  70 

3  07 

30 

9 

Creditor. 

IK  V.  M. 

F.D. 

6  35 

4  86 

31 

20 

p..  B. 

I.J. 

17  28 

2  55 

Sept. 

21 

27 

cc 

.X.  C. 

T.  B. 

60  00 

44  40 

24 

Oct. 

26 

Poor  debtor's  oath. 

T.  E.  a. 

J.  W.  S. 

5  75 

2  .5.5 

24 

5 

Creditor. 

W.  W.  &  C.  L. 

C.  W. 

20  00 

9  561 

2S 

Nov. 

10 

K.  P. 

S.  F. 

14  44 

5  12 

29 

8 

Poor  debtor's  oath. 

W.  W. 

C.  H.  L. 

18  91 

3  25  Oct. 

1 

Oct. 

26 

Attorney's  order. 

H.  N.  C. 

W.  L.  K. 

2  00 

6  61 

5 

11 

P.  B. 

E.  C. 

10  24 

2  54 

9 

Nov. 

8 

Poor  debtor's  oath. 

O.  E. 

I.  W. 

21  50 

Nov. 

6 

Dec. 

18 

((          «           (1 

I.e. 

A.  P.  H. 

11  51 

5  52 

10 

14 

((                  IC                   « 

E.  M.  B. 

J.  B. 

54  07 

8  87 

15 

Nov. 

22 

Creditor. 

L.  \V. 

R.  H. 

5  16 

2  55 

20 

Dec. 

20 

Poor  debtor's  oath. 

A.  S. 

I.  P.  C. 

55  15 

12  94 

27 

Jan. 

3 

((                  (C                  11 

T.  ic  C.  &  Co. 

B.  II.  F. 

7G  59 

8  41 

Dec. 

7 

Dec. 

17 

Creditor. 

J.  P. 

W.  P. 

24  46 

7  89 

2D 

Jan. 

21 

Poor  debtor's  oath. 

Under  $10,  21 ;  under  $20,  37  ;  under  §50,  51  ;  over  $50,  9. 

Whole  amount  of  debts,  $1,.565  20  -,  amount  of  costs,  ,?303  36  ;  number  of  days  lost,  1,267 ;  amount 
of  do!)ts  paid,  $8  24  ; — discharged  by  oath,  27-,  by  creditor  or  his  attorney,  26.  The  cases  given 
above  are  those  committed  on  execution,  and  do  not  include  those  committed  for  taxes,  nor  those  on 
mesne  process,  nor  those  surrendered  by  bail. 
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annually,  by  the  city  of  Boston,  the  munificent  city  in  giving  knowledge 
and  early  discipline  to  the  young.  It  has  been  established  about  four 
years ;  and  during  that  time  has  rescued — some  from  vagrancy,  some 
from  haunts  of  vice,  and  some  from  the  Leverett  Street  Jail  and  House 
of  Correction,  and  all  from  crime,  or  the  avenues  to  crime — 303  youth 
from  six  to  sixteen  years  of  age.     These  have  all  been  housed,  clothed, 


The  cases  of  Imprisonment  for  Debt  in  the  County  of  Berkshire,  for  a  course  of  years  ending  Sep- 
tember 1,  were  as  follows  :  1796=30;  1797=23:  1798=27:  1799=59:  1800=44:  1801=25: 
1802=22  :  1803=41 :  1804=31 :  1805=35  :  1806=29  :  1807=29  :  1808=51  :  1809=45  :  1822=84  : 
lS23=g7:  1824=34:   1825=96:   1820=99:  1827=108:   1828=94:   1829=91. 


Cases  of  Imprisonment  for  Debt  in  Salem,  Essex  Countrj,  Mass., 


1830. 


Debtors. 

Committed. 

Discharged. 

Residence. 

Debt. 

Process. 

Manner  of  Discharge. 

J.B. 

J^n.     12 

Feb. 

\r\ 

Salera, 

206  39 

Exon. 

Oath. 

J.  G. 

18 

Jan. 

96 

16  GO 

Writ. 

No  funds  for  supjiort. 

W.  W. 

19 

Feb. 

15 

<' 

20  00 

" 

Put  on  criminal  list. 

P.P. 

19 

18 

And  over, 

18  83 

Exon. 

Oath. 

J.  H.  N. 

Feb.      5 

Mar. 

8 

Lynn, 

16  34 

u 

li 

J.  D. 

5 

Feb. 

6 

Salem, 

20  00 

(' 

Settled  with  creditor 

W.  B. 

n 

11 

Newburyport, 

75  00 

Writ. 

Put  on  criminal  list. 

E.G. 

15 

16 

Danvers, 

600  UO 

Exon. 

No  funds  for  support. 

CO. 

17 

Mar. 

5 

Salem, 

10  08 

" 

w.  p. 

IS 

9 

19  06 

" 

Settled. 

J.  D.  P. 

25 

Feb. 

26 

" 

1003  00 

Writ. 

No  funds  for  support. 

E.  M. 

Mar.     8 

Mar. 

10 

Lvnn, 

83  65 

Exon. 

Settled  with  creditor. 

M.  M. 

8 

10 

u     ' 

83  00 

u 

u            u              (.: 

V.W. 

8 

9 

Boston, 

28  37 

" 

u           a              (( 

E.  D. 

10 

April 

12 

Lynn, 

59  00 

" 

Oath. 

3.  r.  K. 

25 

3 

Andovcr, 

10  44 

" 

Settled  with  creditor. 

5.  H. 

May    29 
31 

June 

3 

Salem, 

5  00 

Writ. 

Settled  by  note. 

E.G. 

May 

31 

Marblehead, 

22  59 

Exon. 

Settled  with  creditor. 

VV.  C.  T. 

June      1 

July 

2 

Gloucester, 

42  00 

" 

Oath. 

B.  F.  N. 

1 

June 

2 

Lvnn, 

19  87 

(C 

No  funds  for  support. 

S.  I.  S.  H. 

o 

8 

Beverly, 

25  00 

Writ. 

Bailed. 

E.G. 

2 

9 

Andover, 

17  04 

Exon. 

No  funds  for  support. 

W.  A.  T. 

5 

21 

Saugus, 

9  92 

"                " 

D.  C.  Jr. 

19 

July 

23 

Lynn, 

189  76 

" 

Oath. 

.T.  M'N. 

21 

June 

27 

Stonoham, 

57  32 

>( 

Settled  with  creditor. 

S.  I.  S.  H. 

23 

25 

Beverly, 

25  00 

" 

No  funds  for  support. 

\.  F. 

July      3 

Au?. 

6 

Lynn, 

77  00 

u 

Oath. 

T.  D. 

Julp 

19 

Saugus, 

9  55 

li 

Settled  with  creditor. 

vS.  T. 

5 

19 

(. 

10  93 

" 

"        "          " 

S,  E. 

8 

17 

Topsfield, 

15  00 

Writ. 

Bailed  by  D.  T. 

I.G. 

13 

22 

Andovcr, 

9  80 

" 

Settled  with  creditor. 

B.  F. 

16 

Aug. 

16 

Middleton, 

47  95 

Exon. 

Oath. 

vi^.  G. 

23 

19 

Salem, 

7  00 

Writ. 

No  funds  for  support. 

W.  C. 

27 

July 

27 

'< 

30  00 

" 

Creditor. 

E.G. 

29 

Aug. 

6 

Saugus, 

22  76 

Exon. 

No  funds  for  support. 

B.  N. 

29 

28 

(( 

20  97 

(( 

Oath, 

b!g. 

29 

4 

4( 

10  25 

" 

Settled  with  creditor. 

A.  C. 

Au-.     2 

9 

Salem, 

20  61 

Writ. 

(f             ((                u 

T.  H. 

5 

Sept. 

6 

Metbuon, 

20  09 

Exon. 

Oath. 

S.  E. 

7 

6 

Topstielii, 

21  20 

" 

" 

VV.  W.  B. 

11 

6 

Saugus, 

51  14 

" 

" 

H.  B. 

12 

Aug. 

13 

Andover, 

14  48 

(( 

Settled  with  creditor. 

N.  A. 3d. 

13 

Sep't. 

21 

" 

51  02 

(C 

Oath. 

W.  D.  W. 

14 

Aug. 

31 

Lynn, 

20  00 

Bail  Bond. 

Settled  with  attorney. 

D.  D. 

23 

Sept. 

8 

a     ' 

14  00 

Exon. 

Settled  with  creditor. 

W.  N.  Jr. 

25 

1 

Lynnfield, 

24  00 

" 

"        "           " 

E.  H. 

30 

30 

Saugus, 

54  92 

" 

((        <'          ii 

E.  F.  T. 

30 

Aug. 

31 

Marblehead, 

100  00 

Writ. 

No  funds  for  support. 

J.  E.  Jr. 

Sept.     3 
3 

Oct': 

4 

Lvnn, 

33  55 

Exon. 

Oath. 

.T.  D. 

Sept. 

4 

Salem, 

12  83 

Writ. 

Bailed  by  J.  W. 

J.  S.  Jr. 

11 

Oct. 

13 

Beverly, 

82  28 

Exon. 

Oath. 

I.  G. 

16 

5 

Andover, 

21  09 

<' 

No  funds  for  support. 

J.  G. 

33 

2 

Lynn. 

8  69 

" 

Settled  with  attorney. 

W.  F.  P. 

Oct.      2 

4 

VVenham. 

698  32 

Writ. 

Bailed  by  A.  D.  and  others. 

S.  S.  R. 

4 

4  1  Boxford,  ' 

58  97 

Exon. 

Settled  with  creditor. 

C.  G. 

5 

6 1  Salem, 

20  03 

u 

"         "           " 

J.  P. 

16 

Nov. 

15 

1  Saugus, 

17  89 

(( 

Oath. 
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fed,  protected,  governed,  prayed  for,  and  religiously  instructed  ;  in  a 
word,  treated  like  children  in  a  well  managed  Christian  family — not  a 
Christian  family  where  there  is  no  government.  One  of  the  most  suc- 
cessful teachers  in  the  city  lately  said,  that  he  had  received  some  of  the 
best  lessons  and  principles  in  the  government  of  his  school,  from  the 
House  of  Reformation  ;  and  a  teacher  of  one  of  the  public  sc|iools  testi- 


Debtors. 

Committed. 

Discharged. 

Raidencc. 

D«bt. 

Proce«. 

M»nner  of  Di«;harge, 

E.P. 

Oct.     16 

Oct.  2.-3,  ':w. 

Mi.ldlcton, 

1000  00 

Slander  writ. 

No  funds  for  tfupporl. 

E.E. 

2". 

26,  '30. 

Gloucester, 

103  00 

Writ. 

Bailed  by  J.  &  J.  P. 

S.  P. 

Nor.      2 

Nov.    5,  '30. 

Topsfield, 

100  00 

Bail  Bond. 

No  fujids  for  support. 

CD. 

9 

Dec.  10,   '30. 

Cluincv, 

15  00 

Writ. 

30  dttji  aflor  judgoient. 

W.  M.  R. 

22 

23,  '30. 

Salem, 

142  83 

Exon. 

Oatl,: 

E.  VV.  VV. 

25 

Nov.  2.%  '30. 

" 

66  01 

Writ. 

Settled  with  cniditor. 

A.B. 

Dec.      8 

Feb.    7,  '31. 

Topsfield, 

60  00 

" 

No  funds  for  support. 

W.  C. 

10 

Dec.  17,  '30. 

Methuen, 

61  47 

Exon. 

u                     i; 

J.T. 

10 

Jan.  24,  '31. 

Beverly, 

38  35 

" 

Oath. 

Whole  number,  65:  of  whom  15  were  from  Salem  ;  11  from  Lynn  :  8  from  Saugus  ;  6  from  Aa- 
dover  ;  4  from  Topsfield;  from  Danvers,  Marblehe»d,  Jfcwburyport,'  Boston,  Gloucester,  Beverly, 
Methuen,  Lynnfield,  Wenham,  Roxford,  and  Cluincv,  16: — 44  committed  on  execution;  19  on  writ; 
2  on  bail  bond  :— whole  amount  of  debts,  $5,862  59  :  for  less  tiian  $10,  6  ;  for  .'^20  and  under,  31 ; 
for  less  than  $50,  42  :— discharged  by  oath,  18  j  by  settlement,  23. 


Cases  of  Imprisonment  for  Debt  in  Ipswich,  Essex  County,  in  1830. 


Creditor. 

Debtor. 

Residence. 

Committed. 

Discharged. 

Debt, 

Cost. 

Manner  of  Discharge. 

S.  D. 

J.C. 

Ipswich, 

Fob. 

26 

Feb. 

26 

8  81 

2  P2 

Note  for  debt  and  cost. 

W.  S. 

J.  H. 

Danvers, 

March 

16 

March 

21 

342  28   18  25 

No  funds  for  support. 

D.  C. 

F.  L. 

Rowley, 

May 

3 

June 

o 

82  48  1 2(3  90 

Oath. 

R.  B. 

G.  B.  S. 

Gloucester, 

June 

7 

July 

17 

21  00121  41 

Note  for  debt  and  coet. 

E.P. 

W.  K. 

Hamilton, 

July 

27 

27 

8  31 

2  99 

Note  for  debt. 

J.  P. 

S.L. 

Gloucester, 

27 

Aug. 

30 

7  93 

14  78 

Oath. 

M.  T. 

N.  J.  Jr. 

Ipawich, 

Aug, 

14 

16 

850 

2  11 

Note  for  debt  and  cojit. 

B,  B.  W. 

T.  F. 

Haverhill, 

19 

25 

4  00 

8  07 

Jlil.  fine  ;  time  expired. 

A.  P. 

W.  B. 

" 

Sept. 

2 

Sept. 

25 

255  03 

21  26 

Note  for  debt  and  cost. 

J.  H.  Jr. 

A.  S. 

Gloucester, 

Oct. 

9 

Oct. 

11 

5  50 

6  85 

Paid  debt  and  cost. 

E.  S. 

W.  D.  Jr. 

" 

14 

Dec. 

19 

14  78 

18  63 

Creditor. 

W.  P.  Jr. 

J.  A.  Jr. 

«« 

19 

Oct. 

2,1 

33  32 

7  35 

Paid  debt  and  cost. 

J.  P. 

F.D. 

Rowley, 

Dec. 

1 

Dec. 

4 

72  50 

14  47 

Creditor. 

Whole  number,  13  :  of  whom  5  were  from  Gloucester  ;  2  from  Ipswich  ;  2  from  Haverhill  ;  2  from 
Rowley  ;  1  from  Danvers,  and  1  from  Hamilton : — 9  on  writ ;  4  on  execution  : — whole  amount  of 
debts,  $84444  ;  amount  of  costs,  $165  99  :  time  lost,  224  days  :  amount  of  debu  paid,  $38  82. 


Cases  of  Imprisonment  for  Debt  in  the  Jail  at  Lechmcre  Point,  Cambridge,  Middlesex 
County,  from  Jan.  1,  ISoO,  to  Jan.  I,  1831. 

Whole  number  of  cases,  195:  on  execution,  112  ;  on  writ,  56  ;  surrendered  by  bail,  13  :  on  jiisticoi* 
process,  for  sums  not  exceeding  $20, 112  ;  on  process  from  Court  of  Common  Pleas,  ibr  sums  exceod- 
ing  $20,  56. 

From  Charlostown,  63;  from  Cambridge,  40  ;  from  Medford,  11  ;  from  Boston,  8  ;  from  Maiden,  8  : 
from  Lowell,  7  ;  from  W^oburn,  6  ;  from  Watertown,  6  ;  from  Brighton,  5;  from  Reading,  4  ;  from 
Newton,  4;  from  West  Cambridge,  Billcrica,  and  Lexington,  3  each  ;  from  Wnltham,  Stoncham, 
Needh&m,  and  South  Reading,  2  each  ;  from  East  Cambridge,  Groton,  Burlington,  Uopkington, 
Sherburne,  and  Nalick,  1  each. 

Discharged. 

For  want  of  support,  15  ;  by  creditor's  attorney,  14 ;  by  bail,  23  ;  by  creditor,  48  ;  by  the  oath,  44  ; 
by  payment,  11. 

Committed. 

In  January,  8  ;  in  February,  13  ;  in  March,  17  ;  in  April,  15  ;  in  May,  8  ;  in  June,  24  ;  in  July,  22; 
in  August,  24  ;  in  September,  18  ;  in  October,  19  ;  in  Novembei,  17  ;  in  December,  11, 
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fies,  that  a  nuisance  in  his  school  was  removed  to  the  House  of  Reforma- 
tion, and  in  a  few  months  was  restored  a  reformed  boy,  and  remained 
in  his  school,  a  living  example  of  moderation,  self-government  and  good 
behavior.  We  give  one  instance  more  of  the  benefits  conferred  by  this 
institution,  because  the  particulars  came  under  our  own  observation. 
Not  long  since,  an  officer  of  this  Society  was  passing  through  the  yard 

Cases  of  Imprisonrrientfor  Debt  in  Dedliam,  Norfolk  Co., in  1830. 


^•o. 

Debt. 

Costs.  ^ 

Fees. 

CoBunitted. 

Discharged. 

Manner  of  Discbarge. 

~r 

16  68 

8  81 

3  82 

Jan. 

16 

Feb. 

13 

No  funda  for  support. 

2 

183  33 

17  77 

8  14 

19 

18 

Order  of  law. 

3 

870  17 

24  40 

13  72 

Feb. 

12 

Mar. 

92 

i<                    (C 

4 

5 

G 

05 

8  09 

3  90 

19 

Feb. 

24 

.  Creditor. 

10  00 

4  22 

2  71 

20 

Mar. 

24 

Order  of  law 

7 

19  35 

3  42 

177 

25 

29 

(C                    (C 

8 

24  50 

30  55 

5  l\^ 

Mar. 

13 

Apri 

25 

«              <c 

9 

15  00 

3  57 

3  52 

19 

Mar, 

SO 

No  funds  for  support. 

10 

11  22 

3  37 

3  30 

19 

20 

Creditor. 

11 

14  72 

2  88 

1  83 

29 

April 

« 

No  fund*  foriupport. 

13 

10  00 

4  55 

3  33 

Apri 

8 

15 

Creditor. 

13 

9  34 

4  63 

2  66 

17 

May 

4 

No  funda  for  support. 

14 

129  27 

13  66 

6  85 

30 

Juae 

30 

Order  of  law. 

15 

50  00 

7  48 

2  80 

May 

5 

4 

it                 u 

16 

7  63 

3  71 

4  25 

14 

14 

(C                   (( 

17 

516  66 

8  37 

11  00 

31 

July 

o 

«              n 

13 

81  81 

15  05 

4  37 

June 

4 

6 

U                   l< 

19 

13  87 

4  18 

1  50 

4 

June 

12 

No  funds  for  support. 

90 

41  70 

10  32 

3  38 

14 

1'3 

Creditor. 

21 

12  00 

2  66 

3  46 

23 

July 

6 

Paid. 

22 

181  68 

13  16 

G  70 

24 

24 

Order  of  law. 

23 

121  97 

S3  18 

5  62 

July 

5 

Aug. 

4 

u              u 

24 

8  00 

3  52 

5  51 

12 

11 

«               u 

25 

12  50 

3  04 

3  26 

23 

July 

30 

Creditor. 

26 

9  37 

3  70 

3  82 

23 

30 

" 

37 

16  34 

3  60 

3  80 

24 

Aug. 

24 

Order  of  law. 

28 

13  33 

3  11 

1  19 

OT 

27 

((               a 

29 

12  88 

5  36 

3  91 

Aug. 

12 

14 

Creditor. 

30 

5  91 

3  29 

3  16 

14 

15 

No  funds  for  support. 

31 

6  33 

3  67 

3  20 

14 

2i 

U          U                               .4 

32 

12  23 

3  74 

3  60 

19  , 

Sept. 

27 

Order  of  law. 

33 

11  00 

4  15 

3  78 

Sept. 

4 

9 

Creditor. 

34 

10  11 

3  17 

1  83 

4 

11 

No  funds  for  support. 

35 

10  00 

5  95 

4  44 

14 

Oct. 

14 

Order  of  law. 

36 

6  00 

25 

2  56 

14 

Sept. 

19 

Paid. 

37 

a4  04 

8  06 

4  63 

16 

Oct. 

16 

Order  of  law. 

38 

8  75 

3  69 

3  59 

Oct. 

11 

Nor. 

11 

No  funds  for  support. 

39 

12  32 

5  72 

3  20 

11 

Oct. 

13 

Creditor. 

40 

38  22 

7  48 

5  48 

12 

Nov. 

11 

Order  of  law. 

41 

19  00 

4  47 

3  25 

13 

Oct. 

26 

Creditor. 

42 

9  44 

4  16 

1  75 

21 

Nov. 

18 

No  funda  for  support. 

43 

9  00 

2  19 

344 

2;{ 

Oct. 

26 

Paid. 

44 

7  00 

4  32 

3  44 

29 

Nov. 

26 

No  funda  for  support. 

45 

33  11 

10  90 

4  90 

Nov. 

1 

Dec. 

1 

Order  of  law. 

46 

19  05 

4  43 

4  20 

24 

1 

Paid. 

47 

48  76 

11  48 

4  10 

24 

Nov. 

23 

Creditor. 

48 

17  95 

3  75 

3  67 

29 

Dec. 

20 

No  funds  for  support. 

49 

7  85 

3  21 

4  14 

Dec. 

3 

20 

(C          u                          (( 

5-3 

86  06 

7  10 

G  83 

8 

15 

U           ((                            " 

51 

53  08 

8  61 

6  81 

11 

18 

It        u                        <■' 

.52 

27  55 

6  75 

2  42 

28 

30 

Creditor. 

53 

14  08 

3  75 

2  51 

29 

Jan. 

8 

" 

Whole  number,  53:  for  $10  and  under,  16  ;  for  $20  and  under,  34;  for  $53  and  under,  43;  loi:  more 
than  $50,  9. 

Discharged  for  want  of  support,  15  ;  by  creditor,  13  ;  by  oath,  20  ;  by  payment,  4. 

Whole  amount  of  debts,  $2,920  25  ;  amount  of  cost?,  $359  61 ;  officers'  fees,  $920  51 ;  amount  of 
debts  where  the  oath  was  taken,  $2,361  63  ;  amount  of  debts  where  the  creditor  discharged  tte  debtor, 
fr2S2  14;  amount  of  debts  where  the  c'.cblor  was  discharged  because  his  board  was  not  paid  by  tlie 
creditor,  $232  14  ;  amount  of  debts  paid,  $46  05  ;  time  lost,  1,039  days. 
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of  the  Leverett  street  Prison,  and  saw  a  pleasant  looking  boy,  standing 
at  the  door  of  the  great  shop,  where  thirty  or  forty  men,  of  all  ages, 
nations,  and  degrees  of  criminality,  blacic  and  white,  some  of  them 
hampered  with  chains  and  clogs,  forming  a  strong  contrast  to  this  com- 
paratively innocent  looking  boy,  who  would  have  passed  for  a  pleasing 
youth,  except  for  his  Prison  dress,  and  who  most  manifestly  should  not 


Cases  o/  ImpT-iscmmenifur  Debt  in  New 

Bedford, 

McLss./m  1830. 

Karnes. 

Residence. 

Debt. 

Process. 

Coinit>'.te<I. 

DiscliD 

i^d. 

Manser  •fDisahai^'.. 

I.  C.  T. 

New  Bedford, 

9  58 

Exoii. 

Jan.         1 

Jan. 

3 

Creditor. 

W.  Il.Jr. 

31  25 

Writ. 

2 

4 

Baihid. 

l.N. 

i«         i( 

5  06 

'« 

9 

10 

No  funds  for  sup  pert. 

I-:.  M. 

Tiverton, 

5  5d 

44 

11 

13 

By  E.  G. 

A.  VV. 

New  Bedford, 

51  SO 

Excn. 

9 

Feb. 

8 

Oath. 

I.N. 

t:           <; 

9  55 

Writ. 

10 

Jan. 

15 

Greditor. 

E.  L. 

it            11 

100  00 

44 

i:i 

F.i!). 

3 

I.N. 

•  t                   «4 

i:{  30 

44 

15 

Jan. 

15 

C4 

fl.  B. 

««            «: 

7 It;  80 

Excn. 

!i'J 

23 

'4 

W.  M. 

■VVestport, 

8  8t 

44 

30 

20 

44 

.1.  rf.  B. 

New  Bedford, 

47  91 

Writ. 

Feb.        4 

Fob. 

18 

14 

J.  C.  C. 

Dartinoutli, 

5  01 

Exoi:. 

17 

Marc 

h22 

Oath. 

L>.  D. 

Now  Bedford, 

9  00 

«' 

ir, 

crj 

No  f;!ndg  for  support. 

J.  B. 

u          « 

7  90 

Writ. 

March    4 

18 

Creditor. 

B.  S. 

Dartmouth, 

13  88 

«' 

5 

10 

44 

J.  P. 

New  Bedford, 

24  70 

44 

9 

16 

44 

J.  P. 

C£                U 

60 

•' 

i2 

22 

Paid  debt  and  eortt. 

r.  M. 

ii                 IC 

9  J5 

*« 

26 

20 

No  f:!iids  for  support. 

M.  VV.  D. 

44             et 

15  00 

Exon. 

3i 

June 

i!) 

Creditor. 

I.,  u. 

t.             It 

5  13 

Writ. 

Anril      r. 

April 

i.*; 

4« 

A.  R. 

u              « 

10  01 

4' 

■          11 

25 

14 

A.  C. 

«                   i4 

55  99 

'• 

i:l 

May 

2 

No  i\\i\ds  for  Mipport. 

J.  W. 

"          " 

19  15 

M.nv       6 

Jane 

7 

'.  'reditor. 

R.  P. 

Fairhaven, 

7  8.3 

i: 

7 

15 

Taken  o-i  caccotion. 

J.  P. 

«' 

5  19 

Exon. 

^; 

May 

15 

Creditor's  aticriicy. 

L.  A. 

New  Bedford, 

420  70 

10 

An-. 

17 

Oath. 

J.  V. 

5  89 

Writ. 

13 

May 

13 

Uailod. 

J.  B. 

Dartmouth, 

19  00 

" 

l-I 

24 

I'rcditor. 

O.  D. 

Troy, 

25  65 

Exon 

17 

18 

Paid  debt  and  eo?=t. 

R.  P. 

I'rtirlir-ven, 

y  35 

4- 

•9 

June 

21 

t.)ath. 

w.  u. 

New  Bedford, 

8  7!) 

•  = 

19 

July 

20 

No  lunds  for  support. 

/.  G. 

ii            a 

10  00 

Writ. 

i9 

June 

4 

CrciHlor. 

\V.  A. 

it             :i 

14  21 

Exoa. 

VJ 

21 

Oath. 

-.C. 

Troy, 

7  63 

2i 

26 

<;.ji. 

Freetown, 

16  82 

<: 

26 

3 

KyJ.  W. 

11.  F. 

New  Bedford, 

13  18 

Writ. 

JuiK           i 

July 

12 

Creditor's  atlorufy. 

J.  c.  w. 

({         « 

6  00 

44 

1 

Juue 

8 

Creditor. 

D.  II. 

It                  C( 

17  29 

Exon. 

3 

5 

!;.  M. 

l(         « 

6  66 

Writ. 

4 

4 

^'          (Faid.) 

G.  H. 

<(               M 

5  50 

44 

f, 

13 

V\'.  G. 

Troy, 

15  97 

Exon. 

5 

13 

Creditor's  all«.T)«y, 

<5.  S. 

New  Bedford, 

2.3  19 

Writ. 

~ 

Tl 

Bailed. 

J.'  \v. 

(4                   14 

5  00 

7 

IJ 

Creditor. 

J.  C.  ('. 

"                  t« 

6  90 

Writ. 

9 

CC 

r.  ('.  w. 

"                   '« 

8  00 

" 

;c> 

13 

" 

T.  G. 

44                   H 

18' 00 

14 

JO 

Aug. 

20 

«4 

p.  \y. 

<■'■                  *<■ 

6  00 

Ejl.'.v.. 

Ii 

June 

2.1 

Creditor's  attojBey. 

•l\  A. 

"                   «< 

8  ii:i 

'« 

VI 

13 

Creditor. 

v.  p. 

14               4< 

18  59 

Writ. 

14 

18 

•4 

B.  S. R. 

Fairhaven, 

8  15 

Exon. 

J.") 

July 

21 

Oath. 

A.  C. 

West  port, 

18 

10 

Attorney. 

r.  w. 

New  Bedford, 

13  75 

Writ. 

■n 

June 

29 

Creditor. 

J.  II. 

" 

JO  C3 

44 

-■o 

24 

,, 

R.  B. 

«          « 

10  76 

Exon. 

'Si 

24 

No  funds  fop  Buypcrt. 

J.  p. 

(I                   14 

93  48 

Wril. 

'-2 

July 

24 

Creditor. 

I).  p.  II. 

44                   .1 

10  48 

Exon. 

26 

29 

Oath. 

K.  A.  Jr 

44                   44 

12  00 

" 

oO 

26 

No  funds  for  sopport. 

I\  R. 

41                   U 

8  40 

Writ. 

July        1 

22 

Creditor. 

N.  H. 

Freetown, 

5  01 

Exon. 

1 

5 

44 

N.  H. 

4( 

10  67 

\V(it. 

1 

5 

Bailed. 

VV.  M. 

New  Bedford, 

14  21 

44 

3 

4 

J'aid  deht  and  co»t. 

VV.  T. 

41                IC 

11  67 

44 

3 

4 

Creditor. 

D.  L. 

44                   »£ 

8  34 

44 

8 

15 

<4 

V.  B. 

44                 44 

10  07 

Exon, 

13 

All-. 

12 

« 

F.  S. 

"                  " 

24  £U 

Writ. 

13 

July 

22 

" 

4G4 
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be  where  he  was,  if  his  appearance  and  age  were  any  index  of  his 
character.  The  gentleman  asked  the  keeper  what  that  boy  was  there 
for.  The  keeper  said  at  once,  It  is  a  hard  case.  He  was  taken  in 
company  with  an  older  boy,  who  is  very  bad,  who  has  been  in  this  Prison 
two  or  three  times  before,  and  who,  he  had  no  doubt,  led  this  boy 
astray,  for  this  was  not  a  bad  boy.    His  behavior  ever  since  he  has  been 


Names. 

Residence. 

Debt. 

Process. 

Dommitted. 

Discharged. 

Manner  of  Discharge. 

P.C. 

New  Bedford, 

16  58 

Writ. 

July      17 

Aug. 

17 

Creditor. 

G.  C.  F. 

U                (( 

5  20 

cc 

20 

July 

20 

'aid  debt  and  coat. 

J.  11.  G. 

Dartmouth, 

6  42 

Exon. 

21 

31 

Creditor's  attorney. 

D.D. 

New  Bedford, 

20  00 

Writ. 

21 

24 

Creditor. 

M.  L. 

Troy, 

New  Bedford, 

8  07 

" 

23 

26 

Paid  debt  and  cost. 

E.R. 

5  99 

" 

23 

24 

Creditor. 

A.  B. 

(C              u 

20  OO 

E.xon. 

26 

Aug. 

7 

cc 

A.J.        i 
J  J           1 

Dartmouth, 

52  17 

cc 

26 

25 

Oath. 

J.J.         ) 
G.  B. 

New  Bedford, 

10  00 

Writ. 

28 

20 

Paid. 

W.  J. 

9  35 

u 

Aug.      2 

4 

Creditor. 

W.  H.  D. 

a           a 

11  84 

Exon. 

3 

Sept. 

2 

Oath. 

D.  P. 

((           (( 

19  00 

Writ. 

3 

Aug. 

6 

Creditor. 

T.J. 

u           u 

70  00 

5 

Oct". 

15 

No  funds  for  support. 

J.  B. 

a           cc 

8  00 

« 

5 

Aug. 

6 

Creditor. 

J.  R. 

Dartmouth, 

11  08 

Exon. 

7 

11 

Creditor's  attorney. 

J.  M.  H. 

New  Bedford, 

30  24 

Writ. 

9 

Sept. 

4 

cc                  cc 

S.  W. 

15  25 

cc 

10 

Aug. 

11 

Creditor. 

R.  H. 

New  York, 

97  00 

cc 

11 

16 

Paid. 

J.  CD. 

New  Bedford, 

9  84 

cc 

14 

19 

Bailed. 

J.  J. 

Dartmouth, 

10  00 

«' 

23 

Oct. 

1 

Creditor's  attorney. 

J.  M.  H. 

New  Bedford, 

12  00 

cc 

24 

Sept. 

4 

cc                  cc 

P.  R.  II. 

Fairhaven, 

90  00 

cc 

25 

9 

cc                 cc 

J.  P. 

New  Bedford, 

7  50 

cc 

25 

Aug. 

26 

No  funds  for  support 

G.  V. 

cc           a 

11  12 

" 

28 

30 

Creditor. 

G.C. 

(C               (C 

14  78 

" 

31 

Sept. 

11 

" 

C.  T. 

U               C( 

19  00 

cc 

31 

11 

cc 

O.  S. 

li         li 

16  71 

" 

Sept.      2 

Oct. 

8 

a 

W.  H.  D. 

cc           cc 

10  00 

" 

2 

Sept. 

3 

Paid  debt  and  cost. 

J.  L. 

cc           cc 

8  52 

cc 

3 

3 

cc           cc               cc 

S.  D, 

cc           cc 

10  39 

cc 

3 

4 

Bailed. 

E.  A. 

cc            cc 

16  05 

Exon. 

10 

16 

Creditor's  attorney. 

J.  B.  M. 

cc           cc 

15  61 

Writ. 

12 

Oct. 

20 

Taken  on  execution. 

C.  T. 

cc              (C 

20  00 

cc 

16 

Sept. 

17 

Creditor. 

J.  M. 

cc           cc 

6  03 

cc 

18 

25 

C( 

J.  B.  W. 

cc           cc 

53  91 

" 

23 

25 

Creditor's  attorney. 

S.  B. 

Freetown, 

6  06 

Exon. 

25 

Oct. 

'  4 

cc                    cc 

N.  H. 

New  Bedford, 

20  00 

Writ. 

27 

23 

Order  of  M.  R.  Jr. 

W.  S. 

cc            cc 

15  00 

cc 

27 

4 

Creditor. 

W.  T. 

Lynn, 

9  75 

cc 

30 

4 

" 

H.  VV. 

" 

13  41 

cc 

30 

19 

«c 

VV.  H.  R. 

Rochester, 

154  52 

cc 

Oct.        1 

2 

cc 

W.  H.  R. 

19  66 

cc 

1 

2 

cc 

M.  T.  L. 

New  Bedford, 

16  20 

cc 

2 

20 

Paid  debt  and  cost. 

J.J. 

cc            cc 

75  00 

" 

2 

27 

Creditor. 

C.  H. 

cc            cc 

10  00 

'C 

7 

8 

Bailed. 

J.  M.  V. 

cc           cc 

25  80 

'C 

9 

10 

Creditor. 

J.  M.  V. 

cc            cc 

17  57 

cc 

9 

10 

cc 

W.  M. 

Dartmouth, 

10  01 

Exon. 

11 

Nov. 

10 

Oath. 

W.N. 

New  Bedford, 

6  50 

<c 

11 

13 

Creditor's  attorney. 

E.  S. 

Dartmouth, 

43  87 

Writ. 

14 

9 

Bailed. 

J.  H.  L. 

Foreigner, 

18  85 

15 

16 

Creditor. 

T.  H. 

Freetown, 

9  00 

" 

15 

Nov. 

3 

Escaped. 

T.  H. 

Troy, 

6  50 

" 

15 

" 

T.  H. 

13  00 

cc 

16 

" 

J.  C. 

Weotport, 

18 

Oct. 

25 

Taken  on  execution. 

H.  M. 

New  Bedford, 

5  93 

cc 

18 

20 

Creditor. 

J.  B.  M. 

cc           cc 

15  61 

Exon. 

2U 

Nov. 

6 

" 

H.  B. 

cc             (C 

5  36 

Writ. 

20 

Oct. 

21 

cc 

R.  F. 

cc            cc 

19  92 

cc 

25 

Nov 

1 

C( 

J.W. 

cc           cc 

7  94 

cc 

25 

3 

Paid. 

J.  P. 

cc                91 

5  25 

cc 

25 

Oct. 

30 

Paid  debt  and  cost. 

J.  F. 

cc           cc 

19  95 

cc 

26 

Nov 

1 

Creditor. 

J.  F. 

cc           cc 

18  50 

« 

2£ 

6 

Creditor's  attorney. 

J.  C. 

V\7'estport, 

9  74 

Exon. 

25 

IS 

cc                 cc 

B.  M. 

New  Bedford, 

36  01 

Writ. 

Nov.       4 

20 

Paid. 

P.R. 

Dartmouth, 

1        9  44 

Exon. 

IC 

Dec. 

C 

By  S.  &  N. 
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here  shows  that  he  is  not.  The  gentleman  then  took  the  boy  aside,  away 
from  the  gaze  of  the  convicts  in  the  shop,  and  asked  him  what  he  was  there 
for,  and  where  he  came  from?  His  statement  was  in  substance  as  fol- 
lows : — He  came  from  Portsmouth,  N.  H. ;  his  father  had  been  dead  many 
years ;  his  mother  died  about  a  year  ago ;  he  had  had  little  education,  and 
could  not  read ;  he  had  attended  a  Sabbath  school,  a  few  weeks,  in  Ports- 
mouth, and  there  learned  to  read  a  little ;  but  had  forgotten  it  most  all. 
Having  no  parents  or  friends,  he  came  to  Boston,  fell  into  company  with 
another  boy,  (the  boy  above  alluded  to  by  the  keeper,)  and  they  took  a 
boat  from  the  wharf  to  go  down  in  the  harbor.  They  were  taken  up  for 
stealing,  and  sent  to  Prison,  and  he  had  been  in  Prison  four  months.  By 
this  time  his  face  was  wet  with  tears.  He  said  he  wished  he  could  get 
out,  and  go  to  some  other  place,  for  he  did  not  like  to  be  there.  He  was 
asked,  whom  he  was  in  a  room  with  at  night.  He  said  he  was  with  one 
old  man  and  one  foolish  man.  They  had  not  tried  to  do  him  any  harm, 
but  he  wished  he  could  get  out ;  the  tears  at  the  same  time  running  down 
his  cheeks  again.  His  case  excited  compassion.  The  overseers  were 
inquired  of  concerning  the  boy.  They  said  they  had  been  thinking,  that 
they  ought  to  do  something  tor  him.  One  of  the  aldermen  was  then 
requested  to  go  and  see  him.  He  did  so,  and  on  seeing  the  boy,  and 
hearing  the  above  simple  narrative,  (in  the  giving  of  which  the  boy  wept 
very  much,  as  he  had  done  before,)  and  hearing  also  the  testimony  of  the 
keeper,  offered,  as  a  member  of  the  city  government,  to  do  any  thing 
in  his  power  to  get  this  boy  into  the  House  of  Reformation.  The  over- 
seers concurred  in  opinion,  that  he  ought  to  be  sent  there,  provided  the 
superintendent,  on  examination  of  the  boy,  should  not  conclude  that  he 
had  been  so  long  in  the  Leverett  street  Prison,  as  to  preclude  all  hope 
of  reformation.  The  superintendent,  on  examination  of  the  boy,  pro- 
nounced him  a  fit  subject  for  the  House  ;  and  on  a  representation  to  the 
Judge  who  committed  him,  he  was  discharged,  and  sent,  at  the  request 


Names. 

Residence. 

Debt. 

Process. 

CommitteJ. 

Discharged. 

Manner  of  Discharge. 

T.  H. 

New  Bedford, 

5  07 

Exon. 

Nov.     11 

Nov.  15,  '30. 

Creditor. 

J.  H.  F. 

Westport, 

75  00 

cc 

11 

Dec.   13, '30. 

cc 

S.  H.  T. 

New  Bedford, 

10  09 

Writ. 

17 

Nov.  19,  '30. 

Bail. 

T.  M. 

u            a 

5  54 

cc 

17 

19,  '30. 

Creditor. 

M.  C. 

u            a 

7  50 

cc 

19 

24,  '30. 

'C 

W.  B. 

tc           a 

150  00 

cc 

22 

Dec.   10,  '30. 

Creditor's  attorney. 

S.  D. 

cc           u 

28  10 

cc 

26 

15,  '3D. 

cc                cc     " 

J.  B. 

tt           « 

14  20 

cc 

27 

Jan.      1,  '31. 

u                  cc 

J.R. 

tt                 (C 

8  10 

cc 

Dec.        8 

Dec.     9, '30. 

Creditor. 

G.T. 

Dartmouth, 

136  43 

Exon. 

11 

Jan.    10, '31. 

Oath. 

W.  T. 

Westport, 

10  50 

cc 

11 

Dec.   12, '30. 

Creditor'3  attorney. 

J.C. 

« 

20  00 

Writ. 

11 

Feb.  16,  '31. 

P.  C. 

New  Bedford, 

20  00 

cc 

13 

April  13, '31. 

Creditor. 

P.C. 

((                (C 

20  00 

cc 

13 

13,  '31. 

cc 

D.  H. 

u           cc 

8  03 

cc 

13 

Dec.   14, '30. 

Bailed. 

D.W. 

cc            cc 

]9  00 

cc 

16 

21,  '30. 

Creditor. 

R.  T. 

cc           cc 

81  22 

cc 

20 

Mar.  12,  '31. 

cc 

B.  F.  P. 

Boston, 

12  00 

cc 

22 

Dec.  29,  '30. 

cc 

J.  L.  J. 

New  Bedford, 

9  83 

Exon. 

27 

Jan.    23, '31. 

cc 

A.  B. 

Freetown, 

IC  48 

" 

30 

Dec.  31,  '30. 

No  funds  for  support 

Whole  number,  150  : — for  $10  and  under,  61  •,  for  $20  and  under,  121  ;  for  $50  and  under,  132  ;  for 
more  than  50,  18: — on  writ,  105;  on  execution,  45. 

Discharged  by  bail,  8  ;  by  oath,  13;  for  want  of  support,  10 ;  by  escape,  2;  by  individuals,  4  ; 
by  creditor  or  his  attorney,  94;  by  payment,  13: — whole  amount  of  debts,  $3,964: — amount  paid, 
S242  84  :— time  lost,  2,26:S  days. 

From  New  Bedford,  107 ;- from  Dartmouth,  12;  from  Westport,  7;  from  Freetown,  6;  from 
Troy,  6  ;  from  Fairhuven,  5  ;  from  Rochester  and  Lynn,  2  each ;  from  Tiverton,  New  York,  Boston, 
and  a  foreign  land,  1  each. 
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of  the  mayor  and  aldermen,  to  the  House  of  Reformation,  where,  in  a 
few  months,  he  was  prepared  for,  and  sent  out  to,  an  honorable  and  use- 
ful apprenticeship.  We  hare  been  more  particular  in  this  statement, 
that  it  may  be  seen  how  great  are  the  benefits  conferred  in  a  par- 
ticular case,  and  how  vast  the  public  good  of  extending  these  benefits 
to  hundreds,  and  in  the  lapse  of  a  few  years  more,  to  a  thousand,  des- 
titute and  unfortunate  children  and  youth  in  a  single  city. 

The  whole  number  received  into  this  Holy  Refuge,  as  it  is  called  in 
the  letter  of  the  late  Chief  Justice  Parker,  since  September  21,  1826, 
when  the  first  boy  v/as  received,  is  three  hundred  and  three  ;  the  num- 
ber discharged  and  apprenticed,  two  hundred  and  four  ;  the  number 
who  are  doing  well,  one  hundred  and  fifty-five;  the  number  who  have 
died  in  four  years  and  nine  months,  two.  And  in  fifi;een  months  last 
past,  there  has  been  only  one  case  of  sickness ;  while  the  average  num- 
ber of  inmates  has  been  about  one  hundred.  Agdn,  then,  we  say, 
in  the  language  of  Judgo  Parker,  '^Persevere,  fathers  of  the  city,  in 
maintaining  this  holy  refuge  from  crime,  and  other  destruction ;  and 
•jou,  th£  teacher,  guardian,  father  of  this  once  wretched,  noiD  happy 
family  of  children,  rest  not  from  your  labors  in  this  glorious  vineyard^ 
for  verily  you  shall  have  your  revmrd.'' 

Af-ylwnfor  Poor  and  Imprisoned  Lunatics. — This  noble  institution, 
original  in  its  design,  and  the  fi.rst  of  the  kind  in  this  country,  already, 
iis  v/e  shall  see  hereafter,  beginning  to  be  admired  and  imitated  in  the 
state  of  Nev»'  York,  is  located  in  Worcester,  on  a  beautiful  eminence, 
about  one  hundred  rods  east  of  the  village,  ancr,  when  finished,  will  con- 
tain accommodations  for  about  120  inmates.  The  foundations  of  the 
I/uilding  arj  already  laid,  and  it  is  expected  that  great  progress  will  be 
made  in  its  erection  during  the  present  season.  YVhen  completed,  our 
lavored  state  will  have  occasion  for  congratulation  on  a  more  adequate 
proyision,  in  proportion  to  its  population,  for  that  most  unhappy  class  of 
the  Imraan  family,  which  is  deprived  of  reason,  than  any  other  state  in 
the  Union. 

RHODE  ISLAND. 

We  are  not  apprized  of  any  improvement,  in  this  state,  in  regard  to 
imprisonment  for  debt,  criminal  law,  or  County  Prisons,  during  the 
last  year. 

CONNECTICUT. 

Imprisonment  for  Debt. — The  governor  introduced  the  subject  in  his 
message  at  the  opening  of  the  last  session  of  the  legislature,  and  urged 
the  importance  of  a  system,  which  shall  distinguish  between  the 
honest  and  fraudulent  debtor.  We  give,  in  the  notes  below,  the  only 
act*  which  was  passed  by  the  legislature,  and  the  evidence  to  show, 

*  An  Act  in  Addiiicm  to  an  Act  concerning  Jails  and  Jailers .  passed  by  the  Legislature 
(if  Connecticut,  May,  1831. 

I.  "Beit  enacted  by  tlic  8enaf.r.  and  Horu^e  of  Representatives,  in  GenercJ.  Assembly  con- 
t^ened,  That  whenever  any  person  committed  to  Jail  on  civil  process,  shall  take  the  poor 
debtor's  oalh  before  a  justice  oi"  tlic  peace,  pursuant  to  the  provisions  of  the  Act  to  which 
tills  is  aa  addition"  (this  Act  allov/s  the  oath  to  be  taken  in  four  days).  "  he  shall  be  dis- 
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from  the  records  of  the  Prisons,*  that  much  remains  to  be  done  in 
Connecticut,  in  regard  to  imprisonment  for  debt. 

State  Prison  at  Wethcrsfield. — This  institution,  which  commenced 
under  the  most  favorable  auspices,  about  three  years  and  a  half  since, 
is  in  a  state  of  progressive  improvement.  Nothing  can  show  this  more 
clearly,  than  a  comparison  of  the  earnings  and  expenditures,  during  the 

cbarffed  from  said  imprisonment  by  virtue  of  said  process,  unless  the  creditor  shall  give  lo 
the  debtor,  upon  the  administration  of  the  oath,  notice,  in  writing,  that  he  intends,  within 
fifteen  days  thereafter,  to  make  application  for  a  review  of  said  cause,  under  the  19th  Sec- 
tion of  said  Act,  as  revised  in  1821. 

2.  That  said  application  for  a  review  of  said  cause  shall  be  made  within  said  fifteen  dav5;, 
and  shall  be  returnable  within  fifteen  days  after  the  same  is  made,  and  if  said  application 
is  not  made  within  said  first  period  of  fifteen  days,  or  having  been  made,  shall  be  discon- 
tinued, then  the  debtor  shall  be  discharg'ed  from  Jail,  at  the  expiration  of  said  time,  or  upon 
such  discontinuance. 

3.  That,  after  the  oath  is  administered  by  a  justice  of  the  peace,  the  debtor  shall  be  en- 
titled to  the  support  now  by  law  provided,  till  discharged  from  imprisonment  pursuant  to 
the  provisions  of  this  Act. 

4.  That  if  said  court  of  review  shall  reject  said  application  of  the  creditor,  and  decide 
that  the  debtor  is  entitled  to  the  oath,  he  shall  be  forthwith  released  from  confinement  by 
virtue  of  said  process. 

5.  That  when  said  oath  is  administered  to  any  debtor  by  two  judges  of  the  county  court, 
or  by  one  judge,  and  a  justice  of  the  peace,  by  virtue  of  the  18th  Section  of  said  Act,  he 
shall  be,  upon  taking  said  oath,  released  from  imprisonment. 

6.  That  so  much  of  the  Act  aforesaid,  as  is  inconsistent  with  this  Act,  be,  and  the  same  is 
hereby  repealed,  auid  that  the  provisions  of  this  Act  shall  not  be  construed  to  extend  to  any 
case  of  imprisonment  on  process  issued  upon  any  debt,  contract,  or  other  cause  of  action 
or  judgment  now  existing,  or  to  vary  in  any  respect  the  rights  cuid  privileges  of  the  debtor 
under  the  act  aforesaid,  before  his  release  from  imprisonment  pursuant  to  this  Act." 


*  Cases  of  Imprisonment  for  Debt  in  Hartford,  Conn.,  in  1830. 


Creditors. 

Debtors, 

Residence. 

Process. 

Debt. 

Cost. 

Fees. 

Com- 
mitted. 

Discharged. 

Manner  of  Discharge. 

O.  E.  W. 

L.  C.  P. 

Hartford, 

Writ. 

6  00 

Jan.  2 

Jan. 

4 

Creditor. 

D.C. 

\.  W. 

East  Windsor, 

Exon. 

11  40 

2  16 

3  13 

2 

11 

Oath. 

J.  F.  J. 

E.  A. 

Simsburj, 

" 

7  22 

1  95 

3  43 

7 

12 

T.  G. 

P.  C. 

Hartford, 

" 

2  31 

2  27 

1  43 

7 

Sept. 

1 

" 

J.  E. 

3.  B. 

« 

Writ. 

2  00 

1  60 

15 

Jan. 

16 

(  Settled;  amonnt  of 
1    debt,  73  cents. 

S.  P. 

E.  H.B. 

Marlboro', 

Exon. 

100  81 

6  92 

1  76 

19 

Creditor. 

N.F. 

VV.  H. 

Southwick, 

<< 

3  98 

2  23 

5  31 

23 

29 

Oath. 

S.L. 

B.  L.  Jr. 

East  Windaor, 

Writ. 

2  00 

2  65 

28 

Feb. 

1 

H.  R. 

VV.  F. 

V^^indsor, 

Exon. 

12  23 

2  29 

2  96 

Feb.  6 

12 

«« 

s.  s. 

J.  T. 

Glastenbury, 

Writ. 

7  00 
7  00 

13 
13 

19 
19 

Creditor. 

M.  G. 

W.  W. 

Enfield, 

'< 

7  00 

]3 

19 

Oath 

S.  M. 

J.  H.  D. 

Granbjr, 

E.xon. 

10  92 

2  67 

468 

Jan.23 

Jan. 

29 

u 

L.P.L.  ) 
&Co.  i 

C.  A. 

Berlin, 

Writ. 

15  00 

Feb.27 

Mar. 

2 

Creditor. 

H.B.&  ) 
G.T. 

P.C. 

Glastonbury, 

« 

12  00 

27 

5 

Oath. 

C.S.&.} 
C.  M. 

J.  M.  D. 

W.R.&  ( 
Co. 

T.  H. 

Granby, 

Exon. 

107  25 

8  21 

5  45 

xMar.  4 

' 

9 

u 

B.  R. 

VV.K.S. 

\  Sandy  Hill  | 

Writ. 

4  47 
700  00 

1  65 

4  87 

9 
11 

13 
24 

(  Oath ;  sap.  in  jail  by 
/    creditor  till  Ap.  19. 
Creditor. 

V/U.             ) 

(( 

<c 

700  00 

11 

24 

(( 

" 

(C 

« 

l< 

700  00 

11 

24 

cc 

P.H. 

J.  M. 

Hartland, 

Exon. 

1  58 

1  71 

4  39 

19 

23 

(  Creditor;  neyr  note 
)      given  for  $8  .57. 
i  Oath  ;  sup.  in  jail  by 
)    creditor  till  Ap.  27 

C.  S.  &  ) 
Il.C.P.  1 

P.T. 

Simsbury, 

Writ. 

35  00 

3  90 

20 

24 

J.  &R. 

VV.  H. 

VVethersfield, 

Exon. 

14  74 

2  16 

2  07 

22 

26 

Creditor. 

N.F. 

B.  R. 

Granby, 

Writ. 

7  00 

23 

29 

Oath. 

L.L.&CO. 

J.  A. 

Suffield, 

" 

61  36 
70  00 

3  40 
3  40 

23 
23 

Apri 

8 
8 

Creditor. 

D2 
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v.hole  period.  The  earnings  of  the  convicts  exceeded  the  whole  ex- 
pense of  the  establishment,  for  the  six  months  ending  March  31,  1838, 
$1,017  16;  year  ending  March  31,  1829,  $3,2:29  41;  year  ending 
March  31,  1830,  $5,068  94;  year  ending  March  31, 1831,  $7,824  02; 
making  a  total  gain  to  the  state,  in  3^^  years,  of  $17,139  53.  This  is 
after  deducting  the  expenses,  not  only  of  food,  clothitig,  fuel,  medical 


Creditoi-s.      Debtors. 


A.  B. 

J.  &  R. 

II.  &W. 

:f.  F. 

K.W.&  I 
O.S.VV.  j 

AJi.  E,  S. 
P.  s.  &  / 
JI.C.P. 
£.  II. 

G.  M.  \ 
E.  T. 
U.S. 
K.  B.Jr. 

W.  S.  D. 
V.U.ScVo. 
-N.  H. 
\V.  P. 
\V.  H. 

t;.p.&Co. 

J.J.&Co. 

F.K. 
VV.J.A. 

A.  R. 

O.  P.  P. 
E.  D. 

».F.&Co, 
W.  J.  B. 
.?.  M. 

P.  R. 
M.  &  D. 

•r.M'gCo 

il.  B. 

.T.  M. 
V\^  B. 

r.M.£cCc 

S.  M. 

il.  W. 
T.ofF. 
r.  &  M. 
I.&lA.V. 

:..  M. 

i<.  V. 

J.A.&Co. 

G.C. 

A.  H. 

T.  G. 
U.S. 
G.  B. 

F.&C. 

L.P.L.  I 

E.&J.C 
J.L.  L. 

Mil.War. 
D.  U 


J.  A. 

C.  T.  L 

I.W.  M. 

B.  R. 
J.  K. 

T.  P. 
H.  T. 
P.E.Jr. 
A.  II. 

1..  B.  B. 

D.  \V. 

I.  S. 
J.  G. 

A.W.R 

A.  P. 

B.  R.  Jr 
W.  S. 

iA.T. 
J.  R. 
J.  C. 

E.  II. 

G.  B. 

N.  S. 
G.  E. 

C.T. 
U.S. 
C.H. 
J.  M. 
J.  McL. 
M.  K. 
A.  G.D. 
3.H.2J. 
A.  S. 
R.  T.  & 
W.H.F. 
M.D.  Jr. 
G.  W. 
J.  B. 
R.  P. 
R.  S. 

F.  D.B. 
vV.  P. 
T.  R.  II. 
J.B. 

I.  H. 
J.F. 
D.  W. 
S.  H. 

H.C. 

G.  IT. 

J.  H.  K, 
B.C. 
T.  B. 
J   B.Jr 


Suffield, 
Hartford, 

East  Windsor, 

Granby, 

East  Hartford, 

Burlington, 

Simsbury, 

Windsor, 

East  Hartford, 

Farmingto;i, 
East  Hartford, 

Berlin, 

Wetiiersfiold, 
a 

Hartford, 

East  Hartford, 
riin;sbury, 
Furmingion,  ) 
Ithaca,  N.Y.  i 
East  Windsor, 
Windsor, 

Suffield, 

Hartford, 
Saffield, 

lastenbury. 
East  Windsor, 

Hartford, 

ast  Hartford, 
Enfield, 
Nuffield, 
Glastenbiiry, 
Hartford, 

Glastonbury, 

ranby, 
Hartford, 
Farmington, 
Hartford, 
'.i  ran  by, 

lartford, 
East  Hartford, 
Wethorsfield, 
Soutiiington, 

Suffield, 

Windsor, 
East  Hartford, 
Hartford, 

Glastenbury, 

Berlin, 

East  Windsor, 
Hartford, 
Berlin, 
Hartford, 


Process, 


Exon. 
Writ. 
Exon. 
Writ. 

Exon. 


Exon. 


Writ. 


Vrit, 
lixon 


Writ 


xon, 
Writ, 


Exon. 


Writ. 
Exon. 


Etbt. 


Writ. 
Exon. 


G7  94 

12  00 

13  74 
90  00 
6J  00 

52 

700  GO 

1500  GO 
46  84 

29  27 

10  65 

123  03 

'3  GO 
300  00 

60  00 

230  16' 

196  98 

20  00 

5  62 


1692  16 
3  GO 

20  00 

29  17 
.'^.0  00 
70  OJ 

5  62 

1  03 

2  03 

6  63 

7  7J 

7  00 

10  00 
5  19 

11  Ic 

503  3: 

8  40 
3.")  00 
15  00 

2  98 
25  38 
11  23 

8  16 


4  12 

3  47 

3; 
140  69 
70  00 


13  95 

11  18 
4  09 
4  00 
9  23 


1  60 

63 
3  75 
3  75 

1  85 


5  53 

1  68 

2  15 

3  91 
3  09 


61 

2  10 

2  75 


6  52 

5  23 
2  02 

6  C3 
9  42 


4  80 

5  57 

2  29 
5  8! 
2  0; 

11  22 

8  91 


2  no 

1  92 
1  92 

1  43 
1  73 


2  23 
2  94 

6  48 


1  92 

2  47 

3  25 
2  16 
2  21 
1 

1  69 
16.. 

1  94[4 

2  19J5  3 

1  54|2  09 
6  50 


4  2- 
3  23 

1  04 
1 
3  29 

7  98 

1  36 
1  3 

3  40 

I  77 


2  87 
2  94 
2  95 
1  00 

89 


Mar  27 
Apr.  7 
12 
13 
13 
13 


15 
17 

19 

24 

May  4 

5 
5 

10 

21 
24 
28 
29 
June  1 


Apr. 


19 


Jj'Iay 


Sept.  2.= 

Aug.    25  Creditors. 

May 

June 


5  0 
1  1: 
3  ] 
1  0 
5  03 
1  09 

1  68 

2  21 
"  65 


3  90 


2  08 
1  90 


2  r,or,  0 

1  88:i  92 
17,3  39 

2  57  84 


9 
II 

15 

17 

1L< 

24 

21 
2 'J 
28 
28 
July  £ 
6 

10 
12 
14 
14 
19 
19 
20 
22 
22 

23 

28 
20 
29 

Aug.  2 


May  8 

8 
April  23 

27 

30 


Manner  of  Discharge 


Creditor. 
Oath. 

Oath  refused. 

((  a 

Oath. 
Oath  ;  supported  in 
jail  by  creditor  till 
Aug.  16. 
Creditor. 

Oath. 


{  Oath  ;  sup.  in  jail  by 
/  creditor  till  July  1. 
Supreme  Court. 


July 


July 


Creditor. 

Oath. 
Creditor. 
Oath;  sup.  in  jail  by 
creditor  till  Oct.  5. 

Creditor. 
Oath  ;  sup.  in  jail  by 
creditor  till  Au.  28. 

Oath;  sup.  in  jail  by 
creditor  till  Au.  18. 
Oath. 


Oath 


Aug. 
July 

Aug. 

July 

Aug. 


Creditor. 
Oath. 


Creditor. 
Oath. 

^  Oath;  sup.  in  jail  by 
)    creditor  till  Aug.  7. 

Oath. 

Creditor. 

Oath. 

\  Oath  ;  sup.  in  jail  by 
^    creditor  till  Sep.lO. 

Oath. 

Creditor. 

Oath. 

Paid  with  cost  $7,56. 

Oath. 
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attendance,  and  incidental  expenses  of  the  Prison,  but  tlie  pay  of  offi- 
cers. Tlic  expense  of  the  old  Pri.^on,  during  the  same  period  of  3^ 
years,  exceeded  the  income,  ,*^24,338  78  ;  making  a  diiference  to  the 
state,  between  the  old  and  the  new  Prison,  in  3|  years,  of  $41,478  31, 
in  the  keeping  of  an  average  of  about  150  convicts. 

Besides  this  progressive  improvement  in  industry  and  economy,  there 


Creditors. 

D.bton. 

RssiJence. 

Process. 

Debt. 

Co.t. 

Fees. 
4  32 

Com- 

milteJ. 

Discharsed. 

Maimer  of  Discharge. 

H.  A. 

J.S. 

(ir'iiil)y, 

Exon. 

If)  <J() 

1  78 

Aug.  6 

AU''.    10 

(Creditor. 

G.  L. 

D.  R. 

Harlloril, 

(( 

23  G7 

1  51 

1  03 

6 

10 

Oath. 

U.S. 

H.  U. 

Windsor, 

« 

41  95 

4  93 

2  88 

9 

13 

Creditor. 

J.B.G.  y 

&Co. 
A.R. 

L.  E. 

Hartford, 

" 

5  00 

2  39 

1  04 

9 

13 

" 

G.  E. 

Sufficld, 

u 

11  35 

7  OS 

1  7f 

1] 

27 

Oath. 

o.  n. 

J.  H.  D. 

Hartford, 

Writ. 

3n'j  00 

11 

17 

" 

W.  R. 

L.  H. 

Glustenbury, 

Exon. 

23  73 

2  13 

3  70 

21 

Sept.  25 

" 

C.&.D.S. 

u.r. 

Hartford, 

Writ. 

30  GO 

14 

Aug.   20 

(( 

M.  &  D. 

E.D. 

" 

Exon. 

5  20 

2  24 

1  04 

14 

18 

(  Oath  ;8up.  in  jail  by 
1    creditor  till  Sep.l4. 

o.  v:. 

E.  M. 

Canton, 

i( 

5  83 

2  41 

4  24 

16 

24 

Creditor. 

L.  C. 

S.  T.  M. 

Granby, 

" 

3  01 

3  54 

5  8] 

17 

2:^ 

Oath. 

H.  K. 

W.  A. 

East  VVindsor, 

<t 

4  13 

1  94 

5  19 

20 

25 

Creditor. 

D.  S. 

II.  r. 

Hartford, 

Writ. 

30  00 

21 

" 

C.  H. 

L.R. 

Windsor, 

C( 

35  o:) 

2;; 

24 

a 

D.  B. 

C.S.2d. 

Hartford, 

Exon. 

10  35 

1  61 

1  04 

2-; 

28 

Oath. 

{^.  L. 

1.&E.D. 

Granby, 

" 

7  00 

4  62 

7  60 

3() 

Sept.     4 

" 

A.  M. 

C.  1\ 

:^outliiiigton, 

" 

7  88 

1  94 

4  46 

3,) 

7 

u 

W.  S.  P. 

D.  II. 

Hartford, 

'£ 

50 

3  84 

1  36 

Sept  .2 

10 

(C 

W.  S. 

I.E. 

u        ' 

Writ. 

35  00 

4 

8 

" 

r,.  s. 

T.  T. 

{( 

Exon. 

68 

1  61 

1  04 

8 

8 

Creditor. 

A.  E.  C. 

A.R. 

" 

Writ. 

2  00 

9 

13 

Oath. 

E.  A. 

P.  G. 

Siinsbury, 

Exon. 

40  7ti 

6  11 

5  31 

10 

15 

" 

H.  B. 

J.  S. 

.Mancliester, 

'i 

32  64 

2  61 

3  20 

10 

15 

(( 

E.S. 

M.  P. 

ilarlford. 

'{ 

7  811 

1  94 

74 

13 

17 

a 

C.  C.  H. 

W.  II. 

Glastenbury, 

" 

7  J] 

2  22 

4  09 

i:; 

21 

Paid  debt  and  cojt. 

L.P. 

J.W.M. 

<t 

u 

9  50 

1  76 

5  37 

14 

IS 

Oath. 

T.  B.  Jr. 

J.  H. 

Simsbury, 

8  65 

2  06 

3  65 

20 

27 

(  Oath ;  sup.  in  jail  by 
}    creditortillOct.31. 

L.B. 

T.  P. 

Hartford, 

" 

9  98 

1  51 

92 

22 

27 

H.  S. 

S.  11. 

Simsbuiy, 

C( 

75 

4  71 

3  94 

25 

Oct.     13 

Oath. 

J.  VV. 

D.  C.  &. 
M.  M. 

Hartford, 

Writ. 

150  00 

29 

T.M.&Co 

J.  B. 

Granbv, 

Exon. 

9  44 

3  95 

4  49 

30 

7 

cc 

A.  H. 

A.  R. 

" 

«« 

7  63 

11  48 

4  14 

Oct.  1 

9 

cc 

E.  11. 

D.  R. 

Hartford, 

« 

25  3J 

2  94 

1  23 

19 

16 

I£.  t  W. 

J.  McL. 

East  Hartford, 

(( 

9  32 

1  69 

8C 

13 

J.D. 

n.  (;, 

Hartford, 

Writ. 

12  O'J 

16 

M.  &  D. 

c.  t>.  & 

H  B 

u 

Exon. 

11  17 

3  36 

86 

22 

27 

cc 

I.  D.  B. 

J.  H. 

(C 

« 

13  3G 

1  48 

86 

22 

T.  B.  Jr. 

J.  McL. 

East  Hartford, 

(( 

10  47 

1  69 

84 

22 

23 

Creditor. 

T.  M.  M. 

H.  G. 

Hartford, 

Writ. 

7  00 

26 

Nov.     3 

Oath. 

A.  &S. 

A.  R. 

Grauljy, 

Exon. 

16  00 

4  37 

4  10 

30 

6 

Creditor. 

W.  Sc  E. 

J.  B.C. 

Berlin, 

U 

1  46 

2  85 

4  08 

Nov.  1 

6 

Oath. 

E.  R. 

F.  F. 

Windsor, 

u 

7  76 

2  3'j 

1  57 

o 

8 

(( 

O.  H. 

L.  S. 

East  VVindsor, 

(( 

3  16 

2  2] 

3  42 

2 

6 

cc 

N.  &E.' 

D.  W. 

Ilartlbrd, 

u 

4  13 

1  94 

1  08 

(• 

10 

(C 

T.  H.M. 

11.  G. 

" 

3  85 

2  05 

90 

<. 

1>.  K. 

D.  VV. 

" 

7  45 

2  59 

1  11 

f 

19 

" 

W.  &  E. 

J.  C. 

Burlington, 

u 

6  25 

2  08 

4  75 

15 

23 

" 

I.  E.  A. 

A.  P.  E. 

East  VVindsor, 

W>it. 

20  00 

3  68 

2' 

30 

Creditor. 

T.  B.  Jr. 

0.  B.  R. 

Berlin, 

(( 

100  03 

24 

29 

cc 

E.K. 

D.G. 

Hartford, 

31  00 

27 

Dec.      1 

Oath. 

L.  B.  C. 

L.W. 

VVotherstield, 

Exon. 

3  70 

1  57 

1  66 

Dec.  ] 

7 

" 

E.g. 

S.  S.  G. 

Sarkliampstcad 

Writ. 

15  00 

3 

Creditor. 

E.  H. 

A.  M.  Sc 
H.  H. 

Glastonbury, 

E.xon. 

2  58 

2  18 

6  23 

6 

8 

Paid. 

C.  R.  Co. 

J.  R. 

Hartford, 

(( 

121  50 

9  47 

1  98 

11 

J.  R. 

B.  S. 

r>ullic-ld. 

Writ. 

50  00 

6 

6 

Creditor. 

D.  S. 

E.  S. 

^Salisbury, 

Exon. 

30  39 

3  78 

3  08 

13 

20 

Oath. 

S.  T.  N. 

VV.  C. 

Windsor, 

" 

7  8: 

2  24 

I  87 

21 

^5 

cc 

E.  S. 

N.  L.  S. 

Hartford, 

(( 

2  24 

1  48 

84 

21 

2) 

cc 

D.  B. 

C.  A. 

a        ' 

Writ. 

34  06 

:^ 

4  Creditor. 

A.  &F. 

J.  B.  H. 

u 

Exon. 

111  00 

6  IP 

5  26 

21 

31  Oath. 

A.M.&;Co 

J.D. 

u 

(C 

2  50 

4  94 

94 

29 

Jan.      3. 

40 
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has  been  an  addition  to  the  Prison  buildings,  during  the  last  year,  by 
which  the  same  system  of  Prison  discipHne,  which  was  before  adopted 
in  the  male  department,  might  be  extended  to  the  female  department. 
The  women,  who  were  before  crowded  together  in  one  apartment,  and 
left  to  themselves,  are  now  separated  at  night,  and  employed  by  day 
under  the  constant  care  and  supervision  of  a  matron.     The  chaplain 


CreJiton. 

Debturs. 

Committed. 

Discharged. 

Manner  of  Discharge. 

P.  y. 

S.  P. 

J.  S.  Jr. 

B.C. 
A.B.W. 
G.  P. 

July    2 

20 

Oct.  12 

July  7, 18311. 

24,  1830. 

May  4, 1831. 

Oath  ;  still  in  jail,  supported  by  creditor. 
Oath ;  sup.  in  jail  by  creditor  tillJune  28, 1831. 
Oath;  still  in  jail,  supported  by  creditor. 

Whole  number,  143:— for  less  than  $1,5;  for  less  than  $5,  29  ;  for  less  than  $10,  67  ;  for  less  than 
$20,  92 ;  for  less  than  $50,  103  ;  for  $50  and  upwards,  29  :— on  execution,  98  ;  ou  writ  or  mesne 
process,  44. 

From  Hartford,  44 ;  from  Granhy,  13  ;  from  Glastenbury,  12  ;  frwn  East  Windsor,  11  ;  from  Suf- 
field,  10  ;  from  East  Hartford,  lO';  from  Windsor,  8  ;  from  Simsbury,  7;  from  Berlin,  6 ;  from 
Wethersfield,  5  ;  from  Burlington,  Farmington,  Enfield,  and  Southington,  2  each  ;  from  Marlboro', 
Sonthwick,  Hartland,  Canton,  Manchester,  Barkhampstead,and  Salisbury,  from  Sandy  Hill  and  Ithaca, 
N.  Y.,  1  each. 

Whole  amount  of  debts  in  sixty-eight  cases,  in  which  the  poor  debtor's  oath  was  taken,  §1,955  83  ; 
costs  taxed,  $204  29  ;  officers'  fees  for  committing,  ,f2[)8  20  ;  expense  attending  the  taking  of  the  oath, 
S272 ;  time  lost  in  cases  where  oath  was  taken,  709  days: — amount  paid  on  the  debts  in  these 
cases,  00. 

Whole  amount  of  debts  in  all  the  cases,  $9,724  09  ;  costs  taxed,  $331  54  ;  officers'  fees  for  com- 
mitting, $340  38;  costs  in  taking  the  oath,  $364  00;  amountof  debts  paid,  $13  69  ;  time  lost,  1250  days. 

Discharged  by  Supreme  Court,  1  ;  by  giving  note  for  debt  and  costs,  2  ;  by  settlement,  1 ;  in  a 
manner  unknown,  10  ;  by  the  creditor,  37  ;  by  the  poor  debtor's  oath,  91 ;  by  payment,  3. 


Cases  of  hnprisonmtnt  for  Debt  in  Hartford,  Conn.,  during  the  year  1830,  for  Sums 
less  than  ^5  each ;  stating  the  Initials  of  the  Names  of  the  Parties,  the  Residence,  the 
Amount  of  Debt  and  Costs,  the  Term  of  Confinement,  and  the  Manner  of  Discharge. 


Debtor. 

Creditor. 

Residence. 

Debt 

Costs. 

Term  of 

Confinement. 

Manner  of  Discharge. 

P.  c. 

T.  H. 

Hartford, 

2  31 

4  70 

235  days. 

Oath. 

i?.  B. 

I.E. 

" 

73 

1  60 

1     " 

Settled. 

B.  L. 

r^.  L. 

East  Windsor, 

2  00 

2  65 

4    " 

Oath. 

B.  R. 

I.  M  D. 

Granby, 

4  47 

6  52 

35    " 

" 

I.M. 

B.  H. 

Hartland, 

1  58 

14  57 

4    " 

Creditor, 

B.R. 

N.  F. 

Granby, 

52 

4  60 

6    " 

Oath. 

E.H. 

W.J.  A. 

Windsor, 

3  00 

1  37 

1     " 

Creditor. 

H.S. 

I.  M. 

East  Windsor, 

1  03 

4  86 

8    " 

Oath. 

O.  H. 

I.M. 

C(               <c 

2  03 

4  87 

7    " 

u 

R.  P. 

F.  &  M. 

Hartford, 

2  98 

3  18 

7    «« 

(( 

LB. 

G.  C. 

Southington, 

4  12 

6  59 

5    '« 

u 

I.H. 

A.  H. 

Suffield, 

3  47 

7  56 

15    " 

»« 

I.  F. 

r«.G. 

Windsor, 

38 

3  63 

35    " 

" 

B.  C. 

J.  L.  L. 

Hartford, 

A  09 

3  80 

4    " 

« 

T.  B. 

Berlin, 

4  00 

3  56 

3    '« 

Paid. 

S.  T.  M. 

L.  C. 

Granbv, 

3  01 

9  35 

6    " 

Oath. 

W.  A. 

H.  K. 

East  Windsor, 

4  13 

7  13 

5    " 

Creditor. 

D.  H. 

VV.  S.  P. 

Hartford, 

50 

5  20 

8    " 

Oath. 

T.T. 

E.tJ. 

U 

68 

2  65 

0    «' 

Creditor. 

A.  R. 

A.  E.G. 

u 

2  00 

4    «* 

Oath. 

.^.  II. 

II.  S. 

Simsbury, 

75 

8  65 

18    " 

«« 

I.  B.  C. 

W&E. 

Berlin, 

1  46 

7  33 

5    «« 

<< 

L.  S. 

O.  H. 

East  Windsor, 

3  16 

5  63 

4    » 

<« 

D.W. 

N.  &E. 

Hartford, 

4  13 

3  02 

4    " 

<( 

n.  G. 

T.  II.  M. 

" 

3  85 

2  95 

!t 

L.  W. 

L.  B.  C. 

Wethersfield, 

3  70 

3  23 

6    " 

« 

H.  H. 

E.  H. 

Glastenbury, 

2  58 

8  46 

2    " 

Paid. 

N.  L.  S. 

E.  S. 

Hartford, 

2  24 

2  32 

4    " 

Oath. 

I.  D. 

A.  M. 

" 

2  50 

2  88 

5    " 

u 

Whole  num'jer  for  less  than  $5  each,  29  ;  amount  of  debts,  $71  40  ;  amount  of  costs  charged,  and 
officers'  fees,  $142  86  ;  amount  of  costs  in  taking  the  oath,  $80  ;  time  lost,  442  days  ;  amount  paid, 
§8  58  : — discharged  by  the  oath,  20  ;  by  the  creditor,  4;  by  payment,  2  ;  by  settlement,  1. 
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says,  in  a  letter  dated  May  7,  1831,  *'  I  suppose  the  female  department 
here  is  the  best  arranged  of  any  in  the  world.  Formerly,  when  they 
were  all  in  one  room,  the  noise  which  they  made  might  be  heard  at  a 
distance  ;  and  hair,  torn  from  each  other's  heads,  might  be  seen  strewed 
about  the  floor.  Now,  they  are  lodged  in  separate  cells,  more  than  sup- 
port themselves  by  their  labor,  and  are  much  changed  for  the  better  a:i 


Cases  of  Imprisonment  for  Debt  in  Hartford,  Conn.,  in  18.30,/or  less  than  ^\  each 


Debtor. 

Creditor. 

Residence. 

Debt. 

Costs. 

Term  of 
Continement. 

Manner  of  DiscJur-f. 

B.  R. 
F.  F. 
D.  H. 
J.  II. 
S.II. 

N.  F. 
y.  G. 

VV.  P.  p, 

E.  S. 

U.S. 

(iranby, 

Windsor, 

Hartford, 

Simsbury, 

00  .''>2 
38 
50 
68 
75 

4  CO 
3  03 

5  20 
2  65 
8  65 

6  days. 
35    « 

8    « 

0    " 
18    " 

Oath. 

<c 
Creditor. 
Oath. 

Amount  of  debts,  $2  83  ;  costs  charged,  and  officers'  fees,  $24  73 
time  lost,  67  daysj  paid,  00. 


costs  in  taking  tlic  oath,  $1G  00 , 


Cases  of  imprisonment  for  Debt  in  Neic  Haven,  Conn.,  in  1830. 


Creditor. 

Debtor. 

Process. 

Debt. 

Committed. 

Discharged. 

Manner  of  Discharge. 

C.  L. 

D.  VV. 

Exoi). 

5  20 

Jan.       7 

Jan. 

11 

Outh. 

A.J\. 

II.  P. 

cc 

97  50 

14 

20 

" 

M.  M. 

L.  D. 

u 

4  .37 

14 

15 

Creditor. 

p.  F. 

W.  S. 

Writ. 

2  GO 

20 

2-2 

<4 

P..  II. 

s.  z. 

«' 

20  00 

25 

28 

(C 

T.  of  [I. 

J.D. 

Exon. 

5  00 

96 

28 

Selectmen, 

w.  n.  M. 

B.  E.  F. 

Writ. 

50  GO 

27 

Feb. 

13 

Creditor. 

.«.  &  V. 

T.  &  M. 

Exon. 

2.'->:t!  12 

27 

Jan. 

29 

p.  &  w. 

T.  &  M. 

'• 

dlS  00 

29 

29 

<i 

R.  ?.  R. 

A.  S. 

u 

4  21 

Feb.    15 

Feb. 

20 

i( 

A.  &  R.  T. 

A.  S. 

" 

3  25 

15 

20 

<c 

W.  B. 

S.  P. 

" 

5  23 

16 

20 

Oath. 

R.  H. 

VV.  c. 

Writ. 

14  00 

22 

23 

H.B. 

E.  11. 

R.  McC. 

" 

3  00 

24 

25 

Creditor. 

J.  X. 

R.  D. 

Exon. 

4  07 

27 

Mar. 

3 

Oath. 

W.  L. 

B.P. 

Writ. 

5  00 

Mar.    10 

15 

Creditor. 

" 

G.  P. 

" 

20  00 

10 

14 

J.J.  M. 

J.  L.  L. 

Exon. 

70  82 

18 

May 

26 

Oath. 

S.ofC. 

P.  F. 

" 

50  00 

19 

Mar. 

22 

State's  attorney. 
Oath. 

N.  D. 

VV.  S.  H. 

" 

205  50 

24 

Apri 

o 

E.  S. 

N.  II. 

" 

2  28 

25 

Mur. 

29 

u 

C.T. 

D.  M. 

W>it. 

7  GO 

April    2 

April 

3 

Creditor. 

S.  P. 

H.  R. 

<' 

20  00 

8 

9 

(( 

s.  s. 

T.  B. 

" 

7  00 

17 

21 

cc 

A.  p. 

W.  B. 

Exon. 

7  30 

20 

24 

Oath. 

S.  P.  S. 

J.  II. 

«« 

42  32 

23 

27 

Creditor. 

.«.  A.  B. 

T.  H. 

Writ. 

150  00 

29 

29 

J.  B.  fc  Co. 

R.  P. 

Exon. 

51  40 

May      7 

u 

\V.  L. 

I.  M. 

Writ. 

5  00 

10 

May 

13 

Oath. 

S.  VV.  C. 

G.  B. 

Exon. 

7  03 

13 

17 

R.Ti.ii. 

R.  B. 

" 

lOG  2,3 

14 

18 

cc 

s.a. 

G.  B. 

" 

3  00 

14 

18 

cc 

G.  S.  \V. 

C.  I).  M. 

" 

32  00 

20 

25 

(C 

S.  te  C.  A. 

J.G. 

" 

15  00 

20 

21 

Creditor. 

S.G. 

M.  P. 

" 

3  62 

24 

24 

(( 

H.  Bank. 

N.  D. 

n 

23,833  10 

31 

In  jail. 

W.  R.  H. 

J.  S. 

(C 

32  36 

June      1 

June 

5 

Oath. 

U.M'g.Co. 

G.  A.  S. 

" 

22  30 

10 

17 

D.  B. 

D.  II. 

Writ. 

5  00 

24 

30 

a 

C.R. 

E.  S. 

Exon. 

13  01 

July      6 

July 

10 

(C 

S.  \V.  C. 

N.  J. 

(( 

33  33 

9 

Creditor. 

" 

s.  c. 

(( 

58  38 

10 

A.B. 

R.  B. 

" 

17  40 

19 

Aug. 

28 

Oath. 

A.G.<kSon. 

A.  D. 

Writ. 

25  00 

22 

July 

27 

F.  N. 

H.B. 

Exon. 

96  58 

23 

30 

« 

,S.  W.  C. 

P.  R. 

2  13 

27 

Aug. 

1 

cc 

B.G. 

T.  G. 

(( 

2  42 

29 

2 

<c 

A.G.&Son. 

A.D. 

K 

19  53 

S'j 

4 

cc 
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to  their  outward  appearance."  We  shall  conclude  this  notice  of  the 
Connecticut  Prison  by  the  insertion  of  a  letter  from  the  chaplain,  dated 
Wethersfield,  May  21,  1831  :— 

"  My  very  dear  friend, 

"  There  is  no  want  of  variety  of  character  among  convicts.    This  variety  is 
probably  as  great  among  the  inmates  of  Prisons,  as  among  an  equal  number  of  in- 


Creditor. 

Debtor. 

Process. 

nebt. 

Committed. 

Discharged. 

Manner  of  Discharge. 

W.  B. 

G.  C. 

Exon. 

7  00 

Aug.     5 

Aug.      9 

Oath. 

s.  w.  c. 

J.L. 

a 

1  51 

5 

5 

Creditor. 

J.C. 

CM. 

ti 

10  52 

5 

5 

J.M. 

L.  P. 

" 

20  00 

12 

16 

Oath. 

R.G. 

E.A.  McL. 

Writ. 

7  00 

16 

20 

u 

A.G.&Son. 

A.H. 

Exon. 

G  54 

19 

23 

« 

S.  &F. 

J.B. 

" 

34  51 

27 

Sept.      6 

(( 

\V.  H. 

C.R. 

;; 

3  00 

30 

7 

li 

E.S. 

S.J. 

2  50 

Sept.     1 

6 

a 

J.  H.  D. 

C.R. 

" 

1  17 

3 

7 

(I 

A.  S. 

J.  G. 

V^^rit. 

10  00 

7 

13 

Officer. 

C.  D.  M. 

J.B. 

u 

4  38 

8 

9 

Creditor. 

S.R. 

J.  S. 

Exon. 

4  31 

10 

14 

Oath. 

J.  S. 

G.  W.  R. 

a 

4  10 

14 

20 

(C 

L.  M. 

G.  B. 

u 

3  2.5 

20 

25 

C( 

R.  D. 

A.C. 

Writ. 

6  00 

23 

24 

Creditor. 

!S.  C. 

J.  S.  H. 

Exon. 

7  00 

25 

Oct.        2 

Oath. 

A.  S. 

J.C. 

" 

15  00 

27 

1 

ii 

W.  M. 

A.  T.  C. 

" 

9  62 

28 

2 

J.T. 

L.  B. 

a 

2  G7 

Oct.     .2 

4 

Creditor. 

G.&T. 

D.  W. 

li 

26  20 

2 

8 

Oath. 

A.  L.  K. 

M.  M.  I. 

«« 

10  30 

4 

9 

A.  P. 

H.  VV. 

" 

6  81 

5 

12 

it 

H.C. 

E.S. 

Writ. 

1  50 

1 

4 

Creditor. 

J.  A.D. 

W.  S. 

u 

2  74 

7 

J.  &F.H. 

S.J. 

" 

7  00 

8 

16 

0.  M.  S, 

J,  F.  W. 

Exon. 

25  90 

12 

16 

Oath. 

A.C. 

J.  M.  S. 

« 

6  22 

14 

19 

(C 

C.&B. 

S.  Z. 

Writ. 

937 

16 

18 

Creditors. 

G.&T. 

E.  P.  P. 

Exon. 

11  69 

16 

21 

Oath. 

A.G.&Son. 

J.  L.  H. 

I' 

30  52 

16 

21 

'« 

B.  W. 

T.  C.  P. 

(( 

10  59 

19 

25 

a 

A.G.&Soa 

F.  A.  E. 

" 

5  45 

21 

26 

11 

J.  O.  P. 

E.D. 

" 

6  06 

26 

30 

(C 

J.  H.  2d. 

F.R.&J.W 

" 

4  30 

Nov.      1 

Nov.      3 

Creditor. 

J.  O.  P. 

G.  B. 

iC 

2  46 

8 

12 

Oath. 

J.  E.  F. 

J.G. 

Writ. 

14  00 

9 

9 

Creditor. 

H.  W. 

J.  G.  T. 

Bond. 

20  00 

10 

16 

Oath. 

E.  B. 

J.  G.  T. 

Exon. 

11  00 

15 

19 

" 

M.R.&Co. 

VV.  H. 

" 

6  48 

15 

24 

a 

W.  L. 

L.  B. 

Writ. 

25  00 

17 

18 

Creditor. 

D.  K. 

A.  B. 

Exon. 

87  78 

18 

21 

" 

Z.&S.W. 

E.T.&  Co. 

2,549  89 

27 

Limits. 

M.  W. 

C.  McM. 

u 

192  16 

28 

" 

A.H. 

R.  T, 

Writ. 

5  00 

30 

30 

Creditor. 

H.  T. 

J.S. 

Exon. 

26 

Dec.      9 

Dec.     12 

«' 

J.  A.  D. 

T.  H. 

(C 

7  06 

18 

31 

Oath. 

J.  G.  M. 

R.  P. 

li 

17  26 

20 

25 

" 

M.  VV. 

VV.  S. 

(C 

27  50 

27 

30 

Creditor. 

W.  Y. 

G.B. 

" 

29  30 

28 

Ja.  2,'31. 

Oath. 

Whole  number  of  cases,  97  :— on  execution,  72  •,  on  writ,  24  ;  on  bond,  1 :— for  less  than  $1,  1 ;  for 
$5  and  under,  30  •,  for  $20  and  under,  68  •,  for  $50  and  under,  84  ;  for  more  than  $50, 13  :— discharged  by 
an  individual,  1  ;  by  a  selectman,  1 ;  by  U.  S.  attorney,  1  ;  by  an  officer,  1 ;  by  the  creditor,  37  ;  by 
the  oath,  54  ;  by  payment,  0  :— amount  of  debts  in  all  except  two  cases,  $2,644  28 ;  amount  paid,  00  ; 
ti.Tie  lost,  308  days. 


Cases 

of  Imprisonmen 

tfor  Debt 

in  New  London, 

Conn.,  in 

1830. 

Creditor. 

Debtor. 

Residence. 

Process. 

Debt. 

Committed. 

Jan.      28 
April     22 

Discharged. 

Manner  of  Discharge. 

C.  W.  W. 
E.  D.  P. 

W.  M. 
D.  L.  C. 

Providence,  R.  I. 

Exon. 

7  67 
60  00 

Feb.         9 
April    ^ 

Paid. 
Compromised. 
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dividuals,  who  are  any  where  else  collected.  I  have  met  with  some  in  this  Prison, 
who  manifest  so  little  mental  capacity,  as  to  make  it  doubtful  whether  they  ought 
to  be  held  accountable  for  their  actions.  A  director  of  the  Prison  pointed  out  one 
of  the  convicts  to  me,  the  other  day,  whom  he  supposed  not  to  possess  common 
sense.  A  base  fellow,  in  Prison,  who  cannot  read,  told  me,  not  long  since,  that  he 
did  not  see  any  thing  wrong,  in  one,  who  had  nothing,  to  steal  from  another  who  had 
more  than  he  needed.  He  professed  to  think,  that  it  was  as  well  as  any  way,  to  live 
as  he  had,  i.  c.  by  strolling  about  from  place  to  place,  to  swear,  break  the  Sabbath, 
get  drunk,  steal,  &c.  His  soul,  he  supposed,  would  wither  with  his  body  in  the 
grave . 


Creditor. 

Debtor. 

Residence. 

Process. 

Debt. 

Committed. 

Discharged. 

Manner  of  Discharge. 

S.  H. 

R.F.S. 

Lyme, 

Writ. 

8  00 

Feb. 

10 

Feb. 

15 

Compromised. 

I.  W. 

T.  R. 

RandolphjJtfffiss 

(( 

70  00 

16 

22 

Oath. 

N.  M. 

J.  B. 

Groton, 

(C 

10  00 

Mar. 

13 

22 

Creditor. 

H.J. 

B.  W. 

Lyme, 

Exon. 

20  10 

16 

27 

Oath. 

A.  M.  H. 

T.  W.  P. 

Montville, 

" 

134  89 

17 

April 

10 

Creditor's  attorney. 

D.  P.  H. 

E.  P. 

Salem, 

" 

21  32 

April 

17 

26 

U                         i'.          ' 

J.  S. 

P.  H. 

Groton, 

« 

30  00 

May 

20 

July 

2 

Paid. 

I.  S. 

J.  W.  B. 

Stonington, 

" 

198  40 

22 

June 

5 

Compromised. 

T.G. 

E.B. 

Groton, 

<( 

31  27 

25 

1 

Oath. 

L.  S.  L. 

" 

it 

22  81 

June 

17 

22 

" 

J.  B. 

J.P.&R.B. 

Waterford, 

Writ. 

20  00 

May 

31 

4 

Compromised. 

N.  B. 

J.  H. 

New  London, 

(( 

5  00 

June 

5 

5 

Creditor. 

N.  B. 

A.  M.  H. 

It        li 

u 

3  00 

10 

10 

(( 

D.T. 

J.  M.  B. 

Lebanon, 

(( 

10  00 

23 

24 

Bailed. 

T.  L. 

E.  H. 

New  London, 

" 

2.5  00 

28 

July 

1 

" 

M.B. 

(( 

((            u 

" 

30  00 

28 

1 

" 

C.  B. 

" 

U             ('. 

" 

30  00 

30 

1 

It 

T,  W.  W. 

J.  M. 

U              l£ 

u 

50  00 

30 

9 

Compromised. 

G.P. 

J.D. 

Stonington, 

Exon. 

13  86 

July 

2 

6 

Oath. 

T.  W.  W. 

S.S. 

New  London, 

Writ. 

25  00 

2 

6 

Compromised. 

" 

J.  s. 

a           a 

" 

65  00 

2 

6 

u 

P.  P.  I. 

E.G. 

Montville, 

Exon. 

179  69 

2 

Sept. 

6 

cc 

T.  W.  W. 

w.  s.  s. 

New  London, 

Writ. 

80  00 

3 

July 

14 

u 

w.  p. 

T.S. 

u 

70  00 
70  GO 

3 

3 

14 
6 

(C 

« 

J.P 

a          (( 

« 

20  00 

7 

14 

" 

C.  P.  w. 

C( 

B.  K. 
H.O. 

Stonington, 

" 

15  00 
15  00 

9 
9 

19 
19 

it 
tt 

S.  K.  S. 

I.  H.  C. 

Groton, 

Exon. 

59  47 

9 

30 

Paid. 

G.C. 

C.  B.  H. 

Salem, 

8  67 

16 

31 

Oath. 

W.  A.  VV.  I 

&Co.       i 

J.M. 

Waterford, 

" 

17  42 

22 

\  Oath  ;  supported 
till  Apr.  10, 1831. 

J.I. 

J.D. 

Colchester, 

«' 

128  30 

23 

Aug. 

30 

Oath. 

J.  B. 

E.B. 

New  London, 

(( 

8  63 

26 

2 

(( 

B.H, 

R.  H. 

Lyme, 

<i 

13  98 

26 

2 

« 

B.  &N. 

N.  B.  B. 

Norwich, 

» 

152  98 

16 

July 

21 

'.' 

N.&W.VV.B. 

S.J. 

New  London, 

Writ. 

60  00 

16 

Aug. 

8 

Compromised. 

u 

J.L. 

C(             u 

" 

60  00 

16 

8 

c< 

C.  B. 

G.  H.  R. 

C£               il 

u' 

500  00 

27 

July 

28 

cc 

N.&W.W.B. 

D.  W. 

U               U 

(C 

10  00 

28 

Aug. 

8 

(( 

A.  L. 

A.  B. 

Groton, 

Exon. 

2  00 

Aug. 

3 

9 

Oath. 

C.  B. 

W.  P. 

't 

Writ. 

90  00 

5 

11 

ti 

N.&W.W.B 

A.O. 

New  London, 

50  00 

11 

Compromised. 

E.  S.&  al. 

J.S. 

Lyme, 

Exon. 

23  02 

11 

16 

Oath. 

J.W. 

B.  B.  M. 

Stonington, 

Writ. 

15  00 

11 

13  1  Bailed. 

c.  c. 

J.  A. 

Norwich, 

Exon. 

19  55 

12 

16  1  Oath. 

J.L. 

H.J. 

New  London, 

Writ. 

10  00 

19 

20  Compromised. 

C.  L. 

S.  C. 

U             it 

Exon. 

6  33 

20 

27 

Oath. 

J.C. 

J.M. 

Waterford, 

" 

9  72 

25 

Ap.lE 

,'31 

Compromised. 

S.  B.  M. 

J.  R. 

Lyme, 

" 

20  38 

Sept. 

10 

Sept. 

15 

Oath. 

J.L. 

H.J. 

New  London, 

Writ. 

5  00 

14 

16 

Creditor. 

J.J. 

P.  C. 

u          u 

u 

6  00 

Oct. 

14 

Oct. 

15 

Comproiiiised. 

J.  M.  &  al. 

E.  P. 

H             U 

Exon. 

18  00 

18 

22  Oath. 

J.  W.  A. 

A.  D. 

Saybrook, 

Writ. 

40  00  Nov. 

9 

Nov. 

22  Creditor. 

E.G. 

J.F. 

Montville, 

Exon. 

8  43 

12 

13         " 

C.  B. 

T.G. 

Norwich, 

Writ. 

50  00 

20 

24         " 

A.O. 

P.&H.A.R 

Montville, 

Exon. 

234  47. 

20 

Dec. 

20 

Compromised. 

Whole  number,  58:— from  New  London,  23;  Groton,  7  ;  Lyme,  6  ;  Stonington,  5  ;  Montville,  4  ; 
Waterford,  and  Norwich,  3  each  ;  Saybrook,  Salem,  Lebanon,  and  Colchester,  1  each  : — on  execu- 
tion, 27  ;  on  writ,  31 : — discharged  bv  compromise,  24  -,  by  oath,  17;  by  creditor, 7;  by  payment, 3  : — 
amount  of  debts,  §1,9213  96  ;  amount  of  debts  paid,  .$92  14  ;'time  lost,  931  days. 

There  is  another  Prison  in  this  county,at  Norwich.  The  jailer  of  the  Prison  in  New  London  thinks 
the  above  table  does  not  contain  more  than  one  half  of  the  whole  number  of  cases  in  the  county. 
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"  I  have  been  conversing  w^ith  a  convict  to  day,  vs^ho  saw  so  little  in  the  happiness 
of  heaven  to  suit  his  taste,  as  to  lead  him  to  say,  that  he  had  no  wish  to  go  there  ; 
neither  did  he  wish  to  go  to  hell;  hence  he  tried  to  flatter  himself  that  he  could 
find  some  third  and  :niddle  place.  I  desired  him  to  describe  the  place,  and  em- 
ployment, in  which  he  would  like  to  spend  his  eternity.  He  did  so.  But  it  would 
give  you  too  much  pain  and  surprise  were  I  to  give  you  his  description. 

"  Who  invented  profane  swearing,  or  for  what  possible  purpose  it  was  first  intro- 
duced among  men,  or  has  been  continued  in  practice,  I  can  scarcely  conceive. 
Even  the  common  style  of  swearing  is  enough  to  startle  and  distress  a  mind  of  any 
considerable  purity  and  sensibiUty  :  but  I  have  lately  been  made  acquainted  with 
examples  of  profaneness  in  speech,  practised  by  those  with  whom  convicts  associate 
when  out  of  Prison,  altogether  unlike  any  thing  that  I  had  ever  before  heard,  read, 
or  thought  of,  and  which  it  seems  hardly  possible  could  flow  from  any  higher  source 
than  the  bottomless  pit.  I  will  not  shock  your  feelings  by  giving  so  much'ai  a 
single  specimen  of  its  awful  character. 

"  I  frequently  meet  with  convicts  who  have  been  sailors.  Some  of  them  have  been 
almost  all  over  the  world,  and  are  able  to  bring  to  light  a  world  of  wickedness.  I 
have  reason  to  believe,  that  they  mingle  in  the  darkest  scenes  of  iniquity,  with 
about  as  much  ease  and  frequency,  in  those  cities  which  are  called  Christian,  as  they 
do  in  those  which  are  pagan.  A  man  who  has  followed  the  sea  for  thirteen  years 
told  me,  that  he  never  met  with  more  wickedness  in  any  place  than  in  Liverpool. 

"  Convicts  often  hold  to  gross  errors.  This  you  have  seen  from  what  has  already 
been  said.  A  convict,  who  has  been  twice  under  sentence  of  death,  says  he  has 
nobelief  in  the  Bible — once  threw  a  Bible  overboard,  which  he  took  with  him  to 
sea.  He  affirms,  that  as  neither  he  nor  any  one  whom  he  has  seen,  has  ever  been 
either  to  heaven  or  hell,  he  does  not,  and  cannot  know  any  thing  about  these 
places ;  and  yet  he  is  so  credulous  as  to  beheve,  that  he  has  seen  water  turned 
into  wine  in  New  York,  and  a  dead  man  raised  to  life  at  the  Newgate  Prison. 

"  Some  believe  that  there  is  no  hereafter,  and  more  beUeve  that  there  is  no  future 
punishment.  A  convict  lately  assured  me  that  he  had  never  broken  more  than  one 
of  his  Maker's  commands  ;  and  another,  that  he  had  always  supposed,  before  he 
came  to  Prison,  that  sin  consisted  merely  in  the  outwai-d  act.  Some  say  that  a  man's 
conscience  is  the  only  hell ;  others,  that  the  breath  is  the  soul.  Some  have  curious 
inquiries  to  make.  I  have  known  many  a  man  show  more  solicitude  to  know  who 
Melchisedek  was,  or  where  Cain  got  his  wife,  than  to  know  what  he  should  do  that 
his  soul  might  be  saved. 

"The  reasons  which  convicts  give  for  not  doing  their  duty  to  God,  indicate  almost 
every  variety  in  the  state  of  their  moral  feeling.  To  the  inquiry,  'Why  do  wicked 
men  oppose  God,  and  go  on  in  sin,  when  they  may  know  it  is  wrong,  and  see  the 
consequences  ?'  different  individuals  gave  the  following  answers  : — 

"1.  '  Their  hearts  love  to.'  2.  'They  do  not  consider.'  3.  '  Their  hearts  arc  hard- 
ened, that  they  should  not  understand.'  4.  '  They  do  not  raise  their  thoughts  high 
enough.'  5.  '  They  cannot  change  their  own  hearts  ;  what  can  they  do  ?'  6.  '  Be- 
cause it  is  previously  determined  how  every  one  shall  act.'  7.  '  Many  do  the  same.' 
8.  •  Either  they  think  there  is  no  future  punishment,  or  else  they  think  it  is  a  great 
way  off.' 

"  To  the  inquiry,  '  Why  will  you  not  now  give  your  attention  to  the  subject  of 
religion  ?'    I  was  answered  : — 

"1.  'If  I  should,  I   fear  it    would   interfere  with  some  of  my  future  plans.' 

2.  '  I  mean  to  do  it  at  some  future  time.'     3.  '  I  fear  that  I  should  not  hold  out  to 
the  end.' 

"  *  Why  do  you  not  love  God  more  than  any  other  object .'' 

"Answers.     1.   'It  is  not  natural.'    2.  '  It  is  the  hardest  thing  in  (he  world.' 

3.  '  Because  I  love  sin  too  well.' 

"  '  Why  will  you  not  repent  of  your  sias  ?' 

"Answers.  1.  'I  will  try.'  2.  '  I  hope  I  may.'  3.  'I  should  be  wilhng  to 
repent,  if  I  could.'  4.  '  I  do  not  know  whether  I  could,  if  I  had  a  mind  to.' 
5.  '  My  heart  is  too  hard.'  6.  '  I  should  be  ridiculed  if  I  did.'  7.  '  I  do  not  know 
how.' 

"  I  sometimes  hear  rather  curious  remarks.  A  man  in  Prison  told  me  that  he 
once  tried  an  experiment,  to  see  if  he  could  make  one,  whom  he  considered  a  Chris- 
tian, angry.  He  succeeded,  was  gratified,  and  ha.s  been  more  satisfied  to  live  with- 
out religion  himself  ever  since.  Another  said,  that  he  had  always  supposed  that 
a  real  Christian  never  broke  the  moral  law,  after  he  became  a  Christian. 
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"  I*ayin<;  a  visit  to  a  fine  looking  sailor,  who  had  been  in  the  U.  S.  navy,  and 
who  had  just  come  to  Prison,  he  remarked,  '  This  is  a  good  phice  to  overhaul  the 
mind  in.'  To  which  I  added,  '  And  tack  about  and  make  for  a  better  harbor.'  Each 
yielded  assent  to  ivhat  the  other  said.  Which  was  the  most  gratified,  it  is  hard 
to  say. 

"The  replies  which  I  have  received  to  qu3stions  proposed,  have  sometimes  bci;n 
quite  gratifying.  A  black  man,  whose  imprisonment  is  tor  lifj,  v.as  learning  to  read 
in  the  first  chapter  of  Genesis.  He  came  to  the  word  saw.  '  \yhiit  is  the  meaning; 
of  the  word  saw,  or  see?^  1  asked.  '  It  means  to  believe  with  the  eye,'  was  his 
veply.  '  Do  you  find  comfort  in  reading  the  Bible  ?'  said  I  to  another,  who  knew 
not  his  letters  when  he  came  to  Prison.  '  0  yes,'  said  he;  '  I  read  in  one  place,  and 
find  some  words  that  I  cannot  make  out ;  yet  I  get  some  of  the  meaning,  and  it 
teems  so  good  becauic  it  is  the  word  of  God.  I  turn  to  another  place,  and  rciid ; 
and  that  seems  good  too,  because  it  is  the  v.ord  of  God.  And  it  is  all  good,  becausi- 
it  is  all  the  word  of  God.'  '  How  do  you  !  now  that  the  Bible  is  the  word  of  (iod  r' 
'  Why,  I  know  that  no  man,  unless  he  wee  1  aught  of  God,  could  tell  of  such  things 
as  the  Bible  does.  A  bad  man  would  not  i;:ik  so  al^out  sin  ;  and  a  good  man  would 
not  say  he  was  taught  of  God,  unless  he  was.  Besides,  something  here  (laying  Ins 
hand  upon  his  heart)  tells  me  that  the  Bible  is  the  word  of  God..  It  ccme;?  ho}:ic 
to  me.     It  tells  me  what  I  am  just  as  i  be.' 

"  The  inquiries  which  are  made  by  the  convict?  are  ofton  interesting.  Said  a 
man,  who  had  been  for  some  time  disliessed  in  his  mind,  to  me  one  day, '  How  doz-s 
a  Christian  feel  ?'  Said  another,  '  V.'cre  i  never  to  commit  ariv  more  sin,  could 
ray  past  sins  on  that  account  be  forgiven  ?'  '  Do  such  as  oj>po=e  religion  uuders'aod 
.what  it  is  .''  Says  another,  '  It  seems  to  me  so  rea^nabre,  that  I  do  not  see  hew 
they  could  object  to  it,  if  they  understood  it.' 

"  Ignorance,  and  the  want  of  proper  parental  culture,  greatly  prevail  among  con- 
vict'^.    On  inquiry,  I  have  found, 

"  1.  That  no  convict,  now  in  this  Prison,  has  received  a  liberal  edacafion. 

"2.  Very  few  have  ever  come  under  the  influence  of  Sabbath  school  instruction. 

"  3.  Seventy-six  are  unable  to  write. 

"  4.  One  hundred  and  six,  out  of  one  hundred  and.  forty -one,  fail  of  spelling  cor- 
rectly, man}'  words  of  one  and  two  syllables. 

"5.  Thirty  cannot  read. 

"  6.  Sixty,  out  of  one  hundred  and  fifty,  were  se;)arated  fiom  their  parents  before 
they  were  ten  years  old,  and  thirty-six  others  met  with  a  similar  separation,  before 
they  had  arrived  at  the  age  of  fifteen. 

"  Eight  or  ten  convicts  are  now  in  process  of  learning  to  read,  with  no  book 
b'lt  the  Bible,  and  with  no  teaching  but  what  they  receive  through  the  givitins  of 
their  cell  doois.  Seme,  in  the  course  cf  two  or  three  nionth>^,  have  made  such 
advance  in  learning  in  this  way,  as  to  need  very  little  further  assislance.  The 
progress  of  the  one  who  commenced  learning  to  read  last,  is  as  follows  : —         i 

"  Began  with  the  first  letter  in  the  Bible,  May  1,  1831.  He  knew  only  a  part 
of  his  letteifs.     He  never  had  been  to  school  a  day  in  liis  life. 

"  The  first  day,  he  repeated  the  letters  in  the  first  ver-;c  of  the  first  chapter  of 
(ienesis. 

"  ]\Iay  2.  Learnt  all  the  words  of  one  syllable  in  first  verse, 

"  May  ?>.  Head  first  verse  with  some  help. 

"  ?f[ay  4.  Read  second  verse  by  being  helped  to  pronounce  the  woitis  vntliout 
■xvAfonn,  and  to  call  tho  Italics  in  the  word  was. 

"  May  5.  Read  correctly  the  second  verse. 

"  May  0.  Read  nearly  right  to  the  ninth  vorf-e. 

"  May  17.  Read  nearly  right  to  the  eleventh  verse. 

"  May  1*^.  Read,  with  little  help,  to  the  thirteenth  verse. 

"  May  19.  Read,  vvitli  help  in  tlie  words/burf/.  ^ud.  abxindaHiJrf,  to  the  twentieth 
verse. 

"  May  20.  Rea<'  to  the  twenty-third  verse. 

"  May  21.  Read  to  the  twenfy-eighth  ver?e.  by  beine  auled  in  a  word  or  two. 

"  Several  in  Prison  give  as  nnich  i)roof  of  piety,  as  it  is  prssible  for  persons  to  do 
in  their  situation.  A  few,  of  late,  have,  as  they  hope,  found  peace  in  believing. 
Their  conviction  of  sin  has  been  pungent.  Night  otter  i  ight,  they  could  scarcely 
sleep.  Their  expressions  were  like  these: — 'All  the  sins  of  my  past  lift- seem  to 
stand  before  me.  What  I  used  to  think  little  sins,  now  appear  great  sins.  All  tkit; 
I  do  seems  to  be  sin.     I  am  afraid  I  shall  never  find  peace.' 
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"  Morning  and  evening  the  Scriptures  are  read,  brief  explanations  given,  and 
prayer  offered,  in  the  hearing  of  the  men,  who  are  assembled  in  the  open  space  east 
of  the  block  of  cells.  The  hearers  are  still  and  attentive.  From  these  services 
they  go  in  silence  to  their  cells,  where,  undisturbed,  they  may  give  themselves  to 
reading  their  Bible,  reflection,  and  prayer. 

"  A  religious  service  is  observed  every  evening  in  the  female  apartment.  A  ser- 
mon is  preached  every  Sabbath  in  each  apartment,  and  the  residue  of  the  day  is 
spent  in  going  from  cell  to  cell,  to  converse  with  the  convicts.  It  takes  about  six 
neeks  to  perform  a  single  circle  of  this  kind  of  visitation.  About  two  hours  may 
be  spent  every  day  in  the  week,  in  going  from  cell  to  cell,  to  teach  the  ignorant  to 
read.  About  the  same  number  of  hours  each  day  are  required  to  study  the  portions 
of  Scripture  which  are  read  at  the  morning  and  evening  service. 

"  Thus  you  see  what  is  the  character  of  the  field  in  which  I  labor  ;  how  busy  I 
may  be  ;  and  how  much  patience,  consolation,  and  direction  of  the  Spirit,  I  need  in 
its  cultivation.  Yours,  in  the  bonds  of  the  gospel  of  Christ. 

"  G.  Barrett." 


NEW  YORK 

Imprisonment  for  Debt. — The  governor  introduced  the  subject  in  his 
last  message  to  the  legislature  as  follows : — 

"  Our  laws  relative  to  imprisonment  for  debt  should  be  carefully  examined,  for 
the  purpose  of  amendment.  The  notion  of  imprisonment  in  the  nature  of  punish- 
ment for  debt,  is  repugnant  to  humanity,  and  condemned  by  wisdom.  Among  the 
early  Romans,  the  unfortunate  debtor  and  his  family  became  the  slaves  of  his  cred- 
itor ;  and  the  hoary  veteran  has  exhibited  the  bleeding  traces  of  his  master's  scourge, 
mingled  with  the  scars  of  honorable  wounds  received  while  commanding  in  his 
country's  service.  This  extreme  barbarity  was  discontinued  at  an  early  period^ 
yet  the  principle  of  punishment  for  debt,  by  depriving  the  debtor  of  his  liberty,  was 
retained  by  that  nation  through  its  subsequent  period  of  refinement,  and  has  been 
transmitted  to  this  day,  through  all  the  enlightened  governments  of  Europe.  This 
trait  of  barbarism,  notwithstanding  all  our  reforms,  still  retains  its  place  in  our 
statute  book. 

"  Imprisonment  for  debt  should  be  tolerated  so  far  only  as  it  is  necessary  to  en- 
able the  creditor  to  secure  the  property  of  his  debtor.  In  respect  to  debts  of  large 
amount,  ample  provision,  beyond  the  reach  of  the  smaller  debtor,  seems  to  have 
been  made  ;  for  it  is  provided,  that  whenever  a  person  considers  himself  insolvent, 
he  may,  on  application  to  a  proper  officer,  and  due  notice  to  his  creditors,  assign 
over  ail  his  property,  and  obtain  exemption  from  arrest  or  imprisonment. 

"  With  such  ample  provision  before  us  for  the  relief  of  those  oppressed  with  large 
debts,  the  injustice  of  the  provisions  of  the  law  in  regard  to  the  more  helpless 
class,  the  extremely  poor,  is  very  striking.  Imprisonment  appears  to  be  wanton, 
when  inflicted  upon  a  person  without  means  to  pay,  and  who  depends  upon  his 
daily  labor  for  the  maintenance  of  his  family.  A  defendant  in  execution  from  a 
justice's  court,  must  in  some  cases  remain  in  Prison  thirty  days,  in  others  sixty  days, 
before  he  is  permitted  to  make  oath  that  he  has  no  means  for  the  payment  of  his 
debt.  It  is  this  which  fills  our  Jails.  An  easy  remedy  may  be  prescribed,  by  per- 
mitting a  defendant  on  the  trial,  when  his  creditor  is  present,  to  show  his  inability 
to  pay,  assign  over  his  property,  and  thereby  exempt  himself  from  imprisonment. 
This  subject,  I  hope,  will  engage  your  early  attention;  and  while  you  make  ample 
provision  for  the  security  of  creditors  against  frauds,  and  to  punish  fraudulent  debtors 
criminally,  that  you  will  so  modify  the  laws,  as  to  dispense,  as  far  as  practicable,  with 
imprisonment  for  debt." 

In  accordance  with  this  recommendation,  a  committee  of  the  legisla- 
ture, of  which  Mr.  Stihvell  M'as  chairman,  made  an  elaborate  report, 
accompanied  with  a  bill,  adoptincr  the  principle  of  no  imprisonment  for 
debt  except  in  cases  of  fraud ;  this  fraud  to  be  alleged  and  proved  be- 
fore an  impartial  tribunal  by  competent  witnesses,  and,  when  thus 
proved    to  be  punished  as  a  misdemeanor.      The  law  passed   both 
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branches  of  the  legislature  by  a  large  majority ;  but  does  not  go  into 
operation  till  March  1,  1832.* 

The  great  evil  which  this  law  is  intended  to  remedy,  whether  it  shall 
prove  effectual  or  not,  is  the  incarceration,  according  to  the  best  esti- 
mates we  are  able  to  make,  of  10,000  persons  annually ; — incarcera- 
tion, too,  not  according  to  the  common  ibrm  ;  but  with  no  provision  by 

*  AN  ACT  to  abolish  Imprisonment  for  Debt,  and  to  punisli  fraudulent  Debtors.— Passed 
April  26,  1831. 

The  people  of  the  state  of  New  York,  represented  in  senate  and  assembly,  do  enact  as 
fhlloics  : 

^  1.  No  person  shall  be  arrested  or  imprisoned  on  any  civil  process  issuing  out  of  ciny 
court  of  law,  or  on  any  execution  issuing  out  of  any  court  of  equity,  in  any  suit  or  pro- 
ceeding instituted  for  the  recovery  of  any  money  due  upon  any  iudgnicnt  or  decree, 
founded  upon  contract,  or  due  upon  any  contract,  express  or  implied,  or  for  the  recovery 
of  any  damages  for  the  non- performance  of  any  contract. 

^  2.  The  preceding  section  shall  not  extend  to  any  person  v^ho  shall  not  have  been  a 
resident  of  this  state,  for  at  least  one  month  previous  to  the  commencement  of  a  suit 
against  him  ;  nor  to  proceedings  as  for  contempts  to  enforce  civil  remedies ;  nor  to  actions 
lor  fines  or  penalties,  or  on  promises  to  marry,  or  for  moneys  collected  by  any  public  offi- 
cer, or  for  any  misconduct  or  neglect  in  office,  or  in  any  professional  emplo^'ment. 

^  3,  In  all  cases  where,  by  the  preceding  provisions  of  this  act,  a  detendant  cannot  be 
arrested  or  imprisoned,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  plaintiff"  who  shall  have  commenced  a  suit 
against  such  defendant,  or  shall  have  obtained  a  judgment  or  decree  against  him,  in  any 
court  of  record,  to  apply  to  any  judge  of  the  court  in  which  such  suit  is  brought,  or  to  any 
officer  authorized  to  perform  the  duties  of  such  judge,  for  a  warrant  to  arrest  tne  defendant 
in  such  suit. 

^  4.  No  such  warrant  shall  issue,  unless  satisfactory  evidence  be  adduced  to  such  officer, 
by  the  affidavit  of  the  plaintiff,  or  of  some  other  person  or  persons,  that  there  is  a  debt  or 
demand  due  to  the  plaintiff,  from  the  defendant,  amounting  to  more  than  fifty  dollars,  and 
specifying  the  nature  and  amount  thereof,  as  near  as  may  be,  for  which  the  defendant,  ac- 
cording to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  cannot  be  arrested  or  imprisoned  3  and  establishing 
one  or  more  of  the  following  particulars  : 

1.  That  the  defendant  is  about  to  remove  any  of  his  property  out  of  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  court  in  which  such  suit  is  brought,  with  intent  to  defraud  his  creditors  ;  or, 

2.  That  the  defendant  has  property  or  rights  in  action,  which  he  fraudulently  conceals, 
or  that  he  has  rights  in  action,  or  some  interest  in  any  public  or  corporate  stock,  money  or 
.evidences  of  debt,  which  he  unjustly  refuses  to  apply  to  the  pa\-ment  of  emy  judgment  or 
decree  which  shall  have  been  rendered  against  him,  belonging  to  the  complainant  ;  or, 

3.  That  he  has  assigned,  removed  or  oisposed  of,  or  is  about  to  dispose  of,  any  of  his 
property,  with  the  intent  to  defraud  his  creditors  ;  or, 

4.  That  the  defendant  fraudulently  contracted  the  debt  or  incurred  the  obligation,  re- 
specting which  such  suit  is  brought. 

^  5.  Upon  such  proof  being  made  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  officer  to  whom  the  applica- 
tion shall  be  addressed,  he  shall  issue  a  warrant,  in  behalf  of  the  people  of  this  state,  either 
with  or  without  seal,  directed  to  any  sheriff,  constable  or  marshal,  within  the  county  where 
such  officer  shall  reside,  therein  bnefly  setting  forth  the  complaint,  and  commanding  the 
officer  to  whom  the  same  shall  be  directed,  to  arrest  the  person  named  in  such  warrant, 
and  bring  him  before  such  officer  without  delay  ;  which  warrant  shall  be  accompanied  by  a 
copy  of  all  affidavits  presented  to  such  officer,  upon  which  the  warrant  issued  5  which  shall 
be  certified  by  such  officer,  and  shall  be  delivered  to  the  defendant,  at  the  lime  of  serving 
the  warrant,  bv  the  officer  serving  the  same. 

^  6.  The  officer  to  whom  such  warrant  shall  be  delivered,  shall  execute  the  same,  by  ar- 
resting the  person  named  therein,  euid  bringing  him  before  the  officer  issuing  such  warrant; 
and  snail  keep  him  in  custody  until  he  shall  be  duly  discharged,  or  committed  as  hereinafter 
provided. 

^  7.  On  the  appearance  of  the  person  so  arrested,  before  the  officer  issuing  such  warrant, 
he  may  controvert  any  of  the  facts  and  circumstances  on  which  such  warrant  issued,  and 
may,  at  his  option,  verify  his  allegations  by  his  own  affidavit  ;  amd  in  case  of  his  so  verify- 
ing the  same,  the  complainant  may  examine  such  defendant  on  oath,  touching  any  fact  or 
circumstance  material  to  the  inquiry,  and  the  answers  of  the  defendant  on  such  examina- 
tion, shall  be  reduced  to  writing  and  subscribed  by  him  ;  and  the  officer  conducting  such 
inquiry,  shall  also  receive  such  other  proof  as  the  parties  may  offer,  either  at  the  time  of 
such  first  appearance,  or  at  such  other  time  as  such  hearing  shall  be  adjourned  to  ;  and  in 
case  of  em  adjournment,  such  officer  may  take  a  recognizance,  with  or  without  surety,  at 
his  discretion,  from  the  defendant,  for  his  appearance  at  the  adjourned  hearing. 

5.  8,  The  officer  conducting  such  inquiry  shall  have  the 'same  authority  to  issue  subpoenas 
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iJiw  of  bedding,  fael,  or  food  to  protect  the  subjects  of  it  from  cold  and 
hunger ; — and  this,  in  a  multitude  of  cases,  for  very  small  suras,  as 
proved  by  the  following  facts  from  authentic  documents : — 

Mr.  S.  Mott,  the  jailer  of  the  county  of  Cayuga,  states,  in  a  letter  tO' 
Mr.  Oliphant,  the  editor  of  the  Free  Press  published  in  the  village  of 
Auburn,  that  the  number  of  debtors  committed  to  the  Prison  under  his 

lor  witnesses,  which  is  now  confeiTcd  by  law  on  an^-  ofTicer  empowered  to  hear  applica- 
lions  of  insolvents,  for  the  purpose  of  exonei-ating  their  persons  from  imprisoamCTit',  aiivi 
shall  have  the  same  power  to  enforce  obedience  to  such  subpoenas,  and  to  punish  wilwes^es 
refusing  to  testify  5  and  witnesses  wilfully  disobeying  any  such  subpoena,  shall  be  liable  ti> 
the  penalties  pre"scribed  in  the  seventh  article  of  title  first  and  chapter  fifth  of  the  set^oad 
pnrt  of  the  revised  statutes. 

6  9.  If  such  officer  is  satisfied  that  the  alleg-atlons  of  the  complainant  are  substantiated, 
and  that  the  defendant  has  done,  or  is  al)Out  to  do,  any  one  of  the  acts  specified  in  tlu'. 
fourth  section  of  this  act,  he  shall,  by  a  commitment  under  his  hand,  direct  that  sucli  de- 
fendant be  committed  to  the  jail  of  "the  county  in  which  such  hearing  shall  be  had,  to  bt. 
there  detained  until  he  shall  be  discharged  according  to  law  3  and  such  del'endant  shall  be 
committed  ancf  detained  accordingly. 

^  10.  Such  commitment  shall  not' bo  granted,  if  the  defendant  shall  either 

1.  Pay  the  debt  or  demand  claimed,  with  the  costs  of  the  suit  and  of  the  procecdin:;^ 
against  him  ;  or, 

2.  Give  security,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  officer  before  whom  the  hearing  shall  be  had, 
that  the  debt  or  demand  of  the  plaintitf,  with  the  costs  of  the  suit  aiid  proceedings  afore- 
said, siiall  be  paid  within  sixty  days,  with  interest ;  or, 

3.  Make  and  deliver  to  such  officer  an  inventory  of  his  estate,  and  an  account  of  hi-; 
creditors,  and  execute  an  assignment  of  his  property  as  hereinafter  provided,  on  which 
f  lie  same  proceedings  shall  be  had  as  upon  a  petition  of  such  defendant  in  the  mannei 
hereinafter  directed,  except  that  no  notice  to  the  plaintiff  shall  be  requisite  ;  and  no  ad- 
journment shall  be  granted  for  more  than  three  days,  except  at  the  instance  of  the  defend- 
ant ;  and  a  discharge  shall  be  granted  in  the  like  case,  and  with  the  same  efiect  5  oif 

4.  Enter  into  a  bond  to  the  complainant,  in  a  penalty  not  less  than  twice  the  amount  of 
the  debt  or  demand  claimed,  with  such  sureties  as  shall  be  approved  by  such  officer,  con- 
ditioned that  such  defendant  will,  within  thirty  days,  apply  for  an  assigmnent  of  all  his 
property,  and  for  a  discharge,  as  provided  in  the  subsequent  sections  of  this  act,  and  dili- 
gently prosecute  the  same  until  he  obtains  such  discharge  ;  or, 

5.  If  such  defendant  shall  give  a  bond  to  such  plaintitf,  in  the  penalty  and  with  the  sure- 
ties above  prescribed,  conditioned  that  he  will  not  remove  any  properly  which  he  then  has. 
out  of  the  jurisdiction  of  the  court  in  which  such  suit  is  brought,  with  the  intent  to  defram! 
any  of  his  creditors  }  and  that  he  will  not  assigia  or  dispose  of  any  such  property,  with 
such  intent,  or  with  a  view  to  give  a  preference  to  any  creditor  for  any  debt,  antecedent  to 
such  assignment  or  disposition,  until  the  demand  of  the  plaintiff,  wUh  the  costs,  shall  be 
satisfied,  or  until  the  expiration  of  three  months  after  a  final  judgment  shall  be  rendered  in 
4he  suit  brought  for  the  recovery  of  such  demand. 

^  11.  Any  defendant  committed  as  above  provided,  shall  remain  in  custody  in  the  same 
manner  as  other  prisoners  on  criminal  process,  until  a  final  judgment  shall  have  been  ren- 
dered in  his  favor,  in  the  suit  prosecuted  by  the  creditor  at  whose  instance  such  defendant 
shall  have  been  committed,  or  until  he  shall  have  assigned  his  property  and  obtained  his  ■ 
(iischarge,  as  provitled  in  the  subsequent  sections  of  this  act  5  but  such  defendant  may  be 
discharged  by  the  officer  committing  him,  or  any  other  person  authorized  to  discharge  the 
duties  of  sucli  officer,  on  such  defendant  paying  the  debt  or  demand  claimed,  or  giving  se- 
curity for  the  payment  thereof,  as  provided  in  the  tenth  section  of  this  act,  or  on  his  exe- 
cuting either  of  the  bonds  mentioned  in  the  said  section. 

^  12.  Any  person  committed  as  above  provided,  or  who  shall  have  given  the  bond  speci- 
fied in  the  fourth  subdivision  of  the  tenth  section  of  this  act,  or  against  whom  any  suit  shall 
hare  been  commenced  in  a  court  of  record,  in  which  such  person,  by  the  provisions  of  this 
act,  cannot  be  arrested  or  imprisoned,  may  present  a  petition  to  a  justice  of  the  suprein,' 
<;ourt,  a  circuit  judge,  any  judge  of  a  county  court,  or  any  supreme  court  commissioner  in 
the  county  in  which  such  defendant  resides  or  is  imprisoned,  praying  that  his  property  may 
\j'i  assigned,  and  that  he  may  have  the  benefit  of  the  provisions  of  tliis  act. 

^  13.  On  presenting  such  petition,  such  defendant  shall  deliver  an  account  of  his  cred- 
itors, and  an  inventory  of  his  estate,  similar  in  all  respects  to  the  account  and  inventory 
,j-equired  ol"  a  debtor,  by  the  s'xlh  article  of  title  first  and  chapter  fi\  e  of  the  second  part  of 
liie  revised  statutes  ;  and  shall  annex  to  the  said  petition,  account  and  inventory,  an  affida- 
vit, which  shall  be  taken  and  subscribed  by  him,  before  the  officer  to  whom  such  petition  is 
presented,  similar  in  all  respects  to  the  oaih  required  by  the  fifth  section  of  the  sixth  articla 
vi  the  aforesaid  title  and  chapter. 

j,  14.  Fourteen  days'  previous  notice  of  the  time  and  place  at  which,  and  of  the  officer 
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care,  during  the  year  ending  January  8,  1831,  was  four  hundred  and 
eighty-eight.  Of  these  two  hundred  and  five  were  for  less  than  five 
dollars  each ;  four  hundred  and  forty-six,  i.  e.  all  except  forty-two,  for 
less  than  twenty-five  dollars  each,  and  not  one  for  a  sum  exceeding  fifty 
dollars.  Thirty-nine  persons  were  committed  to  the  Jail  in  Auburn,  in 
the  year  above  mentioned,   for  sums  not  exceeding  one  dollar  each. 

to  whom,  such  pclition  will  be  presented,  together  with  a  copy  of  such  petition,  and  the  ac- 
count and  inventory  thereto  annexed,  shall  be  served  personally  on  the  plaintiffs  by  whom 
such  defendant  shall  be  prosecuted,  their  personal  representatives,  or  their  attorney  ;  and 
proof  of  such  service  shall  be  made  at  the  time  of  presenting  such  petition. 

§  15.  Any  creditor  of  such  petitioner  may  oppose  such  application,  and  may  examine 
the  petitioner,  his  wife  or  any  other  witness,  in  the  manner  prescribed  in  the  third"  article  of 
the  aforesaid  first  title  and  fifth  chapter,  and  shall  be  entitled  to  the  like  process  to  compel 
their  attendance  and  testimony  ;  and  such  witnesses  shall,  in  all  respects,  be  subject  to  the 
provisions  of  the  seventh  article  of  the  said  title,  for  their  neglect  to  obey  subpoenas,  or 
to  testify. 

^  16.  Upon  sufficient  cause  shown  by  the  petitioner,  or  by  any  creditor,  the  officer  to 
whom  such  petition  is  addressed,  may  adjourn  the  hearing  thereof,  not  exceeding  thirty 
dav's  ;  and  if,  at  euiy  hearing  of  such  petition,  the  opposing  creditor  shall  fail  to  satisfy  such 
officer  that  the  proceedings  on  the  part  of  the  petitioner  are  not  just  and  fair,  or  that  he 
has  concealed,  removed  or  disposed  of,  any  of  his  property,  with  intent  to  defraud  his 
creditor,  such  officer  shall  order  an  assigimient  of  all  the  property  of  such  petitioner,  in 
the  same  manner  as  provided  in  the  fifth  article  of  the  first  title  of  the  fifth  chapter  of  the 
second  part  of  the  revised  statutes,  except  such  as  is  therein  exempt  ;  which  assignment 
shall  be  executed  whh  tJie  like  effect  as  declared  in  the  said  article,  suid  shedl  be  recorded 
in  the  same  meuiner. 

^  17.  Such  officer  shall  appouit  one  or  more  assignees,  to  whom  such  petitioner  shall  as- 
sign all  his  estate  ;  and  upon  producing  to  such  officer,  evidence  that  such  assignment  has 
been  recorded,  and  a  certificate  of  the  assignees,  that  all  the  property  of  such  petitioner, 
specified  in  his  inventory,  has  been  delivered  to  them,  or  that  he  has  given  satisfactory  se- 
curity for  the  future  delivery  of  the  same,  such  officer  shall  grant  to  the  petitioner  a"  dis- 
charge, which  shall  exonerate  him  from  being  proceeded  against  by  any  creditor  entitled  to 
a  dividend  of  the  estate  of  such  petitioner,  as  hereinaiter  provideci,  under  the  third,  fourth, 
fifth,  sixth,  seventh,  eighth  and  ninth  sections  of  this  act,  for  any  fraud  committed  or  in- 
tended before  such  discharge. 

§  18.  The  assignees  to  \viiom  such  assignment  shall  be  made,  shall  be  vested  with  all  the 
rights  and  powers  over  the  property  so  assigned,  which  are  specified  in  the  eighth  article 
of  the  first  title  of  chapter  five  of  the  second  part  of  the  revised  statutes,  and  shall  be  sub- 
ject to  the  same  duties,  obligations  and  control,  in  all  respects,  and  shall  make  dividends  5 
and  vacancies  in  their  number  shall  be  supplied  as  therein  directed. 

^  19.  The  general  provisions  applicable  to  proceedings  under  the  several  articles  of  the 
said  first  title,  and  which  are  contained  in  the  seventh  article  of  the  said  title,  shall  be 
deemed  to  apply  to  the  proceedings  herein  directed,  so  far  as  the  same  ai"e  not  inconsistent 
with  the  provisions  of  this  act  5  and  the  officers  and  assignees  performing  any  duties  under 
this  act,  shall  be  entitled  for  their  services,  to  the  same  fees  and  compensation  as  are  pro- 
vided by  law  for  similar  services,  under  the  fifth  article  of  the  aforesaid  title  of  chapter  hve, 
and  as  are  provided  by  law  for  services  in  criminal  cases. 

§  20.  Every  person  imprisoned  on  civil  process,  at  the  time  of  this  act  taking  efiect  as  a 
law,  in  any  ccise  where,  by  the  preceding  provisions  of  this  act,  such  person  could  not  be 
arrested  or  imprisoned,  shall  be  entitled  to  be  discharged  at  the  expiration  of  three  months 
after  this  act  shall  take  efTect  as  a  law,  unless  the  creditor  at  whose  suit  such  person  shall 
be  imprisoned,  shall,  within  the  time  aforesaid,  make  application  and  complaint  to  some 
judge  of  the  court  ui  which  such  suit  was  brought,  or  to  some  officer  authorized  to  perform 
the  duties  of  such  judge,  as  specified  in  the  third  and  fourth  sections  of  this  act ;  and  upon 
such  application  being  made,  if  a  warrant  is  not  issued  as  herein  provided,  such  im])risoned 
person  shall  be  entitled  to  be  discharo;ed  from  imprisonment  5  emd  if  such  wai  rant  be 
granted,  the  same  proceedings  shall  be  nad  thereon,  as  herein  before  provided  ;  and  the 
removal  of  the  defendant  from  any  jail  in  which  he  may  be  imprisoned  by  emy  warrant  in 
such  proceedings,  shall  not  be  deemed  an  escape. 

§  21.  Every  person  imprisoned,  as  in  the  last  preceding  section  specified,  may  give  a  no- 
tice to  the  creditors  at  whose  suit  he  is  imprisoned,  and  present  a  petition  and  inventory,  as 
specified  in  the  twelfth  and  thirteenth  sections  of  this  act  ;  and  the  same  proceedings  shall 
be  had  thereon,  as  herein  before  proWded,  and  a  discharge  granted  on  such  petition  as 
therein  directed,  shall  entitle  such  petitioner  to  be  discharged  from  his  imprisonment. 

^  22.  Whenever  any  complaint  shall  be  made  under  the  third,  fourth  and  firth  sections  of 
this  act,  and  the  i;anie  shall  be  dismissed,  the  party  making  the  same  shall  be  liable  for  all 
fees  to  officers,  and  for  all  costs  and  expenses  which  the  defendant  shall  have  incurred. 

E2 
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Twenty-five  were  committed  to  the  same  Prison,  whose  debts  together 
amounted  to  fourteen  dollars  and  ninety-nine  cents.  Of  the  last  men- 
tioned twenty-five  persons,  two  were  committed  to  Prison  for  six  cents 
each.  In  one  of  the  cases  of  imprisonment  in  the  Jail  in  Auburn,  in 
which  the  debt  was  six  cents,  the  costs  were  five  dollars  and  twenty-five 
cents ;  the  expense  of  the  county,  eight  dollars  and  thirty-eight  cents  ; 

<^  23.  Whenever,  in  this  act,  the  removal,  concealment  or  disposal  of  any  property  is  de- 
clared to  be  the  ground  of  any  complaint  or  proceeding-,  and  where  any  bond  is  required 
in  reference  to  such  concealment,  removal  or  disposal,  the  same  shall  not  be  deemed  to  ap- 
{•.ly  to  any  property  which  shall  be  expressly  exempted  by  statute  from  levy  and  sale  un- 
der execution. 

^  24.  Whenever  a  bond,  given  under  the  tenth  section  of  this  act,  shall  become  forfeit- 
€d"by  the  non-performance  of  the  condition  thereof,  the  plaintifl'  shall  be  entitled  to  recov-~ 
er  thereon  the  amount  due  to  him,  on  tlse  judgment  obtained  in  the  orig-inal  suit  instituted 
sgainst  the  defendant  givmg  such  bond.  "^ 

^  25.  The  foregoing  provisions  of  tuR  act  shall  not  extend  to  suits  or  proceedings  before 
justices'  courts,  for  the  recovery  of  any  debt  or  demand  of  fifty  dollars  or  less. 

^  26.  Any  person  who  shall  remove  any  of  his  property  out  of  any  county,  with  intent 
to  prevent  the  same  from  being  levied  upon  by  any  execution,  or  who  shall  secrete,  assign, 
convey,  or  othenvise  dispose  of  any  of  his  properly,  with  intent  to  defraud  any  creditor,  or 
to  prevent  such  property  being  made  Kable  for  the  payment  of  his  debts,  and  any  persoA 
who  shall  receive  such  propei-t3'  with  such  intent,  shall,  on  conviction,  be  deemed  guilty  of  a 
misdemeanor  ;  and  where  the  property  so  removed,  secreted,  concealed,  assigned,  convey- 
ed, received,  or  otherwise  disposed  ol,  shall  be  worth  fifty  dollars  or  less,  such  oficnce  may 
be  tried  by  a  court  of  special  sessions  of  the  peace  in  the  manner  directed  in  the  third  titie 
of  chapter  second  of  the  fourth  part  of  the  revised  statutes,  and  in  such  case,  the  punish- 
ment for  such  offence  shall  be  limited  as  prescribed  in  the  said  title. 

§  27.  Whenever  any  person  shall  have  been  convicted  of  a  misdemeanor  under  the 
last  preceding  section  of  this  act,  the  same  proceedings  may  be  had  for  the  appointment 
of  trustees  to  take  charge  of  the  estate  of  such  person,  as  are  autliorized  by  the  second 
article  of  the  first  title  of  chapter  five  of  the  second  part  of  the  revised  statutes  ;  and  the 
trustees  so  appointed  shall  possess  all  the  powers,  rights,  ajid  authority,  be  entitled  to  the 
same  compensation,  and  be  suljject  to  the  same  duties,  obligations  and  control,  in  all  re- 
spects, as  trustees  appointed  under  the  said  second  article  :  and  in  addition  thereto,  if  stich 
trustees  suspect  that  the  person  so  convicted  has  concealed  about  his  person  or  othei-wisc, 
money  or  evidences  of  debt,  upon  makuig  oath  of  the  same  before  any  jud"C  of  a  county 
court,  and  on  such  judge  being  satisfied  that  such  suspicions  are  well  founded,  he  may  issue 
a  warrant  authorizing  and  commanding  any  sheriff  or  constable  to  search  the  person  of  such 
Wefendcuit,  and  any  place  occupied  by  him,  or  any  trunk  or  other  article  owTied  or  possessed 
by  him,  for  such  mo^icj  or  evidences,  and  to  deliver  what  shall  be  so  discovered  to  such 
trustees. 

^  28.  When  it  shall  appear  to  any  officer  authorized  to  entertain  any  proceedings  under 
this  act,  that  any  inisdemeanor  or  perjury  ha.s  been  committed  by  any  party  or  witness,  ii 
shall  be  his  duty  to  take  the  measures  prescribed  by  law  to  cause  the  ofiender  to  ajipcar  at 
the  proper  court  having  jurisdiction  of  the  offence,  to  answer  for  the  same. 

^  29.  No  person  shall  be  excused  from  answering  any  bill  in  equity  seeking  a  discovery 
in  relation  to  any  fraud  prohibited  by  this  act,  or  from  answering  as  a  witness  in  relation  to 
any  such  fraud:  but  no  such  ansv.'er  shall  be  used  in  evidence  in  any  other  suit  or 
prosecution. 

^  30.  No  execution  issued  on  any  judginent  rendered  by  any  justice  of  the  peace,  upon 
any  demand  arising  upon  contract  express  or  implied,  or  upon  any  other  judgment  founded 
upon  contract,  whether  issi.jd  by  such  justice  or  by  the  clerk  of  the  county,  shall  contain 
a  clause  authorizing  an  an-est  or  imprisonment  of  the  person  against  whom  the  same  shall 
issue,  unless  it  shall  be  proved,  by  the  alfidavit  of  the  person  in  whose  favor  such  execution 
shall  issue,  or  that  of  some  other  person,  to  the  satisfaction  of  such  clerk  or  justice,  either 

1.  That  the  person  against  whom  the  same  shall  issue,  had  not  resided  in  this  state  for 
the  space  of  thirty  days  immediately  preceding  the  com.mencement  of  the  suit  upon  which 
such  judgment  was  rendered,  or  immediately  preceding  the  rendition  of  such  judgment,  if 
the  same  was  rendered  upon  confession  without  process  ;  or, 

2.  Thai  such  judgment  wa.s  for  the  recovery  of  money  collected  by  any  public  officer;  or, 

3.  For  official  misconduct  or  neglect  of  duty  ;  or, 

4.  For  damages  for  misconduct  or  neglect  m  any  professional  employment. 

i  31.  No  warrant  shall  issue  against  a  defendant  in  any  case  in  which  by  the  provisions 
of  the  last  preceding  section,  an  execution  on  the  judgment  recovered  could  not  be  issued 
against  his  body  ;  and  whenever  a  warrant  in  such  case  shall  issue,  the  like  affidavit  shall  be 
required  as  for  the  issuing  of  aw  execution  by  the  provisions  of  said  section. 

1}  32.  Whenever,  by  the  provisions  of  the  last  preceding  section,  no  warrant  can  issue, 


55  SIXTH  REPORT — 1831.  481 

the  loss  of  time  to  the  debtor,  sixty  days,  thirty-five  of  which  were  in  close 
confinement. 

In  the  city  of  New  York,  the  society  for  the  relief  of  debtors  confined 
for  small  debts,  procured  the  release  of  fifteen  persons,  whose  debts 
together  amounted  to  8132  only. 

In  the  county  of  Columbia,  the  keeper  of  the  Prison,  Mr.  Holly,  ex- 

and  Ihc  plaintitT  shall  be  a  non-resident  of  the  county,  and  shall  give  the  like  proof  of  the 
fact,  and  tender  to  the  justice  the  security  now  required  by  law  to  entitle  him  to  a  warrant, 
the  justice  shall  issue  a  summons,  which  may  be  made  returnable  not  less  than  two  nor 
more  than  four  days  from  the  date  thereof,  and  shall  be  served  at  least  two  days  before  the 
time  of  appearance  mentioned  therein  ;  and  if  the  same  shall  be  returned  personally  served, 
the  same  proceeding's  shall  be  had,  and  no  longer  adjouriiment  granted,  than  in  case  of  u 
AvaiTaiit  at  the  instance  of  a  non-resident  plaintin. 

^  33.  Whenever,  by  the  provisions  of  the  thirtieth  section  of  this  act,  no  warrant  can  is- 
sue, and  the  defendant  shall  reside  out  of  the  county,  he  shall  be  proceeded  against  by 
summons  or  attachment,  returnable  not  less  than  two  nor  more  than  four  days  from  the  date 
thereof,  which  shall  be  served  at  least  two  days  before  the  time  of  appearance  mentioned 
theroin  ;  and  if  such  defendant  be  proceeded  against  otherwise,  the  justice  shall  have  no 
jurisdiciion  of  the  cause. 

^  3^1.  In  addition  to  the  cases  in  which  suits  may  now  be  commenced  before  justices  of 
the  peace  by  attachment,  any  suit  for  the  recovery  of  any  debt  or  damages  arising  upoa 
iv.yy  contract,  express  or  implied,  or  u[)on  any  judgment,  lor  fifty  dollars  or  less,  may  be  so 
conmienced,  whenever  it  shall  satisfactorily  appear  to  such  justice  that  the  defendant  is 
about  to  remove  from  the  county  any  of  his  property,  with  intent  to  defraud  his  creditors, 
or  has  assigned,  disposed  of,  secreted,  or  is  about  to  assign,  dispose  of,  or  secrete,  any  of 
his  property,  with  the  like  intent,  whether  such  defendant  be  a  resident  of  this  state  or  not. 

^  3.5.  iiefore  any  attachment  shall  issue  in  such  case,  or  in  the  cases  provided  for  in  article 
second,  title  fourth'  chapter  second,  part  third,  of  the  revised  statutes,  the  plaintiff  shall  by  his 
own  affidavit,  or  tliat  of  some  other  person  or  persons,  prove  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  justice, 
the  facts  and  circumstances  to  entitle  him  to  the  same,  and  that  he  has  such  a  claim  as  is 
specified  in  tiie  last  preceding  section  against  the  defendant,  over  and  above  all  discounts 
which  the  detendant  may  have  against  liim,  specifying,  as  near  as  may  be,  the  amount  of 
such  claim  or  the  balance  thereof;  and  such  plaintiff,  or  some  one  in  his  behalf,  shall  also 
execute  in  the  cases  provided  for  by  this  act,  a  bond  in  the  penalty  of  at  least  one  hundred 
dollars,  with  such  sureties,  and  upon  such  condition  as  is  required  in  section  twenty-ninth 
of  said  article  ;  and  so  much  of  said  article  as  requires  any  other  or  different  proof  for  tin; 
issuing  of  an  attachment,  than  that  required  by  this  section,  is  hereby  repealed. 

§  3o.  Every  attachment  issued  by  virtue  of  this  act,  or  of  the  provisions  contained  in  the 
said  second  article,  shall  be  served  in  the  manner  now  provided  m  sai-l  article,  except  that, 
if  the  defendant  can  be  found  in  the  county,  the  copy  of  such  attachment  and  inventory 
shall  be  served  upon  him  personally  instead  of  leaving  the  same  at  the  place  now  prescribed 
in  said  article  ;  and  the  return  of  said  officer,  in  addition  to  what  is  now  required,  shall 
state  specifically  whether  such  copy  was  or  was  not  personally  served  upon  the  defendant. 

^  37.  If  such  attachment  was  issued  in  one  of  the  cases  provided  for  by  this  act,  and  shall 
be"  returned  personally  served  upon  the  defendant,  the  justice  shall,  on  the  retuni  day, 
proceed  to  hear  euid  determine  the  cause  in  the  same  manner  as  upon  a  summons  returned 
j)ersonalIy  served. 

1^  38.  If  such  attachment  was  issued  in  one  of  the  cases  provnded  for  by  this  act,  and  at 
the  return  day  it  shall  appear  by  the  return,  that  property  was  attached,  and  that  a  copy  of 
such  inventory  and  attachment  was  not  personally  served,  and  the  defendant  shall  not 
appear,  the  plaintiff  may  take  out  a  summons  against  the  defendant ;  and  if  such  summons 
shall  be  returned  that  the  defendant  cannot  be  found  after  diligent  inquiry,  or  that  the  same 
has  been  personally  served  upon  the  defendant,  then,  in  either  case,  the  justice  shall  pro- 
ceed to  he vr  and  detenniue  the  cause  in  the  same  meuancr  as  upon  a  suaimous  rcturacd 
personally  served. 

§  39.  A  judgment  obtained  before  any  justice,  in  any  suit  commenced  by  attachment, 
v.heu  the  defendant  shall  not  be  personally  served  with  the  attachment  or  summons,  and 
shall  not  appear,  shall  be  only  presumptive  evidence  of  indebtedness,  in  any  suit  tiiat  may 
be  brought  thereon,  and  may  be  repelled  by  the  defendant;  and  no  execution  issued  upon 
!  ach  jucigment,  shall  be  levied  upon  any  other  property  than  such  as  was  seized  under  the 
attachment  issued  thereon  ;  nor  shall  any  defendant,  in  such  case,  be  barred  of  any  sot-off 
v.hich  he  may  have  against  the  plaintiff. 

^  40.  A  defendant,  against  whose  body,  by  the  provisions  of  this  act,  an  execution  cannot 
be  issued  from  a  justice's  court,  shall  not  be  required,  in  order  to  obtain  an  adjournment  of 
a  cause,  to  give  i  bond  ■with  the  condition  now  required  by  law,  but  insleact  thereof,  the 
condition  of  such  bond  shall  be,  that  no  part  of  his  property  liable  to  be  taken  on  execution 
shall  be  removed,  secreted,  assigned,  or  in  any  way  disposed  of,  excejit  the  necessary  sup- 
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amincd  the  records  with  the  secretary,  by  which  it  appeared  that  there 
had  been  committed  to  the  Jail  in  Hudson,  during  one  year  ending 
September  29,  1830,  one  hundred  and  sixty-five  persons  ;  of  whom  one 
hundred  and  twenty-six  were  for  debts  of  less  than  twenty  dollars  each. 
The  jailer  not  only  stated  the  sums  for  which  they  were  committed,  but 
the  proportion  of  rum  debts.  Of  thirty-nine  committed  for  more  than 
twenty  and  less  than  one  hundred  dollars,  four  were  rum  debts;  of  forty- 
two  committed  for  more  than  ten  and  less  than  twenty  dollars  each, 
ten  were  rum  debts  ;  of  forty-eight  committed  for  more  than  five  and 
less  than  ten  dollars,  twenty  were  rum  debts  ;  of  twenty-one  committed 
lor  more  than  one  and  less  than  five  dollars,  six  were  rum  debts ;  of 
fifteen  committed  for  less  tlian  one  dollar  each,  eight  were  rum  debts. 
Oat  of  the  whole  number  of  cases,  i.  e.  one  hundred  and  sixty-five, 

FORTY-NINE   WERE  RU.M  DEBTS. 

In  the  county  of  Monroe,  and  in  the  town  of  Rochester,  seventy-seven 

port  of  himself  and  famil}^,  until  the  plaintlPrs  demand  shall  be  satisfied,  or  until  the  expira- 
lioii  of  ten  days  after  such  plaintiff  shall  be  entitled  to  have  an  execution  issued  on  the  judo^- 
nv.'iit  obtained  in  such  cause,  if  he  shall  obtain  such  judgmeia;  and  if  the  condition  of  such 
loud  be  broken,  and  an  execution  on  such  judTinent  be  returned  unsatisfied  in  whole  or  in 
}  art,  th?  plamtifi'  in  an  action  on  such  bond  shall  be  entitled  to  recover  the  amount  due 
cii  such  judgment. 

9>41.  Sections  one  hundred  and  thirty-seven,  one  hundred  and  thirly-eig-ht,  and  one 
hundred  ihiriy-ninc,  of  title  fourth,  chapter  second,  and  part  third  of  the  revised  statutes 
are  hereby  repea'e<l. 

<)  4-2.  V\  hen  judgment  shall  he  rendered  against  the  defendant,  no  more  than  two  sum- 
rnonses.  and  the  service  of  the  tvvo  summonses,  shall  be  included  in  the  cost  of  such 
judgment. 

^  43.  All  the  provisions  of  said  title  fourth,  not  hereby  expressly  repealed,  and  not  in- 
consistent with  the  provisions  of  tli's  act,  are  hereby  declared  to  be  in  full  force,  and  to  ?pply 
IfUhe  provisions  of  this  act,  so  far  as  the  same  relate  to  proceedings  in  courts  before  justices 
of  the  peace. 

Q  4-1.  All  persons  imprisoned  at  the  time  this  act  shall  take  effect  as  a  law,  by  virtue  of 
any  execution  issued  upon  a  judgment  recovered  l>efore  any  justice,  upon  any  contract, 
express  or  imj)lied,  shall  be  discharged  from  such  imprisonment,  as  in  the  next  section  pro- 
vided, unless  the  plaintiff,  in  such  execution  shall,  on  or  before  that  day,  file  with  the  jailer 
an  affidavit,  stating  such  facts  as  would  authorize  an  execution  against  the  body  of  the  de- 
fendant, according  to  the  twenty-ninth  section  of  this  act. 

^  45.  To  entitle  such  imprisoned  debtor  to  such  discharge,  he  shall  present  to  the  jailer 
or  sheriff  in  whose  custody  he  shall  be,  an  affidavit  setting  forth  that  the  execution,  by  virtue 
(f  which  he  is  imprisoned,  issued  upon  a  judgment  olitamcd  on  a  contract,  express  or  im- 
]  lied  5  or  obtained  on  a  judgment  founded  en  such  contract ;  and  thereupon  he  shall  be  dis- 
charged, and  the  sheriff  shall  not  be  liable  to  any  action  for  such  discharge. 

§  4G.  Any  person  imprisor.ed  on  any  process  issued  out  of  any  court,  who  shall  be  enti- 
tled to  b.e  discharged  from  such  imprisonment  under  the  provisions  of  this  act,  may  bring  a 
writ  of  habeas  corpus  or  certiorari  for  that  purpose,  in  the  manner  provided  in  "the  nuith 
chapter  of  the  third  part  of  the  revised  statutes. 

^  47.  The  provisions  of  this  act,  from  the  tv.enty-ninth  section  inclusive,  shall  apply  to 
executions,  warrants,  and  other  process  issued  by  the  marine  court  in  the  city  of  New  York, 
I  y  the  assistant  justices  for  wards  in  the  said  <'ity,  and  by  the  justices  of  the  justices'  court 
ci'the  city  of  Albany  and  of  the  city  of  Hudson,  and  to  all  proceedings  in  the  said  courts 
and  by  the  said  justices,  in  the  like  cases  and  in  the  same  manner  as  herein  provided  in  re- 
spect to  justices  of  the  peace. 

§  48.  This  act  shall  take  effect  as  a  law  on  the  first  day  of  March,  one  thousand  eigb.t 
liuijdred  and  thirty-two  ;  but  the  secretary  of  state  shall  immediately  cause  a  sufficient 
i, umber  of  copies  of  this  act  to  be  printed  by  the  state  printer  to  supply  every  justice  of  the 
j;eace  in  the  state,  and  everj'  town  clerk  and  sheriff  with  a  copy,  which  shall  be  transmitted 
1  y  him  to  the  clerks  of  the  different  counties,  and  by  them  distributed  to  the  officers  entitled 
thereto  ;  the  expense  of  which  printing  and  transmission  to  the  county  clerks,  shall  be  paid 
out  of  the  treasury  in  the  manner  provided  by  law. 

State  of  New  York.  )     This  bill  having  been  approved  and  signed  by  the  governor 

Secretarj^'s  Office.         \  of  this  state  on  the  twenty-sixth  day  of  April,  one  thousand 

eight  hundred  and  thirty-one,  I  do  hereby  certify  that  the  same  became  a  law  on  that  day. 

A.  C.  FLAGG,  Secretary. 
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persons  were  couimittcd  to  Prison  in  l.'"^30,  \vhosc  wliolc  amount  of  debts 
was  one  hundred  and  twenty-six  dollars  and  thirty-six  cents. 

Besides  these,  there  were  one  hundred  and  forty-eight  more,  whose 
debts,  though  tiiey  exceeded  two  dollars  each,  none  of  tlrcm  exceeded 
f.ve  dollars. 

And  there  v.ere  twenty-three  persons  committed  to  the  same  Prison, 
v/hose  debts  together  amounted  to  fourteen  dollars  and  seventy-three 
ccjits : — three  for  twenty-five  cents  each;  one  for  twelve  cents;  one 
for  ten  cents;  and  one  for  six  cent5.  In  tlie  last  case,  i.  e.  the  case  in 
v/iiich  the  debt  was  six  cents,  the  costs  on  execution  were  five  dollars, 
and  the  constable's  fees  one  dollar  and  forty-six  cents.* 

^^!atc  Prison  at  i^inir  Sing. — The  conunittce  appointed  by  the  legis- 
lature to  investigate  the  causes  of  the  difficulty  between  Mr.  Hopkins 
and  Capt.  Lynds,  the  one  a  commissioner  and  the  other  the  keeper  of 
this  Prison,  reported  in  favor  of  Capt.  Lynds.     Another  officer,  viz.  Mr. 


^  C-tsss  of  InipHsonmcnt  for  Debt  in  Rochester,  Monroe  Countrj,  New  York,  in  1C30 
625  i!eI)for3  were  committed  to  Jai!  oii  justices'  e^cccutions  during  the  year  11330. 

Til"  amount  of  debts  for  wiiich  they  were  committo 

r.>?}siiie-^"Cu?'oa    .     •    ; 

Coi!stuble3Me6.'f'"-co,^iaJttin5      ...... 

Whole  amount  of  dtbt?,  post.,  anJ  "onstablos'  f.-es     . 


6,399  2!l 
755  5<> 
638  5:} 


or  the  r.hovc  riuml.er,  43  paid  tlici:  dc  bts  and  costs  Whjje  ,n  custody,  and  uere  d.^chergea  ;  10] 
M^charg.M  !.v  the  pkintifft  in  the  suit  ;  SC.l  took  the  poor  de'.ior's  oath  and  were  discharged  , 
.hlv  to  ihe  f^rktute  ;  and  163  remained  on  the  JalJ  jiherties  January  1,  /'•Ji-  iJO  ot  the  above 
ii'.x\\sx^.  uuable  to  procure  bail,  and  consct|uentlv  \v(5>'?ronfi:ifd  within  Frisoa  wdlJs. 


7,793  -^S 

101  were 

agrec- 


nua^ 


7V>-  fol-.ytn'ng  List  exhibits  tJie  Xainher  of  Debtors  canfined    in    ihe    same  Place  CTid 
Tim^,for  Debts  less  than  One  Dollar,  and  the  Costs  made  on  the  same. 


D.bf. 

Cost. 

DtW. 

0  50 
75 
90 
25 
75 

$3  15 

Co«t. 

Debt. 

Cos*. 

Pel.t. 

Co.t. 

Debt. 

Cost. 

0  53 

50 
50 
75 

3  00 
1  89 
1  39 
1  54 

1  13 

1  12 

2  27 

1  24 

1  76 

81 

0  75 
82 

37 
81 
25 

$3  20 

9  45 
1  93 

1  03 

2  53 

1  39 

0  31 
06, 
02 

84 
56 

2  17 
646 
1  79 

1  13 

2  11 

CS*5 
46 
31 
12 

.  4  82 

1  79 

2  17 
2  21 

^43 

$6  i*5 

$7  20 

ftS  63  1 

t  §2  39 

§13  66 

$1  14 

§10  99 

Cases  of  Lirprisonment  for  Debt,  in  the  same  Place  and  Time,  en  Sums  from  One  to  Twa 
Dollars,  inclusive. 


Debt. 

C.t.   j 

Debt. 

Cost. 

Dtbt. 

Cost. 

1   Debt. 

Cort. 

Debt. 

Cof-. 

200 

1  15 

1  00 

2  23 

;  1 30 

88 

!    1  26 

1  48 

1  50 

1  4-; 

1  80 

1  16 

2  00 

1  21 

1  00 

1  70 

1  00 

2  48 

1  08 

1  39 

1  75 

1  82 

1  &4 

2  19 

1  59 

1  61 

1  62 

91 

1  00 

1  72 

2  00 

1  85 

2  00 

1  55 

1   1  29 

1  47 

1  80 

91 

1  46 

1  31 

i  16 

1  12 

1  13 

1  81 

2  00 

1  10 

J  50 

1  41 

1  38 

2  09 

1  50 

1  20 

1  25 

2  68 

i   1  83 

1  64 

1   1  51 

1  33 

1  07 

1  35 

1  34 

2  12 

1  12 

82 

1  56 

1  51 

;   1  25 

84 

1  50 

2  13 

2  00 

88  j 

1  44 

2  26 

!   1  50 

1  40 

1   138 

1  16 

1  37 

1  a5 

1  50 

1  30  1 

1  00 

1  61 

1   1  08 

1  35 

2  00 

1  79 

2  00 

2  59 

1  43 

1  22 

1  58 

99 

1   1  00 

1  30 

2  00 

2  24 

2  00 

1  49 

1  31 

3  03 

2  00 

1  73 

1   2  00 

2  33 

1  14 

1 71  ; 

1  25 

1  3.3 

1  78 

2  44 

1  79 

1  58 

1   1  78 

1  50 

2  00 

2  09  1 

1  75 

4  10 

2  00 

2  56 

1  72 

2  11 

1   1  2.) 

1  06 

1  00 

1  05  1 

1  .55 

1  75 

1  04 

1  28 

2  00 

4  24 

1   1  44 

2  01 

2  00 

1  31 

1  00 

157 

1-00 

1  39 

1  50 

1  27 

2  00 

1  58 

1  00 

1  23 

1  14 

1  27 

1  93 

i„r 

1  00 

1  69 

2  00 

1  49 

2  00 

1  50 

1  28 

1  21 

<;25  51 

$26  49 

524  37 

$29  97 

!  §25  ^ 

$23  86 

ftQl  46 

S23  46 

$22  33 

§28  20 
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Marshall,  now  employed  as  deputy  keeper,  whose  character  was  in- 
volved, is  also,  in  the  opinion  of  the  committee,  exculpated  from  blame 
The  commissioners  for  building  the  Prison,  Messrs.  Hopkins,  Tib- 
bets,  and  Allen,  are  now  disconnected  with  the  Prison,  and  three  gen- 
tlemen, Messrs.  Van  Courtland,  MacDonald,  and  Fisher,  have  been 
appointed  inspectors. 

The  former  keeper,  Capt.  Lynds,  has  left  the  Prison,  and  Mr.  Wiltsie, 
the  deputy  keeper,  has  been  appointed  keeper  in  his  place,  and  Mr.  Mar- 
shall has  been  appointed  deputy  keeper.  Dr.  Hoffman  and  Mr.  Dick- 
inson are  continued  as  physician  and  chaplain.  Under  the  new  organ- 
ization, the  discipline  of  the  institution  is  highly  commended  by  the 
inspectors.  The  health  is  shown  by  the  report  of  the  physician  to  be 
very  favorable ;  the  hospital  cases  having  been  only  two,  out  of  one  hun- 
dred, and  of  these  a  great  proportion  consisted  of  those  who  were  sick 
when  brought  to  the  Prison.  The  deaths  during  the  year,  out  of  about 
eight  hundred,  the  whole  number  of  convicts,  have  been  sixteen,  or 
about  two  per  cent. ;  of  whom  only  seven  died  of  diseases  contracted  in 
the  Prison.  The  duties  of  the  chaplain  have  been  performed  in  a  man- 
ner highly  satisfactory  to  the  officers  charged  with  the  inspection,  and 
they  accordingly  recommend  that  the  chaplain's  support  be  provided 
wholly  by  the  state,  and  not,  as  in  former  years,  partly  by  this  Society. 
We  shall  close  the  notice  of  the  Prison  at  Sing  Sing  with  Mr.  Dick- 
inson's report  as  chaplain,  which  is  as  follows  : 

"  To  the  Inspectors  of  the  Mount  Pleasant  State  Prison  : 
"  Gentlemen, 

"  Agreeably  to  your  request,  I  submit  the  following  communication  : 

•'  As  your  report  will  probably  be  the  only  medium  through  which  the  mora) 
condition  of  this  Prison  will  reach  the  public,  it  would  not  perhaps  on  this  account 
be  considered  out  of  place  to  enter  into  a  more  detailed  statement  of  facts.  But 
ivhile  there  is  evidence  that  the  means  of  moral  and  relidous  improvement  have 
not  been  used  without  effect,  I  shall  not  venture  to  dwell  on  such  as  chiefly  lie 
between  the  creature  and  his  Creator,  conscious  that  results  must  remain  in  a  great 
measure  bound  up  in  secrecy  until  the  revelation  of  the  last  day. 

"  My  communication,  therefore,  will  consist  in  the  main  of  means  and  duties. 

"  Besides  the  regular  chapel  service,  it  has  been  my  practice  on  the  Sabbath,  to 
lecture  in  the  hospital,  and  also  to  administer  private  instruction. 

"  Evening  worship  is  maintained  in  the  hospital,  and  in  both  halls  of  the  Prison 
separately.  This  exercise  is  attended  with  encouraging  marks  of  usefulness.  In 
the  gloom  and  stillness  of  evening,  when  darkness  begins  to  gather  in  every  cell, 
when  there  is  nothing  to  interrupt  reflection,  but  every  circumstance  auspicious, 
this  is  the  time,  if  ever,  that  a  man  will  be  wrapped  up  in  deep,  serious  contem- 
plation. 

'*  Hitherto  the  instructions  usually  given  in  Sunday  school  have  been  confined 
to  the  chaplain,  owing  chiefly  to  the  difficulty  of  procuring  judicious  and  respon- 
sible teachers  ;  but  we  have  it  in  prospect  very  soon,  and  I  might  say  it  has  already 
begun,  to  receive  the  aid  of  others,  and  to  enjoy  all  the  advantages  ot  a  Sunday 
school.  During  the  past  year,  sixty  or  seventy  were  found  incapable  of  reading. 
On  manifesting  an  anxiety  to  learn,  they  have  received  my  almost  daily  attention. 
Spelling-books  were  procured  by  the  agent ;  and  their  improvement  in  general  has 
been  what  might  be  expected  of  those  who  were  anxious  to  learn.  Some  have  laid 
aside  the  spelling-book ;  and  in  a  short  time,  it  is  hoped  all  will  be  able  to  read  the 
Scriptures. 

"  There  have  several  cases  occurred  of  a  deep  and  pungent  sense  of  crime  as 
committed  a2;ainst  God— apparent  humiliation,  and  other  exercises  which  can  only 
be  accounted  for  satisfactorily  by  ascribing  them  to  a  divine  influence.  These  are 
characterized  by  ready  subtnission,  an  acknowledgment  of  the  justice  of  their 
punishment,  a  cheerful  enjoyment  of  religious  privileges ;  and,  what  is  worthy  of 
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remark,  they  have  scarcely  ever  given  the  slightest  intimation  ot  a  desire  of  deliver- 
ance or  pardon  from  Prison. 

"  Many,  during  the  last  year,  have  committed  a  very  considerable  portion  of 
Scripture  to  memory. 

"  There  are  several  interesting  facts  connected  with  this  subject,  that  cannot  be 
embraced  in  the  narrow  limits  of  this  communication.  The  duties  to  be  discharged 
in  this  great  moral  waste,  are  equally  arduous  and  responsible.  Among  a  class  of 
men  so  diversified  in  point  of  intellect,  as  well  as  of  guilt  and  moral  sense,  there  is 
room  for  the  most  cautious  and  faithful  application  of  divine  truth.  And  it  is  due 
to  the  agent,  as  well  as  officers  of  the  Prison  generally,  to  add,  that  every  desirable 
facility  has  been  given  in  the  discharge  of  my  official  duties." 

House  of  Refuge  in  the  City  of  New  York. — This  (the  first  of  the 
kind  in  this  country)  most  noble  and  extensive  institution,  three  miles 
north  of  the  City  Hall,  is  pursuing  its  delightful  way,  as  in  former  years. 
We  condense  from  the  sixth  and  last  report  the  following  important  in- 
formation. The  managers  say,  in  the  body  of  their  report,  "  that  they 
are  constrained  to  repeat  their  belief,  that  it  is  the  consumption  of  ardent 
spirits,  and  the  influence  of  the  theatres,  which  contribute  more  than  all 
other  causes  to  the  numbers  sent  to  the  Refuge."  They  say,  also,  that; 
''  of  one  hundred  and  forty-four  inmates  committed  during  the  past  year, 
sixty  only  were  children  of  American  parents ;  while  eighty-four  were 
children  of  foreigners.  Of  these,  forty-one  were  of  Irish,  and  twenty-three 
of  English  extraction."  "  Since  the  opening  of  the  institution,  six  years 
ago,  eight  hundred  juvenile  delinquents  have  been  received,  and  six 
hundred  and  fifty  of  these  have  been  disposed  of  in  different  ways." 
The  managers  add,  ''  that  they  can  already  point  to  hundreds  of  cases 
in  which  idle  and  dissolute,  and  even  criminal,  children  of  both  sexes, 
have  been  reclaimed,  snatched  as  it  were  from  the  steep  leading  to  in- 
evitable destruction,  and  moulded  into  well-behaved,  sober,  moral,  indus- 
trious and  modest  young  artisans,  farmers,  seamen,  seamstresses,  &c. ; 
some  of  them  already  grown  up,  married,  and  respectably  settled  in  life." 
Again,  "  some  of  the  finest  young  seamen  in  the  navy  have  been  taken 
from  the  Refuge.  Others  have  been  entered  in  the  whaling  busiiiess, 
to  the  entire  satisfaction  of  their  employers,  and  with  profit  to  themselves. 
There  has  been  general  good  conduct  among  these,  and  some  of  them 
are  at  the  present  time  engaged  as  officers  in  that  hardy  and  lucrative 
service.  Others  are  seamen  engaged  in  different  branches  of  commer- 
cial enterprise  ;  and  one  of  the  reformed  inmates  of  this  institution,  has 
recently  sailed  from  one  of  our  ports,  the  second  mate  of  an  Indiaman. 
Many  are  now  engaged,  under  very  favorable  circumstances,  as  appren- 
tices in  the  art  of  husbandry.  The  term  of  service  of  some  has  expired, 
and  they  have  grown  up  respectable  young  men.  One  of  these  has  mar- 
ried and  settled  down  a  good  citizen.  Some  of  the  number  have  be- 
come respectable  mechanics.  One  of  these  (a  very  hard,  but  ultimately 
a  very  interesting  case)  became  decidedly  devout  while  in  the  Refuge. 
His  whole  temper  and  disposition  were  changed  to  mildness  and  docility. 
He  was  bound  out  to  a  trade — has  acquired  it — and,  having  married  a 
respectable  girl,  is  now  established  and  engaged  in  the  successful  prose- 
cution of  a  lucrative  business.  Several  cases  have  occurred  where 
young  girls,  guilty  of  different  offences  have  been  thoroughly  reclaimed 
from  the  paths  of  iniquity.  Of  these,  some  have  been  bound  to  service 
at  distant  places  in  the  country,  where  their  deportment  was  in  all  re- 
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spects  so  excellent,  that  they  liave  married  respectably,  and  are  now 
discharging  the  duties  of  affectionate  wives  and  mothers.  And  the  re- 
ports from  great  numbers  of  others  of  both  sexes,  whose  periods  of  service 
liave  not  expired,  are  of  the  most  gratifying  and  even  animating  descrip- 
tion. With  these  facts  before  us,  is  there  not  much  cause  for  rejoicing 
that  Providence  has  in  such  numerous  instances  smiled  upon  the  labors 
of  this  institution  V 

We  shall  close  our  notice  of  this  institution  with  a  letter  from  the 
superintendent  to  the  managers,  with  his  account  of  the  character  of 
the  only  subject  who  died  during  the  last  year,  out  of  nearly  two  hun- 
♦Ired  youth  and  children,  and  with  copious  notes  from  the  appendix  to 
the  report  of  the  managers,  exhibiting  Vastly  important  statistical  infor- 
mation concerning  the  establishment.* 

*  T'nprn  were  in  the  house  wlicn  the  last  report  wis  made — boys,  13?  ;  girl3,  38.    Total,  160. 

Of  those  previoinly  disposed  of,  there  have  been  returned — l)oys,  20  ;  girli^,  5.     Total,  25. 

li«!C"ivcd  during  the  past  year — boys,  113  ;  girl.s,  31.     Total,  144.    Grand  total,  335. 

Of  whom  there  have  been  indentured — bovs,  105-,  girls,  23.     Total,  12?. 

Returned  to  friends — boys,  8  ;  girls,  3.     'rotal,  11. 

lieturned  to  the  alms-house — bovs,  5}  girls,  2.     Total,  7. 

Ofag'?— girl3,6. 

I'o  the  General  Sessions — boys,  1.  ,  ,       * 

Deceased  (sick  wilii  consumption  when  rei^eived) — boy,  1 

Now  in  the  house — boys,  141;  girls,  40.     Total,  181, 

Committed  by  the  following  authorities,  viz: — Boys — Commissioners  of  the  alms-house,  31 — Police 
ciWew  York  County,  .5i — Special  Sessions  of  do.,  1— General  Sessions  uf  do.,  10 — Erie  County  Ses- 
sions, 3 — Albany  Couiiiy  SL*.>.;ions,  3 — King's  County  Sessions,  7 — Herkimer  County  Sessions,  1 — Au- 
burn State  Prison,  2 — sing  Sing  State  Prison,  1.     Total,  113. 

Girls — Comniissionors  of  ahns-house,  17 — Police  of  New  York,  11 — Court  of  Special  Sessions,  1 — 
Albany  County,  2.     Total,  31. 

Of  the  above  number,  are  children  of  American  parentage,  60 — Irish,  41 — English,  23 — German,  7 — 
Scotch,  3 — Italian,  1 — French,  1 — Unknown,  8.  Total,  144.  The  parents  of  sixty-three  of  the  above 
children  are  Intemperate. 

Indentured  during  the  past  year: — Boys — to  farmers,  30 — sea  service  of  various  kinds,  31 — black- 
smiths, G^cloth  manr.facturers,  10— hair  dresser,  1 — cabinet  maker,  1 — pianoforte  maker,  1 — bellows 
maker,  1 — paper  maker,  1 — shoe  makers,  4 — sugar  manufacturers,  1"J — vvhi;) manufacturer,  1 — tailors, 2 
— saddler,  1 — comb  manufacturer,  1 — mason,  1 — hatter,  1.     Total,  103. 

Girls — domestic  service,  taili/resjes,  Stc.,23. 

WORK   DONE   BY  THE    BOYS. 

Cane  Chair  Bottom  Maitufiictonj. — Cane  chair  bottoms,  351  dozen  plain  maple  seats — ^294  dozen  plain 
solid  fronts — 143  dozen  curled  and  bird'e;  eye  fronts — IS  dozen -curled  sowing  c.'iair  fronts — 24  dozen 
curled  solid  front,  raised  back  and  box  seat — 17  dozen  large  seats  and  backs  caned  for  arm  chairs. 
Total,  847  dozen.     3'J  settee  seats. 

Briis'i  Matiufadory. — IlXK)  dozen  shoe  brushes — ^200  dozen  scrubbing  brushes — GOO  dozen  hair 
brushes — 500  dozen  cloth  brushes — lOO  dozen  horse  brushes — ."iO  dozen  liat  bruslies — 50  dozen  flesb 
iirushes — 10  dozen  n;iil  brushes — 10  dozen  table  brushes — 20'J0  lbs.  bristles,  assorted  and  coinbe<l — 
1400  lbs.  bristles  picked — 1400  lbs.  bristles  wasiied  and  bleachMl — 1000  dozen  shoe  brushes  liiiishetl — 
200  dozen  scrubbing  brushes  linished — 600  dozen  hair  brushes  tiiiished — 500  dozen  cloth  brushes 
finished — 100  dozen  horso  brushes  finished — 50  dozen  hat  brushes  finished — 50  dozen  flesh  brusiies 
linished — 10  dozen  table  brushes  finished. 

Shoe  Shop. — The  boys  make  and  mend  all  the  shoes  use^l  by  the  subjects  in  both  houses.  Now  shoes 
made  for  the  use  of  the  house  the  past  year,  400  pair.     Mended,  a  large  quantity. 

CarpenLT^-  Shop. — Soap  and  candle  boxes,  20,175. 

OUier  H'urk  thine  by  the  Boys. — Tilling  the  ground  ;  working  in  the  gardens.  All  the  cooking  for  the 
male  house  has  be^n  done  by  them  :  they  whitewash  and  cleanse  their  own  apartn\ents,  and  mend  all 
their  woollen  clothe*?;  pick  wool;  cut  roots  and  satsaparilla ;  clean  and  sort  gums  and  drugs  fur 
apotheciries.  Sec.  &cc. 

■WORK    DOST.    BY    THE    GIRLS. 

Shirts  made,  300 — pantaloons, 702 — roundabout  Jackets,  537 — chemises,  lOG— frocks,  151 — apron«,S2 
— waistcoats,  4.5— petticoats,  44 — night-caps,  UC — Vandykes,  104 — pillow-cases,  104 — sheets,  200 — 
T'liOws.S — pillow-ticks,  1(5 — bolsters,  1 — stockings  run,  419  pair — stockings  footed,  10  pair — spreads 
Hrtde  and  quilted,  18— brown  rollers,  125 — diuiior  towels,  12 — brown  towels,  12 — pantaloons  mended, 
;;,!7b — ihirts  meuded,  2,623— bed-licks  mended,  114 — blankets  mended,  1^60 — sheets  made  i'or  hos- 
pital, 24 — pieces  washed,  46,800. 

SCHOOL    REP'IRT. 

From  the  1st  of  January  to  December  31,  1S30,  one  hundred  and  forty-four  children  have  entered 
sciiool.  71  of  the  above  number  could  not  read.  20  of  the  71  did  not  know  a  letter  ;  ihey  were  from 
8  to  16  years  of  age  :  average,  11  years  6  months.  51  were  in  the  second,  third  and  fourth  classes  ; 
they  were  from  10  to  16  years  of  age:  avenige,  12  years  6  months.  45  entered  the  first  readinir 
classes,  viz.  sixth  and  seventh  ;  28  in  the  more  advanced,  or  eighth  and  r.i:ith.  tJ3  of  the  ill  are  all 
that  knew  any  thing  of  arithmetic.    22  of  the  33  were  in  AJJition. 
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Letter  from  the  Superintendent. 

*'  You  ajsk,  gentleuien,  the  causes  of  tlie  commitment  of  oui-  iinuate?.  I  uouM 
first  refer  you  to  the  number  of  iutemperatL'  parents  ascertained — doubtinj;  not,  but, 
if  the  truth  was  known,  there  are  many  more  of  this  class  than  the  parents  of  the 
sixty -three  I  have  mentioned.  The  consequence  is,  the  children  are  neglected, 
and  suffered  to  run  about  the  streets,  to  form  acquaintance  and  connexion  with 
older  and  idly-trained  boys  and  girls.  They  next  begin  to  pilfer — sleep  out  la^hLs, 
around  the  market  places,  Sec.  ;  and,  as  their  depravity  naturally  leads  them  l.'-ojn 
one  step  of  vice  to  another,  they  begin  to  find  the  j)0wer  of  money,  uoi  only  to 
gratify  their  appetites,  but  by  degrees  are  led  to  dilferent  places  of  amudemenf, 
•vvhich  in  their  nature  are  very  seducing,  indulgence  does  but  create  stronger 
ilispositions  to  obtain  the  means  for  attending  circuses,  theatres,  &.C.,  and  we 
rarely  receive  a  chilii  of  any  years,  who  is  not  quite  familiar  with  eithe.--  the  one  or 
the  other  or  both.  We  have  one  of  the  stronjest  instances  of  the  infatuation  pro- 
duced by  theatrical  amusements,  now  in  the  Home,  that  we  recollect  to  have  wit- 
nessed. He  is  a  youth  of  highly  respectable  parentage,  and  his  father  had  the 
means  and  disposition  to  give  biui  a  liberal  education.  Mucli  pains  and  expense 
were  incurred  to  qualify  him  for  college,  and  he  actually  entered  one  of  those 
seminaries,  where  he  spent  part  of  two  sessions,.  But  while  quite  young,  he  was 
taken  to  the  theatre,  by  a  person  unknown  to  his  parents,  and  continued  to  attend 
(here  for  a  length  of  time,  before  it  was  discovered  by  them.  When  it  became 
known  to  them,  they  set  their  faces  stroDgly  against  it ; — but  such  wa^i  Lis  T)ropeu- 


During  the  past  year,  the  promotions  have  been  as  follow:* : — 20  have  been  proinofed  frojH  tJie  Ist  to 
M  class  ;  19  from  2(1  to  3d  class.;  28  from  3d  to  4th  cla«s  ;  31  from  4tli  to  5tli  clasa:  36  from  5th  ti> 
Cth  class  ;  47  from  6th  to  7th  class  ;  31  fiotii  7th  to  yth  class  ;  and  21  from  8th  to  9th  class. 

Of  those  who  entered  the  arithmetic  classes,  there  have  been  an  equal  number  of  pronvjtions. 

In  the  ninth  class  tJicre  are  twenty-one  children,*  who  read  history  and  study  geography. 

Forty-two  write  on  paper ;  one  hundred  and  ton  write  on  slated. 

^Vith  this  exhibit  of  the  improvement  of  the  cliilfl:c;i,  the  teacher  rt-marks,  that  the  reeular 
&nd  stated  employment  of  the  children,  eight  hours  per  day,  does  not  ap[war  in  any  Vfi>e  to  iiulitnte 
against  as  successful  a  prosecution  of  their  studies,  durin^'  the  time  allolttkl  them,  as  ia  observed  la  our 
public  schools. 

The  Sabliath  school  is  also  under  the  sole  care  of  the  teacher  ;  and  it  is  gratifying  to  say,  the  atte«- 
tion  fjiven  to  the  reading  and  searching  the  Holy  Scriptures,  affords  reason  to  hope,  that  many  of  our 
children  will  hereafter  (as  many  already  have  done)  dale  their  aciiuaintanr£  with  that  "  salvation" 
which  is  no  where  taught,  save  iu  the  "lively  oracles,"  to  JSabbath  school  instruction  received  iu  the 
Houne  of  Refuge. 

It  appears  due  in  this  place  to  advert,  with  thankfutnesa,  to  the  very  liberal  donations  which  have 
tieen  made  from  time  to  time,  by  the  Young  Men's  Bible  Society  of  New  York,  auxiliary  to  the  Ameri- 
can Bil>le  Society  :  nor  shonkl  the  monthly  visits  of  the  friends  of  Sabbath  schools,  who  arc  careful  to 
present  us  with  their  monthly  reward*,  for  the  encouragement  of  such  children  a^  uro  dilijeut  iu 
searching  the  Scriptures,  be  forgotten. 


THE  AGES   OF    THE    CHILDREX    TJECEITED    INTO    THE    REKUGE    SINCE    IT    WAS    OPENtU,  Ja: 

TO  JAN.  1,  1631, 


1,132J. 


Boys. 

Years  of  age,  -  -  - 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

VJ 

2^ 

from  182.5  to  1820, 

1 

1 

O 

4 

.'S 

H 

6 

13 

14 

7 

r, 

1 

1 

18.26  to  1827, 

1 

4 

7 

4 

6 

9 

20 

25 

10 

11 

5 

9 

3 

lb27  to  1S28, 

4 

8 

13 

14 

13 

16 

11 

12 

8 

4 

1 

1823  to  I8-29, 

3 

5 

n 

12 

18 

13 

32 

12 

11 

.<> 

1829  to  163 »,  ' 

1    3 

10 

17  1     6 

2,5 

23 

10 

5 

1 

2 

1 

ld30  to  1831,  lir,-.-average  age 

,  12  years  2  months. 

Girls, 

from  18-\5  to  18-^0, 

1 

1 

1    2 

4 

3 

4 

]82t5  to  li«7, 

3 

2 

4 

3 

4 

5 

fi 

7 

18-27  to  li?28, 

1 

1 

4 

;> 

7 

6 

^ 

9 

3 

]8?3  to  ]8-;9, 

3 

3 

1 

3 

7   !  in 

3 

,"> 

,5 

3 

1829lol8:«),   1 

2        4 

o 

4 

4    1     5 

5 

10 

4 

1 

1830  to  1831,  31— average  ajc 

10  years. 

Thft  niimlwr  of  children  received  into  the  Refuge  since  it  was  opened.  January  1, 1'82.>,  to  January  1, 
183i,  that  haTC  l)een  in  {)lacos  of  confniemcnt,  viz.: — 1»  Bridewell — ^7  have  been  onc<> ;  2ij  twice ; 
i4  three  times;  3  four  times;  5  ti^e  times;  and  1  ten  times.  In  Pevit.entinrii^-13  have  been  »ix 
months  ;  3  twelve  months  ;  4  eighteen  months  ;  ]  thirty  months  ;  2thicty-8ixinonihs,  In  State  Prison— ,4. 

Charactrr  of  the  Parents  of  CliihJren  received:  iih>  the  iJf7'(t;je.-^Pnreiits  in  IMdewell,  :C> ;  Puuiten- 
I'.ary,  16;  State  Prison,  2  ;  inteinjierate,  464;  bouses  of  ill  fame,  9  ;  pareuli  allowing  cliildrca  to 
Kteal,  10  ;  parents  receiving  tiie  avails  of  stolen  goods,  8. 

Since  the  o(>ening  of  the  House  of  Rofu£ri«,  there  have  been  committed  and  recftiveJ  iuto  "'.eight 
LuBUrwl  and  thirtj-four  children.     Boys,  G28— Girls,  206.     Total  834. 

*  Tfai«exhl!)it(  the  state  of  the  schools,  male  and  fewaie. 
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sity  thitherward,  that,  in  the  first  instance,  if  means  could  not  be  obtained,  he 
would  sell  his  school  books — then  his  mother's  silver  spoons,  and  books  from  his 
father's  library ;  and,  when  these  were  not  obtainable,  would  change  away  his  best 
clothes  for  inferior  ones,  to  obtain  the  difference,  for  the  purpose  of  gratifying  him- 
self in  these  amusements.  It  had  such  an  influence  upon  him,  as  to  become  a  per- 
fect infatuation.  He  would  not  attend  to  his  literary  pursuits,  and  would  stop  at 
nothing  to  obtain  money,  that  he  might  indulge  his  passion.  To  prevent  greater 
disgrace,  his  friends  interfered,  and  had  him  sent  here.  We  have  not  discovered 
that  this  youth  is  beset  by  any  other  propensity.  And  had  it  not  been  for  this, 
there  is  no  probability  that  his  parents'  hearts  would  have  been  wounded  in  so  ten- 
der a  point,  and  one  of  our  colleges  would  doubtless  now  have  had  one  more  respect- 
able and  promising  young  man  enrolled  upon  its  catalogue.  And  while  we  look 
over  our  large  family,  we  see  many  under  our  care,  who,  had  they  been  blessed 
with  sober  and  industrious  parents,  would  doubtless  have  made  such  children  as  we 
all  should  have  been  proud  of,  had  they  been  sons  of  our  own.  We  consider  the 
inculcation  and  practice  of  industrious  habits,  a  powerful  means  of  restoring  to  a 
good  state  of  feeling,  this  young  class — connected  with  those  moral  and  reUgious 
precepts  taught  in  the  Bible.  Notwithstanding  I  do  not  see  visibly,  always,  the 
fruits  of  religious  instruction ;  still,  knowing  from  the  influence  of  a  kind  father's 
precepts  and  example  upon  my  own  mind,  I  pursue  my  labors  cheerfully,  be- 
Ueving  the  impressions  will  be  lasting  and  powerful  in  more  mature  age. 

"  Of  the  larger  and  more  hopeless  class,  we  have  sent  them  long  voyages  to  sea, 
where  they  will  arrive  to  manhood  in  this  honest*and  industrious  calUng — hoping 
that  on  their  return,  those  bubbles  and  toys,  that  in  their  youth  glistened  in  their 
eyes  Uke  the  diamond,  will  have  lost  their  charms.  Some,  it  is  true,  have  disgraced 
themselves,  and  brought  sorrow  to  the  hearts  of  the  managers  of  this  institution, 
who  devote  much  of  their  time,  by  day  and  by  night,  for  the  interest  of  these  unfor- 
tunate juvenile  delinquents,  without  fee  or  reward,  other  than  the  satisfaction  they 
must  experience,  at  having  done  all  in  their  power  to  reclaim  and  to  save  them, 
by  placing  them  in  a  way  to  obtain  a  respectable  and  honest  livelihood.  Yet,  on 
the  other  hand,  they  are  cheered  to  see,  now  and  then,  a  hearty  and  hardy  tar  return 
from  his  voyage,  and  pass  even  his  own  relatives  to  come  up  with  his  certifi- 
cate of  good  conduct  from  his  captain  or  merchant,  first  to  greet  his  kind  benefac- 
tors at  the  Refuge.  I  now  recollect  two  boys,  who  once  afforded  but  little  hope, 
w^ho  are  now  mates  of  ships  out  of  this  port,  one  of  whom  is  intrusted  with  large 
amounts  of  valuable  property,  and  is  considered  to  be  a  young  man  of  strictest 
integrity. 

"  As  to  the  children  occasionally  returned  upon  our  hands,  while  we  are  com- 
pelled to  say  some  are  unworthy  of  the  stations  they  were  placed  in — yet  with  all 
the  vigilance  and  industry  of  our  indenturing  committee,  who  spare  no  pains  to 
obtain'information  not  only  of  the  respectability,  but  fitness  of  the  families  of  pei-sons 
applying  to  them  for  apprentices  from  the  Refuge,  yet  somefimes  children  are  un- 
happily located — or  more  is  expected  from  them  than  it  is  reasonable  to  require  from 
children  of  their  age.  A  striking  instance  at  this  moment  occurs  to  my  mind.  ^  A 
gentleman  of  respectability  obtained  a  little  girl. — His  family  became  so  dissatisfied 
with  her,  that  the  gentleman  put  her  out  to  board  for  a  short  time  until  he  could 
make  application  to  the  indenturing  committee,  and  have  an  opportunity  of  return- 
ing her  to  the  Refuge,  which  he  did  with  an  appearance  of  strong  dislike,  &c.  All 
were  fully  satisfied  that  his  complaints  were  without  just  grounds,  and  after  retain- 
ing her  a  few  months,  another  favora])le  opportunity  offered  to  send  her  to  the 
West.  After  she  had  been  out  several  months  the  second  time,  the  gentleman's 
brother  came  a  few  days  since,  nearly  three  mile?,  to  tell  us  how  highly  his  brother 
and  family  were  pleased  with  the  little  girl,  and  that  she  was  the  admiration  of  the 
neighborhood. 

*'"From  one  neighborhood  in  Massachusetts,  v.'e  have  lately  had  an  account  from 
five  boys  who  are  all  doing  well,  and  were  very  much  beloved.  From  one  place 
in  Connecticut,  six  of  our  boys  are  all  doing  well ;  and,  gentlemen,  I  could  fill  a  little 
volume  wath  interesting  facts,  like  the  foregoing,  as  we  always  keep  an  account  of 
parentage,  former  life,  conduct  in  the  House,  reports  from  their  masters  after  being 
indentured,  and  even  after  they  are  free,  married,  and  settled  in  business,  with 
great  care  and  precision,  and  have  now  more  than  eight  hundred  of  these  histories  of 
cases  that  have  fallen  to  our  care." 

This  letter  from  the  superintendent  is  closed  with  a  brief  notice  of 
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the  life  and  death  of  the  only  youth  who  died  in  the  Refuge  during  the 
year. 

"  His  name  was  John  Gillen— between  11  and  12  years  of  age.  He  had  natu- 
rally a  good  disposition — but  his  former  habits  were  such  as  might  be  expected 
from  a  child  living  in  one  of  the  most  abandoned  parts  of  the  city — without  father 
or  mother,  or  any  other  care-taker  than  an  aunt,  who  wished  him  away  from 
her,  unless  he  could  bring  her  some  money.  He  was  sent  here  by  the  commis- 
sioners, on  the  8lh  of  Augu:jt,  1S30.  About  five  months  previous  to  his  death,  he  was 
taken  with  the  scarlet  fever,  which  terminated  in  the  consumption.  During  his 
illness,  he  was  frequently  admonished  of  his  approaching  dissolution,  and  of  the 
necessity  of  a  preparation  to  meet  the  change ;  and  occasionally  prayers  were  offered 
up  with  him,  and  he  was  pressed  to  look  to  his  Redeemer  for  mercy,  which,  for 
some  time,  he  was  daily  in  the  practice  of.  He  appeared  to  die  in  a  very  happy 
frame  of  mind.  A  few  minutes  before  his  death,  he  was  asked  if  he  thought  he 
should  go  to  heaven.  He  answered,  '  I  wish  I  was  there  now,'  and  requested  the 
children  standing  round  his  bed  to  sing  the  following  lines  : 

'  O  how  happy  arc  they, 
Who  their  Savior  obey, 

And  have  laid  up  tlieir  treasure  above  ! 
Tongue  caii  never  express 
The  sweet  comforts  and  peace 

Of  a  soul  in  its  earliest  love/  &c. 

"He  made  an  effort  to  join  in  singing;  but  his  strength  would  not  allow.  After 
they  sang  three  verses,  he  strove  to  say  something ;  but  was  too  far  gone,  and  im- 
mediately breathed  his  last,  without  a  struggle  or  a  groan." 

Establishment  for  the  Criminal  and  Pauper  Population  of  the  City 
of  Na€  York,  on  BlackwcUs  Island. — This  establishment  is  near  the 
south  end  of  the  island  on  the  East  River,  about  three  miles  from  the 
City  Hall,  and  is  in  full  view  of  the  steam  boats  passing  into  the  sound. 
The  island  contains  about  one  hundred  acres  of  fertile  land,  and  an  in- 
exhaustible quarry  of  free-stone,  thus  securing  a  profitable  employment 
either  in  agriculture  or  quarrying  stone,  to  its  future  inhabitants,  the 
tenants  of  the  old  crowded  Alms-house,  and  most  destructive  Peniten- 
tiary. The  buildings  on  the  island,  as  far  as  they  are  erected,  are  on 
the  principle  of  furnishing  to  each  tenant  a  solitary  dormitory.  A  cen- 
tre building  for  the  accommodation  of  the  keeper,  and  the  north  wing, 
containing  between  two  and  three  hundred  dormitories,  corresponding 
with  the  south  wing,  which  was  erected  when  our  last  Report  was  writ- 
ten, have  been  building  during  the  last  year.  These  wings,  containing 
the  dormitories,  are  so  arranged  as  to  afford  the  keeper,  from  the  centre 
building  a  perfect  supervision  of  both.  If  the  remaining  buildings  for  the 
accommodation  of  2,000  paupers  and  criminals,  should  be  as  well  con- 
structed for  the  purpose  of  securing  solitary  confinement  at  night,  and 
constant  and  convenient  supervision.  New  York  would  be  furnished 
with  one  of  the  most  convenient,  economical,  and  salutary  establish- 
ments for  its  poor  and  vicious  inhabitants,  so  far  as  location  with  refer- 
ence to  health,  beauty,  convenience  and  profitable  employment,  and  the 
construction  of  the  buildings  with  reference  to  separation,  supervision, 
and  wholesome  and  salutary  discipline  and  instruction,  are  concerned, 
to  be  found  in  the  United  States.  We  have  not  been  without  some 
apprehension,  that  the  important  principles  on  which  the  buildings 
are  constructed  thus  far,  would  be  departed  from,  before  all  the  build- 
ings are  finished.  But  rather  than  have  it  so,  we  would  almost  be  will- 
ing that  this  Society  should  remove  the  whole  weight  of  its  influence, 
if  it  would  be  sufficient  to  prevent  it,  to  the  city  of  New  York ;  such  is 
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our  conviction  of  the  importance  and  utility  of  solitary  dormitories  for 
the  criminal  and  pauper  part  of  our  population  ;  and  of  having  an  Alms- 
house and  Penitentiary  in  the  city  of  New  York — the  great  centre  of 
influence  in  our  land — properly  constructed. 

Asylum  for  Poor  and  Imprisoned  Lunatics. — By  a  late  report  to  tlio 
legislature,  it  appears  that  there  were  in  lS'2o,  in  the  state  of  New  York, 
819  lunatics;  1421  idiots;  total,  2240;  or  one  to  every  seven  hundred 
and  tvvent)'-one  souls.  Of  the  lunatics,  only  263  were  able  to  pav 
ibr  their  own  support.  *"  The  otiier  live  hundred  and  fifty-six,"  say  the 
committee  of  the  legislature,  "  were  insane  paupers,  either  confined 
in  private  families,  poor-houses,  or  jails ;  or  roaming  at  large,  a  terror 
to  others,  and  supported  as  paupers  or  by  charity."  For  this  mass  of 
insanity  and  wretchedness,  tlie  state  of  New  York  has  one  incorporate',! 
Asylum  at  Bloomingdale,  for  the  accommodation  of  two  hundred,  prin- 
cipally used  for  those  who  can  support  themselves,  and  a  private  Asylum 
at  Hudson  for  fifty  more  of  the  same  class:  leaving  about  the  same 
number  without  any  public  provision  f^r  their  support,  as  they  are  of 
the  destitute  and  friendless  class.  This  state  of  things  is  one,  in  tlie 
opinion  of  the  committee,  which  calls  loudly  for  legislative  and  imme- 
diate provision.  The  committee  accordingly  appeal  to  the  example 
of  Massachusetts,  which,  say  they,  "  with  a  population  two  thirds  less 
than  that  of  New  York,  and  with  poor  and  imprisoned  lunatics  less  in 
the  same  proportion,  and  an  incorporated  Asylum  nearly  as  large  as 
that  at  Bloomingdale,  is  exhibiting  the  laudable  example  of  providing 
in  an  effectual  manner,  for  the  safe  keeping  and  cure  of  her  pauper 
lunatics,  in  an  establishment  recently  commenced  for  this  purpose,  on 
an  extensive  plan,  at  Worcester."  The  committee  pass  in  rapid  review 
the  principal  lunatic  asylums  in  America  and  in  Europe,  naming  among 
other  vastly  important  and  interesting  facts,  that  the  Connecticut  Retreat 
at  Hartford,  is  the  most  successful  in  the  United  States,  in  the  propor- 
tion of  its  cures,  a.nd  one  of  the  most  successful  in  the  world.  The 
committee  refer  the  public  to  Statistical  Notices  of  the  Lunatic  Asylums, 
bv  T.  R.  Beck,  M.  D.,  published  in  the  transactions  of  the  Albany  In- 
stitute, vol.  1.  No.  3.  We  have  obtained,  and  nov/  present,  in  a  con- 
densed form,  this  valuable  aij^d  important  information  in  the  notes  be- 
low ;*  for  it  is  a  cause  which  this  Society  has  kept  in  view  M'ith  the 
most  intense  interest,  in  consequence  of  the  number  and  condition  of 

*  From  A^taiistical  Xotices  of  Lunutic  AsijJums,  by  T.  Rovieijn  Beck. 

T.unrd'C  Asylmn  in  ronncxUm  with  the  J\T5?c  York  Hospital. — Admitted  from  3a7iu(iry  31,  ITQri,  ?o 
.Tujyii!,  }821,"15S1.— Discharged,  recovered,  700;  relieved,  :241  ;  discharged  from  various  causes,  ns 
by  ronnost,  or  eloped,  427-,  incurable,  II  ;  died,  ]r>^  ;  transferred  to  the  Bloomiiigdnle  Asylum,  July  2j, 
JJ^l,  5.!  •,  total,  lri84. —  Caused.  The.-»o  are  not  given  in  the  printed  reports.,  with  the  single  exception, 
tliat  for  Kome  voars  the  cases  originating  in  intemperance  are  mentioned.  Thus  in  1814,  there  were 
17  from  that  cause;  in  1815,  9  ;  in  1816,  4  ;  in  1817,  5  ;  in  1818,27',  in  1819,  26  ;  in  1820,27-,  in 
I'-li,  :i2—y.i  males  and  19  females  ;  total  for  eight  years,  147,  out  of  about  670  cases,  or  upwards  of 
one  fourth  of  the  whole  number. 

BIoomlrKTdah.  JJsylnrrt.—Thfi  numbers  ta  the  end  of  the  vear  1828,  will  stand  thus  :— Admitted, 
from  the  27'th  Julv,  1821,  to  the  3l8t  Dec.  1828, 1043.— Discharged,  recovered,  436  ;  much  improved,  81 ; 
impr<}ve.i,  116  ;  relieved,?;  by  request,  198 ;  improper  objects,  3 ;  eloped,  22  ;  unimproved,  3-.' ; 
died,. 09;  remaining,  Dec. 31, 1828,89;  total,  1043.— From  intemperance  in  1822,33  cases;  in  1823,22. 

Lnnntic  Depnrtmnit  of  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital.— The  following  table  is  the  result  of  a  very 
c!Vr«'/ul  f-xamination  of  the  ref-ords  of  the  hospital  since  its  commencement  to  the  26th  of  April,  1823, 
hy  Mr.  VV.  G.  Malin,  clerk  of  the  institution  : — 

Whole  nnmljer  of  cases  admitted  during  the  above  period,  -        -        -        -  ^     3487 

Of  these,  there  are  designated  as  insanity  strictly,        -        -        -  324.') 

And  delirium  tremens,  or  ijisanity  caused  by  intemperance,      -        -       242 
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the  lunatics  we  have  seen  in  Prison.  Some  of  the  descriptions  of  the 
scenes  which  we  have  witnessed,  contained  in  the  former  Reports  of  this 
Society,  have  contributed  something,  we  doubt  not,  to  the  public  interest 
in  favor  of  the  Asylum  at  Worcester,  and  through  that,  and  in  other 
forms,  to  the  movement  in  the  state  of  New  York.  The  committee, 
Messrs.  Paige,  Savage,  and  Gansevoort,  who  have  introduced  this  sub- 

Case^  of  Insanity  fi-om  Fch-uary  11,  1755,  to  Jlpril  26,  1828. 


Total. 

Cured. 

Reli.red. 

Remo»9d  by 
Frienfls. 

Eloped. 

Died. 

Remained. 

Males,           2418 
Females,       10G9 

3487 

910 
344 

1254 

452 
250 

702 

444 
224 

G68 

188 
42 

230 

364 
162 

526 

60 
47 

107 

Friends'  Asylum  for  the  Insane,  near  Philadelphia. — Admitted  from  the  opening  of  the  Asylum  in 
May,  1817,  to  the  month  of  March,  18-2.%  1.58. — Discharged,  recovered,  53  ;  much  i.nproved,  23  ;  im- 
Jiroved,  17  ;  witliout  apparent  change,  9  ;  died,  21  ;  remaining  in  tlie  house,  35  ;  total,  158. 

Connecticut  Asylum. — Whole  number  admitted  from  April  1,  1824,  to  April  1,1899,  196;  from 
intemperance,  22. — Recent  cases  discharged,  96;  remaining,  1 ;  total  97.  Chronic  case.s  disekarged,  83  , 
remaining,  16;  total  99.  Whole  number,  19G. — Recovered,  recent  cases,  86;  chronic  tase*,  14  ; 
tot.tl,  100. — As  to  duration  of  disease,  of  97  recent  cases,  86  recovered  ;  of  99  chronic  cases,  14  re- 
covered. 


Brief  Comparison  of  the  above  Results,  with  those  deduced  from  the  Experience  of  :h^ 
principal  Lunatic  Asylums  in  Europe. 


Proportion  of  Cured. 


J\rew  York  Lunatic  .Asylum,  (from  1795  to  1821,) 
Bloomingdale  .^syhnn,  {Hh  years,) 
Pennsylvania  Hospital,  (from  1752  to  1828,) 
Friends''  Asylum  near  Philadelphia,  (8  years,) 
Connecticut  Asylum,  (5  years,) 

Mean. 


Admitted. 

Cured. 

1,584 

700 

1,043 

4.% 

3,487 

1,254 

1.58 

53 

196 

100 

Centesimal  Proportion,  (v 
No.  cured  in  erery  180. 
44.19 
41.80 
35.96 
33.54 
51.01 
41.30 


According  to  Dr.  Casper,  who  has  examined  the  returns  from  the  principal  hospitals  and  asylums 
in  England  and  France,  the  mean  of  cures  is  as  follows  : 

In  France,  out  of  ino  insane,  44.81  are  cured. 

In  England,  out  of  100  insane,  37.40 

There  may  however  be  some  fallacy  in  these  general  deductions,  and  I  therefore  add  distinct  returna 
from  various  institutions. 

The  Cork  Lunatic  Asylum,  (1798  to  1818,) 
Salpetriere  and  Bicetr'e,  Paris,  (1801  to  1821,) 
Aversa  near  J^Taples,  (1814  to  1823,) 
Senevra  Hospital,  Milan,  (1802  to  1826,^ 
Ckarenton,  Paris,  (1826-7-8,) 
Bethlcm,  London,  (1817  to  1820,) 
St.  Luke's,  London,  (1800  to  1819,) 


Recent  cases. 
Old  cases. 
Recent  cases, 
Olil  cases, 
These  may  be  compared  with  the  result  at  the 

Retreat  near  York,  (1796  to  1819,)  Recent  cases. 
Old  cases, 
Recent  cases, 
Old  cases, 
Recent  cases. 
Old  cases, 

Mortality. 


Bloomingdale  Asylum, 
Connecticut  Asylum, 


Dr.  BurroiBs's  Private  Asylum, 
Glasgow  Lunatic  Asylum, 


J^'ew  York  Lunatic  Asylum, 
Bloomingdale  Asylum, 
Pennsylvania  Hospital, 
Friends'  Asylum, 
Connecticut  Asylum, 
According  to  Burrows,  the  mortality  at  the  Wakefield  Lnwiti*  AsyliuB,  (BngJ«»i,)  is  1  ia  4 

F2 


Admissions. 

Cured. 

Percent. 

1,431 

751 

52.49 

12,592 

4,968 

nearly  30.00 

29.70 

58.00 

33.00 

54.00 

46.00 

t  and  Old  Cases 

, 

Admitted. 

Cured. 

Per  cent. 

581 

341 

58.69 

422 

76 

18.00 

97 

86 

88.66 

99 

14 

14.14 

^2 

65 

70.65 

161 

47 

29.19 

242 

2S1 

91.32 

54 

19 

35.18 
50.00 
13.00 

Admissions. 

Deaths. 

Proportions. 

I, .584 

153 

in  10 

1,043 

59 

in  17 

3,487 

526 

in     6 

158 

21 

in    7 

196 

S 

in  24 
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ject  to  the  consideration  of  the  legislature,  sustained  it  by  an  elaborate 
report,  and  recommended  the  erection  of  a  spacious  hospital  in  the 
state  of  New  York,  to  accommodate  at  least  three  hundred  and  lifty 
poor  and  imprisoned  lunatics,  have  our  sincere  and  hearty  thanks.  We 
hope  to  be  able  to  render  them  some  assistance  in  the  accomplishment 
of  their  most  humane  and  noble  design,  by  the  facts  which  are  pre- 
sented in  detail,  and  extensively  circulated  in  this  Report.  We  con- 
sole ourselves  with  the  belief,  that  the  noble  design  already  conceived, 
will  be  speedily  executed.  We  deeply  feel  its  necessity,  from  what  we 
have  seen  of  the  sufferings  of  lunatics  in  Prison.  The  extreme  destitu- 
tion, the  cold,  dark,  damp,  and  filthy  cells  and  vaults  in  which  they  are 
found ;  the  association  of  crime  with  this  most  afflictive  malady  of  the 
mind;  the  proportion  who  become  incurable  in  consequence  of  this 
perfect  lunacy  of  condition  as  well  as  of  disease  ; — this  is  an  outline,  ad- 
mitting of  a  filling  up,  which  the  state  of  New  York  will  not  need  but 
in  part,  before  its  enterprise  and  noble  spirit  accomplish  the  object. 

NEW  JERSEY. 

Imprisonment  for  Debt. — On  this  subject  we  know  of  nothing  worse, 
in  the  whole  length  and  breadth  of  the  land,  than  in  New  Jersey.  The 
number  committed  to  Prison  for  debt,  according  to  the  population;  their 
filthy  and  neglected  condition  while  incarcerated ;  the  small  sums  for 
which  it  is  done  ;  the  expense  to  some  of  the  counties  of  this  most 
fruitless  mode  of  collecting  debts ;  the  leaving  of  debtors  in  Prison  with- 
out any  provision  by  law  for  their  support ; — these  things  cannot  so  re- 
main. The  laws  of  New  Jersey,  says  a  humane  sheriff  of  one  of  the 
counties,  provide  food,  bedding  and  fuel  for  criminals ;  but  for  debtors, 
nothing  is  provided  but  walls,  bars,  and  bolts.  A  member  of  the  legis- 
lature in  New  Jersey  described  the  condition  of  a  Jail  in  that  state, 
where  he  had  attempted  to  go  among  the  criminals  and  debtors,  in  one 

Lancaster  Lunatic  Asylum,  1  in  4  ;  Penevra,  (Milan,)  1  in  23;  Cork  Lunatic  Asylum,  (Ireland,) 
1  in  3 ;  Glasgow  Asylum,  (Scotland,)  1  in  10  ;  Friends'  Asylum  at  York,  (England,)  1  in  5. 

According  to  Esqiiirol,  the  mortality  in  Paris  is  1  in  13  •,   Aversa,  (Naples,)  1  in  4. 

Proportion  of  Insane  to  the  whole  Population  of  the  State. — According  to  the  census  of  1825,  the 
state  of  New  York  contained  a  population  of  1,616,458.  The  number  of  lunatics  was  819;  the  num- 
ber of  idiots,  1421  ;  total  2240,  or  1  in  721. 

In  Scotland,  the  proportion  is  1  in  400  ;  in  Paris,  1  in  350  ;  in  London,  1  in  600  ;  in  England  and 
Wales,  1  in  2000.— Bui-rows. 

P.  S.—Pennsiilvania  Hospital,  for  the  year  from  April  26, 1828,  to  April  25, 1829.  Of  two  hundred 
patients  in  the  hospital,  there  were  cured,  24 ;  relieved,  32  ;  discharged  by  request,  30 ;  discharged,  1 ; 
died,  7  ;  remaining,  106  ;  total,  200. 

JMcLeon  Asylum,  at  Charlestorcn,  Mass. — Total  received  at  the  Asylum,  from  October,  1818,  to 
December  31,  1823— males,  180  ;  females,  106  ;  total,  2-36.— Discharged,  improved,  73;  cured,  66. 

Boarders  remaining,  April  1, 1826,  57  ;  31  males,  26  females.  Received  March  31, 1827,  44  ;  23  males, 
21  females.  Total  in  the  Asylum,  101  -,  54  males, 47  females.— Removed,  March  31, 1827— eloped,  1  male  : 
dead,  6  ;  2  males,  4  fe.Toale's  :  by  request,  11 ;  5  males,  6  females  :  improved,  3  ;  1  male,  2  females  : 
much  improved,  2  females  :  recovered,  26;  16  males,  10  females:  total  removed,  49;  25  males, 
24  females. — Remaining,  April  1,  1827,  .^2;  29  males,  2:3  females. 

Boarders  remaining,  April  1,  1»27,  51;  28  males,  23  females.  Received,  March  31,  1828,  71; 
42  males,  29  females.  Total  in  the  Asylum,  122;  70  males,  52  females. — Unfit,  Imale:  died,  3 
females  :  not  improved,  7 ;  2  males,  5  females :  improved,  3  ;  1  male,  2  females  :  much  improved,  9; 
4  males,  5  females  :  recovered ,  27  ;  18  males,  9  females  :  total  removed,  50  ;  26  males,  24  females. — 
Remaining,  first  of  April,  1828,  72  ;  44  males,  28  females. 

Boarders  remaining,  January  I,  1828,57;  33  males,  24  females.  Received  to  December  31,  77; 
4'  males,  29  females.  Whole  "number  during  the  year,  134 ;  81  males,  53  females. — Boarders  removed, 
December  31,  1828  ;  unfit,  3  ;  1  male,  2  females  :  dead,  5  ;  2  males,  3  females  :  not  improved,  12; 
9  malea,  3  females:  improved,  12;  5  males,  7  females  :  much  improved,  10;  3  males,  7  females: 
recovered,  23  ;  18  males,  5  females ;  whole  number  removed,  December  31,  65  ;  38  males,  27  females. — 
Remaining,  January  1,  1829,  69 ;  43  males,  26  females. 
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common  mass  of  corruption,  but  the  air  was  in  such  a  state  that  he 
could  not  do  it.  Like  a  member  of  Congress  from  Pennsylvania,  who 
attempted  to  enter  an  apartment  of  the  old  Jail  in  Washington  city,  a 
few  years  ago,  he  was  obliged  to  retreat.  We  wish  the  retreat  to  the 
halls  of  legislation,  in  the  former  case,  as  in  the  latter,  may  be  attended 
with  the  same  result — the  passing  of  a  law  for  the  renovation  of  the 
whole  system.  We  are  not,  however,  apprized  of  any  modification  of 
the  laws  of  New  Jersey  in  regard  to  imprisonment  for  debt,  during  the 
last  year.  But  from  all  we  have  heard  in  conversation,  learned  by  let- 
ter, or  observed  personally,  in  regard  to  imprisonment  for  debt  in  New 
Jersey,  we  think  the  necessity  for  it  is  imperious. 

State  Prison  at  Lamhcrton. — Nothing  is  done  effectually  for  the 
renovation  of  this  establishment.  The  state  is  beginning,  therefore,  to 
.suffer  the  alarming  consequence,  i.  e.  an  unparalleled  increase  of  con- 
victs. W^hile  New  York,  on  the  one  side,  and  Pennsylvania,  on  the 
other,  are  adopting  systems  of  Penitentiary  discipline,  calculated  to  de- 
ter from  crime  and  produce  reformation  ;  New  Jersey  remains  between 
them,  with  a  perfect  school  and  lure  for  vice.  Governor  Vroom  says, 
in  his  last  message  to  the  legislature,  '*  The  number  of  prisoners,  accord- 
ing to  the  last  report,  was  ninety.  In  1828  the  number  was  eighty-seven. 
It  is  now  one  hundred  and  nine  ;  showing  an  increase  beyond  all  former 
example.  May  not  this  extraordinary  increase  be  occasioned,  in  a  great 
measure,  by  the  situation  of  our  Prison  ?  Are  we  not  holding  out  in- 
ducements to  the  commission  of  crime  within  our  state  ?  And  will  not 
the  evil  continue  to  increase  ?  And  if  so,  is  it  not  time  to  commence 
an  efficient  reformation  ?" 

PENNSYLVANIA. 

Imprisonment  for  Debt. — The  Philadelphia  Gazette  contained  almost 
a  whole  broad-side  of  its  paper,  during  the  last  winter,  and  during  the 
session  of  the  legislature,  of  cases  of  imprisonment  for  debt,  which  had 
taken  place  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  within  a  few  months  previous ; 
and  in  no  one  of  the  cases,  did  the  sum  for  which  the  debtor  was  com- 
mitted to  Prison,  exceed  one  dollar.  The  whole  number  of  cases  men- 
tioned was  forty.  The  names  of  the  parties  were  given  in  full ;  and  the 
names  of  the  justices  v/ho  committed  them  ;  the  amount  of  debt ;  the 
amount  of  costs  ;  and  the  length  of  time  they  remained  in  Prison.  The 
whole  amount  of  debts  in  the  forty  cases,  was  823  40^ — or  an  average 
of  58^  cents  each.  Green  lay  in  Jail  from  May  6  to  June  5,  thirty  days, 
for  a  debt  of  72  cents ;  Stullman  lay  in  Jail  from  May  31  to  June  30, 
thirty  days,  for  40  cents :  Reysart  lay  in  Jail  from  July  23  to  August  8, 
sixteen  days,  for  25  cents  ;  Cox  lay  in  Jail  from  August  2  to  Septem- 
ber 2,  thirty-one  days,  for  75  cents ;  Butler  lay  in  Jail  from  August  7 
to  September  7,  thirty-one  days,  for  68  cents ;  Mable  lay  in  Jail  from 
August  7  to  August  9,  two  days,  for  2  cents  ;  Black  lay  in  Jail 
from  July  22  to  August  23,  thirty-two  days,  for  2  cents.  The  seven 
persons  above  mentioned,  lay  in  Jail  one  hundred  and  seventy-two 
days,  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  in  the  summer  of  1830,  for  seven 
debts,  amounting  together  to  82  84.  Of  the  whole  seven,  one  only 
paid  the  debt,  and  that  was  a  debt  of  25  cents.     It  was  ascertained 

42 


494 


PRISON   DISCIPLINE  SOCIETY. 


that  six  could  not  pay ;  and  of  these,  five  lay  in  Jail  at  least  thirty  days 
each.* 

The  number  of  cases  of  imprisonment  for  debt,  in  the  beautiful  city 
of  Philadelphia,  where  William  Penn  lived  so  many  years  ago,  and  the 
world  has  been  improving  ever  since,  in  its  own  eyes  at  least,  in  fifteen 
months,  ending  November  30,  1830,  for  less  than  five  dollars  each,  was 
five  hundred  and  eighty-four.t    This  was  more  than  one  third  of  all  the 


Abstract  of  Cases  of  Imprisonment  on  Execution  for  Debt  under  100  cents,  from  the 
Prison  itecords  of  the  Debtors^  Apartment  of  the  City  and  Countij  of  Philadelphia, 
betuc^een  Maij  1  and  September  24,  1830. 


Names. 

Aldermen  or  Justices 
issuiug  Execution. 

Debt. 

Costs. 

Committed. 

Time  and  Manner  of 
Discharge. 

i  Doalce  vs.  Haseil, 

Justice  Loughead, 

0  62.1 

1  62.1 

May        1 

May    3. 

-2  Ash  vs.  Gilligai), 

Alderman  Badger, 

1  01 

1  69 

■  4 

.5. 

Paid. 

o  Ifornor  vs.  Green, 

Justice  Boileau, 

0  72 

1  37 

6 

•June   5. 

4  Thompson  vs.  Wilson, 

Alderman  Badger, 

0  00 

2  53 

7 

May  15. 

Paid  cost. 

5  W^eems  vs.  Madden, 

Justice  Hooten, 

0  19 

1  62 

8 

9. 

G  Cope  vs.  Freeman, 

"      Boileau, 

0  57 

1  55 

11 

22. 

7  Hunter  vs.  Waters, 

"      Black, 

0  50 

1  56 

15 

15. 

8  Minner  vs.  Simpson, 

"      Eneu, 

0  50 

1  60 

22 

22. 

Paid. 

9  Harman  vs.  Stullman, 

"      Walker, 

0  40 

1  931 

31 

June  30. 

10  Cooper  vs.  Hopper, 

Alderman  Binns, 

0  75- 

1  50' 

21 

26. 

Paid. 

II  Fernon  t)s.  Davis, 

Justice  Boileau, 

0  75 

1  37 

June     12 

12. 

Paid. 

32  Hurst  vs.  Jones  aUcs  Moore, 

"      Loughead, 

0  37| 

1  62.1 

12 

21. 

13  Lonaback  vs.  Fov, 

"      Boileau, 

0  50 

2  23' 

18 

18. 

Paid. 

14  Flowerti'S.  Roberts, 

Alderman  Christian, 

1  00 

2  110 

24 

25. 

Paid. 

15  Worrell  vs.  Fry, 

Justice  O'Neal, 

0  40 

2  18 

28 

28. 

\G  Evans,  Estjuire,  w.  Magge, 

"       Harvey, 

0  50 

1  55 

July        5 

July   6. 

17  Hayland  vs.  Morris, 

"       Johnson, 

0  50 

1  58 

6 

7, 

18  McBride  vs.  Morris, 

((             (t 

0  25 

1  56 

7 

7.* 

19  Woalper  t-*-.  Hartley, 

"       Bry.-ints, 
Alderman  Binns, 

0  77 

1  49 

12 

13. 

'2\)  Taylor  vs.  Foster, 

0  621 

2  48i 

15 

15. 

91  White  vs.  Buchanan, 

Justice  Belair, 

0  68" 

1  80" 

16 

16. 

Paid. 

22  Tol!)ertr5.  Lane, 

Alderman  Badger, 

1  00 

1  50 

19 

'    20. 

S;}  McBride  vs.  Black, 

"         Binns, 

0  02 

1  62 

22 

Aug.23. 

21  Fox  vs.  Hughes, 

Justice  Benner, 

0  55 

1  371 

2  67i 

22 

July  22. 

^5  Unrule  vs.  Reysart, 

"      Beaver, 

0  25 

23 

Aug.  8. 

Paid. 

'26  Frowertu*.  Kuhl, 

Alderman  Geyer, 

1  00 

1  50 

31 

July  31. 

27  Burton  vs.  Cox, 

Justice  Loughead, 

0  75 

1  75 

Aug.      2 

Sept.  2. 

28      ««        "      " 

U                       U 

0  75 

1  62 

2 

2. 

29  Wagner  vs.  Jones, 

«      Weyart, 

0  50 

2  17 

3 

Aug.  10. 

Paid. 

30  Ramage  vs.  Schelier, 

"      Loughead, 

0  62.1 

2  18 

4 

9. 

31  Biuner  vs.  Jones, 

"       Weyart, 

0  47 

2  62 

3 

10. 

Paid. 

32  McCready  vs.  Butler, 

"      Loughead, 

0  68 

1  56 

7 

Sept.  7. 

33  Keller  vs.  Mabie, 

"      Black, 

0  02 

1  62 

7 

Aug.  9. 

34  Clawges  vs.  McCarney, 

"      Evans, 

0  60 

147§ 

11 

17. 

'.io  Burd  vs.  Lamb, 

"      Loughead, 

1  Ot) 

1  50 

17 

17. 

'■^  Browne  vs.  Julius, 

"      Coats,          ; 

0  871 

1  94 

21 

Sept.  3. 

Paid 

37  Lenox  vs.  Thomas, 

Alderman  Badger, 

1  00 

1  50 

Sept.      1 

2. 

38  Hackett  vs.  Hitchins, 

Justice  Black, 

0  50 

1  56 

6 

12. 

39  Erwin  vs.  White, 

"      W^eyart, 

1  00 

1  67 

21 

Oct.    4. 

40  Bodett  vs.  Carr, 

"       Loughead, 

0  19 

1  50 

24 

3. 

Whole  amount  of  debts,  $23  40^  •,  costs,  $70  20  ;  total,  $93  60L 

t  Imprisonment  in  the  Debtors^  Apartment  of  Philadelphia  County,  for  about  fifteen  month, 
preceding  November  30,  1830. 


Causes  of  Discharge. 

Under 
5dols. 

Under 
10  dols. 

Under 
20  doh. 

Under 
30  dols. 

Under 
40  dols. 

Under 
50  dols. 

Under 
100  dols. 

Under 
500  dols. 

Under 
1000  dis. 

Total. 

By  bread  act, 
By  30  day  act, 
Bonded  to  take  the  bene-  ) 
fit  of  insolvent  law,       V 
By  committing  magistrate, 
By  payment. 

94 
31 

198 

159 
102 

58 
16 

138 

108 
41 

34 
10 

110 

78 
14 

12 

49 

48 
6 

4 

25 

27 
4 

4 

30 

24 
5 

12 

25 

44 
6 

5 

6 

54 

1 

35 
2 

224 

57 

581 

577 
180 

584 

361 

246 

115 

60 

63 

87 

65 

38 

1619 

1619  fellow  beings  imprisoned  in  less  than  fifteen  months  ;  and  nearly  five  eighthsof  the  whole  num- 
ber, viz.  945,  for  debts  under  $10  ;  584  under  $5  ■,  and  about  75  of  these  for  claims  amounting  frooi 
2  cents  and  under  a  single  dollar  only,  in  that  short  period  ;  and  observe  that  only  about  one  soYcnth 
cf  these  paid  the  debts,  the  design  of  imprisonment. 
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cases  of  imprisonment,  during  the  period  above  mentioned.  During 
the  session  of  the  legislature,  a  grave  discussion  in  the  public  papers 
was  held,  to  prove  that  imprisontnent  lor  debt,  for  any  sum,  is  necessary 
and  proper  ;  and  a  writer  in  favor  of  it  stated,  that  in  one  case  ol  im- 
prisonment for  a  debt  for  two  or  three  cents,  he  had  examined  the  case 
particularly,  and  ascertained  that  the  circumstances  were  such,  as  to 
justify  the  arrest  and  incarceration  of  the  body  !  All  this  was  in  the 
form  of  sober  argument. 

A  public  meeting  was  held  in  Philadelphia  January  20,  1834,  and  a 
spirited  memorial*  was  prepared  for  the  legislature,  praying  lor  the 
abolition  of  imprisonment  in  cases  where  the  debt  does  not  exceed 
$o  S3.  The  subject  was  discussed  with  some  degree  of  animation 
during  the  session,  and  referred  to  the  early  consideration  of  the  next 
legislature. 

JVct:')  Penitentiary  in  Pliiladclplda. — The  system  of  discipline  adopt- 
ed in  this  institution  '(^as  described  by  the  inspectors  in  their  second 

*  Extracts  from  the  Memorial. 

''  That  imjirisonmcnt  for  debt,  except  in  cases  of  manifcst//-or?f*r/,  cog^iiizable  and  punislj- 
able  criminally,  is  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  our  free  republican  institutions.  It  is  a  discred- 
itai>!e  remnant  of  barbarism,  descended  to  us  from  the  dark  ages  of  antiquity,  vviiich  ought 
long-  since  to  have  vanished  on  the  advance  of  civilization  and  the  light  ot  knowledge. 

'•  At  successive  times,  various  legislative  enactments  have  been  made,  aflbrding  protec- 
tion ajid  lelief  to  the  honest  and  luifortunate  debtor,  and  for  the  {)urpose  of  adapting  this 
humane  j)olicy  to  the  exigencies  of  an  increasing  population. 

••  In  accordance  with  it.  all  the  female  portion  of  society  in  the  commonwealth  are  pro- 
tected from  arrest  for  debt  5  and  it  is  universally  conceded  that  it  has  not  been  attended 
with  any  disadvantageous  result,  although  opposed  as  ruinous  to  their  credit. 

••  By  existing  laws,  the  person  of  the  debtor  is  exempted  from  imprisonment,  on  giving 
security  for  his  appearance  as  an  insolvent  debtor.  The  right,  however,  lo  mrresl  and  im- 
priso7i  ihe  debtor's  person  still  exists,  and  operates  chiefly  upon  the  poor,  in  cases  where 
the  debt  is  under  the  sum  oi'  Jive  dollars  and  thirtij-thrce  cents,  from  which  amount  there  is 
no  aupeal,  or  stay  of  execution,  allowed  by  law. 

''  The  following  authentic  Table  is  compiled  from  the  records  of  the  debtors'  Prison: — . 

''  Statement  of  the  Number  of  Persons  imprisoned  in  the  Debtor's  Apartment  of  the  City  and 
■  County  of  Philadelphia,  irith  the  Amount  of  Debt  and  Manner  of  Discharge,  from 
November  1,  1827,  to  November  \,  1830,  inclusive. 


Causes  of  Discharge. 


Bybrititiliict,thecrfditor  tail-  ; 

in^  ill  weekly  payment,  \ 
By  :!U  liny  act  fur  the  relief 

of  i)')or  debtors  undor  i^l'y,  \ 
Cap'^s  bunded  for  the  benefit  ) 

of  ilie  insolvent  laws,  \ 

By  conimittin?  magistrate,  / 

or  tUe  plaintiff,  \ 

By  payment  of  debt  and  costs, 


261 
181 


104 

37 

253 

266 

63 


65 

16 

202 

141 

32 


40dois. 


Under  '  Under     Under     Under 
SOdoIs.   !00dols.500dols.l«00dl5. 


137 
1113 
1053 

318 


I  1032  j     723  I     456      193    |  114       109     I  137    J  102     j    G5    {  3001 

The  cases  under  $100  are  embraced  by  the  jurisdiction  of  magistrates 

"  This  statement  exhibits  3001  commitments  on  mesne  and  final  process,  but  chiefly  on 
the  latter.  It  will  b<;  perceived  that  a  very  limited  proportion  of  these  persons  appear  l<> 
liave  been  confined  under  process  of  our  courts  of  civil  jurisprudence.  No  fewer  than  180.'j 
cases  of  imprisonment  for  debt  under  .$10,  are  distinguished  among  the  poor  and  unfortu 
nate  objects  of  iiujuiry,  and  of  these  only  24-1  appear  to  have  been  enabled  to  etVect  their 
liberation  on  payment  of  debt  and  costs,  after  sufferinsr  the  pain,  privations  and  hanefiv! 
effects  of  imprisonment.  It  tiarefbre  appears  that  the  object  of  the  imprisonment  of  debtors 
to  insure  payment  of  Ihe  djt,  has  failed  in  2G82  cases  out  of  3001  ;  and  that  of  these  ther«.> 
aro  lo'M ,  ovU  of  1C3j,  uader  the  sum  of  ten  doUai^s  j  and  IK)] ,  out  of  1082,  under  live  dollar>."' 
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report  to  the  legislature)  consists  of  "  solitary  confinement  at  labor ^  with 
instruction  in  labor,  in  morals,  and  in  religion."  This  system  the  in- 
spectors say,  and  in  this  they  are  supported  by  the  physician  and  warden, 
does  not  produce  *'  insanity  nor  bodily  infirmity ^  Were  the  system 
adopted  in  this  institution  "  absolute  solitude,  without  labor  or  moral 
and  religious  instruction,"  they  also  say,  **  they  would  feel  little  hesita- 
tion in  recommending  its  repeal  as  cruel,  because  calculated  to  undermine 
the  moral  and  physical  powers  of  the  prisoner,  and  to  disqualify  him 
from  earning  his  bread  at  the  expiration  of  his  sentence  ;  as  impolitic, 
because,  when  persisted  in  beyond  a  very  limited  time,  it  tends  to  harden 
rather  than  reform  the  offender,  while  it  produces  great  expense  to  tlie 
public,  the  prisoner  contributing  by  labor  in  no  way  to  his  support." 
The  system,  however,  of  solitary  confinement  day  and  night,  modified 
by  labor,  and  moral  and  religious  instruction,  the  board  highly  approve, 
and  thus  describe  : — 

"  When  a  convict  first  arrives,  he  is  placed  in  a  cell  and  left  alone,  without  work, 
and  without  any  book.  His  mind  can  only  operate  on  itself ;  generally,  but  few 
hours  elapse  before  he  petitions  for  something  to  do,  and  for  a  Bible.  No  instance 
has  occurred,  in  which  such  a  petition  has  been  delayed  beyond  a  day  or  two.  If 
the  prisoner  have  a  trade  that  can  be  pursued  in  his  cell,  he  is  put  to  work  as  a 
favor  ;  as  a  reward  for  good  behavior,  and  as  a  favor,  a  Bible  is  allowed  him.  If  he 
have  no  trade,  or  one  that  cannot  be  pursued  in  his  cell,  he  is  allowed  to  choose 
one  that  can,  and  he  is  instructed  by  one  of  the  overseers,  all  of  whom  are  master 
workmen  in  the  trades  they  respectively  superintend  and  teach.  Thus  work,  and 
moral  and  reUgious  books,  are  regarded  and  received  as  favors,  and  are  withheld  as  a 
punishment 

"  Intemperance  and  thoughtless  folly  are  the  parents  of  crime,  and  the  walls  of 
a  Prison  are  generally  peopled  by  those  who  have  seldom  seriously  reflected ; 
hence  the  first  object  of  the  officers  of  this  institution  is,  to  turn  the  thoughts  of  the 
convict  inwards  upon  himself,  and  to  teach  him  how  to  think  ;  in  this  solitude  is  a 
powerful  aid.  Hence  this  mode  of  punishment,  bearing  as  it  does  with  great  se- 
verity upon  the  hardened  and  impenitent  felon,  is  eminently  calculated  to  break 
down  his  obdurate  spirit ;  and  when  that  important  object  of  Penitentiary  discipline 
has  been  gained,  (and  in  any  Prison  it  frequently  is,)  and  when  the  prisoner  has 
once  experienced  the  operation  of  the  principles  of  this  institution  on  a  broken  spirit 
and  contrite  heart,  he  learns,  and  he  feels,  that  moral  and  religious  reflection,  re- 
lieved by  industrious  occupation  at  his  trade,  comfort  and  support  his  mental  and 
physical  powers,  divest  his  solitary  cell  of  all  its  horrors,  and  his  punishment  of 
much  of  its  severity.  The  impression  thus  made,  instead  of  being  destroyed  by  the 
sneers  of  ruffians,  is  cherished  and  fixed  by  the  officers  of  the  Prison. 

"  No  prisoner  is  seen  by  another,  after  he  enters  the  walls.  When  the  years  of 
his  confinement  have  passed,  his  old  associates  in  crime  will  be  scattered  over  the 
earth,  in  Prison,  or  in  the  grave,  and  the  reformed  prisoner  looks  forward  from  this 
Penitentiary  with  a  hope,  that  he  may  pass  his  life,  after  the  expiration  of  his  sen- 
tence, undiscovered  by  the  community  of  convicts,  and  that,  should  he  find  a  spot 
where  he  may  earn  his  livelihood  by  honest  industry,  and  acquire  a  new  character, 
and  friends  who  are  ignorant  of  his  crime,  there  will  be  a  probability  he  may  escape 
exposure  to  the  new  world  he  has  formed  around  him,  and  may  not  be  deprived  of 
his  employment,  and  again  be  driven  by  necessity  to  crime,  in  order  to  obtain  the 
means  of  hi*  subsistence. 

"Great  terror  is  known  to  have  been  impressed  upon  the  minds  of  the  convict 
community  by  this  institution  ;  and  the  small  number  of  prisoners  sent  from  the 
Eastern  District,  including  a  vast  majority  of  the  population  of  the  state,  together 
with  the  careful  manner  in  which,  it  has  been  ascertained,  the  most  knowing  rogues 
avoid  committing  those  offences  which  would  subject  them  to  its  discipline,  may 
be  regarded  as  powerful  reasons  for  extending  its  operation  to  those  Penitentiarj' 
offences  not  at  present  comprehended  v/ithin  the  statute. 

"  Such  is  the  general  industry  of  the  prisoners,  resulting  from  solitude,  that,  ex- 
cept in  three  or  four  in">tances,  it  has  been  deemed  inexpedient  to  task  them  ;  and 
«o  efficient  a  coadjutor  is  solitude,  that  little  time  is  required  to  teach  the  convict  a 
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trade.  The  first  prisoner,  a  negro  boy  of  twenty  yeare  of  age,  brought  up  on  a 
farm,  made  a  shoe  on  the  fourth  day  after  the  conunencement  of  his  instruction  in 
the  trade,  which  passed  with  others,  and  was  paid  for  by  the  contractor. 

"  It  appears  by  the  warden's  report,  that  the  expenses  of  the  Penitentiary,  during 
the  whole  time  it  has  been  in  operation,  up  to  the  tirst  of  December,  1830,  have 
been  more  than  equaled  by  the  amount  of  the  profits  on  the  labor  of  the  convicts ; 
a  balance  of  $393  72  appearing  to  the  credit  of  the  institution.  As  it  is  a  state 
Prison,  the  salaries  of  the  officers  are  paid  by  the  conunonwealth,  and  are  not  in- 
cluded in  this  estimate.  A  few  old  and  invahd  prisoners,  without  trades,  have  not 
supported  themselves  by  their  labor. 

"  Many  years'  experience  in  the  practical  operation  of  the  penal  laws  and  Prison 
discipline  on  the  part  of  most  of  the  inspectors,  and  the  particular  knowledge  of  the 
board  in  the  actual  operation  of  this  institution  upon  the  moral  and  physical  powei-s 
of  the  prisoners,  and  upon  the  public  interests,  have  established  a  conviction  of  the 
humanity  and  excellence  of  this  system  of  Penitentiary  punishment,  and  that  its 
permanent  establishment,  and  extension  to  all  crimes  and  misdemeanors  punishable 
by  imprisonment  at  hard  labor,  under  the  existing  laws,  as  soon  as  an  adequate 
number  of  cells  can  be  provided,  will  be  consistent  with  the  purest  principles  of 
philanthropy,  and  calculated  to  advance  the  interests,  and  sustain  the  elevated 
character  of  the  common weclth  of  Pennsylvania." 

The  reports  of  the  physician  and  warden  we  insert  entire  in  tlie 
notes  below.* 

*  Extract  from  Vr.  Bachts  Rqwrt. 

"The  prisoners  thus  far  have  been  favored  with  a  g-ood  share  of  hcaUh.  Some  have  ac- 
knowledged an  improvement  in  their  health,  while  others  have  evidently  been  rendered  less 
robust.  These  contrary  eficcts  are  to  be  explained,  by  adverting  to  the  different  conditions 
in  which  the  prisoners  arrive.  If,  however,  the  averan;^e  condition  of  the  health  of  the  pris- 
oners received  up  to  Uiis  time,  be  considered,  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  physician,  that  it  is 
better  than  when  they  arrived.  This  belief  is  supported  by  the  condition  of  the  three  pris- 
oners that  have  been  discharged.  Two  of  them  preserved  to  the  last  moment  the  good  stale 
of  health  with  which  they  were  received,  and  the  third  was  much  improved  in  this  respect, 
by  his  own  acknowledgment. 

"Several  mild  caises  of  intermittent  fever  have  occurred,  but  in  prisoners  who  had  been 
affected  with  the  disease,  not  long  before  their  arrival.  Only  two  cases  of  serious  indisposi- 
tion have  occurred,  and  but  one  death.  The  fatal  case  weis  that  of  a  prisoner  of  intemperate 
habits,  who  surived  in  a  diseased  state,  having  but  recently  sufiered  from  a  severe  tit  of  ill- 
ness in  the  Arch  Street  Prison. 

"  In  the  questions  which  have  been  addressed  to  the  prisoners,  the  physician  has  directed 
his  inquiries  particularly  to  two  points  ;  namely,  the  length  of  their  imprisonment  before  con- 
viction, and  their  habits  in  regard  to  the  use  of  anient  spirits.  The  imprisonment  belbre 
conviction,  has  been  found  to  embrace  a  period,  var\-ing  from  a  few  days  to  an  entire  year. 
If  it  be  important  for  the  good  of  society,  and  the  sake  of  the  criminal,  that  he  should  sene 
out  the  sentence  of  the  law  in  separate  confinement,  it  must  be  equally  so  for  the  untried 
prisoner,  on  the  supposition  of  his  guilt,  and  for  a  much  stronger  reason  m  case  of  his  inno- 
cence. Until  this  evil  be  removed,  the  moral  operation  of  separate  confinement  oa  Use, 
prisoner  after  conviction  will  be  lessened  in  its  effects. 

"In  regard  to  the  other  point,  the  physician  has  found  that,  out  of  fifty-eight  prisoners 
received  up  to  this  time,  thirty-four,  or  nearly  two  thirds,  acknowledge  themselves  to  have 
been  either  habitually  or  occasionally  intemperate.  This  fact  shows  the  close  connexion 
which  subsists  between  the  vice  of  diiinkenness  and  the  commission  of  crime. 

"  The  effects  of  the  separate  confinement  on  the  mind  have  been  attentively  watched.  No 
instance  has  occurred  of  liie  production  of  mental  disease.  Its  moral  effects  are  encourag- 
ing, and  are  in  strong  contrast  with  the  contaminating  influences  arising  out  of  the  associa- 
tion of  criminals. 

"  Upon  the  whole,  the  physician  feels  justified  to  conclude,  from  his  experience  in  this 
Penitentiary,  that  this  plan  of  the  separate  confinement  of  criminals,  if  in  some  instances 
injurious  to  the  constitution,  is  much  more  favorable  to  the  health  and  lives  of  the  prisoners, 
than  confinement  in  Prisons  on  the  old  plan. — All  which  is  respectfullv  submitted. 

"January  1,  1831.  FRANKLIN  BACHE',  Phys^ician  E.  P.' 

Second  Report  of  the  Warden. 

"In  my  report  last  year,  I  confidently  stated  m.y  belief,  that  if  the  state  would  provide 

the  necessary  stock  suid  implements,  tlie  prisoners,  whose  term  of  confinement  extended  to 

two  years  or'upwards,  would  be  enabled  to  defray  the  expenses  of  their  maintenance.    I  feei 

happy  in  being  able  to  state,  tliat  one  year's  experience  has  completely  confirmed  this 
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The  crimes  for  which  the  convicts  were  sent  to  this  Penitentiary, 
were,  for  manslaughter,  one  ;  for  robbing  United  States  mail,  one  ;  for 
rape,  one  ;  for  highway  robbery,  two  ;  for  passing  counterfeit  money, 
three  ;  for  robbery,  four  ;  for  forgery,  eight ;  for  murder,  eight ;  for  burp-- 
iary,  fifteen  ;  for  horse-stealing,  fifteen. 

The  remarks  of  the  inspectors,  in  their  report  to  the  legislature,  in 
jegard  to  the  number  conmiitted  for  murder,  appear  to  be  entitled  to 
j)articular  consideration. 

"  It  will  be  perceived,"  saj'  they,  "  tliat  eiglit  prisoners,  certainly  a  large  propor- 
tion of  the  convicts,  are  connnitfed  for  murder  in  the  second  degree,  and  it  may  not  be 
iuap^j!C^5riate  :o  the  objeci-s  of  this  repx^l,  to  offer  some  remarks  resulting  therefiom, 

l>ci;er.  Even  niore  h^s  boon  realized  ;  for  every  prironer,  with  four  exceptions,  who  has 
been  here  even  six  mumhs,  is  uow  earnhie;-  his  maintenance.  These  exceptions  are,  first, 
the  prisoner  known  as  ii;uii!)er  \'J,  who  was  brought  here  ill,  a;jd  whose  ilhiess  continued 
almost  without  cessation  until  the  time  of  his  I't ccttse.  Secoiuliy,  number  8,  who  was  aa 
invalid  at  the  time  of  his  reception,  and  continues  so.  Thirdly,  number  31,  who  is  upwards 
of  sixty  years  of  ag^e,  and  iufinn  ;  and  fourtiily,  number  35,  who  is  also  infirm,  and  seventy- 
two  years  of  a^e. 

"  Alost  of  the  now  inmates  who  are  now  iearnino-  trades,  cannot  of  course  earn  much ,  and 
h,Micc  at  the  present  time,  in  examining'  their  accounts,  a  balance  vvill  be  found  against  tlie 
•<ouaties  which  have  sent  them;  but  as  there  is  every  reasonable  prospect  that  they  will, 
■during  the  next  year,  ujore  than  make  up  this  deficiency,  1  wo'.Ud  resj>ectfully  suggest'to  the 
board  of  inspectors  tlic  propriety  of  not  sending  to  those  counties  the  bills  for  this  deii- 
tiency.  1  am  tiie  more  induced  to  recommend  this  course,  from  the  .%ct,  (presented  by  an 
uxamiiialion  of  our  receipts  and  expenditures,  including'  an  account  of  stock  on  hand,  up  to 
tlic  first  of  December,}  thai  the  cstablishmiint,  from  its  commencement  to  tliat  period,  more 
than  supported  itself.  Tiic  salaries  of  the  officers,  being'  paid  by  the  Male,  are  not  included 
ia  this  statomcjit. 

*'  li  may  be  remarked,  that  all  those  engaged  at  sboemaking,  and  most  of  the  weavers, 
have  learned  their  respective  trades  since  tiicy  came  here,  and  of  ct)urse  will  continue  to 
improve  in  dexterity.  Again,  the  expense  of  tlie  present  small  number  of  convicts  is  much 
greater  in  j>roportion  than  diat  of  a  lar^-e  uumber  ;  and  it  is  my  opnnioa,  tiiat  the  Penitentiary, 
".vhen  it  will  be  occupied  by  three  hundred  prisoners,  or  upwards,  wiih  a^i  adequate  capital, 
<;an  be  made  fully  and  entirely  lo  pay  all  its  expenses,  including  the  salaries  of  its  otbcers. 
The  short  time  we  iiave  been  in  operation  induces  me  lo  believe,  lliat  the  ueU  profits  of  a 
Prison  conducted  on  the  plan  of  separate  confinement  wiil  be  grua'er  than  those  which 
might  rc-suli  from  joint  labor.  The  docile  and  obedient  conduct" of  the  convicts,  and  the 
great  care  of  managing  them,  have  fully  realized  my  highest  anticipations.  By  the  physician's 
report,  it  wiil  be  seen,  that  they  have  geneialiy  enjoyed  good  healtli ;  and  I  sincerely  hojje 
&i\i{  believe,  that  some  of  them  have  experienced  l)enefii  trom  the  religious  instmction  tiiej 
have  received,  aided  by  those  reflections  which  solitude  so  naturally  produces. 

■'  By  the  documeiu  marked  A.,  it  will  be  seen,  that  iorty-eight  state,  and  one  United  Stales 
prisonei-s,  have  been  received  into  the  Penitentiary  during  tiie  year  Io30.  Three  have  been 
<i:.scharged  by  expiration  of  their  sentences,  and  one  (number  19)  has  died  :  nine  being  the 
nujnber  in  Prison  on  the  first  of  January,  1830,  leaves  us  fifty-four  5  thirty -five  of  these  are 
employed  in  the  weaving  department;  nine  in  the  shoemaking ;  two  tailors;  one  black- 
smith ;  one  carver ;  one  cook  ;  four  v/ool-pickers  ;  one  cabinet  maker, 

"A  few  weeks  only  have  elapsed  since  the  discharge  of  llie  two  first  prisoners;  duiing 
thtl  short  period,  their  conduct  has  been  e-vemplary. 

-'  If  the  judges  of  the  several  courts  in  the  Easleni  District  of  Pennsylvania  could  be  in- 
duced to  visit  and  carefully  examine  this  establishment,  I  believe  their  sentences,  in  manv 
instances,  would  not  be  so  light  a.s  at  present,  for  I  am  induced  to  suppose,  that  this  mild- 
ness is  based  on  the  supposition,  that  our  system  of  discipline  is  excessively  severe. 

•'  To  an  old  convict,  accustomed  to  l>e  sentenced  to  five  or  ten  years,  a  sentence  of  oue 
appears  a  trivial  punishment,  and  a  novice  casmot  always  be  taught  in  that  period  a  busi- 
ness that  will  be  of  service  to  him.  The  cases  of  numbers  38  and  39  may  be  mentioned  in 
^apport  of  this  opinion;  lads  of  eighteen  and  nineteen  years  of  age,  sentenced  to  one  year 
only,  migiit,  if  their  sentences  had  extended  to  three  years,  have  been  taught  shoemaking 
t»r  weaving,  and  tluis  have  been  enabled  to  support  themselves  when  discharged. 

*•'  Many  difliculties  were  p-cdicted  by  those  opposed  to  the  system  of  separate  labor, 
some  of  which  I  hope  it  will  not  be  considered  irrelevant  for  me  briedy  to  notice.  And  fii-st, 
n  was  said  that  the  expense  of  maintaining  the  convicts  would  be  so  heavy,  that  the  coun- 
tie*  would  not  be  willing  to  defray  it.  Tiie  examination  of  our  accounts,  as  before  meii- 
wooed,  shows,  that  the  labor  of  the  convicts  has  fully  paid  all  the  expenses  of  their  support. 

'"Secondly,  that  the  punishment  was  so  severe,  that  men  could  not  endure  it,  and  liiat 
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and  to  assign  some  reasons  wliy,  in  rccommcmling  the  extension  of  this  sy.slcni  of 
punishment,  the  board  has  confined  its  reeoinmcndation  to  those  offences  at  present 
subject  to  imprisonment  at  hard  labor,  and  consequently  excluding  murder  in  the 
first  degree. 

"  In  Pennsylvania,  no  crime  is  punishable  with  death,  but  murder  perpetrated  by 
means  of  poison,  or  by  lyin^  in  wait,  or  by  some  other  kind  of  wilful,  deliberate,  and 
premeditated  killing,  or  perpetrated  in  the  commission  of  certain  crimes  which  were 
formerly  capital.  Such  murder  is  of  the  first  degree.  The  reluctance  with  which 
professed  criminals  appear  to  resort  to  blood  in  Pennsylvania,  may  probably  be 
traced  to  this  source;  we  find  them  almost  always,  when  detected  in  the  perpetra- 
tion of  crimes,  submitting  to  their  captoi-s  without  resorling  to  murder  as  the  means  of 
escape,  having  engaged  in  the  transaction  without  deliberately,  because  necessarily, 
determining  to  subject  themselves  to  the  danger  of  tlie  gallows.  Deliberate  murder 
in  cold  blood  is  generally  committed  for  gain,  or  as  the  means  of  escape  from  the  con- 

il  would  destroy  them  meiilally  and  physically.  The  report  of  the  physician  completely 
refutes  these  allegations,  and  my  own  observations  convince  me,  that  if  we  arc  in  error,  the 
system  is  too  mild,  particularly  where  the  term  of  imprisonment  is  only  for  a  year.  In  rela- 
tfon  to  the  supposed  injurious  effects  of  the  discipline  en  the  minds  and  bodies  of  the  pris- 
oners. I  can  safely  assert,  that  the  very  reverse  has  been  the  case  in  every  instance,  and  1 
believe  the  life  of  number  19,  who  died,  was  prolonged  by  the  treatment  he  receivea  here. 

"  One  fact,  which  is  as  true  and  general  as  it  is  remarkable,  is,  that  in  every  instance,  where 
tl»c  prisoner  has  been  brought  to  see  the  errors  of  his  past  life,  and  thus  has  been  led  to  a 
state  of  repentance,  his  ceil  lias  appeared  to  lose  all  its  horrors,  and  several  instances  have 
already  occuired.  where  the  prisoner  has  expressed  his  thankfulness,  and  acknowledged 
that  it  was  good  for  him  that  ha  was  brought  here. 

''  The  majority  appear  resigned,  if  not  happy ;  and  most  of  them  are  industrious.  It  is  to 
the  \%'icked,  determined,  and  inveterate  villain,  that  the  severity  of  our  system  is  the  most 
apparent.  Do  not  these  facts  ansv.er  another  objection,  thai  .^rlitai'y  confinement  does  not 
act  equally  on  all  minds  ?  That  it  docs  not  act  equally  en  all,  is  manifest  j  but  it  acts  the 
most  powerfully,  and  with  the  most  severity,  on  those  towards  Avhom  the  exercise  of  addi- 
tional severity  is  obviously  indispensable  5  and  I  am  inclined  to  believe,  that  those  who  have 
most  vehemently  condemned  its  severity,  will,  before  many  years,  censijre  its  mildness. 

"Thirdly,  that  the  prisoners  would  be  deprived  of  all  religious  instruction  except  £;uch  ss 
they  might  receive  privately  in  their  cells,  inasmuch  as  they  could  not  be  brought  into  a 
room  together.  During  the  past  year,  service  has  been  performed,  mostly  ence  a  week,  by 
the  minister,  preaching  in  the  comdor,  to  all  the  convicts  in  the  establishment,  without  their 
being  removed  from  their  cells,  or  seeing  or  communicating  with  each  other,  aiid  the  various 
impressions  thereby  produced  have  been  similar  in  appearance  to  ihose  in  any  other  as- 


sembly of  llic  same  number.  In  what  m.anner  can  man  be  placed,  where  the  words  of  the 
gospel  would  be  more  impressive  than  in  their  situation  ? — sitting  alone,  without  seeing  or 
being  seen  by  any  human  being ;  nothing  to  abstract  their  thoughts,  or  divert  them  from 


the  truths  delivered  to  them  ;  alone  a\  hen  they  hear,  and  left  edone,  when  the  mifiister  has 
finished,  to  ponder  and  reflect. 

"  Fourthly,  it  has  been  said,  that  the  prisoners  could,  and,  lliercfeie,  would  be  likely  to 
communicate  from  cell  to  cell.  1  belie-v  e  it  possible  for  a  prisoner  to  hollow  so  loud  that  he 
may  be  heard.  The  keeper,  however,  has  by  far  the  best  opportunity  of  hearing ;  but  we 
have  never  known  an  instance  of  tlieir  thus  comrnunicaling ;  nor  do  I  believe,  that  any  pris- 
oner in  the  establishment  knows  who  is  in  the  next  cell  to  tiim.  Those  who  have  been  dis- 
charged, have  gone  out  unacquainted  with  those  who  have  been  inmates  with  them. 

"  Whatever  doubts  may  have  formerly  cxiitod  in  the  miuds  of  seme  of  the  members  of  tlie 
legislature  of  this  state,  as  to  the  efliciency  of  or.r  system  of  separate  confinement,  I  trust 
our  experience  has  removed  them  so  far^  as  to  authorize  the  erection  of  additional  ceils 
(which  can  be  built  on  a  plan  mucli  more  economical  ihan  thc^e  already  constructed)  before 
the  conclusion  of  the  present  session.  If  this  measure  be  not  adopted,  1  {e^x  that  much  in- 
convenience and  injury  will  be  the  inevitable  result. 

'•  The  law  requires,  Uiat  the  board  of  inspectors  shall,  on  cr  before  the  first  of  January  in 
every  year,  make  a  report  in  writing  to  the  legislature.  It  also  provides  that  tlie  accounts 
of  the  several  counties,  from  which  tiiercmaybe  balances  duii,  shfdl  be  '  transmitted  to  thcKi 
on  or  before  the  first  Monday  in  February;'  evidently  intending  io  afford  time  to  stake  up 
the  accounts  of  the  establishment  to  the  first  of  the  year. 

"  If  the  legislature  would  adopt  tlie  period  of  the  first  of  February,  for  receiving  tlic  rtfcrt, 
it  would  be  much  more  convenient. 

'•  In  conclusion,  I  feel  bound  to  say,  that  every  day  of  my  experience  only  more  antl 
more  fully  convinces  me,  that  sepai-ate  confinement,  with  labor,  and  moral  ajid  religious 
instruction,  is  the  most  perfect  and  most  beneficial  system  for  the  management  of  convicts 
known  to  me  ;  embracing  in  its  details  all  thc-ad\aiitages,  and  avoidjij,g  most  sf  the  evils, 
which  are  inherent  in  every  other  j  Ian  which  has  occupied  wy  attenticn." 
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viction  of  a  crime  subject  to  the  same  kind  of  penalty ;  anc^it  is  a  fact  worthy  of  notice, 
that  in  no  instance  has  the  crime  of  a  prisoner  of  this  class,  now  in  confinement,  result- 
ed from  a  thirst  for  gain,  or  from  a  desire  to  escape  from  the  penalty  of  another  offence. 
These  offenders  appear  to  have  yielded  to  the  impulse  of  ungovernable  passion,  and 
intemperance  from  drink,  (infirmities  and  vices  which  no  human  law  can  effectually 
control,)  and  personal  quarrels  and  rencounters  have  resulted  in  murders.  It  is  there- 
fore respectfully  submitted  to  the  wisdom  of  the  legislature  to  determine,  whether 
the  reduction  of  the  grade  of  murder  in  the  first  degree,  to  the  class  of  Penitentiary 
offences,  may  not  tend  to  multiply  those  deliberate  murders,  heretofore  infrequent 
in  Pennsylvania,  by  removing  the  terror  of  death  as  a  punishment,  and  counterbal- 
ancing any  addition  to  the  term  of  imprisonment,  by  the  increased  chances  of  suc- 
cess and  escape  resulting  from  murder." 

Remarks  might  have  been  added  concerning  the  shortness  of  time 
for  which  some  were  sent  for  murder,  compared  with  the  length  of  time 
for  which  others  were  sent  for  horse-stealing  and  burglary.  One  man 
for  murder  was  sent  for  four  years,  and  another  for  two  years ;  while 
for  horse-stealing  one  was  sent  for  four  years,  and  for  burglary  two  were 
sent  for  nine  years  each,  and  two  for  ten  years  each. 

But  while  there  appears  in  a  few  cases  to  be  a  disproportion  between 
the  punishment  and  the  offence,  there  is  in  all  the  cases  taken  together, 
evidence  of  mildness  and  lenity  in  the  operation  of  the  criminal  code  of 
Pennsylvania.  Of  the  fifty-eight  cases  sent  to  the  new  Penitentiary, 
there  were  none  for  life ;  five  for  twelve  years ;  one  for  eleven  years  ; 
three  for  ten  years ;  two  for  nine  years  ;  three  for  eight  years ;  one  for 
seven  years  ;  seven  for  five  years ;  three  for  four  years ;  five  for  three 
years  ;  seventeen  for  two  years  ;  one  for  fifteen  months ;  one  for  thirteen 
months ;  and  ten  for  one  year.  Sentences  of  fifteen  and  twenty  years, 
and  even  for  life,  have  not  been  unfrequent  for  similar  offences  in  the 
United  States. 

The  system,  as  a  whole,  adopted  in  the  new  Penitentiary,  is  so  far 
approved  in  Pennsylvania,  as  to  induce  the  legislature,  at  the  last  session, 
to  appropriate  $120,000  for  the  erection  of  four  hundred  additional  cells 
within  the  walls,  for  the  purpose  of  providing  a  place  for  all  convicts 
from  the  Eastern  District  condemned  for  more  than  one  year,  and  to 
break  up,  as  soon  as  may  be,  the  old  Prison  on  Walnut  street.* 

*  AN  ACT  to  enlarge  the  Buildings  of  the  State  Penitentiary  for  the  Eastern  District, 
and  for  other  Purposes. 

Sect.  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  m^it,  and  it  is  liereby  enaxted  by  the  authority 
of  the  same,  That  the  inspectors  of  the  state  Penitentiary  for  the  Eastern  District  in  the 
county  of  Philadelphia,  be  authorized  and  required,  and  they  hereby  cire  authorized  and 
required,  to  construct  and  erect  within  the  outer  walls  of  said  Penitentiary,  upon  such  plan 
as  they  may  deem  most  expedient,  buildings  which  shall  contain  at  least  four  hundred  cells, 
suitable  for  the  confinement  of  convicted  criminals,  in  solitary  imprisonment  at  labor  j  and 
to  enable  them  the  more  effectually  to  perform  the  duties  now  enjoined,  all  the  ri^ht.<;, 
powers,  and  privileges  heretofore  given  to  the  commissioners  for  building  said  Penitontiary, 
are  hereby  transferred  to,  and  vested  in,  the  said  inspectors  :  Provided  however,  That 
nothing  herein  contained  shall  divest  the  said  board  of  commissioners  of  any  right  or  power 
that  it  may  be  necessary  for  them  to  retain,  in  order  to  arrange  and  settle  any  of  their 
former  engagements  and  transactions  as  to  real  estate  or  otherwise  ;  and  they  are  hereby 
authorized  and  directed,  after  the  final  settlement  of  their  accounts,  to  pay  over  any  balance 
that  may  remain  in  their  hands,  to  the  board  of  inspectors  of  the  Easteni  state  Penitentieu-y, 
to  be  applied  in  the  erection  and  furnishing  of  cells  hereby  directed  to  be  built. 

Sect.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  for  the  purpose  of 
defraying  the  expense  of  erecting  said  buildings,  the  county  commissioners  of  the  county 
of  Philadelphia  be,  and  they  hereby  are,  authorized  to  loan,  out  of  the  county  funds  of  said 
county,  to  the  aforesaid  inspectors,  one  hundred  and  twenty  thousand  dollars,  in  such  sums 
and  at  such  times  as  the  said  inspectors  may  require  the  same,  for  the  purpose  aforesaid  j 
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New  County  Prison  in  Philadelphia. — Provision  has  been  made  by- 
law, and  authority  given  to  raise  one  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dol- 
lars, for  the  purpose  of  erecting  a  new  county  Prison  in  the  city  of 
Philadelphia,  on  the  plan  of  solitary  confinement ;  said  Prison,  when 
finished,  to  contain  three  hundred  dormitories,  and  to  receive  all  per- 
sons now  sent  to  the  Walnut  street  Prison  for  less  than  one  year,  and 
all  persons  from  the  Arch  street  Prison  ;  so  that  these  nurseries  of  crime, 
and  places  of  unutterable  abomination,  may  be  broken  up.* 

for  the  amount  of  which  said  sums  of  money  loaned  as  aforesaid,  certificates  of  state  stock, 
in  proper  form,  shall  be  issued  to  the  county  commissionei-s  of  the  county  of  Philadelphia, 
for  the  use  of  the  said  county;  which  said  stock  shall  be  transferable  in  the  same  manner 
as  other  state  stock,  and,  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  January,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  thirty-four,  and  not  before,  shall  bear  an  interest  of  five  percent,  per  annum, 
payable  half  yearly,  and  be  redeemable  thirty  years  after  the  pa.ssage  of  this  act ;  and  the 
.•^aid  county  commisslonei-s  are  hereby  authorized  to  raise  the  aforesaid  sum  of  one  hundred 
and  twenty  thousand  dollars,  by  loan,  in  any  mode  or  manner  in  which  money  for  the  ordi- 
nary purposes  and  expenses  of  said  county,  may  by  law  be  raised  or  obtained. 

Sect.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  tlic  authority  aforesaid,  That  every  person  who 
shall  be  convicted,  in  any  court  in  the  Eastern  District  of  this  commonwealth,  of  any 
crime  committed  after  the  first  da^-  of  May  ne.\t,  whose  punishment  under  the  present  exist- 
ing laws,  would  be  imprisonment  ni  the  Jail  and  Penitentiary  house  of  Philadelphia  for  one 
year,  or  any  term  exceeding  one  year,  shall  be  sentenced  by  the  proper  court  to  suffer 
punishment  by  separate  or  solitary  confinement  at  labor  in  the  state  Penitentiary  for  the 
Eastern  District,  for  such  times  respectively,  as  the  provisions  of  the  aforesaid  laws  now 
authorize  and  direct  such  convicte<l  criminals  to  be  sentenced  to  be  confined  in  the  afore- 
said Jail  and  Penitentiary  house  of  Philadelphia  ;  and  the  pci-sons  so  sentenced  as  aforesaid, 
while  confined  in  the  said  state  Penitentiary,  shall  be  treated  in  all  respects,  in  the  manner 
which  the  act,  entitled  "  A  further  supplement  to  an  act,  entitled  an  act  to  reform  the  Penal 
Laws  of  this  commonweallli,''  approved  the  twenty-third  day  of  April,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  twenty-nine,  directs  that  persons  convicted  under  ih.e  provisions  thereof,  shall 
be  treated  during  their  imprisonment  in  the  said  state  Penitentiary. 

Sect.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  Thai  over)' person  who 
shall  be  convicted  in  any  court  in  the  Eaftern  District  of  this  commonwealth,  of  any  crime 
committed  after  the  first  day  of  May  next,  whose  punishment,  under  the  present  existing 
laws,  would  be  imprisonment  in  the  Jail  and  Penitentiary  house  of  Philadelphia  for  any 
term  less  than  one  year,  shall  be  sentenced  by  the  proper  court  to  receive  liis  or  her  punish- 
ment in  the  county  Jail  of  the  prnper  county. 

Sect.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  criminals,  sentenced 
as  directed  in  and  by  the  third  section  of  this  act,  shall  be  removed  to  the  aforesaid  state 
Penitentiary  at  the  expense  of  the  proper  county ;  subject,  nevertheless,  to  be  detained  and 
confined  in  the  Jail  and  Penitentiary  house  oY  Philadelphia,  until  a  sufficient  number  of 
cells  shall  be  finished  in  the  said  slate  Penitentiary,  to  enable  the  inspectors  tliereof  con- 
veniently to  receive  the  said  criminals. 

Sect.  G.  And  he  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,,  That  the  inspectors  of  the 
Jail  and  Penitentiary,  on  the  first  Monday  in  April,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty- 
throe,  or  as  scon  thereafter  as  conveniently  may  be,  shall  remove  all  the  convicted  criminals 
who  may  then  remain  in  said  Jail  and  Pe'nitenliary,  to  the  aforesaid  state  Penitentiary  for 
the  Eastern  District,  there  to  be  imprisoned,  kept,  and  punished,  according  to  law  and  their 
several  sentences,  until  duly  discharged  :  Provided,  'I'hc  said  state  Penitentiary  shall  bo 
prepared  for  the  reception  of  said  prisoners,  as  hereinbefore  provided  for. 

FREDERICK  SMITH,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  RcpreseiUaiiv^s . 
WM.  G.  HAWKINS,  Speaker  of  the  Senate. 

Approved,  the  twenty-eighth  day  of  March,  A.  D.  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
thirty-one.  GEORGE  WOLF. 

*  AN  ACT  to  provide  for  the  Erection  of  a  New  Prison  and  a  Debtors'  Apartment  within 
the  City  and  County  of  Philadelphia,  and  for  the  Sale  of  the  County  Prison  in  Walnut  Street, 
in  said  CiXy. 

Sect.  L  Be  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  of  the  Common- 
wealth of  Pennsylvania  in  General  Assembly  met,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  authority 
of  the  same,  That  a  Prison  for  the  city  and  county  of  Philadclj)hia.  caj)able  of  holding  at 
least  three  liundred  prisoners,  on  the  principle  of  the  separate  confinement  of  the  prisoners, 
'hall  be  erected  at  such  place  within  the  city  or  county  of  Philadelphia,  as  the  commissiou- 
ers,  hereinafter  mentioned,  shall  fix  and  appoint,  to  be  called  the  Prison  of  the  city  and 
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MARYLAND. 

Imprisonment  for  Deht. — A  law  was  passed,  at  the  last  session  of  the 
legislature,  exempting  all  persons,  who  have  resided  in  the  state  four 
months,  from  imprisonment,  when  the  debt  shall  not  exceed  $30. 
There  were  imprisoned  in  the  city  of  Baltirxaore,  alone,  for  less  than 
^20  each,  during  the  year  1829,  seven  hundred  and  twelve  persons. 

county  of  Philadelphia,  the  expense  whereof  shall  be  defrayed  m  the  manner  and  out  of  the 
lunds  hereinafler  provided. 

Sect.  2.  And  be  it  further  enact td  by  the  autliority  aforesaid,  That  immediately  after 
the  passing  of  (his  act,  the  court  of  common  pleas  of  the  county  of  Philadelphia,  and  the 
mayor's  court  of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  shall  each  appoint  three  respectable  citizens, 
residing  in  the  citj-  or  county  aforesaid,  to  be  commissioners  for  the  erection  of  said  Prison, 
whose  duty  it  shall  be,  to  select  and  purchase  a  suitable  site,  within  the  city  or  county  of 
Philadelphia,  for  the  same,  the  title  whereof  shall  be  Aested  in  the  county  of  Philadelphia  } 
to  make  aJl  necessary  co.itracts  for  the  building  of  the  said  Prison,  taking  good  security  in 
the  name  of  the  said  commissioners,  for  the  faithful  pertbn-nance  of  the  said  work,  in  a  good 
and  workmanlike  manner:  aud  in  case  of  the  death  or  resignation  of  any  of  the  said  com- 
missioners, before  the  completion  of  their  trust,  the  said  courts  shall  respectively  appoint 
suitable  persons  to  fill  the  vacancy,  according  as  the  same  n<3y  occiu-. 

Sect.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  Prison  aforesaid, 
.shall  be  constructed  on  such  plan  as  liie  said  commissioners,  or  a  majority  of  them,  may 
adopt :  Provided  ahoays.  That  the  principle  of  the  separate  confinement  of  the  prisoners 
be  preserved  and  maintained. 

Sect.  4.  And-  be  jt  further  enacted  b7j  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  it  shall  and  may  be 
■  j;^v^ul  to  and  for  tiie  said  commissloiiers  to  borrow,  from  any  person  or  persons,  bodie.? 
j.olitic  or  corporate,  such  sum  or  sums  of  money,  not  exceeding  in  the  whole  the  sum  of 
<ine  hundred  and  fifty  thoiisaad  dollars,  at  such  times  as  they  may  think  proper,  as  may  be 
ucc6ssary  to  defray  the  expenses  of  erecting  the  said  Prison  ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of 
the  said  commissioners  to  issue  a  certificate  or  certifica.'.es,  under  their  hands,  to  the  londci's, 
111  sums  not  less  than  one  Inuidred  dollare  each,  lor  tiie  pa\nn8nt  of  the  sum  lent,  with  in- 
terest, not  exceeding  five  per  centum  per  annum,  payable  half-yecirly ;  which  certificates  shall 
be  entered  in  ci  book  to  i^e  kept  for  that  purpose,  and  shall  be  severally  transferable  by  tlic 
lenders  or  their  legal  attorney,  executors,  administrators,  or  assigns,  by  endorsement  there- 
of, at  the  office  of  the  commissioners,  and  in  the  presence  of  one  of  tliem.  or  such  officer  as 
ihey  may  appoint  for  that  purpose  ;  and  for  the  security  of  the  persons  who  may  become 
I'.oldcrs  of  the  loans  hereby  authorized,  the  Jail  and  Penitentiary  house  of  Philadelphia, 
commonly  called  the  Walnut  street  Prison,  and  the  Prune  street  Apartment,  and  the  lots  of 
ground  on  which  they  are  erected,  bounded  by  Walnut,  Sixth,  and  Prune  streets,  in  said 
city,  shall  be,  and  are  hereby  specifically  pledged ;  and  the  said  loans  shall  be  paid  off  out 
<if  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  the  said  Walnut  street  Prison  and  Prmie  street  Apartment, 
and  the  lots  thereunto  belonging,  as  is  hereinafter  provided. 

Sect.  5.'  A?id  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  the  commissioners  of  the  county  of  Philadelphia,  to  provide  from  time  to  time,  and  pay 
over  to  the  said  commissioners,  sufficient  sums  of  m.oney  to  meet  the  interest  which  may 
become  due  half-yearly  on  said  loans ;  and  for  that  purpose,  they  arc  hereby  authorized 
I'.tid  required  to  raise  money  in  any  mode  or  manner  in  wliich  money  for  the  ordinary  pur- 
|:oses  ajid  expenses  of  said  county  may  by  law  be  raised  or  obtained. 

Sy.ct.  G.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  it  slmll  be  the  duty 
of  the  said  commissioners  to  select  and  purchase  a  suitable  site  in  the  city  or  county  of 
Philadelphia,  iind  erect  thereon  a  building  to  be  called  the  Debtors'  Apartment  of  the  city 
and  county  of  Philadelphia,  the  title  to  be  vested  in  the  county  of  Philadelphia ;  and  tlio 
txpe*nso  of  creeling  the  same  shall  be  provided  for  and  defrayed  by  the  county  commis - 
sioners  of  said  county,  on  warrants  drawn  on  them  by  the  commissioners  for  building  the 
said  Prison ;  and  the  said  county  commissioners  are  hereby  authorized  to  raise  the  money 
necessary  therefor,  in  any  mode  or  manner  in  which  money  for  the  ordinarj^  purposes  and 
expenses  of  said  county  may  by  lav/  be  niised  or  obtained. 

Skct.  7.  And  be  itj'urth'er  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  so  soon  as  the  said 
new  county  Prison  and  Debtors'  Apartment  shall  be  erected  and  prepared  for  the  reception 
of  prisoners,  it  sha^U  be  the  duty  of  the  inspectors  of  the*  Prison  of  the  city  and  county  of 
Philadelphia,  to  take  charge  of  the  same,  and  to  remove,  or  cause  to  be  removed  thereto, 
all  persons  who  may  then  be  confined  in  the  Prison  on  Arch  street  in  the  said  city ;  and 
the  officers  who  have  then  in  charge  the  debtors  and  persons  conlined  as  witnesses  to  be 
removed  to  tiie  Debtors'  Apartment,  and  the  others,  to  theinew  Prison  of  the  city  and  county 
aforesaid  ;  a.nd  .'iucii  provisioii  shall  be  made  in  the  arrangements  of  the  said  Debtors'  A  pari  • 
raent,  as  that  pe:-aGns  confined  as  v/iui';s;;.es  shall  have  no  communication  with  debtors  ;  aad 
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The  law  of  the  last  session  will  probably  save  from  imprisonment,  in  a 
single  year,  not  less  than  twelve  hundred  persons,  in  the  state  of  Mary- 
land. This  law  is  contained  in  a  single  section,  and  expressed  in  a  fe"w 
words  of  obvious  meaning;  and  will,  in  all  probability,  prove  a  more 
effectual  remedy  for  the  great  evils  of  imprisonment,  than  some  of  the 
laws  of  other  states  of  many  sections,  of  similar  import,  but  of  doubtful 
and  difficult  interpretation  and  easy  evasion. 

thenceforth,  all  persons  who,  by  the  existing  laws  of  this  commonwealth,  are  liable  to  be 
confined  in  the  Arch  street  Prison,  as  also  all  persons  who  may  be  confined  for  debts  or  as 
witnesses,  shall  be  respectively  sent  to  the  new  Prison  of  the  city  and  county  of  Phila- 
delphia, and  the  Debtors'  Apartment,  there  to  be  kept,  treated,  and  "^ovemed,  according  to 
sucli  rules  and  regulations  as  the  said  inspectors,  who  have  the  charge  thereof,  with  the 
approbation  of  the  court  of  common  pleais  and  quarter  sessions  of  said  county,  and  the  may- 
or's court  of  said  city,  may  from  time  to  time  ordain  and  establish :  Provided  always. 
That  the  same  be  not  inconsistent  with,  or  contrary  to,  the  constitution  and  laws  of  this 
commonwealth,  and  the  provisions  of  this  act. 

Sfxt.  S.  A7ul  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  every  person  who 
shall  be  convicted,  after  the  completion  of  said  new  Prison,  in  any  court  of  criminal  juris- 
diction in  the  city  or  county  of  Philadelphia,  of  any  crime,  the  punishment  of  which  would 
be  imprisonment  in  the  Jail  and  Penitentiary  house  of  Philadelphia,  for  a  period  of  time 
under  one  year,  shall  be  sentenced  by  the  proper  court  to  suffer  punishment  in  the  new 
Prison  aforesaid,  by  separate  confinement  at  labor  for  and  during  the  term  of  their  sentence, 
and  shall  be  fe(\.  clothed  and  treated  as  nearly  as  may  be  practicable,  in  the  same  manner 
as  is  provided  by  law  in  relation  to  persons  confined  in  the  Eastern  state  Penitentiary,  in 
solitary  confinement  at  labor. 

StCT.  y.  And  be  it  further  ciiacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  commissioners 
appointed  under  the  provisions  of  this  act  for  erecting  the  new  Prison  aforesaid,  be  and 
they  are  authorized  to  grant,  bargain,  and  sell  the  Jail  emd  Penitentiary  house  of  Philadel- 
phia, commonly  called  the  Walnut  street  Prison  and  Prune  street  Apartment,  together  with 
their  lots  of  ground  whereon  the  same  are  erected,  bounded  by  Walnut,  Sixth,  aaid  Prune 
streets,  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  altogether,  or  in  parts  or  parcels,  at  such  time  or  times, 
and  upon  such  terms  and  conditions,  as  they,  or  a  majority  of  them,  may  determine ;  to 
make  and  execute  a  good  and  sufficient  deed  or  deeds  for  the  same,  conveying  a  fee  simple 
to  the  purchaser  or  purchasers  :  Provided.  That  the  said  Prison  shall  remain  in  its  present 
state  until  the  prisoners  shall  be  removed  therefrom  to  the  new  Penitentiary  for  the  Eastern 
District,  in  such  manner  as  shall  be  provided  for  by  law. 

Sect.  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty 
of  the  said  commissioners  for  erecting  said  Prison,  aiid  they  are  hereby  required,  as  soon 
as  they  receive  the  moneys  arising  from  the  sale  of  the  said  Walnut  street  Prison  and 
Prune  street  Apartment,  and  the  lots  thereunto  belonging,  to  pay  off  Euid  discharge  the  Ioan.s 
they  may  have  obtained  under  the  provisions  of  the  fourth  section  of  this  act,  and  all  othci- 
debts  by  them  contracted  in  relation  to  their  duties,  and  to  pay  the  residue  to  the  commis- 
sioners, who  are  hereby  authorized  to  apply  the  same  to  the  ordinary  purposes  of  said 
county. 

Sect.  11.  And  be  it  furtlier  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  said  commis- 
sioners shall  not  be  entitled  to  any  compensation  for  their  services,  nor  shall  it  be  lawful  for 
them  or  either  of  them  to  be  concerned  as  principals,  agents,  or  otherwise,  in  any  contracts 
connected  with  the  building  of  said  Prison  or  Debtors  Apartment,  or  derive  any  profit  or 
advantage  from  the  same ;  but  they  are  authorized  to  employ  a  clerk,  whose  duty  it  shall 
be  to  take  care  of  the  books  and  papers,  and  jK}rform  such  other  duties  as  may  be  directed 
by  them  ;  which  clerk  shall  receive  (or  his  services,  such  compensation  as  the  commissioners 
may  direct,  not  exceeding  six  hundred  dollEws  per  eumum,  payable  out  of  the  moneys  to  be 
raised  by  losui  under  the  provisions  of  this  act ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  said  commissioners, 
to  submit  their  accounts  annually  to  the  auditors  of  the  county  of  I'hiladelphia,  who  are  to 
examine  and  report  them  as  is  provided  by  law  in  relation  to  the  accounts  of  the  county 
commissioners. 

Sect.  12.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  aforesaid,  That  the  commissioners 
aforesaid,  previous  to  making  any  contract  for  buildmg"  the  said  Prison,  or  for  furnishing 
materials  tor  the  same,  shall  hrst  give  notice,  by  public  advertisement,  in  two  or  more  of  the 
daily  papers,  and  continue  the  same  at  least  three  weeks,  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  tho 
said  materials  on  the  most  economical  terms. 

FREDERICK  SMITH,  Speaker  of  the  Hoztse  of  RijrresentatioeK. 
WM.  G.  HAWKINS,  Speaker  of  the  Senate. 

Approved,  the  thirtieth  day  of  March,  A.  D.  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty -obc. 

GEORGE  WOLF. 

G2 


5<H  PRisars'  discipline  society.  73 

.  Penitentiary  in  Baltimore. — Tiic  now  building  for  the  accommodation 
of  nearly  400  convicts  in  separate  ceils  is  occupied,  the  discipline  im- 
proved, and  the  earnings  of  the  convicts  exceed  all  expenses  of  their 
support.  The  amount  of  earnings  above  the  expenses  of  the  establish- 
ment are  thus  stated  by  the  directors  in  their  annual  report : — "  This 
document  presents  a  nett  gain  for  the  nine  months  comprising  the  scr- 
rice  of  the  present  board,  of  $9,639  66,  (or,  inclusive  of  the  annual 
iTistalmcnt  on  the  loan  of  1S22,  of  .'^iO,6S9  (Mi.)"  A  loss  of  stock  of 
$5,322  72  in  the  first  quarter,  deducted  from  the  last  sum,  leaves 
•55,316  94,  the  gain  of  the  whole  year,  after  defraying  the  ordinary 
expenses  for  the  salaries  of  the  officers,  maintenance  of  the  convicts, 
payments  of  interest  on  loans,  ^c.  &c. 

The  new  board  of  directors  have  introduced  the  businesa  of  weaving 
woollen  goods,  in  the  female  department,  for  tiie  purpose  of  affording 
fall  occupation  to  the  women.     The  board  say  also,  that, 

"They  have  not  neglected  the  primary  object  of  the  insiitution:,  the  reformation 
e-t  criminaia.  They  have  devoted  strict  attention  to  regulations  for  the  improve- 
ment of  discipline,  and  have  been  gratified  by  a  happy  coincidence  of  their  results 
■with  their  own  anticipations. 

"  The  fact,  confirmed  by  the  v/holo  hisiory  cf  crime,  that  neglect  of  education  in 
it3  relations  to  mc?)tal  cultivation  and  the  mean?  of  procuring  honest  subsistence,  is 
among  the  most  fruitful  sources  of  vice,  early  impressed  upon  the  board  the  pro- 
priety of  a  general  system  of  instruction,  v/hich  might  comprehend  the  whole  mzsi 
oi'  the  convicts.  They  accordingly  caused  them  to  be  arranged  into  classes,  suit- 
ably organized  in  regard  to  capacity,  to  be  provided  with  teachers  selected  from 
among  the  most  intelligent  of  the  convicts,  and  furnished  with  the  necessary  books 
and  means  of  general  education  in  various  departments  appropriate  to  their  respec- 
tive talents.  They  assigned  to  them  the  upper  story  of  the  v,'estem  wing  a^  a  school 
room,  where  they  shor.Id  assemble  every  Sabbath  day,  and  devote  all  parts  of  it  not 
employed  in  the  uaual  religious  exercises,  to  the  pursuit  of  various  useful  attcin - 
ments.  The  who;e  boiRg  under  the  superintendence  of  the  keeper  and  other  of 
the  ofiicers,  the  utmost  order  and  decorum  prevail,  and  the  steadiness  and  care  with 
v/hich  the  object  has  been  pursued,  have  resulted  in  corresponding  improvement 

"  The  advantages  of  this  regulation  are  not  confined  to  the  intellectual  benefitiJ 
derived  from  it  by  the  convicts,  but  are  evinced  in  an  entire  destruction  of  the  im- 
proper indulgences  and  corrupt  association,  to  which  exemption  from  labor  formerly 
afforded  them  more  opportunity  on  Sunday  than  any  other. 

"  The  moral  improvement  of  the  culprit,  and  not  the  vengen^nce  of  the  law,  is 
the  grand  object  of  Prison  discipline,  to  accomplish  which  end  at  the  least  possible 
expense  to  the  state,  is  the  great  desideratum.  The  experience  of  this  institution 
amply  proves,  that  the  prisoners  can  he  ijo  employed  as  to  defray  the  expenses  of 
the  estabiishment;  and  it  has  recently  been  ascertained,  that,  after  performing  an 
amount  of  labor  commensurate  with  the  cost  of  their  support,  there  are  large  por- 
tiom  of  time,  which  must  remain  unemployed,  or  very  ili-employed,  unless  properly 
directed  to  pursuit^.,  which  will  increase  ttic  intellectual  powers,  and  thus  prevent 
the  mind  from  singeing  into  apathy,  and  cherishing  the  perverted  conception?  already 
c'::sting.  Tiie  experiment,  although  imperfectly  tried,  warrants  the  assertion,  that 
convicts  are  not  only  capable  of  intellectual  t  ulture,  hut  that  they  gladly  resort  to 
the  means  of  instruction,  as  a  relief  from  corroding  reflections ;  and  that  this  diversity 
of  employment,  so  far  from  infringing  upon  the  amount  of  labor,  gives  them  mere 
alacrity,  and  consequently  incite-  to  greater  industry  ;  that  since  the  institution  of 
our  school,  there  has  been  less  vice  and  immorality,  and  that  the  aspect  of  the  pris- 
oners is  greatly  improved  ;  the  dark  scowl  of  despondency  or  desperation  having 
changed  into  Ihc  more  confiding  look  of  hope,  and  the  more  cheerful  expression 
cf  contented  employment.  There  are  now  few  blank,  vacant  visages;  all  exhibit 
the  marks  of  active  thought.  We  are  confident,  that  the  only  p^an  for  effectuating 
the  designs  of  penal  law,  is  to  biend  productive  labor  with  useful  education." 

The  crime,  the  sex,  the  color,  the  nativity,  the  lengtii  of  sentence. 
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the  number  discharged  by  expiration  of  sentence  and  pardon,  tiie 
number  of  deaths,  and  the  increase  of  convicts,  are  stated  in  the  note 
below.* 

House  of  Refuge  in  Baltimore. — An  act  of  incorporation  has  been 
obtained  from  the  legisl.iture  for  this  institution,  and  its  prospects  in  . 
regard  to  funds,  and  its  hold  upon  the  public  mind  are  such,  that  great 
expectations  arc  cherished  of  its  speedy  establishment,  and  its  ultimate 
success. 

DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA. 

Ncxc  Penitentiary. — It  is  finished,  and  ready  to  be  occupied. 

VIRGINIA. 

Penitentiary  in  Richmonel. — Governor  Floyd  says  in  his  message  of 
December  9,  that  "  By  reference  to  the  report  of  the  superintendent  of 
the  Penitentiary,  herewith  communicated,  the  condition  of  that  Prisorr 
■will  be  found  to  be  much  improved;  and  so  far  as  subsequent  convic- 
tions warrant  the  belief,  the  late  enactments  have,  aided  by  the  new 
arrangement,  contributed  much  to  the  suppression  of  vice  throughout 
the  state.  For  the  arrangement,  the  neatness,  and  internal  manage- 
ment of  the  institution,  much  is  due  to  the  superintendent,  whose  ability, 
attention,  and  judgment,  deserve  the  highest  commendation." 

GEORGIA. 

Pcmicntiary  at  Blillcdgcvillc. — Provision  was  made  by  law  at  the  Ia?t 
session  of  the  legislature  for  the  erection  of  as  many  solitary  cells  as 
there  are  convicts.  The  crovernor  savs  in"  his  laFl  mcssafje,  "  Muci* 
u.seful  information  has  been  collected  and  published  by  the  Prison  Disci- 
pline Society  of  Boston.  It  might  be  useful  to  direct  the  purchase  of  a 
considerable  number  of  its  Reports."' 

TENNESSEE. 

The  Nc-p  Pcniiaitiary  cd  Na.^hviUc  is  finished  and  occupied.  It  i.s 
built  on  the  general  plan  of  the  Prisons  at  Auburn  and  Wethersfield. 

*  For  stealing,  90  ;  for  felony,  C ;  for  murder,  2  ;  for  murder  in  the  second  dcgroe,  I  ; 
for  assault  with  intent  to  murder,  and  brooking  cut  and  cscapin;^  from  the  Pcnitenuary,  2  ; 
for  assault  with  intent  to  murder,  1  ;  for  manslaughter.  2  ;  for  house-breaking,  1  ;  for  horse- 
stealing, 4  •,  for  assault  with  intent  to  rob,  2  ;  for  assault  and  battery,  1  ;  for  attempt  to  com- 
mit rape,  1 ;  for  receiving  stolen  goods,  1  ;  for  enticing  slaves  to  run  away,  1. 

Whole  numlier  committed,  1 17  }  of  whom  58  were  white  males,  1  white  female ;  43  black 
males,  and  15  black  fon^.alcs. 

Of  the  whole  niiml)cr  committed,  102  were  Americans,  and  15  foreigners.  Of  the  Ameri- 
cans. o3  were  from  Maryland. 

Of  the  sentences,  sixty  were  fcr  2  years  ;  seven  for  3  years;  seven  for  4  yeas-s  ;  twenty- 
eight  for  5  years  ;  s;\-  for  G  years  ;  four  for  7  yezu-s ;  one  for  8  years  ;  two  for  10  years  ;  one 
for  15  vears  ;  and  one  for  2o  years. 

Of  the  whole  number,  75  were  discharged  by  expiration  of  .sentence  ;  15  by  pardon  ;  an<l 
13  by  ('.cat!:.  The  number  of  prisoners  at  the  commeneemcnt  of  tl>e  year,  was  356  j  aU  thtj 
close  of  the  year,  370. 

43 
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KENTUCKY. 

Imprisonment  for  Debt. — It  has  been  abolished  in  Kentucky  for  nine 
years,  and  the  practical  men  acquainted  with  the  former  and  present 
systems,  so  far  as  we  have  been  able  to  learn  their  opinion,  greatly  pre- 
fer the  latter,  and  we  hear  nothing  of  the  slightest  movement  in  the 
public  mind  towards  a  return  to  the  former  system. 

State  Prison  at  Frankfort. — This  institution  is  managed  in  a  man- 
ner peculiar  to  itself  The  keeper,  Joel  Scott,  takes  it  of  the  state  for  a 
term  of  years,  and  in  his  contract  agrees  to  support  it,  on  condition  of 
receiving  the  proceeds  of  the  labor  of  the  convicts,  and  binding  himself 
to  pay  to  the  state  one  half  of  the  excess  of  the  income  above  the  ex- 
penses. In  five  years  he  has  made,  according  to  his  statement,  several 
thousand  dollars  for  the  state  and  himself  A  committee  of  the  legisla- 
ture examined  the  institution,  during  the  last  session  of  the  legislature, 
and  made  a  favorable  report,  both  in  regard  to  its  finances  and  discipline. 
They  found  a  balance  to  the  credit  of  the  institution  of  $44,227  79;  and 
they  say,  "  The  institution  is  at  this  time  in  a  prosperous  condition,  and 
doing  remarkably  well ;  the  profit  as  reported  is  much  larger  than  our  most 
sanguine  expectations ;  and  the  institution  is  managed  in  that  prompt 
and  energetic  manner,  which  must  ensure  success  and  profit  to  the  state, 
if  not  the  benevolent  purposes  for  which  it  v/as  originally  instituted.  The 
morals  and  education  of  the  convicts  appear  to  be  under  the  peculiar 
care  of  the  keeper ;  he  has  in  his  employ  persons  who  teach  them,  regu- 
larly, on  each  Sabbath  day,  the  great  and  leading  principles  of  educa- 
tion, morality,  and  religion ;  and,  indeed,  every  thing  that  can  render 
such  miserable  creatures  comfortable  or  happy,  is  done  by  the  keeper." 
The  keeper  mentions  in  his  report,  accompanying  the  report  of  the 
committee,  the  prevalence  of  a  severe  sickness  in  the  Prison  during  the 
year,  and  the  urgent  necessity  of  having  a  hospital  in  case  of  another 
similar  occurrence.  We  give  several  extracts  from  his  report  in  the  note 
below,  showing  the  nature  and  extent  of  the  sickness  ;  the  diminution 
in  the  whole  number  of  convicts ;  the  manner  in  which  those  who  re- 
main are  employed  ;  the  crimes  for  which  they  were  sentenced ;  the 
general  conduct  of  the  prisoners  ;  the  state  of  the  Sabbath  school ;  the 
unavailing  effort  to  obtain  sufficient  moral  and  religious  instruction ; 
and  the  removal  of  the  deputy  keeper,  to  be  the  principal  keeper  in  the 
new  Penitentiary  in  Tennessee.* 

*  "  The  fever  commenced  in  September,  and  prevailed  about  eighty  days,  during  which 
time  from  three  to  fourteen  prisoners  were  prostrate  at  once,  and  two  young-  men  fell  victims 
of  the  fever.  A  prisoner  about  seventy  years  old  has  died  of  a  lingering  decline.  Another, 
who  has  been  addicted  to  intemperance  in  the  use  of  intoxicating  liquors,  has  died  from  that 
cause.  A  negro  man,  who  had  long  been  afflicted  with  a  disease  of  the  liver  and  kidneys, 
has  died,  after  being  confined  about  nine  months  ;  making  in  all,  five  deaths  since  my 
last  report.  In  conclusion  of  this  subject,  permit  me  to  say,  that  a  hospital  has  been  in 
great  demand  during  the  last  year,  particularly  during  the  prevalence  of  the  fever.  At 
present,  the  prisoners  are  all  well,  except  one  convalescent  man. 

"  Since  my  last  report,  forty-one  convicts  have  been  received  ;  the  sentences  of  thirty 
have  expired  ;  three  have  been  pardoned  ;  five  have  died ;  and  one  is  out  by  escaping.  In 
September  laist,  the  number  of  prisoners  wcis  one  hundred  and  three.  At  present  the  num- 
ber is  ninety-two. 

"  They  are  employed  about  as  follows  : — ten  bagging-spinners  ;  three  bagging-weavers  ; 
six  weaving  broadcloth,  jeans,  and  carpetings ;  one  sleigh-maker ;  one  brush-maker  j  sjk 
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ILLINOIS. 

The  New  Penitcnliary  in  Illinois  is  building  on  a  small  scale,  and 
on  the  general  plan  of  the  Prison  at  Auburn. 

OHIO. 

The  subject  of  building  a  new  Penitentiary  was  much  agitated,  during 
the  last  session  of  the  legislature  in  Ohio.  The  keeper  of  the  old  Prison 
at  Columbus  made  an  able  report  in  favor  of  it,  in  which  many  of  the 
evils  of  the  old  system  are  clearly  stated  as  the  results  of  his  own  expe- 
rience, and  much  of  the  important  information  in  regard  to  the  new 
Penitentiaries  in  the  Eastern  States  was  embodied.  We  give  copious 
extracts  from  this  report,  because  we  deem  it  important  to  preserve  a 
document  which  aflbrds  abundant  encouragement  to  the  state  of  Ohio 
to  build  a  new  Penitentiary,  and  equal  encouragement  to  the  Prison 
Discipline  Society  to  prosecute  its  object  as  in  years  past.* 

shoe-makers  ;  twelve  wa^on  and  ploiigii-mafccrs  ;  sixteen  biaeksmiilis  ;  five  chair-makers  ; 
two  coopers  ;  one  eiig'ineer  ;  one  lircnian  ;  one  miller  ;  ten  halters  ;  four  wool-cardei-s  ;  two 
wool-spnmers  ;  t\\ o  tloth-dresscrs  ;  six  stone-cutters  5  and  three  cooks.  The  prisoners  zx^ 
sometimes  sliilted  fiom  one  trade  to  another,  as  occasion  requires. 

••  During  the  last  two  years,  the  convictions  have  been,  for  felony  (the  particular 
otTence  not  being-  named  f,  8G  ;  for  horse-stealing,  14;  for  house-breaking^,  3 ;  for  steal- 
ing money,  G  ;  tor  swindling,  2 ;  for  manslaughter,  b ;  for  kidnapping,  1  5  for  passin«r 
counterfeii  money,  5;  for  house-burning,  2  ;  for  forgery,  2;  for  highway  robbery,  3  3  aiiti 
for  maiming,  1. 

'•  The  conduct  of  the  prisoners  has  been  so  good"  as  almost  entirely  to  supersede  the 
necessity  of  severe  corporeal  punishment.  I  have  caused  the  rules  of  the  Prison  to  bft 
printed,  and  have  had  a  copy  posted  up  in  every  cell,  in  order  that  the  prisoners  may  read 
them,  until  they  are  perfectly  understood. 

'*  As  to  the  Sabbath  school  for  the  prisoners,  I  found  that  the  benevolent  design  of  the 
uistitution  was  defeated,  and  that  it  was  impossible  to  do  any  good  with  all  the  prisoners 
confined  in  the  school  100m  at  once.  Therefore  I  held  a  council  \\\{\\  the  visiting  commit- 
tee, and  we  agreed  that  it  was  best  to  lock  up  those  wlio  were  old,  and  some  of  those  most 
advanced  in  learning.  At  this  lime  about  thirty  of  the  youngest  and  most  illiterate  are- 
attending  school,  some  of  them  highly  pleased,  and  kaniing  fast.  I  should  be  pleased  if  1 
could  inlorm  you  that  the  prisoners  had  been  well  supplied  with  religious  instruction  during 
the  last  year.  ?ily  eiibi'ts  to  obtain  preaching  so  fur  have  been  unsuccessful,  under  the 
present  regulations,  that  the  prisoners  have  not  heard  more  than  fifteen  or  twenty  sermons 
dui'ing  the  last  year.  In  remedy  of  this  defect,  I  hope  that  your  wisdom  will  devise  some 
plan,  with  which  I  shall  most  cheerfully  coOijerate, 

'•  Of  the  other  ofBcers  of  the  Penitentiary,  I  have  the  pleasure  to  say,  that  to  their  dili- 
gence and  skill,  the  cretlit  of  my  success  is  largely  to  be  ascribed.  I  have  to  regret  the  loss 
of  my  worUi}'^  assistant.  .Mr.  John  Mcintosh,  A\7io'has  accepted  the  office  of  keeper  of  tho 
Tennessee  Penitentiary," 

^  ••  Although  I  have  eliecled  some  changes,  which  su,'::ges1ed  themselves  to  me  as  being 
proper,  yet,  in  tl.'c  general  arrangement  and  prosecution  of  business,  1  have  been  com- 
|)elied  to  adhere  to  the  same  course  \^hich  had  been  pursued  by  my  predecessor.  And  I 
am  fully  convinced  that  an  unceasing  vigilance,  and  an  active  round  of  business  and  duty. 
can  cflect  no  radical  change  in  the  results  of  the  j.-resent  institution.  This  conviction  "is 
forced  upon  me,  )iot  only  from  perijcnal  experience  in  the  affairs  of  this,  but  from  an  exami- 
nation of  the  reports  of  other  Prisons,  of  similar  construction,  in  which  are  to  be  found  nearly 
the  same  general  outlines  of  managenionl. 

"  The  number  of  sick  constantly  in  the  hospital  from  the  first  of  March  until  the  latter  part 
of  August,  would  average  from  ten  to  twelve  ;  from  this  time  until  the  fire,  the  business  0} 
the  shops  became  greatly  inteirupted,  in  consequence  of  an  increase  of  sickness,  there 
being  from  thirty  to  forty  daily  in  the  hospital,  and  from  fifty  to  sixty  who  were  unable  to 
work. 

"  On  the  night  of  the  eighth  of  October,  a  fire  was  discovered  in  the  roof  of  one  of  the 
sho(5s  in  the  middle  yard  of  the  Prison.  Before  we  were  able  to  stop  the  fire,  nearlv  all  the 
shops  were  burnt  or  torn  down.  The  probabilitj'  is,  that  it  was  communicated  by  a  slow 
match,  that  had  been  well  timed,  and  set  by  some  of  the  prisoners. 
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We  liave  now  finished  the  notice  which  we  proposed  to  take  of  the 
progress,  during  the  last  year,  of  Prison  Discipline. 

In  view  of  what  has  been  done,  we  feel  grateful,  and  determined  to 
persevere. 

In  regard  to  Imprisonment  for  Debt,  by  the  laws  which  have  been 
passed  in  a  single  year,  in  all  probability,  from  twelve  to  fifteen 
THOUSAND  PERSONS  will  be  savcd  from  imprisonment  for  small  debts. 
By  these  laws,  personal  liberty,  public  morals,  and  common  humanity, 
are  in  some  measure  relieved ;  but  while  so  many  are  saved  from  im- 
prisonment, let  us  not  forget  the  far  greater  number  who  will  be  incar- 
cerated in  those  states  where  no  such  laws  have  been  passed,  and  where 
the  remedy  is  applied  only  in  a  small  degree. 

In  regard  to  our  State  Prisons,  we  can  now  begin  to  look  upon  many 
of  them  with  complacency,  as  places  of  separation  at  night,  supervision, 
sikncc,  order,  neatness,  hard  labor,  economy,  and  good  government ; 

"  If  I  had  been  clothed  with  authority,  I  am  persuaded  that  I  should  not  have  acted  with 
ft  due  regcird  to  the  interest  of  the  state,  in  causing- to  be  erected  permanent  shops  upon  the 
present  hmited  ground-work.  It  is  entirely  too  contracted  to  admit  of  buildings  sufficiently 
large,  for  even  the  present  number  of  prisoners  ;  it  is  therefore  evident  that  tne  increased, 
said  rapidly  increasing,  number  of  convicts,  requires  that  either  the  present  yard  be  extended, 
or  that  a  new  Prison  be  erected. 

''  Of  this  Prison  it  may  be  positively  asserted,  as  v.'c!!  rs  of  all  others  in  which  the  practice 
of  lodging  a  number  together  at  night  is  established,  that  reformation  is  impossible.  As 
soon  might  you  expect  to  turn  from  his  wanderings  an  unfortunate  youth,  by  introducing 
him  into  the  companionship  of  a  den  cf  thieves,  as  into  a  Penitentiary  in  which  opportunities 
for  social  intercourse,  either  by  day  or  night,  is  admitted.  The  old  offender  takes  delight 
in  relating  to  his  companions  his  cunning  devices,  his  daring  exploits,  and  his  hairbreadth 
escapes  ;  and  the  young,  ever  ready  to  seize  upon  the  marvellous,  rather  than  to  nurture 
wholesome  maxims,  commit  to  meinory  lessons  of  depravity,  as  the  foundation  of  their 
practice  and  future  destiny.  It  has  been  very  justly  observed,  that  '  our  Penitentiaries  are 
so  many  schools  of  vice.  They  are  so  many  seminaries  to  impart  lessons  and  maxims  cal- 
culated to  banish  legal  restraint,  moral  consideration,  pride  of  character,  and  self-regard. 
Thcv  have  their  watch-words,  their  technical  terms,  their  peculiar  language,  jjnd  their 
causes  and  objects  of  emulation.  Let  us  ask  any  sagacious  obsei-ver  of  human  nature,  ac- 
quainted with  the  internal  police  of  our  Prisons,  to  suggest  a  school  where  the  commitment 
of  the  most  pernicious  crimes  can  be  taught  with  the  most  etHect ;  could  he  select  a  plan  more 
fertile  in  the  most  pernicious  results,  than  the  indiscriminate  society  of  knaves  and  villains 
of  all  ages  and  degrees  of  guilt  ?'  •'  It  is  in  the  cells  that  every  right  principle  is  eradicated, 
iind  every  base  one  instilled.  They  are  r.urseries  of  crime  where  the  convict  is  furnished 
with  the  expedients  and  shifts  of  guilt,  and,  with  his  invention  sharpened,  he  is  let  loose  upon 
society  in  a  ten-fold  degree  a  more  daring,  desperate,  and  effective  villain  !' 

"  Of  the  reformatory  character  of  those  Prisons  in  which  solitary  confinement  at  night 
forms  a  part  of  the  sy;icm..  much  gratifying  intelligence  has  been  communicated.  In  rela- 
tion to  the  Auburn  Prison,  the  Prison  Discipline  Society  remark  :  •'  At  Aubuni  we  have  a 
more  beautilul  example  still,  of  what  may  be  done  by  proper  discipline  in  a  Prison  well 
constructed.  4t  is  not  possible  to  describe  the  pleasure  which  we  feel  in  contemplating  this 
noble  institution.  With  this  plan  of  building,  and  the  system  of  discipline  and  instruction 
introduced  at  Auburn,  the  great  evils  of  the  Penitentiary  system  are  remedied.'  A  com- 
parative advantage  of  the  new  Prisons,  or  those  of  solitary  confinement  at  night,  with  rigid 
discipline  and  hard  labor  during  the  day,  over  those  conducted  upon  the  old  plan,  may  Ix; 
seen  in  a  brief  reference  to  the  recommitment*.  They  are,  *  in  the  New  York  Penitentiary, 
almost  one  to  two  ;  in  the  state  Prison  in  New  York  city,  almost  one  to  four ;  in  Philadel- 
phia Penitentiary,  in  1817,  more  than  one  to  three  ;  in  the  New  Hampshire  and  Auburn 
Penitentiaries,  the  recommitments  are  less  than  one  to  twenty.  Li  New  York  city,  they 
boast  of  having  one  or  more  prisoners  Iroin  Auburn  ;  and  a  police  officer  in  the  vicinity, 
testifies  that  they  do  not  get  one  from  Auburn,  where  they  get  ten  from  other  Prisons.'  Of 
ihe  one  hundred' and  sixty-five  convicts  in  the  Ohio  Penitentiary,  fifteen  have  been  recom- 
mitted ;  and  wc  have  heard  of  from  fifteen  to  twenty,  who  have  left  this  Prison,  being  in  the 
Indiana,  Kentucky,  Virginia,  and  Pittsburg  Prisons.  In  1827,  the  Auburn  Prison  contained 
five  hundred  and  seventy  convicts,  of  whom  only  seventeen  were  in  a  second  time. 

•'  There  can  be  no  doubt,  but  that  the  instilling  of  moral  and  religious  sentiments  into  the 
minds  of  Prisoners,  during  the  hours  of  relaxation  from  labor  is,  under  favorable  circum- 
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and,  connected  with  all  tliese  improvements,  we  sec,  in  each  of  the  re- 
formed  Prisons,  the  Bible,  the  resident  chaplain,  the  chapel,  the  Sabbath 
school,  the  private  admonition,  counsel  and  instruction  ;  in  one  word,  in 
some  good  degree,  what  we  may  suppo^-e  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ  would 
require  a  community,  calling  itself  Christian,  to  make  its  Prisons. 

In  regard  to  Houses  of  lief ugc  for  Juvenile  Delinquents,  our  country 
has  given  a  noble  example  to  other  nations.  The  Houses  of  Refuge  in 
Boston,  New  York,  and  Philadelphia,  have  constantly  under  their  pater- 
nal roofs  almost  five  hundred  youth  and  children.  How  incalculable 
must  be  the  good,  in  a  course  of  years,  resulting  from  this  most  noble 
charity  !  We  should  deem  it  an  object  worthy  of  a  life,  to  add  another 
to  the  number  of  these  institutions.  That  in  Baltimore  we  hope  soon 
to  see  in  operation. 

In  regard  to  our  County  Prisons,  little  or  nothing  has  been  done  in 
the  way  of  reform ;  and  we  freely  acknowledge,  that  we  have  no  heart 
to  pull  down  the  old  county  Prisons  and  build  greater,  while  the  princi- 

sUiDccs,  productive  of  perceptible  and  lasting  good.  Hard,  indeed,  must  be  the  heart  of 
that  man,  who,  in  his  gloomy  cell,  with  no  other  monitor  but  his  Bible  and  his  conscience, 
would  not  receive,  with  thankfulness,  the  visits  and  admonitions  of  a  pious  friend.  The 
worthy  individual  who,  for  some  time  past,  has  acted  in  a  ministerial  capacity  in  ihis  insti- 
t«ition,  still  continues  his  laudable  endeavors  to  impart  to  the  prisoners  beneficial  instruction. 
And  it  is  deeply  to  be  regretted,  that  the  zeal  which  he  evinces  in  the  cause  of  reformation, 
and  his  devout  endeavors  to  secure  to  his  unfortunate  auditors  an  eternal  welfare,  should 
not  be  accompanied  with  corresponding  good.  But  how  can  it  be  otherwise,  than  that  thai 
system  of  discipline  which  fails  to  restrain  men  in  their  evil  propensities  towards  the  com- 
munity, should  be  equally  inoperative  in  enforcing  upon  them  an  obedience  to  the  positive 
commands  of  their  God  ! 

"  The  number  of  prisoners  received  at  this  institution  during  the  past  year,  is  seventy- 
six  ;  the  average  length  of  whose  sentence  is  five  years,  and  for  the  prosecution  and  trans- 
portation of  whom,  there  has  been  drawn  from  the  treasury  seven  thousjuid  dollars.  At  the 
termination  of  the  coming  five  years,  there  will  be,  in  all  probability,  four  hundred  prisoilci-s, 
allowing  that  each  one  is  made  to  serve  out  the  full  period  of  his  sentence.  Of  this  number, 
only  one  hundred  could  be  kept  at  employ  in  the  present  Prison,  if  the  work-shops  were 
a^in  erected  to  their  full  size  ;  leaving  a  baleuice  of  three  hundred  men  to  be  schooled  in 
idleness  and  villany,  at  an  enomious  expanse  to  the  state. 

"  Will  it  be  said,  that,  to  avoid  the  evils  attending  a  crowded  state  of  the  prisoners,  the 
governor  will,  as  he  has  heretofore  been  compelled  to  do,  for  the  same  cause,  pardon  them? 
The  pardoning  power  has  been  so  exercised  as  to  limit  the  avcreige  sentence  to  less  thaui  two 
years.  Four  fifths  of  those  who  enter  the  Prison  are  destitute  of  trades.  For  the  seventy- 
six  prisoners  received  the  last  year,  as  has  been  before  observed,  W2is  paid  ^7,000.  Add 
to  this  sum  tlie  amount  necessary  for  the  payment  of  officers  ;  for  the  furnishing  of 
victuals,  clothes,  and  fuel  for  the  convicts  ;  and  every  thing  necessary  to  keep  them  in  em- 
ploy and  security;  compel  them  to  learn  trades,  at  which  they  shall  work  during  the  day 
only ;  pardon  them  at  the  expiration  of  two  years  3  and  what  amount  can  it  be  expected 
they  will  have  earned  for  the  state  ? 

"A  few  remarks  as  regards  the  pecuniary  affairs  of  the  Prisons  of  some  of  the  other 
states.  In  thirty-six  years  after  its  commencement,  the  Connecticut  Prison,  whose  number 
of  convicts  has  never  exceeded  one  hundred,  was  an  expense  to  the  state  of  ^'214,611  38  ; 
averadng  yearly  near  ^6,000.  '  In  1817,  '18,  and  '19,  the  average  expense  was  5*12,192 
annuallv.'  '  Li  the  state  Prison  in  New  York  city,  the  total  expense  to  the  state  in  twenty 
years,  trom  1803  to  1823,  was  ^'381, 302  32.'  '  In  five  different  years,  during  this  period, 
the  expenses  were  530,000  or  more,  each  year;  neariy  equal  to  the  annual  expense  of  the 
public  schools  in  Boston,  in  which  are  instructed  about  seven  thousand  children.'  The 
annual  expense  of  the  New  Jersey  state  Prison,  containing  an  average  of  seventy  prisoners, 
is  about  ;g4,000.  This  Prison  is  situated  a  mile  from  the  capital  of  the  state,  upon  the  Dela- 
v/are  river,  thirty  miles  from  Philadelphia ;  and  is  afforded  with  every  facility  to  procure 
raw  materials,  and  for  the  exportation  of  her  manufactured  articles.  Yet  of  this  Prison, 
the  governor  of  New  Jersey,  in  his  late  message,  remarks  :  '  It  is  greatly  to  be  feared  that  no 
ingenuity  or  effort  will  enable  the  establishment  to  support  itself  upon  the  present  plan.' 
'  In  the  old  countv  Prison  in  Philadelphia,  used  as  a  slate  Prison,  it  is  understood  that  the 
annual  expense  is' about  §30,000.'  The  old  Prison  at  Newgate  (Connecticut)  cost  the  state 
annually,  for  ten  years  previous  to  its  abandonment,  $ii,^0 ;  while  the  new  Prison  a*- 
Wethersfield  has  produced  ^3,220,.  for  the  last  year,  above  every  exi>euse — making  a  dif- 
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pal  cause  of  any  such  necessity  arises  from  the  fact,  that  about  three  to 
one  of  all  the  persons  committed  in  them  are  for  debt,  and  about  two 
thirds  of  these  are  for  debts  under  twenty  dollars,  and  from  one  half  to 
two  thirds  of  the  whole  number,  on  writ,  without  judge,  jury,  or  witness. 
The  country  at  large  does  not  appear  to  be  disposed  to  enlarge  its  county 
Prisons,  and  adopt  the  improved  principles  of  Prison  discipline,  viz.  soli- 
tary confinement,  rigid  discipline,  and  hard  labor,  and  this,  too,  at  a 
great  expense,  for  the  sake  of  persons  incarcerated  for  small  debts.  The 
public  opinion  of  the  country,  and  the  legislation  of  the  country,  so  far  as 
we  are  able  to  judge,  are  tending  to  a  different  result,  as  the  laws  of  tlie 
last  winter  sufficiently  prove.  As  soon,  therefore,  as  the  county  Prisons 
are  delivered  in  any  reasonable  measure  from  poor  debtors,  imprisoned 
for  small  sums,  especially  on  mesne  process,  we  shall  see  what  needs  to 
be  done  in  the  way  of  altering,  enlarging,  or  rebuilding  county  Prisons. 
But  it  appears  to  be  a  great  waste  to  expend  time  and  money  in  building 
new  and  large  county  Prisons,  for  the  accommodation  of  those,  many  of 

Terence  to  the  state  of  ^  1 1  ,G29  ;  wljich  in  three  years  wll  defray  the  w  hole  expense  of  i  uild- 
\ng  the  new  Prison.'  '  The  Prison  at  Auburn,  during-  the  last  year,  with  five  hundred  and 
seventy  inmates  at  its  close,  earned  for  the  state,  after  deducting- every  expense,  $3,oo6  97.' 

"  The  amount  dravi^n  from  the  treasury  for  the  support  of  the  Ohio  Penitentiary,  since  its 
establishment,  is  ^167,000;  the  institution  is  now  in  debt  54,000;  Avhich,  added  to  the  first 
sum,  makes  ^171,000,  with  which  the  institution  stands  charged.  As  an  offset  to  this 
charge,  may  be  placed  510,000  in  debts,  the  fall  amount  of  what  the  518,000,  due  the  insti- 
tution, is  actually  worth;  tools  and  machinery  to  the  amount  of  52,500;  raw  materials  on 
hand,  to  the  amount  of  52,800;  manufactured  articles,  55,000;  labor  on  the  canal,  55,000. 
The  aggregate  of  these  sums,  deducted  from  the  51'''lj000j  leaves  a  balance  against  the 
establishment  of  5145>'''00.  The  fifteen  years  which  the  Prison  has  been  in  operation, 
divided  into  the  whole  sum  which  stands  to  its  charge,  will  exhibit  an  annual  expenditure  of 
59,713  dollars.  The  difference  between  this  amount  and  the  \arious  reported  amounts,  is 
probal^ly  owing  to  the  difference  between  the  estimated  value  of  the  manufactured  articles, 
and  the  "prices  for  which  they  have  been  sold ;  and  to  the  improvements  which  have  been  made 
from  time  to  time,  not  being  taken  into  this  account,  as  the  establishment  cannot  be  con- 
sidered worth  more  now  than  at  its  beginning.  Are  there  any  v.ho  still  persist  in  the  belief 
that  the  Ohio  Penitentiary  can  be  made  to  support  itself?  Admit,  tor  a, moment,  th^t  the 
labor  of  each  prisoner  can  be  made  to  defray  the  costs  of  his  prosecution  and  delivery  at 
the  Prison,  and  all  the  expense  altendiiig  his  confinement,  can  the  one  hundred  who  are  kept 
in  employ,  be  expected  to  support,  in  addition  to  themselves,  tlie  sixty-five  who  must  be 
nourished  in  idleness  ?  It  will  be  discovered,  from  this  statement,  that  Ohio  has,  on  an 
average,  from  the  commencement  of  the  institution  until  the  present  time,  expended  nearly 
510,000  annually.  Admitting  that  crime  continues  to  increase  in  proportion  to  the  increase 
of  population,  w'e  must  expect  to  expend,  for  the  coming  five  or  ten  years,  from  ton  to 
fifteen  thousand  dollars,  eacli  year,  for  support,  repairs,  tScc.  The  question  that  will  suggest 
itself  to  the  consideration  of  your  honorable  body,  is.  Will  it  be  policy  for  Ohio  to  con- 
tinue to  expend  this  sum  for  the  support  of  an  institution,  that  evidently  tends  to  make  a 
great  portion  of  our  convicts  worse  men  than  they  were  at  the  time  of  entering  the  Prison  ? 
or  whether  it  would  not  be  better  to  expend,  in  one  3'ear,  530,000,  the  labor  of  the  convicts, 
and  the  debts  due  the  institution,  and  build  a  Prison  that  would  be  sufficient  to  contani  five 
hundred  prisoners,  and  one  where  that  discipline  could  be  introduced,  which  wouid  not  only 
free  society  from  the  depredations  of  the  convict  while  in  Prison,  but  one  that  would  have 
a  beneficial  effect  upon  him  after  being  discharg-ed  ? 

"  For  a  more  minute  and  satisfactory  description  of  the  plan  upon  which  the  Wcthersfiold 
and  Auburn  Prisons  are  constructed,  together  with  their  internal  police  and  general  manage- 
ment, I  beg  leave  to  refer  the  legislature  to  the  reports  of  those  Prisons,  eind  to  the  invaluable 
Reports  of  the  Prison  Discipline  Society,  whoso  labors  gnve  promise  of  more  good,  in  estab- 
lishing a  perfect  system  of  Prison  government,  than  has  been  derived  from  any  other  source  ; 
also  to  the  letter  of  Judge  Powers^,  former  keeper  of  the  Auburn  Prison,  which  was  read  in 
the  legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  and  ordered  to  be  printed  for  the  use  of  tlie  members;  vuth 
all  of  which  we  have  been  kindly  furnished. 

"  There  were,  on  the  first  of  March,  147  prisoners.  There  have  been  received,  since  that 
time,  57  :  discharged  by  expiration  of' sentence,  10  ;  by  pardon,  25;  escaped,  4  :  leaving 
m  the  Prison,  the  15th  of  November,  1830,  IC5. 

•'  Columbus,  Dec.  8,  1830.  B.  LEOISARD,  Kce-pcr  O.  P." 
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whom  public  opinion  and  the  laws  arc  likely  so  soon  to  relieve  in  another 
way.  If  persons  can  be  found  disposed  to  do  it,  we  envy  not  their  be- 
nevolence, or  the  happiness  and  utility  resulting  from  it.  To  illustrate 
this  idea  :  A  county  Prison,  properly  constructed  for  the  accommodation 
of  the  thousand  or  twelve  hundred  persons  saved  from  imprisonment, 
in  the  state  of  Maryland,  in  a  single  year,  by  the  very  brief  and  small 
law  of  the  last  winter,  prohibiting  the  imprisonment  of  persons  for  less 
than  $30,  would  cost,  probably,  not  less  than  one  hundred  thousand 
dollars.  The  interest  on  this  sum  would  not  only  pay  as  much  as  has 
been  heretofore  paid  in  consequence  of  the  old  process  of  collecting, 
but  probably  pay  the  whole  amount  of  the  debts ;  for  it  is  a  fact,  proved 
by  the  records  of  all  the  Prisons,  and  the  acknowledgment  of  all  the 
lawyers  and  sheriffs  whom  we  have  consulted,  that  in  a  very  small  pro- 
portion of  all  the  cases  of  imprisonment  for  debt,  is  any  tfiing  paid  ;  and  a 
great  proportion  of  all  the  cases  of  imprisonment  is  for  small  debts.  We 
shall  therefore  labor  for  the  present  to  prevent  the  imprisonment  of  per- 
sons, at  least  for  small  debts,  rather  than  labor  to  enlarge  or  rebuild  the 
county  Prisons,  for  their  solitary  conlinenienl  and  more  severe  discipline. 

In  regard  to  Asylums  for  Poor  and  Imprisoned  Lunatics,  Massachu- 
setts has  taken  the  lead,  in  this  new  departm.ent  of  benevolence;  New 
York  is  preparing  to  follow  the  example  ;  and  we  are  confident,  that 
nothing  is  necessary  to  cause  a  beautiful  sisterhood  of  these  needful  in- 
stitutions, but  a  knowledge  of  the  facts  proving  their  necessity. 

In  regard  to  Establishments  for  the  Pauper  P opidation ,  particularly 
of  large  Cities,  we  believe  many  important  principles  concerning  their 
construction,  discipline,  employment,  and  instruction,  have  been,  and 
may  be,  derived  from  the  improved  Prisons. 

In  view  of  the  whole  field  of  labor  fairly  embraced  by  the  Prison 
Discipline  Society,  it  is  large  enough,  and  suficiently  interesting,  to  en- 
courage patient  and  persevering  labor  without  deviation  or  despondency 

Thanking  the  Lord,  therefore,  for  the  mercies  of  the  last  year,  we 
consecrate  ourselves  anew  to  his  service,  in  this  department  of  benev© 
Jence. 
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S14 


PRISON    DISCIPLINE    SOCIETY. 


88 


From  June  1,  1830,  to  Jane  1,  1831. 
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;2 
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2 
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10 
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Boston. 

How,  James 

.'> 

Pease,  E. 

2 
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2 

tion 
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10 
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3'J 
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2 
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of 
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2 
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^\ 
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!;> 
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Lincoln,  Ensign 

2 

Badger,  M. 

/    o 

Bartlett,  Levi 

2 

Lincol'i,  Heman 

9 

Cooper,  Margaret 

> 

Boocher,  Edward 

5 

Loring,  Barnabas  T. 

2 

Parrar,  Samuel 

2 

Blanchard,  Josliuu  P. 

2 

Loring,  G.  G. 

2 

Newman,  Mark 

Biaslaiid,  William 

o 

Loring,  Josiah 

2 

Brewster,  Osniya 

4 

Low,  Isaiah 

2 

Augusta,  Mc. 

Brooks,  Peter  C. 

20 

Lowell,  Charles 

19 

Tappan.  Benjamin 

2 

Brown,  Nathaniel 

2 

Manning,  William 

2 

Brov,-n,  Charles 

2 

Marvin,  T.  R. 
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10 

Means,  James 

5 

Jicacli,  James  E. 

^ 

Bumstead,  Jos.  P. 
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Pierpont,  John 

2 

Brown,  Jarvis 

i; 

Davi.^,  Thomas  A. 

2 

Potter,  Alonzo,  by 
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3 

Robbins,  Chandler 

2 

Donations,  sundry 

38 

Eustis,  W.  T. 

2 

Rogers,  Edmund 

2 

ailicot,  A.  &  I.  " 

0 

Evarts,  Jeremiah 

2 

Russell,  Aaron 

2 

Fisher,  Martyn 

o 

Fairbanks  &  Loring 

4 

SalTord,  Daniel 

13 

Forman,  Joshua 

2 

Fairchild,  Joy  II. 

2 

Sawin,  E. 

2 

Fowler,'S.  L. 

2 

Flagg,  Josiah 

5 

Scuddcr,  Charles 

5 

Freise,  G.  R. 

o 

Fletcher,  Richard 

o 

Shattuck,  G.  C. 

79 

Goulder,  R. 

o 

Gilbert,  Samuel 

2 

Stone,  William  W. 

2 

Hall,  T,  W. 

2 

Gray,  Francis  C. 

70 

Sullivan,  John 

2 

Harrison,  W.  G. 

Q 

Grant,  Rloses 

2 

Sullivan,  John  W. 

2 

Howard,  James 

2 

Greene,  David 

3 

Swet_t,  Samuel  G. 

2 

Howe,  Samuel 

o> 

Green,  Nathaniel 

2 

Stoddard,  Charles 

9 

Hudson,  D.  W. 

2 

Green  leaf,  J.  by  a  Friend 

90 

Stoddard,  Charles 

19 

Janvier,  Thomas 

o 

Grosvcnor,  liemucl  P. 

o 

Sumner,  Bradford 

2 

Keorl,  George  If. 

1 

Grosvenor,  C.  P.  part  of 

Tappan,  Charles 

2 

Lilley,  Alonzo 

2 

the  contribution  at  tin. 

Tappan,  Charles 

5 

Mayhew,  W.  &  Go. 

2 

Annual  Meeting 

10 

Tappan,  John 

23 

3fcDov,'ell,  George 

2 

Gulliver,  John 

n 

Tappan,  John 

i 

McDonald,  Williau! 

o 

Gurnoy,  Nathan 

2 

Tappan,  John 

79 

Mesteer,  S.  &  W. 

2 

Hadlev,  Charles 

2 

Tenney,  SaniueS 

2 

McKim,  W.  D. 

3J 

Hale,  Enoch 

2 

Thacher,  Peter  O, 

3 

Mowton, 

2 

Haskell,  Amos 

o 

Ticknor,  George 

75 

Owens,  Joseph 

2 

Haskell,  Andrew 

2 

Train,  Samuel 

5 

Parnel,  E. 

2 

Haskell,  Edward 

2 

Train,  Samuel 

19 

Poultoey,  Evan 

2 

Head, George  E. 

2 

Tuckerman,  Edward 

1© 

89 


Tufts,  James 
Twoiublv,  Alexander 
Vinal,  Otis 
Walker,  Ezra 
VVare,  Mark 
Warren,  Richard 
Waterston,  Robert 
White,  Stephen 
Whiting,  Marcus 
Wigglesvvorth,  Edward 
AVigulesworth,  Thomas 
'>Villis,  Horatio  M. 
Willis,  Nathaniel 
Willey,  Newton 
Williams,  J.  D. 
Williams,  Willard 
Winthrop,  Tliomas  L. 
Wisner,  Benj.  B. 
Woodman,  George 
AV^orcester,  J.  E. 

Brunswick,  Me. 
Newman,  Samuel  P.  part 
of   the   contribution   at 
the  Annual  Meeting  2 

Cambridge  part,  Mass. 
Chaplin,  James  P.  by  Wil- 
liam J.  Hubbard,  10 
Canandcdgua,  JV*.  Y. 
Granger,  Francis  •'> 
Greig,  S.  5 
Howell,  N.  W.                       3 
Johns,  Evans  3 
Hubbel,  Walter  3 
iSundry  persons  '1 

Charlestown,  Mass. 
Austin,  William  7 

Doane,  John  2 

Fav,  Warren  2 

Fenner,  J.  P.  ^ 

Flint,  S.  S 

Kidder,  Samuel  S 

Mclntire,  E.  P.  '- 

Skilton,  M.  ' 

Tufts,  Amos  ^ 

Warron,  Isaac  • 

Chitteningo,J\r.  Y. 
Sherman,  David  A. 

Columbus,  Ohio. 
Leonard,  B.  • 

Danbury,  Conn. 
Contribution) 
Hoyt,  E.  T. 
Hoyt,  Russell 
Ives,  Isaac 
Kood,  A. 
Sweedy,  S. 
Wildman,  N. 

Danvers,  Mass. 
Cash 

Contribution 
Cook,  H. 
Cowles,  George 
Cook,  Mrs. 
Froth inj^liam,  I. 
Smith,  Caleb 
Sprague,  J. G. 
Sprague, 

Deity,  JV.  H. 
Pilsbury,  M.  C. 

Fairfield,  Conn. 
Hunter,  J.  H. 
Hull,  David 
Sherman,  R.  M. 
Sundry  persons 
Sundry    persons,  towards 
constituting  J.  H.  Hun- 
ter a  Life  Member 
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Farmington,  Conn. 

Andrus,  Asa  2 
Camp,  Jos.  K. 

Coles,  Horace  1 
Coles,  George 

Hart,  Simeon  1 

Hooker,  Edwtrd  1 

Pitkin,  Charles  2 

Porter,  Noah  1 

Woodbridge,  W.  C.  2 

Pitchbur^,  Mass. 
Putnam,  Rufus  A.  2 

Geneva,  JV.  Y. 
Donations 
Bogert,  James 
Cook,C.  A. 
Dwight,  Henry 
Hall,  Moses 
Sundry  persons 

Georgia. 
Hussey,  A. 

Goshen,  Conn. 
Beach,  John 
Beecher,  David 
Cash 

Hart,  Henry 
Lyman,  M.  &  H.  N. 
Norton,  Abraham 

Hackensack,  JV.  J. 
Anderson,  John 
Bogert,  C.  C. 
Cassedy,  George 
Cristie,  D.  I. 
Cash 

Campbell,  A. 
Hague,  James 

Haverhill,  Mass. 
Duncan,  J.  H. 

Tpswich,  Mass. 
Choate,  John 

Lawrenccville,  JV.  J. 
Axtell,  Henry 
Green,  Richard 
Henderson,  Anna 
Phillips,  Lewis 
Phillips,  Dr. 
Smith,  John 


Ford,  G.  H.  2 

Hawkins,  Mrs.  1 

Johnson,  Peter  A.  2 

Johnson,  S.  1 

Lindslev,  W.  1 

Mills,  Lewis  2 

Schenck,  1 

Scofield,  James  I.  2 

JVcicark,  JV.  J. 
Hamilton,  W,  T.  from  1st 
t:hurch,     to    constitute 

him  a  Life  Member  30 


2 
40 
1  50 
1  75 


50 
1 

1  25 
50 

2  50 
1 


J^ew  Brunswick, 

JV.  J. 

Baker,  Samuel 

1 

Bishop,  James 

1 

Bray, John 

2 

Duryce,  Richard 

o 

Eastburn,  Robert 

T 

Janesvay,  J. 

2 

Nevins,  James  S. 

2 

Nelson,  John 

2 

Randoli)h,  D.  Fitz 

2 

Richmond,  Frederic 

1 

Scott,  John 

1 

Scott,  Mrs. 

2 

Strong,  Theodore 

2 

Sundry  persons 

1 

50 


2 
1 
2 

1 
2 

Massachusetts  Legislotwe, 
For  Reports  120 

Marblehead,  Mass. 

Contribution  6  32 

'Middle  Iladdam,  Conn. 

Alsop,  J.  W.  1 
Cash  73 

Foot,  Horace  2 
Talman,  Mr.  50 

Middlctown,  Conn. 

Barnes,  J.  2 

Contribution  12  52 

Friend  3 

Hubbard,  Nehemiah  2 

Shaler,  Mrs.  2 

Southmayd,  E.  G.  2 

Stanley,  G.  W.  2 

Ward,  Mrs.  &  W.  D.  3 

Whittlesey,  C.  2 

Woodman,  Henry  2 

Morristown,  J^T.  J. 
Bovkin,  John  1 

Cash,  and  Report  sold  1  62 

Cliester,  Alfred  2 
Condit,  Lewis  2 

Cook,  James  2 

Cunklins,  Mrs.  1 

Day,  David  2 

Dickenson,  L.  50 


JVewbiiry,  Mass. 
Adams,  Daniel 

JVeic  Castle,  Del. 
Darack,  J. 
Dickey,  J.  M. 
Janvier,  C.  &.  J. 
Janvier,  John 
Janvier,  Thomas 
Kean, M. 
Paynter,  A. 
Roberts,  James 
Rogers,  James 
Stockton,  T. 
Two  persons 

JVew  Haven,  Conn. 
Andrews,  E.  A. 
Baldwin,  R.  S. 
Brewster,  James 
Bristol,  William 
Candcc,  Leverett 
Catlin,  W. 
Clark,  Joseph  N. 
Daggett,  David 
Day,  Jeremiah 
Dow,  V.  M. 
Dwight,  Timothy 
Forbes  &  Son 
Goodrich,  Cliauncey  A 

Hotchkiss,  H.  &  L. 

Hotchkiss,  Russell 

Hull,  Sidney 

Hitchcock,  S.  K. 

Ives,  Eli 

Jarman,  F.  T. 

Kimberly,  Dennis 

Kingsley,  James  L. 

Kni!,'ht,  Jonathan 

I.eflingwell,  William 

Maltby,  A.  H. 

Munson,  Eneas 

Pond,  C.  H. 

Pynchon,  H.  R. 

Salsbnry,  Mrs.  J. 

Sherman,  Roger 

Sfilhnan,  Benjaraia 

Skinner,  A.  N. 

Townsend,  W.  K. 

Townsend,  Isaac  H 

Townsend,  Isaac 

Trowbridge,  Henry 

Twining,  Stephen 

Totten.Gilber*. 


50 
1 
1 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1  50 

2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
o 


516 


PRISON    DirfCli'LlXi:    SOCIETY. 


90 


13 
3 
2 
2 
2 
3 
5 

-adles  SO 


V/hitc,  Dyor  2 

AVhitney,  Henrietta  2 
'                J\reiotown,  Conn. 

Contribution  1  62 

.Yew  Totk  C'dij. 

Astor,  Jo!)n  J.  12 

Allison,  M.  9 

Baker,  Cornelius  2 

Baker,  J.  2 

Beck,  John  B.  2 

Bennet,  H.  1 

Bruce,  2 

Bliss,  James  C.  2 

Burtis,  Arthur  2 

Brewster,  Joseph  1 

Brigham,  John  C.  2 

Cash,  3  50;  do.  10,  13  59 

Chardon,  2 

Cox,  J.  2 

Chester,  W.  W.  10 

Chalmers,  James  2 

Cockran,  Rupert  3 

Curtis,  Edward  2 

Darling,  Thomas  2 

Davis,  Charles  A.  5 

Dickinson,  Austin  2 

Durand  &,  Durpee  3 
Emery, .D.  E. 
Edwards,  Alfred 
Friends, 
Friends, 
Carretson,  H. 
Green,  William 
Green,  Timothy 
Jennings,  Chester 
Haines, dl.  J. 
Hall,  Andrew 
Mathews,  J.  M.  by 

McCartee,  Peter  5 

Meeker,  David  2 

McArthur,  D.  2 

jlorrison,  Joh;i  2 

Nesmith,  J.  3 

Pendleton,  J.  2 

Pearson,  J.  G.  M.  4 

Peters,  Absalom  2 

Phelps,  Anson  G.  ."> 

Pintard,  Joha  2 

Phyfe,  \V.  H.  2 

Piatt,  Zephaniah  2 

Randolph,  J.  F.  2 

ilanldn,  John  2 

Sheffdlin,!!.  H.  2 

Staats,  E.  B.  2 

Stuart,  2 

Sundry  persons  22 

Trotter,  Jon athaa  2 

Taylor,  John  5 

Twebank,  Thomas  1 

Thome,  R.  V.  W.  5 

T.  S.  &  G.  S.  4 

Vose,  Reubsn  2 

Wend. II,  J.  G.  1 

Wheeler,  fl.  2 

"^Villet,  Marinus  2 

".7olsott,  F.  H.  2 

Wichelshausen,  F.  3 

■W.  V.  N.  2 
.Yarfolk  County, 

10 
JYorthampton,  Jrlass. 

Clark.  Lemuel  2 

Clarki  William,  Jr.  2 

Dewey,  Charles  A.  2 

Hopkins,  Jno.  2 

Hubbard,  Roswell  2 

Parsons,  Samuel  2 

Phelps,  S.  1 

Strong,  Lewis  2 

£aow,  Ralph  3  . 


Tappan,  Benjamia  2 

Whitnev,  J.  D.  ii 

Whitney,  D.  S.  2 

Willianis,  Eliphalet  2 

Orange,  JV.  J. 
Cash  1  37 

Pattersom,  J\r.  J. 
Cattin,  Jacob  2 

Pennington,  A.  S.  2 

Peterboro\  Jv".  Y. 
Smith,  Peter  50 

Philadelphia,  Pemi. 
Ashurst,  Richard  5 

At  wood,  J.  M.  2 

Brown,  J.  A.  5 

Blight,  G.  W.  2 

Bull,  Marcus  2 

Chauiicey,  Charles  5 

Cope,  Thomas  P.  2 

Collection  in  Rev.  Mr.  Pat- 
terson's Church  13  03 
Contribution                          20  45 
Davis,  Nathaniel  2 
Dickinson,  JamosPf.               2 
Earp,  Thomas                          2 
Elmes,  Thomas                        2 
Ely,  Ezra  Stiles                    SO 
Forbes,                                      2 
Friend                                        2 
Friond                                        2 
Hart,  John  V.                         2 
Harding,  John,  Jr.                  2 
Haywood,  L.                           2 
Henry,  John  S.                       2 
Keagy,  J.  M. 
King,  Juhii 
Livingston,  Gilbert  R.  by 

Ladies 
Lymington,  A. 
McAlpon,  J. 
lUcLelland,  George 
Newkirk,  Matthew 
Pollvrd,  A.  F. 
Ralston,  IVobert 
Richard.-.,  B.  W. 
Reports  sold 
Skinner,  Thomas  U.  by 

Ladies 
Smith,  E. 
Striker,  J.  B. 
Sumner,  B. 
Sundry  persons 
Sundry  persons 
Veyin,  C.  2 

Wallace,  William  2 

Wiorts.C.  S.  2 

Williams,  Henry  J.  2 

Plymouth,  Mass. 
Robbins,  Josiah,  part    of 
tiie  contribution  at  the 
Anniversary  39 

Portland,  Me. 
Cross,  Nathaniel  2 

Hyde,  William  2 

Owen,  Joseph  6 

Poughkecpsie,  Jv''.  Y. 
Cuyler,  Cornelius,  frona 

Ladies  in  his  society  30 

Wilkinson,  R.  2 

Wilkinson,  W.  1 

Princeton,  J^*".  J. 
Bayard,  Samuel  2 

Dehart,  W.  2 

Hodge,  Charles  2 

Potter,  John  2 

Van  Doron,  John  2 


3D 


17 
35  50 


Rahway,  JV*.  /. 
Oliver,  Washington 
Squier,  Job 


Pi.andolph,  Mass. 

Aldon,  Ebenezer  2 

Hitchcock,  Calvin  2 

Reading,  Mass. 

Damon,  John  3 

Rochester,  jV.  Y. 

Bush,  O.  N.  2 

Champion,  A.  10 

Cook, E.  2 

Cash  2 

James,  W.  g 

Knox,  W.  B.  1 

Lee,  C.  M.  2 

Livingston,  James  R.  2 

Marchant,  I.  !S 

Peck,  Everard  10 

Reports  sold  6 

Sampson,  A.  2 

Smith,  E.  F.  1 

Wakelee,  Abncr  2 

Salem,  Mass. 

Adams,  Joseph  2 

Brown,  Ephraim  2 

Choate,  Rufus  2 

Coleman,  Henry  2 

Contribution     "  29  11 

Dean,  William  2 

Huntington,  Asahel  2 

Ki.ig,  James  2 

King,  Jno.  Glen  2 

Lawrence,  Eliza  3 

Lawrence,  J.  B.  3 

Lawrence,  Charles  2 

Merrill,  Benjamia  2 

Millet,  Daniel  2 

Parnelle,  John  2 

Peabody,  Joseph  70 

Peelo,  Willard  9 

Phillips,  S.  C.  38 

Pickman,  Benjamia  19 

Shepherd,  Michael  2 

Sprague,  Joseph  G.  9 

Smith,  George  H.  2 

Treadwell,  Jno.  W.  2 

Tucker,  Gideon  ,  2 

Whipple.  Henry  2 

White,  D.  A.  2 

Sh?-eicsbur7j,  Mass. 
Allen,  George,  part  of  the 
contribution  at  the  An- 
nual Meeting  2 
Sotacrville,  JV.  J. 
F.  Van  Derveer  a 
Frclingheyden,  J.  2 
Hedges,  W.  J.  2 
Howell,  Andrew  2 
Striker,  Peter  I.  2 
Vroom,  Peter  D.  2 
Contribution  5  42 

Springfield,  Mass. 

Bliss,  George  3 

Riley,  Justus  2 


Stratford,  Conn. 
Beers,  Sir. 
Lindsley,  .lames  H. 
Robbins,  Thomas  B. 

Westfield,  Mass 
Fowler,  James 
Knapp,  J.;  Gillet,  H.:  ai 
Talmadge,  E.  G. 

JVilUamstowTi. 
Grifiln,  Edward  Dorr 

Woodstock,  Vt. 
Backus,   Samuel,  part  of 
the  contribution  at  the 
Annual  Meeting  ? 

Worcester,  Mass. 
Waldo,  Daniel  109 

Lincoln,  J,  W.  L 


35 


59 


91 
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APPENDIX. 


To  tJie  Hon.  General  Assemhhj  of  the  State  of  Connecticut,  to  he  holdcn 
at  Hartford,  3Iay,  1831. 

The  Directors  of  the  Connecticut  State  Prison,  in  compliance  with 
the  requisitions  of  the  Act  for  the  establishment  of  said  Prison, 
respectfully 

REPORT, 

That  such  has  been  the  management  of  the  Prison  during  the  year  past,  on  the 
part  of  those  to  whom  its  immediate  charge  has  been  entrusted,  as  to  induce  us  to 
hope  that  the  design  of  the  legislature  in  its  establishment  has  been,  in  a  great 
measure,  realized. 

The  warden's  statement  of  the  pecuniary  concerns  of  the  institution  accompanies 
this  report.  From  that  it  wall  appear,  that  the  results  of  the  year  are  highly  favor- 
able— the  earnings  of  the  Prison  amounting,  for  the  year,  to  the  sum  of  $7,82-1  02, 
after  defraying  every  attendant  expense.  We  are  confident  that  this  result  has  not 
been  produced  by  any  fictiiious  estimato  of  property  on  hand.  In  confirmation  of 
this  opinion,  we.  v/ould  remark,  that  since  the  close  of  the  accounts,  on  the  31st  day 
of  March  last,  the  property  inventoried  in  the  nail  shop,  at  that  time  amounting  to 
upwards  of  ;|^1,800,  has  been  reduced,  by  actual  sales,  more  than  $1,000  at  a  rate 
quite  as  favorable  as  the  appnusal  in  the  invoice. 

Out  of  the  earnings  of  the  institution,  the  warden,  by  our  order,  paid  on  the  31st 
of  March  last,  into  the  treasury,  the  sum  of  $4,000,  which,  with  the  sum  of  $2,500 
from  the  earnings  of  the  year  ending  March  31, 1830,  makes  the  sum  of  $6,500  paid 
into  the  treasury  during  the  year  past;  leaving,  at  the  time  of  the  last  payment,  a 
balance  of  cash  on  hand,  applicable  to  the  current  expenses  of  the  Prison,  of  $1,234  31. 

The  amount  due  from  the  Prison  at  the  end  of  the  year,  was  $2  75,  omitted  to  be 
paid  by  mistake.  The  amount  due  to  the  Prison  at  the  same  time,  a  very  great 
portion  of  which  is  well  secured,  was  $4,852  86.  The  amount  aud  nature  of  the 
other  property  belonging  to  the  institution,  together  with  the  amount  of  the  receipts 
and  expenses  in  each  particular  department,  will  appear  from  the  warden's  state- 
ment. 

The  employment  of  the  convicts  continues  much  the  same  as  during  the  last  year, 
with  the  exception  of  the  manufacture  of  nails.  The  demand  for  these  in  the 
market  having  become  less  active,  it  was  thought  advisable  to  su  pend  the  manu- 
facture of  them  for  the  present.  The  convicts  who  were  occupied  in  this  depart- 
ment, are  row  profitably  etoployed  in  the  smith's  shop  on  contract,  in  the  manu- 
facture of  shovels. 

The  tailor's  shop  has  also  been  discontinued,  excepting  so  far  as  it  is  necessary  to 
make  and  repair  the  clothing  of  the  convicts.  It  was  thought  that  the  few  engaged 
in  this  business  might  be  more  advantageously  employed  in  other  departments  of 
the  Prison. 

Since  the  enlargement  of  the  Prison  buildings,  and  proper  accommodations  have 
been  provided  for  the  females,  that  department  of  the  institution  has  assumed  a  far 
more  favorable  aspect.  The  system  of  discipline  which  continues  to  produce  the 
most  salutary  influence  upon  the  male  convicts,  is  now,  with  equal  success,  applied 
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to  the  females.  They  are  reduced  to  a  state  of  order  and  industry,  and,  being  placed 
under  the  constant  supervision  of  a  judicious  niutron  and  her  assistant,  it  is  probable 
tliey  may  be  restored  to  liberty  and  the  society  of  their  friends,  in  some  degree 
morally  improved.  A  part  of  (he  females  are  employed  in  cooking  for  the  Prison. 
By  this  arrangement,  the  cooking  establishment  witbin  the  main  yard  of  the  Prison, 
one  of  the  greatest  interruptions  to  a  correct  and  thorough  discipline,  has  been  re- 
moved. The  food,  as  cooked  at  present  by  the  females,  on  account  of  the  location 
of  the  new  kitchen,  is  received  by  the  convicts  in  a  more  palatable  state,  and  at  a 
much  \esi  expense  of  labor,  than  heretofore.  The  remainder  of  the  females  are 
employed  either  in  sewing  or  in  some  branch  of  manufactures,  and  it  is  hoped  that 
by  this  arrangement  they  will  hereafter  nearly  or  quite  defray  the  expense  attendant 
upon  their  imprisonment. 

The  number  of  convicts,  on  the  first  day  of  April,  was,  of  males,  166  ;  and  of  fe- 
males, 16;  making  182  in  the  whole;  and  showing  an  increase  of  15  during  the 
year — 18  less  than  in  the  year  previous. 

The  number  of  convictions  haye  been  54 — also  18  less  than  during  the  year  pre- 
ceding, while  the  number  discharged  has  been  the  same,  viz.  39.  The  number 
of  convictions,  it  appears,  is  considerably  less  than  took  place  during  the  year  end- 
ing the  31st  of  March,  1830. 

Whether  this  diminution  be  attributable  to  the  recent  modifications  of  the  crimi- 
nal code,  or  to  other  causes,  the  experience  of  one  year  cannot  satisfactorily  de- 
termine. 

Owing  to  the  increase  of  convicts,  and  the  necessity,  arising  from  the  changes  of 
employment  heretofore  alluded  to,  of  bringing  a  greater  number  to  labor  in  the  same 
apartment,  it  was  found  the  workshops  were  too  small ;  that,  having  become  crowd- 
ed, they  were  not  only  inconvenient  fbr  mechanical  operations,  but  it  was  found 
prejudicial  to  the  health  of  the  convicts.  At  the  same  time,  more  store-room  within 
the  Prison  walls  was  found  absolutely  necessary  to  the  due  preservation  of  the  pub- 
lic property.  With  the  view  of  obtaining  this  desirable  accommodation,  as  well  as 
of  remedying  the  growing  evil  of  crowded  workshops,  we  determined  to  raise  the 
west  workshop,  inits  whole  extent,  one  story  higher.  By  this  comparatively  cheap 
operation,  two  fine  workshops — healthy,  airy,  and  spacious— have  been  obtained  in. 
the  second  story;  the  carpontera'  and  smiths'  shops  sufficiently  enlarged,  while 
ample  store-room  is  left  within  the  walls.  As  it  was  found  that  this  alteration  could 
be  made  most  economically  in  connexion  with  the  enlargement  of  the  Prison  build- 
ings, the  expenditures  occasioned  by  it  are  included  in  our  accounts  as  commis- 
sioners, and  in  our  report  as  such  an  estimate  of  the  expense  will  appear. 
'  The  S5"stem  pursued  in  the  hospital  department  has  been  found,  by  experience,  safe 
in  its  operations;  by  it  the  physician  is  always  made  the  judge  of  the  state  of  health 
of  each  of  the  convicts,  as  it  is  in  their  power  at  any  time  to  bring  themselves  under 
his  inspection.  While,  therefore,  there  is  scarcely  a  possibility  of  a  convict  being 
able  to  avoid  his  daily  task  by  feigning  sickness,  he  is,  on  the  other  hand,  equally 
safe  against  being  forced  to  labor  vviiile  suffering  with  disease. 
,  Five  deaths  have  occurred  within  the  Prison  during  the  year  ;  one  suicide,  by  a 
convict  whose  sentence  was  for  life  ;  one  broken  down  by  (he  infirmities  of  old  age  ; 
one  within  a  few  weeks  after  his  commitment,  being,  at  the  time  he  reached  the 
Prison,  greatly  v.-asted  by  the  disease  which  terminated  his  life  ;  and  two  by  diseases 
contracted  at  the  Prison.  A  particular  statement  relative  to  the  general  health  of 
the  convicts  will  be  found  in  the  pliysician's  report. 

.  The  moral  condition  of  the  institution  lias  at  all  times  received  our  unremitted  at- 
tention. Whatever  rnaybe  the  pecuniary  results  of  the  system  pursued,  if  its  moral 
effects  are  not  visible  in  the  improved  deportment  of  those  upon  whom  it  is  made  to 
operate,  we  may  with  safety  pronounce  it  defective,  and  we  ought  to  abandon  it 
without  hesitation.  We  are  persuaded  that  the  moral  infiuence  of  the  system  is 
salutary  ; — of  this  there  can  be  little  doubt,  when  the  present  character  and  conduct 
of  some  of  the  convicts  are  compared  with  what  they  were  wlien  first  brought  under 
that  influence.  With  a  desire  of  rendering  their  moral  improvement,  if  possible,  still 
more  extensive,  we  w^ere  led  to  tlie  consideration  of  the  propriety  of  attaching  to 
the  institution  a  resident  chaplain.  Upon  investigation,  we  were  induced  to  be- 
lieve that  the  offices  of  warden  and  chaplain,  heretofore  united,  might  be  advantage 
ously  separated.  The  person  discharging  the  duties  of  warden  might,  indeed, 
without  inconvenience,  perform  morning  and  evening  service  ;  but  this  comprises 
a  small  porfion  of  the  duty  properly  falhng  within  the  province  of  chaplain.  We 
1  elieved  that  by  visiting  the  convicts  in  the  solitude  of  their  cells— by  personally 
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teaching  the  illiterate — and  by  explaining  to  all,  individually,  their  moral  and  reli- 
gious duties,  vastly  greater  benefits  would  be  conferred  upon  them,  than  could  be  de- 
rived merely  from  the  customary  services  of  the  morning  and  evening,  and  of  Sunday. 

In  this  view  of  the  subject,  so  convinced  were  we  of  the  importance  of  a  chaplain, 
that  we  were  unwilling  to  delay  any  longer  the  employment  of  one,  especially  as 
the  Prison  Discipline  Society  had  generously  offered  to  contribute  towards  his  sup- 
port. We  therefore  approved  of  the  appropriation,  by  the  warden,  of  a  sum  at  the 
rate  of  $200  pei-  annum,  to  the  maintenance  of  a  chaplain  until  the  present  meeting 
of  the  General  Assembly ;  that  sum  being  the  am.ount  formerly  appropriated  by  the 
legislature,  for  a  similar  purpose,  at  the  old  Prison.  This  arrangement  we  designed 
as  temporary,  intending  to  present  the  subject  to  your  consideration  at  the  present 
session. 

The  Rev.  G.  Barrett  entered  upon  the  duties  of  chaplain  at  the  Prison  in  Feb- 
ruary last.  Evening  and  morning,  and  on  Sunday,  he  has  r.egularly  performed 
religious  service  in  the  Prison ;  and  has  availed  himself  of  other  convenient  oppor- 
tunities of  communicating  to  the  convicts  religious  instruction,  and  of  teaching  some 
to  read,  whom  he  found  ignorant  even  of  the  alphabet.  In  his  intercourse  with 
them,  he  has  been  naturally  led  to  inquire  into  the  advantages  of  literary  and  moral 
instruction  enjoyed  by  them  previous  to  their  imprisonment.  He  found  seventy-six 
unable  to  Write — thirty  unable  to  read — sixty  who  were  deprived  of  parental  pro- 
tection before  they  were  ten  years  old,  and  thirty-six  more  who  met  with  the  same 
privation  before  they  were  fifteen.  No  convict  has  received  a  liberal  education, 
and  very  fe*/  have  ever  been  brought  under  the  influence  of  Sunday  school  instruc- 
tion. We  make  these  statem.ents  to  illustrate  the  necessity  of  employing  a  chaplain 
at  the  Prison. 

Upon  the  subject  of  the  general  treatment  of  the  convicts,  and  the  discipline  of 
the  institution,  we  would  remark,  that  the  State  Prison  is  designed  to  be,  and  em- 
phatically is,  a  place  of  punishment.  The  feelings  of  humanity  and  mistaken  mercy 
should  not  be  suffered  to  interpose,  to  disarm  its  punishment  of  that  rigor  due  to  jus- 
tice and  the  violated  laws  of  the  land.  While  a  proper  regard  is  had  to  the  health 
of  its  inmates,  their  comfort  should  not  be  so  far  studied  as  to  render  it  a  desirable 
residence,  even  to  those  whose  condition  in  society  is  attended  with  the  severest 
privations.  When  this  becomes  the  case,  our  criminal  code  becomes  a  bounty  law 
for  crime. 

A  porilon  of  the  convicts  are  subject  to  a  moral  influence,  by  which  they  are 
readily  induced  to  conform  their  conduct  to  what  they  know  to  be  the  established 
and  necessary  rules  of  the  Prison.  They  look  to  the  warden  and  other  officers  as 
their  friends  and  benefactors — they  admit  the  justice  of  their  sentence  ;  and  any  in- 
dulgence shov/n  is  received  with  gratitude,  and  generally  operates  as  an  induce- 
ment to  more  implicit  obedience.     From  tliese  a  complaint  is  never  heard. 

On  the  other  hand,  there  is  a  class  of  convicts,  with  Avhom  a  system  of  discipline 
approaching  to  severity  is,  in  the  end,  humanity.  They  feel  that  the  officers  of  the 
Prison  are  the  executioners  of  the  sentence  of  the  law,  which,  for  some  cause  or 
other,  they  uniformly  persuade  themselves  is  unjust,  or  at  least  too  severe.  They, 
therefore,  naturally  array  themselves  against  their  keepers,  as  against  their  oppressors. 
Every  opportunity  is  watched  to  evade  or  to  resist  the  regulations  of  the  Prison ; 
and  v.-ere  the  slightest  relaxation  of  those  regulations  permitted  with  this  class  of 
convict?,  the  consequence  would  be  open  defiance  and  rebellion.  It  is,  therefore, 
the  dictate  of  humanity  to  visit  seemingly  slight  offences  with  what,  under  different 
circumstances,  might  be  considered  too  great  severity.  We  would  not,  however, 
have  it  inferred  from  this  remark,  that  corporeal  punishment  is  often  inflicted.  In- 
deed, it  has  been  very  rarely  resorted  to  since  the  establishment  of  the  Prison  ;  but 
w^hen  found  necessary,  the  provision  of  the  statute  confining  the  duty  of  inflicting  it 
to  the  warden  alone,  has  been  strictly  adhered  to. 

As  to  the  food  of  the  convicts,  our  object  is,  and  ever  hjs  been,  that  an  abundance, 
and  that  which  is  wholesome,  should  be  provided,  and  nothing  more.  V^e  do  not 
believe  that  the  legislature  ever  designed,  or  would  for  a  moment  countenance  the 
idea,  that  luxury  of  living  should  be  introduced  within  the  walls  of  the  state  Prison, 
or  that  the  appetites  of  the  convicts  should  be  consulted  in  the  variety  of  the  food  pro- 
vided for  them.  Fortunately  this  is  a  subject  of  the  senses — the  location  of  the  Prison 
is  so  near,  that  every  mem.ber  of  the  legislature  can  personally  satisfy  himself  as  to 
the  quantity  and  quality  of  the  dr-ily  rations.  These,  as  we  have  established  them, 
are  larger  than  are  allowed  at  any  similar  institution  in  the  country,  and  are  very 
considerably  larger  than  are  allowed  by  the  government  in  any  branch  of  our  national 
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service.  Should  doubts,  hov/ever,  exist  in  tlic  miiid  of  any  one  as  to  the  fact 
whether  the  convicts  receive  tlieir  daily  allov.ance,  we  can  only  say  that  the  officer 
who  delivers  the  rations,  makes  a  daily  record  of  the  quantity  delivered,  to  the  cor- 
rectness of  which  he  is  required,  at  the  end  jof  each  quarter,  to  make  oath. 

As  to  their  clothing,  the  same  general  principles,  as  stated  in  reference  to  then- 
food,  have  governed.  A  due  regard  to  health  and  economy  has  been  observed  in 
its  regulation,  and  it  is  believed  that  a  great  majority  of  the  convicts  arc  as  well,  if 
not  better,  clothed,  while  tenants  of  the  Prison,  than  when  depending  upon  their 
own  exertions;  and  are  in  fact  as  well  clothed  a:3  the  laboring  class  of  our  commu- 
nity generally.     All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

JOHN  RUSS,  ) 

M.  WELLES,  V  Directors. 

'    S.  H.  HUNTINGTON,  S 


To  the  General  Assemhhj  of  the  State  of  Connecticut,  to  he  convened 
at  Hartford,  Majj  Session,  1831. 

The  Warden  of  the  State  Prison  \voald  ask  leave  to  lay  before  your 
Honorable  Body  a  plain  statement  of  the  Receipts  and  Expenditures, 

■  together  with  a  general  view  of  the  pecuniary  concerns  of  the  Prison, 
for  the  year  ending  March  31,  1831,  inclusive. 

INCOME— /ro7?i  SniUh  Sliop. 

Stock  and  tools  on  hand  March  31,  1830, §724  07 

Stock  since  purchased,  repairs,  pav  of  overseer,  &c.,. .     628  95 

1,353  02 

Received  and  charged  for  work  done  and  articles  sold 

during  the  past  year,  pertaining  to  smith  shon, 1,567  61 

Stock  and  tools  on  hand,  March^31,  1831,.'.  /. C04  37 

2,171  08 

Exceeding  the  disbursements   on  account  of  smith  

shop, 818  96 

Coopers^  Sliop. 

Stock  and  tools  on  hand  March  31,  1830, 1,220  35 

Stock  since  purchased,  repairs,  &c., 724  27 

1,944  C2 

Received  and  charged  for  articles  sold  during  the 

past  year, 2,34.5  63 

Stock  and  tools  on  hand  March  31, 1831 451  18 

*J,7D6  81 

Exceeding  the  disbursements  on  account  of  cooiiers' 

shop, 852  19 

Shoe  Shop. 

Stock  and  tools  on  hand  March  31,  1830, 146  57 

Stock  since  purchased,  pay  of  overseer,  &c., 627  21 

773  78 

Received  and  charged  for  work  done  during  the  past 

year,  chieflv  on  contract, 4,628  34 

Stock  and  tools  on  hand  March  31,  1831 148  72 

4,777  06 

Exceeding   the    disbursements  on   account   of  shoe  

shop, 4,003  28 

Aat7  Shop. 

Stock  and  tools  on  hand  March  31,  1830, 1,563  42 

Stock  since  purchased,  repairs,  &c., 1,499  25 

3,062  67 

44* 
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Heceived    and    charged    for     nails     sold    the    past 

vear, $2,211  66 

Stock  and  tools  on  hand  March  31,  1831 , 1378  85. 

3,590  51 

Exceedintr  the   disbursements   on   account   of  nail  

shop , 527  84 

Carpenters'  Shop. 

Stock  and  tools  on  hand  March  31,  1830, 1,290  05 

Stock  and  tools  since  purchased,  pay  of  overseer,  &c.,  2^,661  53 

3,951  58 

Received   and   charged  for   articles   sold  and  work 

done  the  past  year, 5,971  31 

Stock  and  tools  on  hand  March  31, 1831, 1,388  79 

7,360  10 

Exceeding  the  disbursements  on  account  of  carpen-  

ters'  shop, 3,408  52 

Tailors^  Shop. 
Stock  and  tools  on  hand  March  31,  1830, 9  75 

9  75 

Received    and    charged    for   work    done    the    past 

year, 20  77 

Stock  and  tools  on  hand  March  31 .  1831 , 8  00 

28  77 

Exceeding  the  disbursements  on  account  of  tailors'  

shop, 19  02 

Chair  Sfiop. 

Stock  and  tools  on  hand  March  31,  1830, 946  52 

Stock,  tools,  pay  of  overseer,  repairs,  &c 7,226  22 

•^  8,172  74 

Received   and   charged   for   articles   sold   the    past 

year, 10,606  67 

Stock  and  tools  on  hand  March  31, 1831, ]  ,814  01 

12,420  68 

Exceedino-  the   disbursements   on  account  of  chair  

shop,.  ° 4,247  94 

Female  Department. 

Commenced  this  department  on  the  principle  of  a 
shop,  Dec.  1830. 

Furniture,  tools,  &c.  purchased  since,  including  the 

pav  of  matron,  with  her  assistant  and  board 157  70 

^  -^  157  70 

Received  and  charged  for  work  done  since, 148  62 

Furniture,  tools,  &c.  on  hand  March  31, 1831 , 54  55 

203  17 

Exceeding  the  disbursements  on  account  of  this  de-  

partment, 45  47 

Received  for  interest, 13  84 

Received  and  charged  for  laborers, 594  15 

Received  of  persons  visiting  during  the  past  year,. .'.     C34  97 

Total  amount  of  receipts, $  15,166  j.S 

EXPENDITURES— Proi'moTW. 

Provisions  on  hand  March  31,  1830, 740  97 

Provisions  purchased  since, 3,852  84 

4,593  81 
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Sold  hides,  tallow,  neat's  tongues,  &c., ^506  79 

Provisions  on  hand  March  31, 1831, 806  42 

1,403  21 


Leaving  for  the  amount  consumed, 3,190  CO 

Clothing  and  Bedding. 

Clothing  and  bedding  on  hand  March  31,  1830, 1,055  11 

"  "  purchased    since, 971  70 

2,026  81 

'  ''         on  hand  March  31, 1831, ]  ,300  92 


Leaving  for  the  amount  consumed, 719 

Expetises. 

Furniture  and  fuel  on  hand  March  31 ,  1S30, C25  58 

Since  j)aid,  warden's  and  deputy  warden's  salaries, 
chaplain,  watchmen's  wages,  subsistence,  fuel,  and 

incidental  expenses, 3,713  33 

4,338  91 

Received  and  charged  for  articles  sold, 269  27 

Furniture  and  fuel  on  hand  March  31,  1831, 931  75 

1,2G1  02 


Leaving  for  the  amount  consumed  or  expended, 3,137 

Hospital. 

Medicine  on  hand  March  31,  1830, 24  47 

Medicine  and  hospital  stores  purchased  since, 140  94 

Physician's   bills, 175  50 

340  91 

Medicine  on  hand  March  31,  1831, 47  13 


Leaving  for  the  amount  expended, 293  78 

Total  amount  of  expenditures 7,342  16 

Balance  gain  to  the  institution, 7,824  02 

$15,166  18 


Recapitulation. 


INCOME. 

Smith  shop, 818  96 

Coopers'  shop, 852  19 

Shoe  shop, 4,003  28 

Nail   shop, 527  84 

Carpenters'  shop, 3,408  52 

Tailors'  shop, 19  02 

Chair  shop, 4,247  94 

Female  department, 45  47 

Received  for  interest,... 13  84 

Received  and  charged  for  la- 
borers,      594  15 

Received  from  persons  visiting 
the  Prison, 634  97 


EXPENDITURKS. 

Provisions, 3,190  60 

Clothing  and  bedding, 719  89 

Wages,  subsistence,  fuel,  &c.,  3,037  8f> 
Hospital, 293  78 


Total  amount  of  expenditures,  7,342  Ifi 
Balance  gain  to  the  institution,  7,824  02 


Total, $15,166  18 


Total  amount  of  income,. . .  $15,166  18 

State  Prison,  Wether sjield,  April,  1831. 
I 


AMOS  PILSBURY,  Warden. 
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SCHEDULE  A. 
Statement  of  Property  on  hand. 

S;ate  Prison,  March  31,  1830. 

Shoe  shop, 146  57 

Coopers'  shop, 1 ,220  35 

Carpenters'  shop, 1,290  05 

Smith  shop, 724  07 

Nail  shop, 1,563  42 

Clothing  and  bedding, 1 ,055  11 

Furniture  in  house  and  Prison, 378  78 "}  515  25 

Prison,  kitchen,  and  out-door  implements  238  80  >      625  58         414  00 

Wood,' 8  00  ^  ^^  2  50 

Tailors'  shop, 9  75 

Female  department, 00 

Provisions, 740  97 

Hospital, 24  47 

Chair  shop, 946  52 

$8,346  86  $8,940  69 

Increased  amount  ofproperty  since  March  31, 1830,    593  83 

$8,940  69 


SCHEDULE  B. 

Statement  of  Debts. 

Duo  on  book,  March  31, 1830, 1,540  29 

Due  on  notes, 1,524  68 

3,064  97 

Owing, 86  38 

Balance  in  favor, 2,978  59 

Due  on  book,  March  31, 1831, 4,852  86 

Due  on  notes, 767  91 

5,620  77 

Owino-, 2  75 

5,618  02 

Increased  balance, 2,639  43 

Cash  on  hand,  March  31 ,  1830, 3,143  55 

Cash  on  hand,  March  31 ,  1 831 , 1,234  31 

Cash  paid  to  treasurer,  by  former  warden, 

per  order  of  directors,  April  22, 1830,. . . .  2,500  00 

Cash  paid  to  treasurer,  per  order  of  direct- 
ors, March  31 ,  1831, 4,000  00 

7,734  31 

Increased  balance  of  cash, 4,590  76 

Increased  amount  of  property,  as  per  Schedule  A., 593  83 

Total  amount  of  increased  balances — gain  to  the  institution, $7,824  02 


Statement  of  Prisoners. 


Whole    number   of    prisoners, 

March  31,  1830, 167 

Since   received,  to  March  31, 

1831,  inclusive, 54-221 

Discharged  during  the  same 
period,  by  expiration  of  sen- 
tence,       32 

Pardoned  by  the  assembly, 2 

Died, 5 

Escaped,  [none] 0 — 39 

Total   in   confinement,   March        

%1831, 182 


White  males 134 

White  females 13 

147 

Colored   males, 32 

Colored  females, 3 

35 

March  31 ,1831— whole  number, 182 
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wige  of  Convicts. 

Under  the  age  of  120  years, 20 

From  20  to  30  inclusive, 90 

Between  30  and  40, 34 

From  40  to  50  inclusive, 25 

Between  50  and  (iO, 7 

From  63  to  70  inclusive, 4 

Over  70  years, 2 

Total 182 


Life, 


Last  of  Sentences. 


18 


20  years, 2 

10  "  ... 
15  "  ... 
14  "  ... 
13  "  ... 
12  «  ... 

11  "  ... 
10  «  ... 

9  "  ... 

8  "  ... 


7  years, 

G  " 

5  " 

4  " 

3  " 

2h  - 

2  " 

1^  '' 

H  " 

1  " 


Total, 182 


Convicted  of  the  following  Crimes. 

Burglary, G4 

Bigamy, 1 

Attempt  to  poison, 2 

High  crime  and  misdemeanor, 1 

Horse-stealing, 17 


Attempt  at  rape, 11 

Attempt  to  kill, 16 

MaiLslaughter, 5 

Forgery, 9 

Passing  counterfeit  money, 14 

Incest, 1 


Adultery, 12 

Murder  commuted, 1 

llape  commuted, 2 

Breaking  Prison, 3 

Arson, C 

Attempt  to  murder, 3 

Abuse  of  a  female  child, 3 

Robbery, 5 

Stealing, 2 

Perjury, 1 

Bestiality, 1 

Incest  and  attempt  to  kill, 2 


Total, 182 

jS/'ativcs  of  the  foUoioing  States  or 
Countries. 


Connecticut,. .  .110 

Nev/  York, 16 

Massachusetts,.  14 

Rhode  Island,.'.  14 

New  Jersey,. . .  7 

Ireland, 3 

England, 6 

Defa'A-are, 1 


Maryland, 2 

Vertnont, 4 

Scotland, 1 

Canada, 1 

New  Hampshire  2 

Africa, 1 

Total 182 


The  Physician  of  the  Connecticut  State  Prison  respectfully 

REPORTS, 

That  the  number  of  deaths  in  the  Prison,  during  the  year  ending  on  the  31st  of 
March,  1831,  is  five — four  males,  and  one  female.  Four  of  these  have  died  by- 
disease,  and  one  by  suicide.  Of  the  cases  of  disease,  two  have  been  acute,  and  two 
chronic. 

While  the  number  of  deaths  is  about  the  same  as  the  preceding  year,  the  number 
of  cases  of  disease  has  been  considerably  increased.  Heretofor^s  bowel  coinplaints 
have  been  prevalent  during  the  summer  and  autumnal  months,  as  they  usually  are 
in  the  surrounding  country — and  many  of  these  cases  were  protracted  and  obstinate, 
especially  if  early  attention  to  the  complaint  was  neglected.  During  the  past 
year,  diseases  of  this  character  have  occurred  with  nearly  the  same  frequency  at 
all  seasons.  It  should  be  remarked,  however,  that  though  cases  of  this  description 
have  been  more  frequent  than  formerly,  Ihey  have  not  in  general  been  so  severe. 
The  present  system  of  reporting,  which  brings  the  sick  convict,  immediately  upon 
his  attack,  under  the  eye  of  the  physician,  prevents  the  occurrence  of  the  severer 
symptoms,  greatly  lessens  the  danger  of  a  fatal  event,  and  iacrcases  the  chance  of 
recovery. 

During  the  months  of  April  and  May,  about  twenty  cases  of  measles  occurred  in 
the  course  of  six  weeks.  As  the  subjects  of  this  disease  were  all  adults,  it  was  to 
be  expected  that  it  would  be  severe.  Some  of  the  cases  exhibited  the  disease  in  it'? 
worst  forms,  and  were  followed  by  a  train  of  troublesome  symptoms,  but  all  ulti- 
mately recovered. 

An  unusual  number  of  cases  of  periodical  headache  o-currcd  in  ihe  course  of  the 
year,  which  probably  originated  in  a  deranged  condition  of  the  digestive  organs, 
and  which  yielded  readily  to  prompt  and  energetic  treatment. 

In  the  course  of  the  year,  two  hundred  and  forty-two  cases  of  stomach  and  bowel 
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complaints  came  under  our  observation,  and  received  medical  treatment ;  other 
cases  of  less  urgency  doubtless  existed,  in  which  medical  advice  was  not  required. 
Most  of  these  cases  yielded  readily  to  treatment,  but  some  were  severe  and  obstinate. 
In  consequence  of  these  diseases,  and  from  an  apprehension  that  tlie  diet  mi^ht 
tend  to  increase  them,  the  following  memorandum  was  placed  on  the  hospital 
record  :  "  Stomach  and  bowel  complaints  being  common,  w^e  recommend  that  the 
bread  be  fermented,  and  that  rice  be  substituted" for  beans  and  peas  in  the  porridge." 
The  following  remarks  are  also  copied  from  the  book  of  records:  '•  Weather  chilly 
at  night,  and  hot  in  the  day-time.  The  men  careless  about  putting  on  their  clothes 
when  going  into  their  night-rooms.  New  potatoes  used  as  a  diet,  instead  of  beans 
and  rice.     All  of  these  may  have  had  an  agency  in  producing  so  much  diarrhea." 

In  the  month  of  January,  after  the  cold  had  been  intense  for  many  days,  bowel 
complaints  became  frequent,  and  we  find  the  following  record  in  the  hospital  book : 
"  In  consequence  of  the  prevalence  of  stomach  and  bowel  complaints, — recom- 
mended to  the  officers  to  omit  beans  in  the  porridge,  and  to  substitute  rice  ;  which 
change  was  so  salutary  during  the  prevalence  of  similar  complaints  in  the  summer." 

It  will  be  seen  by  the  above  statements,  that  diarrhea,  and  other  derangements  of 
the  digestive  organs,  are  the  prevailing  diseases  of  this  institution.  It  is  a  subject 
v/orthy  of  careful  inquiry,  whether  the  established  diet  of  the  Prison  has  not  a  male- 
rial  agency  in  the  production  of  these  diseases.  No  objection  to  this  diet  can  be 
made  on  the  ground  that  an  adequate  supply  of  food  is  not  furnished  to  the  prisoner, 
or  that  the  food  is  not  nutritive.  Probably  no  diet  can  be  provided,  containing  an 
equal  quantity  of  nutritious  matter,  at  so  moderate  a  price.  Indeed,  I  am  satisfied 
that  the  quantity  is  quite  sufficient,  and  mere  than  is  taken  by  ordinary  laborers. 
1  have  examined  this  subject  v/ith  much  attention,  and  am  now  well  cominced 
that  so  large  a  proportion  of  corn-meal  and  beans  in  the  diet,  does  tend  to  produce 
the  complaints  in  question.  In  a  very  great  number  of  instances,  the  porridge  is 
the  food  most  complained  of,  as  producing  acidity  of  stomach,  vomiting,  and  diarrhea. 
The  solid,  unfermented  bread,  also  is  indigestible,  and  would  not  be  favorable  to  a 
sto.mach  at  all  affected  by  disease. 

It  has  been  impossible,  heretofore,  to  give  the  food  to  the  convicts  as  vrarm  as 
would  be  desirable.  The  hash,  constituting  the  morning  meal,  has  often  been  cold, 
and  the  potatoes  generally  so.  There  is  a  material  difference  in  the  digestibility  of 
these  articles,  whether  taken  warm  or  cold.  The  new  arrangement  for  cooking  and 
distributing  the  food,  will,  it  is  conceived,  remove  this  difficulty. 

The  reluctance  felt  in  bringing  this  subject  before  the  directors,  for  their  more 
particular  investigation,  has  arisen  from  a  desire  to  avoid  change  as  far  as  possible  ; 
the  inconvenience  of  which,  in  an  institution  of  this  kind,  will  be  readily  conceived. 

Ordinary  fermented  bread  of  rye-fiour  or  middlings  of  wheat,  would  be  little  more 
expensive  than  the  bread  at  pi-esent  in  use;  and  even  the  fermentation  of  the  bread 
now  furnished,  would  improve  its  quulitj^,  with  trifling  labor  and  expense.  Rice  is 
a  cheaper  article  of  diet  than  almost  any  other.  Fish,  well  cured,  would  form  a 
cheap  and  an  excellent  article  of  food. 

How  far  it  would  be  desirable  to  have  some  little  variety  of  food,  is  a  subject 
worthy  of  consideration.  Many  medical  gentlemen,  well  qualified  to  judge,  are  of 
opinion,  that  an  unvarying  continuance  of  the  same  articles  of  diet,  however  unex- 
ceptionable these  may  be  in  themselves,  is  incompatible  with  health.  One  thing  is 
certain,  that  more  than  one  half  of  the  fatal  cases  of  disease  in  this  Prison,  since  the 
first  reception  of  the  convicts  in  1S27,  have  arisen,  directly  or  remotely,  from 
diarrhea,  or  from  other  derangements  of  the  organs  of  digestion. 

These  hints  are  respectfully  suggested  for  the  consideration  of  the  directors. 

The  remarks  which  have  been  made,  may  perhaps  convey  the  idea  that  the 
prisoners,  as  a  body,  are  not  healthy.  Aside  from  the  class  of  disease  which  has 
been  specified,  no  unusual  degree  of  sickness  has  prevailed.  The  cases  of  acute 
disease  have  been  few.  No  epidemic,  except  measles,  has  occurred  ;  and  it  is  con- 
fidently believed,  that  in  the  general  healthiness  and  comfort  of  the  prisoners,  and 
the  small  number  of  deaths  that  have  occurred,  this  institution  is  not  surpassed  by 
any  similar  institution  in  this  country. 

The  experience  of  the  past  year  has  confirmed  the  opinion  formerly  entertained 
and  expressed  in  our  reports,  of  the  safety  and  propriety  of  withholding  ardent 
f'pirits  from  the  intemperate,  as  well  as  all  other  convicts,  upon  their  first  admission; 
and  no  disease  peculiar  to  inebriates  has  ever  appeared  in  this  Prison. 

SAMUEL  B.  WOODWARD,  Physician. 

Co7i7iecticut  State  Prison,  April,  1S31. 


